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TO  THE  RIGHT  VER- 

TVOVS  AND  WORSHIPFVLL 

GENTLEMAN,  AND  HIS  SIN- 
gular  good  friend  Maifter  I o h n 

B A R N E Efijuire,T,  B.  C.  rvifheth 
grace  a^dpeace  in  this  Itfe^and  e- 
uerlaiiing  happines  in  the 
life  to  come, 

IR,  hauing  at  length 

fini(hed  the  Tranflation 
of  this  French  Treatife  of 
Morall  Philofophy,  I pre- 
fume the  rather  to  recom- 
mend it  to  your.Worfhips 
fauour , bicaufe  your  felfe 
did  firft  commend  it  vnto 
me  for  the  varietie  of  ex- 
cellent fayings  and  exam- 
ples wherewith  it  is  reple- 
niflied.  And  furely  I perfwade  my  felfe,that  howfoeuer  for 
want  of  a skillfull  Tranflator  it  hath  loft,  much  of  that 
grace, which  otherwife  it  might  haue  had,yet  by  reafon  of 
the  matter  it  felfe,  & good  difpofition  obferued  through- 
out the  whole  booke,  it  will  be  of  fome  account  withfo 
many  as  preferre  the  foundnes  of  fubftance  before  the 
fwclling  froth  of  curious  phrafes  . True  it  is,  that  many 
words  vfed  by  the  Author,and  retained  by  me,  are  aimoft 
the  fame  with  the  originall  toongs  from  whence  they 
were  deriued , andperaduenture  will  found  barfliat  the 
firft  ini  their  eares  that  neuer  heard  them  bj^fore;  but  if 
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they  will  haue  patience  a while , and  let  them  palTe  to  and 
fro  vpon  the  file  of  their  teeth, no  doubt  but  in  (hort  time 
they  will  be  as  fmooth  as  other  Greeke  and  Latine  words 
which  now  arc  taken  for  mecre' Bnglifli  .1  might  heerc  al- 
leadgereafons  toproouethe  necelfitie  of  retaining  fuch 
wordsintranflating  : namely, that  many  ofthem  are  pro- 
per names  and  words  of  Arte,that  as  all  occupations  and 
handicrafts  haue  their  feuerall  names  of  inftruments  be- 
longing to  their  rcience,ro  is  it  with  Philofophy^and  with 
euery  part  thereof : but  I make  no  doubt  of  finding  the 
Reader  fauourable  in  this  point,  confidering  thatit  ten- 
deth  to  the  enriching  of  oiirovvne  language,  and  hath 
beene  pradifed  by  the  learned  of  all  nations  that  haue 
gone  before  vs , as  is  eiiident  to  fuch  as  are  skilfull  in  the 
toongs  . Concerning  the  profite  of  this  booke,  I referre 
the  Reader  either  to  the  title  thereof,  which  promifeth 
no  more  (in  my  opinion)  than  is  performed  with  aduan- 
tage  in  the  bodie  of  the  fame,  or  elfe  to  the  Authors  Epi- 
ftle  to  the  Reader , wherein  he  fetteth  downc  a fummaric 
of  that  dodrine  , which  is  afterward  handeled  more  at 
large. Wherein  howfoeuer  he  hath  very  excellently  beha- 
ued  himrelfe,and  (as  1 am  perfwaded)  gone  farre  beyond 
thofe  that  haue  handled  the  fanie  matter  before  him , yet 
confidering  each  mans  infirmitie  to  be  fuch,that  he  attai- 
neth  not  to  perfedion  in  any  worke,  neither  fpeaketh  all 
things  that  are  to  be  fpoken  of  the  fame  thing , nor  yet  is 
free  from  error  in  thofe  things  which  he  fpeaketh  or  wri-* 
teth,I  exhort  all  that  hiall  perufe  this  Treatife  following, 
fo  farre  oncly  to  approoue  euery  (entence  and  example 
of  life , as  it  may  be  prooued  out  of  the  records  of  holie 
Scripture.  Moreouer,as  many  as  are  defirous  to  be  bette- 
red by  the  reading  of  this  booke,they  muft  thinke  feriou- 
fly  vpon  that  ende  vnto  which  this  Author  bad  regard 
when  he  penned  it,which  was  the  fame  that  Anftotle  had 
in  writing  his  Ethicks  or  booke  of  Manners ; namely, 
traUife  ofverttieinUfe , andnot  the  hare  knowledge  aidcontem- 

vktton  thereof  in  hrameAvid,ka&  any  man  (hould  haue  that 
^ opinion 
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opinion  of  thefe  Mofall  precepts , which  all  men  haue  of 
Platoes  Common-wealth^or  oi<iAnflotles  Felicitie^ofTW/- 
Orator,  oxoiU^^oores  Vtopia,  that  they  containe  in 
them  rather  an  Iddta  of  good  life, than  fuch  a platforme  as 
may  be  drawne  from  contemplation  into  adion , he  hath 
ioined  works  with  words,  pradife with  precept,  and  the 
fruitsof  rare  examples  with  the  faire  flowers  of  Philofo- 
phicall  inftrudions  . But  many  are  fo  farrefrom  concei- 
uingany  fuch  excellencie  in  them , that  fo  foone  as  they 
heare  the  name  of  Philofofhy,  they  thinke  they  haue  fufficir 
ent  caufc  to  condemne  as  hurtfull,all  the  writings  of  T/;/- 
/<7/0^^m,aUeadging  that  (entence  of  S.  Paule : Beware  leaSl 
there  he  any  man  that  jpoileyofi  through  Philofophy : not  confi- 
dering  that  the  Apoftle  doth  in  the  very  next  wordes  ex- 
pound himrelfe,and  ftieweth  that  he  meaneth  nothing  els 
5Ut  the  deceitfull  conclufions  of  mans  reafon,difagreeing 
. Tom  the  dodrine  of  Chrift  reucaled  vnto  vs  in  his  word . 

I grant  that  the  word  of  God  is  onely  perfed,and  contai- 
nethin  itanabfolute  rule  both  of  pietie  towards  God, 
and  hiimanitie  towards  men , but  it  followeth  not  there- 
fore, that  we  may  not  vfe  the  benefit  of  humane  precepts, 
or  tread  in  theftepsof  heathen  men , fofarre  foorthas 
their  learning  and  Hues  diflent  not  from  the  truth  of  holy 
Scriptures  . Will  any  man  refufe  pearles  bicaufe  they  are 
offered  him  in  bafe  veffels  ? Or  not  vfe  alight  bicaufe  it  is 
not  put  into  a filuer  candlefticke  ? And  fliall  we  paffe  ouer 
without  profite,  fo  many  good  precepts  and  woorthy  ex- 
amples of  learned  men , bicaufe  they  proceede  from  the 
twilight  of  naturall  knowledge,  and  not  from  the  cleerc 
funne-fhine  of  the  word  of  God?  Let  vs  rather  harken 
xoS,u4uguflme in  his fecond  booke of  Chriftian  dodrine, 
where  he  hath  thefe  words  agreeing  very  fitly  to  this  mat- 
ter . for  thofe  ((z\t\\  he)  that  are  called  Phi/ofophers,  if  they 

haue  vttred  any  truth  agreeable  to  our  faith  ^ dodrine  ( ejpecially  doa 
the  Platonifis)  we  are  not  onely  not  to  feare  itjbut  rather  to  chal- 
lenge it  from  them  as fom  vniuU pojfejfors  thereof.  For  as  the  E- 
gyptians  had  not  onely  idols  and  heauy  burdens^  which  the  people  of 
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jfraeRwere  todetefi  andfiye from,  hut  alfovejfelsand  orntmeats 
efooldMuer  a«d  raiment, mhich  that  feaple  at  their  departure  out 

of  Egypt  chaUegedcouertlytothemfrlues  for  hetterzfes,alihough 

not  of  their  owne  author  itie, but  by  the  commandement  ofGod,drc. 

So  the  doBrine  of  the  Gentiles  hath  not  onely  count erfet  andfuper- 
flitiom  forgeries  and  beany  packs  of  needeles  labour ^ which  . 

one  of vs  departing  from  their  focietie  vnder  our  Captame  Chrifty 
omht  to  deteB  andphun : but  alfo  Itberall  Arts  meete  tofetfoorth 
the  truth  by^and  certame  profitable  precepts  of  manners,  yea  feme 
t/ue  points  concerning  the  worjhip  of  one  onely  God.  What  their 
knowledge  was  concerning  irfienifelues , and  their  dutie 
one  towards  another , the  whole  Treatife  following  ex- 
prefleth  atlarge^vtitowhich  l had  rather  referreyou, than 
vfe  any  needeles  repetition  in  this  place.  And  as  for  that 
other  point  concerning  the  knowledge  of  one  only  God^^ 
it  is  moft  certaine , that  from  the  light  of  Nature  holpen 
with  induftrie , ftudie,  and  education,  (according  to  the 
wifedome  and  difpenfation  of  God)  many  notable  con- 
clufions  proceeded  from  fundry  of  them, as  Augufline  him 
fclfe  Iheweth  by  a long  difeourfe  in  his  eight  booke  De  Ci- 
.Ueci‘  uitate  Dei,  w'here  among  other  he  alleadgeth  thefe  out  of 
cap,6.j.  ^ ^ ffirite,  and  ofafarre  more  excellent  nature 

than  the  foule  of  man, or  any  other  Jpiritewhatfoeuer : that  God  is 
one  and  the  fame,  and  alwaies  like  vntohimfelfe : that  Godts  the 
hqht  of  our  minds,  wherbj  we  attain  e t o all  our  knowledge  andvn^ 
£rftanding : that  no  man  is  therefore  bleffed  and  happy, bicaufe  he 
hath  abundance  of  wealth, honor  firengthfieautie, or  of  any  exter- 
nail  thine,nory€tfor  any  gift  of  the  mind , but  bicaufe  he  enioyeth 
Godthefoueraigne  Good.  How  diuinely  doth^Arifiotle  write 
of  God,and  of  his  fatherly  prouidence,  in  his  tradate  De 
OHundo  dedicated  to  Alexander  1 1 know  that  many  wTth 
farce  of  reafon  carying  them  thereunto,haue  vehemently 
furpeaed,that  this  peece  of  worke  came  neuer  out  of  his 
^ (hop. Which  although  it  be  granted  for  true, yet  the  book 

itfelfe  doth  euidently  declare , that  the  Author  thereot  ^ 
was  a mcere  heathen  man,  and  direded  onely  by  his  pure 

Naturals  when  he  wrote  it;  which  being fufficient  to  Ihew 

how 
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howfarrethe  darkenesof  nature  doth  comprehend  the 
light  and  knowledge  of  heauenly  things , is  as  much  as  I 
require . This  treatife  being  wholy  occupied  in  thefe  two  mZI. 
priucipall  points : namely , in  the  defcription  of  the  vni- 
uerfall  frame  of  the  world , and  in  the  declaration  of  the 
nature  of  God  the  workemaifter  thereof,  I will  briefly  fet 
before  you  the  fumme  of  the  lafl:  part,  which  the  Philofo- 
pher  paintethout  vnto  vs  very  notably  in  liuely  and  ori- 
ent colours  . Firfl:  he  acknowledgeth,  that  all  things  are  of 
God, that  they  conffl  and  haue  their  being  by  hts porver,  that  no  na- 
tnre  rvhatfoeuer  is  able  to  continue , if  it  be  not  maintained  and 
prefsrued  by  him, hndt'm  fetting  out  the  manner  of  working 
whereby  thismightie  power  of  God  is  forceable  in  the 
gouernment  of  all  things,  he  goeth  beyond  the  common 
reach  of  naturall  men,  affirming,  that  although  God  be 
prefen t euery  where , yet  not  by  any  bpdily  or  local  1 pre- 
fence, as  the  common  receiued  opinion  then  was.  That  all 
things  rvhatfoeuerwe  perceiue  by  fight,  hearing,  or  any  other  fenfe, 
tvere  full  of  Gods,  and  blafphemoufly  taught  of 

lateyeeres,  That^od  was  an  ejfentiallpart  of  euery  creature, 
but  that  he  gouerneth  all  things^  and  vertue, 

whereby  he effedeth  whatfoeuer  pleafeth  him.  Againe,as 
he  fubfcribeth  to  the  almightie  power  and  prouidence  of 
God  in  the  being  and  rule  of  all  things , fo  he  laboureth 
to  make  knowne  the  great  wifedome  of  God  by  the  con- 
templation of  the  excellent  courfe  of  nature,which  is  cer- 
taine  without  inconfl:ancie,beautifull  without  blemifh,  & 
diuers  without  diforder . For  what  can  be  more  certaine 
than  theordinaric  courfe  of  the  Sunne,Moone,  & Starres, 
which  haue  continued  in  their  appointed  race  from  time 
to  time , and  from  one  age  vnto  another  ? What  greater 
certain  tie  than  that  which  to  our  comfort  appeereth  in 
the  mutuall  turnes  and  returnes  of  times  and  feafons , of 
Sommer  and  Winter,Spring  and  Autumne,day  & night  ? 

In  regard  of  which  conftant  continuance  of  the  irreuoca- 
ble  order  appointed  by  God  in  this  whole  frame,  the 
world  is  called  by  the  Hebrewes^»<?4iw  : and  in  the  Epi- 

^ iiij  file 
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file  to  that  people,  it  is  exprefled  by  this  word  a"/»v, {'which 
many  times  fignifiethperpetuitie)  Heh.i  .2.0“  1 1.3.  Con- 
cerning the  be'aiitie  and  glorious  inew  thereof, what  thing 
more  beautifull  than  the  glittering  face  of  the  heauens, 
decked  and  adorned  with  ilarres  both  great  and  fmall,  as 
it  were  with  iewels  and  pretious  hones  of  all  forts  ? And 
for  this  felf  fame  caufeit  receiued  that  name  of««v^f  frorn 
the  Grecians, and  of  LMundns  from  the  Latines.  Laftly,if 
we  looke  either  to  the  variable  motions  of  the  Spheres  in 
the  ethereall  region,  or  to  the  contrary  qualities  of  the  c- 
lements  in  the  aerie  and  lower  part  of  the  world, or  to  the 
varietie  of  foules,filhes, beads, plantSjgrainCjflones,  met- 
tals,&c.and  confider  withall  what  a fweete  harmonic  ari- 
feth  from  all  thefe,  as  it  were  from  a well  tuned  inftrumet 
that  hath  brings  of  all  forts,  or  like  to  a liuely  pidure  that 
hath  all  kinds  of  colours  mingled  in  it , or  to  a well  orde- 
red citie  compounded  of  fundry  occupations,callings,  & 
conditions,  of  poore  and  rich,  yoong  and  old,  bond  and 
free, we  may  fee  if  we  haue  but  halfe  an  eie , and  feele  if  we 
be  blind,thatin  this  rare  peece  of  worke  and  frame  of  the 
worldjthere  is  moft  excellent  conueiance  without  confu- 
lion,great  varietie  concurring  in  vnitie , and  diuerfitie  of 
all  kinds  without  diforder . All  this  and  much  more  is  at- 
tributed by  the  Author  of  that  booke  De  tJMmdo^  (be  he 
zArifiotle.ox  fome  other  heathen  Philofopher)  to  the  onely 
worki^^  of  the  power  of  the  inuifhle  God,  ofwhome  ffaith  he)  we 
mtifi  thu4  conceiue , that  for  hid  power  he  is  moft  might  ie , for  his 
beaut ie  moft  excellent , for  his  life  immortall , andforjois  vertue 
mofiabfolute : and  therfore  he  cannot  be  feene  of  any  mor- 
tal creature,butis  notwithftanding  known  by  his  works. 
For  all  accidents  in  theatre, in  the  earth, and  in  the  water, may  tru- 
ly  be  called  the  works  of  God , who  containeth  and  preferueth  this 
world, of  whome  ( as  Empedocles  (dLith) proceeded, 
things  that  were, that  are,andp7all be  here, 

Plants,  Men, Beafls, Birds, and fijh  in  waters  cleere. 

But  this  Philofopher  not  contenting  himfelfe  with  this 
confideration  and  view  of  God  in  his  works,  entreth  into 
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a deeper  meditation  ofh is  nature^  by  fettingdowne  a ve- 
ry  good  expoiition , and  as  it  were  a Commentarie  vpon 
thole  names  and  titles , which  vfually  were  attributed  in 
his  time  vnto  God,thereby  to  make  his  powerful  gouern- 
ment  ouer  all  the  world  more  knowne  vnto  men  , 
though  (faith  he)  that  Godbe  but  one  ,\yet  we  call  him-bymany 
names, 06  zLBh.  and  htcoufe  we  Hue  by  him : uydyxMi  bicaufe  he  ts 

of  an  immutable  nature  • bicaufe  nothing  is  done  by  chaccy 

but  according  to  his  mofl  certaine  decree : a,  bicaufe  no  man 

can  pcffibly  amide  him,  orflie  from  him : bicaufe  he  abideth 

for  euer . ^nd  as  for  that  fable  (^faith  he)  ofrhe  three  fisicrs  of 
deUmieJmeane  ofClotho  that  JpinnethyofLachefs  that  draweth 
out  to  a tufl  length yOnd  of  oy^tropos  that  cutteth  off  the  three d of 
mans  life, it  ts  to  be  vnderftood of  Cjod  onelypwho  (as  it  was  faid in 
old  time)  is  the  beginning,midfl,andendofa!l  things.  To  conclude y 
there  is  a iuliice  that  is  neuer  feparated  from  God,  which  is  the  re- 
uenger  ofal  tranfgreffions  committedagainfithe  law  ofGod'yH^her- 
in  euery  one  mufl  be  well  inUrulied  that  would  be  partaker  of  hu- 
mane felicitie  andhappines.  Now  iudge , I pray  you, whether 
a Chriftian  may  not  with  profit  enter  into  this  fchooie  of 
nature,and reape  commoditie  by  this  little  light  of  natu- 
rall  knowledge, which  as  it  feriied  to  make  them  without 
excufc  that  were  endued  therewith.,  bic^aufe  they  know- 
ing God,did  not  glorifie  him  as  god,neither  w’ere  thank- 
fulljbut  became  vaine  in  their  imaginations  iTo  itis  tobe 
feared, that  thofe  felfe  fame  men  flial  rife  vp  in  judgement 
againfi  vs  that  proftfle  Chriftianitie,  and  condemne  vs  in 
that  greatand  terrible  day  .For  howmany  ofvs  want  that 
knowledge  of  the  eternall  power,diuinitie,&  prouidence 
of  God, which  was  in  ParmenidesyPlatOyAriilotley^c  others, 
endued  onely  with  the  light  of  nature, whereby  they  were 
led  from  the  view  of  the  creatures , to  t^heconfideration 
of  the  in  uifible  things  of  G od  ? And  iFwe  looke  into  the 
lines  oFmen  in  thefe  daies,  & corifider  what  negled:  there 
is  of  thofe  mutuall  duties  which  God  commandeth  v$  to 
exhibite  one  to  another  , we  (hall  foone  fee,  that  many  a 
million  of  carnall  Gofpellcrs  come  farre  fiiort  euen  of 

thofe 
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thofc  ciuiil  apparant  and  halfe  vertues  of  the  Heathen^  ’& 
may  therefore  be  fent  backe  to  learne  holines  df  Socrates, 
iuftice  and  innocencie  o^AriHides,  charitie  of  Cjmon,  vp- 
right  dealing  of  Phocion, in  perfounning  promifes 
oi%egHltis,modQV2LtionoiCamUtUf  parfimonie  of  Curins, 
granitic  of  what  not  of  Heathen  men,  whofe  fight 
in  thefethinges  was  better  at  midnight , than  ours  is  at 
mid-day . But  my  meaning  is  not  to  approoue  that  Apo- 
criphal  tradition  of  Clemem  A/exmdrmtUjWho  faith,  that 
as  the  Lawervasa  fchoole-maiflertothe  I ewes  to  leade  themto 
Chrifi : fo  Phiiofofhj  tv  as  to  the  Cjrecians  to  bring  them  to  falm- 
Now,aithough  this  erronious  dodrine  be  as  contra- 
ry to  truth,as  darkenes  is  to  light, and  as  hel  is  to  heauen, 
yet  did  Andradim  defend  it  in  a booke  fet  foorth  by  him 
at  their  infligation  fas  himfelfe  protefteth)  who  were  of 
greateftauthoritie  in  the  late  Tridentine  Councell.  Doth 
not  the  Lorde  by  the  mouth  of  Efaj  tell  vs , that  there  is 
nolightin  themthat  hauenot  recourfe  to  the  Laweand 
to  the  teftimonie,  andfpeake  not  according  to  his  word? 
Efay  8. 20.  Dooth  not  our  §auiour  Chrift  ^ndc  vs  to  the 
Scriptures  for  euerlalling  life  ? John  5 . 39^  Howe  then 
dareanie  profefling  Chriftianitie-, afflrme, that  Philofi-^ 
phers  by  the  light  of  nature , and  knowledge  ofPhilofophie,  with- 
out the  direction  of  the  mitten  word  of  Cjod  were  made  partakers 
of  the  righteoufnesthat  commeth  by  faith,  and  fo  confequent- 
ly  of  eternall  happines  ? But  to  let  this  blafphemous 
mouth  pafTe,  Jet  vs  make  that  account  of  the  writings  of 
men  which  they  deferue,  and  reape  that  commoditie  by 
them,  which  we  may  without  preiudice  to  the  written 
word.  For  my  meaning  is  not  in  commending  Philofophie, 
to  giue  greater  credite  vnto  it,  or  further  to  allow  the  vfe 
t hereof ,than  may  ftand  with  the  maieftie  of  the  holy  and 
facred  Scripture,  which  being  the  Miftres  of  all  humane 
arts  and  difciplines,vreth  them  as  hir  handmaids  to  feme 
and  obeie  hir.  Therefore  as  it  is  vnfeemly  for  a maid-fer- 
uant  to  go  before  hir  M iftres,to  fpeake  before  fhe  be  fpo- 
ken  vnto,  or  to  vfe  three  words  for  hir  one,  efpecially  in 
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companie  where  feruice  and  modeftie  is  moft  required  : 
fo  it  befeemeth  not  the  ambaffadors  of  Gods  word(vnto 
whom  indeed  the  knowledge  of  toongs  and  humane  arts 
is  a fingularhelpe)  to  vrethefe  gifts  otherwife  than  as 
handmaids  in  their  ftudies  and  meditations  to  ferue  the 
Scripture  to  the  more  plaine  and  pure  expofition  of  it, 
feeing  they  arc  fent  to  edifie  other^j  and  nottofet  out 
themfelues.  Now  when  they  ftuffe  a great  part  of  their 
fpeech  with  poeticall  fidions,  philofophicall  fayings  and 
examples  ( as  alfo  they  are  woont  to  alledge  Hebrew, 
Greeke,  andLatine  fentences  to  draw  men  into  admira- 
tion of  their  great  learning  ) they  fet  the  Miftres  behind,, 
and  giue  the^hrli  and  chicfeft  place  vnto  the  handmai- 
dens. Is  not  this  To  make  the  crojfe  of  Chr'tftof  none  efeB  f 
I .CV.  I . I y.To  vfe  that  kind  of  preaching  that  ftandeth  in 
the  inticing  fpeech  of  manswiiedome;  and  not  in  plaine 
euidence  and  power , is  it  not  tobuild  faith  vpon  the  vtifedom 
of  men , andnotvpon  the  power  of  ^odf  i.  Cor,  2. 5.  If  difa- 
greementof  matter  and  forme  be  vnfeemely,how  vnde- 
cent  is  it  in  fpirituall  dodrine  to  vfe  a carnal  and  humane 
kind  of  teaching,  i.  C<?r.  2. 13  f to alay  the  ftrengthofthe 
word  of  Chrift  with  the  wateriih  fayings  & fables  of  menf 
to  put  vpon  the  naked  and  glorious  face  of  G od  the  beg- 
geriy  clokes  of  Toets  3c  Philofophers  f When  the  Lorde  hath 
fandihed,not  the  corruptible  feede  of  the  fayings  of  men, 
but  the  incorruptible  feede  of  his  owne  moft  holy  worde 
to  the  begetting  of  faith , are  not  thefe  new  begetters  a- 
fbamed  to  bring  in  another  way  df  regeneration  ? When 
Gods  will  is  to  haue  his  children  nouriflied  with  the  fin- 
cere  and  vnmingled  milke  of  his  worde , dare  man  vfe  the 
infufionof  water,  to  the  weakening  of  them  whome  he 
ought  to  confirme  ? When  the  King  hath  appointed  for 
his  fonnes  and  daughters  the  pureft  and  fineft  wheate, 
ftiall  the  Steward,  as  if  they  were  fwine , prouide  Acornes 
. for  them  ? But  I detaine  you  too  long  from  entering  into 
the  pleafant  walks  of  this  Platonical  Academic  & Schoole 
of  Moral  Philofophy,  which  being  hewen  out  of  the  choi- 
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ccft  timber  of.  all  Cout^ries,  was  raifed  vp , and  fee  togi- 
therin  France,  andisnewly  rough-caft  fas  you  fee)  by  an 
EngliQi  workeman:  whofeearnefl  defire  is  to  haue  this 
fmall  labour  of  his  knownc  to  other,  and  receiued  of  you 
as  a monument  of  his  gratefull  mind  towards  your  Wor- 
(hip,  for  the  manifold  benefits  which  he  hath  from  a child 
receiued  atyour  hands,.  In  confideration  whereof  I am 
bold  or  rather  bound,to  offer  my  felf  togither  with  thefe 
my  firft  fruits  vntoyour  good  likingjbefeeching  him  that 
turned  your  bQuntifull  hart  towards  me,  to  knit  it  fo 
neere  vnto  himfelfe,that  he  may  be  your  chiefe  ri- 
‘ ches  in  this  life,^your  only  happines  in  the 
world  to  come.  Thus  commendingyou 
and  that  good  Gentlewoman  your 
wife  with  all  yours,to  the  grace 
of  God,I  take  my  leaue  of 
youthisiy.of 
Qdober. 

Tour  Worship  euer  horn- 
. den  in  the  Lord, 

T.B.C. 


FIDELI  SVO  AMICO,  T.B.c.  GALLICA 

Acadcmtx 

Slqui^in  nattuo  folo  collocatmjhsneslis  qmbHfuis  circumflucs 
volHptatihm^nec  vlla  necejfitate  eh  imfu/ffis,  fe  tame  amico^ 
rnm  hortatu  in  turbulentiffimOA  marmemfeftates  conijcerety 
'utpretiofam  margaritam  a fnismultH  dejideratam  copararet:cer- 
U & laudandaforet  etm  in  t ant  is  laboribus  fnbeundis  alacritas^ 
poUqm  fecmdo  vento  vfiis fityfumma  cu  Utitia  excipiendus  illius 
reditm.Peregr'e,vt  mihi  vifum  efl.profeBtis  es  altquantifper( cha-- 
rijfme  amice)e^  licet  eafnit  vita  tua  coditioyVt  bonis  Uteris  te  oh- 
leBanSyin  ijs  tanqtsa  in  tua patria  conpFlere potuijfes.'volmfii  tame 
amicoTH  rogatufinfUbtss  te  obijcere  per  aliqms  Jcopnlos  velut  in 
Gallicam  regione  nanigarCyVt  hanc  ]flendidiJfimdgemmam,Aca- 
demiam  nempeflorentijfmdynobis  etiam  amicis  tuts  commmicare 
po^es.AppHlifli  tandem  ad portUyJyrtes  omnespratertieUtts  es,  ex- 
optata  margaritd  tuo  opere  ajfes^Huti  famus:  no  pojfumm  ergo  cjain 
^ tuam  in  Mis  laborihm  fUfcipiendis  volmtate  libenter  agnofca- 
mas  yet  in  ijfde  exantlandis  foeltcitate  Itbere  pradwemPts.QmmHts 
vero  multorum  in  ocutis  vilefcere  coepit  Philo fophia,  cuim  abditos 
thefauros  in  ImeprotulMueiufmodi  tamen fmt, quorum  ant  or  it  as 
propter  hominum  leuitatem  nullitsi  eft  momenti,  ^ quos  vereper- 
firingit  illud fermone  tritumprouerbiu,  Scientia  non  habet  inimi- 
cum  nifi ignorantem . Qim  in  Jidaronem Bathyllo atrocior  ? Qtm 
in  Vlyjfem  Therpte  acerbiorlQtm  DialeBicis  argmijs  Spicuro  in- 
fefliorf  Et  quale s,quafoyfunt,  qui  canino  tatratu  impetunt  philofo- 
phidyniji qui  huius  Regina  ades  ne  d limine JalutaruntlSi  ergo  apud 
Mosforfitd  fordefcanttua  vigiUayUe  demittas  tamen  ammu.Neq^ 
enim  tarn  acre  eH  eorum  iudicium,  vt  iam  per  time fcas,  nec  lingua 
adeo  virulenta,  vt  vel  minimam  labeculam  tuo  nomini  aff/ergere 
poJftt,Ne  fills  quidem  lumen  caco  iucundum  eft:  filuberrimaphar- 
mac  a ab  imperitis  conculcantur  :pretioJiJfima  gemma  dgallo 
fopico  Ipernuntur:  ^ ip  fa  philofiphia,  vita  lucerna,  mentis  me  did- 
na, gemma  lucidijftma,  d cacls,ftolidis,  brut  is  contemniturSi  aut 
cum  NeoptolemoapudEnniumphilofiphandum  fait  emputajfent, li- 
cet pauc  is  ; aut  cum  Diuo  Paulo  cftxoaxKfiUs  duntaxat  reiecifi 

fent\  nos  minime  repugnant  es  habuijfent:  Qmm  verhvnd  cum 
pollonio  philofophiam  ludibrio  habeant,  edmq^  ab  omnivetuftate 
conflitutam  cum  Arcefla penitus  labefaPhent,  nullo  modo  audten- 
di,  aut ferendifmt,  tiAtficut  Dicaarchus  ^ AriHoxenusf  quia 
- difficilis 


diffici/is  erat  ammi  qmdaut  qmlis  ejfet  mteUigentU.ntilltim  omni-* 
no  animum  ejfe  dixermt : It  a obtufa  aciesfhilofophi<t 

rnfignesfiHEimafpicereneqmt,  nHllumejfe  ommnophilofiphU  v- 
[umcUrnmniVerum  emmuero,  habe^^t philofophiafmm laudem, 
fit  vtt<z  dux^orum  magifi:ra,virtHtis  columna,^  ei  tanqmm  re- 
gin  A folmm  [mm  tribrnturJ  h£  umen  laudes  nulU  ermt  ^nulla  te 
manebit laursa^nulkm  hk eli  tuuminuentHm,  nullum  tui acumt- 
nis  fiecimen^nifiivelis  tunqmm  ignauus  miles  de  (polijs  aliorumfu- 
dore  partis gloriari,&  Utronum  more  aliorum  bona,  alijs  imprejfis 
mtis,tanquam  tua  vtnditare.  Siccine  vero  f quid  it  a tandem?  noui 
ego  (mi amice ) animi  mmdolem,nulldmq^  ( vt  ingenue  dicam, 
quodlongame  docuit  experientia  ) <pi\oTi[xi^  in  te  contemplari  po- 
tui : & quamuis  nulla  benefaEia  lucem  reformident,  ea  tamefem- 
per  laudabilioraduxiEtijqua fine  vendttatione  ^populo  telle  faEia 
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phi  de  contemnendd  gloria  fcrtbentes  fua  nomina  libris  appofue- 
runt ) voluiEii  hoc  tuum  opm  tuum  in  front e nomen gerere  fie d pub- 
licum pottks  commodum  qudmprmatamgloriamrefiiciens,incer- 
to  maluiEli  hbrumprodire  author  e,  qudm  nos  certd  car  ere  vtilita- 
te,  Gloria  autemindiuidua  virtutis  comes, vide,  vt  te  qua?nuisfu- 
gientem  fequatur,  TEfeque  enim  nihtli  eEi  tua  induElria  aliimanda, 
quamuis  alterinsveEligijsinftitiEii,  nec  parut  ducendafunt  tua 
vigilia,  licet  alterius  opereprius  elucubratafuit  lEia  zyicademia, 
Aurum&  argentum  aluntipfa  terra  vifcera:  illis  tamennonni- 
hildebemus,  quorum fiudore  ilia  metallaeffodiuntur,  Omnefere 
genus  mercatura  ahquibus  in  locis  fua  fponte  naficitur  fuo  tamen 
honor  e minime  fpoliandi funt  mere  at  ores, quorum  cumpericulo  vk 
taq^crebrdiaEiurd,  tantanobis bona comportata funt.  Sit  itaque 
Primaudayi  aurea  ifla  <iy4cademia,  illius fit  prefiofijfima  haefu-^ 
pell  ex ; tibi  tamen  aliquid  interea  laudis  relinquatur,  cuius  indu- 
Eirianifi  fefe  opportune  interpofiuiffet,  ^nglis  noEir is  nihil inde  e- 
molumenti  redundaffet.Neque  eEi  quod  quijpiam  £greferat,fiphi- 
lofophia  (firacd  ac  Romand  veEle  vt  plurimuminduta,  iam  incipiat 
Britannico  quoque  veEiitu  incederelBonum  enim  (vtpulchrephi- 
lofophus ) quo  communius,  eo  melim : & philofephia  ip  fa,  foli  hand 
dijfmilis,  inomnesterrarum  orbes  radios fiuos  difieminare  cupit, 
ay^rgmorum  resgeEla  celebres  faEla  funt  prime  ab  Homcro: 
que  tamen  lufit fuam  operam  V ir gilius  ^ c um  e afidemfuo  carmine 

cele- 


celebrauit,  PhiUfephia  din  GracU  regiombtu  cfr  feptis  inclufa  per^ 
manfit : nmquam  tamen  confenefcet  Ciceronis  4^«^,  qui  eamip^ 
[am  Latinis  Uteris  illu^lrmit,  Et grata  (vtijperojmemoria  tuas 
labor es  profequenmr  omnes,  qmbmfaB:^  eB,  yt  Academia  iHa, 
Gallicis  antea  circumscripta  termmis,  Anglis  iamtandem  inno^ 
* tefcat.MaEle  igiturvirtute  ( chariffime  amice) &maiores 
bi  addmt  fpiritus  ifia  primitU  ad  maioraJtiuUa  fe  offer  at 
occapo,  fufcipienda.  Spero  etenim  aliquando  euentu- 


puluere  pari  faltemfoclieitate  eX' 
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Tuifludionnimust 

G.  I. 
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-TO  . THE  MOST  CHRISTIAN 

king  of  FRANCE  AND  P O- 

L o N I a;  H E N R I E . the  third 
' T of  that  hame,^ 

I Rj  if  wc  credit  the  faying  of  “P/d/e,  Com- 
monwealths heginthen  to  be  happy, when 
KirigVexercife  Philo (ophie,  and  Philofo- 
'phers  Vaighe.The  wife  man  fpeaking  more 
diuinely,  exhorteth  kings  to  loue  and  to 
feeke  after  wifdome,  that  they  may  raigne 
vpon  earth  righteoufly,  and  in  heauenc- 
ternally.  And  truly  horn  wifedomc  and 
phiiolbphie,  as  from  a liuely  fountaine, 
floweth  the  gift  of  gouerning  by  good 
la  wes  and  good  example,  of  defending  by 
proweflfe,  and  of  noifrilhing  by  wiledome  and  prouidence,  which  are  the 
bands  of  all  perfedion  requifite  in  an  excellent  and  abfolute  prince, that 
defireth  to  goiierne  his  kingdome  according  to  pietie  and  iuttice.Thefc 
three  great  and  excellent  gifts  depending  of  God, as  euerie  other  grace 
doth,  one  of  thofe  meancs  whereby  he  vfeth  moft  commonly  to  inrich 
them  that  haue  the  raines  of  worldly  gouernment  in  their  hand,  is  to 
imprint  in  their  harts  a loue  and  dehre  of  learning  and  fciences.  But  bi- 
caufe  they  cannot  fo  perfedly  vnderftand  them,by  reafon  of  their  great 
and  burdenfome  charge,  as  priuate  men  may,  who  quietly  enioying  the 
fruit  and  benefit  of  theirkings  labors, addid  themfelues  to  noother  pro- 
feflion, their  maieftics  are  fo  much  the  more  pricked  forward  to  loue,  to 
inquire  after,  and  to  honor  fuch  their  lubieds,  as  are beft  able  to  fet  be- 
fore their  eies  thofe  vertuous  and  learned  inftrudions  that  aredrawen 
out  of  the  fountains  of  arts  and  difciplines.This  mooued  Antlgonm  king 
of  Macedonia  to  write  thus  to  Ztm  the  philolbpher : I a.m  a/fured  that  I ex- 
cell  thee  in  the  goods  and  fattour  of  fortune^  and  in  the  renowne  of fUch  things  y but  I 
know  withally  that  thou  art  far  aboue  me,  andgoefi  beyond  me  in  that  true  felicities 
which  confifieth  in  the  k^wledge  and  dif  .inline  of  fludies.  Therefore  I dejtre  ear- 
nefily  that  thou  wouldefi  come  vnto  me  : wherein  I pray  thee  denieme  not,  that  I 
may  enioie  thy  conuerfation  and  companiey  as  well  for  mine  owne  profit , as  for  the 
profit  of all  the  Macedonians  my  fubie^s.  For  he  that  infirufleth  a prince, doth  alfo 
profit  AS  marry  as  axe  "under  his  charge.  This  felfefame  loue  of  knowledge  was 
the  caufe,  that  all  the  fcftiuall  ornaments  of  that  great  louerof  vertuc 
Vtolomie  'Philadelphus  king  of  Egypt,  werc'graue  queftions  as  well  of  pie- 
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dc  as  of  phlofophie,  which  he  propounded  to  be  handled  and  concluded 
by  thofe  learned  men, whom  he  ordinarily  maintained  in  his  traine.  Sir, 
the  example  of  thefe  two  noble  kings  ihining  vvholy  in  you,  who  greatly 
loue  and  fauoui  learning,  and  the  profelFors  thereof,  and  open  the  gate 
ofthatholieand  vertuous  difcipline,  which  wasfo  much  cherilhedby 
ancient  men,  that  they  might  daily  be  inftruded  the  better  in  the  du  tie 
of  their  charges,  doth  promife  to  your  good  fubieds  and  vaflals,  that  by 
the  grace  of  God  they  lhall  fee  vnder  your  raigne,  the  euill  of  thofe  fini- 
ftereffeiSEs  defaced,  which  haiie  ifTuedfrom  thelelong  troubles  and  ci- 
uiil  wars.  Wherof  all  men  hauc  conceiued  a more  certaine  hope,bicaure 
they  fee, chat  you  labor  with  a holie  zeale  and  good  atfeaion,  to  reftorc 
pietie  and  lulfice  to  their  former  ftrength  and  beaucie,  which  were  in  a 
maner  buried  in  France  : and  that  you  haue  glorioufly  crowned  that 
workc,which  that  great  king  VrancU  your  grandfather  did  happily  be^in, 
to  the  end  that  arts  and^  fciences  might  flourifh  in  this  kingdomc.  The 
diner  of  that  prince  of  famous  memorie,  was  a fccond  tabic  of  Salo-mn, 
vnto  which  reforted  from  cueric  nation  fuch  as  were  heft  learned,  that 
they  might  reape  profit  and  inftruiftion.  Yours,  Sir,  being  compafled  a- 
bouc  with  thofe,  who  in  your  prefenec  daily  difeourfe  of,  andhearc  dif- 
coiirfc^  many  graue  and  goodly  matters,  fccmech  to  be  a fchoolc  erec- 
tea  CO  teach  men  that  arc  borne  to  vertue.  And  for  my  felfe,  hauing  fo 
good  h^p  during  the  alFemblie  of  your  Eftates  at  Blois,  as  to  he  made 
partaker  of  the  fruit  gathered  thereof,  it  came  in  my  mind  to  offer  vnto 
your Maieftie  3 difhofdiuers  fruits,  which  I gathered  in  a Platonicall 
garden  or  orchard,  otherwife  called  an  Academie,  where  I was  not 
^ long  fince  with  certaine  yoong  Gentlemen  of  Aniou  my  companions, 
difeourfing  togither  of  the  inftitution  in  good  maners,  and  of  the  means 
how  all  eftates  and  conditions  may  liue  well  and  happily.  And  although 
3 thoufand  thoughts  came  then  into  my  mind  to  hinder  my  purpofe,  as 
thcfmallauthoritie,  which  youth  mayor  ought  to  haue  in  counfell  a- 
mongft  ancient  men : the  greatnes  of  the  matter  fubiecl, propounded  to 
be  handled  by  yeeres  of  fo  fmall  experience  : the  forgetfulnes  of  the 
heft  foundations  of  their  difeourfes,  which  for  want  of  a rich  and  happic 
memorie  might  be  in  me : my  iudgeraent  not  found  ynough,and  my  pro- 
feflionvnfictoretthemdowneingoodorder:  briefly,  the  confiderarion 
ofyour  naturaJl  difpofition  and  , rare  vertue,  and  of  the  learning  which 
you  recciue  both  by  reading  good  authors, and  by  your  familiar  commu- 
nication with  learned  and  great  perfonages  that  are  neere  about  your 
Maieftie  (whereby  I feemed  to  oppofe  the  light  of  an  ohfeure  dav,  full  of 
clouds  and  darknes,co  the  bright  beames  ofa  very  cleere  fhining  funne, 
and  to  take  in  hand,  as  we  fay,  to  teach  Mtmrua. ) I fay  all  thefe  reafoiis 
being  but  of  too  great  waight  to  make  me  change  my  opinon,yct  calling 
to  mind  manie  p.oodlic  and  graue  fentences  taken  out  offiindry  Grceke 
andLatinePhilofophers,  as  alfo  the  woorthie  examples  of  the  liucsof 
ancient  Sages  and  famous  men,  wherewith  thefe  difeourfes  were  inri- 
ched,  which  might  in  delighting  your  noble  mind  renew  your  memorie 
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with  thofe  notable  fayings  in  the  praife  of  vertue  and  dijptaife  of  vice, 
which  you  alwaies  loued  to  heai  c : and  confidenng  alfo  that  the  bounty 
of  ^«Lr«ithat  great  Monarkeof  the  Petf.ans  was  reumed  in  you, 
who  receiued  with  a cheerful!  countenance  a prefent  ofwater  of  a poore 
laborer,  whenhehad  no  need  of  ir,  thinking  it  to  be  as  peat  an  aftof 
magnanimitie  to  take  in  good  part,  and  to  receme  cheerfully  finall  pre- 

fents  offered  with  a hartie  and  good  affeiftion,  as  to  giue  great  things  li- 
berally; I ouercame  whatfoeuer  wofildhaue  ftaied  me  m mineenter- 
prife  For  I affured  my  fclfe  thus  much  of  your  bountifull  & roiall  great- 

Lsfwhichlcraueinmoft humble maner)  thatyou would  meafurethe 

gift  and  offer  of  this  my  fmall  labor,  not  according  to  the  defert  thereof, 
’ or  by  the  perfonofone  ofyour  bafeft  feruants  and  fubieas,  who  prefen- 
teth  it  vnL  you,but  according  to  the  excel  encie  of  thofe  things,  which 
you  (hail  fee  handled  in  this  Academie,and  according  to  the  leruiceablc 
Ld  moft  affedionate  defire,  wherewith  I dedicate  and  confecrate  both 
goods  and  life  toyourferuice.  IbefeechGod,Sir,to  preferueyour 
Maieftie  in  great  profperitie,  increafe  of  honor,  and 
continuance  of  a long  and  happie  life. 

AtBarrein  themonethof 
Februarie,i577* 
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HE  T>HILOSOPHERS 
teach  vs  by  their  rewritings,  and  experts 
ence  doth  better  fhew  it  vnto  vs,  that  to 
couetdnd  defire  is  proper  to  the  foule, 
and  that  from  thence  all  the  affeEiions 
anddejires  of  men  proceede,  which  draw 
them  hither  and  thither  dmerjly,  that 
they  may  attain e to  thatthmg,  which 
they  thinks  is  able  to  lead  them  to  the  enioying  of  feme  good, wher- 
by  they  may  Ime  a contented  and happie  life.  Which  f e Itch ie,  the 
mo  ft  part  of  men,  through  a falfe  opinion,  or  ignorance  rather  of 
that  which  isgood,and  by  following  the  inclination  of  their  corrup-^ 
ted  nature,  do  feekgand  labor  to  finds  in  humane  and  earthlie 
things,  04  in  riches,  glorie,  honor,  and  pleafkre.  'But  forafmuch  as 
the  enioying  of  the fe  things  doth  not  bring  with  it  fiuffcient  caufe 
of  contentation,  thej  perceiue  themfelues  alwaies  depriued  of  the 
endof  thetr  defires,  and  are  confirained  to  wander  all  their  life 
time  bey ondall bounds  andmeafure,  according  to  the  rajhnesand 
inconflancie  of  their  lufts.  And  although  they  reioice  for  a little 
while  at  euerie  new  change , yet  prefently  they  loath  the  felfe- 
fame  thing,  which  not  long  before  they  earnefily  defir ed.  T heir 
owns  eflate  alwaies  feemeth  vnto  them  to  be  woorfi,  and  euerte 
prefent  condition  of  life,  to  be  burdenfome.  From  one  eflate  they 
feek^  after  another,  fothat  now  they  withdraw  themfelues  from 
the  feruice  of  princes,  andmifltke  p ub  like  charges , and  by  andby 
they  blame  the  priuate  life,  labouring  that  they  may  be  tmploied, 
'They  forfike  one  countrie  to  go  and  dwell  in  another,  anifudden- 
ly  they  defire  to  returns  again  e into  their  former  waies.  They  that 
haue  neither  wiues  nor  children,feeke  and  wifh  for  them,  and  when 
they  haue  them,  they  defire  oftentimes  nothing  more  than  to  be 
rid  of  them : andfbone  after  ye  (hall  fee  them  married  againe. 
Haue  they  heaped  vp  great  ftore  of  wealth,  and  increafed  their 
reuenues  by  halfe  fo  much  more  f they  de(ire  notwithflandtng  to 
tnske  it  altogither  as  much.  The  foldier  feeketh  to  be  a captain : 
from  a captains  to  be  maifler  of  the  camps : frommatfler  of  the 

^ ij  campe 
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eamte  to  he  lieutenant  to  theki»g  • then  he'eeould  gUAljmake 
himfetfeking.  Tbc  feelie  PrieB  aouldhe  a Ctrtate:  ficm  a Cu- 
rate , Brfliof  .-from  a Bijhoppe , Cardmall : froma  Cardinall,  T’ope: 

andthenwouldcommaund  Kwgsandfoueraigne Princes.  Kings  ■ 

are  7dot  contented  toraigne  oner  their  owne  ftdbied:s , hut  hende 
thewfelues  abates  to  enlarge  their  limits  , to  make  themfelnes 
(if  they  can ) the  onclj  Cddonarchs . briefly , all  men  whofe  harts 
are  fet  vpon  worldly  goods , when  they  are  come  to  this  e slate  of 
life , they  would  at  tame  to  that : and  being  come  thereunto , fome 
other  nenedefire  carieththem  farther,  fo  that  this  mifehiefe  of 
continuall,  vneertaine  , and  vnfatiable  luHes  and  de fires  doth 
more  and  more  kfndle  in  them , vntill  in  the  ende  death  cut  off  the  _ 
thred  of  their  mconsiant , and  neuer  contented  life.  This  com- 
meth  topaffe , bicaufe  the  alteration  of  an  Eilat e and  condition 
of  life  plucketh  not  out  of  the  mind  that , which preffeth  and  trou- 
ble th  it:  namely,  the  ignorance  of  things , and  imperfeUion  ofrea- 
[on . But  they , who  through  the  fludie  of  wife  dome  are  furnifyed 
with  skill  and  vnderflanding,  and  know  that  all  humane  and  earth- 
lie  things  are  vneertaine  , deceit  full , flipperie , andfo  many  allure^ 
mentsvnto  men  to  dr  awe  ther?tj  into  a downe-fallanddesiruEii-’ 
ofr,theyI  fay,doelaie  a farre  better  and  more  certaine  founda- 
tion of  their  chief  e Qioodi  ^ content ation,  and  felicitie » For  they 
are  fo  farre  off  fto'm  being  caried  away , as  worldlings  are , with 
the  defre  of  greatnes , riches  , and pleafure , that  they  rather  de- 
fire leffe  than  they  haue , contemne  them,  and  fo  vfie  them  as 
though  they  had  them  not.  And  deliuermg  their  foules  by  the 
grace  of  God  ,fromaIlthofe  perturbations , which  befiege  them  in 
theprifon  of  their  bodies  , they  lift  vp  their  wifhes  and  de  fires, yea 
they  refer  al  the  endsof  their  intents  ^ aBions  t o this  only  marke , 
to  be  vnited  and ioined  to  the  laB  end  of  their  foueraigne  G ood, 
which  is  the  full  (fr  whole  fruition  of  the  effence  of  God,  that  their 
holy  affcBions  might  be  at  once  fulfilled  and  fiat isfied, by  en hying 
that  diuine  light, through  a mofi  happie  ^ immortal  life, when  they, 
Jhal  be  vncloathedof this  body  of  death,  of  all  cone  upi fences  ^ 

pafions,^  rehice  in  fitch  afeltcttie,as  neither  eie  hathfeene , nor 
eare  heard,nor  eucr  entred  into'lhe  hart  of  man . tAMoreouer  we 
ought  to  know, if  we  haue  neuer  fo  litle  iudgmh  & reafon,t  hat  in  al 
worldly  things  how  great  ^goodly  fioeuerthey  feeme  to  our  carnall 
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eies  fences ythere  is  Jkch  a mixture  of  hitt ernes  ^ diflike  ioined 
with  the  fruition  ofthemythat  if uve  could  diuide  the  euil  from  that 
which  of  the  ignorant  fort  is  called goodyC^  weigh  them  one  againU 
anotherythere  is  no  doubt  hut  the  bad  fart  would  eafrly  wei^  down 
what  goodnes  foeuer  could  be  found  among fi  them. But  how  Jhal  we 
call  that  good  y which  is  fo  mingle  dwith  euill  y which  oftentimes 
hurteth  more  than  it  profit eth,  and  which  being  pojfejfed  abun-- 
dantly  , cannot  yetkeepe  thepojfejjbr  thereof  from  being  wretched 
and  miferable  f what  content  at  ton  can  a man  find  therein , feeing 
that  fuch  a Cjood  commonly  flippeth  away  as  foone  as  it  is  recei^ 
uedyandalwaiesworketh  an  vnfatkble  defire  thereof  f What  feli- 
citie  fioall  we  expeEi  and  looke  for  in  the  fruition  of  that  thingy 
which  waxeth  old  andperijheth , and  which  men  are  alwaies  afraid 
to  loofe  f Now  1 pray  you  ywho  can  doubt  iuftly , but  that  the  <yua- 
litie  and  nature  of  riches,  of  glorie , of  honour  andpleajure  is  fuchf 
whereupon  we  mufl  con^de  , that  man  can finde  no  goodnes  yCon^ 
tentation  or  happineSyinany  thing  that  is  earthly  and  mortall.  Be* 
fideSy  whok^owethnot  fufficiently  the  poore  eUate  of  mans  life, 
which  in  the  fair  eft  of  his  race  commeth  to  nothing  in  the  twink^ 
ling  of  an  eie , fo  that  all  his  bodily  froewe  and  brightnes  turneth 
fuddenly  into  putrefaBion  f Who  doth  not  try  more  than  he  would, 
how  full  his  life  is  of  Jharpe  grief es , and  pricking  miferies , and 
howit  is  ajfauhedwith  continuall  troubles  ^ With  how  many  per* 
ising  cares  doth  it  abound,  and  what  griping  grief  es  doepmfue  it  ? 
Briefly , as  a wife  Grecian  faid,  hauing  but  the  bare  name  of  life,  it 
is  in  efeB:  andtruth  a continuall paine.zy^nd truly  that  thina  hath 
no  beeing  in  deedoywhich  changeth  without  ceafingyOs  the  nature  of 
man  doth , which  neuer  continueth  in  the  fame  eHate , no  not  the 
leaB  moment  that  is. I would  gladly  aske  of  thee  who  readeFi  this, 
or  doeflmeane  to  reade  itywhat  day, or  what  hower  thou  haflpaffed, 
or  now  pajjefl  ouer  ,fince  thou  hadFl  any  iudgement  or  know  ledge, 
wherein  thy  body  hath  not  felt  fome grief eyor  thy  hart  fomepajfionf 
.As  there  is  no  fea  without  tempeFi,  warre  without  danger,  or  tour- 
ney without  trauell:  fo  there  is  no  life  without  griefe , nor  calling 
without  enuie  or  care : neither  did  I euer  fee  or  k^ow  that  manywho 
hath  had  no  caufe  to  be grieuedyor  to  complame.  Doth  not  experi- 
ence daily  teach  vs , that  no  man  liuing  can  make  choife  of  any  e- 
ftate  void  of  all  trouble  yor flie  one  inconuenience , but  that  he  is  m 

A iij  danger 
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danger  to  fall  into  another  ? Is  it  not  alfo  moFi  certaine,  that  a fud^ 
den  toy  orprofperitte  , is  hat  afore-warning^orjtgne  of fome grief e 
^ heauie  calamitie  at  hand  f Bat  wioat  f ^all  we  for  all  this  thinly 
man fo  miferahle , that failing  all  hts  life  time  in  formes  and  tem^. 


being  in  this  world ) of  all  Goody: ontentation  and  happines , as  if 
there  were  no  meanes  to  aaoid^or  at  leaftwife  to  mollifie  the  mifhaps 
and  miferies  of  mankind, that  he  faint  not  vnder  the  heauy  burden 
of  them  1 JVherefore  then  do  wtfe  men  by  fo  many  learnedwritings 
tnuite  vs  diligently  to  feeke  after,  and  with  a burning  z,eale  to  em-- 
' brace  holy  vertuefayingyhat  by  hir  alone  a man  may  Hue  happily 
and  contentedly  in  euery  calling , andmay  enioy  therein  the  foue^ 
raigne  G oodyhrough  the  trancjutlhtie  and  reft  of  his  foule , pur^ 
ged  of  perturbations  by  T^hilofophy : IVas  it  in  vaine  and  fruitless 
that  an  infinite  number  offamom  per jon^es,  whom  HiFioriesyhe 
mother  of  antiquitie  fet  before  our  eies , imploied fo  great  trauett, 
pajfed  infinite  watchings  for fooke  and  contemned  riches,  pleafures, 
honors, and  worldly  commodities, to  get  and  treafure  vp  vertue  on^ 
ly  I And  why  do  we, after  their  example, defife  all  thefe  things, and 
Jpend that  which  we  account  moftpretiom,  I meane  time , that  we 
may  be  adorned  and  c loathed  with  vertue,  if  it  cannot  make  vs  hit 
that  marke , which  euery  one  fo  much  deftreth  and  feeketh  after 
with  fuch  great  paine  and  lab  our, namely,  that  they  may  enioy  fome 
chief e G ood  in  this  world,and  lead  thereby  a contented  and  happy 
life  ? Be  not  ouertaken  (friendly  Reader ) with  this  fmal difficulties 
which  perhaps  might  caufe  agroffe  and  feeble  head  not  well  inftru^ 
lied  in  wifedome,to flagger  and  depart  out  of  the  right  way.  Now, 
although  the  heauenly  wordonely  hath  the  per  fell  and found  know^ 
ledge  ofwifedomejbicaufe  he  is  that  et  email  wife  dome  tt  felfe,yet 
man  being  his  workyytanfhip,^  aided  with  his  grace, mull  not  leaue 
of  to  fe  eke  for,  ^ to  require  earnefily  of  him  that  gift  of  the  know- 
ledge & parttcipation  of  the  fecrets  oft  hat  incomprehenfible  truth, 
(fofarrefoorth  as  he  may  and  fhall  be  neceffiary  for  him ) that  his 
foule  thereby  may  obtaine  hir  permanent  and  ladling  happines, 
Adoreoiser, albeit  our foueraigne  ^ chiefs  Good,  our  per  fell  con- 
tentation  andabfolute  felicitie  be  onely  in  heauen  in  the  enioying 
of  that  diuine  light, yet  we  muFl  not  in  the  meane  while,  (albeit  we 

cannot 
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cannot  fully  poffejfe  that ) leaue  of  to  feeke  vphhout  ceafingy  or  glue 
oner  in  any  fort  to  keepe  and  follow  that  good  and  infallible  way  of 
vertuoywhich  caufing  vs  to  paffe  ouer  qmetly , andto  fitfiatne  with 
toy  offpirite  the  miferies  ofmankindyandappeafng  the  perturhati* 
ons  of  our foulesyfrom  whence  proceed  all  the  euils  that  torment  vs, 
and  making  them  void  of  all  damnable  efeBs,w/ll  teach  vs  to  lead 
a pie  afantype  ace  able  & ejuiet  ItfeyCli'  to  ejfebl  all  things  woorthy 
hefeeming  this  certame  hopOythat  we  foal  one  d^y  {by  the  grace  of 
God)  be  framed  a new  in  that  eternalymoft  happy  contented  life^ 

Let  vs  therefore  account  this  world , and  all  the  riches  thereof y 

as  a thing  belonging  to  an  other , as  a flraunger  and  nothing  ap^ 

pertaining  to  thofe  meny  who  beyng  regenerated  by  the  Jpirite  of 

grace  haue  profited  well  in  the  fchoole  ofwifedome.  Let  vs  not 

feeke  for  friehdfloippevpon  earth  : let  vs  not  couete  after  riches y 

glory y honour  andpleafurey  which  none  butfooles  doeextoll,  de~ 

fire  andwonder  at . Wee  are  not  of  this  worldey  but  flraunger s 

onely  therein  y and  therefore  let  vs  fiet  allworldly  things  behinde 

vSy  and  account  them  vnwoorthie  the  care  of  our  immortall foulesy 

if  we  meane  not  to.perifi  with  the  worlde  by  ioyning  our  fie  lues 

there-unto . Let  vsforfake  it,  Ifayforfake  it  boldly  howprectous 

foeuer  it  bee  y that  we  may  aboundantly  treafure  vp  that  great y Thiscommen- 

fweete  and  durable  wealth,  I meane  vertuey  which  is  honoured, 

touedy  and  defired for  it  felfe  onely,  which  is  the  true  and  whole-  vnderftoodof 

fome  medicine  for  dtfieafed  fioules,  the  reH  of  the  mynde  opprefi  of  Ji^oo^dvcr- 

fed  with  care,  the  caufie  {by  the  will  of  GOD)  of  that  chiefe  tnesf 

Good  wherein  the  principall  ende  of  the  fioule  conpHeth , and 

the  onely  ajfured guide  which  leadeth  to  the  Hauen  Jo  muchdefl- 

red  ofeuery  one ysamehe ythe  content ation  of  minde.  Which  thing 

this  prefent  ^y^cademie  doth  not  onely  fiet  before  our  eyes,  but  al- 

fo  doth  fme  and  keepe  vs  beyng  already  entered  into  this  Hauen 

of  fafetie , agaynii  alltempeHes , if  wee  will  our  felues,  and  not 

jpare  our  labour  to  reape  profit e of  thofe  learned  and  wife  inHru- 

Bions  that  are  here  giuen  vntovs  by  thepreceptes  of  doBrine, 

and  examples  of  the  lyues  of  auncient , vertuom  , and  famom 

men.  Tor  JirB  of  all  wee  [hall  learne  hereby  tok^ow  our  felues, 

and  the  ende  of  our  beyng . Secondly,  wee  Jhall  bee  inBruBed  in 

good  maners  , and  taught  how  we  may  Hue  we  Hand  happily  in 

uery  eUate  and  condition  oflyfe  whatfoeuer , Tea  we  Jhall  finde 

A tiij  in 
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fo  the  baCefi  and  lowefi  eBate,  vehich  of  the  ignoramt  and  com- 
mon for^f people  u oftentimes  called  miferable,  m much  toy  mA 
happinelfe,  as  a Monarch  can  be  partaker  of  in  thefruttion  of  hts 
matnelfe,  yea  much  more  than  he,  if  he  bee  wicked  .•  btcauje 
%ice  in  allEBates  maketh  the  pojfefour  thereof  wretched  and  _ . 
contrarywife,  Verttte  maketh  euery  condition  of  life  happy.  More- 
oner  wee  fhaH  fee  in  this  iAcademie,  that  euery  one  louyng  and 
fearino  GOD  may  obtaine  this  ineUimable  Good  ofvertue, 

and  thereby  remayne  a Conquerourouer  the  perturbations  of  hts 

foule,  which  breeds  allhis  miferie , remembring  this  pnnt  al- 
wayes,  fo  farre  foorth  as  the  fraile  nature  of  man,  ayded  by  the 
Jnthorofallgobdnefecan  attayne  to  this  perfeaton.  tVee  JhaU 
learne  here  how  we  ought  togouerne  our  felues  wifely  and  duett- 
fully  in  allhumane  aaions  and  affaires , and  in  all  charges  and 
places  whatfoeuer,  either  puhliqueorpriuate  whereunto  wefhall 
be  called . We  may  note  here  caufe  of  the  fubuerfton  and  rume 
of  many  Empires,  EBatesjtnd  Common-wealths,  andoftheglit- 
terino  [hew  and  glory  of  infinite  others : asalfo  the  caufe  of  the 
toreichednefeand  deBruaion  of  a great  number  of  men , and 
what  hath  lift  vp  others,  and  crowned  them.,  with  honour  and 
immortall  prayfe . Wejhallbee  taught  here  the  gouernement  of 
a houfe  and  familie , the  maner  of  the  education  and  tnBruttton 
of  children , the  mutuall  due  tie  of  married  couples,  of  brethren, 

■ of  maBers  andferuauntes,  how  to  commaund,  and  how  to  obey. 
Wefhall  fee  here  the  order  and  eBabliJhment  of  policies  andfu- 
periorities:  what  is  the  duetie  of  the  Heads  of  thenu , <>3  J'^fn- 
ces  and  Gouernours  of  nations,  as  alfowhat  the  duetie  of  their 
fubieBesis . Briefly,  both  great  andfmallmay  drawe  out  from 

hence  the  doBrineandknowledge  of  thofe  things  which  are  moB 

neceffarie  for  the  gouernement  of  a houfe , and  of  a Common- 
wealth, withfufiwientinBruBion  haw  to  frame  their  life  and  ma- 

ners  in  the  moulde  and  pat  erne  of  true  and  holy  vertue,  and  haw 
by  meanes  thereof  (the  grace  of  GOD  woorking  t» 
they  may  runne  the  race  of  their  dayes  in  ioy , happtnefje,  rest 
and  tranquillitie  of  ffirite,  and  that  in  the  middeB  of  greatest 

aduerfities,  which  the  vncertaintie  and  continuallchaunae  of  hu- 
mane things  may  bring  vpon  them., . Nawe  bicaufe  the  fequee 
compounded  of  the  fundrie  treatifes  and  difcourfes  of  this  zA- 


The  Author  to  the  Reader. 

cademhy  yrill  fujjic'tently  thee  in  all  things  ahoue  men^ 

tfoned,  ae  it  frormfeth  in  the  fore-jront  and  title  thereof,  I will 
not  dilate  this  matter  anj  farther, hut  onlj  defre  of  thee  ( Reader^ 
'patiently  to  heare  thefe  udcademicall  fludents,  from  the  firfi  of 
their  difcourfes  vnto  the  laH. Their  intent  wa4only(  as  thou  male  ft 
vnderftand  more  at  large  in  the  entrance  of  their  ajfembly ) to 
teach  themfe lues, and  next  euerj  one  according  to  their  abilitie, the 
insiitHtion  of  good  manors,  and  rule  of  good  lining,  for  all  or  dinar  ie 
and  common  eftates  and  conditions  of  life  in  our  French  ATonar- 
chie,to  the  ende  that  enery  member  of  this  folitike  body  ( brought 
thus  low  with  cuds,  and  beaten  with  tempe  ftnoi-u  ftormes)  might 
fomewhatheipe  and ^r oft e it  by  their  counfels  and  hiflniti ions ^ 
^nd  this  thou  may  e si  do  ( friendly  Reader ) if  than  iakeft  pajns  to 
read  well,to  vndersland  be  tier, and  ( which  is  beTt  of  all ) to  follow 
the  precefts ,wUriiEiions  and  examples,  which  thois {halt  find  here  : 
as  alfidf  thois  bringeH  hither  a good  will  and  c he  ere  fall  difpoftttcn, 
voyd  of  all  malic  totss  enuy,  which  at  this  day  is  commonly  pt'aElijed 
by  maft  men  of  this  our  age  ( who  like  to  malic  to  Us  Cenforers ) bu- 
fie  them  flues  rather  in  feeling  out  what  to  bite  at,  and  to  repre-- 
hend in  other  mens  workes,  than  to  draw  out, and  to  commend  that 
which  IS  good,  or  to  affay  to  make  them  better,  Teftdes,  thou  fait 
haue  fomewhat  to  commend  in  the  order  of  thefe  difcourfes,  and  in 
the  maner  of  teaching  which  is  in  them.  For  after  the  handling  of 
that  knowledge  which  is  ejpecially  necefary  for  man,  allthofe  ver- 
tues  follow  which  he  ought  to  imbrace,  and  thofe  vices  which  he  is 
to jhun.NextJoe  is  inStkutied  in  that  which  concerneth  hcufe-kee--^ 
ping  : then  in  that  which  hath  reffreB  to  eslates  andpolicies,  lafi 

of  ail  how  he  may  die  well,  after  he  hath  Itued  well . As  for  the 
ner  of  teachmg,whtch  IS  diligently  obferued  by  thefe  Academics, 
thou  fait  fee  that  fit  ft  they  pray fe  that  vertut,  or  difprayfe  that 
vice  which  they  propound  tothemfelues  to  difcourfe  vpon,that  they 
may  ?nooue  and fame  mens  minds  as  well  to  hate  the  one  as  to  de- 
fire  the  other TFhen  they  define  that  wherofthey  difcoir- fie, that  the 
end  of  the  prefent  fubieB  may  be  better  bnowen.  Afterward,  they 
giue  precepts  to  find  out  the  means  wher  by  to  attame  to  that  which 
is  Good, and  to  efchew  the  euil.LaHly,they  adde  examples, which 
are  liuelyreafons, and  of  great  waight  to  mooue  men  with  delight 
to  embrace  vertue  and  to  flic  vice.  Now  if  thou  thinkeslthat  too 

little 
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Mlelsfpokefi,  confidering  the  goodly  and  large  matter  here  pro- 
'pomdeddt  is  not  bicaufe  they  knew  not  that  the  excellencie  ofeue- 
rythin^pHt  foorth  here  is  fo great,  and  the  reafons  fo  abomdant 

that  a man  might  wellmak^  a books  therofby  it  fe  If e, as  many  lear^ 
nedmenhaue  dorke,but  the  chiefe [cope and drtft  of  thefe  Inter- 
jpkakers,was  to  difconrfe  briefy  offuch  things  as  are  neccffarily  re- 
mired  in  the  inHitution  of  manors, and  of  a happy  life.  N euerthe- 
leffe  it  may  wellbe,  that  thatwhwh  thou  findeH  not  fuff  dent  ly  fo- 
lowed  in  one  place  may  be  learned  in  another,  if  thou  lookefl  vnt  a 
the  end.  Moreouer  they  who  are  here  named,and  who  mind  to  re- 
tainealwayes  the  nameofdifciples,  n^uerpurpofedor  prefumed  to 
fet  downs  refoluqons,or  to  appoint  lawes  which  are  neceffMy  to  be 
kept,  and  may  not  be  changed  in  any  wife  by  thofe  that  are  cleere- 
fighted,  according  to  the  occurrence  & benefit  of  the  eliate  of this 
Monarchic,  but  grounding  their  counfels  and  mltruBions  vpon 
the  founds  ft  and  moft  approoued  opinion  of  the  writings  of  learned 
menfiothofauncient  and  late  time s, and  vpon  fuch  as  drew  neerefl 
to  the  infallible  rule  of  the  holy  feriptures  according  to  the  fmall 
meafure  of  graces  giuen  them  from  aboue,  they  haue  left  t o euery 
one  (following  therein  the  ancient  fchoole  of  the  ulcademikcs)  h'- 
bertie  to  compare  the  motiues  of  the  one  fide,  with  the  reafons.  on 
the  other,  that  the  truth  of  all  things  might  be  diligently  fearched 
out  and  inquired  after,  that  none  through  any  head- fir ong  con- 
ceit Should  be  wedded  to priuate  opinions:  and  that  afterward 
choife.might  be  made  of  the  besi,and  offuch  as  are  mofi 
certainyherby  to  order  and  rule  all  intents  a'ndaEii- 
ons,  andto  referre  them  to  the perpetuall glory 
of  that  great  Lord  of  Hierarchies,  who  is 
the  onely  caufe  and  chiefe  fountain 
of  all  Good,  contentation, 
andhappinejfe. 


Spe  certa  quid  melius  ? 
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THE  FIRST  DAIES  WORKE 
ofthis  Academic, with  the  caufe 

of  their  aflemblie. 

Hen  GOD  by  his  infinite  and  vn» 
fpeakable  goodnes, beholding  with 
a fatherly,bountifull,and  pitifiill  eic 
our  poore  France  (which  moft  cruel 
againftit  felfe,  feemed  to  run  amain 
moft  furioufly  to  throw  it  felf  head- 
long into  the  center  of  fome  bot- 
tomleffe  gulfe)  had  fcnt  from  hea- 
uen  the  wiflied-for  ncwes  of  peace  in  the  midft  of  ciuill 
and  domefticall  armies,  (which  a man  might  fay  were  of 
purpofc  prepared  for  the  finall  ouerthrow  of  this  French 
Monarchic,  that  hath  floriihcdfo  long  time)  fparing  by 
his  heauenlie  grace  and  fauor,and  that  in  defpite  of  them, 
the  bloud  of  thofe  men,  who  held  foorth  their  right  hand 
to  cut  off  the  left,  among  manie,  who  touched  with  the 
loue  of  their  countrie,and  with  true  zeale  to  pietie,  reioi- 
ced  at  this  fo  well  liking  and  hcalthfull  newes,fower  yong 
gentlemen  of  Aniou,  who  came  togither  to  feme  their 
Prince,and  to  facrifice  their  liues,ifneed  required,for  the 
welfare  and  fafetie  of  the  Common  wealth,  were  none  of 
the  laft  that  fought  out  one  another,  and  met  togither  to 
teftific  ech  to  other  (as  their  mutual!  kindred  and  fworne 
frendQiip  did  inuite  them)the  ioy,which  filled  their  fouls, 
arifing  of  fo  happie  and  vnlooked  for  fucceffe  and  altera- 
tion of  affaires:  to  the  end  alfo  that  they  might  giuegloric 
and  praife  to  him, who  for  the  benefit  of  his,knoweth  wel 
how  to  take  order  euen  in  thofe  things,  which  according 
to  the  iudgement  of  men  are  deiperate  and  paft  recouery. 
And  that  which  gaue  them  greater  occafion  to  reioice  for 
this  peace,  and  fo  diligently  to  feeke  out  one  another  was 
this,  bicaufe  contrarie  to  hope,  they  faw  the  meanes  offe- 
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redthemtoretiirne  home,  and  to  continue  an  exercife 
that  greatly  pieafed  them,  which  not  long  before  the  lafl 
fal  of  France  into  troubles  they  had  happily  begun.  Now 
to  let  you  ( readers)  vnderftand  what  this  exercife  was, 
thefe  fower  gentlemen  being  of  kin,and  neere  neighbors, 
and  in  a maner  of  one  age,were  by  the  care  and  prudence 
oftheir  fathers  brought  vp  and  nourifliedtogitherfrom. 
their yoongy ceres  in  the  ftudieof  good  letters,  in  the 
houfeof  an  ancient  wife  gentleman  of  great  calling,  who 
was  the  principall  ftocke  and  roote  of  thefe  fruitful!  buds* 
This  man  by  reafon  of  his  manifold  experience,  and  long 
abode  in  ftrange  countries,  knew  that  the  common  cor- 
ruption of  French  youth,  of  it  felfe  inclined  to  pleafure, 
proceeded  chiefly  from  the  oner  great  licence,  and  excef- 
flue  libertie  granted  vnto  them  inthe  V niuerfities  of  this 
Kealmc,  as  well  through  the  fault  and  negligence  of  the 
gouernors  and  tutors  in  them,  as  alfo  bicaufe  of  theeuill 
gouernmentofthe  townesatthis  day.  Fie  knew  alfo  that 
they  were  no  leife  abufed,  who  thinking  to  auoidc  this 
dangerous  downe-fall  at  home,did  fend  their  children  to 
ftudie  abroad  amongft  ftrangers,  where  the  traflikeand 
merchandife  of  mifehiefs  is  more  common  and  eafieto 
be  made,  bicaufe  they  feare  not  that  newes  will  prefently, 
or  fo  fpeedily  be  caried  to  their  parents,  as  if  they  were 
neere  vnto  them . O h how  well  woorthie  of  eternall  praife 
is  the  prudence  of  this  gentleman,  bringing  to  my  re- 
membrance Eteocles  one  of  the  mofl:  noble  Ephories  of 
Lacedemonia,  who  freely  anfwered  Antipater  fiftie 
pledges,  that  he  would  not  giuc  him  children,  leaft  if 
they  were  brought  vp  farre  fromjtheir  fathers, they  fliould 
change  the  ancient  cuftome  of  iiuing  vfed  in  their  owne 
countrie,  and  become  vicious : but  of  oldemen  and  wo- 
men, he  would  giue  him  double  the  number,  if  he  would 
hauethem.  Wherevpon  being  threatened  by  this  king,  if 
he  fpeedily  fent  him  not  of  the  youth : we  care  not(quoth 
he)for  threatenings.For  if  thou  command  vs  to  do  things 
that  are  more  greeuous  than  death,  we  will  rather  choofc 
death : fo  carcfull  were  the  men  of  old  time, that  the  dref- 
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Cng  and  trimming  of  thefe  yoong  plants  (hould  not  be 
out  of  their  prefence.  But  let  vs  go  on  with  our  matter. 

This  good  and  notable  old  man  hauing  fpent  the  greater 
part  of  his  yeeres  in  the  feruice  of  two  kings,  and  of  his 
country,  and  for  many  good  caufes  withdrawen  himfelfe 
to  his  houfe,  thought  that  to  content  his  mind,  which  al- 
waies  delighted  in  honeft  and  vertuous  things,  he  could 
not  bring  greater  profit  to  the  Monarchie  of  France, than 
to  lay  open  a way  and  meane  to  preferue  and  keepe  youth 
from  fuch  a pernicious  and  cancred  corruption,  by  offe- 
ring himfelfe  for  example  to  all  fathers,and  fliewing  them 
theway  tohaue  a more  carefull  eieinthe  infirudion  of 
their  children,  and  not  fo  lightly  to  commit  them  to  the 
difcipline  of  vices,  by  the  hands  of  mercenarie  and  hired 
Grangers.  And  this  was  begun  vpon  thefe  fower  yoong 
gentlemen,whom  he  tooke  to  his  owne  houfe, by  the  con- 
fent  of  their  parents,  offering  himfelfe  to  the  vttermoft  of 
his  power,  to  helpctheir  gentle  nature,  which  appcered 
in  them  wobrthie  their  anceftors,  by  training  it  vp,firft  in 
the  feareof  God,as  being  the  beginning  of  al  wiledome : 
fecondly,  in  humane  learning  and  knowledge,  which  arc 
heceffarie  helps  to  Hue  well  and  happily,  to  the  benefit  of 
the  focietie  of  men  .To  this  cnd,after  that  he  himfelfe  had 
fliewed  them  the  firft  grounds  of  true  wifedome,  and  of  al 
things  neceffarie  for  their  faluation , according  to  the 
meafurc  of  grace  giuen  him  from  aboue,  and  as  their  age 
could  conceiue  them,  he  labored  earneftly  to  haue  in  his 
houfe  feme  man  of  great  learning, and  wel  reported  of  for 
his  good  life  and  conuerfation,vnto  whom  he  committed 
theinftrudion  of  this  yoong  Nobilitie.  Who  behaiicd 
himfelfe  fo  wel  in  his  charge,that  not  greatly  flaying  him- 
felfe in  the  long  degrees  of  learning,  which  being  ordina- 
rie,and  vfuall  in  our  French  Colledges,are  often  more  te- 
dious (befides  Ioffe  oftime)  than  profitable  to  youth,  af- 
ter he  had  indifferently  taught  his  fchollers  the  Latine 
toong,and  feme  fmackering  of  the  Greeke,  he  propoun- 
ded for  the  chiefe  part  and  portion  of  their  fludies  the 
morall  philofophie  of  ancient  Sages  and  wife  men,  togi- 
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ther  with  the  vnderftanding,&  fearchingoutof  hiftoriej, 
which  are  the  light  of  life : therein  following,  the  intent 
and  will  both  of  him  that  fet  him  on  worke,  and  alfo  of 
the  parents  of  this  Nobilitie,who  defired  to  fee  their  chiU 
dren,  not  great  Orators,  futtle  Logitians,  learned Lawi^ 
ers , or  curious  Mathematicians , but  onely  fufliciently 
taught  in  the  dodrine  of  good  lining,  following  the  tra- 
ces and  ftepsof  vertue,  by  the  knowledge  of  things  paft 
from  the  firft  ages  vntiU  this  prefent : that  they  might  re- 
fer all  to  the  glorie  of  the  diuine  maieftie,  and  to  the  pro- 
fit and  vtilitie  as  well  of  thcmfelues  as  of  their  country. 
And  yet  in  the  meane  while  thefe  noble  & toward  youths 
were  not  depriued  of  other  exercifcs  meete  for  them, 
which  (as  the  diuine faith)  are  very  profitable  for 
this  age,  and  helpe  much  to  quicken  the  Ipirits  of  yoong 
men,  and  to  make  their  bodies  which  are  weake  by  na- 
ture, more  ftrong  and  apt  to  fuftaine  trauell ; as  namely, 
to  ride  horfcs,  to  run  at  the  ring,  to  fight  at  barriers,  to 
appliethemfelucs  to  all  kind  of  weapons,  andtofollowe 
the  chacc  of  beafts.  All  which  excrcifes  this  wife  and  an- 
cient Knight  did  intermingle  with  their  earned  ftudies 
by  way  of  recreation,  himfelfe  ftanding  them  in  fteade  of 
a maifter.  For  in  fuch  exercifes  he  was  as  fully  furnifhed  as 
is  to  be  wiflied  in  a man  of  valure  and  adiuitie,  infomuch 
that  he  was  more  expert  than  many  of  our  time , who 
make  no  other  profefifion.  Now  this  fchoole  hauing  been 
continued  for  the  fpaceof  fixe  or  feauen  yeeres,  to  the 
great  profit  of  thisnobilitieof  Aniou,  the  fower  fathers 
onadaytooke  their  iournie  to  vifite  this  good  old  man, 
and  to  fee  their  children.  And  after  the  vfuall  welcome, 
which  is  betweene  kinffolks  and  friends,  they  difeourfed 
logither  of  the  corruption,  which  then  was  in  alleftates 
of  France,  wherevpon  they  forefawe  ( as  they  faid  ) fome 
great  ftorme  at  hand,  if  eueric  one  did  not  put  to  his  hel- 
ping hand  for  the  corredion  and  reformation  of  thern, 
but  chiefly  the  fecular  power  authorifedof  God  for  this 
purpofe.  They  alledged  for  witnes  of  their  faying  many 
examples  of  ancient  eftates,  common-wealths  and  king- 
doms. 
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doms, which  were  fallen  from  the  height  of  glorie  and  cx- 
cellencie  into  a generall  fubuerfion  and  ouerthrow,  by 
reafon  of  vices  raigning  in  them  vnpunilhed.  And  thus 
continuing  their  fpeech  from  one  thing  to  another,  they 
fell  in  talke  of  the  corrupt  maners  that  might  particular- 
ly be  noted  in  all, and  thofe  maintained  by  authoritie  and 
with  commendation,  infomuch  that  both  great  and  fmal 
cndeuored  to  difguife  vice  with  the  name  of  vertue.In  fine 
they  were  of  opinion  to  heare  their  children  difcourfc 
heervpoiijthat  they  might  know  and  iudge,  w'hetherthey 
had  profited  fo  w^el  in  the  inftitution  of  good  maners(the 
rule  ofgoodlifc)by  folowingofvertue,and  by  theknow- 
ledgeof  hiftories  ( thepatterneof  the  time  paft  for  the 
better  ordering  of  the  timcprefent)  as  their  maifter,who 
wasprefcntatthe  difcourfesof  thefe  ancient  gentlemen, 
did  alTiire  them, by  intermingling  the  praifcs  of  his  fchol- 
lers  in  the  midft  of  their  graue  talke , and  vaunting  that 
they  were  wxll  armed  to  refift  the  corruption  of  this  age. 
For  truly  vertue  purchafedand  gotten  bypradife,  is  of 
no  leffe  power  againft  all  contagion  of  wickednes,  than 
preferuatiues  well  compounded  are  of  force  in  a plague 
time  to  preferue  in  good  helth  the  inhabitants  of  a coun- 
trie,and  as  hceretofore  that  famous  phyficion  Hippocrates 
preferued  his  citie  of  Coos  from  a mortalitie  that  was  ge- 
nerall throughout  all  Grecia,  by  counfelling  his  country- 
men to  kindle  many  fires  in  all  publike  places,  to  the  end 
thereby  to  purifie  the  aire  ; euen  fo  wdiofoeuer  hath  his  ' 
foule  pofTefled,  and  his  hart  well  armed  wdth  the  bright- 
nesand  power  of  vertue,heflial  efcape  the  dangers  of  cor- 
ruption,and  efehew  all  contagion  ofeuill  maners, But  re- 
turning to  the  intent  and  defire  of  our  good  old  men,  bi- 
caufe  they  had  finall  skilin  the  Latine  tong,they  determi- 
ned to  haue  their  children  difeourfe  in  their  ownenatu- 
rall  toong,  of  all  matters  that  might  ferue  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  and  reformation  of  euerie  ettate  and  calling,  in  fuch 
order  and  method,  as  themfelues  with  their  forefaid  mai- 
fter  flioiild  thinke  beft.  For  this  purpofe  they  had  two 
howers  in  the  morning  granted  vnto  them,  wherein  they 
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fbould  be  beard,  and  as  niuch  after  dinner,  which  was  to 
each  of  them  one  howerin  a day  to  fpeake  in.  You  may 
gheffc  (gentle  readers  ) whether  this  liuely  youth  did  not 
beftow^he  reft  of  the  day,  yea  oftentimes  the  whole 
night  vpon  the  well  ftudying  ofthat  which  they  purpofed 
to  handlc,and.with  what  cheerfulnes  of  hart, and  willing- 
nes  of  mind  they  pre  fen  ted  thsmfelues  before  the  hono- 
rable prefence  of ^their  fathers,who  were  fo  greatly  deligh- 
ted in  hearing  them,  thatforthe  moft  part  in  ftead  of 
fewer  hewers  a day  before  mentioned,they  beftowed  fixe 
or  eight.  For  after  they  had  heard  the  two  firft  difeourfe 
one  morning,  they  had  not  the  patience  to  refer  the  reft 
of  that  matter  vnto  the  afternoone,  when  ti^e  other  twain 
of  their  children  fhould  be  heard,  but  commonly  com- 
manded them  prefently  to  enterthe  lifts, and  to  proceed, 
as  being  iealous  ouer  their  glorie  in  regard  of  their  com- 
panions. In  this  comm.endable  maner  of  pafling  their 
time  they  continued  certain.e  daies.  But  the  hidden  and 
forrowfiill  newes  of  the  laft  frantike  returne  of  France 
into  ciuill  war  brake  vp  their  liappie  afiemblie,  to  the  end 
that  thefe  noble  youths,  betaking  themfelues  tothefer- 
iiicc  due  to  their  priqce,  .and  to  the  welfare  and  fafetie  of 
their  coimtrie,  might  make  triall  of  their  firft  featesof 
armes,  wherein  they  wanted  neither  readines,  nor  valure 
of  hart,  which  being  naturally  in  them  was  alfo  increafed 
by  the  knowledge  of  philofophie,  Theftudie  whereof  re- 
fembling  Plato  faith)  to  a feparation  of  the  foule  from 
the  bodie,  ft^ndeth  wife  men  in  ftead  of  an  exercife  to  die 
without  feare,  when  dutic  requireth  it,  .and  caufeth  them 
to  efteeme  of  death,  as  of  the  caufe  of  the  true  and  perfed 
good  of  the  foule.For  which  reafon,  Socrates, XeKopho'a^Ar^ 
chiton, Thiicidides, Thales, Spamwo?2da5,2ir\(i  a million  of  other 
famous  men,  learned  philofophcrs,  and  hiftoriographers 
hauing  charge  of  armies,  neuer  doubted,or  feared  in  any 
fort  to  offer  themfelues  cheerfully  vnto  all  perils  and  dan- 
gers, v/hen  the  queftion  and  contention  was  for  publike 
benefit  andrafetie,and  inaiuft  war,  without  which  a wife 
man  neuer  ought  to  fight.  Yea  I dare  boldly  fay,  that  the 
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greateft,  andmoft  famous  exploits  of  warfare,  were  at- 
chicued  for  the  moftpart  by  them  and  their  like.  Which 
feruedwellforafpurreto  our  yoong  Angeuins  to  caufe 
them  to  vndertake  this  iournie  with  ioy  and  cheerfulnes 
of  fpirit,  being  refolued  to  follo^y  with  all  their  might  the 
examples  of  fuch  great  and  notable  perfonages,  as  hifto- 
ries,  the  treafurieof  time,  did  call  to  their  remembrance. 

When  they  were  in  the  campe,each  of  them  according  to 
his  particular  affedion  ranged  himfelfe  vnder  fundry  cor- 
nets of  great  Lords  and  good  captaines.But,as  we  faid  in 
the  beginning, after  news  of  the  peace  proclaiiTied,which 
was  fo  greatly  looked  for,  and  defired  of  all  good  men, 
they  labored  foorthwith  to  meete  togither,knowing  that 
their  ioint^returne  would  be  acceptable  to  their  friends, 
efpeciallyto  that  good  olde-man  by  whome  they  were 
brought  vp.  Moreouer  they  deliberated  with  themfelues 
as  foone  as  they  were  arriuedat  the  old  manshoufe,  to 
giue  their  fathers  to  vnderftand  thereof,  to  the  end  they 
might  be  certified  from  them,  whetherit  were  their  plea- 
furesto  haue  them  reiterate  and  continue  in  their  pre- 
fence the  moralldifcourfes.  begun  by  th^m,;  as  we  learned 
before,  that  they  might  bee  refrefhed  with  the  remem- 
brance of  their  ftudies , and  thereby  alfo  keepe  faft  for 
euer  thofe  good  inftrudions,which  by  the  daily  trauell  of 
fo  inanieyeeres  they  had  drawen  out  of  the  fountaine  of 
learning  and  knowledge.  As  it  was  deuifed  by  them,  the 
execution  therof  followed,fo  that  all  thefe  good  old-rnen 
being  affembled  togirher,  taking  vp  their  firft  order,  and 
conferring  anew  of  the  fame  matters,  daily  met  in  a wal- 
king place  coiiered  ouer  in  the  midh:  with  a goodly  green 
Arbour,  alotting  for  this  exercife  from  eight  to  ten  in  the 
morning, and  from  two  to  fower  in  the  afternoone.  Thus 
they  continued  this  exercife  for  the  fpace  of  three  whole 
weekes,  which  make  eightecne  daies  w'orks,  befides  the 
three  Saboth  daies,  fet  apart  by  them,that  they  might  reft 
and  ceafe  from  their  ftudies,  and  attend  the  better  to  the 
chiefe  point  of  that  holie  daies  inftitution,  which  is  to  the 
contemplation,  and  confideration  of  the  works  of  God, 
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of  his  law, and  of  his  praifes.During  which  tune  it  was  my 
good  hap  to  be  one  of  the  companie  when  they  began 
their  difcourfes,  at  which  I fo  greatly  woondred,  that  I 
thought  them  worthie  to  be  publiftied  abroad,  as  well  to- 
enrich  our  French  toongwith  an  infinit  number  of  grauc 
fentences,  and  fpceches  worthie  to  be  remembred,  being 
drawenout  of  thefountaine  of  Greeke  and  Latinearts 
and  difeiplines,  through  the  incredible  labour  of  thefe 
youths,  louers  of  vertue,  as  alfo  to  awake  and  ftirre  vp  by 
their  example  all  the  Nobilitie' with  a ieloufie  and  emula- 
tion of glorie, gotten  by  the  fame  vertue.Foronely  vertue 
is  able  to  guide  and  conduft  gentlemen  to  honor,  for  the 
obtaining  whereof  (as  they  fay)they  contend  and  fight  fo 
often,  and  can  alfo  reftore  them  to  the  fruition  of  their 
firft  rights  of  authoritie,  and  goodlie  priuileges,  whereby 
(as  we  read  of  the  ancient  Romans)  fuchaswere  moll 
worthie  amongft  the  Nobilitie  were  chofen  to  attend  y n- 
to  thefe  three  things:namely,to  the  feruice  of  G od, which 
is  to  gouerne,  as  the  feripture  fpeaketh : fecondly  to  the 
adminiftration  of  lawes  and  iuftice,  which  is  the  piller  of 
kingdoms  : and  Mly  to  the  tuition  and  defcnceof  the 
Common-wealth  by  armes,  which  isthe  aflurancetherof 
againftallpraddfesandalfaultsof  theenimie.  Of  which 
three  excellent  adminiftrations,  necelfarie  for  the  efta- 
blilhing  and  maintenance  of  all  eftates  and  common- 
w'fialths,  the  moll  part  of  our  Nobilitie  rctaineth  the  laft 
onely,  which  likewife  they  feeme  to  defpife  in  a maner, 
fubmitting  to  their  great  lhame,  byreafonof  their  igno- 
rance and  weltring  in  delights  andpleafure,  their  confer- 
ence, honor,  goods,  and  life,  to  the  opinion  and  iudge- 
mentof  thofe  whom  nature  and  right  had  fubieded  to 
them.  But  marke  how  we  deuifed  to  proceed  in  our  dif- 
courfes  : to  wit,  that  three  of  vs  one  after  another  ihould 
vtter  fome  fentence  or  memorable  faying,  in  the  praife  of 
that  vertue,  ordifpraifeofthatvice,  whereof  we  were  rc- 
’ ^ - - • " • ’ ’ eawhole 

he  lliould 
, and  two 
others 


folued  to  fpeake,and  that  the  fourth  ihoum  max 
difeourfe  of  that  matter.  Which  being  ended, 
begin  the  firft  propofition  of  the  fecond  treatife 
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Others  fliould  follou^e  him  therein  : then  the  laft  fliould 
make  the  fecond  whole  difcourfe  for  that  morning.  Likc- 
wife  in  the  afternoone,  the  fame  partie  was  to  lay  open 
that  matter, which  was  to  be  intreated  of,  and  two  otliers 
continuing  it,oneof  thore,whoin  the  morning  did  onely 
propound, (hould  difcourfe  in  his  turne  : and  then  giuing 
vnto  his  companions  new  matter  fubied,  he  which  as  yet 
had  not  difcourfed  at  all,was  to  handle  it,  and  fo  to  make 
an  end  for  that  day.  And  thus  all  fewer  of  vs  followed  the 
fame  order  daily,vntil  euerie  one  in  his  courfe  had  intrea- 
ted according  to  appointment,  both  by  the  precepts  of 
dodrine,  as  alfo  by  the  examples  of  the  Hues  of  ancient 
Sages  and  famous  men,  of  all  things  neceffarie  for  thein- 
ftitution  of  maners,  and  happie  life  of  all  eftates  and  cal- 
lings in  this  French  Monarchic.  Butbicaufelknowe  not 
whether,  in  naming  my  companions  by  their  proper 
names,ruppofing  therby  to  honor  them,  as  in  deede  they 
deferue  it,  I fliould  difpleafe  them,  ( which  thing  I would 
not  fo  much  as  thinkc  ) I haue  determined  to  do  as  they 
that  play  on  a Theater,  whovnder  borrowed  masks  and 
difguifed  apparell,  do  reprefent  the  true  perfonages  of  f 

thofe  whom  they  haue  vndertaken  to  bring  on  the  ftage. 

I will  therefore  call  them  by  names  very  agreeable  to  their 
skill  and  nature : the  firft,A  s e R,which  fignifieth  Felicity: 
the  fecond,  A m a n a,  which  is  as  much  to  fay  as  Truth : 
the  third,  Aram,  which  noteth  vnto  vs  Highngs:  and  to 
agree  with  them  as  well  in  name,  as  in  education  and  be- 
hauior,!  will  name  my  felfe  A c h i t o b,  which  is  all  one 
vjixh  Brother  ofgoodnes.  Further  more  I will  call  and  honor 
theproceeding  and  finifhingof  ourfundrie  treatifesand 
difeourfes  with  this  goodlie  and  excellent  title  of  Acade- 
mie, which  was  the  ancient  & renowmed  fchoole  amongft 
the  GreekePhilofophers,  who  were  the  firft  that  were  e- 
fleemed,and  that  place  where  Plato,Xeuophou,  Tolemon,Xe- 
Tjocrates,  and  many  other  excellent  perfonages,  aftervv^ard 
called  Academiks,  did  propound  & difcourfe  of  al  things 
meet  for  the  inftrudion  and  teaching  ofwifedomerwher- 
inwepitrpofed  to  followe  themtoourpowerj  asthefe- 
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qucle  of  our  difcourfes  (hall  make  good  proofe.  Begin 
then  Ceentlc  readers  ) to  heare  that  which  we  fpake  con- 
cerningMan  in  the  firftdaics  worke,  Yfingthefc  or  the 
like  fpeeches. 


AferjFelicitie : Amana, Truth : Aram,  Highnes : 
Achitob,  Brother  of  goodnes. 
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, Hen  I direa  my  flight  now  and  then 
( my  companions  ) euen  vnto  the 
heauens,and  with  the  wings  of  con- 
templation behold  their  wonderfull 
greatnes, their  terrible  motions,be- 
ing  contrarie  and  without  ceafing, 
;the  liuely  brightnes , rare  beaiitie, 
^ ^ ^nd  incomparable  force  of  the  fun 
andmoone,  their  vnchangeablecourfe,  one  while  caufe 
oflight,  and  by  and  by  after  of  darknes.the  infinite  num- 
ber  of  goodlie  ftars,andoflb  many  other  celeftiall  fignes. 
and  from  this  excellent  and. conftant  order  of  all  tnefc 

things,  as  one  rauifiied  and  amafed,  when  I withdraw  my 

fpirite  lower  into  the  elementarie  region,  to  admire  and 
wonder  at  the  fituation  and  fpreadingof  the  earth  amidft 
the  waters,  both  of  them  making  one  round  malfe  or 


of:  befides,when  I acknowledge  in  tnisearc.iauuw,.L..L 

as  many  fundrie  and  moft  beautifull  plants, and  kindes  ot 
earthie  and  waterie  creatures, as  there  arc  graines  offand 
on  the  (ea  banks : and  when  I delight  my  leltc  m the  \ ^ri- 
etie  of  minerals  & pretious  ftones,conf;dering 
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qiialitle,and  vertiie  of  each  of  thefe  things  : briefly, when 
1 admire  the  diuerfitie  of  times  and  fcafons,  thecontinu- 
allfpringoffountaines,  thecertainecourfeof  riiiers,and 
generally,  fo  manie  wondcrfull  works  vndcr  the  cope  of 
heauen,  I cannot  maruell  enough  at  the  excellencic  of 
Man, for  whom  all  thefe  things  were  created,  & arc  main- 
tained and  preferued  in  their  being  and  moouing,  by  one 
and  the  fame  diuine prouidence  alwaies  like  vnto  it  felfe. 

A M A N A.  There  is  nothing  more  certaine  than  this, 
that  all  things  whatfoeuer  either  the  eie  can  behold,  or 
the  eare  hearc,were  created  for  the  benefit,  profit,  and  vfe 
of  man,  and  that  he  was  made  excellent  aboue  all  things 
to  rule  oner  them  : yea  the  very  Angels  arefenttomini- 
fter  for  their  fakes,  which  fliall  receiue  the  inheritance  of  Hcbr.i. 
faluation. 

Aram.  Oh  vnfpeakable  and  heauenlie  goodnefle, 
which  haft  created  man  little  lower  tlian  thy  felfe,  and 
crowned  him  with  glorie  and  worfliip.  But  tell  vs  I pray  pfai^.g, 
thee  (A  c H I T o B)more  particularlyjwhat  this  great  and 
principall  worke  of  nature,  CMm,  is,  to  what  end  his  be- 
ing was  giuen  him,  and  how  he  hath  fliewed  foorththe 
fruits  thereof.  Tor  It  muft  needes  be,  that  there  is  fome-  things  were 
thing  in  him  greatly  to  be  woonderedat/eeing  all  things  createdfor 
were  created  to  feme  and  obey  him.  ’ 

A c H I T o B.  Truely  yee  haiie  reafon (companions)  to 
begin  our  happie  aflembly  with  that  knowledge,  which 
we  ought  to  haue  of  our  relues,as  being  the  ftorehoufe  of  wikiomL 
all  wirdome,and  beginning  of  faluation  : wherof  we  may 
haue  an  aflured  teftimonie  from  that  father  of  Philofo- 
phic  Socrates,  who  beholding  the  firft  precept  written  at 
Delphosin  that  temple  of  ^poIio,whi€h  was  fo  renowmed 
throughout  Grsecia,  nmiQly  yKnonfthj felfe, wsls  foorth-  - 
with  driiien  into  a very  deepe  cogitation,  and  being  rapt 
with  contemplation  of  fpirit,  he  began  from  that  time 
forward  to  doubt  and  to  inquire  ofhimfelfe.  Wherupon 
contemning  that  way,  which  all  the  Philofophcrs  of  his 
time,  who  bufied  themfelues  about  nothing , but  onely 
in  finding  out  thecaufesof  naturall  things,  and  in  dis- 
puting 
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puting  curioufly  of  them,  he  gaue  himfelfe  wholie  to  the 
Tiiefouitistm-  knowledge  of  himfelfe , I meanc  of  his  foule , which  he 
ly man.  maintained  to  be  in  deed  man^and  by  difputuation  to  in- 
treatofthefoueraignegood  thereof,  andofvertue.  By 
which  meanes  the  gate  of  wifedome  was  opened  vnto 
him , wherein  he  profited  in  fiich  fort,  that  according  to 
theoWleatDelphos,  he  was  called  of  all  men  the  wife, 
the  iuft,the  prince  of  Philofophers,  and  father  ofPhilolV 
therofphiio-  phie.Andfurely  out  of  his  fayings,  which  being  more  di- 
nine  than  humane,were  written  by  his  difciples,  all  other 
Philofophers  haue  draw ne  their  knowledge.  HsracUtm 
another  excellent  man , minding  to  giue  out  in  fpeech 
that  he  had  done  fomc  notable  a§:,w'oorthy  of  himfelfe, 
faid  : I haue  fought  my  felfe.  Which  beginningtruely  is 
verie  necafi'arie  for  manjas  being  a guide  to  leade  him  to 
the  true  knowledge  of  God,  which  is  a heauenly  gifte  ot 
God,and  peculiar  to  his.  And  this  islearnedly  taught  vs 
by  the  fame  Socrates , where  he  faith,  that  the  dutie  of  a wife 
man  is  to  feeke  out  the  reafons  of  things,  that  in  the  ende  he  maj 
fmde  that  diums  reafon  wherhj  they  were  made:  and hautng  found 
itynayworfhifandferueit,  that  afterward  he  may  enioy  it , and 
SocratesfaM  reape  profite  thereby.  Moreouer  he  addeth,  that  the  perfeH 
that  the  know-  l^owledee  of  ones  felfe, which  conffleth  in  the  foule , is  in  fuch  fort 

onewithoutthe  other 

mufi be ioined  be  fincerc  and perfeH.  And  for  the  fame  reafon,  Plato, 

togechet.  difciple , who  for  the  exccllencie  of  his  writings  was 

furnamed  the  !>/«/»?  ,faith,rW  the  perfeB  dutte  of  man  isfrfi 
71'o^^n^ou'  toknewhisownenamre  ; then  to  contemplate  the  dittine  nature: 
rifteth.  andlaH  ofallto  beftow hie kbour in thofe things , rehichmaybe 

mof  benefciall  to  allmen.  Ignorance  ofa  mans  felfe  (faith 
LaBantins ) and  the  want  of  knowledge  wherefore  and  to 
Ignorance  of  ^j-j^t  end  hc  is  bomCjis  the  caufe  of  error,  ofeuill,  of  lea- 
cAufeofmweb  uiiig  the  tight  way  to  follow  the  crooked , of  wandring 
out  of  theplaine  way  towalke  in  the  ragged  andvnee- 
uen  way, or  vpon  a dangerous  and  flipperie  mountaine : 
and  laftly,  of  forfaking  the  light  to  walke  in  darknes. 
Now  ifwe  account  it  a (liamefull  thing  to  be  ignorant  of 

thofe  things  which  belong  to  the  life  of  man,  furely  the 
^ not 
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not  knowing  of  our  feluesis  much  more  diflioneft.  Let 
vs  then  confider  what  man  is , according  to  that  meanc 
knowledge,  which  by  the  grace  ofGod  weare  endued 
withal, not  (laying  in  thofe  curious  definitions,which  the 
Philofophers  hauemade.  Man  is  a creature  madeof  God  wii.icmani^ 
after  his  owme  image, iuft,holy,good  and  right  by  nature, 
and  compounded  of  foule  and  body.  I fay  of  foule,  which 
was  infpired  of  God  with  fpirite  and  life,  and  of  aperfed 
naturall  bodie,  framed  of  the  earth  by  the  fame  power  of 
God.In  this  fort  man  had  his  beeing  of  the  eternal  work- 
mafter  of  the  whole  world , of  whom  he  was  created  by 
his  incomprehcnfiblegoodnes,  to  be  made  partaker  of 
his  immortalitie  and  permanent  felicitie,  for  thisonely 
ende  to  fet  foorth  the  glorie  of  his  Creator,and  to  fpeake  Theendeof 
and  do  thofe  things  that  are  agreeable  vnto  him,through 
the  acknowledgement  of  his  benefits.  From  which  ende 
man  being  fallen  of  his  own  free  wil  through  ingratitude 
and  difobedience , was  bereaued  of  all  thofe  ornaments, 
which  he  had  receiued  before  of  God , and  in  (leede  of 
righteoufnesandholines,  all  iniquitie,  filthinesand  vn* 
clean nes  entred  into  him:  wherby  he  was  made  the  (laue 
of  finne  and  of  death, from  whence  all  thofe  miferies  had 
their  beginning , wherewith  the  life  of  man  is  ouerwhel- 
med.  His  foule  alfo,  was  wrapped  with  infinite  hurtfull 
pafrtons,and  perturbations,  which  worke  in  it  a continu- 
all  difquietnes , and  his  body  became  fubied  to  innume- 
rable trauailes, and  violent  vntowardnes.  Ofwhkh  cor- 
ruption the  ancient  Philofophers  had  great  and  affured 
knowledge,  but  the  firft  and  true  caufe  thcrof, which  was^ 
finne,  and  the  voluntariefallofman,  with  his  reftoring 
vnto  grace  by  the  vnfpeakeable  goodnes  and  mercie  of 
his  Creator,from  whence  he  was  fallen,  were  alwaies  hid- 
den from  them,  ( as  we  fhall  fee  anon)  as  allb  from  an  in- 
finite number  of  men , who  lining  . holily  according  to 
the  world  neuer  had  the  perfed  knowledge  of  God  in  his 
eternall  fonne.  As  for  any  good  thing  whaefoeuer  they 
vttered,  or  found  out,  it  came  through  earneftnes  of  ftu- 
dic,by  difeourfing  and  confidering  in  the  reafonablepart 
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oftheirfoule,ofthofe  things  which  offred  themfeluesto 
their  mindc.But  forafmuch  as  they  were  not  wholy  ouer- 
whelmed  in  euery  part  of  reafon  , and  yet  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  heauenly  word  lefiis  Chrift,  they  vttered  ma- 
ny things  contrarie  one  to  another  : and  inthemidft  of 
their  great  and  woonderfull  skill  (according  to  that  fay- 
in^  of  the  Scripture , n>ho  hidethhis  fecrets  from  thefrudent 
aftdreHcUth  them  to  babes)  they  had  a continuall  troubled 
fpirit , wandring  here  and  there  afwell  in  the  feeking  out 
ofthemfeluesandofthecaufes  of  naturall  things , as  of 
thofe  things  which  are  aboue  nature.  And  truely,the  rea- 
fon of  man,  naturally  ingraffed  in  his  hart,which  fo  farre 
foorthas  he  is  man,  and  according  to  his  habilitie  and 
maner  oflife  he  imitateth  and  followeth,  is  diuers  from 
There |a  dou-  ^ fpeciall  grace  from  aboue  commeth  to  the 

man.  elcd,  accompanieth  them , and  helpeth  them  in  all  their 

adions.  This  is  full  of  faith,  andofvndeceaueableaflu- 
ranee  of  eternal  promifes-.the  other,weake, troubled  and 
woonderfnlly  hindred,  wherin  a man  can  neuer  haue  any 
certainerefolution.  This  is  that  which  caufed  AriHotlcy 
who  was  difciple  ,and  prince  of  the  Peripatetike 

fchoole,  to  ray,that  the  more  knowledge  a man  hath , the 
greater  occafion  of  doubting  was  offred.  Neither  can  we 
iudge  otherwife  but  that  the  fame  reafon  of  trouble  and 
Heraclitus  wepc  doubting  mooucd  the  aboue  named  Heraclitus  that  great 
continually.  philofopher,to  fpcnd  his  life  in  continuall  weeping, how- 

foeuer  he  alleageth  wifely,  that  it  was  for  the  compalfion 
he  had  of  mans  nature, both  for  that  the  life  of  men  con- 
fifted  in  nothing  but  in  miferies,  as  alfo  becaufe  all  the  la- 
bours wherein  they  exercifed  themfelues , feemed 
him  to  be  woorthy  of  great  commiieration  and  • 
namely,feeing  that  they  being  farre  wide  of  iuftice  , did 
yet  through  too  greedie  defire  make  themfelues  flaues 
Democritus  ai-  vnto  all  couctoufiies  and  vaingloric.  This  alfo  was  an  ar- 
vraici  laughed,  gumcnt  of iiiconfiancie  and  waucring  in  T)€mocritHs,'sifno 
neuer  came  abroad  amongft  men  jbut  he  laughed  vnmea- 
furably  at  all  their  works  and  deeds.  Howbeit  herein  he 
faid  tniely,that  the  life  of  man  was  vanitie  andfollie,  and 
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that  all  their  lufies  and  defires  were  fonde , and  woorchy 
to  be  laughed  at.  But  fuch  extremities  oflaushter  and 
weeping  are  not  fecmely  in  him,  who  is  well  infiruded  in 
thelhidie  of  Philofophie,  and  in  the  certainc  knowledge 
of himfelfe : which  thing  thefePhilofophers  fo  earneftly 
laboured  to  attainc  vnto , as  we  fliall  lee  anon , after  we 
haue  learned  what  other  ancient  men  haue  thought  of 
the  nature  and  ftate  of  man.  What  other  thing  (faith  Pin- 
ciarw)i$  man, than  the  fliadow  of  a dreame  in  ones  flecpe.? 
Whereby  he  flieweth  thevanitie  of  man  by  an  excellent 
manner  offpeaking,  verie  fignificantly  vttering  his  mea- 
ning. For  what  thing  is  leffe  than  a dreame , yea  than  the 
fhadow  of  a dreame  ? Homer  hauing  compared  mortall 
creatures  together,  both  in  refped  of  their  continuance, 
as  of  the  maintenance  of  their  life,  crieth  out,  that  of  all 
thofe  which  walke  on  the  earth  and  draw  breath,  there  is 
notone  more  miferable  than  man.  Timon  the  Athenian 
detefting  much  more  than  al  thefe  the  imbecility  ofmans 
nature,  vfed  and  imploied  all  his  skill  to  perfwade  his 
countrimen  to  abridge  and  fliorten  thecourfeof  their  fo 
miferable  life,and  to  haflen  their  end,  by  hanging  them- 
felues  vpon  gibbets , which  he  had  caufed  to  be  let  vp  in 
greatnumberdn  ahelde  that  he  bought  for  thefamepur- 
pofejvntovvhofeperfwafionsmany  gaue  place.  Plinie  re- 
hearfing  the  great  miferies  wherewith  man  commeth  in- 
to this  world,  and  the  manifold  labors  wherin  he  liucth^ 
faidc , that  it  were  good  for  a man  not  to  be  borne  at  all, 
or  elfe  fo  foone  as  he  is  borne,  to  die.  It  was  a cuftome  a- 
mongft  the  Scythians  to  weepe  at  the  birth  of  their  chil- 
dren,and  to  reioice,and  make  a folemne  feaft  at  the  death 
of  their  parents.  Now  as  the  opinions  of  thefe  philofo- 
phersheere  named  by  vs,  who  being  deftitute  of  the  light 
of  God,and  of  true  religion  had  no  other  foundation  but 
their  owne  humane  and  w^eake  difcourfes,are  to  be  reiec- 
ted  for  incloling  all  mankind  in  fuch  a vile  and  ahkd 
eftate,  fo  on  the  other  hde  we  mu  ft  take  heed,  that  we  en- 
ter not  into  that  prefiimptuous  opinion  of  many  others, 
who  endeuour  to  lead  man  to  the  confideration  of  his 
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dignitieandexcdlende,  as  being  endewed  with  infinite 
graces.  For  they  perfuade  him,that  through  the  quick  ncs 
of  his  vnderftanding,  he  may  mount  vp  to  the  perfed 
knowledge  of  the  greateft  fecrets  of  God  and  nature,and 
that  by  the  only  ftudie  of  philofophie,he  may  of  himfelfe, 
following  his  o wne  nature  become  maifter  of  all  euill  paf- 
fions  and  perturbations,  andattaine  to  a rare  and  fu- 
preniekindeof  vertue,  which  is  voidofthofeaftedions : 
that  being  thus  exempted  and  freed  from  all  vice,  he  may 
lead  a molt  happy  and  perfed  life.This  did  the  Stoike  phi- 
Thcprefumptu  lofophcrs  with  onc  confent  maintaine  andteach^faying : 

Whofoeuerreceiued  their  dodrine,  if  in  the  morning  he 
were  very  wicked, in  the  euening  he  (liould  become  a very 
good  man : & if  he  laid  himfelfe  downe  to  fleepe,being  ig- 
norant,vicious  & poore,the  next  morning  he  (hould  arife 
' wife,vertuous,rich,happie  and  iuft.  Zeno$eneca,Diogenes, 
ChryfwtM,  and  infinite  mo,  otherwife  endewed  with  moft 
fruitful  dodrine,  as  we  (hall  vnderftand  heerafter,were  of 
this  opinion.  Infomuch  that  ClTryJ^ns  faid,that  Dion  the 
- chiefcft  man  for  knowledge  inSyracufa,wasnole(fever- 
tuous  than  his  god  lupiter,  to  whom  they  attributed  per- 
fed  diuinitie.  Seneca  alfo  boafted  that  he  had  receiued  life 
by  the  benefit  of  God,but  to  line  wel/rom  himfelfe.Thus 
whileftthey  granted  tomans  power  fuch  an  excellent  and 
diuine  difpofition,  they  lift  him  vp  in  a vaine  prcfumpti- 
on,in  pride  and  truft  in  himfelfe,  and  in  his  owne  vertue, 
which  in  the  end  cannot  but  be  the  caufe  of  his  vtter  vn- 
doing.  We  therefore  holding  the  meane  betweene  thefe 
two  contrarie  opinions(as  the  perfedion  and  goodnes  of 
all  things  confiftcth  in  mediocritie)  and  continuing  to 
fpcakc  of  man  as  we  haue  alreadie  begun,  do  fay,  that  the 
knowledge  of  himfelfe  is  very  necelfarie  for  him, and  that 
vhccndofthc  hauing  pcrfedly  attained  therunto,he  hath  caufe  both  to 
knowicdgcof  humbled  greatly,  as  alfo  to  glorie  and  reioice.  Firft  to 

ijur  c ues.  humble  himfelfe  through  the  fence  and  feeling  of  his  va- 
nitie,peruerfnes  & corruption,  in  which refped  he  ought 
to  hate  and  be  difpleafed  with  himfelle,  bicaufe  he  behol- 
deth  his  deftrudion  and  condemnation  ingrauen  in  his 

confcicnce. 
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confciencc.  Secondly^  he  is  toglorie  in  the  knowledge  of 
God^which  infeparably  followeth  the  other^after  he  hath 
learned  this,  that  in  the  mercie  of  God  he  may  recoiier 
that  which  is  wanting  in  himfelfe,  hauing  once  beene 
made  and  fafliioned  of  God,  who  is  altogither  pure,  wife, 
true,good  and  aImightie,to  the  end  he  might  be  partaker 
of  his  glorie«For  the  obtaining  heerof,  he  had  giuen  vnto 
him  from  the  beginning(as  truftie  guidcs)godlines,  holi- 
ties,  and  religion  : godlines,  to  the  end  he  might  knowe 
thereby,that  he  had  God  for  his  father  : holines,to  yeeld 
vnto  him  continuall  glorieand  praife  : and  religion,  to 
keepe  him  in  a continuall  meditation  of  his  grace  and  be- 
nefits, and  to  feme  him  for  an  indifToluble  bond  to  knit 
him  to  his  Creator,who  threatened  him  with  death,  iHie 
didthecontrarie.  But  our  firft  father  through  ingrati- 
tude and  difobedience,  forfakingthofehcauenlie  guides 
to  follow  his  owne  free-will,depriued  himfelfe  and  all  his  ° 
pofteritieof  that  promife  of  eternall  life,  that  was  made 
vnto  him.  Whereupon  being  dead  to  his  firft  life,  which 
wasmofthappieand  innocent,  through  his  offence  and 
peruerfnes  of  his  fin,  he  began  from  that  time  forward  to 
hue  a mortall  life,fo  that  his  bodie  and  foule  became  fub- 
ied  to  infinite  miferies  and  damnable  infirmities,  which 
draw  ypon  them  the  condemnation  of  eternall  death. 
Notwithftanding  God,  whofe  goodnes  and  mercie  are 
endles,  reeftablifhed  and  aftiired  the  fucceflion  of  his  im- 
mortall  inheritance  vntothofe,  whomitpleafedhimby 
grace  to  make  dead  to  fin  and  aliue  to  himfelfe,  through  Thereftonng 
thefatiffadionof  his  wrath  made  by  the  innocencie  of 
his  eternall  fohne,  purging  them  inhisbloud,  andope- 
. ning  vnto  them  by  him  the  gates  of  heauen,  after  he  hath 
renewed  them  in  righteoufnes,  holines  and  innocencie, 
that  they  may  follow  after  godlines  and  religion.  And 
knowing  that  man  fo  fraile  and  wcake,  might  cafily  fall 
downe  vnder  the  heauie  burden  of  thofe  miferies  and  ca- 
lamities, whereunto  the  corruption  of  his  nature  made 
him  fubiea:,and  wherein  by  reafonofhereditariefinne  he 
fhould  remaine  during  this  mortall  life,  as  alfo  that  thofe 
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furious  and  continuall  paffions,  which  are  mingled  togi- 

ther  in  his  foule,  being  ioined  to  the  common  infirmities 
ofhis  bodie,  would  be  of  too  great  force  to  throwc  hint 
againe  headlong  into  deftrudtionj  this  infinite  mcrcieof 
God  appointed, that  from  the  beginning  there  fhould  re- 
Aiimennitursi-  maineiii  thefpirite  of  man  a little  fparke  of  light,  which 
lyhaue  feme  him  to  3 naturall  loue  of  the  truth,and  to  a defirc 

to  inquire  after  it,yea  which  pricketh  and  prouoketh  him 
notto  fleepcaltogitherinhisvices.  This  weake  infhnct 
being  awaked, ftirred  vp,  holpen  and  difpofed  by  the  pure 
grace,  vertue  and  power  of  the  author  of  all  goodnes, 
Effefts  of  chri-  draweth  and  moueth  a Chriftian,  regenerated  by  the  ho- 
ftianregenerv  Qhoft(after  knowledge  of  himfelre,and  hatred  of  that 

“““■  which  is  in  him)to  fecke  after  and  to  couet  with  a fpeciail 

hartie  defire,  that  goodnes  and  righteoufnes  whereof  he 
is  void,  and  that  glorious  libertie  of  which  he  depnued 
himfelfe.  Furthermore,  the  fame  heauenlie  grace  bleffing 
this  holie  defire  of  the  man  regenerate , caiifeth  him  to 
draw  out  of  the  doarine  of  holie  feriptures  that  where- 
withal! he  may, if  not  heale  perfedly  his  wicked  inclinati- 
ons, yet  at  the  lead:  contaiae  and  repreffe  them  infuch 
fort’  that  they  breake  not  out  into  any  damnable  execu- 
tion.He  teacheth  him  alfo  to  receiue  the  infirmities  ofhis 
flefh  as  fatherly  chaftifements  for  his  fin,and  as  neccflaric 
means  to  exercife  him, and  to  keepe  him  in  awe.  And  laft- 
ly.for  the  vpihot  and  perfeaion  of  all  happines  and  felici- 
tie  in  this  world,  he  inftruaeth  him  how  he  may  lead  a 
? quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  beholding  the  woonderfull 

works  of  thediuinitie,  which  he  is  to  adore  and  honour, 
and  in  the  amendement  and  correaion  of  his  maners  na- 
turally corrupted,  by  fquaring  them  after  the  patterne  of 
vertue,that  fo  he  may  be  made  worthie  and  fit  to  gouerne 
humane  affaires, for  the  profit  of  manie:  and  at  length  at- 
taine  to  theperte(ftion  of  a wife  man,  by  ioiningtogither 
•rheperfeaion  aSiue  life  with  the  contemplatiue  in  the  certaine 
wi  cmans  expeftation  of  a fecond , immortall  and  mod 

blcffedlife.  Whereunto  alfo  the  precepts  and  difcourfes 
of  learned  and  ancient  philofophers,  may  feme  for  our 

indrudion 
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inftrudionand  pricking  forward  : asalfo  the  examples 
(which  are  liuely  rearons)of  the  lines  of  fo  manie  notable 
men,  as  hiftories,  the  mother  of  antiquitic,  do  as  it  were 
reprefent  aliue  before  our  eies.  And  this  in  my  iudge- 
mentis  fufficient  generally  to  vnderftand  of  Man,  feeing 
weareheerafter  to  difeourfe  more  particularly  of  both 
hisprincipallpartSjthe  bodie  and  the  foule. 

♦ 

Of  the  iodic  and Joule  0 

A c H r-  |-HHe  bodie  and  foule  arc  fo  knit  and  conioi- 
T o B.  I ned  togither,  that  nothing  can  feparatc 
A them  butdeath  the  deftroier  of  all,  which 
through  finne,and  for  the  iuft  punifliment  thereof  entued 
into  the  world. And  this  is  no  fooner  done,but  that  what- 
foeuer  we  foe  of  man  vaniflieth  from  before  our  eies  : the 
earthie  part  returning  into  the  maffe  of  earth  fro  whence 
it  came,  according  to  that  faying  of  aArifiotle,  that 
thmgs  are  refolued  into  thofe  things  whereof  they  are  comfomded: 
likewifo,  that  which  is  fpirituall  and  inuifiblegoethinto 
an  eternallimmortalitie  from  whence  the  being  thereof 
proceeded. 

A s E R.  Truly  this  knitting  togither,  and  coniundion 
ofthe  bodie  and  foule  is  a moft  wonderfiill  thing  in  na- 
ture,yea,as  manie  of  the  philofophers  fay,againft  nature : 
feeing  the  foule,  which  is  light,  is  contained  within  the  the  wonderful 
bodie  being  heauie : that  which  is  of  celeftiall  fire,  within  coniunaionof 
that  which  is  cold  and  earthie  ; that  which  isinuifible  fouler 
within  that  which  is  palpable  : that  which  is  immortall, 
within  that  which  ismortall.  But  what  ? Where  is  the 
fence  of  man,  which  is  able  to  comprehend  the  reafon  of 
the  doings  of  that  great  Maifter-builder  of  the  vniuerfall 
frame?  Yea  there  is  more.  For  during  this  coniimdion, 
as  all  things  that  mooiie  within  this  generall  globe  arc 
maintained  by  agreeing  difeords,  euen  fo  of  necefiitie  Aiithingsare 
there  muft  be  fuch  a harmonic  betweene  the  bodie  and 
the  foule, that  by  the  helpe  of  the  one,the  other  fubfifteth  cords. 
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2 0 OftheBodie  and  Soule. 

aud  abideth,  and  that  through  their  continuall  ftriuing 
fometimestheone,  and  then  the  other  be  in  the  endo- 
beied. 

A M A N A,  Thou  telleft  vs  heere  of  a wonderful  ftrangc 
thing,  that  that  which  is  fpirituall  and  immortall  fome- 
time  obeieth  that  which  is  mortal,  and  made  of  a corrup- 
tible lumpe.  But  I vnderftand  thee  well.  This  proceedeth 
of  the  imperfedion  and  imbecillitie  of  our  nature  .For(as 
Socrates  if  we  were  perfed  philofophers  we  would 
neuer  agree  with  our felues,  but  refift  continually.  Now 
following  this  matter,  make  vs  to  vnderftand  more  par- 
ticularly (Aram)  what  the  bodie  and  foule  are,  what 
properties  they  haue,  and  what  is  the  excellencie  both  of 
the  one  and  the  other . 

^ R a M.  With  a good  will  my  companions,  and  firft  I 
If  ^ w'ill  begin  at  the  definition  of  a body.  A body(as  the  Phi- 

O a O le.  lofophersfay,  fpeaking  generally  of  all  things  that  haue 
bodies)is  that  which  may  be  deuided  and  meafured  after 
three  forts,in  length,in  breadth,and  in  deapth.Or  accor- 
ding to  otherSjE  bodie  is  a mafle  or  lump,  which, afmuch 
as  lieth  in  it,rerifteth  touching,and  occupieth  aplace,  A 
body  (faith  T/ato ) is  that  which  being  in  his  proper  place 
is  neither  heauie  nor  light,  but  being  in  aftrange  place 
firft  inclinethfomewhat,  then  is  driuenand  caried  for- 
w^ard  either  with  heauines  or  lightnes.  Hereupon,  both 
he  and  other  Philofophers  difcourfe,  learnedly  and  pro- 
foundly of  the  particular  nature  of  al  bodies,of  the  earth, 
ofthefire,oftheaire,  ofthe  water , and  of  all  other  both 
fimple  and  compound  bodies,and  of  their  contrarie  mo- 
tions. But  feeing  all  thofe  difcourfes  are  at  this  prefen c 
without  the  compafle  of  our  Academy,letvs  fimplie  with 
moreprofite,and  that  according  to  the  fcripture , define 
the  body,  which  we  haue  vndertaken  to  handle.  We  fay 
Gen.  then, that  the  body  is  fieni,that  euery  affedion  of  the  flefh 

Rom.  8.  deadly, and  that  the  works  therofare  vncleannes, pride, 

Thf  works  of  fornication,enmity,debate,wrath,contention,cnuy,mur- 
thcflc/h.  der.gluttonie  and  fuch  like:  andtherfore  that  the  bodie 
is  made  of  mortall  matter ,,  of  as  fmall  continuance  as  a’ 

vefTell- 
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veflell  of  earth, finning  without  ccafing,  and  endeuoring 
that  that  which  is  fhut  vp  within  it,(hould  pleafe  it.  Not- 
withftanding  we  ought  not  to  negleS;  and  contemne  the 
woonderfuli  frame  of this  heaucnly  plant,as  FUto  calleth 
it, faying, that  the  roote  thereof  is  in  the  head  drawing  to- 
wards heauen : feeing,as  in  a little  world, we  may  behold  Maniuiitde 
therein  the  excellencie  of  the  woonderful  works  of  God, 
and  that  in  fb  great  meafure,that  the  wifeft  and  moft  elo- 
quent men  could  neuer  fet  them  foorth  fufhciently . And 
if  we  cal  to  minde  how  by  his  almightie  power  he  framed 
himatthefirftofa  peeceofearth , wcfliall  notneede  to  Gcn.3. 
ftand  long  heere  to  inquire  and  fearch  out,  how  he  could 
be  ingendred  and  faQiioned  in  his  mothers  wombe,  how 
he  receaiied  nourifhmentand  life,andlaftly,how  he  came 
into  the  light.  As  for  example,  how  the  fixe  firft  daies  af-  ofthe  concept 
ter  hisconception,he  is  nothing  but  milke  : the  nine  fob  “S^sof  mTrl.' 
lowing, blood ; twelue  daies  after,  flefh  : and  howe  in  the 
eightecnenextenfuing,hcisfafliioned,  at  what  time  the 
fruite  beginneth  to  Hue,  and  to  haue  fence,  which  is  the 
flue  and  fortieth  day  after  he  was  conceaued.  Thefearc 
fecrets  of  nature,  which  may  feeme  as  incomprehcnfiblc, 
and  beyond  the  capacitie  of  man, as  his  firft  creation. For 
what  greater  maruell  can  there  be,  than  that  of  a little 
drop  ofmans  feed  there  fhould  be  engendred  bones,  fi- 
newes,  vaines,  arteries,  fimilarand  inftrumcntali  partes, 
skinneandflelh,  and  that  all  thefe  fhould  be  framed  in 
thatkinde,  figure,  and  fimilitude,  which  we  daily  fee  in 
mcn,who  are  all  created  after  that  maner  ? What  needc 
we  then  to  make  an  anatomy  of  all  the  chiefeft  partes  of 
the  body  of  man , when  as  the  confideration  of  the  leaft 
of  them,  which  peraduenture  may  be  found  to  be  moft 
nece{farie,will  fuffice  to  rauifh  vs  with  admiration?  What  oftheexcci- 
fuperfluous  thing  can  be  noted  in  the  bodie  ? What  fmall  anJof 

parcell  is  there,  which  the  nobleft  part  may  want  conue-  aii  the  parts 
niently,  and  which  is  not  partaker  of  euerie  euill  difpofi-  ^^ercof. 
tion  thereof  ? What  thing  is  there  in  the  whole  nature 
thereof,  which  doth  not  fatisfie  that  dutie  verie  profita- 
bly , whereunto  it  is  borne  and  appointed , which  moo- 
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ueth  not  of  it  felfe,  which  either  doth,  fuffereth  or  difpo- 
feth  ofit  felfe  otherwife  than  is  moft  expedient  and  meet 
for  it  owne  benefite,and  for  the  reft  of  the  frame  of  man? 
The  progreffe  and  growth  thereof  from  day  to  day,  from 
houretohoure,  and  that  ofall  the  parts  together  of  this 
principall  worke  at  one  inftant,  euen  from  the  firfi  houre 
of  his  being  vntil  his  whole  perfeftion,are  they  not  more 
heauenly  than  humane  things  What  is  more  woonder- 
fullvnderthe  cope  of  heauen than  theconiunaionand 
fubiedion  ofthe  naturall  fences  vnto  the  bodie,  I meane, 
ofthe  fight,fmelling, hearing,  tafte  and  touching,  where- 
by (faith  Tkto ) the  common  fence,  which  is  as  it  were  a 
generall  receptacle,conceaueth  d outward  things?  What 
an  excellent  propertie  in  man  is  it , to  voide  from  him  a 
profitable  fuperfluitie  of  his  nourifliment , from  whence 
t^he  caufe  of  thepreferuationofmankindeproceedeth  ? 
The  articulate  and  diftinft  voice, proper  to  him  onely,  is 
it  not  woorthy  of  great  maruell  ? What  greater  fecret  of 
nature  could  rauilh  the  minde  of  man  more  with  ae^ra- 
tion  than  amongft  the  infinite  multitude  of  men  in  the 
world, to  confider  the  variety  of their  geftures,  and  diuer- 
fity  of  their  countenances, that  hauing  al  but  one  and  the 
fame  forme, yet  not  one  almoft  refembleth  another  ? And 
when  in  fo  great  varietie,  two  are  found  refembling  in 
all  points  one  another, as  we  read  of  fome,euen  offundry 

nations,  who  haue  been  taken  indifferently  one  for  the 
other,  is  it  not  a ftranger  matter  ? Howmaruellousisit, 
that  ail  men  hauing  a toong  wherewith  they  fpeakeand 
fing,  yet  we  feldonie  fee  that  the  fpeaking  and  fingingof 
one  refembleth  the  fpeech  and  tune  of  another,  wherup- 
on  it  commeth  to  paffe,that  friends  and  familiars  often- 
times acknowledge  and  vnderftand  one  another  by  their 
fpeech  and  voice  before  they  fee  ech  other?  Who  will  not 
admire  this  great  fecret  in  the  hand  of  man , that  a hun- 
dred thoufand  writers  may  write  the  fame  thing , with 
the  fame  inke  and  like  pen,and  that  with  three  and  twen- 

tie  letters,  which  haue  each  his  owne  figure  and  (h3pe,and 

yet  the  writings  lhall  not  refemble  one  another  fo,  but 
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thzt  cucry  writing  tn^y  be  knowne  by  his  h^nd  th^t  wrote 
it?  Briefely , what  is  there  in  the  whole  body  of  man,  that 
is  not  full  of  rare  beautie  ? This  is  fufficient  for  the  mat- 
i terinhand,nowletvscometothefoule,  which  is  much  . 

- more  noble,andinfufed  into  the  body  by  God  the  Crea- 
I tor , without  any  vertue  of  the  generatiue  feed,  when  as  «d. 

the  parts  of  the  body  are  alreadie  framed  and  fafliioned. 
i This  alone  can  lead  vs  to  the  knowledge  of  God  arid  of 
our  fclues,or  rather  as  .S«o'<*f«faid,  we  Ihall  neuer  vnder- 
ftand  perfedly  what  the  foule  is,  except  we  firft  know 
God,  and  behold  it  in  him , as  in  a true  glalfej  who  onely 
can  reprefentitvntovs.Let vsth^nfee  whatthefoulc  is, 
according  to  the  fayings  of  the'ancient  Philofoplyrs. 

Thales  Mtlefiits, one  of  the  fages  of  Grxeia , who  florilhed 
in  Athens  in  the  time  of  ^chab\h\^  of  luda,  was  the  nrft  The  definition 
that  defined  the  foule,  affirming  it  to  be  a nature  alwaies  oMcIouIc. 
moouing  it  felfe.  i^^/?^^or<i^(the  light  of  his  time,  and  the 
firft  that  tooke  vnto  himfelfe  the  .name  of  aPhilofopher,  p , ^ 
bicaufe  all  thofe , who  before  him  were  addidedto  the  the  fim  that  was 
contemplation  of  the  diuinity,&of  thefecretsbf  natufe, 
caufed  themfelues  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Mages  and  ^ 
wifemen , which  he  would  not  haue  fpoken  of  himfelfe, 
faying, that  this  diuine  and  lofty  title  of  Wife,  was  proper 
to  God  onely,and  that  it  farre  paffed  all  humane  ability) 

I fay  this  excellent  man  Fjthagoras  affirmed  that  the  foule 
was  a number  moouing  it  feife.  l?lato  faith , that  it  is  a 
fpiritualfubftance  moouing  it  felfe  by  harmonicall  num- 
ber. faith,  that  the  foule  is  the  continuall  aft  or 

moouing  of  a naturall  and  inftrumentall  bodie,  that  may 
haue  life.Or  eire,according  to  others,it  is  the  light  of  the 
fLibftance,and  in  perpetuall  motion.  They  diuide  it  like- 
wife  diuerfely  ,and  make  many  parts  therof.  The  foule(as 
‘:^^/7^^i?r^raid)is  compounded  of  vnderftanding,  know-  ^ ^ 
ledge,  opinion  and  fence,  from  which  things  all  know- 
ledge and  Arts  proceed, and  of  which  man  is  called  reafo- 
nable,that  is, apt  to  difeourfe  by  reafon.  T^lato  faith , that  phto  maketh 
there  are  three  vertues  in  the  foule  belonging  to  know- 
ledge  and  vnderftanding , which  for  this  caufe  are  called 
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cognitiue  or  knowing  vertues.:  namely , reafon,  vndcr- 
(landing  and  phantalie.  Vnto  which  three  others  are  an- 
fwerable  appertaining  to  appetite:  namely  Will,  whofe 
office  is  todefirc  that  which  vnderftanding  and  reafon 
propound  vnto  it  : Choler  of  Anger,  which  followeth 
that,that  reafon  and  phantafie  offer  vnto  it:  and  Concu- 
pifcence,  which  apprehendeth  whatfoeuer  phantafie  and 
Ariftotie  diui-  fcncc  obie<5i:  vnto  it.  Ariflotle  maketh  another  cliftir^ion 
dech  it  in  two  foule,faying:,that  one  part  of  it  is  voide  ot^reafon  m 

parts.  ^ guided  by  reafon : and  that  the 

other  part  is  of  it  felfe  partaker  of  reafon.  And  in  another 
place  this  Philofopher  faith,  that  there  are  three  thinges- 
from  whence  humane  adions  proceed, namely  fence,  vn- 
derftanding and  appetite. Many  others  both  ancient  and 
late  writers  make  foure  parts  of  the  foule  : Vnderftan- 
Fourepartsof  ding,  reafon,  anger  & defire.  The  vnderftanding  lifteth 
Che  foule.  heauen  to  the  contemplation  of  diuine  & 

intelledual  things.Reafon  guideth  the  foule  by  prudence 
in  all  her  fundions.  Anger  is  ruled  and  moderated  by  the 
vertue  of  magnanimitic : and  defire  is  gouerned  by  tem- 
perance. Of  thefe  a very  harmonicall  luftice  is  framed, 
which  giueth  to  euerie  part  of  the  foule  that  which  belon- 
eethvntoit.  But  the  moftfenfible , commonandtrue 
opinion,  which  the  wifeftamongft  thePhilofophers  had 
The  beft  diuin-  of  the  foule,  is  that  which  diuideth  it  into  two  parts  one- 

anofthcfouic.  ly  ynder  which  all  the  reft  are  comprifed  : the  one  being 

fpiritual  and  intelligible,where  the  difeourfe  of  reafon  is: 
the  other  brutiffi,which  is  the  ftnfuall  will, of  it  felfe  wan- 
dring  and  difordred,  where  all  motions  contrarie  to  rea- 
fon,and  all  euill  defires  haue  their  dwelling.  Amongft  all 
the  philofophical  difeourfes  of  the  foule, written  by  thele 
great  perfonages,  this  error  is  verie  great,  when  they  at- 
tribute fuch  a ftrength  and  power  to  reafon  ( which  they- 
fay  is  refident  in  the  foule  as  a lampe  to  guide  the  vnder- 
ftanding,and  as  a queene  to  moderate  the  will)as  that  by 

. . italoneamanmaywelandiufllygoucrnehimfelfe.Now 

although  we  know  that  this  reafon  of  maiiisohtleUe, 
ivholy  depraued  & corrupted,yet  we  may  fay  wel  enough. 
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! that  the  foule,  which  is  fpirit  and  life  cannot  be  diuided, 
i being  immortail : bicaufe  whatfoeuer  is  diuided , diflbl- 
I ueth  and  parteth  a funder , and  whatfoeuer  is  diflblued, 

' j periftieth . Ncuertheles  it  may  be  faid  to  be  compounded 
I and  made  fubied  ( during  the  coniunftion  thereofwith 
i the  body  ) to  thefe  two  principall  parts , of  vndemanding  not  be  diuided 
i ^ rndmlTht  vnderflanding  ferueth  to  conceaue  and  com-  “v 

prehend  all  things  propounded  vnto  vs,  and  to  difcerne 
and  iudge  what  we  ought , either  to  approoue  and  allow, 
or  what  to  refufe  and  reied.  The  will  is  that  which  exep- 
teth  and  bringeth  to  effed, whatfoeuer  the  vnderftanding 
iudgethtobegood,  and  contrariwife  fliethfrom  that, 
which  it  reprooueth  and  condemneth.  And  herein  we 
agree  with  the  Philofophers,that  the  vnderftanding , vn- 
der  which  we  comprehend  the  fence,  is  as  the  gouernour 
and  captaine  of  the  foule,  and  that  the  will  dependeth  of 
it . But  withall  we  fay, that  both  the  one  and  the  other  are 
fo  corrupted  and  altered  from  their  nature,  (the  vnder- 
ftanding being  obfcured  and  dimmed  with  the  clouds  of 
darknes,byreafon  ofthefirft  mans  fmnedefcendedvpon  parts  of 
all  his  pofteritie  through  hereditarie  and  naturall  filthi-  the  foule  arc 
nes,  and  the  will  in  fuch  fort  corrupted  by  this  difobedi-  corrupted, 
cnce , andfo  weakened  and  made  feeble  to  all  goodnes) 
that  ifthere  be  none  other  guide  comming  from  aboue 
to  teach  the  vnderftanding , and  to  dired  and  leade  the 
will, I meane,  regeneration  by  thefpirite  of  God,  both  of 
them  cannot  but  do  euill,drawing  the  foule  with  them  to 
vtter  ruine  and  perdition , bycaufing  her  to  confent  to 
the  law  of  her  memberSjWhich  are  thebodie  and  fiefli,  ful  ^0111.7.15. 
of  ignorance,  of  obfeure  darknes,of  frowardnes,  miferie, 
calamitie,  ignominie,  (hamc,  death,  and  condemnation » 
Notwithftandingjif  in  the  corruptible,  heauie  and  groife 
lumpe  of  the  bodie,  within  which  the  foule  is  contained, 
we  found  matter  of  praife  and  of  the  contemplation  of 
heauenlythings,what  final  we  fay  of  that  which  is  immor-  The  properties 
tal,which  in  a moment  in  hir  difeourfes  and  cogitations,  ofthcfouie. 
goeth  through  the  whole  heauen,  compaifeth  the  earth, 
about,  failethall  ouerthefea,  without  which  the  body 

mooueth: 
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moouethnotatall,  and  all  the  beautic  thereof tiirneth 
fuddainly  into  piitrefadion  ? This  onely  can  make  a man 
happie  both  in  this  and  in  the  other  life,  by  reafon  of  the 
treafures  of  wifedome,the  vnderftanding  whereof  is  pro- 
per vnto  it  : yea  this  is  the  onely  inftrument  whereby  a 
man  may  behold  the  diuine  nature. This  is  inuifible,  and 
cannot  be  perceiued  by  any  naturail  fence  : this  is 
contempiatiue  and  adiue  at  one  and  the  fame  time : this 
beholdeth  vniuerfall  things  , and  pradifeth  particulars, 
vnderfianding  the  one,and  feeling  the  other.  This  hath 
fortheadionsand  operations  of  her  effence  and  nature. 
Will,  ludgcment,  Senfe,  Conceauing,  Thought,  Spirite, 
Imagination,  Memorie,  Vnderftanding  and  Reafon : and 
Thebeautieof  “for  her  incomparable  beautie,nie  hath  Prudence,Tempe- 
the  fouls.  ranee.  Fortitude  and  luftice,  without  which  the  excellent 

order  of  all  humane  things  would  be  changed  into  difor- 
der  and  confufion  .This  is  that  moreouer, which  being  il- 
Gal.j.2i.i3.  luminated  with  wifedome,bringeth  foorth  the  fruites  of 
loue,  ioy,  peace,  long  fuffering,gentlenes,  goodnes/aith, 
meekenes,temperancie.Briefely,to  conclude  our  prefent 
fpeech,we  may  well  fay  that  thefoule  isfo  great  and  di- 
iiine  a thing,  that  it  is  a verie  hard  matter  to  comprehend 
it  by  reafon,but  altogither  incomprehen'fible  by  the  out- 
ward fence ; and  that  all  mans  felicitie,  as  well  prefent  as 
to  come,  dependeth  of  the  foule,  when,  being  regenera- 
ted (as  hath  been  faid)and  made  free  and  voide  of  al  wic- 
ked perturbations  (as  neere  as  the  nature  of  man  can  ap- 
Thcmiedeii-ht  perfcdion  ) her  humane  contentation  and  de- 

of  the  fenfe.  ° light  is  oncly  in  vertue,  and  in  the  hope  and  certaine  ex- 
pedation  of  a more  found  and  perfed  vertue , by  the  re- 
nuing  and  changing  of  this  mortall  life  into  that  which  is 
rhil.^.4.  jmmortall  and  moft  blelfed  : as  S.  l^aule  exhorteth  vs 
hereunto,faying,Let  vs  reioice  in  the  Lord : both  bicaufe 
I-11kc.10.20.  our  names  are  written  in  heauen(as  Chrift  faith)  and  that 
our  modefty,  meeknes  and  goodnes  may  be  knowne  to 
all  men.  Moreouer  let  vs  learne  that  in  the  woonderfiill 
compofition,  coniundionand  difpohtion  ofthe  foule  & 
bodie,  there  is  matter  whereby  to  draw  man  grc:atly  to 

the 
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the  confideration  of  the  chiefe  eiide , for  which  he  was 

lirft  placed  in  the  world.namely  to  giorific  his  Creator  in 

godlines.holincs  and  religion.  He  ought  therefore  both 

to  feme  him  with  all  the  patts  of  his  body , not  abufing 

them  in  any  fort,  but  keeping  them  pure  andcleane,  to  both  body  and 

be  made  members  of  the  glorious  body  of  hiseternall 

Sonne  in  the  refurredion,  andalfoto  praifeand  glorifie 

him  with  all  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  foule , not  defiling 

it  with  vneleannes  and  vice,that  (lie  may,  by  the  fame  di- 

uine grace,  returne  vnto  the  full  fruition  of  that  mod 

happy  eflence  and  nature  from  whence  flie  had  her  being. 

In  the  meane  while  let  vs  learnethat  as  the  bodie  vfeth 
manyinftruments  wherofit  is  compounded,  and  which 
are  proper  vnto  it,fo  the  foule,  beingmuchmore  noble, 
excellent  and  diuine  ought  to  vfe  the  bodie  and  all  the 
parts  therof : and  that  the  foule  is  the  organ  and  inftru- 
ment  of  C3od  whereby  he  worketh  in  vs,  and  lifteth  vs  vp 
to  the  contemplation  of  his  diuine  nature. 

Of  the  difeafesmd pajfiofis  of  the  hodie  and foule  ^and  of 
the  tranquillitie  thereof.  Chap.  3 , 

Ar  A M.  ✓"^Ne  of  the  ancient  philofophers  vfedto 

V I lining  creature  was  worfc  to  manhimfelfe. 

man  than  man  himfelfe,bicaufe, albeit  he 
hath  dominion  oner  all  things,  yet  he  cannot  rule^him- 
felfe,nor  his  defires.  Experience  caufeth  vs  but  too  much 
to  knowe  the  truth  of  this  faying.  For  who  can  doubt  in 
any  fort  heerof, feeing  bleffed  S.^aule  himfelfe  confefTeth,  Rom.7. 18.19. 
that  he  did  not  the  good  thing  which  he  would,  but  the 
euill,which  he  would  not,  and  that  in  his  fiefh  there  dwelt 
nogoodnes  ? So  vndoubtedly  we  haue  both  bodie  and  xhercis  no 
foule  compafTed  about  with  fo  many  pernitious  pafTions, 
that  it  is  very  hard,  yea  altogither  vnpoffible,  that  what 
good  thing  foeuer  is  in  vs  fliould  not  faint  and  finkeyn- 
der  their  heauie  waight  without  a fpeciall  and  diuine 
grace. 
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A c H I T o B . Truly  this  is  no  vaine  fpeculation,nor  vn- 
profitable  to  man  : as-alfo  for  a man  to  kno\^,  that  he  is 
as  it  were  tied  in  this  world  to  al  vncertainc  things, which 
he,  being  mortall  by  nature,  cannot  any  way  ihunand 
auoid,withoutthehelpcofGod,  He  whichisin  health 
expedeth  ficknes : he  that  is  ricke,health.  Doth  any  one 
defire  in  his  mind  any  thing  ? Before  he  enioyeth  it,  his 
defire  is  often  changed  into  another.  In  a word,  no  man 
abideth  ftill  in  orte  and  the  fame  eftate.And  therfbre  PUto 
calleth  man  a mutable  creature,  as  if  he  meant  to  fay,that 
he  is  eafily  altered  and  changed. 

A s E R.  The  change  which  this  diuine  philofophcr 
meant  ( if  I be  not  deceiiied)  hath  relation  principally  to 
the  conditions  of  the  foule,  which,  being  filled  with  infi- 
nite perturbations , faftened  in  the  midft  of  it  with  the 
griefe  the  caufc  naile  of  pleafure  and  griefe,  is  carried  away  with  incon- 
ofpaffions.  vneertaintie  into  a ftreame  of  troublefome 

pafiions,  which  if  they  be  not  cut  off  and  maiftred  by  rea- 
foUjdraw  a man  into  vttcr  deftrudion.  But  giue  vs  to  vn- 
derftand(A  man  A)more  at  large  of  thefe  pafiions  of  the 
foule, and  of  the  way  toremediethem ; and  if  you  thinkc 
good, you  may  fpeake  fomew^hat  of  thofeofthebodie. 

A M A N A.  Amongft  the  innumerable  euils, which  the 
defire  of  pleafure  and  feare  of  griefe,ingrauen  in  the  moft 
fecret  parts  of  our  foule  by  our  firft  corruption,  bring  to 
man,  this  is  the  grea'teft  and  moft  pernitious,  that  they 
make  fenfible  things  more  euident  and  plaine  vnto  him 
than  things  intelligible,and  conftraine  the  vnderftanding 
to  iudge  more  by  paffion  than  by  reafon.  For  vfing, 
through  the  fence  of  pleafure  or  trauell,  to  attend  to  the 
erronious/vneertaine,  and  mutable  nature  of  the  bodie, 
as  to  that  which  is  fubfifting  and  fubied  to  fight,  he  re- 
maineth  blind,  andloofethall  knowledge  of  that  which 
truly  is  and  fubfifteth,  namely,  of  the  light  of  the  foule, 
which  is  diuine  and  immortall.Moreouer,  applying  hini- 
felfe  wholie  to  the  fenfuall  and  vnreafonable  will,which  is 
that  part  of  the  foule  that  proceedethof  the  corruption 
thereof,  he  laboureth  with  all  his  might  to  quench  and 
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choke  that  weake  inftind  of  the  foule,  which  afpireth  vn- 
to  the  true  Good,  from  whence  flie  perceiueth  hir  felfe  to 
haue  fallen.  And  this  he  doth  with  fuch  force  and  power, 
thatifGodftrengthen  not  the  foule,  and  reafonthedi- 
uine  guide,  accompanic  hir  not,  wdthoiit  doubt  (he  yeel- 
deth  to  fuch  mightie  enimics : and  then(as  we  haue  faid) 
flaying  himfelfe  wholy  in  things  fubied  to  fight,  heap- 
peereth  too  carefull  and  curious  in  feeking  to  decke  that,  Manismore 
which  belongethtothebodie:  but  asforthefoule(wher- 
of  all  humane  felicitie  dependeth)bicaufe  (lie  is  inuifible,  his  foule.. 
and  not  feene  of  him  ,it  is  the  left  of  his  cares  to  furnifli  hir 
with  that  which  (lie  feeketh  and  defireth,and  which  is  ne- 
celTariefor  hir.Wherupon  in  the  end  it  commeth  to  palTe 
that  the  leftouerthw'arts  and  difcommodities  of  his  fleih 
feemeverygreeuousaud  burthenfome  to  a man,  but  as 
for  the  incurable  difeafcs,which  ouerwhelme  his  foule, he 
doth  not  fo  much  as  feele  them.  Now  to  the  end  we  may 
vnderftand  more  particularly  that  which  is  heer  propoun- 
ded vnto  vs,  we  will  handle  in  order,  and  as  briefly  as  we 
may  (this  matter  being  very  large  ) the  difeafes  and  pafTi- 
ons  of  the  bodie  and  foule,  with  the  remedie  which  we  arc 
to  defire  and  feeke  after.  And  firft  we  will  fpeake  a word 
ofthe  difeafes  of  the  bodie,  next  of  thenaturallandne- 
ceflarie  pa/Tions  thereof,albeit  we  will  intrcat  of  the  pafli- 
ons  of  the  foule,  as  of  our  chiefe  matter  fubied.  Concer- 
ning the  maladies  and  euill  difpofitions  of  the  bodie,one 
Hippocrates,  one  ga/efi,  nay  infinite  others  skilfull  in  phy- 
ficke,  are  not  able  to  deferibe  them  exadly,  much  lefle 
preferibe  certaine  and  fure  remedies . But  feeing  it  is  not 
mypurpofe  or  profeftion  to  flay  long  heere,  neither  yet 
neceflarily  belonging  to  the  caufe  of  our  affemblie,  I will 
content  my  felfe  to  fpeake  thefe  few  words  by  the  w^ay, 
that  we  ought  to  take  euerie  bodily  infirmitie  as  a father-  bodily  difeSe^s. 
ly  chaftifementofour  fins,  and  as  a ncceflarie  meane  to 
awaken  vs, to  warne  vs  of  oiir  dude, and  to  keep  vs  in  awe. 
Befides,ohe  principall  caufe  of  all  bodilie  difeafes  procee- 
deth  ordinarily  from  vices,  which  are  the  proper  inheri- 
tance of  man , and  with  which  we  defile  our  felues  conti- 
nually. 
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nually.  Therefore  if  webeale  ourfoules,  we  may  cure  our 
felues  ofthe  mod  of  them : and  as  for  others,which  come 
by  defed:  of  nature,  or  by  fome  other  hidden  caufe,  wc 
haue  the  counfeli  and  helpe  of  phyficions,  whom  willing- 
ly and  diligently  we  feeke  after.  There  are  belides  thefe, 
certaine  naturall  and  neceflarie  paffions  in  the  body,pro- 
perly  belonging  vnto  it,  euen  from  the  firfl  creation  ther- 
ofjwhich  are  not  to  be  condemned,  neither  can  be  taken 
away,  but  with  the  abolifliing  of  mans  nature  : as  the  de- 
fire of  drinking,  eating,  deeping,  & fuch  like,which  onlie 
by  the  diredion  of  reafon  arc  to  be  freed  from  all  fuper- 
fiuitie  . But  it  ffandeth  btherwife  with  the  difeafes  and 
paiTronsof  thefoule,  deriuedfrom  our  firil:  corruption, 
and  driiien  forward  by  finne,  being  plentifull  and  rich, 
which  without  comparifon  are  far  more  dangerous  than 
thofe  of  the  bodie,more  hard  to  be  perceiued  & know^en, 
more  headftrong  and  vneafie  to  cure,  and  which  is  worfe, 
man  is  very  flothfull  in  feekingoutaremedie  forthem. 
^ nd  for  the  mod  part  thinking  that  he  hatli  found  fome 
remedie,through  want  of  skill  and  ignorance  he  falleth 
into  a worfe  eftate  than  he  was  in  before,  and  as  we  com- 
monly fay,  from  a gentle  ague  into  a peftilent  andbur- 
, r.  • : feuer.  But  firfl  we  will  generally  define  this  word, 

^Ajjlon,  according  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  philofophers, 
who  were  endewed  with  greateft  light.  Palfion  is  euerie 
naturall  and  aduall  motion  in  thefoule.  This  motion  is 
of  two  forts : the  one  weake,good  and  holie,  afpiringand 
reioicing  in  that  which  is  truly  good  : the  other  verie 
flrong,euilland  pernitious,  couetingwith  a difordered 
defire,  and  delighting  with  an  immoderate  ioy  in  a good 
falfly  fo  imagined.The  matter  of  thefe  motions  are  opini- 
on Sjaffedions,  and  inclinations,  which  beingconfidered 
in  their  owne  nature , are  through  finne  wicked  and  cor- 
rupt throughout  the  foule,  yea  the  bloflbme  and  roote  of 
them  proceed  from  our  owne  fubflance,  to  the  end  (as 
Tlato  faith)  that  no  man  tliould  thinke  God  to  be  the 
caufeof  euill.  Now  albeit  thefe  palfion  s thusdefined  by 
thephilofopliers  are  many  in  number, yet  drawing  neerer 
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to  the  truth  we  may  comprehend  and  diuidc  them  all  in- 
to two  principall  kinds.  Thefirft  kind  fl-jall  be  that  which  Thc  dimfiouet 
we  beleeue  by  faith : the  other  according  to  our  opinions 
and  aflfedions.Vnder  the  firft  we  comprehend  that  which 
euerie  one  beleeueth,  thinketh,  and  dehreth  concerning 
diiiine and heauenlic things,  asof  truerighteoufnes,  of 
the  immortalitie  of  the  fecond  life,  and  of  the  iudgement 
to  come.Vnder  opinions  and  affedions  is  comprehended  • 
whatfoeuer  refpedeth  and  conccrneth  earthlie  things, 
this  life,maners,gouernment  ofa  hoiiQiold,of  a common 
wealth, and  generally  al  humane  inclinations  and  adions. 

As  touching  that  which  we  beleeue  by  faith , we  are  led 
thereunto, and  ftirred  by  the  weake  infbnd  and  feel(f\g  of 
the  diuine  nature  imprinted  in  euery  foule,  whichVtcr  a aX- 
fort  mooueth  man  to  afpirevnto,  and  to  defire  the  true  rireofh.tppines, 
and  fouereigne  good, and  which,  being  more  power-full, 
and  of  greater  efficacy  in  fome  than  in  others,caufeth  the 
better  fort  to  delight  alfo  in  the  fame  good.  Neuertheles 
it  is  proper  to  euery  mans  vnderftanding,  not  to  hold  a Nomanbyna- 
fiedfaft  and  fure  way  in  feeking  out  the  truth,  but  to  wan-  ou?chrrighc^ 
der  afide  into  diuers  errors  ( as  a blind  man  that  walketh 
in  darknes  ) and  to  fill  it  felfe  rather  with  lies,  and  with  a pfnesr 
continuall  defire  and  curiofitie  of  new,  vnprofitable,  and 
fuperfluous  things,  than  to  content  it  felfe  fimplie  with 
the  truth,infomuch  that  finally  it  mifleth  of  all.  But  to  the 
end  we  be  not  of  this  number,  we  ought  to  hold  faft  the  Gora°eweth 
infallible  rule  of  the  holie  fcriptures  : which  giftwe  are  ^5  the  right  way 
to  aske,  hope,  wait,  and  fecke  for  in  the  onely  grace  and 
mercie  ofthat  Spirit  which  indighteth  them,andtolooke 
for  the  full  opening  of  thefe  treafures  in  the  fecond  and 
eternall  life.  As  for  the  fecond  kind  of  our  paffions,  pro- 
perly called  perturbations  according  to  the  philofophers^ 
from  whence  all  the  eiiils  and  miferies  of  rriankinde  pro- 
ceed, and  whereof  we  minde  chiefely  to  fpcake , they  are 
but  affedions  and  inclinations , which  come  from  our 
will,corrupted  bythcprouocations  and  allurements  of  batons  of  the 
the  fleffi,and  which  wholy  refift  the  diuine  nature  of  the  ^^uic. 
reafonable  part  of  the  foule,  fattening  it  to  the  bodie  (as 
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faith)  with  the  naile  ofpleafure.  Which  paflTions  the 
mind  of  man  commonly  beholdeth  cleerly  enough, when 
it  applieth  it  felfe  thereun to,if  it  be  not  altogither  peruer- 
tedand  depraued  : yea  by  the  grace  and  helpe  of  God^ 
the  mind  is  able  to  confirme  it  felfe  againft  anypalTion 
through  the  difeourfe  of  reafon  before  it  be  in  force,  and 
during  the  vehemencie  thereof,  to  fortifie  it  felfe  againil: 
it.  And  although  the  palTion  be  contraricto  reafon,  and 
haue(for  hir  onely  fcope)pleafure,and  the  feare  of  griefe, 
which  can  preuaile  greatly  wdth  man,  yet  reafon  by  the 
meanes  of  G ods  grace,  can  both  eafily  conftraine,maifler 
andcompeil  allpaflionsin  fuchfort,  that  they  iliall  take 
no  eifedi:,and  alfo  bring  to  paifcjthat  whatfoeuer  is  ra(l->ly 
dellPecf,  fhall  be  ouercome  by  the  difeourfe  of  prudent 
counfeil.  And  for  this  caufe  wc  fay,  that  the  firft  motions 
are  not  in  our  power  J3ut  that  the  euent  and  iffue  of  them 
is  in  fome  fort.  Likewife  reafon  doth  not  wholie  quench 
and  extinguifli  all  paifions,  w^hich  cannot  poifibly  be  per- 
formed in  the  nature  of  man,  but  repelleth  and  hath  the 
vpper  hand  of  them,  as  the  precepts  of  dodrine,  and  infi- 
nite examples  of  the  lines  of  ancient  heathen  and  pagan 
philofophers  do  learnedly  teach  vs.  Which  thing  as  it 
ought  to  caufe  many  at  this  day  to  be  a(liamed,who  vaunt 
themfeluesofthename  ofehriftians,  fo  it  condemneth 
them  in  a fault  not  to  be  excufed  before  the  iuft  iudge- 
mentof  God,  bicaufethofemen,  being  deftitute  of  the 
perfed  knowledge  of  God,  which  they  fay  they  haue,  far 
excelled  and  furpaffed  them  in  the  bridling,  ouercom- 
ming  and  killing  of  fo  many  peftiferous  paffions  as  com  - 
paffe  thefoule  about,  as  we  may  handle  elfewhere,and  fee 
examples  thereof  worthieofeternall  remembrance,wheii 
we  fliall  difeourfe  particularly  of  vertues  and  vices . In  the 
meane  while  we  may  learne  of  Geero  (the  father  ofLatine 
€loquence,whofe  skill  in  ioiningphilofophie  with  the  art 
ofRhetorike,  was  excellent,  and  who,  in  my  iudgement, 
handleth  this  our  prefent  matter  more  profitably  than 
any  other  of  the  ancients  ) that  all  the  aboue  named  euill 
palhons  are  perturbations, which  if  they  be  notmaiffered 
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by  reafon,  depriue  man  of  the  foueraignc  good  of  the 
foule , which  confifteth  in  the  tranquillitietherof.  More- 
uer  he  faith,  that  through  ignorance  & bafenes  of  minde,  fefts  of  pertiir- 
they  proceed  onely  of  the  opinion  of  good  or  euill, either 
prefent  or  to  come,which  we  imagine  to  be  in  the  vnper- 
fed:  and  tranfitoric  things  of  the  world, and  which  are  ac- 
companied vnfcparably  either  with  good  or  euill.  Inre- 
fped  of  good  things,  we  are  caried  away  with  a vehement  • 
delire  or  coueting  of  them,  befides  an  immoderate  ioy  in 
them:  in  regard  of  euil  things, we  are  opprelfed  with  feare 
and  forrow.  And  thefe  are  the  foure  fprings  of  all  vices  & Aiipcrtmbati. 
fins,  wherein  men  plunge  themfelues  during  this  life,  and 
vnder  which  all  perturbations  are  comprehended,  which  thefe  foure 
fill  the  foule  with  endleife  trouble  and  difquietnes,  cau- 
fing'man  to  Hue  alwaies  vneontented , and  to  hnde  euery  criefe. 
prefent  kinde  of  life  burthenfome , and  fo  tofeeke  after 
and  to  defire  another.  But  as  fearefull  men,  (faith  Pin-  Anexeeiicnt 
tarh^^  that  excellent  philofopher,&  fchoolemafter  to  that 
good  J and  they  that  are  at  fea,  fubiedtocafting, 
thinking  they  (halbe  better  in  one  place  than  in  another, 
go  from  the  fterne  to  the  flem,  then  to  the  bottom  of  the 
fliip,afterward  to  the  higheft  part , fro  thence  go  into  the 
skiph,and  in  the  end  rcturne  into  the  lhip,without  any  a- 
mendment  of  their  euil,becaufe  they  carrie  alwaies  about 
with  them  both  feare  & griefe ; fo  the  alteration  oflife,&: 
of  worldly  conditions  and  eftates  into  others , doth  not 
purge,  but  rather  increafe  the  perturbations  & difeafes  of 
theroule,iffirfi:thecaufeofthem  , Imeane  ignorance  of  The  esufe  of  the 
things,&  theimperfedionof  reafoivbe  not  taken  out  of  difeafes  of  the 
it.  Thefe  are  the  mifirhiefes,  which  trouble  both  rich  and 
poore  : thefe  are  the  miferies , which  wait  vpon  great  and 
imal/oond  and  frce,yoong  &old.Thiis  is  the  fpirit  of  fick 
perfons  vexed,  and  that  continually  . One  while  the  wife 
is  troublefome,thephyfition  vnskilfull,  the  bed  vneafie, 
the  friend  that  vifiteth  importunate , he  which  vifiteth 
not, proud  : but  being  once  healed,  they  finde  that  what- 
foeuer  wasirkfom  vn  to  them  before,nowpleafeth»them. 

But  that  which  health  doth  to  the  difeafed  body,  the 
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fame  thing  reafon  worketh  in  the  foule  of  aprudent  man, 
by  curing  the  pallions  and  perturbations  thereof,  and  by 
caufing  him  to  reft  ioyfulland  contented , in  what  eftate 
and  condition  foeuer  he  be.Let  vs  note  moreouer,(which 
we  touched  in  the  beginning  of  this  prefent  difeourfe) 
that  all  thefe  paflions  of  the  foule  are  much  more  dange- 
rous than  thofe  of  the  bodie , bicaufe  the  moft  hurtfull 
paflions  of  thebodie,  arefirftingendred  of  thofe  in  the 
foule.For  the  bodie  yeeldeth  it  felfe  ready  to  feme  the  de- 
fires, appetites,  and  pleafurcs  of  the  foule,  which  being 
ouercome  and  in  the  power  of  flefhly  prouocations,  pro- 
cured in  the  end  deftruftion  to  them  both.  Butcontra- 
ri  wife, the  foule  being  ruled  by  reafon,  refifteth  mightilie 

all  corporall  pafllons,and  is  nothing  at  all,  orverie  little 

made  partaker  of  their  euill  difpofitions : whereas  on  the 
other  fide  thebodie  is  conftrained  to  alter  and  change 
witheuery  infirmitie  of  thefoule.  Iftheminde  be  trou- 
bled,what  checrefulnes  can  be.  feene  in  the  face?  The  dif- 
eafes ofthe  bodie  hinder  not  the  foule  from  effedingall 
good&vcrtuous  aftions  : yea  many  haue  brought  forth 
the  fruits  of  wife  philofophers  and  great  captaines,  when 
they  were  vexed  with  difeales,which  they  could  neuer  do, 
at  lead:  verie  few  of  them,  that  were  corrupted  and  defi- 
led in  foule. And  tlierfore  T>emocritm  faid  very  well,that  it 
was  much  moreconuenient  and  meet  for  a man  to  haue 
care  ofhis  foule, than  ofhis  bodie.  Forif  the  foule  be  per- 
feft,  file  corredeth  the  naughtines  of  the  body,  whereas 
the  ftrength  & difpofition  of  the  body  without  the  vfe  of 
reafon,hutteth  both  the  foule  and  it  felfe. Moreouetjthat 
thepaffions  of  the  foule  are  harder  to  be  perceiued  and 
knowne,and  confequently  mote  vneafie  to  be  cured,who 
doth  not  cafily  feele  it, being  greened  but  in  the  lead  part 
ofhis  bodie?yea  what  griefe  doth  not  ofit  felfe  fufficient- 
ly  appeere,either  by  fome  inflammation, or  by  the  colour 
of  the  vifage,  or  by  fome  other  outward  fliew  ? But  how 

many  do  we  fee,  whofe  foules  are  extreemly  ficke,  fpoiled 
and  corrupted  with  vice,  and  yet  being  depriued  of  all 
feeling  they  thinke  themfelucs  to  be  the  founded:  men  in 
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theworld?  And  that  they  are  headftrong  and  yneafie  to  Thcpanionsof 
be  cured, we  may  know  by  this, that  the  body  is  in  the  end  the  fouic  arc 
fo  farforth  obedient^that  if  reafon  be  vrgent  vpon  it,  {he  Sco  bS** 
forceth  euen  the  naturall  paifions  of  hunger , third  and  red. 
£leepe,&  findeth  out  befidcs  a thoufand  remedies  to  help 
it  felf.  But  when  the  paiTions  of  the  foule  haue  once  beene 
grounded  and  rooted  within  it,  without  refiftance  they 
haue  fuch  pearcing  pricks,  that  oftentimes  they  preffe  & 
ouerwhelme  all  reafon, which  is  their  onely  medicine  and 
preferuatiue.  And  yet  to  fill  vp  the  meafure  of all  miferie, 
fuch  is  the  froward  nature  of  man,  that  he  is  much  more  • 
flothfull  to  feekeoLit  this  remedy  of  the  foule,  than  that 
of  the  bodie,  as  we  touched  in  the  beginning  of  this  pre- 
fentdifeourfe,  Moreouer,theiudgement  of  reafon  being 
oftentimes  difeafed  within  him,  is  the  caufe.that  when  he 
thinketh  to  findc  health,  he  encreafeth  his  cuill , and  fal- 
leth  into  thofe  inconueniences,  which  he  defired  mod  of 
all  to  efehew.  Example  hereof  we  haue  in  thofe,  who,  be-  thepaffionsof 
ing  led  onely  with  a defire  of  glory  and  honor,  obtaine  bWngfoorXrf/ 
nothing  by  their  dooings , if  we  confider  them  well,  but  feds  contranc 
fhame  and  dilhonor.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  all  the  other  purpo- 
difeafesof  the  foule  , which  commonly  are  accompanied 
and  followed  witheffeds  contrary  to  their  endes  and  de- 
fires. What  remaineth  then,  feeing  we  perceiue  the  dan- 
gers to  be  great,which  follow  al  the  perturbations  of  the 
foule,but  that,  knowing  it  to  be  more  eafie  not  to  receiue 
them,than  to  driue  them  out  being  receiued,  we  preuent 
them,  and  hinder  them  from  takingliuely  roote  within 
our  foules,by  making  reafon  ( which,  as  Hefiodu^  faith,  is 
adiuineguide , and  wifedome  infpired  fromaboue)  fo  fromheauen., 
drong  and  powerfull,that  it  may  be  able,by  the  grace  of 
God, to  refid  al  the  affaultsof  vnbrideled  defires, and  the 
froward  affedions  of  this  fledi  ? But  behold  yet  a better  a remedie  a. 
and  morecertaine  remedie  : namely,  that  being  alTured,  gainapaffioiK, 
that  all  perturbations  are  but  opinions  drawne  from  our 
will , through  a iudgement  corrupted  with  the  affedions 
of  this  fle{h,we  labor  by  good  and  found  reafons  toouer- 
throw  and  confound  thefefalfe  and  erronious  opinions, 
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perfu^ading  our  feiues  that  whatfoeuer  we  imagine  to  be 
good  or  euill  in  the  world  (which  is  the  caufe  that  our 
minds  are  depriued  of  their  reft  and  quietnes)  is  indeede 
neither  good  nor  euilhand  fo  confequently,that  it  ought 
not  in  any  fort  to  breed  paflions  within  vs.  Hereof  the  fe- 
quele  of  our  difeourfes  fhall  (by  the  helpe  of  God)giue  vs 
to  vnderftand  more  at  large , and  furnilh  vs  with  exam- 
ples of  pernicious  effeds, which  proceed  from  all  the  paf- 
fions  of  the  foule.  We  will  here  by  the  way  note  their 
force, hailing  learned  out  of  Hiftorics,  that  they  haue  of- 
tentimes fet  vpon  the  harts  of  men  in  fiich  violent  maner, 
that  fome  through  defire,  fomefor  toy  : thofe  hy  feare^  others  by 
griefe  haue  ended  their  liues.  Diagoras  the  Rhodian,  and 
SthbrouL  hearing  that  their  children  had  wonne  the  price  at 

the  games  of  01ympus,felt  fuch  amotion  in  them  of  the 
fpleene,that  they  were  ftifled  with  hughtev.  Her eu» us  the 
Sicilian', as  he  was  ledprifoner , for  being  a copartner  in 
pj  ^ the  confpiracie  of  Caius  Gracchus, W2,s  fo  aftonilhed,&  op- 

Sro^hgricfc.  prelied  with  the  fcare  of  his  iudgement  to  come , that  he 
felldowne  ftarke  dead  at  the  entrie  of  the  pn[ox\, PUutius 
the  Numidian  looking  vpon  his  dead  wife  tooke  it  fo  to 
hart  \ that  cafting  himfelfe  vpon  the  dead  body , he  arofe 
no  more,  but  was  there  ftifled  with  forrow.  As  for  ex- 
treme defire  or  coueting,there  is  nothing  that  fo  greatly 
moouethor  carieth  away  the  minds  of  men,or  that  cqm- 
raeth  neerer  to  their  deftrudion,than  thisfoolifhpafllon 
The  cffcas  of  indangereth  their  life,  ga/eace  of  Mantua  faying  often- 
defire.  times  to  a damfell  of  Pauia  whom  he  courted  and  made 
loue  to,that  he  would  fuffer  a thoufand  deaths  for  hir  fer- 
, uice,if  it  were  poflible,  was  in  ieft  commanded  bv  hir  to 

caft  himfelf  into  the  riuer:  which  heprefently  performed, 
& wasdrowned.Butwenialalleadgeniorefitly  fuch  tefti- 
monies  of  the  fond  effeds  of  defire,  and  of  all  the  pertur- 
bations of  the  foule,  when  wedifeourfe  more  particularly 
of  euery  vice  that  proceedeth  from  them : In  the  meane 
time  I would  gladly  aske  this  queftion  of  him, that  is  moft 
ignorant,  vicious,  and  carnall,  whether  he  will  not  grant 
vertue  to  be  a good  of  the  foule.  There  is  none  fo 
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dentwhofe  confcience  would  notcompell  him  to  con- 
fedethefame.  And  yet  no  man  is  caried  away  with  too 
great  a defire  of  vertue , neither  doth  any  reioice  therein 
too  excefiiLiely, after  he  hath  obtained  itLikewife  there  is 
none  that  feareth  fo  vehemently,  leaft  he  cannot  obtaine 
hir,  as  that  thefeare  thereof  driueth  the  foulc  out  of  his 
place  and  refi:^  For  no  man  can  fall  into  this  feare , lead 
he  fhould  not  becom  vertuous,  except  he  be  very  defirous 
to  be  fo  indeed  : and  none  can  haue  thisdefirc,  except 
reaibn, guided  with  heauenly  light , and  doing  her  dude 
in  him,had  wrought  the  fame : butreafon  thus  qualified 
mud  needs  be  an  enimy  to  all  perturbations.  Thus  we  fee 
that  no  man,  through  feare  of  not  being  vertuous,  is 
ouertaken  with  perturbations.  The  like  may  be  faide  of 
forrow.For  albeit  a man  be  grceued  bicaufe  he  is  not  ver- 
tuous, yet  his  minde  is  not  excefliuely  difquieted,  feeing 
this  defire  isneuerin  him, but  when  reafon  commandeth 
according  to  hir  diuine  nature , by  caufing  vs  to  knowc 
our  felues.  Whereby  we  cleerly  perceiue  that  perturbati- 
ons neuer  arife  in  vs  for  that  which  is  the  true  good  of 
the  foule,but  onely  for  that  which  fooles  do  falfely  call 
good , and  which  the  philofophers  call  the  goods  of 
the  bodie  and  of  fortune.  But  thefe  being  naturally  fub- 
ied  to  corruption,and,  as  we  haue  alreadie  faid,infepara- 
bly  accompanied  with  vehement  defire,  vnbrideled  ioy, 
feare  and  griefe , (as  we  fiiall  fee  more  at  large  when  we 
handle  them  hereafter)are  vnwoorthy  to  be  cared  for  by 
the  immortall  foule, neither  may  or  ought  they  to  be  cal- 
led goods  bicaufe  they  are  pofiefied , much  lefie  euils, 
when  they  are  wanting. If  we  be  thus  perfwaded,  w*e  fliall 
be  mafters  ouer  all  perturbations,  not  efteeming  that 
which  is  mortall  and  fraile,  woorthy  to  be  either  wiihed 
for,or  delighted  in.  Hereofit  will  come  to  pafie,  that  our 
foule  and  fpirit  fliall  be  quiet,and  reafon,which  knoweth 
how  difcerne  good  from  euill,wil  deale  with  vs  as  a good 
husbandman , and  vine  dreffer  dealeth  with  his  tree  and 
vine,when  he  cutteth  off  the  dead  branches  and  vnprofi- 
table  twigs,  to  the  end  that  all  noifbme  fap  and  moifture 
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may  be  taken  away.  And  tHus  (liall  we  be  taught  to  defire 
and  do  that, which  we  ought,and  euery  contrarie  inclina- 
tion fiiall  be  weakened,  not  taking  efFeds , and  the  foule 
fliall  fulfill  hirdutie,  in  commanding  abfolutely  ouer  all 
the  prouocations  of  the  flefh,  and  in  quenching  them  fo 
foone  as  they  do  appeere . For  as  they  that  haue  healthful 
bodies, (faith  Q??^^^/^)eafily  indure  both  cold  and  heate : 
fo  they  that  haue  a ftaied  and  fetled  foule,  haue  the  domi- 
nion ouer  anger,  griefe,ioy,and  all  their  other  af^edions. 
Then  (hall  we  line  happily , not  being  terrified  with  any 
feare,nor  vexing  our  fpirits  with  any  longing  or  tedious 
defires,  nor  being  tormented  with  any  luftes  and  dif- 
ordred  afFedions,and  laftly,not  fuffering  our  felues  ( be- 
ing drunken  with  fugred  poifon  ) to  be  oiiercome  and 
bound  vnder  the  yoke  of  pleafure.  This  (hall  w^e  learne  by 
the  ftudie  of  Philofophie, which  is  a certaine  remedie,and 
a (bund  medicine  for  euery  vice  and  pafiion  , and  is  able 
to  inrich  and  cloath  vs  with  reafon , which  is  fuch  a beau- 
tifull,  perfed  and  profitable  ornament. 

Of  Philofofhie , Chap./!^. 

A M A-H-|-MHe  life  of  man(faid  Tjthagoras Jls  like  to  that 
N A.  I generall  alTemblie  of  Grsecia  at  the  Olimpy- 
an  games,  where  manie  carried  with  glorie 
and  ambition  , prefented  themfelues  at  thofe  exercifes, 
that  they  might  beareaway  the  crowne  and  prize:  others 
led  with  couetoufncs,camc  thither  to  traffike,  felling  and 
buying  merchandife:and  a third  fort  of  men, more  praife 
worthieand  noble  came  thither  alfo,  who  fought  not  af- 
ter vainegloric,  or  couetoufnes,  but  carefully  marked 
whatfoeuer  w^as  done  in  that  alfemblie,  that  they  migjit 
reapeprofitandcommoditie  thereby.  So  men  comming 
into  this  world,  asintoafaireormart,  fomegiue  them- 
feluesto  ambition  and  vainegloric,  others  to  couetouf- 
nes,and  to  heape  vp  treafure.But  they  that  are  of  a more 
diuine  nature,  fequeftring  themfelues  from  w'orldlie  af- 
faires. 


OfPhilofbphie. 

fakes^mcditatc  vpon  hcauenlie  things^and  thereupon  fa- 
ften  the  (cope  of  their  intents,  defires  and  wils.  Diuine 
P/4/o,ioiningadion  with  contemplation  in  a happieand 
perfedlife,  faith,  that  next  to  the  glorie  of  God  wemufi: 
naue  regard  to  do  that  which  is  profitable  for  the  Com- 
mon-wealth.  Which  excellent  opinions  of  thefe  two  phi- 
lofophersarc  comprehended  vnder  this  onely  word  of 
pradifingphilofophie , and  that  art,  which  giueth  vs  the 
I precepts  thereof,  is  called  philofophie,  whole  worke  and 
effed  (as  Seneca, ISTeroes  fchoolmaifter  faid  very  well ) is  to 
find  out,and  to  knowe  the  truth  both  of  diuine  and  hu- 
mane things.  Iuftice,pietie,  religion,  yea  the  whole  corn- 
pan  ie  of  vertues  neuer  depart  from  hir.  She  teacheth  vs  to 
adore  and  feme  God;  and  to  loue  men. 

Aram.  Surely  philofophie  is  the  mother  and  conti- 
nuallfpringofallgood  knowledge. For  llie  teacheth  vs  to 
knowe  good  and  cuill : fiieprouokcth  vs  by  the  vpright- 
nes  of  rcafon  to  flie  this  thing,  & to  do  that,  caufing  vs  to 
liueas  wife  and  pmdentmen,  ioyfull  and  contented  in 
eueryeftate,  whereupon  arifeth  the  found  reft  of  the  fpi- 
rlt.  Moreouer,the  excellencie  of  this  knowledge  (as  T^lato 
faith)isfogreat,  that  it  is  but  one  and  the  fame  thingto 
be  a king,  a gouernor  of  a Common-wealth  and  a philo- 
fopher.*  bicauferheroiall,  ciuill,  and  philofophicall  arts 
are  compounded  ofthe  fame  matter,  namelie,  of  iuftice 
and  prudence. 

A c H I T o B.  Philofophie  cannot  fufficiently  be  praifed, 
feeing  that  whofociier  obeieth  hir  may  pafte  his  daies 
without  tedioufnes.  For  the  true  fcope  thereof  is  to  feeke 
to  glorifieGod  in  his  woonderfull  works,  and  to  teach  a 
man  how  to  liue  well,  and  to  helpe  his  neighbor.  Which 
perfedion  cannot  be  attained  vnto  without  a fpeciall  and 
heauenlie  grace, and  that  after  the  knowledge  of  the  fourr- 
taine  from  whence  all  goodnes  commeth.  And  this  hath 
beene  the  caufe,as  I thinkc , why  fo  many  great  philofo- 
phers,  knowing  certainly  wherein  the  true  and  perfed  fe- 
licitie  of  man  lining  in  this  world  confifted,namely,in  the 
tranquillitieof  the  foule,  and  labouring  continually  to 
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roote  out,  or  at  leaft  to  weaken  al  the  perturbations  ther- 
of  by  the  vprightnes  of  reafon,  and  to  engraffe  vertue 
therein,  yet  could  neuer  perfedly  enioy  this  fouereigne 
good,  which  they  fo  much  defired,  bicaufe  they  were  ig- 
norant of  the  fountaine  from  whence  it  proceedcd,which 

is,  the  grace  and  mercie  of  our  Godin  his  beloued  fonne. 
And  albeit  their  life  was  maruelloufly  quiet,  and  void  of  , 
many  vices,yet  it  Itandeth  vs  in  hand  (if  we  be  Chriftians 
in  deed)to  lead,  without  comparifon,a  more  happy,  con- 
tented and  excellent  life , and  to  exercife  philofophie  ac- 
cording to  that  true  wifedome,  which  our  Lord  lefus 
Chrift  teacheth  vs.  But  I thinke  A s e r is  prepared  to 
fpeake  of  this  matter , and  to  difeourfe  thereof  more  at 
large  vnto  vs. Let  vs  harken  then  what  he  will  fay. ' 

A s E R.  That  which  prefently  offereth  it  felfe  to  bee 
handled,  requireth  truely  afarre  better  fpirit  than  mine. 
Notwithftanding,that  I feeme  not  to  (hiin  thofe  lifts,  into 
which  we  entered  wdllingly,  I purpofe  according  to  my 
weake  iudgement,  to  tell  you  firft  what  philofophie  is, 
what  good  commeth  vnto  vs  by  it,  the  rneanes  to  learnc 

it, and  to  profit  thereby,  how  a man  may  know^  he  hath  it, 
and  how  he  muft  fhew^  foorth  the  fruits  thereof : and  laft- 
ly  how  we  ought  to  contemne  all  things  that  w'e  may  ob- 
taine  it,  after  the  example  of  fome  ancient  Sages,  whom, 
we  will  alledge.Philofophie  is  a loue  or  deftre  of  wifedom. 
Or  otherwife,itis  aprofeftion,ftudie^.and  exercife  of  that 
wiredome,which  is  the  knowledge  of  diuine  and  humane 
things,  and  which  properly  belongcth  to  him,  who  onely 
is  fufficient  of  himfelfc,and  is  wifedome  it  felfe, namely ,to 
Cjod.Pythagora^  was  the  firft  that  gaue  the  name  ro  philo- 
fophie, which  being  diuided  as  well  by  him,  as  by  other 
ancient philofophers  into  diuers  and fundric arts  and  fei- 
ences,  we  may  diftinguidi  into  two  generall  parts  onely 
into  xhtCoKtemp/acme part,  and  into  the  Morall,  which  fom 
call  ABifie.  We^ill  make  two  kinds  of  the  ContempUtiHe, 
Dmme,m6.  NajurallAs  touching  the  diuine  part, it  is  that 
higheft  andmoft  vnchangeable  knowledge,  wdiereunto 
we  muft  wholy  refer  the  end  of  our  being,  and  thefcopc 
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of  all  our  purpofes,  ftuclies,  and  adions,  namely,  to  be 
able  1:0  know  and  to  glorifie  the  C reator  and  preferuer  of 
the  whole  world.Of  this  eternall  knowledge,which  Socra- 
tes called  tvifedome^wc  fay  with  was  both  a phi- 

lofopherand  a martyr,  that  all  Jouers  of  Chriftian  faith 
ought  to  endeuor  not  to  be  ignorant,  no  not  of  any  point  How  we  muft 
belonging  to  the  knowledge  and  perfed  keeping  of  God  r/uicsL  fenr- 
his  commandements,  but  efpecially  they  mullt  hauein  chingoucthe 
lingular  recommendation  his  feruice  and  true  worfhip/‘^‘^'^“®^^'^'^* 
As  touching  theabfolute  and  perfed  knowledge  of  hea- 
iienlie  myfteries,  they  ought  to  defire  thevnderftanding 
ofthemfofar  foorth  as  they  are  able,  and  according  to 
the  gift  and  meafure  of  graces,  which  fiiall  be  giuen  them 
from  abouc.  But  if  the  eie  of  their  foule  dazell  in  the  con- 
fideration  of  them,  it  fliall  be  fufficient  to  honor  and  ad- 
mire them  with  due  reuerence,and  to  beleeue  them  lied- 
faftly,  knowing  that  mans  vnderflanding  is  not  able  to 
attaineto  the  exquifite  knowledge  of  fo  high  myfteries. 

Natural]  philofophie  confifteth  cliiefly  in  theMathema-  ofnat^aiiph^ 
riks,  which  are  diuidedinto  many  parts  and  particular 
fciences,  of  which  the  moft  of  themfeemeto  manienot 
greatly  neccfiarie,  as  that  which  intreateth  of  the  nature 
of  the  heauens,of  the  funne,  of  the  moone,  of  their  moti- 
ons,meafures,&  of  the  naturall  caufes  ofal  things. Which 
oftentimes  ferueth  rather  to  content  the  curiofitie  of 
hawtie  fpirits,  than  to  make  them  better,  infomuch  that  ' 
fometimes,  by  fpeculations,  andby  vaine  and  friiiolous 
qneftions,  they  feeke  out  the  naturall  caufesof  things  fo 
curioufly,  that  in  the  end  they  ftriueto  finde  out  another 
beginning  of  all  things  than  God  : whereby  at  length 
theyremaine  deceiiied  and  confounded  in  their  know- 
ledge, as  both  the  writings  of  fo  many  ancient  philofo- 
phers,and  alfo  the  life  of  many  in  our  time  do  prone  vnto 
vs.Neuertheles,there  are  fome  parts  of  the  Mathematiks 
neceflaric  to  be  knowen  for  the  great  profit  that  may 
come  vnto  vs  by  them, as  Phyficke,Arithmetike,Geome- 
trie,and  others . But  the  fiibied  of  our  Academie  will  not 
fuffer  vs  to  handle  all  thefe  fciences  at  this  prefent.  I will 
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fay  thus  much  onely  by  the  way,  that  we  ought  fo  to  rule 
and  dired  the  profcfhon  of  all  naturall  philofophie,  that 
we  vfe  it  not  betore  we  haue  been  well  and  fufficiently  in- 
ftruded  in  the  feare  and  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  all 
things  that  concerne  a good  and  happie  life,  and  that 
vaineglorie  (hould  not  be  the  end  of  that  ftndie,  but  that  . 
it  fliould  rauilh  vs  more  and  more  in  the  contemplation 
ofthe  works  of  that  great  maifter-builder  of  the  w^hole 
frame,  to  the  end  to  glorifie  him  in  greater  meafure.  And 
yet  we  miift  abouc  all  things  beware,  that  we  fail  not  into 
that  curfe  of  the  prophet,  which  he  denounceth  againd 
thofe,  who  being  deftitate  of  Gods  grace  by  reafenof 
their  finnes,giue  themfelues  to  foothfay  ing,  and  to  feeke 
after  forcerers,  magitians,  and  calculators  of  natiuities,  , 

which  things  we  fee  are  too  common  amongftvs  : info- 
much  that  he  is  iudged  as  it  were  miferable,  that  know- 
eth  not  his  Horofeope,  from  whence  fo  many  abufes,  in- 
uocations,  and  curfedcharmes  haue  proceeded  by  little 
and  little. Let  vs  fliun  Inch  vaine  knowledge, proper  to  in- 
fidels and  Atheifl:s,and  refer  our  euents  and  i{rues(which 
albeit  we  knew  before,  yet  could  we  not  affure  our  felues 
that  we  fhould  auoid  them  ) to  the  onely  prouidence  and 
direction  of  God.  It  remaineth  now'  to  intreate  ofthe 
other  part  of  philofophie,called  Morall.  Ofthis,Ithinke  t 

Socrates  the  w’ife  man  meant  to  fpeake,  when  he  faid,  that  j 
philofophie  confifted  not  in  learning  inanie  things,  or  in  j 
medling  with  many  arts,  but  in  the  perfed  knowledge  of  j 
iuftice,prudence,and  of  all  other  morall  vertues.  He  ad-  | 
deth  further,  that  this  philofophie  worketh  two  things  in 
our  mind,  the  one  in  purging  it  as  w'ell  of  perturbations, 
as  of  falfe  opinions, and  the  other,in  caufing  it  to  rcturne  i 
into  the  right  way  by  reafons  and  exhortations  draw'cn 
from  earthly  andfenhble  formes  to  fuch  asarefpirituall, 
which  are  inclofed  within  our  foiiles , that  by  them  we 
' may  be  led  to  God, the  Idea  and  paterne  of  all  good.  This 
is  that  morall  philofophie,  which  we  haue  vndertaken  to 
handle  in  all  our  difeourfes,  and  which  is  fo  neceflarie  for 
the  life  of  man.  For  as  the  vntamed  horfe  by  rcafon  of  his 

ouer- 
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ouer-gi'eat  wildnes  is  not  profitable  for  any  thing  : fo  he 
that  is  drawen  away  by  his  afFedions  ( which  philofophie 
onely  can  moderate)  is  vnprofitable  and  vnworthie  of  all 
companie,  and  of  allgouernment  either  publike  or  pri- 
uate.  It  is  philofophie  that  tcacheth  vs  the  dodrincof 
good  life,  andcaufeth  vs  to  know  our  miferies^,  and  the 
nieanes  whereby  we  may  be  deliuered  from  them.  She  it 
is  that  frameth  in  our  vndcrftanding  the  iudgementoF 
reafon,  and  learneth  vs  to  lead  a life  agreeable  to  doc- 
trine : fliewing  vnto  vs  what  true  honeftieis,  what  perfed' 
beautie,  and  what  in  truth  and  in  deed  is  profitable.  She 
reprefleth  all  eiiil  pafTions  and  perturbations  of  the  foule, 
appeafeth  the  vnfatiable  defires  therofideliuereth  it  from 
all  feare,  and  from  all  earthlie  carefulnes,  filling  it  with 
tranquillitie,conftancie,afirurance,magnanimitie,andfuf- 
ficiencie.Shepurgeth  pride,  prefumption,ambition,cho- 
ler,reuenge,couetournes,iniuftice,and  in  a word,fiie  it  is, 
that(by  the  meanes  of  reafon  guided  by  the  heauenly  fpi- 
rit,  which  teacheth  vs  reafon,  andgiueth  it  vntovsfora 
law)framethallthemaners  andbehauior  of  man  accor- 
ding to  thepaterne  of  vertue,  byingraffingitin  his  fetled 
foule,  as  his  onely  permanent  good,  and  by  caufing  him 
to  do  that  willingly,  which  others  ( as  faid)do 

by  compulfion,andfor  feare  of  law'es.  We  are  by  philofo- 
phie inftruded  at  large  in  that  dutie  and  obedicnce,which 
we  owe  to  our  parents,  fuperiors,  and  lawes  : and  taught 
how  much  we  ought  to  loueand  honor  one  another,  our 
wiues,our  children,our  brethren,yeaal  thofe  that  are  not 
of  our  bloud.  She  it  is  ( faith  Cicero)  that  containeth  the 
difcipline  of  vertue,  of  dutie,  and  of  good  life  : fine  is  alfo 
the  art  and  mifireffe  of  Hfe.  Bricfly,by  philofophie  we  are 
taught  that  perfedion,  which  concerneth  alltheadions 
and  dealings  of  men,  euen  from  thofe  who  are  placed  in 
the  gouernment  of  monarchies,  kingdomes,  common- 
wealths,cities,and  nacions,vnto  the  left  thatliiieth  vnder 
them.  For  (lie  teacheth  the  one  fort  how  to  command 
well,  and  the  other  to  obey’well,  and  to  maintaine  them- 
fclue^  vpright  in  euerie  eftate  and  cou4ition  of  life,  in  the 

alteration 
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alteration  either  of  profperitieor  ofadiierfitie,  yeacuen 
to  (hQw  themfelues  conftant  in  contrarie  things,  by  fliun- 
ning  pleafure  & fuflaining  griefe,  by  defpifing  glorie and 
enduring  contempt.  And  to  this  efFed,  one  of  the  wife 
Hebrew  interpreters,  being  demanded  by  Ptolemie  Thtk^ 
delphm  king  of  Egypt,  wdiat  it  was  to  exercife  philofophie, 
anfwered,  that  it  was  to  reafon  well  and  diredly,  to  reape 
great  profit  by  all  things  that  happen,  not  to  be  carried 
away  by  Iuft,to  contemn  all  vanities  proceeding  of  world- 
ly pleafures,  and  to  be  guided  in  euery  adion  by  a cer- 
taine  mediocritie.  Now  feeing  it  is  out  of  queftionthat 
the  fruit  and  commoditie  of  morall  philofophie  is  fuch 
and  fo  great,  let  vs  in  the  next  place  confider  where  and 
how  we  may  learne  it, that  we  may  put  it  in  pradife.There 
pMofophkl^'^  is  nothing  more  true  than  this,  that  it  dependeth  in  fuch 
learned.  fopt  of  the  former, wliich  we  called  contemplatiuc  and  di- 

uinc,or  rather  is  fo  ioined  vnto  it,that  without  this,  it  can 
neuer  but  be  vnperfedin  man,reeing  the  feare  and  know- 
ledge of  God  is  the  beginning  and  perfedion  of  all  wife- 
Truephaofophy  domc.  Morcoucr,  it  is  fo  well  and  perfedly  taught  vs  in 
iwordoT^^*"  the  word  of  God,  that  nothing  more  may  be  added  or 
defired.  Neuertheles  the  dodrine  ioined  with  examples, 
which  we  may  draw  out  of  hiftories,and  from  the  liues  of 
wife  men,  by  things  that  haue  beene  done  in  deed,  is  of 
great  force  and  efficacie  in  the  foule  to  draw  and  moue  it 
with  delight  to  feeke  to  refemble  them  .For  when  as  man, 
naturally  defirous  of  glorie  and  immortalitie,  fliall  fee, 
thatphilofophers  and  vertuousmen,  who  were  fo  much 
commended  and  renowmed,are  as  it  were  reuiued  againe 
in  thefe  daies,  after  fo  many  ages  paft,  he  will  be  thereby 
awakened  and  pricked  forward  by  thisieloufieof  glorie, 
which  by  nature  is  in  him,  to  defire  and  bring  to  paffe  all 
great  matters  woorthie  to  beremembred,  to  the  end  he 
may  deferue  the  like  praife  and  commendation  .Therfore 
wcfliallreape  nofinall  profit  heereby,  yeait  will  be  vnto 
vs  as  an  entrie  to  a happie  and  holie  life,  and  as  a guide  to 
iacred  contemplations,  ifweearnefilyimbrace  and  exer- 
cife our  felues  in  the  reading  and  ftudie  of  good  authors, 

who 
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who  teach  vs  the  precepts  of  good  life  : to  whom(as  Ale* 
xanier  the  great  faid,fpeaking  of  his  maiftcr  aAri^otle )wc 
findoiirfeluesno  lede  bohd  & beholding, if  we  through-  ovvrtogood^ 
ly  tafte  their  dodrine,  than  to  our  owne  fathers  ( without  authors, 
offence  vnto  them  be  it  fpoken  ) of  whom  wehaue  onely 
our  life  and  being.  But  bicaufe  the  excellencie  & highnes 
of  this  part  of  philofophie,called  morall  (which  is  for  the 
corredion  oflifeandmaners)is  fuch  andfogreat/hatthe 
found  and  perfed  knowledge  therofis  very  hard^and  fee- 
ing that  good  beginnings  in  all  great  matters  are  alwaies 
the  diffculteil:  part  of  them,  wemuftlay  a good  ground 
of  our  enterprife,  if  we  meane  to  attaine  thereunto,  and 
then  afeend  vpward  from  one  degree  to  another.  The  The  chlefc 
chiefeftand  mod  neceffarie  foundation  muftbeaperpe- 
tuall  and  feruent  loue  of  the  truth,  and  of  eternall  things,  ^ ‘ ® 
ioined  with  the  reparation  of  lies,and  of  the  defire  of  tem- 
poral! things  far  from  vs.  Secondly,  thefe  particulars  are 
(as  F/ato  faith  ) very  neceffarie  for  vs : a liuely  and  fharpe 
wit, a nature  apt  to  cotemplation,  likewife  graue,prompt,  phiiofophcr. 
hardie  to  execute,andprouident  of  publike  cornmoditie. 
Butaboueall  things  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  is 
infinitely  neceffarie  for  him  that  will  be  a phiIofopher,bi- 
caufe  that,  as  all  things  without  the  enioying  of  their  vfe 
and  goodnes,  are  poffelfed  without  profit  : fo  to  haue 
knowledge  of  arts  and  fciences  without  the  vnderftan- 
ding  of  the  true  God,  is  friuolous  and  vnprofitable.  Yea 
no  man  can  do  any  thing  that  good  is,  w'hether  it  be  in  ' 
priuate  or  publike  affafres,  if  byreafon  he  knowethnot 
what  that  is,  which  ought  to  be  called  good . Butin  this 
thing  we  lhall  be  well  inftrud:ed(  God  willing)  by  the  fe- 
qg|le  of  our  difeourfes . Thirdly,  we  muft  continue  with- 
out ceafing  the  fludie  of  this  morall  knowledge,  as  Orere 
the  father  of  eloquence  doth  familLirly  teach  vs,  faying, 
that  in  our  ffudies.  we  are  to  vfe  fome  intermilfion  onely,.  muft  icamc- 
for  the  recreation  both  of  bodie  and  mindin  allhoneft 
fort, but  we  muft  neuer  leaue  and  forfake  them  altogirher; 

Neither  ought  thefe  intermiffions  to  be  of  any  long  con-  / 

tinuance,  bicaufe  vice  alwaies  watcheth  to  ouer-run  vs  fo 

foonc 
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fooiie  as  v^e  let  our  felues  loofc  vnto  idlenes,to  the  end  to  | 
ftir  vs  vp  through  the  intifements  of  the  flefli,  to  foilowe  | 
Agamft our  natural!  imperfedions . Much  lefTe  ought  we^through  | 
IlSkfng!  prefumption  of  our  felues,  and  confidence  in  our  ownc  | 
vertue  and  fufficiencie,  altogither  to  forfake  the  profefii-  j , 
on  of  this  ftudie,  as  they  do,  who  thinke  themfelues  fuch 
great  dodors,that  nothing  may  be  added  to  their  know-  J 
ledge.  Of  thefe  men  we  may  truly  ray,that  they  neuer  had  j 
the  true  knowledge  of  this  morall  philofophie,  wherein 
the  more  we  profit, the  more  w^e  fiiall  defirc  to  learne : and  ' 
whether  we  be  yoong  or  old  ( as  Socrates  faid  ) we  (hall  al-  v; 
waies  find  what  to  learne,  and  be  occafioned  to  diminifii 
all  vaine  opinion  of  our  felues,  feeing  this  is  one  of  the 
inoft  notable  effeds  thereof,  to  purge  all  pride  and  pre- 
fumption. For  as  thofe  veifels  ( faith  Tlmarks)  wherin  we 
put  liquor ,do  let  out  the  void  aire  according  to  the  mea- 
lureofthatw'hich  goethin  : fo  when  the  foulefilleth  it 
felfe  with  certaine  and  true  goods^vanitie  voideth  and  gi-  , 
ueth  place.  This  is  that  which  l^lato  faith  in  thefe  words : 

The  more  reafon  a man  getteth  hy  fhilofophie^  the  more  pride  and  I,. 
arrogancie  he  loofeth.  We  haue  a notable  teftimonie  hereof  1 1 
Antifthcnc^s,an  ixi^ntiHhenes ^ w^ho  after  he  had  heard  ^tfcr4/-^jdifpute,  I 
areJJ  w L tookc  fo  great  pleafure,  andfound  fuch  deepe  skill  there-  I 
knowledge,  in, that  albeit  he  was  very  learned , and  had  a great  num-  1 

her  of  fchollers,yct  he  willed  them  to  feeke  another  ma-  | ' 
fi:er,bccaufe  he  purpofed  to  learne  himfclfc.  And  by  rea-  | 
fon  of  the  difiance  of  place  where  he  dw^elt,  he  came  I 
twice  a day  aboue  three  miles  on  foote  to  heare  Socrates,  I 
vUta,  Like  wife  Plato  fliewed  w^ell  how  finally  he  prefumed  of  his  | 

exceeding  great  knowledge , when  not  contenting  him-  i 
felfe  therewith,  after  the  deathof  his  mafter  he  1 

made  a voyage  through  Egypt,  and  after  into  Italy , to  1 
heareand  conferre  with  the  beft  learned  of  thofe  coun-  i 
tries, and  to  learn  that  which  he  knew  not  before.Which  fi 
zeale  of  his  and  burning  defire  vnto  wifedome  being  fo  I 
laudable,Godforecompenced,  that  none  of  the  Ethniks  1 
Socrates)  euer came neere  vnto  his diuine know-  1 
ledge  of  etern  all  things.  We  fee  then  how  we  mufi:  be  the  ij 

difciples  |ii 
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difciples  of  phiiofophie  all  our  life  time . Nou^  as  there  is 
nothing, wherin  a mafter  builder  reioiceth  fo  much,  after 
he  hath  laid  a good  foundation  of  fome  great  worke,  as 
to  fee  the  progrefle  and  proceeding  thereof : fo  after  we 
haue  laid  our  firft  happie  refolution  ( as  is  faid  ) of  attai- 
ning to  the  knowledge  ofphilofophie,  and  haue  tailed  of 
the  Hrft  principles  of  hirholefome  fruits,  it  will  turne  to 
our  great  contentation , and  occaiion  of  proceeding, 
when  we  fee  and  perceiue  that  we  profite  and  amende  by 
this  iludie.This  will  appeare  vnto  vs  by  the  coniideration 
ofoiirprefent  works  and  adions,  being  compared  with  knoTvwhSr 

the  former, and  by  the  diminiQdng  and  qualifiyrig  of  our  we  profit  in 
wicked  paffions  and  naturall  inclinations,which  the  pro- 
feiilonofthisfciencewillvndoubtedly  workeinvs  . For 
as  we  take  it  for  a good  iigne  when  a difeafe  remooueth 
into  fome  parts  of  leail  account  : fo  when  our  vices  are 
changed  into  more  meekc  and  foft  palTions,  it  putteth  vs 
in  hope  that  we  fliall  wholy  deface  them  afterwarde.  The 
right  and  perfed  way  hereunto  is  to  enter  deepely  into 
ourfelues,andtotakeaperfedandfound  knowledge  of 
our  naturall,hurtfLill  and  moil  vehement  inclinations  by 
comparing  one  with  another.Next,asa  good  and  expert 
Phifition  before  he  dealeth  with  dangerous  difeafes , be-  a good  v.ay  to 
ginneth  with  gentle  preparatiues , we  are  firfl  to  corred  paX''"'" 
leffer faults,  that  after  we  may  theeafierouercomethe 
greateft,For  it  is  certaine,that  by  fuch  an  exercifeand  cu- 
ftome  of  keeping  our  felues  from  things  that  are  after  a 
fortexcufable,yea  that  are  permitted  and  lawfull,  it  will 
be  farre  more  eafie  for  vs  afterward  to  amend  & abftaine 
from  vnlawfull  things.  After  we  haue  thus  reformed  our 
felues , we  fliall  wholy  forfakefmall  imperfedions  (which 
will  be  eafle  forvstodo)  and  make  no  more  reckoning 
of  little  ofFences,as  thofe  which  wc  fliall  auoid  altogither. 

From  thence  we  fliall  come  to  confider  and  to  difcouer 
better  the  nature  and  caufe  ofour  greater  and  more  hurt- 
full  pafli6ns,together  with  their  vglines  and  deformitie. 

Then  labouring  to  diminifli  their  force  by  efchewing  pru- 
dently the  caufes  of  thein,  and  by  cutting  ofl  one  branch 

now. 
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now^and  then  another, we  fliall  in  the  end  woonder  to  fee 
how  reafon  perfedeth  in  vs  hit  office  of  commanding  ab- 
folutely  oner  all  the  perturbations  of  our  foule , I meane 
fo  farre  foorth  as  humane  frailtie  aided  by  God,  can  (as  I 
faid-before)attaine  to  perfedion.Thcn  may  we  truely  call 
our  felues  Philofophers , when-by our owne  example  we 
lofophers.  make  it  knowne,that  the  life  of  man  at  all  times,in  al  pla- 

. ces,in  all  paffions , and  generally  in  all  affaires  receiueth 
the  vfe  of  Philofophie.  Now  after  we  haue  well  profited 
through  (b  great  diligence  & watchfulnes,  through  fuch 
indiiftry  of  minde  and  continuall  ftudie,!  meane  after  we 
are  become  better  than  we  were  before,  by  reafon  of  the 
tranquillitieofour  foules  purged  from  perturbation s,we 
muft  be  carefull  that  this  our  commoditie  redound  alfo 
to  others,as  the  commandement  of  God  and  natural  du- 
de binde  vs  thereunto  .Then(I  fay)wc  (hall  haue  attained 
Theperfcaion  the  perfediou  of  this  goodly  knowledge,  when  we  are 

©fPhiiofophie.  feruiceable  to  our  neighbors,  brethren  and  countrimen, 
not  of  vaine  glory,  or  forterreftriall  riches,  but  for  the 
ioLie  of  vertue  onely,which  of  it  felfe  is  a goodly  recom- 
pence  for  it  felfe,  being  ioined  with  a happy  expedation 
efbeaueruBut  let  vs  note  farther  for  the  laif  point  of  our 
difcourfe,(whereof  I haue  already  briefely  fpoken)  that 
one  of  the  furcfl:  meanes,which  we  can  take  to  come  to  a 
true  knowledge  of  Philofophie,  is,  not  to  efteeme  at  all, 
but  rather  to  contemne  whatfoeuer  is  fubied  to  corrup- 
tion,and  is  in  the  power  of  variable  fortune,as  the  Philo- 
fophers vfe  to  fpeake : namely, vainglory, worldly  wealth, 
and  other  earthly  goods,  forafmuch  as  the  defire  of  get- 
ting,'keeping  and  increafing  them  is  that  which  carrieth 
vs  away  moft,and  which  hindreth  euery  other  good  and 
vertuous  inclination.  Therefore  let  vs  freely  forfake  all 
of  worldly"'^'  fuch  thiugs , let  vs  withdraw  our  mindes  from  all  by- 
goods  necefTa-  thoughts,and  difpife  all  earthly  difcommodities  : yea  let 
Sphe^f  ’ vs  patiently  fuftaine  all  greefe,  that  we  may  yeelde  our 
felues  wholy  to  the  ftudie  of  Philofophie,  which  is  the 
eraser,  caufe  of  fo  many  good  t\\m^s.Crates  the  Theban  forfooke 
his  patrimonie  of  eight  talents  ( which  according  to  the 

common 
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common  computation  amounteth  to  foiire  thonfandj 
eight  hundred  crownes  ) that  being  deliuered  from  the  Notable  exam- 
care  of  houf-keeping,and  of  guiding  his  goods,  he  might 
follow  the  ftiidic  of  philofophie  with  greater  libertie. 
^naxagoYAi  for  the  fame  caufe  fuffered  his  lands  to  He 
wafte , and  after  long  ftudie  returning  to  his  houfe,  and 
finding  it  altogether  fallen  into  ruine  and  dcfolation , he 
faidjif  thefe  things  had  not  periftied,!  had  periQied  : as  if 
he  had  faid,that  he  (liould  neucr  haue  gotten  the  treafure 
of  knowledge,  which  was  the  ornament  of  hisminde  , if 
he  had  giuen  himfclfe  to  gaine  and  to  gather  goods . De-  Dmacritta. 
mocritHs  Ahderita,hcmg  verie  rich(as  may  be  gathered  by 
thefeaft  which  his  father  made  to  that  innumerable  ar- 
mie  Xerxes  who  came  into  Grsecia,  which  con  lifted,  as 
Herodotus  writeth,  of  more  than  two  millions  of  fighting 
men)gaiie  all  his  patrimonie  to  his  countrey, referuing  to 
himfelfe  but  a little  fome  of  money  to  Hue  withall,that  he 
might  haue  the  more  leafure  to  ftudie  philofophie , for 
which  caufe  he  went  to  dwell  at  Athens.  Euclide,  of  the 
towne  of  Megara , being  verie  defirous  toheare  Socrates 
dwelling  at  Athens,  betweene  which  two  cities  the  warre 
was  fo  cruel,that  no  Citizen  of  the  one  citie  durft  be  feen 
in  the  other,  withoutjneuitable  danger  of  death  ifhc 
were  knowne, had  notwithftanding  fo  great  loue  to  wife- 
dome,that  although  he  were  an  Ethnick,and  doubted  of  , 
a fecond  life, yet  he  preferred  the  defire  of  knowledge  be- 
fore the  care  of  his  life , and  being  apparailed  like  a wo- 
man, went  once  in  two  daies  to  Athens  and  abode  there 
all  night  to  heare  Socrates^who  commonly  fpent  the  moft 
part  t hereof  in  difeour  fin  g of  wifedome,  and  then  retur- 
ned againe  about  the  break  of  the  day.  Now  to  conclude 
our  prefen t treatife,  we  will  hold  this,that  onely  philofo- 
phie can  giue  vs  certaine  knowledge , & teach  vs  how  we  Philofophie  o«* 
may  inioy  in  this  life  our  onely  & foueraign  good , which  ^novt^u^chYel^ 
is  the  reft  and  tranquillitie  of  our  foules.Y  ea  ihe  is  vnto  vs  g(>od. 
in  ftead  of  a guide  to  lead  vs  to  theeternall  fruition  of 
our  fupreame  and  euerabiding  good,  which  is  promifed, 
and  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  the  immaculate  Lamb  in 
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that  fecoiid  and  moft  happie  life.  And^as  Fkto  faid/pea- 
king  by  the  mouth  of  Socrates,^2X  they  onely  (hal  attaine 
to  the  kingdom  of  heauen  with  G od,  who  end  their  daies 
in  this  life  purged  by  philofophie , fo  fliall  it  be  by  the  vn- 
fpcakable  lone  of  this  eternall  wifedome,  that  we  (hall  be 
purged, clenfed  and  faued.  Yea  through  the  expedation 
of  this  bleffed  felicitie  we  may  a great  deale  more  perfed- 
ly  than  did  all  thofe  great  and  ancient  philofophers,  lead 
a contented,  ioyfull  and  quiet  life,  void  of  all  perturbati- 
ons and  feare/or  afmuchas  they  knew  the  iuftice  of  God 
onely,  and  not  his  mercy,  which  is  alTured  vnto  vs  in  his 
beloued  fonne.  Moreouer  they  were  ignorant  (notwith- 
ftanding  their  philofophie)  of  the  chiefe  point  of  his  iu- 
" ftice,  namely  of  the  beginning  of  all  things  and  of  their 
The  true caufc  ’ which  the  word  of  Godteacheth  vs  together  with 
ofioy  and  tran-  the  truth  of  that  permanent  happines  of  the  foule,where- 
1 ^ fliadow  in  their  life . Heerof  our  Lorde 

n lan  ou  e.  thrift  himfelfe  hath  left  good  and  fure  pledges  in 

the  depth  of  our  harts , faying  that  he  gaue  and  left  his 
peace  with  vs,  his  peace  ( I fay  ) in  our  foules,  and  not 
with  the  world.  Therefore  it  appeefeth  fiifficiently,  that 
nothing  is  fo  much  to  be  defired,  whether  we  regard 
profite  to  our  felues , orferuice  to  the  whole  bodie  and 
focietie  of  our  brethren  and  countrimen,  as  the  hu- 
die  of  philofophie,  which  is  the  knowledge 
of  life,  and  the  true  medicine  and  til- 
lage of  the  foule  where- 
' by  all  vertue  is 

taught  vs. 


The  end  of  the  firft  dates  worke. 
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Mongft  the  infinite  number 
Aser,  them  that  were  honoured 

with  this  faire  name  and  ex- 
cellent title  of  Philofopher^ 

Which  is  as  much  to  fay,  as  a jvjj^th^word 

r .n  ^ 1 *'  Philofopher 

louer  of  wiiedome, there  were  mcancth. 

three  principal  fed:s,that  con- 
tended together  by  generall 
rules;  but  efpecially  about  the  fouereigne  good  and  fdi- 
citie  of man;namely,the  Academiks,the  Peripatetiks^and  Thereuere 
the  Stoiks.The  beft  of  them  all, and  they  which  came  nee-  I’^^ofphiio, 
reft  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  were  the  Academiks,  fophers.  * 
whofe  firft  authors  were  Socrates^  PUto,\y\\o^2iS  we  heard 
yefterday,alwaics  taught,  that  our  true  good  confifted  in 
the  tranquillitie  of  the  foule,  void  of  all  perturbations,  & 
in  ftead  of  them  adorned  and  enriched  with  all  vertue, 
which  is  the  proper  fubftance  and  matter  of  philofophie, 

& therfore  called  the  onely  permanent  good  of  the  foule. 

A M A N A.  I can  not  but  greatly  commend  this  para- 
dox of  the  StoikSjthat  There  is  no  good  hut  vertue, nor  euill  hut 
vice,whichisthe  contrarte  vntoit.  And  to  go  a little  further, 
following  their  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  many  ancient 
wife  men, I fay,  that  The  vertuoHS  man  onely  is  free  and  happie, 
yea  although  he  were  in  Thalaris  bull : and  that  The  vici--  ana  who  vnhap- 


om  man  onely  is  a hond-man  and  vnhappie^  albeit  he  had  the 
riches  of  Crafics,  the  empire  of  Cyrus,  and  the  glorie  of  A-- 
lexander.  For  great  callings  are  nothing  where  the  mind  is 
not  content,  and  where  the  hart  pricked  with  defire  trou- 
bleth  the  tranquillitie  of  the  foule. 

Aram.  Kich^s {(^dthTythagoras ) are  no  furepUlers, 
and  glorie  is  leiTe  certaine.  Likewife  beautie,and  the  dif- 
pofitionofthebodie,  magiftracies  and  honors  are  all  of  Woriaife  goods 
no  force : but  Prptdence,  Magnanimitie,  and  luHice  are  an- 

E ij  kers 
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Two  forts  of 
goods. 


Vcrruc  is  the 
effedt  of  rege- 
neration. 


The  definition 
of  vertue. 
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kcrsofgreateftflayj  which  cannot  be  plucked  vpbyany 
tempeft.For  it  is  the  will  and  law  of  Godjthat  vertue  one- 
ly  Hioiild  be  mightie  and  firme^all  other  things  being  but 
toyes  and  fooleries.  But  we  muft  now  learne  of  thee  A- 
c H 1 1 o Bjthat  which  is  necelfarie  for  vs  to  know  concer- 
ning this  excellent  difpofition  of  the  foule. 

A c H I T o B.  The  difputation  concerning  the  good 
of  man  hath  indeed  alwaies  been  great  amongft  the  lear- 
ned, fo  that  as  well  their  diuers  opinions,  as  their  argu- 
ments would  ftay  vs  heere  with  too  long  a difcourre,efpe- 
cially  feeing  they  are  vnnecelTarie  for  vs,  whofeekeonely 
to  be  inftruded  in  the  truth.  Now  that'Wemay  attainc 
heerunto,  and  to  the  perfed  vnderftanding  of  that  mat- 
ter, which  is  heere  propounded  vnto  vs,  we  will  heere  fet 
downe  this  Maxime,or  principle,  confelTed  of  al  the  grea- 
teft  and  moft  ancient  philofophers,  and  agreeable  to  that 
truth,which  is  taught  vs  in  the  holie  rcriptures,that  There 
are  two forts  of  goods, the  one  which  is  the  Iasi  end,the  other  is  the 
fneanes  to  Attaine  theremto.  The  firll:  is  thefoyereigne,  fu- 
preme,  moft  perfed,  and  etcrnall  good,  which  we  exped 
and  hope  for  in  theimmortalitie  of  the  fecond  life,  when 
we  fliall  enioy  that  true  and  abfolute  felicitie , which  nei- 
ther eie  hath  euerfeene,  nor  eare  heard,  neither  hath  en- 
tred  at  any  time  into  the  hart  of  man.  That  which  we  call 
themeanes  whereby  we  come  to  the  firft  is  vertue  onely, 
whereof  we  are  now  to  fpeakc,  and  which  is  the  proper 
effedof  our  regeneration  by  thefpirit  of  God  dwelling 
in  vs.  Firft  then  let  vs  confider  what  vertue  is,  alfo  the  di- 
uifion,fountaine,  incomparable  excellencie,  and  inuinci- 
ble  force  thereof,  with  thofe  woonderfull  effeds  which  it 
workethinhimthatpofteftethhir ; wherein  alfo  we  will 
fee  fome  notable  examples  of  ancient  men.  Vertue(as  the 
philofophers  fay)  is  a difpofition  and  power  of  the  rea- 
ibnablepartof  the  foule,  which  bringeth  into  order  and 
decencie  the  vnrefonable  part,  by  caufing  it  to  propound 
a conuenientend  to  it  own  alfedions  and  paffions,  wher- 
by  the  foule  abideth  in  a comely  and  decent  habit,execu- 
ting  that  which  ought  to  be  done,  according  torcafonj 


Of  Vertue.  5 3 

But  to  fpeake  more  briefly,  Vertue  is  a proportion  and 
vprightnes  of  life  in  all  points  agreeable  to  reafon.The  di- 
uifion  thereofis  altogitherlike  to  that  of  philofophie.For 
they  are  fo  linked  togither,  that  it  is  all  one  to  be  vertu- 
oiis,  and  to  be  a philofopher,  the  one  being  the  matter 
and  fubftance  of  the  other.  Vertue  therefore  is  diuided  in- 
to and  into  .^T/ara//.  Theeternall  Wifedomc 

by  the  operation  of  his  fpirit,  guideth  and  lifteth  vpthe 
contemplatiue  vertue  to  hir  proper  end,  which  is  that 
happie  and  immutable  knowledge,  thatconcerneth  the 
maieftieofGod.  This  did  Socrates  call  %£ligion,  and  the 
greateft  vertue,faying  further,  that  the  contempt  thereof 
broughtvponmen  a curfed  ignorance,  and  that  no  man 
ought  to  perfuadehimlelfe,  that  he  could  flnde  amongfl  socratet  called 
the  race  of  men  any  greater  vertue  than  religion  and  pie-  ue. 

tie  towards  God,whofc  honor  is  the  foundation  of euerie 
good  worke,  which  if  it  be  ouerthrowne,  the  other  parts 
are  as  fooiie  difperfed  as  the  peeces  of  a ruinous  building. 

Yea  religion  is  not  onely  the  head  of  iuftice  and  vertue, 
but  alfo  is  as  it  were  the  foule  to  giue  vigor  and  flrength 
vnto  it.  From  this  fupreme  fcience  floweth  prudence,  the  dude  of 
which  is  a worke  thcreof,appointed  to  gouerne,  rule,and  p™<ien«e- 
moderate  by  the  meanes  of  moral!  vertue,  the  palfions 
and  affedions  of  the  vnreafonable  part  of  the  foule  in  all 
mediocritie,  by  cutting  off  all  exceffe  and  defea  of  thofe 
paffions,  and  by  moderating  them  between  too  little  and 
too  much,  thereby  to  keepe  men  from  erring.  As  forex- 
ample,flie  holdeth  a man  within  the  limits  of  prowes  and 
valure,  lead  he  ftiould  call  away  himfelfe  through  raflines 
or  cowardlines  : flie  caufeth  him  wifely  to  vfe  liberalitie, 
bicaufehefliould  notbe  fpoiled  by  couetoufnes,  or  fall 
intoprodigalitie.  And  that  he  fliould  not  be  call  downe 
too  much  in  aduerfitie,nor  lift  vp  beyond  meafure  in  pro-  ' 

fperitie,(lic  keepeth  him  vpright  and  conftant  both  in  the 
one  and  in  the  other.  Thus  doth  vertue  generally  teach  a 
nian,by  following  the  reafon  of  true  prudence,  to  rule  all 
his  inclinations  and  a<^ionsas  wcllforhis  ownepriuate 
good,  as  for  the  profit  and  vtilitie  of  humane  focietie. 

E iij  Whereby 
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Whereby  it  appeereth  fufficiently  vnto  vs,  that  the  fpiin- 

The  foundation  Nation  of  all  vertue  is  thatdiuinereafonj  which  floweth 
into  our  foules  from  the  free  goodiiesof  our  God,  and 
which  takethliuelyroote  by  care,  ftadie,  and  diligence, 
when  the  felfe- fame  grace  blelfeth  our  labour.  For  with- 
out this  we  can  do  nothing,  fo  that  all  our  meditations 
andpurpofestoliuevprightly,  continently,  and  tempe- 
rately become  vaine  and  friuolous  before  his  maieftie.  In 
this  maner,of  that  excellent  reafon  and  wifedome,where- 
' with  the  eternall  wifedome  enrichethvs,  that  we  might 
know  good  and  euill,  prudence  is-ingendred , which  is 
moft  neceffarie  for  the  gouernment  of  earthlie  things 
(whereof  we  v/ill  intreat  heerafter  ) and  whereby  man  is 
enriched  with  morallvertue,  as  with  an  infallible  rule  of 
all  his  works  and  adions,  to  the  end  that  fully  enioying 
vvhcreinhu-  humaiie  felicitie,which  confifteth  in  good  maners,  quali- 
TonfiikX'”"'  conditions  of  the  foule,  he  may  bring  foorth  the 

fruits  and  effeds  thereof  to  the  profit  of  many.  Vv^efay 
then, that  all  vertue  confifteth  in  mediocritie,as  vice  doth 
in  excefte  or  in  defed,in  regard  wherof  flie  is  in  the  midft, 
albeit  in  refped  of  hir  felfe,  I meane  of  hir  perfed  and  ab- 
foluteexcellencie  fi^e  is  extreme, and  ftandeth  not  in  need 
of  any  increafe  or  diminution.  Now  as  all  the  imperfedi- 
onsofthe  foule  are  called  vices  and  pafiions,  foall  their 
contraries,  which  feme  for  remedies  vnto  them,  are  na- 
med vertues.And  although  vertue  be  alwaies  one,  fo  that 
he  which  hardly  imbraceth  one  part  of  it  is  defirous  of 
them  all,  yet  may  fiie  be  called  by  diners  names,  euen  by 
fomany,  as  there  is  alwaies  in  euery  good  adion  fomc 
particular Yertue,that  maketh  it  eminent,and  to  be  feene 
aboue  others.  Moreouer,  according  to  the  diners  fubieds 
wherein  fiie  is,  die  bringeth  foorth  diners  eft'eds,  confor- 
ming hir  felfe  in  fome  fort  to  the  maners, conditions,  and 
naturall  inclinations  ofthofe  which  poftefte  hir.  Heereof 
it  commeth,  that  fome  are  more  apt  and  conftant  in  fome 
The  gifts  ana  onc  vcrtue  than  others  are  ( for  all  can  not  do  all  things) 
paces  of  God  pradifcth  it  after  one  falbion,  and  an  other 

men.  otherwife.  Now  it  followeth,  that  I handle  heereafter 

diftindly 
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diftindly  and  in  order,  the  pliiralitie  of  vertucs,  with 
their  feuerall  properties.  Butin  the  meane  while,  to 
fpeake  generally  of  this  pretious  and  ineftimable  riches, 

I meane  of  vertue,and  of  the  great,  worthie,and  wonder- 
full  effeds, which  ihe  bringeth  forth  in  men,firft,Qie  is  the 
onely  proper  and  true  good  of  the  foule,  that  can  not  by  Theexceiicncic 
any  accident  be  violently  taken  and  caried  away.  She 
alone  maketh  hir  pofleffor  happie,  caufing  him  to  finde 
euery  kinde  of  life  that  is  fweet,pleafant,  and  acceptable, 
contained  in  hir.  Vertue  alone,  is  the  oncly  matter  of  reft 
and  tranquillitie  in  the  mind,  being  by  reafon  purged  of 
feare,oftrouble,of  worldly  defire  and  ioy.  Of  this  liuely 
fountainefpake  Demoerhmy  when  he  faid  that  ioy  was  in- 
gendered  in  mens  harts,  of  the  mediocritie  of  pleafure, 
and  of  a moderate  andtemperate  harmonic  of  life.  Ver- 
tue (faid  Thales)  is  the  profitablefl:  thing  in  the  world,  bi-  Eucricthmgu 
caufe  it  maketh  all  other  things  profitable,  by  caufing 
men  to  vfe  them  well.  Yea  we  may  fay  further,  that  all  o-  vcrcuJ. 
ther  gifts  and  riches  remainc  vnprofitable  and  hurtfull, 
without  the  ornament  of  vertue.  prooueth  by  ma- 

ny goodliereafons,  that  onely  vertuais  of  it  felfe  fuffici- 
ent  to  caufe  men  to  liue  well  and  happily  .And  furely  eue- 
ry good  and  vertuous  man  of  what  calling  foeuer  he  be,is 
fo  happie, if  he  haue  grace  to  know  it,  that  he  need  not  to 
wiOifor  any  thing  with  pafiion  or  trauell  in  this  life,  but 
rather  is  content  of  himfelfe  in  regard  of  men,  and  con- 
temneth  the  care  of  worldly  things,not  iudging  any  thing 
euil,which  necefiitie'  of  nature,  or  rather  the  ordinance  of 
God  bringeth  vpon  him. And  where  miferies  are  doubled, 
there  vertue  (heweth  hir  effeds  moft  wonderfully,  giuing 
ys  therby  to  vnderftand,  thatfiieconfifteth  in  fuch  things 
as  are  moft  rare  and  difficult.For  which  caule  hir  ftrength  vertue  compa* 
is  compared  to  the  date  tree,  which  the  more  it  is  pulled 
downe,  the  more  it  returneth  vpward  : fo  when  vertue  is 
moft  opprefled  of  hir  enimies  (he  (hineth  moft  glorioufly. 

Onely  vertue  appeareth  woonderfull  to  the  minde  that  is 
cloathed therewith, and keepeth  it  from  coueting  that 
which  others  commonly  worihip,  namely, great  callings, 

E iiij  riches. 
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riches,pleafures  and  glory.She  defpifeth  the  praifc  & flat- 
terie  of  men,  wherunto  fo  many  others  make  themfelues 
{laues,&  remaineth  ak^ais  free  in  hir  felfe,&  free  to  eucry 
The  re  ward  of  one,without  any  other  hope  of  reward, then  to  be  accep- 
“mi"*  fie  red  of  God,  & to  effed  things  nieete  tobe  rewarded  eter- 
freemetcieof  nally  in  the  next  lifeby  theliberalitieof  God.  Ifwecom- 
pare  worldly  goods  with  vertue(calling  that  good  which 
vfurpeth  that  name, & is  fubied  to  corrupti6)firft,as  tou- 
ching thofe  which  the  philofophers  cal  the  goods  of  for- 
tune,& namely  nobility, wherin  at  this  men  flay  fo  much, 
what  is  it  but  a good  of  our  anceftors  ? Riches  are  eafily 
loft,  yea  caufeth  the  poffeffor  of  them  to  be  fooner  loft : & 
as  for  the  glorie  of  the  greateft,yea  of  al  principalitie,  it  is 

no  Me  vncertaine . Concerning  the  goods  of  the  bodie , 

woridiigoocS  beauty  & comelines  is  but  a flower  of  fmall  continuance : 
with  venue.  helth,which  is  fo  precious.foon  changeth:  ftrength  is  loft 
by  infinit  inconueniences.Al  bodily  pleafure  is  vnperfed, 
& followed  of  perturbations.  But  vertue  is  that  onely  di- 
uine  & immortall  qualitie  in  vs,  which,(as  Hefwdtu  faith) 

, . . . is  a ftable  & fure  pofleffion  both  to  the  lining  and  to  the 
powerolcr  deadrouer  which  neither  fortune, flander,ficknes,old-age 
vcitue.  aduerfitie  haue  any  power : and  as  for  length  of  time, 

which  diminillieth  all  things,it  alwaies  addeth  fomewhat 
tovertue,&encreafethit.  All  the  other  goods  aboue  re- 
hearfed,are  from  without  a man,working  oftentimes  de- 
ftrudio  to  their  pofleflbrs,  & commonly  coming  to  thofe 
that  arc  leaft  woorthy  of them.Onely  vertue  is  the  proper 
inheritance  ofthefoule,workerh  the  hapines  therof,  and 
maketh  a man  alwaies  worthy  of  true  glory  & praife,  cau- 
fing  him  to  be  honored  & efteemed  euen  of  his  enimies. 
In  a word  it  cannot(as  Cicero  faitli)  be  vttered  how  much 
vertue  furmounteth  all  other  things  in  glorie  & excellen- 
berXeT""'  cie.  And  if  all  other  goods  of  men(faith  Socratei)'i'CK  laid 
by  thefelues  they  would  amount  in  value  but  to  one"  mote 
in  refpedofthe  price  of  vertue./'toi?  his  difciplefaith,that 
the  difference  of  vertue  compared  with  other  goods,is  fo 
great,  that  if  they  wereputinto  one  skale  of  the  balance, 
& vertue  into  the  other,  this  would  afeend  vp  to  heauen, 

and 
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and  the  other  would  touch  the  earth. Moreouer, he  wrote 
foure  books  or  dialogues, which  did  all  inrreat  of 

vertue, out  of  which  men  may  reape  infinite  profite,erpc- 
cially  out  of  thofe  that  in  treat  of  a common -wealth, or  of 
lawes.ln  thefe  books  that  he  might  not  feeme  vngratefull  why  Piaco  in 
towardehis  Socra,tes , who  would  neucr  write  any  hi? works brin- 

thing,  he  bringeth  him  in  rehearfing  that, which  at  other 
times  he  had  heard  him  fpcake.  Sttlp  the  philoropher,be- 
i ng  in  his  citie  of  Megara  when  it  was  taken  & fpoiled  by 
Demetnm  king  of  Macedonia,  who  fauouring  him,  asked 
if  he  had  loft  any  thing  that  was  his,made  this  anfwer.-No 
lir(quoth  he)for  war  cannot  fpoile  vertue.  And  indeedc 
this  is  that  riches  wherwith  we  ought  to  furnifli  our  fellies 
which  can  fwim  with  vs  in  a fliipwrack,  and  which  caufed  ^ ^ 

Socrates  to  anfwere  thus  to  one,  who  asked  him  what  his  hipping 
opinion  was  of  the  great  king,  whether  he  did  not  thinke 
him  very  happy ; I cannot  teIl(quoth  he)how  he  is  proui-  ^ ^ 

ded  of  knowledge  & vertue.  Who  may  iuftly  doubt  whe- 
ther vertue  alone  is  able  to  make  a man  happie , feeing  it 
doth  not  onely  make  him  wire,prudcnt,iuft  & good,both 
in  his  doings  & fayings,but  alfo  commonly  procureth  vn- 
to  him  honor,  glorie  and  authoritie  ? It  was  through  hir  whatitwas 
meanes,  that  (:x^/?.vWfrdererued  the  furname  of  (^reat,  cHatprocured 
by  that  experience  which  fhegaue  himinwarre,  by  his  of 

liberalitie  in  riches , by  his  tempctance  in  all  his  fumptu-  Great, 
ous  magnificence,by  his  hardines  and  conftancy  in  fight, 
by  his  continency  inaffedions,byhis  bountie  and  cle- 
mencie  in  vidorie , and  by  all  other  vertues , wherein  he 
furpafled  all  thatliued  in  his  time.  Yea  the  fame  and  re- 
nowme  of  his  vertues  procured  a greater  number  of  ci- 
ties, countries  and  men  to  fubmit  themfelues  willrn^y 
vntohim  without  bio  weft  liking,;  than  did  the  power  of 
his  armie.Wherein  this  fentence  of  Socrates  is  found  true, 
that  whole  troupes  of  fouldiers,  and  he  apes  ofnehes,  are  con- 
framed  oftentimes  to  obey  vertue . .What  feid mo- 
narche  of  the  Perfians,  when  he  vnderftoode  botFwhat  ^ ‘ 
continencie  (»^/cA*4W^r'his  enimiehad  vfed  toward  his 
wife, who  being  exceeding  bcautifiill  was"  takeriprifotter 
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byhim,andwhathumanitie  he  ihew’-ed  afterward  in  hir 
funerals  when  fl^ie was  dead  r The  Perfians  (quoth he) 

■ heede  not  be  difcouraged,  neither  thinke  themfelues 
cowards  and  effeminate  becaufe  they  were  vanquilhed  of 
fuch  an  aduerfarie.  Neither  do  I demand  any  vidorie  of 
the  gods,  buttofurmount  tAlexander  in  bountifulnes. 
And  if  it  be  fo  that  I muft  fall , I befeech  them  to  fuffer 
none  but  him  to  fitin  the  royall  throne  and  feat  of  Cyrus, ' 
Will  we  haue  teftimonies  of  the  inuicible  force  of  vertue, 
and  of  hir  powerfull  and  praifewoorthy  effeds  in  moft  fi- 
nifter  and  vntoward  matters  ? Hiftories  declare  vnto  vs, 
that  amongft  all  the  vertuous  ads,  w hich  procured  praife 
and  fenowme  to  the  men  of  old  time , thofe  were  the 
notableft  & moft  commended, which  they  (hewed  foorth 
at  fuch  time  as  fortune  feemed  to  haue  wholy  beaten 
foTcTfnd  eS  downe.  ^elopidas, captaine  of  the  Thebans, 
Sverme,iLd-^  who  deliuetcd  them  from  the  bondage  of  the  Lacedemo- 
“"'f nians,is  more  praifed  and  efteemed  for  the  great  and  no- 
Teiopfdas,  vertue,which  he  (hewed  being  prifoner  in  the  hands 

o^’-Alexander  the  tyrannous  king  of  the  Phereans,then  for 
all  his  vidorics  gotten  before.  For  at  that  time  his  vertue 
was  fo  farre  from  yeelding  anyiottohis  calamitie,  that 
„ contrariwife  with  an  vnigcakeable  conftancie  he  recom- 
forted the  inhabitants  of  the  towne , that  came  to  vifite 
him , exhorting, them  to  be  of  good  courage,  feeing  the 
hourc  was  come,  wherin  the  tyrant  (hould  be  at  once  pu- 
niihed  for  his  wickednes.  And  one  day  he  fent  him  w ord, 
that  he  was  deftitute  of  all  iudgement  and  rearon,in  that 
he  vexed  his  poore  citizens , & caufed  them  to  die  in  tor- 
ments who  neuer  offended  him,  and  in  the  meane  time 
fuffered  him  to  liue  in  reft,of  whom  he  could  not  be  igno- 
rant, that  efcaping  his  hands  he  would  be  reuenged  of 
him.  The  tyrant  maruelling  at  his  great  courage,  asked 
why  he  made  fuch  great  hafte  to  die.  To  this  end  ( quoth 
he)that  thou  being  yet  more  hated  of  God  and  men  than 
Vhiiocles,  thoq  art,mighteft  the  fooner be deftrqied.  Thibcles,  one 
of  th^  moft  famous  Athenian  captaines  of  his  time  ( who 
caufed  this  law  to  bejmade,^  that  the  right  thombe  of  all 

;■  prifo- 
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prifoncrs  taken  in  war  from  that  time  forward  fliould  be 
cutoff,  that  they  might  not  handle  a pike  any  more,  but 
yet  might  feme  to  rowe  with  an  oare  ) being  taken  prifo- 
nerwith  threethoufand  Atheniens  in  one  battel],  which 
Lyfknder  admirall  of  the  Lacedemonians  obtained  againfl 
him, and  al  of  them  being  condemned  to  die,was  deman- 
ded of  Ljfcwder  what  paine  he  iudged  liimfelfe  worthie  of 
for  counfelling  his  country-men  to  fo  wicked  and  cruell  a 
thing.  To  whom  he  made  this  onely  anfwcre  with  an  vn- 
moueable  sQ,xXX\t^Accnf€  net  thofc  nho  haue  no  iudge  to  hear  ^ 
know  their  caufe.  But  feeing  the  gods  haue  ihewed  thee  this  conftanc 

fauoLir  to  be  conqueror,  deale  with  vs  as  we  would  haiic  ‘ ‘ • 

done  with  thee,  if  we  had  oucrcomc  thee.  Which  being 
.faidj^he  went  to  wafli  and  bath  himfelfe,  and  then  putting 
on  a rich  cloke  as  if  he  fliould  haue  gone  to  fome  feaft,  he 
offered  himfelfe  firft  to  the  flaughter,  fliewing  theway  of 
true  conftancie  to  his  fellow  citizens . Anaxarclnu  the  phi-  Anaxanhus,  • 
lofopher,  being  taken  prifoner  by  the  cornmandement  of 
Nero,  that  he  might  know  of  him,  who  were  the  authors 
of  a confpiracie  that  was  made  againft  his  eftatc,  and  be- 
ing led  towards  him  for  the  fame  caufe,he  bit  his  toong  in 
funder  with  his  teeth,anddidfpit  it  in  his  face , knowing  Awoonaeifuii 
well  that  otherwife  the  tyrant  would  haue  compelled  him 
by  all  forts  of  tortures  and  torments  to  reueale  & difdofe 
them.  Zeno  miffing  his  purpofe,  which  was  to  haue  killed 
the  tyrant  Demjhi5,6\A  afmuch  to  him . But  what  is  more* 
terrible  than  death  ? Notwithfianding  when  did  vertue 
better  fhew  hir  greatnes  and  power,  then  when  death  la- 
boured moft  to  ouerthrow  hir,  as  being  refolued  of  that 
faying  of  Cic€ro,x\\2X  all  wife  men  die  willingly,  and  with-  a wife  man 
out  care , but  that  the  vnwife  & ignorantare  at  their  wits 
ende  for  feare  of  death  ? If  many , who  haue  not  knowne 
the  true  and  perfed  immortalitie  of  the  foule , and  fome, 
onely  led  with  a defire  of praife  & worldly  glorie  , others 
touched  with  duty  and  kindled  with  a loue  towards  their 
conntrey, haue  (hewed  theincreafe  of  their  vertue  in  the 
horrors  and  pangs  of  death,  what  ought  they  to  do,  who 
exped  certainely  an  cuerlafting  life  r Phocion,d,kQV  he  had 

been 
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beetle  chofeii  generall  captaine  of  the  Athenians  foure 
and  fortie  times , and  done  infinite  feruices  to  the  com- 
mon-wealth , being  at  length  through  certaine  parta- 
kinges  and  diiiifions  ouercome  with  the  weakeft  fide 
which  he  had  mainetained,  and  being  condemned  to 
drinkepoifon , was  demaunded  before  he  dranke,  whe- 
ther he  had  no  more  to  fayc.  Whereupon  fpeaking  to 
his  Tonne,  he  faide,  I commaiinde  thee  to  beare  theA- 
thenians  no  rancor  and  malice  for  my  death  . And  a 
a little  before  this  fpeech , beholding  one  of  thoTe  that 
were  condemned  to  die  with  him , to  vexe  himfelfe 
through  impatiencie,  what  meanefl:  thou  poore  man, 
(quoth  he  to  him)  doeft  thou  notthinke  thy  felfe  happie 
that  thou  maift  die  with  PhocionflhQ  feare  and  apprehen- 
fion  of  death  doth  aftoniQi,as  we  commonly  fay, the  ftou- 
teftjbut  not  the  mofi:  vertuous.For  they  know  (as  TlmtHs 
faith)  thathedicth  not,  who  for  vertues  fake  is  put  to 
death.Gi///cr^^/^<f/,Generall  of  the  Lacedemonians,being 
readie  to  giue  battell  to  his  enimies,thefoothfaier,  after 
facrificedoneto  the  gods  faidvnto  him,  that  the  intrals 
of  the  facrifices  promifed  vi(9:orie  to  the  armie,  but  death 
to  the  captaine.  Whereunto  he  anfwered  as  one  without 
all  feare ; although  he  beleeued  it  as  an  oracle  from  hea- 
xxQn^SpartacoMfiUethnot  in  one  man.  For  when  I (hal  be  dead 
my  countrie  (hall  be  nothing  leifened,  but  if  I recule  now 
and  draw  backe,  the  reputation  thereof  will  be  diminifli- 
ed.  Whereupon  fubftituting  in  his  place  Cleander,  asfuc- 
cefforinhis  office,  he  gaue  battell,  wherein  it  happened 
vnto  him  as  the  foothfaier  had  told  him . If  we  defire  infi- 
nite fuch  examples,hiftories  are  ful  of  them,euen  of  thofe 
who  loued  rather  to  kill  themfelues  ( which  a Chrifiian 
neuer  ought  to  do,but  onely  to  fuffer  death  patiently ,if  it 
be  offered  vnto  him  ) than  to  commit  any  thing  vnwoor- 
thie  their  vertue.  Themiftccles  vniuftly  banifhed 

from  Athens,  retired  to  the  king  of  Perfia,  whofe  great 
fauour  and  benefits  receiued,  caufed  to  fay  to  his  chil- 
dren, }Ve  had  heene  vndons^  if  we  had  not  heene  vndone : as  alfo 
to  promife,  that  he  would  imploy  himfelfe  in  his  fer- 

uice. 
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uice.Notwithftanding  when  he  faw'  the  war  begun  againc 
betvi^eene  this  king  and  the  Athenians,  wherein  he  w^as 
offered  a great  charge,  he  chofe  rather  to  haften  his 
death  byapoifon  which  he  tooke,  than  to  feeme  to  be 
pricked  or  prouoked  with  malice  againft  his  vngrate- 
full  coiintrie-men  , leaf!  thereby  he  fiiould  obfeure  and 
blot  the  glorie  of  fo  many  goodly  cxploites,  triiimphes, 
and  vidorics,  w^hich  he  had  obtained.  Nowx  if  death 
can  not  ftoppe  the  coiirfe  of  vertue , how  much  lefle  can 
any  other  w^eaker  accident  do  it  } Old-age,  w’hich  di-  Agehathno 
minilheth  and  confumeth  all  the  ftrength  of  the  bodie, 
collide  not  weaken  the  great  vertue  of  ^geftlans  king  ^gefiiaw. 
of  Lacedemonia,  who  being  fower-fcore  yeeres  of  age, 
and  feeing  the  glorie  of  his  coimtrie  brought  to  no- 
thing by  that  vidorie , which  the  Thebanes  had  obtai- 
ned againft  him , withdrew^e  himfelfe  into  the  feruice 
of  a king  of  Egypt,  and  tooke  the  charge  of  a cap- 
taine  vnder  him , that  through  the  good  feruice  he 
fiiould  do  him  , he  might  deferue  ( whereof  he  afiiired 
himfelfe)  tohaue  fuccour  of  him  for  his  owne  countrey 
affaires.  Enuie  (faith  Thacidides)  is  heard  to  be  ouer- 
come,  and followeth great eftates and  potentates.  Ho- 
nour, glorie  and  riches,  are  but  iirebrandes  to  kindle 
it.  Notwithftanding  the  excellencie  of  vertuc  often- 
times triumpheth  ouerit,  fothat  theenuious  are  con- 
ftrained  to  ipeake  well  of  vertuous  men.  We  fee  then 
cleerely,  and  haue  better  experience  thereof  in  our 
felues  if  wx  be  decked  with  vertue,  that  fiie  is  of  an  inuin- 
cible  force,  and  that  all  things  are  tamed  by  hir.  For 
who  can  doubt  that  through  hir , great  empires,  monar- 
chies,commonwealths,  eftats  and  cities  haue  much  more 
florifiied , than  through  force  and  might  of  armes  ? The  vertue caufeth 
fequele  of  our  difeourfes  (hall  furnifh  vs' with  examples 
hereof.  Now  to  conclude  our  prefent  matter,  knowing 
that  vertue  deferueth  fo  great  praife  in  regarde  of  hir 
fruits , and  of  hir  woonderfull  great  effeds , wc  fay,  that  ^ 

(he  is  the  onely  good  both  for  honeftie,  profite  and  plea-  Indy  honeft, 
fure, between  which  there  is  fuch  aconiun(ftion,that  they  profitable, and 

pkalantgood, 

can- 
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cannot  be  feperated  one  from  another , ( as  hereafter  we 
may  intreat  more  at  large)  fo  that  the  feueringof  thefe 
three  things  to  attribute  them  to  other  earthly  and  pe- 
rifliing  goods^is  the  fountaine  of  all  vice,  deceit^and  mif- 
chiefe.  Ifthen,trouble,  loflfejhazardordangerare  to  be 
found  in  the  pra6tife  and  exercife  of  this  holie  and  facred  1 
vertuc  (as  euen  the  greateft  worldly  happines  is  counter- 
poifed  with  euill  and  difficultie  ) ought  we  not  to  difpife 
all  fuch  things , yea  death  it  felfe  for  that  happie  recom- 
peace,  which  is  aifured  vnto  vs , not  onely  of  immortall 
glorie  and  praife  (which  the  men  of  old  time  promifed  to 
themfelues  ) but  alfo  of  life  euerlafting, whereof  the  moft 
of  them  were  ignorant?  Let  vs  not  be  like  to  a little  child 
(for  he  that  is  a child  in  minde  differeth  nothing  from  a 
childe  in  age)who  feeing  a trifle  wherewith  he  plaieth  ta-  |i 
ken  out  of  his  hand,cafteth  away  for  anger  that  which  he  |!' 
holdcth  in  his  other  hand , although  it  be  fome  daintie  | j 
thing  and  good  to  eate.  But  let  vs  with  feruent  zeale  and  f 
burning  affedion,  alwaies  imbrace  this  fo  precious  and  | 
chaftc  beautie,!  meane  vertue,  which  alone  filleth  the  life  1 
of  man,with  true,  found  and  perfed  contentation.  Let  all  | 
things  come  behinde  vertue,  after  the  example  of  foma-  | 
ny  excellent.and  ancient  perfonages,  who  ought  to  make  'I 
vsblufliforflmme,  when  we  conflder,  that  the  care  of  | 
Anacharfpfor-  earthly  goods  hath  the  firfl:  place  amongft  vs.  ay^mcharjts  | 
?o°me  ^ Barbarian^bciiig  led  with  the  onely  loue  of  vertue , left  | 

might  thfbetter  the  kingdome  of  Scythia  to  his  yoonger  brother,  & went  I 
obtaine  vertue.  Gra^cia, where  he  profited  fo  well  with  Solon , that  he  | 

deferued  to  be  placed  in  the  number  of  the  feauen  Sages.  | 
Three  things  Now  if  thtce  tilings  ( after  we  haue  asked  them  of  him  | 
d?e  obtSlil^  who  only  can  and  will  giue  them  vnto  vs  ) meete  togither  | 
of  vertue.  ^ j q ys^n2xndY,Natj4re,Reafony  and  Vfe,  we  may  by  them  be-  ^ 
ingdireded,illuminatedjand  guided  by  thefpiritofGod,  T 
attainetothe  top  of  humane  perfedion  in  this  rich  ver-  I 
tue,which  being  thus  grounded  (like  toaftrongandliue-  J 
ly  plant)will  take  fure  footing  and  roote  within  vs.  If  flie  ' ! 
meet  with  a good  and  well  difpofed  nature, that  is  able  to  i | 
endure  labor,  & that  is  tilled  by  reafon  with  the  precepts  | 
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of  philofophie,  whereby  it  is  made  firme,  mightie,  and 
fruitful!,  then  vfe  and  exercifc  will  bring  foorth  the  fruits 
thereof^as  well  for  our  ownc,as  for  the  common  profit  of 
men. 
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Ac  HI-  A S he  that  is  ignorant  of  goodnes  cannot  rhe  knowledge 
T OB.  loueitjOr  boall  (exceptitbefalfly)  that  he  ofcoodnes  nmft 
^ Veeketh  after  it,  and  if  he  fl.ould  find  it,  yet 
he  could  not  acknowledge  it, or  reape  any  profit  thereby: 
fo  he  that  knoweth  not  euill,can  neuer  hate  it  fufficiently, 
much  lefie  fliun  it,  or  keepe  himfelfc  from  falling  into  the 
fnaresandambuihes  thereof,  whereitliethin  continuall 
watch  to  furprife  and  ouertake  men.  Yefliall  haue  very 
few,  but  fay,  that  they  are  enimies  to  euill,  and  that  they 
labour  to  driue  it  as  far  from  them  as  they  can. But  what? 

As  they  neuer  knew  what  goodnes  meant,  fo  they  knowe 
as  little  of  the  contrarie.  Nowhauingby  our  laftfpeech 
declared  fufiiciently,  that  vertue  is  the  onely  true  good  of 
thefoule,  itis  outof  queftion,  thatvice,  which  is  altogi-  viccisthconeiy 
ther  contrarie  vnto  it,  is  the  onely  euill  thereof,  and  the  cwiofthcfouic. 
fountaineofal  themiferies  of  man,  as  wel  earthly  as  eter- 
nail.  Which,that  we  may  more  furely  auoid,  andmarke 
better  the  excellencie  and  beautie  of  vertue,  by  the  loth- 
fomnes  anddeformitie  of  vice  (bicaufe  contraries  fet  one 
by  another,  as  blacke  neare  to  white,  fliew  themfelues  a 
great  deale  better  ) I thinke  it  will  not  be  to  wander  be- 
fides  the  matter,  if  webeftow  the  reft  of  our  mornings 
workc  in  the  handling  thereof. 

A s E R.Thereis  no  euill  in  man(as  the  philoibpers  fay) 
but  vice,  ifwe  take  that  for  euill  which  is  offenfiue.  Nei- 
ther dothany  thing  offend  andmake  a man  woorfe,  but 
that  which  endammageth  his  foule.  And  in  this  maner 
vice  onely  and  finneis  hurtfull  vnto  him,  yea  ( as  Tlutairke 
faith)is  fufficient  of  it  felfe  to  make  a man  milerable. 

A M A N A.  As  vertue  (faith  ?kto)  is  the  health  and 

forceable 
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vcrtue  is  the  forccablc  vigor  of  the  foule,  fo  vice  is  the  ficknes  and  im- 
heaithjandvice  becilHtie  theteof.which  hauing  gotten  a habit,  niaketh  a 

thcfickneiof  . . ^ . . ■I 

thefouie.  man  VICIOUS  and  cortupt.  For  it  is  certaine  that  if  men 
had  fufficient  force  and  conftancie  to  refill  vice(\vhich  we 
haue  by  inheritance)they  would  follow  after  vertuc.  But 
being  ouercome  by  the  loofenes  of  their  fenfualitie  they 
are  led  captiues,as  it  werein  a triumph,vnder  the  yoke  of 
fin. Let  vs  then  hearken  to  A r a m,  who,I  thinke,will  not 
forget  to  paint  out  vnto  vs  this  pernitious  Hydra  with  all 
hir  colors,  that  Ihe  may  be  fo  much  the  more  odious  vn- 
to vs. 

Aram.  I haue  alwaies  learned  of  wife  men,  that  this 
faying  of  an  ancient  man  is  moll  true, That  there  is  a hun- 
dred times  more  paine  in  doing  euill, than  in  well  doing  ; 
and  that  vice  hath  the  fame  effedin  the  foule,  which  the 
dropfie!*^^*  dropfie  hath  in  the  bodie.  For  both  of  them  do  plant  in 
man  a continuall  defire  of  that  which  breedeth  his  grea- 
teft  bane.  Whereupon  moll  miferably  he  feeketh  after  his 
owne  perdition  and  mine  with  paine  and  trauell,  wheras 
he  might  palTe  through  felicitie  inthisTife,  into  that  life 
which  is  eternall  and  moll  happie.  One  chiefe  occafion 
heerof,as  I thinke,  may  be  attributed  to  the  ignorance  of 
euill.  Forwhat  wicked  man  isfo  dull  of  vnderllanding, 
that,if  he  knew  certainly  what  vice  were,  would  not  with 
all  his  might  feparate  himfelfe  as  farre  from  it,  as  for  the 
time  he  drew  neere  vnto  it  ? By  a llrongcr  reafon  it  folow- 
eth,that  he  which  truly  knoweth  it,  before  it  be  growen 
to  a habit  within  him,wil  fliunit  more  diligently:  bicaufe 
we  begin  then  to  hate  vices  ( as  faith)  when  by 

reafon  wevnderlland  what  fhame  and  harme  comrneth 
of  them . Therefore  it  mull  needs  be  very  profitable  for  vs 
to  vtter  heerin  that,  which  we  haue  learned  by  the  lludie 
of  philofophie,  and  that  briefly  for  this  prefent,  hoping 
heerafter  tointreate  more  particularly  of  the  principall 
parts  of  vice.  Firll  we  will  define  it,then  confider  the  per- 
nitious effeds  thereof  in  the  foule,  and  the  fruits  which  it 
bringeth  withit : thirdly,  declare  how  it  neuerefcapeth 
vnpuniflied  : and  lallly,  lliew  how  we  muH  fortifie  our 

felues 
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fellies  again  ft  the  priuic  watchings  and  fnarcs  of  fuch  a 
dangerous  and  inightieenimie.  Vice  is  an  inequalitie  and  Thedcfimtion 
iarring  of  maners,  proceeding  from  mans  natural  1 incli- 
nation  to  pleafures  and  naughtie  defires.This inclination 
not  being  reined  with  the  bit  of  reafon,  guided  by  the  ‘ 
fpirit  of  grace,  nor  ruled  by  the  wife  declarations  thereof, 
caufeth  a man  by  little  and  little  to  giue  ouer  himfelfe  to 
all  wicked  paftions  ( the  end  of  one  being  the  beginning 
of  another)  whereby  he  becommeth  moft  vnhappie,  yea 
more  wild  and  fauage  than  any  brute  beaft.  Chryfffiu  a 
Stoikephilofopher,  called  vice  the  proper  eflence  of  vn- 
happines.  And  furely  it  is  a very  perfect  workmaiftcr  of 
wretchednes , difpoling  and  framing  men  to  all  kinde  o'f 
mifehiefeand  miferie.  For  after  it  hath  once  taken  hold 
ofthefoule,  itwillneuer  forfake  it  vntill  it  hath  wholie 
brufed,ouerwhelmed,and  deftroied  it,  filling  it  daily  with 
perturbations  and  new  pafiions,with  voluptuoufnes,ran- 
cor,  enmities,  reuenge,  murders,  anguiQi,  feare,fruitlefre 
repentance,  ambition,  couetoufnes,  and  with  all  other 
Jufts , which  are  incurable  difeafes  of  the  foule,  after  they 
haue  once  taken  roote  therein.  For  the  more  they  waxe, 
the  more  they  will  grow,  vice  being  ( as  ^Uto  faith  ) of  an  vice  isofan 
infinite  and  endles  race . And  therefore  the  aboue  named 
ChryfrffHs  faid  not  without  reafon, that  to  auoid  fo  dange- 
rous an  enimie,  and  one  that  ought  to  be  fo  odious  vnto  Although  wc 
vs,  it  were  better  for  vs  to  caft  our  felues  headlong  into 
the  lea,  than  to  lufrer  it  to  raigne  ouer  vs.  Tlato  alfo  wri-  hatrcd,yet  wc 
teth,  that  it  is  far  better  for  a man  not  toliueatall,  than 
to  liuc  wickedly, or  in  ignorance.  For  fuch  a life  can  haue  of  it. 
no  fitter  name,  than  to  be  called  a true  fliadow  of  death,  I 
meane  of  eternal  death,which  followeth  the  wicked  euen 
at  the  heelcs.  one  of  the  Sages  faid,  That  no  man 

could  iuftly  be  termed  a captiue,  although  he  were  loden  The  vicious  mm 
with  irons,'  except  alfo  he  were  compafled  about  with  vi- 
•ces.Moreouer‘"^we  fee  that  neither  fword  nor  fire  doth  ca- 
rle away  a man  fo  violently  as  vice  doth  .Many  haue  ftiffe- 
red  a thoufand  outrages  and  puniftiments  with  fuch  con- 
ftancie,  that  tyrants  were  fooner  wearie  of  perfecuting 
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them,  than  they  of  fuffering.  Befides , they  had  fo  great 
power  ouer  themfelues,thac  in  the  inidft  of  torments  they 
were  able  to  ftay  their  voice  altogither  : infomuch  that  ^ 
one  would  haue  either  iudged  them  to  be  fenfelelTe,  or 
els  think  that  in  feeing  them  he  did  not  fee  them.But  vice 
alwaies  difcouereth  it  felfe , and  euery  where  appeereth 
Nothinsmore  Qiaiiiefulljinfamous,  and  hurtfull.  called  vice  the 

Wall  than  thing  in  the  world,  bicaufe  that  where  it  is,  it  I 

marreth  and  deftroieth  all.  Moreouer,  it  maketh  thofe 
thingSjWhich  otherwife  feeme  honorable  and  magnifical, 
lothfome  and  vnpleafant,  when  it  is  mingled  with  them ; 
yea  it  appeereth  fo  much  the  more  infamons,as  the  nobi- 
viceioiticdwith  ijtie  and  autlioritie  whereunto  it  is  ioined  is  greater,  bi- 
caufe  then  it  difcouereth  better  what  pernitious  and  dam- 
nable effeds  it  hath.  For  taking  a fwift  courfe  by  the  high 
way  of  power,  and  driuing  forward  euery  wicked  aftedi- 
on  to  execution,  it  caufeth  choler  to  be  turned  prefently  , 
into  murder,loue  into  adulterie,  couetoufnes  into  confif- B 
cation,  andfo  in  other  paffions.  But  as  the  vices  of  the* 
greater  fort  are  more  dangerous,  fo  no  doubt,  fliameand 
diflionor  are  likewife  doubled  vpon  them, bicaufe  they  are  B 
better  feene  and  noted,  whereby  they  become  more  odi-* 
ou  s and  contemptible  to  euery  one . Befides,their  reward  J 
Ikth  at  their  gate  in  great  meafure,which  will  not  be  long  # 
. . from  them.Forto  whom  more  is  giuen,  of  him  more  fliali  1 
be  required.  And  I pray  you  what  greater  caufe  of  fliame  1 
tr~n.  and  bluaiing  can  that  man  haue,  who  being  borne  to  | 
command  men  of  allcflates  and  conditions,  doth  mm-ii 
felfe  obey  fuch  vile  and  abied  things,  as  are  fenfualitie,  y 
ignorance,  concupifcence,  & other  like  paffions  wrought|| 
by  vice,  which  being  without  reafon , are  made  to  obey ; !| 
and  to  be  ruled  by  reafon?  Neither  are  we  more  to  be  | 
cufed  than  the  greater  fort  when  we  follow  after,  fuch  ' 
things, bicaufe  we  are  but  of  meane  and  fmaU  calling.  For 
euery  one  is  borne  to  command  himfelfe,  whereunto  our 
chiefeftudieand  labour  ought  to  tend.  We  haue  further 
to  note  diligently,  that  vice  is  not  onely  hurtfull  to  him 
that  is  infeded  therewith,  but  alfo  that  it  vfeth  him  as  a 

miniuer 


Of  Vice. 

minifter  and  inftriiment  to  corrupt  and  fpoile  others.  For 
you  (liall  neuer  fee  any  wicked  man^that  laboureth  not  to 
make  others  like  himfelfe  ; which  if  he  cannot  do,  yet  he 
will  fo  thinke  of  them,  andfeeketo  perfuadc  all  others, 
that  they  are  fuch, or  rather  worfe  than  himfelfe.  Wherby 
itiseafieynough  toiudge,  that  this  is  that,  which  vndo- 
eth  and  deftroieth  communalties  and  Commonwealths, 
townes  and  cities,  when  the  gouernors  and  magiftrates 
of  them  are  minifters  of  vices.The  change  ofmonarchics, 
eftates,and  kingdoms  proceeded  alwaies  of  vice,  "l^ohoam 
through  want  of  prudence,  Sarda^apaZ/i^  through  intern- 
pcrancy  and  luxurioufnes,the  laft  French  king  of  the  race 
of  C/ouZs  through  retchlefnes,  of  Macedonia  tho- 
rough radmes,  with  infinite  others,  whofe  examples  we 
(ball  fee  heerafter,lofl:  their  kingdoms  through  vices.  But 
that  we  may  yet  haue  greater  occafion  to  hate  and  fliun 
this  horrible  monfter  of  nature,let  vs  know  thauvice  cha- 
fticeth  it  fclfe.  Which  is  not  done  onely  by  mans  law,  out 
ofwhich  the  mightier  fort  (as  Amcharfis  faid)  efcape  as 
great  flies  that  breakc  through  the  fpiders  web,  the  pu- 
nifhment  alfoof  which  may  oftentimes  be  auoidedfora 
time,  but  euen  the  paine  followeth  the  offence  fo  neere, 
thatitisequallvnto  it  both  for  age  and  time.  For  from 
that  very  inffant  wherein  wickednes  is  committed,  (he 
frameth  forandofhirfelfe  hir  owne  torment,  and  begin- 
neth  to  fuffer  the  paine  of  hir  mifehieuous  deede  through 
the  remorfe  thereof.  This  is  that  worme  that  continually 
gnaweth  the  confcience  of  a malefador,  and  accompani- 
eth  his  miferable  life  with  fliame  and  confiifion  , with 
frightSjperturbations,  anguilh,  and  continuall  difqiiiet- 
ncs,euen  to  his  very  dreames,  fo  that  all  his  life  time  he  is 
deftituteofall  tranquillitie  and  reft  of  fpirit,  wherein  on- 
ly humane  felicitieconfifleth.  And  therefore  one  of  the 
Hebrew  interpreters  well  and  truly  an  fwered  kingPtole- 
mie,w\\o  asked  him  how  he  might  be  in  reft  when  he  drea- 
med : Let  pietie  ( quoth  this  wife  man  vneo  him  ) be  the 
fcope  of  all  thy  fayings  and  doings.For  by  applying  al  thy 
difcoiirfesand  works  to  excellent  things,  whether  thou 
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fleepeftorwakeft,  thou  (halt  haue  quiet  reft  in  regard  of 
thy  felfe.Truly  that  man  feareth  nothing, whofe  foule  be- 
ingfree  from  all  notorious  crimes,  followeth  thewillof 
God,  whodiredethallcounfelstogood.  But(as  Tlato 
faith)  there  is  nothing  that  maketh  a man  fo  fearefull,  as 
the  remembrance  of  his  life  pafled  in  (hame.Yea  prelently 
Thefmceof  after  theoffence(faith  O^rtjr)  the  confcience  of  a 

confciencc  in  wickcd  man  is  vnto  him  in  ftead  of  an  accufer,  a witnes,  a 
the  wicked.  and  a hangman . This  is  that,  which  the  feripture 

l.euit.2^.3^..  teacheth  vs  in  Lcuiticus,faying,that  the  wicked  ftial  trem- 
ble at  the  fall  of  the  leafe  of  a tree,  & that  they  (hall  be  as 
if  their  life  hung  by  a thread.  We  ought  to  be  perfuaded 
that  this  violence  of  mans  confcience  commeth  fro  God, 

' who  caufeth  his  enimies  to  feele  his  iudgement  and  furie 
in  fuch  fortjthat  they  cannot  abide  it,  but  are  conftrained 
to  condemne  themfelues.  And  if  our  hart  condemne  vs, 
God  is  greater  than  our  hart.  Now  although  the  word 
fliould  wholie  faile  in  this,  yet  we  haue  the  teftimonie  of 
nature  imprinted  with  fuch  characters  in  our  harts,that  it 
did  euen  compell  the  ancient  poets  to  finde  out  and  to^ 
faigne  Fuy‘ies,2iS  reuengers  of  our  fins,  which  are  nothing 
elfebutthe  torments  of  euill  confciences.  This  is  that 
Eray.^^.14.  worme  wherof  Cy^/Vfpeaketh,  which  dieth  not, but  gna^^^ 
eth  and  deuoureth  them  without  ceafing.  CaUguU^'^  moft 
foTm?ntc7L  cruell  Emperor, neuer  had  fecure  and  quiet  relt,butbein| 
fcicncesinthe  terrified  and  in  feare,  awoke  often,  as  one  that  w'as  vexed 
wisked.  catied  licadlong  with  wonderfiillpaJlions,7V(fr<?,after 

he  had  killed  his  mother,  confefied  that  whileft  he  flepr, 
he  was  troubled  by  hir,  and  tormented  with  F«W<?/,that 
burned  him  with  flaming  torches.Let  vs  not  then  Tuppofe 
Awifemanis  that,although  a wickcd  aCt  may  be  hidden  and  kept  clofe 
a^amed  to  men, therefore  the  torment  is  the  lefie, (which  a wile 

Sfc  man  neuer  thinketh  of,  knowing  that  he  ought  to  be  m. 

s more  reuerence  of  himfelfe  than  of  others)  but  rather 
more  greeuous  within  vs,  not  for  the  only  feare  of  world- 
ly lhame  or  punifiiment,  but  for  theapprehenfionof  the 
iuftiude^ementof  God,  from  whom  nothing  is  hid.  He 
purfueth  the  wicked  hard  at  the  heeles  for  the  moft  par^ 
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and  knoweth  howto  take  vengeance  of  their  iniqiikie  in 
due  time.  And  if  he  defer  the  punifliment,it  ferueth  but  to 
aggrauate  their  condemnation  fo  much  the  more  vpon 
their  heads,  and  to  make  the  puniihment  more  horrible, 
whereof  we  ought  to  ftand  in  greater  feare,  than  of  any 
bodily  paine,bicaufe  the  dolor  thereof  abideth  for  euer. 
He  that  would  go  about  to  repeatc  heer  feucrally  al  thofe 
vices  wherewith  men  may  be  infed:ed,and  wherein  we  fee 
them  commonly  wallow,  fliould  find  their  number  very 
great,yea  infinite. But(as  T^emocrittu  faid)  let  vs  onely  lay 
open  that  which  is  within  vs,and  we  dial  find  there  a heap 
andconferueofmany,  diuers,  and  different  euils,  which 
haue  their originall  beginning  from  thence.  Forasfha- 
dow'es  follow  bodies,  fo  paffions  and  vices  follow  foules. 
Heerafter  wx  may  difeourfe  more  particularly  of  the  grea- 
ter part  of  them,  and  oftheir  proper  and  peculiar  effeds, 
with  that  iuft  punifhment,  which  commonly  followed 
them.  In  the  meane  time  we  may  learne  this,  that  if  cu- 
ftome  be  offo  great  for ce,that(as  we  fay)it  oucrcommeth 
nature,  it  is  chiefly  to  be  feeneinvice  and  diflblutenes, 
which  is  a gulfe  wherein  a man  may  very  eafily  cafbhim- 
felfe  headlong, but  it  is  a very  difficult  matter,yea  vnpofli- 
ble  to  withdraw  himfelfe  againe.  And  (as  a wife  Romane 
faid  ) mofl:  horrible  and  execrable  offences  through  vfe 
and  cuftome  are  made  fmall  faults,  and  are  commonly 
praftifed . For  it  is  the  propertie  of  vice  to  be  hcad-firong 
and  contentious,  feeking  to  defend  it  felfe  by  reafons, 
which,  although  they  be  altogithervaine  and  friuolous, 
yet  of  great  waight  in  regard  of  the  weake  flefh  of  man, 
which  eafily  fuffereth  it  felfe  to  be  bound  vnder  the  yoke 
of  finiie.  Therefore  we  are  to  take  good  heed,that  we  fuf- 
fernotourfelues  to  be  furprifed  byfo  dangerous  an  eni- 
mie,norgiuehim  any  acceffe  or  entrance  into  vs  : I mean 
that  he  fliould  not  dwell  in  vs(for  otherwife  we  know  that 
perfed  righteoufnes  is  in  G od  onely)  but  rather  let  vs  cx- 
ercife  all  thofe  things  that  are.  contrarie  to  vice,  accufto- 
ming  ourfelues  in  fuchfortto  maifferour  common  and 
fmall  imperfe<5tions(  which  are  but  too  abundant  in  the 
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iuilcfl  men)  thatthey  take  no  effed,  howfoeuerof  them- 
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fellies  they  may  feerae  excufable.  By  this  meanes  we  (hall 

labor  euermore  to  make  choife  of  the  beft  in  all  indifteret 
things  : which  will  hand  vs  in  fteadof  a furerampire  a- 
gainll  the  tyrannicall  raigneofthis  enimieto  venue.  VVe 
re2,d  of Pythagoru6 ,x\\2iX.  hc  acciiftomcd  hiuifclfe  to  abiiaiii 
from  cruelcie  and  iniuftice  euen  towards  brute  beaftSj  by 
requefting  fowlers,  after  they  had  taken  birds  to  let  them 
flieagaine.  And  when  he  came  amongft  fiOier-menhe 
bou^^ht  their  draughts,  and  after  caufed  <tll  the  fifli  to  be 
caftagaine  into  the  fea.  Morcouer, he  forbad  all  his  difei- 

pies  to  kill  a tame  beaft  at  any  time.  After  his  example  let 
vs  abftaine  from  all  things  that  may  procure  vice^and  ne- 
uer  fuffer  fuch  fpeechesas  thefe  to  pafTe  from  vs  : rr^at 
vood  will  this  do  if  that  be  wanting  ? Now  I will  de ale  m thisma- 
ner,  another  time  I will  do  better.  Oh  how  flipperiearefuch 

waiesjiow  eafily  doth  vice  glide  away  like  a hreame  vnder 
fuch  pretences?  For  as  a wedge  maketh  but  a final  cleft  in 
the  beginning, yet  afterward  the  rift  being  greater  funde- 
reth  alinpeecesifo  the  fufferance  ofvnlau  ful  things  how 
fmall  foeuer  it  be , leadeth  men  by  little  & little  to  an  yn- 
meafurable  iicentiournes.Moreouer,who  can  affiire  him- 
felfe  of  to  morrow, yea  of  a quarter  of  an  howerPThe  ora- 
cle of  ^D5//^^anfweredthofeofCyrrha,  that  ifthey  would 
liue  in  peace  among  themfelues,  they  fliould  make  conti- 
nual! war  with  their  neighbors  if  rangers.  So,that  we  may 
paiiC  the  courfe  of  our  Qiortdaies  in  peace,  reif  and  tran- 
quillitie  of  fpirit,  and  that  we  fall  not  into  the  cruell  paw 
of  this  aduerfarie  to  all  goodnes,  we  mulf  daily  fight  a- 
gainfthim,  andneuer  giue  eare  to  his  heralds  and  am- 
baffadors  of  peace,  which  are  pleafares,  negleaofdutie, 
and  fuch  other  bairs,vvhich  he  prefenteth  to  vs, to  deceiue 
and  beguile  vs  v/ithal.It  is  molf  certaine,that  vice  putteth 
on  a vifard,  and  goethdifguifed  and  couered  with  good- 
ly fliew’es  that  belong  onelyto  vertue,  and  chalengeth 
falfely  vnto  it  felfe  thofe  goods,  which  indeed  and  truth 
man  ought  to  defire.  And  being  thus  clothed,  with  the 
helpe  of  corruptible  pleafures  that  lightly  paffeaway,  it 
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yoketh  bafe  minded  men^whofe  care  is  onely  fet  vpon  the 
defire  of  earthly  things,  which  it  fettcth  before  their  ties 
as  their  feiicirie,  impudently  imputing  to  vertue  all  thofe 
euils  that  are  in  it  feife.Biit  they  that  haue  fufficientiy  pro- 
fited in  philofophy  through  the  knowledge  of  that  which 
is  good, and  offuch  things  as  are  truly  faire  and  beautiful, 
neuer  harken  to  fuchhurtfull  allurements,  but  rather  do  The  prudence 
astheferpentdoth,  that  ftoppethhireares with  hirraile,  ofthcfcipent. 
to  the  end  (lie  may  not  heare  the  charmes  and  forceries  of 
the  inchanter.  But  if  through  the  negled  of  all  good  ad- 
monition, we  giue  place  amongft  vs  neuer  fo  little  to  the 
baits  of  vice,  they  may  eafily  in  the  end  (asthornes  and 
thiftles  growing  neere  to  good  feed, do  oftentimes  choke 
it)  darken  all  that  good  inflindof  nature  thatfliallbein 
vs.  Diogef7es  the  Cynike,  walking  one  day  through  that  why  Diogenes 
ftreet  in  Athens,  wherein  there  were  many  images  of  fuch  asked  his  aimcs 
ancient  men,as  had  beft  deferued  of  the  Cornmon-welth,  ° 
asked  his  almes  of  them  all  one  after  another.  Whereat 
fomemaruellingand  demanding  of  him  the  caufewhy  : 

I learne  (quoth  he  to  them)to  take  deniall  patiently:euen 
fo  when  we  can  fofar  command  our  felues,  as  to  fhun  all 
vaine  & vnprofitable  bufincs,  wherin  this  age  delighteth, 
and  which  feme  but  for  allurements  and  baits  to  nicenes 
and  pleafiires,  let  vs  not  be  afhamed  not  to  follow  them, 
but  rather  let  vs  fay,  that  we  learne  to  contemne  that 
which  is  contemptible, and  to  make  choice(according  to 
that  ancient  precept  of  ^/^^^^r^Jofthe  beft  kind  of  life 
that  is,  to  the  end,  that  cuftome  may  by  little  and  little 
make  it  eafie  and  pleafant  vnto  vs.  To  conclude  therefore 
our  prefent  matter, we  fay  that  vice, being  infeparably  ac- 
companied wdth  a thoufand  miferies,  and  with  vnfpeake- 
able  and  exceeding  mifehiefs,  which  draw  man  into  vtter 
mine  and  eternall  perdition, may  be  truly  called  the  one- 
ly euill  of  the  foule,  as  that  which  of  it  felfe  is  able  and  fuf-  ' 
ftcient  to  make  him  vnhappy,who  receiueth  it  for  a gheft. 

And  as  fuch  a hurtfull  thing,  we  ought  to  hate  and  to  flie 
from  it,by  the  meanes  of  vertue  that  is  contrarie  vnto  it, 
labouring  by  all  meanes  to  haue  our  foules  pure  and 

F iiij  clcane 
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cleane  from  all  wicked  deeds,  wils,  and  counfels,  and  our 
maners  vndefiled,  not  being  troubled  or  infeded  with 
any  cuill  perturbatioh,whcrewith  vice  alwaies  aboundetli 
and  is  rich. 


Of Sde:7ces\  ofthefit^die  of  Letters  ^and  of  > 

Hifiortes.  Chap.  7. 

Aram.  tT  is  a vfuall  fpeech  in  the  mouths  of  men  alto- 
I gether ignorant  ofthebeautie  andprofite  of 
The  fpecches  of  -"-Sciences,  That  the  findie  of  Letters  is  a hottomeles 

iluchin-The  fi  vneajie  a ionmej,  that  they  vphtch  thinke^  to 

Seoffekn*  fim/h  it,  oftentimes  ftay  in  the  midway,  and  many  being 
come  to  the  end  thereof  findc  their  mindes  fo  confufed^ 
with  their  profound  and  curious  skill , that  in  head  of 
tranquillitie  of  foule,  which  they  thought  to  finde,  they 
haue  encreafed  the  trouble  of  their  fpirit.  Vnder  this 
goodly  pretence,thc  moft  part  ray,that  it  is  better  not  to 
know  much,  yea  nothing  at  all : attributing  thecaufeof  ^ 
mansimpcrfedion,vnto  fcience.  Being  thus  perfwaded,.  | 
if  they  haue  alreadie  any  beginning  andentringin  lear-  | 
ningjthey  draw  backe , and  fecke  to  hinder  and  to  turne  j 
whymanyfa*  Others  afidc  from  following  them.  For  this  caufe'manie  ; 

fathers  fet  not  their  children  to  learning , or  elfe  bicaufe 
wfchooiJ”'  they  finde  this  way  of  preferment  too  long  and  coftly,  & ! 
haue  other  more  fliort  and  profitable  meanes  now'  a daies 
whereby  to  inrich  them.^  But  both  the  one  and  the  other  • | 

are  greatly  to  be  condemned,  bicaufe  we  are  to  fpare  no  || 

labor  and  trauel,that  w^e  may  get  the  treafurp  of  the  foul,  k 
• indued  with  reafon, which  are  rciences,w'herin  al  humane  ;| 
felicitie  confifteth,  and  which  neuer  breed  vexation  of  {\ 
fpirite.  But  all  wits  are  not  fit  and  apt  to  comprehende  li 
and  conceiue  them.  Neitherdoth  the  corruption  of  our  v 
nature  better  appeare,than  in  this, that  we  lone  rather  to  ' 
inrich  ourfeluesand  our  children  wdth  wicked  and  peri-  ^ 
(hing  goods,  than  writh  true  certain  and  immortal  goods,  i 
the  liappie  knowledge  wherof  fciences  and  arts  do  bring 

vnto 
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vnto  vs.Now  hailing  through  the  grace  of  God  receiiied 
this  benefit  by  your  liberalitie  ( moft  honorable  fathers) 
as  to  haue  beene  inftruded  in  the  befi:  and  moft  necefla- 
rie  points  of  knowledge,  we  thought  it  would  not  be  te- 
dious vntoyou  to  heare  vs  difcourfe,  that  we  might  ftirre 
vp  the  memorie  of  our  ftudies , and  that  the  beaiitie  and 
commoditie  of fciences  might  worke  in  ouraftecftions  a 
lyking  and  defire  to  continue  and  to  finilh  them . 

A c H I T o B.  Man(faith  Ariflctle)  was  created  to  vn- 
derftand  and  to  do.For  it  is  neceftarie  that  inftru(ftion  go  [taiXnd  to  do 
before  working.  Knowledge  begetteth  iudgement,  and 
byiudgement  men  execute  all  good  and  vertuous  adi- ' 
ons.  Whereupon  it  followeth , that  the  ftudie  ofletters 
is  rich,  and  vndoubtedly  giueth  vs  the  knowledge  of 
things.  Moreouer  nothing  may  be  compared  to  fciences, 
which  comfort  vs  in  our  life  time  and  caufe  vs  to  line  af- 
ter death. 

A lE  R.  O fcience  (faith  ^kto)  how  would  men  ioue 
thee  if  thou  wert  knowne  ? Fire  and  aire  are  itot  more  ne- 
cellarie  for  life , than  is  the  art  and  rule  of  good  lining, 
which  is  Ihewed  vnto  vs  by  learning.  And  as  health  is  the 
conferuation  of  the  bodie,  fo  is  dodrine  the  fafegarde  of 
the  foule.  But  we  are  to  vnderftand  more  amply  of  thee 
(A  M A N A ) what  is  the  greatnes  and  beautie  of  fciences. 

A M A N A.  Whatfoeuer  is  profitable,  not  onely  for  a 
houfeand  familie/or  acitie  and  nation,  but  generally  for 
all  mankinde,may  well  be  accounted  deere,  precious  and 
wopnderful,&  as  fo  excellent  a'thing  ought  to  be  bought 
with  all  that  a man  hath : efpecially  if  it  be  the  true  Tub- 
ftance  of  all  happines  and  felicitie,  and  the  efficient  caufe 
of  prudence,  which  is  an  excellent  guide  for  mens  adions 
to  make  them  woorthy  of  an  immortality  .What  can  one 
defire  more  than  profite , pleafure  and  honor,  which  are 
thofe  things  wherewith  all  men  are  commonly  led  ? The 
treafure  of  Arabia  and  India  may  well  bring  fome  plea- 
fure to  man, but  yet  alwaies  vnperfed : feeing  all  riches  is 
of  it  felfe  blind,  & bringeth  no  light  to  the  foule , but  re- 
ceiueth  hir  brightnes  from  the  foule  when  it  is  framed 

according  ' 
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according  to  vertue.Great  and  proudarmies  may  by  no-  : 
table  viaories  procure  to  themfelues  renowm  and  glory, 
but  blamewoorthy : atitle  ofhonor,  butforced  and  vn-  ^ 
iuft,if  their  enterprifes  are  not  grounded  vpon  equitie  & 
iuftice.  The  marchant  failing  on  large  and  terrible  feas, 
may  reape  profite  by  his  trafficke , but  bought  with  the 
perill  of  his  life , and  hazard  of  his  certaine  patrimonie. 

Neither  can  this  be  done.except  he  haue  firft  laide  a good 
ground  of  his  voiage  vpon  a fure  difcourfeofreafon,and  J 
vpon  the  direaionofa  good  and  wife  pilot.  Now  of  all  ] 
thefe  things,  thus  poore  of  themfelues,  and  begging  all  J 
their  ornaments  elle  where,what certain  ioy,  true  honor,  ^ 
or  great  profite  may  a man  chalenge  to  himfelfe  an’d  not 

rather  looke  for  a fodaine  change  of  them  into  a woorfe 
cftate  than  they  were  in  before, through  the  inconftancic  1 
and  vncertaintie  of  roans  nature  ? Where  then  (hall  we 
feeke  for  thefe  great  and  rare  properties , fofinde  that 

w hich  of  it  felfe  will  be  vnto  vs  profitable , pleafant,  and 

honorable  altogither.and  that  not  for  an  inftant , but  for 
The  benefit?  euer  ? Truely  in  fcience  or  knowledge , which  firft  is  able 
wucre!*’''  to  mollifie  mans  nature , being  before  fauage  and  wilde, 
and  to  make  it  capable  ofreafon  : fecondly,  frarneth  and 
fetleth  his  iiidgement,  that  he  may  paflethe  coiirfe  of 
his  daies  in  al  tranquillitieofminde  to  the  profite  of  ma- 
ny : laftly,caufethhim  to  die  in  honor, with  certaine  alfu- 
■ ranee  of  eternall  life  and  happines.  Itis  knowledge  that 
maketh  man  prudent,  (fordodrine  bringeth  foorth  pru- 
dence)and  worketh  vnfpeakable pleafure  in  his foule.For  . 
fli^feXhe  the  fearching  out  c)f  the  truth  is  the  proper  worke  and 
fpirjeof  man.  perfedion  of  the  fpirite , neither  doth  any  delight  come 
neere  to  that  which  amantaketh  in  learning.lt  is  fcience 
which  guideth  mens  iudgements,  whereby  their  chiefeft 
deliberations  and  counfailes  arc  executed,  afwell  in  feats 
of  war,  as  in  the  eftablifliment  and  preferuation  of  lawes, 
kingdoms, monarchies,  commonwealths, cities  and  peo- 
ple? ; likewife  in  the  regiment  and  goiieniment  ol:  all 
wwldlie affaires,  cither  gencrallor  particular,  which  are 
well  or  ill  guided , according  as  he  that  manageth  or  go- 

uerneth 
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uernedi  them  is  inftriided.  To  thispurpofc  Seneca  faide, 
thatthey^who  being  deftitute  of  knowledge,  didlcarne  itisiongere 
onely  by  experience  to  gouern  publike  affaires,  although  knowicdqTbc- 
they  were  borne  w ith  a diuineand  happy  fpirit,  yet  both  come  goodnu 
late, and  to  the  detriment  of  their  common-wxalth,  they 
would  in  the  end  become  good  gouernorsofthe  people. 

As  contrariwife,  they  that  Ihould  come  thereunto  being 
garded  with  the  precepts  of  knowledge,  ( fo  they  caried 
a good  minde)  wouldequickely  and  without  painc  be- 
come w^oorthy  of  their  charge.  O wdfedomc  ( faith  Cice-  ikepraifcof 
ro)  the  guide  of  our  life , the  onely  caiife  of  vertuc , and  'vifedome. 
enimie  tovice,what  (hould,  not  we  only , but  euen  all  the 
life  of  men  be  without  thee  } Thou  hallbuilded  towmes  : 
thou  hafe  gathered  together  difperfed  and  w’andering 
men  that  they  might  liue  in  a focietie  of  life,  and  in  com- 
mon fricndfiip.  Thou  compeileft  them  to  come  togi- 
ther,  firfe  by  keeping  all  in  a houfe  and  by  mariage  : 
then  by  the  common  vfe  of  w^ords  and  fpeech . Thou  haft 
beene  the  inuentreffe  of  lawes,and  the  miftres  of  maners 
anddifcipline.  Wehaucnorecourfebutto  thee  in  ouraf- 
flidions  : we  craue  aide  and  fuccour  of  thee. ; we  put  our 
felueswholy  into  thine  armes.  Triiely  one  day  w^elland 
iiiftly  fpent  according  to  thy  holie  precepts,  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred before  an  immortalitie  of  time  con  fumed  in  wic- 
kednes  and  vice.  With  what  riches  dial  Iwx  furniOi  our' 
fellies  rather  than  wdth  thine , which  haft  liberally  giuen  * 
vs  the  meancs  to  obtaine  tranquillity  in  this  life, and  haft 
taken  from  vs  all  feare  and  terror  of  death  ? Briefely,  we 
may  be  affured , that  fcience  is  the  onely  diuine  and  im- 
mortall  qualitiein  vs, and  that  infallible  rule,w^hich  brin- 
geth  both  peace  and  warre  to  their  perfed  proportion  : 
without  which  wdiofoeuer  goeth  about  to  frame  any  glo- 
rious or  happy  building , doth  afmuch  as  if  he  flioiiid  vn- 
dertake  to  faile  in  the  midft  of  the  fea  without  a rudder, 
or  walke  through  vnknowne  places  without  a giiid.  Now' 
the  ancients  knowing  the  greatnes  &difficultie  of  know- 
ledge,and  that  it  cannot  be  obtained  (as  it  falleth  but  in 
all  gireat  matters)  without  great  paine  and  trauell^  that 
• their 
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their  labor  might  become  profitable  vnto  vs,  they  I faic, 
who  had  fpent  their  life  euen  withfweating,  inieeking 
out  the  fecrets  of  nature,  and  were  defirous  to  eafe  mans 
ftudie,  who  otherwife  is  inclined  from  his  youth  to  plea- 
ftire  & reft,  hauediuidedfcience  for  vs  into  diuers  parts. 
Which  they  did  to  this  ende,  that  ftep  by  ftep,  according 
rothenicenesof  ourfpirits  (euen  as  our  bodies  are  firit 
nourilhed  with  milke  and  then  with  ftronger  meats  ) ux 
might  finde  therein  apt  and  conceiueable  foode , and  in 

the  ende  be  made  partakers  of  the  fecrets  of  perfed  wife- 
dome, euery  one  according  to  his  capacitie  and  needj^x- 
peding  the  full  vnderftanding  thereof  in  the  immortality 
of  that  fecond  and  moft  happie  life.  Firft  then  al  arts  and 
fciences  handled  by  reafon,were  diuided  into  three  prin- 
cipal! kinds  : into  Philofophie,  Rhetorickeand  Mathe- 
matick e.  Afterwards , cchofthefe  fciences  was  diuided 
into  three  other  parts  and  kinds,Philofophie  into  Moral, 
Logicall  andPhyficall  or  Naturall.  Rhetoricke,into  De- 
monftratiue,Deliberatiue  & ludiciall.  Mathematick,into 
Arithmetick, Mufick  and  Geometry  .Since  that,for  grea- 
ter facilitie,and  that  it  might  be  more  eafie  to  leai  ne,  all 
humane  philofophie  hath  bcene  reduced  into  art , as  we 
haue  it  at  this  day,  from  whence  the  name  of  liberall  arts 
came,  bicaufe  they  are  woorthy  & befeeming  a free  man. 
Their  names  are  thefe  : Grammer,  which  is  the  entpnee 
and  beginning  of  all  knowledge  : Rhetoricke , which  is 
the  art  of  fine  fpeaking,and  of  perfwading:  Dialedick  or 
Logick,which  is  to  learne  the  truth  of  all  things  by  depu- 
tation : Phyfick,  which  is  the  ftudie  of  naturall  things  : 
Metaphyfick,which  is  offupernaturall  things  :Mathema- 
tike,  which  hath  many  members,  whereof  Arithmetick 
is  the  firft , which  is  the  fcience  of  numbers , and  the 
foundation  of  all  the  other  parts  of  Mathematicke,with- 
out  which  fcience  of  Arithmetick  , denied  that  a- 
ny  man  could  be  either  a philofopher  or  captaine  gene- 
rall.  Nexttothat  is  Geometry , that  is  to  faye , the  art 
ofme'afuting  the  ground  , very  necefl'arie  likewife  for  a 
captaine, ani  for  many  other  martiall  aftaires.Then  folio- 
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weth  Cofrnographie  and  Geography , to  know  the  fitua-  Cofmogra- 
tion  of  the  whole  world.eucn  from  tiie  tower  of  the  high-  phy. 
cfl  heaiien  , called  thefirft  moouer,,vnto  the  center  of  the  Geography, 
earth.and  likemfe  of  the  diuers  regions  therof  with  their 
particular  temperatures.  After  that  is  Aftronomie , the  ^ftrononn*. 
fcience  that  teacheth  vs  to  know  the  courfe  of  the  ftarres. 
and  planetSjWhich  thing  praftifeonely  might  teach  vs,  I 
ineane  fo  much  as  is  neceflarie  for  vs , as  our  firft  fathers 
were  a long  time  content  therewith  , vntill  the  curiofitie 
of  men  inuented  thefe  names  o^Saturne,  Mars^^  others,, 
attributing  natures  vnto  them  according  to  their  imagi- 
nations,and  alfo  power  ouer  our  bodies lyeathofe  things 
that  (lull  periih  and  are  without  life , are  faid  to  haue  po- 
wer ouer  our  immortaUfoules.  And  from  thence  procee- 
ded iudiciallAftronomy,  wherewith  fo  many  goodwdts 
are  deceiued,  and  of  which  fb  many  abufes  haue  their  be- 
ginning. Next,  Mufick  is  fetdowme  alfo  for  a member  of 
the  Mathematicks,as  being  a fcience  drawne  from  num- 
bers , bicaufe  that  by  them  harmonicaU  proportion  was 
found.  Lahly  followeth  Poetry,  which  is  attributed  to 
Miifick.  In  this  fliort  difeourfe  the  woonderfull  greatnes 
offcience  appeereth  fufficiently,  as  alfo  how  hard,yea  vn- 
polTible  it  is, to  attaine  to  the  perfedion  thereof  through 
the  found  knowlcge  of  all  the  parts  thereof.  V/herefore 
we  are  firft  to  feeke  after  thofe  that  are  moft  neceftarie,  arc  firft  to  be 
and  then  to  defire  a meane  vnderftanding  of  them  all  ac- 
cording  to  the  gifts  and  graces  of  God  beftowed'on  our 
foules.  But  aboue  all  things  we  muft  fliunne  that  idlenes 
and  rechlefnes  which  is  in  many , who  by  reafon  of  the 
difficultie, which  they  heare  fay  is  in  fciences,  and  diftruf- 
ting  thcmfelues  for  euercomming  neere  the  skill  of  fo 
many  good  wits, as  haue  gone  before  them , remaine  as 
buried  in  ignorance, and  vnprofitable  amongft  men.  The 
greatnes  of  Alexander  ftaied  not  his  fucceffours  from  try- 
ing the  iftue  and  euentof  all  forts  of  noble  enterpifes. 

And  the  woonderfull  knowledge  of  l^Uto  could  not  keep 
AriHotle  from  handling  philofophie  as  he  thought  good. 

He  that  diftrufteth  his- wit  and  the  inuention  thereof, 

(heweth 
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{heweth  himfelfe  too  vngratcfull.  For  it  feemeth  he  will  ^1 
condemne  nature  the  mother  of  all  things , as  though 
Ihe  bad  put  all  hir  gifts  and  gracesin  fome  men,  and  euer  ^ 
after  purpofed  to  be  idle  and  barren , hauing  no  more 
flreugth  to  briflg?oorth  any  thing  woorthy  commenda- 
tion. VVe  muft  not  therefore  in  this  fort  be  difeouraged  1 
in  the.iearching  outof  euerie  good  difcipline , knowing 
that  thofe  things  alfo, which  draw  neere  to  perfedion  are 
great.  But  yet  for  the  chiefe  part  of  all  our  ftudies , let  ys 
take  Moral!  philofophie,  whereof  we  hauealreadie  dif- 
courfedjthat  we  may  frame  our  maners  according  to  ver- 
tue,aad  lead  and  dired  our  felues  to  that  ende,  which  we 
defirCjCuen  to  liue  well  and  happily. So  let  vs  pradife  that 
diuine  faying  of  Tkto  fpeaking  by  the  mouth  o^Socrases, 
move  vcTtus  and  pie  tie  is  re^juived  in  a philofopher  than 
knowledge : and  that  all  fcience,  which  is  to  be  required  in  | 
him,  is,  that  aboLieall  thinges  he  worftiip  andreuerence  | 
God  the  onely  true  mafter  of  wifedome , and  authour  of  | 
whatfoeuer  may  be  knowne ; and  that  he  endeuour  to  | 
paratehisfbulefromhisbodie,  as  muchasmaybe,  by| 
contemning pleafures, ambition,  vaineglory  and  riches, 

that  fo  he  may  lay  hold  of  the  treafures  of  immortall  hfe. 
This  we  may  learne  by  reading  books  & writings,  which 
are  theinftruments  of  wifedome,  and  are  left  vnto  vs  by 

learned  men  for  a rule  and  for  inftrudion.  By  the  ftudie 

hereof  we  (hall  attainc  to  that  knowledge  of  the  true  and 
perfed  good  of  man,  which  confifteth  in  vertue  and  ven- 
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tie,  the  onely  nouriaiment,  reft  and  tranquilhtie  of  the, 
minde.  But  will  we  know  further  what  profite  we  may' 
receiue  by  the  dodrine  of  ancient  men?  Let  vs  onely  i cad 
that  which  ^y^nachar/ts  wrote  to  Crajks  king  of  Lidia."' 
Know(quoth  he  to  him)  that  in  the  ftudies  of  Gra^cia  u e 

learne,not  to  command,  but  firft  to  obey  : nottofpeake, 

but  to  kcepe  (ilence  : not  to  re(ift,  but  to  humble  our 
fellies  : notto  getmuch,buttocontentour  felues  with  a 

little  : not  to  reuenge  our  harmes, but  to  pardon  iiiiurics: 
not  to  take  from  others,  but  to  giue  our  owne  : not  to 
rake  care  to  be  honored , but  to  labour  to  be  vertuous. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,vt^e  learne  to  defpife  that  w^hich  others  lone,  and  to 
loue  that  which  others  defpife,  that  is  poiiertie.  Behold 
the  faire  fruits  of  fcience , and  of  the  ftudie  of  thefc  anci- 
ent Sages,  to  which  no  treafures  of  worldly  riches  are  in 
any  fort  comparable, and  which  we  ought  to  defire  aboue  Thcrraifcand 
all  things.  Moreou^r, by  this  ftudie  of  letters,  vve  fliallbe  prodVeefUfto- 
taught  to  fearch  out  diligently  the  vnderftanding  of  hi- 
ftories,  which  are  the  treafury  of  things  paft,thc  patternc 
of  thofe  that  are  to  com, the  pidureof  mans  life,the  tuch- 
ftoneofourdooings,  theworkmafterofour  honor,  and 
as  Cicero  callcth  them , the  witnes  of  times , the  light  of  ^ 
truth,thelife  of  memorie,  the  miftres  of  life  and  the  mef- 
fenger  ofantiquitie.  Hiftories  caufe  vs  tobeholde  that 
without  danger , which  fo  many  millions  of  men  haiie  tri- 
ed with  the  lofie  of  their  Hues,  honor  and  goods , that  we 
may  be  made  wife  by  their  perill,  and  ftirred  vp  to  follow 
the  vertue  of  others,which  hath  brought  them  to  the  top 
ofallfelicitie  andglorie.  Now  if  we  thinke  to  learne  by 
our  owne  experience  thefe  excellent  inftrudions  which 
we  may  draw  out  of  hiftories , in  ftead  of  fo  rare  rrea- 
fures  welhall  know  but  fewthings,and  thofe  with  lofie  & 
perill  amongft  a thoufand  aduerfities,from  which  the  vn- 
derftanding of  that  which  is  paft/aueth  &:  deHu^rctli  vs. 

Prudence  gotten  by  experience  is  too  perilous,  and  fo 

long  a comming,  that  very  often  a,  man  dieth  before  he 

haueobtainedit,  fo  that  hehad  need  of  a fecond  life  to 

imploy  about  it.  But  we  muft  haften  it  forward  by  the 

fearchingoutof  things,  which  haue  come  to  pafie  both 

before  and  fince  our  time,  in  the  ftudie  both  of  philofo- 

phie, which  is  rich  and  plentifuli  in  worthy  examples, and 

alfo  of  hiftories, which  are  a lingular  gift  of  God, whereby 

he  would  haue  his  woonderfull  works  continued  in  the  How  a man  may 

memorieof  men.  For  this  caufe  being  demanded 

how  a man  might  become  happie,  anfwered,  if  he  drew 

neere  vnto  and  haunted  the  dead : meaning  thereby, if  he 

read  iuftorics,and  endeuored  to  learne  their  goodiiiftru- 

dions  that  haue  gone  before  vs.  ?tcdemte2X\o  dih>]dn^  one 

of  the  wife  interpreters,  wherein  a king  ought  to  exercife 

him- 


8o 


Wherein  kings 
ought  mo<l  CO 
cxercifc  them- 
fclucs. 


The  fayin®  of 
Philip  at  the 
birth  of  Alex* 
Jindcr. 


Alexanders  let- 
trer  to  ArilWtle. 


Of  Sciences,  and  of  the  ftudie 

kiinfeire.In  the  knowledge  ( quoth  he  ) of  things  vvhicK 
haue  been  done,  and  in  reading  books  of  things  which 
daily  offer  thcmfelues,or  which  are  fit  for  prefent  affaires, 
and  laftly  in  fearching  out  whatfoeuer  is  written  for  the 
pr^feruation  of  kingdoms  and  corredion  of  maners.And 
truly  they  that  are  exercifed  in  the  vnderftanding  of  hi- 
ftories,  although  they  be  but  yoong,  yet  in  knowledge  of 
worldlymatters  they  become  like  to  the  aged  and  gray- 
iieaded : as  contrariwife  they  that  are  ignorant  of  things 
done  and  paft  before  their  being,  remaine  alwaies  chil- 
dren, and  euen  within  their  owne  countrie  where  they 
were  borne, they  are  in  the  fame  eftate  in  refped  of  know- 
ledge that  forreners  are.If  we  yet  defirc  more  teftimonies 
from  amongfl:  the  ancients,  of  the  honor,loue,zeale,  and 
ardent  affedion,  which  they  bare  towards  the  ftudie  of  .^ 
goodlettets,  andhowthe  chtefe  glorieof  all  their  heroi- 1 
call  and  noble  ads  doth  of  dutie  belong  to  fcience,  we  J 
read  of ?/?/7/ip  king  of  Macedonia,  that  when  (^Alexander 
was  borne  to  him,  he  gaue  thanks  to  God,  not  fo  much  i 
bicaufe  he  had  this  fonne,  as  bicaufe  he  was  borne  in  the  t 
time  of  fo  wife  a philofopher  as  was,  whom  he  ^ 

made  his  fchoolmaifter.  Of  him  learned  ma«  ^ 

ny  goodly  Sciences,  as  well  in  philofophie  as  in  phyficke, ' 
and  namely ,thore  Acroa^aticall  fciences,  that  is/pecula-  ’ 
tiue,  and  fuch  as  could  not  be  learned  but  by  hearing  a| 
teacher  * Of  which  Saems  this  great  Monark  was  iealous,| 
and  taken  with  fo  greedie  a defire,  that  hearing  how 
Jlot/e  had  publiflied  certaine  bookes,  he  wrote  a letter  vn- 
to  him  in  this  maner  : ^lexa^der  kndQth  greeting  to  A- 
rifiotle.Thou  haft  not  done  wel  to  publiGnhefe  bookes  of 
fpecuiatiue  fciences : forafmuch  as  we  fliall  haue  nothing 
^oue  others,  if  that  which  thou  haft  taught  vs  priuatcly  ^ 
come  to  be  publiflied  and  communicated  to  all.  For  I’" 
would  thou  fliouldeft  know,  that  Iloue  rather  to  excell  ; 
others  in  the  vnderftanding  of  high  and  notable  things, 
than  in  power.  How  greatly  this  excellent  prince  alwaies 
loued  knowledge, appeereth  fufticiently  by  the  exceeding 
iiberalitic  and  gifts,wherewith  he  honoured  the  maifters 
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and  teachers  thereof  (as  wc  may  fomewhat  touch  it  heer- 
after)as  alfo  in  that  healwaies  caried  Homers  Iliads  about  Hisioucto 
him,  which  vfually  he  laid  vnder  his  pillow,  naming  it  the 
nouriilimentandpreferuerof  warlike  vertue.  C^y^rin  the 
midft  of  his  campe  had  his  commentaries  in  his  bofome, 
and  that  time  which  he  fpared  from  fighting, he  beftowed 
in  reading  and  writing,  holding  a launce  in  the  left  hand, 
and  a pen  in  the  right.  We  fee  in  thefe  two  mightie  and 
facred  princes , and  in  infinite  other  great  perfonages 
bothGreekes  and  Romanes,  the  woonderfull  effedlsof 
knowledge,  which  conduced  them  to  the  top  of  all  ho- 
nor,felicitie,and  profperitiel  Xenophon , th^  diCcipl^  ot  So^  Kem^hon, 
crates  ferueth  for  another  witnes,  who  being  guided  by 
an  vnfpeakable  prudence  and  prouidence  gotten  in  the 
ftudie  of  philofophie,  brought  an  armie  of  a thoufand 
footmen  out  of  Perfia  in  to  G recce,goin  g ouer  the  foords 
of  iiftie  riuers,  and  through  the  midft  of  a hundred  thoii- 
fand  enimies  purfuing  him , and  yet  his  aray  was  neuer 
broken, albeit  he  fought  with  them  fundry  tirnes.Befides, 
if  we  are  defirous  of  teftimonies  of  the  incredible  delight, 
which  the  ftudie  of  any  fcience  workethin  mens  foules 
touched  with  the  zeale  of  knowledge,  we  read  of  Nicias  TsiicUs, 
the  pain ter,how  he  tooke  fuch  great  delight  in  his  works, 
that  oftentimes  he  inquired  of  his  feruants  whether  he 
had  dined  or  no.  Archimedes  drawing  his  geometricall  fi-  jnhimdes, 
gures  vpon  a tabic,  was  as  it  were  by  force  drawne  away 
of  his  feruants,  that  he  might  annoint  himfelfe  with  oile 
(according  to  their  cuftome)  before  he  did  eate  : and  du- 
ring the  time  of  his  annointing,  he  would  trace  new  fi- 
gures vpon  his  hodiQ,  Socrates  was  feene  ftanding  a whole 
fummers  day  for  the  fpaceof  24.  houres  continually  in 
contemplation  and  difcourling  in  his  mind  : which  was  outof^w” 
when  he  drew  this  conclufion  out  of  his  thoughts,  that 
There  tpm  hpu  one  only  (j  od^and  that  the  fonle  was  immortalL  The  ’ 

Emperor  Charles  the  fourth  going  on  a day  to  a College  clmles  4. 
inPraga,  toheare  the  deputations  of  vertue  that  were 
there,  remained  aboue  fower  howers  on  foote  in  hearing 
them. And  when  his  courticrs,to  whom  he  was  wearifom, 
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told  him  that  it  was  time  to  fup,  he  anfwered,  that  Imat  ■ 

Robtrtkingof  ttomoTC  time  for  him,and  that  he had  fuff  ed.  kingoi  le- 

rufalem  and  Sicilia,  a very  learned  prince,  was  foafteaio, 

nated  to  letters,  that  he  oftentimes  faid,  that  if  he  were  to 
lofe  either  his  kingdoms  or  his  learning, he  would  choofe  i 
rather  to  be  depriued  of  them  than  of  knowledge.  What 
greater  teftimonic  of  lone  toward  Scieuce  czxt  one  defire 
TiohuhThi-  than  that  of ‘Pro/miif  Thikdelfhus,  that  vertuous  fang  of  | 
udeifhHf.  Egypt,  who  with  incredible  charges  gathered  togither  in- 

to hislibrarie  fine  hundred  thoufand  bookes,  andpur- 
pofely  caufed  feuentie  and  two  of  the  rnoft  learned  and 
religious  men  of  ludea  to  come  and  tranflate  the  nolle 
Bible  out  of  Hebrew  into  Greeke  ? And  furely  we  mould 
be  too  vngratefull  towards  our  princes,if  amongft  fo  ma- 
ny famous  men  we  ihouid  leaue  no  place  for  that  great 
CharUmeune.  Emperor  and  king  Charlemawe,  who  was  skilfull  in  the  « 
Greeke  and  Latine  toongs,  and  who  in  tauor  ot  thole  ■ 
toongs,andof  thelouersof  knowledge, ereded  the  Vni-1 
uerfitie  at  Paris,  andthat  at  Pauia,  according  to  the  pat- 1 
terneof  thofe  places  of  learning  which  were  at  Athens.i 
^r^ncU  u Fra^cu  the  firft,  a prince  of  moft  famous  memone,  fo  lo-  Ifl 
ued  and  fauored  letters, and  the  profeifors  of  them , tha||  - 
he  deferued  the  name  of  the  reftorer  of  fciences  and  good| 
arts,fparing  neither  care  nor  meanes  to  affemble  togither|. 
bookes  and  volumes  of  fundry  forts,  and  of  all  lpiguages| 
for  the  beautifying  of  his  fo  renowmed  a librarie,  whichn 
was  a worthy  monument  of  fuch  a magnificall  monarke ; | 
whofe  praife-worthy  qualities  we  fee  reuiued  in  our  king,| 
treading  in  the  felfefame  fteps.  Now  to  conclude  our  pre-| 
Tent  difeourfe,  we  learne  heereby  to  defpife  all  earthly g 
goods  for  the  obtaining  of  knowledge, which  of  it  felte  istt? 
truly  profitable, ddeaable,and  honorable  al togither  and 
whereby  we  are  taught  how  to  Hue  and  die  well  and  hap- 
pily, And  bicaufe  that  arts  and  fciences  confiftofmany  ^ 

parts  let  vs  apply  our  minds  to  the  ftudie  and  contempla-  j 

tion  of  thofe  which  togither  with  delight  do  alfo  draw  vs 
to  that  which  is  our  proper  and  peculiar  good, namely, to 
the  knowledge  of  truth  and  vertue,  which  worke  in  vsjU 
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w'aies  an  afFeaion  and  zeale  to  follow  them,  and  caufe  all 
arts  and  fciences  teaching  other  things  to  beefteemed 
bafc,mechanicall,  and  vnbefeeming  good  wits.  This  did 
Antijlhenes  giue  one  to  vnderftand,who  greatly  commen- 
d^dlfmemtis  for  an  excellent  plaier  on  the  flute  : it  is  true  fliSc-piaier. 
(quoth  he  to  him  ) but  otherwife  he  is  good  for  nothing. 

For  elfe  had  he  not  been  fogoodaminflrell.  So,euerie 
one  applying  himfelfe  to  fome  bafe  and  vaine  art^produ- 
ceth  for  wicnes  againfl:  himfelfe  that  labor,which  he  hath 
beftowed  about  vnprofitable  matters,  to  prooue  that  he 
hath  beetle  idle  and  flothfull  in  learning  honeft  and  pro- 
fitable things.  And  for  the  lafl:  fruit  and  vfe  of  our  fpeech 
we  fee  heerc  what  great  occafion  we  haue  all  our  life  time 
to  become  the  di^iples  of  knowledge,  which  is  fo  high 
and  profound,  and  to  diminifli  all  pride  and  prefumption 
ofour  skill,  after  the  example  of  that  wife  man  Socrates, 
who  although  he  were  the  learnedeft  of  his  time,  and  fo  s^cmes 
fudged  to  be  by  the  oracle  at  Delphos,  yet  alwaiesfaid,  chinghisownc 
that  he  knew  nothing.  And  when  he  was  demanded  any 
thing,  he  would  neuer  anfwer  refolutely,  asif  he  would 
haue  been  beleeucd,but  doubtingly  vfed  to  fay,f  thmke fi, 
ovjt  may  be  fo.  Being  therefore  defirous  to  learne  with  all 
modeftie,  letvsendeuor  tofeeke  out  more  and  more  by 
trauell  and  lludie,  the  aflurance  and  knowledge  of  veritic 
and  vertue. 


Of  the  Spirit  aftd  of  memorie.  Chap,%. 

A M A-  "T  'X  Auing  now  difeourfed  of  the  greatnes,beu- 
N A.  tic,  and  profit  of  knowledge,  I thinke,  that 

A if  were  to  wifti  for  two  helps  very  necef- 
farie  for  the  attaining Vn to  it,  thofe  ought  to  be  a fpirit  or 
mind  ready  to  conceiue,  and  memorie,  firme  to  retaine  : 
without  which  two  things  we  lhall  profit  our  felues  little, 
and  much  leffe  a great  many. 

Aram.  Thofe  two  things,  which  thou  propoundeft 
vnto  vs  would  feeme  w'oonderfull  if  they  were  togither. 
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Quickcwhs  For  we  commonly  fee,  that  they  whtf  haue  a readic  and  i 

commonly  want  quickc  wit,for  the  moft  part  want  memorie  :and  they  that 
memonc.  je^j-ne  with  greateft  difficultic  and  paine,  do  beft  retaine  I' 

and  keepethat  which  they  haue  once  learned.  ^ 

A c H I T o B.  This  talke  of  the  fpirit,  whereunto  you  at-  | 
tribute  the  propertie  of  comprehending  ( and  yet  fpeakc  ' 
not  of  the  foule  ) is  vndoubtedly  worthie  of  great  conii- . ,j, 
deration . For  euen  when  we  fpeake  of  a yong  infant,  we 
fay  by  and  by,  that  his  fpirit  or  wit  will  grow  with  his  bo-  | 
die,and  of  a crooked  old-fire,we  fay  that  hisfpirit  waxeth 
old  with  him,  which  in  many  we  fee  oftentimes  becom-  ■ 
methaltogitherdul  and  vnfit  for  the  ordering  &gouern-  j :; 
Pfal  loi  affaires.  Now  that  which  waxeth  old  draweth 

to  an  end,  as  the  fcriptureitfelfeteacheth  vs  concerning  I 
times  and  fcafons,  which  wax  old  like  to  mens  garments,  |! 
and  are  to  take  end.  And  yet  we  know  that  the  foule  is  im-  | 
mortall,and  therefore  waxeth  not  old.  So  that  one  would 
thinke,that  the  foule  and  fpirit  are  two  difiina  things, al-  f 
though  we  fee  euery  where  the  one  taken  for  the  other,  | 
But  let  vs  heare  A s e r difcourfe  of  this  matter,  and  fo  ^ 
we  (liall  learne  what  the  fpirit  is  in  the  foule. 

A s E R.  As  the  works  of  the  diuine  power  are  altogi- 
ther  incomprehenfible  to  the  outward  fence  of  man,  and  ; 
very  hard  to  be  comprehended  by  reafon  guided  & con-  | 
leisvciyhard  dudcd  by  grace  from  aboue,fo  we  are  not  to  think  much  ' 
knoX^&k.  if  the  knowledge  of  a mans  felfe,  which  is  moft  neceffary, 
befo  hardly  found  out  by  him  , feeing  his  compofition 
farre  pafteth  all  the  works  of  nature,  that  are  vifible  and 
uibied  tofight.Now  ifa  man  cannot  know  himfelfe, how  j. 
ihodldhehope  to  comprehend  greater  matters,  which  ^ 
are  fupernaturall  and  hidden  in  the  heauens  ? And  who 
can  rightly  boaft,that  he  hath  the  true  andperfed  vnder-  ; 
ftandingofthe  chiekftpart  and  moft  powerfull  begin-  ; 
ningofhimfelfe,nameIyofhisfpirite  ? Who  ami,  faidc 
Socrates  opini*  ? Am  1 3 fubied  compoundcd  of  foule  and  body? 

Or  rather  a foule, that  vfeth  the  body,  as  a horfeman  doth  r.; 
a horfe  ? Or,is  euery  one  of  vs  that  principal!  part  of  the  ’ 
foule,  whereby  we  vnderftand,  difcourfe  and  do,  and  all  v 
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the  other  parts  of  the  bodie  but  inftruments  of  this  po- 
wer : Or  if  there  be  no  proper  fubftancc  at  all  of  the  foulc 
byitfelfe,  but  that  it  is  onely  a temperature  and  com- 
plexion of  the  bodie  fo  framed  that  it  hath  power  to  vn- 
derftand  and  to  liue^am  I not  afauage  beaft,  more  crafty, 
bold  and  furious  than  euer  was  the  ferpent  Typhon  ? (3r 
elfe,am  I a meeker  and  fimpler  creature,  pertaker  of  a 
better  eftate,and  voide  of  pride?  All  the  excellentelt  phi- 
lofophers  that  euer  were  handled  this  felf  fame  matter  af- 
wel  disSocraceSyVv'hh  incredible  trauel  and  paine,  that  they 
may  attaine  to  this  knowledge  of  the  nobleft  part  in  the, 
which  is  the  fou  le  and  fpirite,taking  indifferently  the  one 
for  the  other.  But  firfl:  of  all  this  wife  Socrates  fpake  excel- 
lently of  the  dignitic  and  immortalitie'of  thefbule,  fay- 
ing , that  in  truth  the  foule  is  man  , and  not  this  mortall  Thcfouicis 
made  and  lumpe  of  the  bodie,which  of  it  felfe  is  no  more  ^ 
than  a fimple  and  bafe  inftrument  is  in  regard  of  the  moft 
cunning  workeman  of  any  art  or  fcience.  And  for  this 
eanfe  giuing  vp  the  ghoft  amongft  his  difciples,and  being 
asked  by  C/i/o  where  he  would  be  buried  ; As  \ox Socrates  socrates anfwcr 
(quoth  he  to  him)take  thou  no  thought  or  care.For  thou 
canfl:  not  day  him,whofe  tombe  hath  beene  from  all  time  * 

readie  for  him.  But  concerning  that  which  he  leaueth 
here  below, it  is  not  woorthy  to  be  cared  for  by  him . The 
greateft  thing  (faid  Periander)  that  may  be  laid  to  be  con-  Tmanden 
tained  in  a little  placets  the  foule  in  a mans  bodk.E??7pe-  Empedocles,. 
‘iaf<?r/^'jfpeakingofthe  generation  of  the  foule  faith,  that 
neither  bloud,  nor  the  vitall  fpirit  congealed  haue  giuen 
vnto  vs  the  fubftance  of  the  foule , and  the  beginning  of 
life.  The  bodie  onely  is  compounded  earthlieand  mor- 
talL  But  the  generation  of  the  foule  isheauenly,  being  ofthegenerad- 
fentherebelowas  a palfenger,  and  ftranger,  or  as  one 
that  is  baniflied  and  fent  out  of  his  countrey  .Whereupoa 
Ihe  continually  ligheth,groneth , and  as  it  were  drieth  a- 
way,  (like  to  a good  plant  tranflated  out  of  a good  plot 
of  ground  into  a badjvntill  in  the  endihe  returnc,and  be 
rcceiuedinto  hir  immortall  habitation , after  ll:e  hath 
changed  hirprefent  life , w^hich  is  vnto  hir  but  as  avaine 
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illuFiOtioffomedreame;  in  rerpeaofatriie,certaineand 
permanent  life.  Surely  thefe  philofophicall  fpeculations 
are  not  vaine  and  friuolous , but  very  neceifarie  to  lead  vs 
to  that  happie  end  of  our  being,which  we  feeke  for.  For  if 
we  be  well  inftruaed  concerning  the  great  and  honora- 
ble place  and  condition , which  the foule  enioieth  aboue 
the  bodie,  as  well  in  hir  immortall  generation , as  in  hir 
contemplation  and  action  ^ as  alfo  thatof  hir  happines 
dependeth  ( as  before  we  handled  it)  the  felicitie  of  the 
whole  frame  of  man , will  we  not  apply  ail  our  principall 
care^fludie  and  diligence  in  prouiding  fiichthings  for  hir 
as  The  defireth,and  which  are  meet  and  healthfull  for  hir? 
But  wehaue  further(thanksbegiuen  to  the  author  of  all 
good)a  fecond  &more  perfeft  vnderftandingof  the  foul, 
than  had  all  thefe  notable  heathen  men,both  in  refped  of 
the  bleffedimmortalitie  and  alfo  of  the  caufe  thereof.We 
know  alfo  that  fo  long  as  flie  is  detained  in  this  mortall 
prifon  of  the  bodie , & that  we  are  become  new  creatures 
Thciouieis  di-  by  the  grace  of  God, (lie  is  diuided  into  thefe  two  partes, 
the  fpiritand the  flelh , betweene  which  thereisa perpe- 
ffcfli?"  ^ ^ tual  combat.  Yea  the  fledi  continually  offereth  to  the  fpi- 
rit  a thoufand  temptations,to  delight  it  withall.  For  the 
bodie  and  fleili  confifting  of  mortall  and  corruptible 
matter,  are  butalumpeoffinne,  and  full  of  wicked  de- 
Thefpiritof  the  fires,whereas  the  fpirit  of  it  felfe  vertuous  and  good,  and 
of an  immottall  eifcnce , isof  it  owne  nature  enimie  to 
Regeneration  vice  and  iniquitie  : fo  that  being  ruled  and  guided  by  the 
i^_e.umieto  fpirite  of God , itloueth  anddehreth  eternall  happines, 
and  reioiceth  in  iull;ice,puntie  and  holines.  And  yet  the 
foule  is  not  fo  freed  from  the  flauerie  of  (inne,  but  that 
there  remaineth  in  hir  many  fteps  of  the  earthly  man , fo 
that  flic  alwaies  carieth  about  with  hir  the  rclickes  of  the 
Thcfightbe-  flefli,w'hereby  hirlibertieisfomuch  diminiflied.  I his  is 
that  fight  whcrcof  the  truc  children  of  God  haue  dailie 
experience,  when  they  are  lifted  vpward  by  thelpirit,  and 
by  the  fiefli  turned  dow4ieward  ; by  the  fpirit  they  bend 
with  an  ardent  defire  towards  immortalitie,  bytheflefli 
they  are  caried  aftray  into  the  way  of  death  : by  the  fpirit 
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they  thinke  to  Hue  iuftly,by  the  ficfli  they  are  ftirred  fore- 
ward to  iniquitie : by  the  ipirit  they  contemne  the  world, 
by  the  fleOi  they  defire  wordly  delights.  Butin  theende 
the  grace  of  God  caufeth  the  fpirit  to  remaine  fuperiour,  Rom.8.7. 
fo  that  his  children  walkc  not  according  to  the  flefli,  but 
according  to  the  Ipirit.  Whereas  if  we  be  left  of  God  to  whacwc  are 
our  owne  corrupt  and  peruerfe  nature,  we  haue  not  fuffi- 
dent  ibength  to-rcHH:  the  temptations  of  this  wicked 
jflelh,  butin  fteadeof  commanding  it,  we  obey  it  with 
ihameand  confufion.And  then  accuHoming  our  felucs  to 
finnc,and  to  confent  to  the  defires  of  the  flelh,  the  diuine 
part ofthefoule is  fo  weakened,  that  Ihe  hath  no  more 
Ibength  or  feeling  ofhir  eflence,  which  is  enimie  to  vice, 
but  hauing  forfaken  God,heforfaketh  hir,and  giucth  hir 
Guer  into  the  power  of  carnal  defires.So  that  by  this  long 
dwelling  in  finne,  being  asitw^ere  altogither  dead,  (he  ta- 
keth  no  more  counfaile  of  reafon,  butfolloweth  after  de- 
teftablevices,andfuch  as  are  againH  nature.  But  on  the 
contrarie  fide  being  guided  by  the  grace  of  God,after  we 
haue  laboured  by  failing,  watching  and  praier,  to  reiiil 
the  vnpure  deli  res  of  the  fle(b,al  the  conciipifcences  ther- 
of  wil  at  length  be  fo  tamed  and  forced,  that  the  foule  dial 
execute  hir  office  in  commanding  oner  them  abfolutely, 
andin  choaking  them  fofoone  as  they  dull  fpring  vp. 
Therefore  it  commeth  from  the  fpirit,that  w^e  afpire  con- 
tinually to  our  lailand  fotieraign  good, that  wdthafingu-» 
lerdedre  ofhart,  and  wdthallour  affedion  we  Hudie"^ to 
feekeandfindeitout,  euen  with  teares  and  fighes^  by 
reafon  of  thofe  continuail  impediments , which  the  dedi 
laieth  before  vs  in  following  ourcourfe.  Moreouerthe 
fpirit  caufeth  vstoimploy  all  our  might  in  thefeparati- 
on  of  the  foule  from  the  bodie,  and-iit  difpidng  pleafure, 
ambition, vainglorie  and  riches,  that  we  may  offer  an  ac- 
ceptable prefent,by  yeelding  vnto  him  the  foul, which  he 
hath  giuen  vs.  Which  thing  cannot  be  done  (faith  P/ato) 
but  by  keeping  it,  as  much  as  may  be,  purged  & cleanfed 
from  earthly  fpots,that  ihe  may  be  knowne  and  acknow- 
ledged aboue  amongft  hir  companions,  confidering  that 
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no  defiled  thing  (hall  enter  into  the  kingdome  of  heauen. 
Inthisdifcourreofthefoule  and  of  the  fpirit  thusinter- 
mingledjl  thinke  we  may  here  fet  downe  fome  fpecial  dif- 
ference betwixt  them,  although  vndoubtedly  the  one  is 
taken  indifferently  for  the  other , without  any  abfurditie, 
yea  they  arc  one  and  the  fame  thing.  The  difference  n>ay 
betwt'fn^thf  be  made  in  this  fort,if  we  fay, that  the  foule  is  common  to 
fouieandthe  all  things  tliat  hauc  life, as  we  vfe  to  fay,  that  all  beafts  are 
animated, and  haue  fenfitiue  foules  f but  that  the  fpirite, 
wmich  isimmortall , and  capable  of  reafon  & knowledge, 
is  proper  and  peculiar  to  man  onely.  And  it  feemeth  that 
would  teach  vs  this  diftindion,  when  he  faith, 
that  The  jpirit  is  the  fame  thing  to  the  foule , rvhich  the  eie  is  to 
thebodie.  .S'i?cr^/£'/alfo  putting  a difference  betweene  the 
foule  and  the  fpirit,  faide,  that  as  euerie  feditious  man  is 
to  be  banifhed  out  of  a well  gouerned  citie,  fo  a fpirit  cn- 
clined  to  all  mifehiefe  is  to  be  remooued  from  that  foule, 
which  we  would  faue.  Or  elfe  we  may  fay  otherwife  ( not 
diuiding^ny  thing)  that  the  fpirit  is  the  firftand  princi- 
pal! part  of  the  foule , wherein  the  Minde,  the  Vs^der^lan- 
dmg,and  the  memorie  are  contamed,which  are  moft  neceff  ary 
for  the  diredion  of  all  good  and  vertuous  adions , and 
which  ftand  in  need  of  preferuation , nouriffiing,  and  ex- 
€rcife,and  therfore  they  are  faid,  ( not  without  rcafon)to 
increafe  & decreafe  in  tho  minde  of  man.  The  minde  is  as 
a white  paper,  wherein  as  a man  groweth  in  age  & iudge- 
ment,  he  writeth  his  cogitations  and  thoughts,  which 
t he  ftudie  of  letters  and  learning  do  affbord  him.  Vnder- 
{landing  is  framed  by  the  knowledge  of  reafon,  and  laffly 
niemorie  followed!  &preferueth  it,  being  the  mother  of 
ofMcmofic.  the  mu{es,and  the  treaforie  of  knowledge.  T/^r^r^callech 
it  the  hearing  of  deafie  things, and  the  fight  of  the  blinde . 
There  is  nothing , that  ferueth  fo  much  to  beget  and  pre- 
ferue  learning  and  knowledge, as  memorie  doth,whcreof 
wc  haue  many  examples  among  the  ancients.  We  reade 
LMithridates  liing  ?ox\tiis , who  was  a great enimic 
to  the  Romaines,  that  he  had  vnder  his  dominion  two  & 
twentie  nations, fpeaking  diuers  languages,  all  which  he 
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learned  and  anfwered  their  ambalTadours  in  their  ou^ne 
toongs.  Which  thing  he  could  neuer  hauc  comprehen- 
ded without  an  excellent  and  happy  memorie, which  al(b 
was  the  caufcjthat  Themiflooles  knew  perfonally  and  could 
name  all  his  countrimen , by  their  proper  names.  The 
emperor  the  1 1 . fpake  the  Greeke,  Latin , He- 

brevr,  Arabian,  Morisko,  Almaigne,  Italian  and  French 
toong.In  our  time  there  was  an  interpreter  of  Sultan  Soly^ 
fnatu,named  CjenuJbejy  borne  in  Corfou , endued  with  the  Gemubey 
richeft  memorie  that  euer  was. For  he  fpake  perfedly  the 
Greek  toong, both  vulgar  &learncd,  theTurkilh  , Ara- 
bian, Mooriih, Tartarian,  Perlian,  Armenian,  Hebrew, 
Ru{le,Hungarian,  Sclauonian,  Italian,  Spani(]i,Almaign, 

Latin  and  French . It  is  recorded  of  Tuhlius,  Crajfus  ,that  at 
one  inftant  he  heard  hue  fundry  languages  fpoken , and 
anfwered  ech  of  them  in  the  fame  toong.  Whereby  we  fee 
that  he  was  endued  with  an  excellent  and  quicke  fpirite , 
apt  to  conceiue,and  with  a firme  memoricjable  to  retaine 
them  altogither  : and  this  may  be  feene  in  many.  But  the  From  whence 
perfedion  of  thefe  two  great  gifts  of  nature,  is  a good  & ceelctJv^^ 
found  iudgement,proceeding  from  pondering, and  from 
a firme  difeourfe  of  reafon  lightned  by  the  fpirit  of  God, 
and  by  thefame  fpirit  purged  from  error,illufion,  and  all 
vaine  opinion , which  are  vfuallin  man,  and  hinder  him 
from  iudgingarightof  the  truth.  But  to  continue  our 
fpeech  of  the  woonderfull  effeds  of  memorie  fo  much 
efteemed  of  P/atoyhat  he  writeth,that  we  fliuld  leaue  of  to  ‘ 
be  men,  & become  like  to  the  gods, if  our  memory  could 
retaine  and  keepe  fo  much  as  the  eies  can  read  and  fee. 

We  muft  not  here  forget  to  make  mention  of  luPut  Cafar, 
that  great  raonarke , of  whom  Hiftoriographers  report, 
that  at  one  time  he  caufed  his  Secretaries  to  write  vnto 
foure  feuerall  perfons  of  fundry  matters , and  that  of- 
tentimes he  would  indight  a letter  to  one  of  his  Secreta- 
ries, read  in  a booke,and  heare  another  fpeake  all  at  one 
time.  Seneca  rehearfed  two  thoufand  fundry  names,  ha-  seneca, 
uing  onely  heard  them  pronounced  before,  beginning  at 
the  laft  and  continuing  to  the  firft.  By  thefe  examples  we 
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fee  the  greatnes  of  memorie,  wherby  we  may  eafily  iudge 
how'  profitable  it  is  for  the  inriching  of  the  minde  with  all 
things  neceffarietothe  gouernment  of  manseftate.  Yea 
it  is  vnto  vs  a helpc  recpiifite  to  faluation,as  that  whereby 
we  keepe  in  remembrance  the  gifts  and  graces,  which  we 
daily  receiue  from  the  goodnes  and  fauor  of  God, to  this 
end,rhat  we  fliould  not  be  vngrateful,  butyeeld  vnto  him 
glorie  and  praife  without  ceafing.  Now'e  bicaufeone  of 
you(my  companions)touched  this, that  they  which  haue  u 
a ready  and  quick  wit,commonly  want  memorie,  & that 
they  w'hich  hardly  learne,  retaine  and  keepe  better  that 
which  they  haue  learned,  I will  giue  you  this  reafon  with  || 
Flutark^,  thathardnesofbeleefe  feemeth  to  be  the  caufe  I;, 
why  men  comprehend  flowly . For  it  is  very  euident,  that  1 1 
to  learne , is  to  receiue  foineimpreflion  : w’hereupon  it.  If 
followeth,that  they  which  refiif  leaft,.ar£  fuch  as  fooneft  :|t 
beleeue.  And  therefore  youth  is  eafier  to  be  perfwaded  f 
than  old  folks,  fick  than  found,  women  than  men  : and  1 
generally  the  weaker  that  thing  is,w'hich  difeourfeth  and 
doubteth,  the  eafier  may  a man  put  and  adde  vntoit,  |- 
what  he  w'ill,aslikewife  the  felfe  fame  thing  isfooner  loft  | 
and  let  flip  away.  Some  others  ( as  hftme  Mmjr  faith)  i 
,haue  rendred  this  reafon  of  the  quicknesor  flownes  of  ffl 
' mans  wit,  faying,  that  it  commeth  of the  good  or  imrrio-  || 
derate  mixture  & temperature  of  the  elements,  of  which  f | 
our  bodies  are  compounded  and  framed,  and  of  the  (ym-  Sj  ’ 
metric  and  proportion  of  the  organicall  or  iuftrumentall 
parrs  ioyned  togithcr  in  him.  And  furely  thefe  feeme  to  | 
giue  the  true  reafon  therof.For  we  fee  many, who  in  their  | 
beginning  and  firft  age  fliew  that  they  haue  a prompt  and  h 
{liarp  wit,'but  when  they  come  to  old  age  are  changed,  & I 
become  flow  and  dul  to  conceiue.VVhich  is  a greaj  token  p 
andargumentthatagoodorbad  complexion  and  con-  |' 
ftitution  of  the  body , is  the  caufe  of  fuch  a difpofition,  ei-  1 1 
ther  in  quicknes  or  flownes  offpirit , as  the  difference  of  J_ 
yeeres  doth  aftbord  them.  Befides,doe  we  not  perceiue,  ^i' 
that  they  which  haue  the  head  ouergreat  and  ill  fauored, 
whom  we  comonly  call  great  blockheads,  (bicaule.there  1 , 
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is  not  an  equall  lymmctry  and  moderate  proportion  be- 
tw^eene  that  and  the  other  parts  ofthebodie)arc  natural- 
ly vnapt  to  conceiue^and  to  bring  Foorth  any  fenfiblc  and 
wittie  thing  ? But  the  refolution  oF al  this  Fpeech  fliall  be, 
that  all  giFts  oF the  ipirit  are  From  aboue,  & that  amonglF  j.Cor.  ii. 
all  Forts  of  men, there  are  Fome  Found,  that  are  prompt  Sc 
wittie  to  comprehend  great  and  diuine  things,  by  a Fpeci- 
all  grace  andFauour,  which- God  hath  bell:owed  vpon 
them.  Some  by  the  gift  oFthe  holie  Ghoft  haue  wiFedom, 
others  knowledge  and  vnderftanding  oFthings,  and  all 
giuen  to  cuerie  one  For  the  profiting  bothoF  himFelFc 
and  oF  his  neighbor.  Knowing  therefore  by  this  preFcnt 
difeourFe , according  to  the  wcakenes  oF our  iudgement, 
the  creation  and  nature  oF the  Fpirit,  which  is  the  princi- 
pall  and  mod  noble  part  oFvs,  and  that  whereoFdepen- 
deth  and  proceedeth  all  our  happines , reft  and  Felicitie, 
let  vs  be  careFull  and  diligent  to  fearch  it  out,  and  to  pro- 
uide  Fuch  things  as  it  deFireth  oF vs, as  helps  to  that  efted:, 
beftowing  all  our  care, labour  and  ftudie , to  adorne  and 
deck  it  with  righteoufnes  and  holines,  according  to  the 
holie  defire  theroF,  wherin  confifteth  liFe  and  peace.  And 
let  vs  beware  that  we  feeke  not  to  Feedeit  with  ft  range 
nleats,which  may  make  it  rorrowFull,and  with  which  our 
flefhaboundethto  hir  death  anddeftrudion.  Butmorti-  Rom.8.1. 
(ieng  all  the  deadly  defires  and  affedions  thereoF,  let  vs 
labour  not  to  walke  any  more  according  to  the  fleih,  but 
according  to  therpirit,and  let  vs  know  that  all  weariFom- 
nes  and  tediouFnes  which  troiibleth  the  tranquiliitie  and 
reft  thereoF,  proceedeth  From  the  want  oFexperience  in 
afFaires,From  the  wantoFgood  diFcourfing, grounded  vp- 
on a reFoIute  and  Fetled  iiidgement,and  From  the  want  of 
skill  fitly  to  apply  our  Feluesto  preFent  occafions  . And 
this  is  that  which  troubleth  all  Forts  and  conditions  of 
life,  as  well  rich  aspoore.  But  the  way  to  preFerue  the 
Fpiritein  reft  and  quietnes,  istonourifhandexerciFeit  in 
the  ftudie  oFwiFedome,  where  it  learneth  reaFon,  which 
of  it  FelFe  can  cure  it  of  all  Forrow,  anguifli  and  greefe 
through  wiFediFcourlingij  andworkein  it  a like  inclina- 
tion 


of  D utie  and  hone  ftie. 

tion  and  conftant  behauior  in  euerie  alteration  of  Hfe, 
caufing  man  to  Hue  happie  throughout  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life , not  without  the  hope  and  certaine  expedatr- 
on  of  a blefled  immortalitie. 

The  end  of  the  fecond  dates  vtorke. 


The  end  of  chc 
creation  oi  al! 
things. 


THE  THIRD  DAIES  WORKE. 

OfDfitieafidHof^eBie*  Chap,p, 

Lthough  all  things  were  cre- 
A s E diners  natures  and 

properties , and  manie  of 
cleane  contraries,  yet  by  an 
jincomprehenfible  wifedom 
they  were  appointed  to  re- 
fer themfelues  to  oneonely 
certaine  and  common  end,, 
namely,  to  fliew' foorth  the  infinite  power  and  greatnes 
of  their  worke-maifter,  fuflicient  intheleflof  his  works, 
with  admiration  to  rauidi  maiijto  whom  he  hath  made  al 
things  fubied.  But  as  in  him  alone  the  treafuresof  his 
heauenly  graces  haue  been  without  comparifon  more  li- 
berally vnfolded,  and  that  in  all  fulnes  and  bountie,  as 
well  in  regard  of  the  goods  and  commodities  of  this  life,, 
which  he  draweth  from  heauen,  from  the  earth,  from  the 
aire,from  the  water,  from  beads  and'plants,and  general- 
ly from  all  things  contained  vnder  the  cope  of  the  firma- 
ment, as  alfo  in  refpe<5l  of  that  vnfpeakable  happines  and 
eternall  felicitie,  which  by  the  fpeciall  grace  of  God  is 
purchafed and  affured  to  hinionely  in  the  immortalitie 
ofthe  fecond  life,  fo^alfghath  God  from  the  beginning  | 
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vntill  this  prefent  and  for  euer,rererued  to  himfelfe  a par- 
ticular homage,  and  that  not  for  a time,  or  for  certaine 
yeeres  of  his  life,  but  to  continue  without  intermilfion 
from  time  to  time,  namely,  loue  teftified  by  obedience, 
which  we  may  comprehend  vnder  this  oncly  word  oiThi- 
r/>,calledbythe  philofophers,  thewelfpringof  allvertu- 
ousand  laudable  ad:ions,and  the  foundation  of  honeftie. 
Therefore  I propound  this  matter  to  you  (companions) 
to  be  difcoLirfed  vpon . 

Am  AN  A.  The  dutie  of  a good  man  confiftethinhis 
good  behauioLir  towards  the  chiefe  and  onely  end  of  his 
being,  compounded  of  thefe  two  things,  the  glorie  of  his 
Creator,  and  the  loue  of  his  neighbour.  But  the  laft  vn- 
doubtedly  dependeth  of  the  firft.  For  without  the  fearc 
of  God,men  wil  neuer  preferue  equitie  and  loue  amongft 
themfelues  : as  contrariwife  the  honoring  of  his  maieftie 
teacheth  them  to  Hue  vprightly  one  with  another. 

Aram.  We  ought  not  to  afture  or  fortifie  our  fellies 
with  any  other  bulworke,  than  to  do,  to  counfell,  and  to 
vtter  al  good  and  honeft  things,according  to  dutie,wher- 
unto  we  are  called  by  nature,  not  onely  for  our  felues,but 
alfo  for  the  benefit  and  profit  of  many.  Therefore  of  thee 
(A  c H I T G b)  we  thall  vnderftand  more  at  Urge  what  Bh- 
tie  and  HoneBie  is . 

A c H I T o B.  No  treatife  in  philofophie  ( iaith  Ctcero ) 
is  fo  neceflarie  as  that  of  Office  and  Z)?/f/^;forafmuch  as  no 
part  of  mans  life,  whether  it  be  in  publike  or  priuate  af- 
faires, or  in  what  adion  foeuer  it  be,  either  ought  or  may 
bedeftitutetherof.  For  therein  confifteth  all  honeftie  of 
life,and,ifit  beneglcded,  allinfamie.  And  albeit  moft 
part  of  the  ancient  philofophers  comprehended  duty  and 
honeftie  vnder  vertue,  affirming  them  to  be  one  and  the 
fame  thing,  yet  following  the  opinion  of  that  great  ora- 
tor and  philofophef,  who  hath  handled  moraH  philoTo- 
phie  in  very  good  order,  wemay  diftinguifii  them  afcec 
this  fort,  faying,  that  dutie  is  the  end  whereunto  vertue 
tendeth, namely, whenin  all  our  adions  we  obferue  hone- 
ftie and  comlines.In  which  diftindion  we  fee  neuertheles 
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fuch  a coniundioii.of  thefe  three  things,  Vertue,  Diitie, 
and  HoneftiCjthat  the  one  is  the  end  of  the  other, the  per- 
fedion  thereof  coniifting  in  all  three  togither.Dutiethen 
is  that,  which  bindeth  the  foule,  cheerfully  and  willingly 
without  force  or  conftraint  to  giue  to  euery  one  that 
which  belopgeth  vnto  him : honor,  to  whom  honor  : re- 
uerence,  to  whom  reuerence : tribute,  to  whom  tribute : u 
and  fuccoFjto  whom  fuccor  belongeth.  This  dutie  is  diui- 
ded  into  two  generall  kinds  ; the  one  is  that  which  ap- 
pertaincth  to  the  perfed  and  fouereigne  good  : the  other  S 
concerneth  the  preieruation  and  fafetieof  the  common  m 
focietie  of  men,  and  confifteth  in  morall  precepts, accor- 
ding  to  which  the  behauior  of  al  forts  of  life  may  be  fqua-  S 
red.  As  touching  the  fird,  no  doubt  but  all  men  are  be- 
holding  and  bound  vnto  God,. both  for  their  being  and  || 
preferuation  thereof, as  alfo  for  that  abundance  of  goods 
neccifarie  for  this  life,  which  he  powreth  forth  mod  libe- 
rally, both  on  the  good  and  on  the  bad . Moreouer,C  hri-  ^ ^ I 
ftians  are  further  tied  and  bound  vnto  him  for  the  cer-|  *i 
taine  hope  of  their  faluation  in  hiseternall  fonne.  For  all 
which  things  he  asketh  nothing  of  vs  but  loue  and  good-  \ 
willjteftified  by  honor,  reuerence,  and  feriiice  according  Ijr 
to  his  holic  ordinance,  euery  one  after  the  meafureof® 
gifts  and  graces,  which  he  hath  from  aboue  : knowing  M. 
that  more  is  to  be  required  of  him  to  whom  more  is  gi- 1| 
uen.  This  obedience  being  grounded  vpon  that  rule  off' 
perfed  rightcoufnes,  which  is  giuen  vnto  vs  in  the  law  of  ^ 
God,  is  the  mother  and  preferuerof  allvertues,  yea  the 
beginning  and  roote  of  al  goodnes.The  other  part  of  du- 
tie, which  refpedeth  our  neighbor,  and  whereof  we  are 
chiefly  to  intreat  in  this  our  Academie,  is  nothing  butg 
charity  & loue  of  our  like,as  of  our  felues,which  is  greatly  g ft 
recommended  vnto  vs  in  the  feripture,  as  being  very  re- 
quifit  vnto  faluation.  This  is  that  dutie,  whereby  wearelii: 
bound  not  to  do  any  thing  againft  publike  lawes,equitie,  . 
and  profit,  but  to  be  alwaies  conftant  in  the  perfed  exer-1 
cife  and  vfe  of  vertue, by  doing  honefl:  and  feemcly  things 
for  their  owne  fakes,  and  not  of  necefiitie  and  conftraint.  j 
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We  are  not  onely  borne  ( faith  Cicero ) for  our  felues,  but 
our  coiintrie, parents,  and  friends  both  udll  and  ought  to 
reapc  feme  commoditie  by  our  birth . For  u'^hatfoeuer  is 
vpon  earth  was  created  for  men,  and  they  For  themfelues, 
that  one  might  aide  and  helpe  another.  So  that  if  we  will 
follow  nature, we  nuift  imploy  our  goods,  trauell,  and  in  >• 
duftrie,and  whatfoeuer  clfe  is  in  our  power,in  the  behalfe 
of  common  commoditie,  and  in  the  preferuation  of  hu- 
mane focietie : yea, that  man  liueth  moft  happily,  who,as 
little  as  may  be, liueth  to  himfclfe.  And  on  the  other  fide, 
no  man  liueth  more  diforderedly,  than  he  that  liueth  to 
himfelfe,  and  thinketh  on  nothing  but  hisowne  profit. 
This  is  that  dutie,  which  requireth  that  for  the  fafetie  of 
our  parents,  friends  and  countrie,  we  fbould  offer  our 
felues  to  all  perils,  not  refpeding  our  owne  profit  or  coin- 
moditie. Neither  ought  we  to  efteeme  any  thing  iuft  and 
profitable,  except  honeftie : which  arc  fo  linked  togither, 
(as  the  philofophers  fay  ) that  they  can  no  more  be  fepa- 
ratedthan  whitenes  and  cold  fromfnow,  andheate  and 
light  from  fire.  So  that  if  any  man  be  perfwaded,that  the 
rule  of  honeftie  and  profit  is  not  one  and  the  fame, he  will 
neuer  be  without  fraud  or  wickednes.  For  thinking  thus 
with  himfelfe, this  indeed  is  honeft,  but  that  is  profitable 
forme,  he  will  not  fe^re  to  breake  and  rent  a funder  all 
equitie  ordained  and  appointed  either  bydiuine  or  hu- 
mane lawes.  And  this  diuifion  is  the  fountaine  of  all  vice, 
falfhood,and  mifchiefc.A  good  man(faith  l^lato)m2Ly  not 
{lander,  fteale,  or  lie  for  his  owne  commoditie.  Is  there 
any  thing  then  in  this  world  of  fo  great  value,any  treafure 
fopretious,  that  ought  tocaufe  vs  to  loofe  the  name  of 
vertuous  and  iuft  ? We  ought  rather  t6  turne  profit  to- 
wards honeftie,  and  that  in  fuch  fort,  that  howfoeuer  the 
words  feeme  to  differ  one  from  another,  yet  we  fhould 
make  them  but  one  thing.Moreouer,the  fame  diuine  phi- 
lofopher  faith,  that  the  true  beautie  of  the  foule,  which  is 
honeftie,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  brightnes  of  that  perfe^^ 
and  chiefe  good  that  appeereth  in  thofe  things,  which 
may  be  knowen  by  the  cies,eares,and  mind, whereby  it  is 
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caufed  to  returne  towards  the  Idea  and  patcrne  of  good- 
nes.Wherby  this  excellent  man  meaneth  no  other  thing, 
than  togiuevs  to  vnderftand,  that  whatfoeuer  goodnes 
and  honefiie  is  in  vs,  commeth  from  God,  as  from  the 
foiintaine  thereof,  vnto  which  by  the  fame  vertue  it  re- 
turneth, leading  the  foule  with  it  to  line  eternally.Befides, 
from  him  and  by  him  commeth  the  beginning  and  pro- 
ceeding of  our  good  works : yea  it  is  he  that  maketh  vs  to 
go  forward  according  to  truedutie,  which  confiftethin 
Two  thing?  rc-  thefetwopoints:  firft,thatthe  intention  and  end  of  our 
qinnte  m eucrie  be  ri^litlv  framed ; fecondly,that  the  like  meanes 

to  artame  to  that  end  be  found  out.  For  thele  two  things 
may  agree  or  difagree  one  from  another,  as  we  fee  fome- 
' times  the  end  well  propounded,  and  yet  men  erre  in  the 
meanes  to  attaine  vnto  it : and  contrariwife,it  falleth  out  m- 
oftentimes,  that  the  meanes  are  good,  and  the  endpro-  ■( 
pounded,bad.Sothatitisfromthisliuelyandeuer-How-  O 
ing  fountaine,which  is  the  caufe  of  al  good,from  whence  A 
we  are  to  looke  for  the  perfed  knowledge  of  our  dutie,  B 
and  the  ends  and  meanes  whereby  to  execute  it,  to  the  jm 
glorieof  God, and  to  the  good  and  profit  of  our  like.  And  W 
from  this  generall  vertue,  and  fountaine  of  honeftie  and,^^ 
hSro  ISc  riuers  iffue  and  fpring, called  morajl  vertues : M 

founu\'ne  of  ^ 11  amely, which  is  as  a guide  to  the  reft, and  k no w-  M 
dude.  ^th  what  is  profitable  for  it  felfe,  for  othe’rs,  and  for  the  3 

common-wealth  : Tenfperance,  the  miftres  of  modeftie,  B 
chaftitie,  fbbrietie,  and  vigilancic,  and  of  all  order  and  ® 
mediocritie  in  all  things  : Fortitude,  which  maketh  a mail  ■ 
conftant,patient,couragious,hardie,  and^eadie  to  enter-  B 
prife  high, great,  profitable,  and  holie  things : and  luHice,]^ 
which  is  the  bond  and  preferuation  of  humane  focietie,  ■ 
bygiuipg  to  euery  one  that  which  belongeth  vnto  him,  * 
by  keeping  faith  in  things  promifed,  by  fuccoring  gladly  jB 
the  afflided,  and  by  helping  euery  one  according  as  abili-  l| 
tie  ferueth . Which  vertues  arc  the  true  and  certain  goods  ||| 
of  the  foule,whercby  all  adions  are  direded  according  to 
dutie, as  we  tliall  fpeake  particularly  thereof  heerafter.  In  C. 
the  meane  while  let  vs  enter  into  the  examples  of  the  anf  B 

cients,® 


of  D utie  and  Honeftfe.  9 7 

dents,  and  fee  hovir  exadiy  andinuiolably  theyobferued 
all  points  of  dutie,dioofing  rather  to  facrifice  their  Hues, 
than  to  infringe,  andbreake  any  of  them,  much  more 
'contemningall  other  weaker  occahons,  wherwith  lewd 
and  bafe-minded  people  fuffer  themfelucs  to  be  eafily 
corrupted.  And  firlf,  touching  the  firft  point  of  dutie  na-  Exampiesofthc 
rurally  imprinted  in  the  foules  of  the  greateft  infidels, 
which  is  to  acknowledge  fome  diuinitie,  with  what  zeale  uicc  of their 
(although  inconfiderate  and  rafli)  did  the  ancient  hea- 
thens  and  pagans  precifely  obferue  their  paganifme,euen 
tothefacrificingand  cheerfull  offering  vp  of  their  ownc 
children  to  thdr  gods,  as  we  read  of  the  Carthaginians  ? 

What  fay  I,  their  children  ? yea  oftentimes  themfelues, 
whereof  CaLwm  an  Indian  Gymnofophift  ferueth  fora  caUnm, 
witnes,who  feeing  himfelfe  old,after  he  had  offered  facri-  ^ 

fice  tothe  gods,  Alexander  farewell,  vdth 

whom  he  came  to  Babylon,  and  tooke  his  leaiie  alfo  of  all 
his  other  friends.  Then  lying  along  (according  to  the  cu- 
ftome  of  his  countrie)vpon  a little  pile  of  wood, which  he 
had  prepared  for  that  purpo{e,he  caufed  fire  to  be  put  vn- 
to  it,  and  fo  burned  himfelfe  for  a burnt-offering  to  his 
gods, not  ftirring  at  all,  but  continuing  with  fuch  a won, 
derfull  conftancie,that  Alexander  was  prefent,  con- 
feffed  himfelfe  to  be  vanquiQted  of  him  in  greatnes  of 
hart, and  magnanimitie  of  courage.  Who  will  not  admire 
the  ftrid  obferuation  of  the  ancient  religion  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, Gra:cians,  and  Romans,  mooned  with  a defireof 
yeeiding  the  dutie  of  their  being  to  the  honor  of  a diuine 
nature  ? But  for  Qiortnes  fake,  and  not  to  wander  farre 
from  thefubiedof  our  affemblie,  Ipaffeit  ouerwith  fi- 
lence.  Heere  I will  onely  alledge  one  notable  example  of 
the  Iewes,who  were  more  zealous  profeffors  of  their  law,  The.7.eaieofthc 
than  euer  were  any  people. a Romaneemperor,fent  ^^j^stothejr 
Tetronii^  into  Syria  with  commandement  to  make  war 
with  the  lewes,  if  they  would  not  receiue  his  image  into 
their  temple.  Which  when  they  refufed  to  do,  Fetronius 
faid  vnto  them,  that  then  belike  they  would  fight  againff 
not  weighing  his  wealth,  or  their  owne  weakenes 
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and  vnabilitie.  We  will  not  fight  (quoth  they)but  had  ra- 
ther die  than  turne  from  the  lawes  of  our 
foorthwith  calling  themfelues  on  the  ground,  andofte- 
rina  their  throtes,  they  faid,  that  they  were  readie  to  re- 
ceive the  blow.In  this  eftatc(as  /»/^ytoreportethit)they 
remained  for  the  fpace  offortie  daies,letting  flip  the  time 
which  then  was,  of  fowing  their  grounds.  Which  earned 
PetroniHs  to  defer  the  execution  of  his  charge,  and  to  lend 
the  declaration  of  thefe  things  vnto  C-fySr.whofe  death  rid 
the  lewes  out  of  danger.  Now  we  are  to  confider  with 
what  burning  affedion  the  ancients  imbraced  common 
benefit  and  fafetie,feekingto  profit  all  men,  according  to 
thetruedutieof  a good  man,  but  efpecially  their  coun- 
trie,  in  whofeferuice  they  thought  it  great  happines  to 
lofe  their  liues.For  truly  belides  the  fu^ect  afiedion,\vhich 
nature  hath  imprinted  in  our  harts  towards  our  countrie, 
and  the  conformitie  of  humors , which  commonly  is 
found  in  our  bodies  with  that  heaue  & airewherwehaue 
our  firft  brcathing,which  feemeth  to  be  a mutual  and  na- 
turall  obligation,  the  reafon  of  all  humane  right,and  the 
religion  of  diuine  equitie,befides  thedutie  of  confcience, 
bind  all  perfons  to  feme  the  publike  wealth  of  their  coun- 
trie, to  the  vttermoft  of  their  power:  and  that  lb  much 
the  rather,bicaufe  that  vnder  it,the  life,honoi;,aiid  goods 
of  euery  particular  man  are  comprehended.  This  realon 
caufed  Cato  of  Vtica,  a Conful  and  noble  Romane,  to  an- 
fwer  one  of  his  frie-  is.who  was  come  to  giue  him  thanks 
for  defending)'-  iii  iudgement  from  a falleacculanon, 
that  he  was  o thanke  the  Common-wealth,  for  whole 
loue  onely  he  did,fpake , and  counfelled  all  things,  ^is 
alfo  made  him  to  vndertake  the  fute  for  the  office  of  Tri- 
bunefliip  of  the  people,  that  he  might  refill  the  fadion  ot 
Tompey, hy  whom  he  faw  tJHetelltu  fet  on  worke  to  fi^  and 
feeke  for  the  fame  office,  for  the  alTurance  of  his  aftaires 
and  flrengthening  of  his  league.  Now  is  the  time  ( quot 
Cato  to  his  friends)wherein  I mull  imploy  and  bellqw  the 
power  of  ftich  an  office,  and  of  fo  great  authoritie,  as  a 
llrong  medicine, in  time  conuenient,  and  vpon 
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caiifes,  and  either  oucrcome,  or  die  honorably  in  the  de- 
fence of  common  libertie.  So  likewife  he  oppofed  him- 
felfe  as  much  as  he  could,  againft  all  nouelties  and  altera- 
tion of  affaires  betwecne  C<tfar  andT<7^<^.And  when  the 
beingdefiroustowinhim  tohimfelfe, 
fought  to  bring  it  to  pafTe  by  alliance,  and  thereupon  de- 
manded two  ofhisneeces  in  marriage,  one  for  himfelfe, 
and  the  other  for  his  fonne:  Cato,wkhout  any  longer  deli- 
beration, anfwered  him  prefcntly  ( as  being  netled)  that 
caried  backe  thcmeffage,  thathelhould  returne  to  Pom- 
pey  and  tell  him,  that  Cato^diS  not  to  be  taken  by  the 
mcanes  of  women.  Which  was  not  bicaufe  he  would  not 
haue  him  efteem  greatly  of  his  friendlhip, which  he  fliould 
alwaies  find  in  him  to  be  more  furc  and  certaine  than  any 
alliance  by  marriage,fo  that  heonely  fought  after  and  did 
things  honeft  and  iuft,but  at  this  time  he  would  not  giuc 
hoftages  at  Pompeies  pleafure  againft  the  Common- welth. 
Afterward  the  affaires  of  Rome  being  brought  to  fuch 
necefiitie  through  corruption  of  monie,  and  by  vnlawfull 
andforceablcmeanes  in  procuring  publike  places  of  au- 
thoritie,  many  Senators  being  of  opinion,  that  ^ompey 
was  to  be  chofen  foie  and  onely  Conful,  Cato  alfo  was  of 
the  fame  mind,  faying,  that  men  ought  to  choofe  a leffc 
euill  to  meete  with  and  to  redreffe  greater  mifehiefs : and 
that  it  were  better  willingly  to  bring  in  a kind  of  mo- 
narehie,than  to  defer  it  fo  long,  vntill  theiffue  of  prefent 
feditions  fhould  by  force  and  conftraint  eftablifh  one. 
And  it  may  be(quoth  he)  that  Pompey  will  haue  a longing 
defire  to  preferue  the  Common-wcalth,when  he  fhall  fee, 
that  it  is  fo  liberally  and  freely  committed  to  his  fidelide. 
This  eledion  being  approoued  and  ratified,  Powpey  fent 
to  feeke  Cato,znd  hauing  hartily  thanked  him  for  that  ho- 
nor, which  he  had  done  him,  requefted  him  to  be  a daily 
affiftantandCounceliorvnto  him  in  his  office.  To  whom 
this  graue  man  made  anfwere,  that  he  did  neuer  oppofe 
himfelfe  heeretofore  againft  him  for  any  ill  will  he  bare 
him, neither  gaue  this  laft  counfell  for  any  good  he  meant 
towards  him,  but  all  for  the  good  and  profit  of  the  Com- 
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mon-wealth.  And  as  touching  his  priuate  and  particular 
affaires,  he  faid,  he  would  giue  him  the  bcft  counfell  he 
could,  whenfoeuerhe  asked  hisaduife  : butforpublike 
matters,  he  would  alwaiesfpeake  what  he  thought  were 
beft,  although  be  neuer  asked  him  anything.  Thus  did 
Cato  behaue  himfelfe  al  his  life  time  as  a good  citizen,  and 
as  an  vpfight  and  iuft  man,  free  in  fpeaking  for  the  truth , 
andaltogithervoidofcorruption.  aSenator  of 

Kome  left  vs  a notable  teftimonie,  that  he  eftcemed  of 
Dhm,  as  of  a facredandinuiolable  thing,  when  he  would 
not  fweare  to  the  people  to  obferiie  and  keepe  that, 
which  was  to  be  ordained  and  eftabliflied  concerning  a 
law  put  vp^  by  one  of  the  Tribunes  againft  all  right 
equitie,  notwithftanding;that  the  Conful  with  thereftof 
the^Senators  through  conftraint  and  feare,  which  they 
had  of  the  people,  hadfworne  vnto  it,  and  giuen  their 
MeteU^^^  promife.  Then  CMetellm  departing  from  the  affemblie, 
faid, thatit was tooeafieaim^tter  to.doill,  asalfoacom- 
inon  thing  t6  do  well  where  no  danger  is,  but  to  do  well 
when  peril!  is  jcertaine  and  fure,that  was  the  proper  dutie 
of  an  honorable  and  vertuous  man.  For  this  caufe  being 
baniaied,and  making  light  account  ofthe  matter, he  vfed 

thefe:or  the  like fpeeches;Whenthingsjlhall  be  amended, 

the  people  repenring.thembf  thek  error, will  cal  me  back 
•againe  i but  if  the  arfaires'cohtihue  ftillin  the  fame  ftate, 
‘wherein  they  now  arc , it.  willbe.beft  for  a man  to  keepe 
ivw.  himfelfe  a farre  of.  after  his  iawes  were  giuen  to 

the  Lacedemonians  fained  that  he  had  fome  thing elle 
whereof  to  take  counfell  with  y^follo  concerning  their 
eftate, and  therefore  at  his  departure  from  Lacedasmonto 
rotobelphos,  hecaufed  his  citizens  to  f^’eare  and  pro- 
mire,thar;  they  would  ktepe  his  lawesinuiolably  vntill  his 
rcturne, either  dead  or  aliuc.  This  done  he  went  to  the  ile 
of  Candie,  where  he  remained  in  perpetuall  and  voliinta- 
ric  banilhment,  aiui  commanded  that  after  his  death, the 
aflies  of  his  bodie,  being  burnt  feould  be  caft  into  the 

wind,  that  by  this  meahes.the  Lacedaemonians  might  ne- 

uerbeabfoluedof  thdroth,  but  that  his  coiintrie  might 

alwaies 
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alwaies  rcceiuc  the  fruit  of  his  labors;  for  de/ire  whereof 
he  had  freely  forfaken  it  altogither.  Marcus  Otho  the  em-  Marcus  Otho. 
peror  hath  left  behind  him  a more  woonderfull  example 
of  the  great  lone  he  bare  towards  his  countrie/or  the  be- 
nefit whereof  he  died  willingly.  For  after  he  had  loft  a 
battell  Si^dindZ^itellifis  ^{ndCecima,  fighting  for  the  em- 
pire, hewasfolicitedby  the  reft  of  his  armie,  which  was 
yet  of  great  ftrength,  to  trie  fortune  once  againe,  and  to 
vfe  them  and  their  perfons  as  long  as  they  had  one  drop 
of  blood,  and  life  in  their  bodies . And  at  the  fame  time  a 
fimple  foldier,  hauinghis  fword  in  his  hand,  fpakethus 
vntohim  : Know,  O Cafar,  that  all  my  companions  are  Thecouragious 
determined  to  die  thus  for  thy  fake,  and  therewithal!  he 
flue  himfeife  before  him.  IhcnOtho  cafting  his  eiesall 
about,  fpakevnto  them  in  this  fort  : I account  this  day 
more  happie  to  me(Companions)than  that  other  where- 
in ye  did  choofe  and  pronounce  me  your  emperor,behol- 
ding  you  fo  wel  affeded  in  my  behalfc.and  receiuing  fuch 
honor  from  you  with  fo  greatademonftration  of  friend- 
flnp.  And  if  I haue  been  worthie  to  hold  the  empire  of 
Rome  by  your  eledion,  I muft  now  fhew  it,in  not  fparing 
my  life  for  the  good  and  fafetie  of  my  countrie.  I knowc 
well  that  the  vidorieis  notyet  wholie  mine  enimies : and 
I haue  receiued  newes  of  fuch  and  fuch  forces  ( which  he 
named  particularly  vntdthem)  that  are  readie  to  ioine 
with  vs.  The  Senate  is  on  our  fide, and  the  wiues  and  chil- 
dren of  our  enimies  are  in  our  hands.  But  what?  This  war  Anot/biccx 
is  not  againft  a HamibaiyOV  a l^irrhusy  or  againft  the  Cym-  amp!c\gtfn/i 

brians,thatweftiouldfigh^forthepoflefiionofltalie,but  ' 

it  is  againft  the  Romans  themfelues : fo  that  in  this  warre 
both  the  conqueror  and  conquered  fliall  offend  and  hurt 
their  countrie,  bicau{e,whatfoeiier  ferueth  for  the  benefit 
of  him  that  ouercommeth,  turneth  to  the  dammageof 
the  Common-wealth . Beleeue  me,  I know  better  how  to 
diethantoraigne,  efpecially  confidering  that  I (hall  not 
fo  much  profit  the  Romans,  although  in  the  end  I fliould 
remainethe  ftronger,  as  now  lean  by  facrificing  my  life 
for  the  peace, vnion, and  concord  of  my  countrimen.This 

H iij  done. 


I Oi 


CodrM^ 


MXwtinf, 


. Of  Dutieand  Honeftie^ 

done;  he  tooke  order  for  the  Senators  and  others  of  his 
arnde  to  retire  and  faue  themfelues : andfaid  to  a nephew 
of  his  whom  he  had  adopted,  I command  thee  my  fonne, 
as  the  laft  admonition  which  I can  giue  thee.not  to  forget 
altogither,  nor  yet  to  print  ittoomuchinthy  memorie, 
that  thou  haft  had  an  vnkle.who  was  emperor.  1 hen  lay- 
ing him  downe  to  reft,  the  next  morning  very  early  he 
tooke  his  fword,  and  turning  the  point  thereof  with  both 
his  hands  againft  his  ftomacke,  he  fell  vpon  the  top  of  it, 
without  (hewing  any  other  token  or  feeling  of  griete,  and 

fo  died,beingonelyfeuenandthirtieyeeres  ofage. 

kinc'ofAthensdidno  leflfe  for  hiscountrie.  For  hauing 
vnderftood,  that  the  Oracle  had  promifed  znd  aCTured 
the  viaorie  to  the  Thracians,  who  were  enimies  to  the  A- 
thenians,  if  they  faued  their  king  aliue,he  went  into  their 

campedifguifed  like  a handicraftsman,  and  flue  one  of 

their  men,  whereupon  he  was  prefently  flame  of  omers, 
not  being  knowen  what  he  was.  And  thus  were  the  Thra- 
cians depriuedofthe  hope  of  vidorie,  which  before  they 
accounted  certaine,  and  in  a maner  gotten  of  the  -^heni- 
ans.  Marau  CnTum  a knight  of  Rome,  who  being  Conful  | 
wan  a notable  battcll  againft  the  Cymbrians,  threw  him-  « 
felfe  headlong  into  a deepe  gulfe,  which  was  made  in  the 
midft  of  Rome  by  an  earthquake,  and  which  had  greatly 
dammaged  thecitie.  Thereafon  moouing  him  fotodo 
was.bicaufe  the  Soothfaiers  had  giuen  out,  that  the  gods 
would  not  be  pacified  and  appealed  towards  the  citie  be- 
fore the  gulfe  had  fwalowed  a man  on  Hue . Cunim  being 
defirous  to  procure  the  benefit  and  eafe  of  the  Common- 
wealth, would  feme  himfelfe  for  this  facrifice.  Andlo  ic 
cametopafie;  for  prefently  this  gulfe  doled  vp  to  the 
great  aftonilhment  of  all  the  people.  Howlhal  we  thinke 
that  thefc,  and  fo  many  others,  as  hiftories  fet  before  our 
eies  who  haue  freely  offered  their  Hues  for  the  lafetie  or 
many, and  chofe  ratlier  to  vndertake  any  danger, than  to 
tiirne  afide  in  any  thing  from  that  which  they  knew  to  be 
the  dutie  of  a good  man,  how  (I  fay)  fliall  we  thinke  that 
they  would  hauc  fainted  or  yeelded  through 
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ments  of  honor, grace, fauor,&rich€S5\vhereby  the  great- 
nes  of  their  courage,  limited  onely  with  the  bounds  of 
right  and  iuftice,  might  haue  beene  weakened  ? But  ho- 
ping that  the  fcqucle  of  our  difeourfes  will  furnilh  vs  with 
more  ample  teilimonies  both  of  this  and  of  all  the  other 
parts  of  dutie,  which  refped  euery  particular  adion,  and 
fearing  lead:  I haue  been  fomewhat  too  long  in  the  exam- 
ples alreadie  alledged,  we  will  conclude  our  prefent  mat- 
ter with  this  generall  inrtrudion,  that  vnto  what  eftate, 
quaIitie,or  condition  foeiier  men  are  called, they  ought  to 
propound  to  themfelues  in  all  their  adions,  DmezwA  Duticandho- 
//^?;7^’i?/<r,^earching  for  them  in  the  holie  rcriptures,and  in  pr^ouidedk 
the  precepts  of  good  life  conformable  thereunto,  which  aUouradioni. 
are  left  vnto  vs  by  the  ancient  Sages  and  wife  philofo- 
phers,to  this  end,that  being  wel  intruded  in  true  pietie, 
we  may  fir  ft  of  all  giu/honor  and  glorie  to  G od,and  then 
be  beneficiall,  helpfull,  and  profitable  to  his  creatures. 

Thefe  graces  we  may,  by  the  diredion  and  blefting  of 
God,  draw  out  of  thofefower  riuers  which  proceed  and 
flow  from  this  generall  vertue  and  fountaine  of  Hone^iie^ 
of  which  we  are  to  difeourfe  particularly  heerafter,  name- 
ly, of  T^rndence^  Temperance,  Fortitude^znA.  Insiice,  which  are 
thofe  morall  vertues  whereby  all  good  and  vertuous  adi- 
ons are  brought  to  pafle. 


Of  Prudence,  Chap »io. 

A c H I-  H-|-^Here  is  one  only  wife,  fouereign  Creator  of 
T o B.  I al  things, the  almighty,  ftrong,and  terrible, 

A who  fittethvpo his  throne,fr6  whom  com-  EccIus.i.iS. 
meth  al  wifedom, which  alwaies  hath  been,^d  is  for  euer 
with  him,  and  which  he  hath  powred  out  vpon  all  works, 
and  vpon  all  fleih  according  to  his  liberalitie,  and  giueth 
hirabundantlyto  them  that  loue  him.  Sheteacheth  the 
dodrine  of  God,  and  caufeth  vs  to  choofe  his  works . She 
decketh  vs  with  prudence,  iuftice,  and  courage,  gluing  vs 
the  knowledge  of  the  time  paft,  and  iudgement  of  that 

H iiij  which 
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which  is  to  come,  The  multitude  of  thofe  which  are  en- 
dued with  thefe  gifts  & graces  are  the  gard  of  the  world, 
and  a prudent  king  is  the  aifurance  of  his  people.  The 
fequele  therfore  of  our  fpeech  leadeth  vs  to  the  handling 
of  Prudence, the  firft  riuer  ofthe  fountaine  of  Dmie, 

A s E R.  Wifedome  raineth  downe  knowledge, and  wife 
Ecclus.1.25.  vnderftanding,  and  bripgeth  to  honor  thofe  that  pofTefle 
hir . Of  hir  therefore  we  are  to  feeke  for  true  Prudence,  a 
neceifarie  guide  to  all  our  actions,  but  we  muft  hate  the 
prudence  ofthe  flelh,which  is.  follie  before  God,  and  ma-^ 
kethall  the  thoughts  of  the  wife  of  this  world  to  become 
vaine  and  foolifh.  Moreouer,C/c^’r<?  faith, that  no  man  can 
be  prudent  but  he  muft  be  good . 

A M A N Ai  O how  learnedly  hath  Socrates  taught  vs  to 
know  and  marke  this  true  and  he^enly  Prudence,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  lone  and  feare  of  fhe  higheft,  from  that 
earthliePrudence,which  is  full  of  darknes,  when  he  faith, 
whatprunetice  thSLt^rudcKce  is  the  generallvertue.,  the  prmcejje  and  guide  of 
morall  vertues,  and  that  wherein  the  knowledge  of  our  fouereigne 
goodyUnd  ofthe  end  of  our  being  confHetk,  as  alfo  the  choice  of 
thofe  .waies  wherby  we  may  come  vnto  it.  But  let  vs  heare 
Aram  difeourfe  more  largely  of  the  great,  woorthie,and 
wonderfull  effeds  of  this  rich  vertue. 

Aram.  All  the  life  of  men  exprelfing  a worthie  end 
of  their  being,  confifteth  in  contemplation  and  adion. 
Forknowing  that  the  thoughts  of  alkmortall  men  are 
vnftable,and  their  inuentiousYncertaine,  bicaufe  the  bo- 
die  and  theaffedions  thereof opprefte  the  foule,  and  call: 
downe  the  fpirit  loden  with  care,  they  lift  vp  their  harts 
towards  the  brightnes  of  the  eternail  light,  who  of  his 
meere  grace  prepareth  their  foules,  lighteneth  their  vn- 
derftandings,and  diredeth  their  paths  to  the  knowledge 
of  that  true  and  perfed  Idea  6t  Good,  from  whence  Pru- 
dence floweth,  that  (lie  may  gouerne  their  adions  accor- 
ding to  Gods  will,  and  to  the  profit  of  humane  focietie. 
Thccffcasof  Therefore  it  is  from  knowledge  and  reafon  gotten  in  the 
ftudie  of  wifedome  by  the  grace  ofGod/rom  whence  the 
vertue  of  Prudence  proceedeth,  wliich  is  that  rule  of  all 

' the 
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theaftionsof  man/whereby  through  good  andfagead- 
iiice  he  difcerneth  and  choofeth  good  from  bad  , that 
which  is  profitable  from  the  contrarie^to  the  end  he  may 
fliun  the  one  and  pradife  the  other.  This  is  that  which  A- 
riUotle  faith,  that  the  office  of  Prudence  confilkth  in  skill 
to  confult  and  to  choofe,to  the  end  to  execute  that  which 
vertue  commandeth,namely,  HonclHe  and  decencie,and 
that  for  no  other  refped  than  for  the  lone  thereof.  And 
therforc  wife  men  haue  put  a difference  hctwQQm  Sctefice 
and  Prudence,  faying,  that  Science  \%  a dead  knowledge  of  encc  and^m- 
things,  which  of  it  felfe  cannot  change  the  will  in  fuch 
fortjthatit  may  imbrace  and  follow  the  knowen  good,  or 
aiioid  thecuill : whichiseuidentin  wicked  men  endued 
with  knowledge.  But  Prudence  is  a bcame  proceeding 
from  that  true  funne,which  doth  not  only  illuminate  and 
lighten  the  vnderftanding,but  alfo  warmeth  and  kindlcth 
the  affedion.  This  vertue  ( faith  Bia6  one  of  the  Sages  of 
Grsecia)  isamongft  thereft  of  thevcrtues,  as  the  fight  is  pared  to  the 
amongftthe  fiuefenfesof  mans  bodie : thereby  giuingvs 
to  vndei  fhndjthat  as  the  eie,of al  the  other  fenfes  is  mod 
beautifull,fubtill,and  pearcing,  fo  the  vertue  of  Prudence 
by  hir  quicke  and  cleere  light  diredeth  and  condiideth  al 
vermes  in  their  good  and  commendable  operations.  It 
is  by  hir  that  man  is  alwaies  clothed  with  a milde  and  fet- 
led  difpofition, whereof  he  dandeth  no  leffe  in  need,  than 
a fhip  floating  on  the  fea  doth  of  the  prefence  of  a pilot, 
that  he  may  prudently  vndertake,  & wifely  execute  w.har- 
foeuer  he  knoweth  to  be  good,aftcr  mature  deliberation, 
and  confideration  of  all  the  circumflances  of  the  fad. 

Morall  philofophers  attributed  three  eies  to  this  vertue  prudence  haih  ' 
of  Prudence, namely,  Memorie,Vnderftanding,  and  Pro-  ‘^f^ccies. 
uidence  : which  three  things  Cicero  calleth  the  parts  of 
Prudence.  With  theflrftfne  beholdeth  the  time  pad: : with 
the  fecond,'the  time  prefent : with  the  third,  the  time  to 
come.  Moreouer,a  prudent  and  wife  man, by  the  confide- 
ration  of  things  paft  : andpf  that  which  hath  followed 
fince,iudgeth  of  that,which  in  the  like  cafe  may  fall  out  in 
the  time  following.  And  after  long  deliberation,  heex- 

pedeth 
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pefteth  thetimes.waigheththe  dangers,andknoweththe 
occafions:  and  then,yeelding  now  and  then  to  the  times, 
but  alwaies  to  neceffitie,  fo  it  be  not  againft  dutie,  he 
boldly  fetteth  his  hand  to  the  worke.  For  this  caule  Ifi- 
crates  faid,that  a prudent  man  ought  to  remember  things 
part,  to  vfe  things  prefent,  and  to  forefee  things  to  come, 

- . A prudent  man  (faith  DemoHhenes  ) accounteth  it  a point 
of  follie  to  fay  when  a thing  is  com  to  r^oHldhatic 

thomht  it  could  haue  beene  I Now  Prudence  is  apparant  in 
. him  that  poffefTeth  hir,  firft  by  the  rule  and  gouernmenc 
of  his  perfon,  whether  it  be  in  things  within  him,  as  in  his 
maners  and  conditions,or  in  outward  things  concerning 
hisbodie,  as  in  fobrietie  of  diet,  comely  intcrtainmcnt, 
good  houfe-keeping,  commendable  vfe  of  his  fubftance 
and  riches.  Of  which  perfedions  and  other  praife-wor- 
thieefteds  that  flow  from  Prudence  vndcr  tho  name  of 
fundrie  vertues,we  are  to  intreat  particularly  heerafter,as 
alfo  how  a prudent  man  being  adorned  with  them  may 
firft  become  a good  Oeconomift,  that  is,  a gouernor  and 
fatherofafamilie,  and  after  attaine  to  that  great  vertue 
of  politicall  knowledge,  which  is  the  art  of  skilfull  gouer- 
ning  & ruling  a multitude  of  men.  And  then  although  he 
doubtnot,butthatitisanadof  Prudence  to  know  what 
is  good  and  profitable  for  the  Common-wealth , yet  that 
he  may  knowe  howe  to  execute  that  office  with  a perfed 
and  abfolute  vertue,  he  fccketh  for  all  occafions  to  profit 
the  fame,  and  vnto  what  place  of  authoritie  fo'euer  he  be 
The  praife-wor-  called,he  alwaics  flieweth  foorth  dutifulleffeds  of  a good 
pmdSet man.He  neuer  giueth  or  taketh  but  good  counfel,and  ai:. 

waies  vttereth  the  fame  freely.  He  is  able  (faith  ?Uto)  to 
difeerne  the  good  from  the  bad.  He  helpeth  innocencie, 
and  corredeth  malice.  He  is  not  aftoniflied  for  any  fcare, 
nor  altereth  his  mind  for  difpraife  or  commendation : he 
is  not  difeouraged  through  violence  or  falfeaccufations, 
neither  is  prefled  downe  with  forrow,  or  puffed  vp  ufith 
profperitie.  And  as  one  not  ignorant  of  the  vneertaintie 
of  worldly  things, he  abideth  conftant  in  all  changes,  and 
like  to  himfelfe,  knowing  how  to  choofe  the  leflc  euill  in 

all 
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ail  inconuenienccs,as  the  better.  He  flieweth  himfelfe  va- 
liant in  all  things.  He  is  maifler  of  his  pleafures,&  know- 
eth  how  to  command  himfelfe.  He  can  reape  profit  by 
moftfinifter accidents,  yeaby  hisgreateftenimies , and 
yet  hurt  them  not.Thc  conuerfation  ot  the  prudent  is  al- 
■waies  healthful!  and  profitable.  His  quips,  his  laughters, 

his  fports  are  not  without  fome  fruit,  hauing  in  them  a 

certaine  powerto  corred  and  moue  thofc  that  do  amilTe. 

He  beleeueth  not  (faith  Heradinu)  any  thing  lightly,  but 
is  a feuere  examiner  of  fhe  truth.  To  be  (Itorc,  Prudence 
caufeth  a man  to  refer  all  his  adions  both  priuate  and 
publike  to  the  beft  end,  whichis,  to  feme  God,  and  to 
profit  his  neighbor.  This  did  Socrates  teach  very  well, fay- 
ing, that  All  the  defires  and  inclinations  of  our  foule  gui- 
ded by  prudence  tende  to  happines.  Wherin  we  may  note  conumcir 

the  indiffoluble  coniundionof  allthemorallvertues,  of 
which  no  one  can  be  had  perfedly,  but  with  hir  compani- 
ons,  albeit  ech  of  diem  haue  hir  particular  & proper  du- 
de. *But  prudence  isefpecially  nccefiarie  in  them  all,  as  it 
will  yet  better  appeere  in  the  further  handling  therof,  al- 
beit the  effeds  hereunder  mentioned  of  this  firft  vertue 
being  narrowly  confidered,  may  giue  vs  fufficient  proofe 
thereof.  Now  to  incite  and  Hit  vsvp  to  imbraceit  with 
greater  zeale  and  affedion,  and  to  Iceke  alter  all  meanes 
of  obtaining  it,cither  by  good  inftrudion,  or  by  long  vfe 
of  things,  let  vs  call  to  mind  certaine  examples  of  the  an- 
cients, thereby  to  marke  what  woonderful  fruits  this  ver- 
tue of  Prudence  hath  brought  foorth  in  them.If  we  conlf- 
derall  the  heroicall  fads  of  thewmrthieftcaptainesand 
generals  of  armies  that  euer  were,  we  fliall  finde  that  they 
brought  them  to  parte  more  by  prudence,  than  by  any 
other  force  and  meane.  Which  thing  Alexander  the  great, 
and  firft  Monarke  of  the  Grecians  knowing  very  well, 
whenfoeuerany  fpeech  or  comparifon  was  made  before 
him  of  Vertue  or  Science,  he  al  waies  had  this  verfe  of  T/o- 
wjft  in  his  mouth  : In  counfellmp:,and,valia}itinthe  fight : as 

if  he  would  haue  faid,  that  of  all  vertues  Prudence  was 
moft  prince-like,  and  that  proweffe  was  pradifed  by 

meanes 
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meanes  thereof.  And  indeed  he  being  richly  endued  ther- 
with,vndertooke  the  conqueft  of  the  Perfian  empire,  yea 
of  all  the  world,  when  he  had  but  thirtie  thoufand  foote- 
ofthepm-  men,  and  fewer  thoufand  horfemen,  with  mcnie  and  vic- 
tuals  to  fumilh  them  onely  for  thirtie  dales  . But  what? 
The  meanes  wherunto  he  trufted  was  Prudence,  followed 
of  Patience, Valure  and  Temperancie,  wherevyith  the  ftu- 
die  of  philofophy  had  furnilhed  him  for  his  voiage.  In  this 
iourney  he  did  not  onely  in  two  battailes  ouerthrowe 
X)<^r//^monarkeofthe  Perlians,  who  had  aboue.twelue 
hundred  thoufand  men,  but  alfo  brought  vnderfubiefti- 
onfifteenefundry  nations , and  tooke  hue  thoufand  ci- 
ties and  townes,and  laboured  to  put  in  reall  execution  & 
pradife  that  forme  of  gouernment  of  eftate,  which  was  fo 
greatly  efteemed  of  Zeno  theStoick  philofopher , & ten- 
ded in  effed  to  this  end,that  all  men  generally  might  Hue 
togither,  not  being  diuided  by  townes,peoples  and  nati- 
ons,nor  feparated  by  particuler  lawes,rightes  & cuftomes, 
but  that  we  Hiould  take  all  men  for  our  countrimen  and 
fellow  citizens  : that  as  there  is  but  one  world , fo  there 
might  be  but  one  kinde  of  life.Thus  did  this  prudent  and 
vertuous  monarch  giue  out  that  he  was  fent  from  hcauen 
to  be  a common  refourmer , gouernour,  and  reconcilour 
of  the  whole  world , fo  that  he  imploied  all  his  might  to 
reduce  and  bring  to  ciuilitie  barbarous  kings,  to  plant 
Graecian  cities , that  they  might  Hue  ciuilly  amongH:  the 
vntamed  and  fauage  nations,  and  eftabliihed  euery  where 
lavves  and  a peaceable  kinde  of  life,  euen  amongft  vnbri- 
deled  people,  who  neuer  heard  word  fpoken either  of 
. peace  or  lawes . Thofe  whom  he  could  not  aflemble  toge- 
ther by  perfwafion  of  reafon,  he  conflrained  by  force  of 
armes , fo  that  he  caufed  them  all  to  drinke  as  ye  would 
fay, in  the  fame  cup  ofloue  &friendfliip,by  intermingling 
their  Hues,  maners , mariages  and  falhions  of  Huing.  He 
..  commanded  that  al  men  Huing  fliould  account  the  whole 

habitable  earth  for  their  country,and  his  campe,for  their 
caftle  and  tower  of  defen  ce,and  that  all  good  men  fliould 
be  of  kin  one  to  another,and  the  wicked  onely  ftrangers. 

More- 
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Moreouer,  he  willed  ^ that  theGrsecian  and  Barbarian 
(hoLild  no  more  be  dihingiiied  by  their  garments,  but 
that  the  Grstcian  fliould  be  knowne  and  difcerned  by 
vertue,  and  the  Barbarian  by  vice,  accounting  all  ver- 
tuous  men  Gr2:cians,  and  all  vicious  men  Barbarians. 
Therefore faid  very  well,  that  they  who  w'cre  ta- 
med and  brought  vndcr  his  yoke  were  a great  deale  more 
happie than thofe that efcaped  his  power,  bicaufe  thefe 
men  had  none  to  caufe  them  to  leaue  of  from  lining  mi- 
ferablic,  and  the  other  were  compelled  by  the  conqueror 
to  liue  happily.  Whereby  he  deferued  nolclfethe  name 
ofa  great  philofopher,  than  did  Socrates  and 

others, w^ ho  although  they  wTote  nothing,yct  w^ere  fo  cal- 
led,for  their  maner  of  life,  and  for  that  which  they  fpake, 
did  and  taught.  In  all  which  things  Alexa-ader  2i^^xoQ\\- 
ing  next  vnto  them,w'ent  alfo  beyond  them  in  this , that 
they  taught  men  ofgoodvnderftandings,  namely  fuch  as 
were  Grecians  as  well  as  themfelues,  and  that  without 
great  paine  and  trauell:  but  this  monark  fuftaining  infi- 
; nice  labor, and  cheerefully  flieadins  his  bloud  did  change 
' into  a better  eflate,and  reformed  the  rude  maners  of  in- 
numerable fauagepeople,euen  of  fuch  as  were  brutilh  by 
nature.  Now  let  vs  fpeake  of  the  hrft  Romaine  Em- 
perour.  Was  it  not  prudence  efpecially  that  prepared  ofrhepra- 
the  way  for  him  to  fo  mightie  an  empire,  hrft  by  reconci- 
I ling  together  Crajfiis  and  Pompey,  two  of  the  greatefl:  Ro- 
I maine  Senators,  by  W' hofe  fauor  he  obtained  afterwardes 
thedignitieofConfullhip  ? When  he  was  placed  thcrin, 
being  defirous  to  win  the  good  wnl  of  the  people  & know- 
ing that  he  w^as  alreadie  wxll  vnder  propped  of  the  Sena- 
tours,  he  preferred  many  lawes  in  their  behalfe.  Befides 
he  was  very  fumptuous  and  popular, if  euer  any  Romaine 
was , not  (paring  any  coft  vpon  plaies , tiirneies,  feaftes, 
largelfeSjand  other  baits  to  curry  fauor  with  the  meaner 
fort  of  the  people, and  to  gaine  the  honor  and  credite  of 
a man  that  is  gratiou  s and  charitable  towards  the  poore. 

And  wd-icn  he  w-as  fent  to  take  vpon  him  the  gouernment 
oftheGaules,he  warred  there  ten  } eeres  , being  guided 
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by  sn  vii{pc3.k(ible  prudence,  that  accompanied  with 
diliaence  and  forecaft:  fo  that  by  vfing  all  occafions  wife- 
ly & to  purpofe , he  fubdued  there  three  hundred  fundry 
nations,  tooke  eight  hundred  townes  & in  manie  battels 
difeomfited  three  millions  of  men.  The  commentaries 
which  he  wrote  himfelfe,declare  fufficieiitly  that  his  own 
vertue  wrought  more  exploits  than  all  his  armie . Of  this 
alfo  he  gauc  proofe  enough  in  the  beginning  of  the  ciuill 
warre  betweene  him  and  P ot»pejr,w herein  he  vied  fuch  di- 
ligence, that  comming  out  of  Fraunce  he  made  himfelfe 
rnaifterofall  Italy  in  threefcore  daies,  without  any  effu- 
fion  ofbloud,and  drone  away  his  enimy . And  Dcfra.who 
(as  fome  fay)confpired  his  death, in  an  epiftlc  calleth  him 
a monller  of  prudence  and  of  incredible  diligence.  Was  it 
c*far  noted  jjqj  prudeiice  whereby  he  noted  two  faults  in  Pomtey, 
InPompe”.  which  after  were  the  caufe  of  his  ouerthrow  ? The  firft  in 

an  in  counter  of  their  armies^  wherein  C<ifir  being  at  that 
time  the  weaker  had  the  woorft . And  when  he  perceiued 
that  his  enimy  purfued  him  not_,but  retired  to  his  campe, 
he  faidjhe  vidorie  this  day  was  in  the  power  of  our  eni- 
mies^but  their  captaine  could  notperceiue  it.  The  other 
fault  which  he  noted  was  at  the  battel  of  Pharfalia^where 
Pompev  was  quite  ouerthrow ne  , becaufe  he  charged  his 
fouldiers  being  ranged  in  battell  to  (land  ftill  in  their 
places, and  fo  to  attend  their  enimies.  Then  C^fir  faide, 
that  in  (b  dooing  Pontpey  tooke  from  his  fouldiers  the  ve- 

hemencieandviolenceofgiuingthconfet,  which  is  asa 

fpurre  vnto  them  in  their  race , befides  the  heate  of  cou- 
rage which  this  fpeedie  running  forward  worketh  in  the. 
We  fee  then  how  necelTarie  this  vertue  of  prudence  is  in 
MtfiUHi  featsof  warre,  which  caufed  AgefiUm  king  of  Lacedemo- 

’ nia,after  great  lolfes  fuftained  by  the  violence  of  Epamiy 
generall  captaine  of  th^  Thebanes,to  fay  to  his 
men,  that  they  (hould  not  greatiy\  care  for  the  multitude 
of  their  enimies,  but  bend  all  their  force  again  ft  £/?4w/- 
rjondas  onely,  bicaufe  none  but  wife  & prudent  men  were 
-valiant, and  the  onely  caufe  of  vidorie.  And  therefore  if 
they  could  beate  him  downe,  they  (hould  vndoubtedly 
^ haue 
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haue  the  reft  at  their  deiiotion.  As  indeed  it  came  to  pafte 
inthatbattell  which  they  fought  togither,  wherein  the 
Lacedemonians  halfedifcomfited,  one  of  thofe  that  fled 
being purfued  by  Efamwonda6, turned  back  and  flew  him; 
wherupon  the  reft  tooke  fuch  courage,  and  the  Thebans 
were  fo  difmaied,  that  the  vidorie  remained  with 
Jtlam.  Now  if  in  warfare  prudence  beareth  fuch  a ftroake, 
whodoubteth  but  that  in  ciuiland  politikegouernment 
{heisasneceflarie,or  rathermore  ? Diuine‘P/^r<?  in  his 
booke  of  a common- wealth  faith,  that  if  a man  woulde 
do  notable  ads  woorthy  of  perfed  praife  intheadmini- 
ftrationof  thecommon-wealth,  he  muft  haue  prudence 
and  iuftice,  followed  ofpower  and  fortune.  But  we  may 
further  fay, that  onely  prudence  hath  fet  aloft  and  prefer- 
ued  many  great  eftates  from  mine  and  fubuerfion.  The 
Athenians  being  diuided  and  banded  into  three  contra- 
rie  parts  and  fadions,  Solon  being  very  prudent  and  wife, 
would  not  ioinehimfelfe  to  any  of  them,  but  kept  him- 
felfe  indifferent  to  all , pradifing  & fpeaking  whatfoeuer 
lie  could  deuife  to  ioine  & reconcile  them  togither  again. 
Wherein  he  behaued  himfelfe  fo  well , that  being  chofen 
by  them  all  for  the  onely  pacifier  and  reformer  of  their 
cftate,he  placed  it  in  greater  glorie  than  euer  it  was  in  be- 
fore, by  his  prudent  and  wife  lawes  which  were  rcceiued 
as inuiolable.The  prudence  of Lycurgm, the  reformer  and 
lawmaker  of  the  Lacedemonians,  was  the  caufe  of  the 
maintenance  of  their  eftate  aboue  flue  hundred  y€cres,fo 
that  it  was  thechiefeftin  all  Gra:cia  both  for  glorie  and 
excellencie  of  gouernment,from  whence  they  fell  not  vn- 
till  fuch  time  as  they  wholy  negleded  thofe  goodly  ordi- 
nances and  lawes  which  he  left  them . A prudent  man  al- 
waies  giuerh  good  counfaile,  and  vttcreth  the  fame  free- 
ly, being  alfo  a good  and  willing  helpe  to  innocencie. 

Phocion  fpeaking  his  mindeone  day  in  the  counfell  cham-  'Phodon, 
ber  of  the  Athenians,  againft  the  enterprifing  of  a certain 
war, and  feeing  that  his  aduife  fo  greatly  difpleafed  them, 
that  they  would  not  giue  him  leaue  to  vtter  his  minde,  he 
fpake  freely  vnto  them  in  this  maner : Y e may  peraduen- 
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ture(0  Athenians ) force  me  to  do  that  which  ought  not 
to  be  done,  but  ye  can  not  conftraineme  tofpeake  any 
thing  contrary  to  my  opinion  that  ought  not  to  be  fpo- 
kenorcounfailed.  T)emoBhenes  knowing  the  innocencie 
ofapoore  woman  drav/ne  intoiudgement  with  danger 
of  being  ouerthrowne , failed  hir  by  his  great  prudence. 
For  two  Grangers  hauing  giueri  hir  a good  fumme  of  mo- 
ney,to  kcepe  with  this  condition,  that  (he  Qiould  not  re- 
ftore  it  to  the  one  except  the  other  were  alfo  prefent, 
within  a while  after  one  of  them  came  very  forrowfull  fai- 
ning  that  his  companion  was  dead,  and  bringing  fome 
counterfeit  token  therof  with  him.  Wherupon  he  fo  per- 
fwaded  this-  poore  woman  , who  ment  (imply  &:  plainly, 
that  (he  redored  the  inonie  to  him . Afterwards  the  other 
came,&  demanding  the  money  alfo, brought  this  woman 
before  a iudge,who  being  without  hope  of  efcaping,7)<?- 
?mfihenes  anhvered  for  hir,  that  (lie  offred  to  giue  him  the 
money  fo  that  he  brought  his  fellow,  bicaufe,  as  himfelfe 
confeifed , (lie  ought  not  to  giue  it  to  the  one  without  the 
other.  The  profite  which  a prudent  man  draweth  from 
his  enimiesisin  this,  that heknowethand  taketh  them 
for  fpieSjfor  enuiers  athislife,  andioint-labourcrs  with 
him  for  honor  and  glory : wherupon  he  is  the  more  care- 
full  that  his  dooings  may  be  blameles.  And  to  this  pur-; 
pofe anfwered  wifely  to  one,  who  demanded 
how  he  might  be  auenged  on  his  enimie  : By  making  thy 
felfe  fquoth  he)  a vertuous  and  good  man.  Moft  (inifter 
accidents  likewife  turne  to  the  profite  of  a prudent  man . 
For  being  long  time  before  prepared  for  alleiients  , the 
woorft  that  happen  confinne  him  further  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  vneertaintie  of  humaine  things,  and  lift  him 
vp  (o  much  the  more  to  the  contemplation  of  heauenly 
things  , that  he  may  defire  nothing  but  the  blefled  im- 
mortalitie  of  the  foule.  <LAnaxagoraii\c2xm^  newes  of  his  ( 
fonnes  death,  faid  nothing  but  this , that  he  knew  he  had 
begotten  him  a mortall  creature.  The  forefight  of  pru- 
dence maketh  it  alfo  to  be  greatly  admired.  Marcus  Cato, 
whenhefavrthatPe?;?^^  ioined  himfelfe  in  league  with 
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j Cafar, told  him,  that  he  did  put  Cafirs  yoke  vpon  his  own 
I necke,  which  then  he  pcrceiued  not , but  that  fl:iortIy  it 
I would  weigh  heauy  vpon  him  , and  then  fliould  he  finde 
I himfelfe  taken  and  tied.  A prudent  man  is  not  amafed 
I through  feare  either  ofblame  or  of  falfe  accufation , but 
alwaiesgoeth  with  his  head  vpright,  trufting  to  his  inno- 
|j  ccncie,  and  to  his  owne yertue.  Sciph  Africaniu  being  ac- 
i cufedofmany  things  by  the  Tribunes  of  the  people,  an- 
fwered  nothing  to  the  crimes  laid  againft  him , but  onely 
faide  thus  : In  fuch  a day  as  this  is,  firs,  I ouercame  both  The  prudence 
Carthage  and  Hannibal , and  therefore  I am  now  going  ^ 
totheCapitoll  tofacrifice  to  A^i^<?rthe  beftand  greateft  vnkftfccuS^ 
God,and  to  giue  him  thanks  for  the  vidory.In  the  meane 
while  ifany  man  long  to  proceed  againft  me  in  iudge- 
inent,let  him  doit.  After  he  had  fofaid,  he  wenttowards 
theCapitoll,  being  followed  of  his  friends,  and  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  Senators.  When  the  people  faw  this, 
they  like  wife  accompanied  him,  fothatin  fteadof  con- 
deinning  him,  they  caufed  him  in  a maner  to  triumph  a- 
gaine.  Emilm  Scaurm  being  alfo  accufed  of  a certaine  ^mlUat  Sem^ 
crime  by  /^^r//«,made  this  onely  anfwer : O ye  Romanes,  r«/. 

Varim  affinneth  this  crime  laid  againft  me  to  be  true,and 
ScaurHi  denieth  it : whom  will  ye  rather  bcleeue } By  this 
wife  and  couragious  anfwere  he  made  the  accufation  of 
no  effed,  bicaufe  his  honeftie  was  well  knowen  to  euery 
one.The  conuerfation,  affemblies,  laughters,  quips,  and 
paftimes  of  prudent  men  are  neuer  without  fome  profit. 

TUto  in  his  booke  intituled  Comimum,  that  is,  a feaft,  dif> 

I courfeth  of  the  laft  end  of  mens  adions,  and  of  the  foue- 
reigne  and  chiefe  good  of  man,  but  yet  in  very  familiar  ^ 
fpeeches,by  certaine  examples,  and  pleafant  fidions,and 
deuifes  fit  for  the  time  and  place,  and  not  with  Terious  . 
and  graue  words,  ashevfetntodoin  his  other  writings, 
i Moreouer,  learned  deuifes  arethefportsand  delightsof  Thefportsof 
: wife  men,  who  account  all  other  paftimes  vaine  and  vn- 
i befeeming  them,  and  as  hinderances  and  lets  rather  of 
I their  pleafure,than  occafions  of  any  recreation.Notwith- 
I fianding, wifely  applying  themfelues  to  places  & perfons, 

I j they 
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they  can  in  their  ferious  difcourfes  intermingle  fome  ho-  | 
neft  paftimes,  but  yet  not  altogither  without  profit.  As  } 
Plato  in  his  forefaid  feaft  interlaceth  certame  comicall  ' 
fpeeches  of  loue,  howbeit  all  the  reft  of  the  fupper  there 
was  nothing  but  wile  difcourfes  of  philofophie.  ALace- 
picafant&yings  demoniaii  being  asked  of  a certaine  matter  by  an  other, 
fuiofdoanne.  ^nj-^^.g^ed  cleane  contrarie  to  the  truth . And  when  the 
other  told  him  that  he  lied,  behold  ( quoth  he  againe  ) 
what  a foole  thou  art  to  aske  me  that,  which  thou  know-,  ., 
eft  well  ynough.  Diogenes  in  a great  affemblie  of  people,||  n 
— ' purpofcly  going  backward , and  feeing  that  euery  one  , 

laughed  at  him , asked  them  alowd  if  they  were  not  aflia-  Kli 
med  to  mocke  him  forgoing  backward  when  he  walked, 
whereas  they  did  fo  all  their  life  time.  And  as  AriHipptu  on 
a time  beheld  him  wafliing'of  coleworts  for  his  fupper,  ho 
faid  vnto  him  : If  thou  didft  Vao's.'(Diogenes)'aoM/  to  obeyj||| 
kings,  andtofeeke  them  out,  thou  wouldeft  not  walhOT 
coleworts.And  thou  ^riBippits  (quoth  he)if  thou  kneweftjjjj; 
howto  walh  coleworts,  thou  wouldeft  not  feme  kings,  J 
butliueatlibertie.  What  profitable  dodrinemay  aman|L| 
draw  out  of  thefe  philofophicall  difports  and  lefts  ? Fur-H, 
Aprudentman  thet,  a ptudent  man  ileuer  beleeueth  any  thing  ou5<'-|r 
doth  not  ouer-  lightly,  but  laieth  afide  all  reputation  and  credit  of  him® 
any  thingl^"''^  that  fpeaketh^and  examineth  the  fpecch  by  it  felfe : fo  farP 
is  he  from  giuing  credit  to  an  ignorant  or  naughtie  fel-1 
low".  Neither  will  he  be  dazeled  with  fine  and  eloquentl| 
fpeech,  but  (as  Zem  faid)  confidereth  whether  his  fpeecht 
be  tempered  With  fenfe  andreafon,  thatfohemayiudgeM 
foundly  of  the  truth,  and  take  order  thereafter.  O whatr 
number  of  examples  to  this  purpofe  might  be  aliedgedj 
of  the  great  harme  that  hath  followed  the  credulitie  and|i 
light  beliefe  of  magiftrates  , gouernors,  and  heades  of^ 
monarchies  and  nations.  Alas,  ourpoore  France  hath 
but  too  great  experience  thereof  to  hir  confufion  and 
and  deftrudion.  But  this  matter  may  offer  it  felfe  heer- 
after  to  be  more  amply  handled , as  alfo  other  effeds  of 
Prudence,  which  I haue  briefly  touched  . In  the  meane 
while  we  will  conclude,  that  Prudence  is  an  excellent  gift 
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of  God, that  it  is  the  guide  and  light  of  all  the  morall  ver- 
tues,  from  whence  all  good  and  noble  adionshaue  their 
being  and  beginning,  and  that  without  it  a man  can  do 
nothing  that  is  excellent  and  praife- worthy. 


Of  want  of prudence  and  of  Ignorance, of ma/ice 
andfihi/tie,  Chapin, 

A R A w-TW  T O man  (faith  diuine  Tlato ) can  be  hurt  or 
deceiued  but  by  himfelfe.  Which  propofi- 
^ tion  at  the  firft  fight  may  feeme  fomwhat 
abfurd.But  if, being  well  inftruded  in  philofophie,we  wil 
follow  the  opinion  of  the  ancient  Sages,  that  ivhatfoeuer 
we  fee  of  the  bodie  fubieli  to  fght,  is  not  man,  hut  that  the  foule  How  none  can 
onelj, which  is  inuiftble  andimmortall,  is  that  which  truly  ought  to  WmfeTfe.'^''^^ 
he  called  man,  and  that  whereby  we  lme,andforwhich  we  ought  to 
Hue,  it  is  out  of  doubt,  that  none  can  hurt  our  foules  but 
our  felues.  The  kniues  wherewith  we  hurt  ohr  foules  are 
either  want  of  prudence,  or  Malice,  which  are  as  perniti- 
ous  things,  as  can  come  to  man,  feeing  by  them  hecom- 
mittethallfinnesand  olFenceswhatfoeuer,  and  by  them 
hurteth  himfelfe  onely,  when  as  oftentimes  he  thinketh 
to  offend  another.  As  then  in  our  former  difeourfe  we 
hauefeene  the  laudable  effeds  of  Vertueand  Prudence, 
fo  let  vs  now  confider  my  Companions  of  the  dangerous 
fruits  of  thefe  two  vices,  which  are  altogither  contrarie 
vntoit. 

^ A c H I T o E.  If  the  blind  lead  the  blind  both  will  fall 
into  the  pit  ; andhe  that  knoweth  his  maifters  will,  and 
doth  it  not,  fliall  be  much  more  chafticed  than  the  igno- 
rant, So  that  both  want  of  prudence  and  malice  are  two 
plagues  in  the  foule  greatly  to  be  feared  : and  therefore 
Bias  faith,^^’  neither  (imple  nor  fubtill, 

A s E R,  Herillus'xhQ  Chalcedonian  affirmed,  that  Sci- 
ence was  the  fouereigne  good.  But  we  fee  contrariwife 
many  excellent  men  for  skill  and  dodrine,  who  liue  moft 
wickedly.  So  that  in  my  opinion  ific  be  not  accompanied 

I ij  with 
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with  vertuous  deedes , it  ought  rather  to  be  called  the 
chiefeft  euil : forafmuch  as  he  that  finneth  through  igno- 
rance, ismoreexcufabkthanthemalitious,whofinneth 
vctuow  aai-  wittingly.  And  for  defence  of  my  faying,  befides  the  au- 
ons  are  to  be  thoritie  of  the  fcripture,  I haue  TUo,  who  faith,  that  Sci- 

knowied^e.  ciicc  withoutthc  knowledge  and  pradife  of  that  which  is 
good,  is  very  pernitious.  But  let  vs  harken  to  A m a n a, 
who  will  difcourfe  vnto  vs  more  at  large  of  thefe  two  vi- 
ces,want  of  difcretion,and  malice  or  fubtiltie. 

A M A N A.  All  vertue  being  in  the  midft  of  two  vices,  , 
theoneofthemiscleanecontrarievntoit,  and  theotherj^  ^ j 
being  more  dangerous,  feeketh  to  couer it  felfewith  hir  ' ]! 
name,  and  it  is  called  of  the  philofopher  a falfe  follower 
ofvertue.  For  this  cauie  they  placed  want  of  prudence^^.| 
which  vice  is  in  thedefea,at  the  right  handofprudence  ;g| 
^ and  at  the  left  hand,Malice  or  Craft,  which  is  the  exce{fe,l| 
andcaulethaman  tofinne,  not  through  ignorance,  bucF^ 
by  deceit  and  fubtiltie,  and  that  vnder  the  name  of  Pru-  J I 
dence.  Firft  then  let  vs  confider  of  want  of  prudence  or 
vnskilfulnes,  and  of  theeffeds  thereof  in  the  foiile.  Vn- 
Whacwantof  skilfulnes  proceeding,or  rather  being  the  fame  thing  that 
piudcnccis.  ignorance  is,caufeth  a man(as  Anfiotk  faith)to  iudge  euil 

of  things,  to  deliberate  worfe , not  to  know  how  to  take 
theaduantage  of  prefent  good  things,  but  to  conceiue  ill 
of  thofe  things  that  are  good  and  honed  in  mans  life.  And 
as  Prudence  is  the  knowledge  of  that  which  ought  to  be 
done  or  left  vndone,  fo  vnskilfulnes  is  the  ignorance  of 
thofe  felfe  fame  things,  and  is  alwaies  followed  of  incon- 
tinencie,of  want  of  ciuilitie,  and  of  forgetfulnes . Briefly, 
want  of  prudence  is  fo  contagious  and  pedilent  a thing 
in  the  mind  of  man,that  all  other  infirmities  of  the  fpirit, 
wherewithal!  it  is  commonly  moleded , and  all  cuill  adi- 
ons  feeme  to  proceed  from  the  fame.  And  truly  wherefo- 
eiier  it  is,there  neither  God  can  be  truly  honored  and  fer- 
ued,  nor  vice  auoided,  norany  adion,  either  publike  or 
priuate  can  be  orderly,  and  accordingto  dutie  executed. 
For  as  a weake  and  difeafed  fight  cannot  behold  the  light 
of  the  funne/o  an  vnskilfull  foule  cannot  know  the  truth, 

Vnskilfulnes 


and  of  Malice  and  Subtiltie. 

Vnskilfulnes  caufeth  a man  to  fall  into  feueritie  ^ when  he 
thinks  to  exercifciuftice.  If  hew^ould  be  liberall,  hebc- 
commeth  prodigall.  If  he  thinketh  to  aiioid  fuperfluirie, 
he  fallethinto  couetoufnes.  If  he  haue  any  apprehenfion 
of  the  diuine  nature, he  confiimeth  hisfoule  with  a confu- 
fed fcare  through  fuperftition.  If  his  mind  cannot  con- 
ceiue  that  there  is  a moft  happy  and  blclTed  nature,forth- 
with  he  iLidgcth,that  there  is  none  at  alhand  thus  guided 
by  ignorance  all  his  defircs  and  inclinations  tend  to  wret- 
chednesand  miferie.  Morcouer,  faith*  that  igno- 

rance taketh  away  the  fight  of  the  mind  from  thofe  that 
are  tainted  therewith,  asblindnes  taketh  away  the  fight 
ofcorporall  eies  from  thofe  that  lacke  their  fight.  And 
further  he  teftifierh,  that  the  ignorant  mind  is  vile  and 
wretched,  and  that  it  is  more  expedient  not  to  line  at  all, 
than  to  line  in  ignorance.  But  if  we  giue  credit  to  Cicero^ 
he  onely  liueth  indeed  and  polfefieth  a foule,  who  fetling 
himfelfe  to  fome  good  matter,  feeketh  after  renowme  by 
fome  notable  fad,  or  by  fome  good  art.  It  is  good  (faith 
Socmtes)io  leaue  off  altogither  the  vfe  of  that  thing  wher- 
of  we  haue  no  skill  to  vfe  it  well.  And  fo  for  thofe  that 
knownothowto  vfe  their  eics,eares,  and  whole  bodie,  it 
were  more  profitable  neither  to  fee,  heare.or  helpe  them- 
fellies  any  way  with  their  bodie.In  like  maner  it  were  bet- 
ter for  him  that  knoweth  not  how  to  vfe  his  foule,to  haue 
none  at  all, than  to  line.  And  ifhe muft  needs  !iue,being 
borne, he  fliould  be  happier  in  theeftate  of  a flaue  than  of 
a free  man . The  fpeech  of  this  wife  philofbpher  expoun- 
deth  it  felfe  fufficiently  , as  tending  to  no  other  end  than 
to  giue  vs  to  vnderftand,that  it  is  better  not  to  be,  yea  ne- 
uer  to  haue  been  borne,  than  through  ignorance  to  fol- 
low vice:  and  further,  thatitis  more  dangerous  when  a 
man  may  freely  do  fo  without  feareof  any  greater  than 
himfelfe.  For  as  droonkennes  engendreth  rage  and  m;id- 
nes,fo  AriHotle  Jignorance  ioinedwith  power  be- 

getteth  infolencie  andfurie.  And  it  is  all  one  ( as 
faith)  to  place  an  ignorant  man  in  authoritie,  as  to  lay  a 
great  burden  vpon  the  ftoulders  of  a man  halfe  dead' 
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through  wcakenes.  All  thefe  things  make  meiudge  an  ig- 
norant man  to  be,  I will  not  onelyf^y>  bke  an  image  ot 
blockeofwood,  butin  a maner  nothing  differing  Irotu 
brute  beafts.  This  caufed  the  ancients  to  vfe  this  faying : 
that  Euery  ignorant  man  roas  euillA  nd  Terence  going  yet  fur^ 
ther  faith,  that  The  earth  beareth  nothing  worfe  thanan 
ignorant  man.  And  in  truth  what  mifehiefs  do  we  not  fee 
to  come  of  ignorance  ? If  a man  beef  a meane  or  bafe 
eftate,  it  maketh  him  good  for  nothing,  fearf  ull,  luperlti- 
tious,  vnprofitable,  needie,  vnciuill,flothfull,  and  y*^ht  to 
euery  good  thing.  If  he  be  mightie  and  rich , befides  that 
he  may  fallintothe  faid  miferies  through  the  fameimper-  I ! 
fedion.he  will  fo  much  the  fooner  become  arrogant,  cru-  i ' 

ell,ra(li,talkatiue,couetous,vnconftant,  giuentovoluptu-  1 

oufnes,andvniuft.  In  a word,  the  more  meanes  heaiali  y 
haue  to  excrcife  vices,  the  richer  in  them  will  he  grow  to  p 
be  through  ignorance  : and  fo  not  being  able  to  gouerne  | 
himfelfc,  he  muft  needs  be  vnwoorthie  to  intermeddle  at 
all  either  in  politicall  or  Oeconomicaligouernment.Ir  an  ^ 
ignorant  m^n  pofTeffe  any  great  benefit  or  felicitie,he  can 
neiier  know  fo  much, before  he  hath  loft  it  againe.  More-  Ijj 
oner,  this  mifehiefe  followeth  him , that  he  can  neuer  ||j 
make  his  profit  of  any  good  counfell,  bicaufeof  the  pre-  mj 
fumption  of  his  owne  opinion,  which  he  alwaies  thinketh  Ijj 
better  than  any  other:  yea  he  fuppofeth  that  nothing  can  1 1 
be  well  done  except  he  put  to  his  helping  hand . , For  ( as 
Menander  faith)  nothing  is  fo  rafli  as  ignorance.  And  the  j i 
more  that  an  ignorant  man  is  liftvpvntofomeexcellen-J 
cie  of  dignitie  or  riches,the  more  vnfufferable  he  is,as  one  i , 
that  knoweth  not  how  to  vfe  them  : fbthat  he  is  pimedjj.^ 
vp  with  pride  aboue  meafure,  and  not  content  with  his 
eftate,  but  driuen  with  ambition,  he  prefumeth  often- 
times to  vndertake  things  againft  all  reafon  and  equine. 
And  contrariwife  if  fortune  change,  he  abafeth  himfelfe 
out  of  meafure,  fhewing  nothing  but  abiedion  of  mind, 
inconftancy  and  impatiencie,and  that  with  fo  gr^t 
ble-and  difquietnes  of  fpirit,  that  oftentimes  he  is  wholie 

befides  himfelfe.  Now  thefe  are  but  fmall  fruits  of  igno- 
rance. 
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ranee, namely, to  make  a man  importunate ; to  caufe  him 
to  ftay  another  that  hath  great  affaires,  faying,  that  he 
hath  many  things  to  communicate  vnto  him,  when  in 
truth  they  will  do  him  but  fmall  pleafure  ; todefireonc 
that  hath  loft  his  fuite  to  beftow  a dinner  vpon  him,  pro- 
mifingto  tell  him  a way  howhe  mayrecoiicritagainc  : 
to  fpeake  ill  of  women,  when  he  is  inuited  to  weddino-s 
orin  their  companie  ; to  requeft  him  to  walkc  that  hath 
alreadie  gone  a great  way  : when  he  feeth  a thing  fold  to 
bring  a chapman  to  the  feller,  who  would  haue  giiien  a 
great  deale  more  for  it : to  repeateone  thing  oftentimes: 
to  Ihew  himfelfe  rcadie  to  do  that  which  a man  would  not 
haue  him  to  do,  and  yet  dare  not  well  denic  it  ‘him  ■:  to 
woonder  at  all  things,  and  to  fpeake  all  in  a word,  an  vn- 
skilfull  man  is  alwaies  in  all  places  and'  in  all  affairesHm- 
ciuill  and  impertinent.  The  examples  of  thefe  forefaid  ef- 
feds  are  but  too  familiar  amongft  vs.  And  firlt  concer- 
ning thefe  of  fmall  and  ineaneeftate  and  condition,  how 
many  millions  of  men  haue  tlKre  been  in  the  ages  paft, 
and  doiiucyet  among  vs,' whofe  life  being  ignorant  of 
euery  good  caule and  reafoh,  is  not  much  vnlike,  and  in 
many  things  worfe  than  that  of  brute  beafts.  Theori^d- 
nail  of  fomany  errors,  foolilh  opinions,  and  impieties, 
hath  it  not  had  paffage  through  the  midftof  their  foules! 
bicaufe  they  hadno  true  knowkdge<>f  the'end  of  their 
being,  nor  of  his  will  by  whom  they  Hue  ? From  thence  it  • 
commeth,that  the  beft  aduifed  among  them  exercife  bafe 
liandicrafts,  not  being  defirous  to  learnc  further : that 
fome  lead  a feriiiie  and  contemptible  life,  bringing  their 
bodies  and  foules  in  fubiedion  to  the  lufts  andwkkcd 
defires  of  the  greater  fort that  others  remaine  idleand 

vnprofirabiefeeking  tomaintaiik  theirliues  by  vhlawfulf 

meanes  : that  all  through  ablockifti  ignorance  depriue 
themfeluesofall  prefent  andeternallfelicitie.  Now  albe- 
it thefe  poore  men,  who  haue  no  great  meanes  to  execute 
their  wicked  derires,may  after  a fort  feeme  tollerable  and 
excufeable  tomahs  iudgemenr,  bicaufethiir- dgriof^ricc^ 
dothnotgreatly  hurt  any  but  thcmfeluesj  yet  it  fallM' 
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out  far  worfe  with  thofe  that  hauc  wealth  at  will  , and 
authoritie  to  command  others,  who  not  knowing  how- 
to vfe  their  goods  well  by  vertuous  deeds  , abufethem 
to  all  vice,  diffolutenes,  and  pleafure  ; whereby  for  the 
moft  part  they  cad  themfelues  headlong  into  infidelitie 
and  Atheirme,bicaufe  they  neucr  had  true  vnderllanding 
of  the  perfed  diuinitie,  nor  yet  confidered  the  perfedion 
of  his  works  both  in  heauen  & earth.  O pitifull  calamity 
abounding  in  this  our  age  more  than  cuer  it  did.A  thou- 
fand  millions  of  Pagans  and  heathens  confidering  that 
there  was  nothing  to  be  mifliked  in  the  heauens,  neither 
any  negligence,dirorder,  or  confufion  in  the  moouing  of 
the  ftars.nor  in  the  feafons  of  the  yeere,nor  in  their  reuo- 
lutions,  norinthecourfeof  the  funne  about  the  earth, 
which  caufeth  the  day  and  the  night,  no  not  in  the  nou- 
rifliingand  preferuation  of  all  forts  of  lining  creatures, 
nor  in  the  generation  of  yeerly  fruits,  and  for  a thoufand 
other  good  confiderations,bcleeued  and  worlhipped  one 
fupremeeternalleffencc, which  gouerneth  all  things.And 
fhall  they  that  carle  the  name  of  Chriftians,  to  w'hom  the 
vnfpeakabletreafuresof  the  heauens  haue  been  opened 
and  offered  with  innumerable  graces,  fliall  they , I fay,' 
doubt, yea  impudently  denie  that  there  is  a G od  ? But  let 
vs  returne  to  our  matter.lt  is  moft  certaine,that  the  high- 
er that  ignorant  men  are  aduancedjfo  much  without  que- 
ftion  are  their  faults  greater  than  thofe  of  meaner  eftate, 
bicaufe  they  are  hurtfull  to  many.  Yea  oftentimes  it  hath 
come  to  paffe,  that  one  onely  fault  of  fuch  a man  hath 
been  the  Ioffe  and  deftrudion  of  an  infinite  number  of 
Nicias  the  general  captain  of  the  Athenians, through 
thefeare  which  he  had  concerned  of  the  darknesof  an 
Bclipfe  of  the  moone,and  not  knowing  the  caufe  thereof, 
ftaied  fo  long  vntill  his  enimies  had  inclofed  him  round 
about:  whereupon  he  was  taken  aliue  of  them,  and  put 
to  death,  befidesthe  lofl'eof  fortie  thoufand  Athenians 
that  were  taken  and  flaine.Who  doubteth  but  that  igno- 
rance .draue  QAligisla,^  T)oinitian  into  fuch  pride &cru- 
eltie.that  whilft  they  fought  to  be  worfhipped  in  ftead  of 
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the  true  God,they  were  the  caufc'of  the  death  & deftruc- 
tion  of  more  than  a hundred  thoiifand  menPIn  the  time  otho  i. 
of  Otho  the  firft  there  fqll  a done  from  heaiien,\vhich  afto- 
nidied  all  Germanic,  and  turned  them  from  profecuting 
an  entcrprife  of  great  waighc  and  importance  for  the  be- 
nefit of  their  countrie.  Ifthey  hadknowenit  tobeana- 
turall  thing, and  fuch  as  had  come  to  paffe  long  before, as 
AriHotle  afhrmeth,  they  had  not  been  fo  fearfull,  nor  re- 
ceiued  that  dammage  to  the  detriment  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  came  to  them  afterward.  Thatfpeechof 
Anaxagoras  a G reeke  philofopher,  agreeable  heerunto,  is 
worthie  to  be  rernem bred, when  he  faid,that  a man  ought  Anaxagoras 
todriueout  of  himfclfe,  and  to  tread  vnder  his  feeteall  fayingagainft 
fuperftitious  feare  of  the  heauenly  fignesand  imprelfions  fca^corcdX 
of  the  aire,  which  worke  great  terror  in  them  that  are  ig-  aUfigncs. 
norant  of  their  caufes,  and  that  feare  the  gods  with  a for- 
lorne  and  amafed  feare,  bicaufe  they  want  that  certaine 
knowledge  thatphilofophie  bringeth,  which  in  fteadofa 
trembling  and  alwaies  terrifying hjperftition,engendreth 
true  deuotion,  accompanied  with  an  afTured  hope  of 
good. Let  vs  looke  a little  into  our  Chronicles,and  confi- 
dcrwhat  profit  our  kings  receiued  by  their  ignorance, 
when  they  were  called  Simple,  when  they  flood  but  for 
images, and  were  feene  of  their  fubieds  but  once  a yeere. 

They  fuffered  their  wife  maifters  of  the  palace  to  take 
knowledge  of,  and  to  order  and  rule  all  things,  whode- 
priuing  them  as  vnworthie  of  all  authoritie,tooke  poflef- 
fipnin  theendoftheircrowne.  Andfurely  it  is  no  lefTe 
gernitious  for  the  greater  fort  toaduance  ignorant  men 
to  charges  and  places  of  honor,  and  to  vfe  their  counfell, 
than  to  be  ignorant  themrelues.For(as  wefaid)ignorancc 
caufeth  him  that  is  aduanced  to  forget  himfelfe , and  lif- 
teth  him  vpinto  all  pride.There  are  amongfl:  vs  too  many 
examples  of  the  ambition  and  prefumption  of  many  ig- 
norant men,  who,  contrarieto7i?r^^<if/^thatrefufedthe " 
Confullhip,  bicaufe  of  his  difeafed  eies,  altogither  blind 
as  they  are,deafe,dumbe,anddeftituteof  all  natural  light, 
of  prudence  and  experience  to  guide  themfelues,  are  not 
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contented  to  manage  the  failesandtacklings,  butdefire 
to  haue  the  rudder  of  the  Common- welth  in  their  hands. 

And  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared^that  fuch  vnskilfull  and  am- 
bitious  men  will  in  the  end  fliew  themfelues  both  in  will 
and  pradife  to  be  imitators  of  one  Cleanderm  outlandiih 
flaue,  who  being  preferred  by  Commodm  the  emperor  to 
goodlie  offices  and  great  places  of  honor,  as  to  be  great 
maifter  of  his  men  of  war,  and  his  chiefe  chamberlaine,  , 
confpired notwithftanding  againft  his  Lord,  feekingto 
attainetothe  imperiall  dignitie  by  feditions,  which  he 
ftirred  vp  in  Rome  betweene  the  people  and  the  foldiers. 

But  through  good  order  taken,  his  enterprife  tooke  no 
effed,  except  the  Ioffe  of  his  owne  head , and  deffruaion 
ofhishoufe.  Although  oftentimes  it  falleth  out  cleane 
contrarie  through  the  iuft  punifhment  of  God/or  the  ig- 
norance and  impietie  as  well  of  the  monarks  themfelues, 
as  of  their  people.  Now  if  fortune  turne  hirfelfeabout, 
and  fet  hir  felfe  neuer  fo  little  againh  an  ignorant  per fon, 
he  is  ftraightway  ouercome  with  a thoufand  perturbati. 
ons,and  vrged  with  defpaire,  as  being  only  grounded  be- 
fore  vpon  the  vaine  and  weake  hope  and  confidence  injJ 
externall  and vneertaine goods.  T^ry^jJdngof Macedo-® 
nia,and  oneofthefuccefforsof  the  great  in  his* 

great  conquefts,  but  not  in  his  vnfpeakable  vertues , was  ^ 
ouercome  in  battel  by  Vadm  Smthm,  chiefe  captain  of  theJL 
Romans,^  was  led  towards  him,Emiliu^,dLS  foon  as  he  favvP| 
him,  arofefrom  his  feate,  and  went  forward  to  receiuey 
and  honor  him,  as  being  a great  perfonage,  and  fallen 
to  thatmifhap  by  the  hazard  of  fortune.  But  Perfes.hdx^gh 
wholie  beaten  downe  through  faintnes  and  bafenes  oraj 
mind,  cafthimfelfeathisfeetevpon  the  ground  udth  hisj|j| 
face  downevvard,  vfingfuch  abied  requefts  and  fiipplica-* 
tions,  andfo  vnbefeemingthe  vertueof  a king,  thatthe  ; 
Conqueror  could  not  abide  them, but  faid  thus  vnto  him: 
Alas  poore  ignorant  man  as  thou  art,  howdoft  thoubyJ|| 
difeharging  fortune  accufe  thy  felfc  in  this  fort  to  be  the^j|^ 
onely  caufe  of  this  ill  fucceffe  that  is  befallen  thee,  feeing 
thou  neuer  deferuedft  that  honor,  which  thou  haft  had 

here- 
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heeretofore,  bicaufc  of  thy  bafe  mind  within  thee,  which 
hath  made  thee  an  vnwoorthy  aduerfary  of  the  Romans  ? 

And  truly  a man  cannot  iuftly  be  called  through  the  be- 
nefit of  fortune,but  by  knowing  how  to  vfe  hir  well  and 
wifely  both  in  proiperitie  & aducrfitie.As  for  an  ignorant 
& bafeminded  man, the  higher  that  fortune  lifteth  him  vp 
in  great  eftate  where  he  flial  be  viewed  of  many , fomuch 
the  more  Qiee  difcouereth,  defcrieth  & didionoreth  him; 

For  great  calling,  & riches  are  no  more  able  to  lift  vp  the 
hart  of  a bafe  minded  fellow,than  pouerty  can  abate  and 
lefien  the  great  courage  of  a noble  hart.  I could  here  al- 
leadgemany  mo  examples  of  the  pernicious  effeds  that 
are(as  we  haue  faid)wrought  in  the  foule  by  ignorace,but 
hereafter  they  will  come  in  more  fitly  , when  we  fiiall  dif- 
courfe  particulerly  of  vices . O nely  I fay  here  with  ‘TUto , 
that  arrogant  ignorance  hath  now  more  than  euer  feazed 
vpon  the  minds  of  men,&:  filled  them  with  euils,  as  being 
the  roote  and  fpring  of  them : that  it  peruerteth  al  things, 
&caufethhim  thatpoifelTeth  hir.to  taftein  theende  ofa 
moft  bitter  fruite.  Nowe  to  come  to  malice  and  crafte, 
which  is  the  exceife  of  prudence , it  is  that  which  leadeth  craft  anu 

aman through wilfull  ignorance,  tooppofe  himfelfe  a- 
gainft  that  which  he  knoweth  tobedutifulland  honeft, 
caufinghimvnderthecounterfaite  name  of  prudence  to 
feeke  to  deceiue  thofe  that  will  beleeuc  him.  This  vice  is 
the  chiefe  caufe  of  ambition  and  couetoufncs,which  moft 
men  feme  in  thefe  daies  : but  aboue  all  things  it  is  an  • 
enimie  to  iuftice,  caufing  all  their  aftions  to  tende  to  the 
ouerthrow  thereof.  To  this  purpofeOc^r^  faith,  that  the 
craftier  and  fubtiler  a man  is,  the  more  he  is  to  befufpec- 
ted  and  hated, as  one  that  hath  loftal  credite  of  goodnes. 

All  knowledge  feuered  from  iufticjs  ought  rather  to  be 
called  craft  and  malice  thanfcience  and  prudence.  Nei- 
ther is  the  onely  ad  of  malice  (as  the  fame  author  faith) 
euill  & wicked,  but  alfo  the  deliberation  therof  although 
it  take  no  effed,  yea  the  onely  thought  thereof  is  vile  and 
deteftable  : fo  far  is  it, that  any  couering  or  cloake  can  ex- 
cufe  a fault  committed  of  malice.  Alfo  he  faith,that  in  de- 
liberating, 


124 

Vertuous  men 
feeke  after  ho- 
neft,  notfecret 
things. 


Satan  the  father 
of  malice  and 
fubtiltie. 


The  malice  of 
Nero. 


Tiberius. 


* Of  want  of  prudence  and  of  Ignorance.  ^ ^ | 

liberating,  all  hope  of  concealing  and  hiding  the  faft  ’ |i  i 
mulf  be  taken  away,  forafmuch  as  vertuous  men  ought  ^ 
to  feeke  after  honeft,not  fecret  things.  Moreouer  it  is  the  >| 
propertie  of  a malicious  man  to  choofe  hypocrilie  and 
diflimulation  for  his  companions.  Befides  he  hath  for  his 
firrt  author  and  father,  fathan,  who  by  his  fubtiltie  and 
craft  abufed  the  fimplicitie  of  our  firft  mother  to  theo- 
uerthrow  ofall  mankind.  Amongft  many  we  may  note 
here  the  example  of  Nero  a moft  cruel!  emperor,  who 
being  inftrufted  from  his  youth  by  that  wife  man  Seneca 
his  fchoolemafter,in  the  beginning  of  his  empire  coun- 
terfaited  fo  great  bountifulnes  and  clemencie.that  when 
he  was  to  fet  his  hand  to  the  condemnation  of  one  adiud- 
ged  to  die, he  cried  out  and  faid.  Would  to  God  I had  no 
learning , then  fliould  I be  excufed  from  fubferibing  to 
any  mans  death.  Notwithftanding  within  a while  after  he 
difclofed  his  deteftable  impiety  and  cruelty ,by  puttingto 
death  his  mother , his  tutor  and  a great  number  of  ho-|| 
neft  men  againftall  right  and  iuftice.  Moreouer  he  pur-^ 
pofely  caufed'firetobeput  into  all  quarters  of  RomeM 
forbidding  vnder  paine  of  death  that  any  fliould  quenchW 
it,  infomuch  that  more  then  halfe  the  citie  was  cleaneBj 
confumed.  Afterward,  torheendehemighthaue  fome® 
coulor  to  perfecute  the  chriftians , he  laid  to  their  charge® 
the  kindling  ofthe  fire,  &fo  put  a great  number  of  them* 
to  death.  Tiherias  alfo  in  the  beginning  of  his raigne  be-a| 
haued  himfelfe  fo  wifely,  vertuoufly  and  gently  , that  hep 
feemed  to  be(faith6W«!?z>«)  a fimpleandplaine citizen.® 
And  yet  foone  after  he  became  as  deteftable  a tyrant  as® 
eucr  was,  for  crucltie  and  filthy  pleafures. True  it  is  that  J 
one  may  attribute  the  caufe  of  fuch  fodaine  alteration  of 

humors  to  the  foueraigne  authoritie  and  power  of  com-  Ij 
manding,  which  commonly  hath  his  propertie  to  make  ^ 
him  that  feemed  good  to  become  wicked  : the  humble 
to  be  arrogant : thepitrifullcruelftthe  valiant,  a coward.  I 
But  it  is  alwaies  more  likely  that  a prince  changing  his 
nature  fo  quickly  vfeth  to  counterfeit  and  to  diflemble, 
and  to  put  a goodly  vizard  vpon  his  face , as  hiftoriogra- 
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pliers  write, that  could  behauc  himfeirecunning- 

ly  in  that  fort.  Now  that  we  may  profite  by  this  difcourfe, 
let  vs  learne  to  be  prudent  and  fimple  as  the  fcripture 
Ipeakethjefchuingall  lhameles  and  damnable  malice  and 
deceit, al  want  ofprudence  and  ignorance, which  procure 
the  Ioffe  of  foule  and  bodie,^  whereofa  man  may  accufe 
none  but  himfelfe.  For  ignorance  ( faith  Afemnder)  is  a 
voluntarie  mifchecfe.  And  although  the  knowledge  of 
good  & euill  is  moft  neceffarie  of  all  others  ,yet  is  it  moft 
eafie.  For  the  obtaining  whereof,  and  auoiding(through 
the  grace  of  God)  of  that  condemnation,  which  is  to  fall 
vpon  the  blinde,and  vpon  the  guides  of  theblinde,  let 
vs  neuer  be  alhamed  toconfeffeour  ignorance  in  thofe 
things  whereof  we  wantinffrudion  : following  therein 
that  precept  of  Plato  , That  vre  mufl  not  he  aPjamed  to  learne, 
leafthappily  webehitintheteeth  toour  confufion  with 
that  faying  of  Diogenes  toayoongman  whom  heefpied 
in  a tauerne , who  being  affamed  to  be  feene  there,  fpee- 
dilie  fledde  further  into  the  fame. The  more  thou  runnefi 
'in  (quoth  this  wife  man  to  him)  the  further  thou  art  in 
the  tauerne.  Euen  fo  we  (hall  neuer  cure  our  ignorance 
by  denying  or  hiding  it , but  the  wifer  we  feeke  to  be  ac- 
counted, the  more  ignorant  we  lhall  remaine:  nor  vnlike 
topooreinen,  who  being  defirous  to  feeme  rich,  in  the 
ende  hnde themfeUies poorer  than  before,  byreafonof 
their  vaine  andfoolifliexpenfes.  But  the  ignorant  man 
that fearcheth  for wifedome  and inquircth  after  hir,  (hall 
be  in  fomc  fortefteemed  wife,  and  thatinquirie  ought  to 
betaken  for  an  argument  of  his  wit  and  prudence  : as 
contrariwife  he  that  taketh  himfelfe  for  a wifeman  and 
prefumeth  too  much  of  his  skill,  falleth  often  intofliame 
and  dilhonor,  being  reprocued  of  many.  Therefore  let  vs 
daily  accufe  our  felues  of  too  much  ignorance , knowing 
that  euen  the  (liarpeft  (ighted  do  fee  but  through  a cloud 
and  miff,  I meane  the  inftruments  of  our  bodie,  from 
which  we  (liall  not  be  deliuered  vntill  w^e  haue  put  of 
this  mortall  to  be  clothed  with  that  which  is  immortall 
in  the  euioyingofthcbleffedlife,So  that  it  will  bealwaies 
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neceflarie  for  vs  during  this  life , tolearne  and  to  pro- 
fite  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth , which  is  an  enimic  to 
ignorance. 
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’Auing  fpent  all  this  day  in  difcourfing  of 
Prudence , and  of  thofe  vices  that  are  con- 
■trarie  vntoit,  I thinke  that  to  finiflvthi> 
daiesworke,\ve(lialldowelltotakeinhand  againe,  and 
to  follow  that  which  was  too  briefely  handled  cbcerning 
the  commendable  effeds  of  this  vertue  of  prudence  in® 
the  fouleofa  wife  man.  This  appeareth  no lefle  in  fpeech 
than  in  any  other  adion  thereof,  forafmuch  as  of  the  a- 
bundance  of  the ‘hart  the  mouth  fpeaketh . But  it  is  a 
great  vertue  to  fpeake  little  and  well.  The  difeourfeof 
this  matter  I leaue  to  you  my  companions.  I 

Aram.  Surely  the  fpeech  of  man  is  a diuine  worke| 
and  of  great  admiration.  And  therefore  we  ought  toac- 
count  it  facriledge  to  pollute  and  defile  fo  holie  a thing 
with  filthy  and  vile  talke*  A good  man  alwaies  dra.weth 
good  things  out  ofthe  treafure  of  his  hart , and  a wicked  > 
man  euill  things.Therefore  I greatly  commend  that  fay| 
ingof  Plpitark^  that  fpeach  u itrverethe  nouriphment  of  the 
fonle,  which  is  corrfipted,  and  becommeth  odiom  through  'thc^ 
rvickednes  of  men,  ^ | 

Achit  ob.  He  that  hath  knowledge  ( faith  the 
wife  man)fpareth  his  words  : cuen  a foole , when  he  hol-^ 
Pro.17. 27.^8.  (ieth  his  peace  is  counted  wife,  and  he  that  ftoppeth  his 
lips,  prudent.  If  any  man  long  after  life , and  to  fee  good 
daies,  let  him  refraine  his  toong  from  cuill , and  his  lips 
that  they  fpeake  no  guile.  For  euery  one  fliall  eateof  the 
fruite  of  his  mouth  to  faluation , or  to  condemnation. 
But  wewillheare(t^y2'r  difcourfing  more  at  large  vpon 
this  matter.  ‘ ^ 

A s E R.  In  the  writings  of  the  learned  we  finde  meiiT 
tion  made  of  a double  fpeech  or  reafon  ; the  one  inter- 

nail, 
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nail,  or  oftheminde,  called  the  diiiine  guide  : the  other 
vttered  in  fpeech,which  is  the  meffenger  of  the  conceits  “h’i^rca- 
and  thoughts  of  man.  Theende  of  thefitft  is  friendfliip  ‘“''• 
towards  a mansfelfe.  Forrefpeftingonely  themarke  of 
vertue,through  theinftruaions  ofphilofophie,itmaketh 
a man  to  agree  alwaies  with  himfelfe,  it  caufeth  him  to 
complaineneuer,  to  repent  him  of  nothing,  it  maketh 
him  full  ofpeace,  full  of  lone  and  of  contentation  in  his 
owne  vcrtue.ithealeth  him  of  euery  rebellious  paffion 
that  difobeiethreafon,  of  all  contention  betweene  will 
and  will , and  of  the  contrarietie  of  difeourfes.  O rare  ex- 
cellencie,  which  floweth  from  wifedome  into  thefoules 
of  blelfedtrien  1 Theende  oftheotherreafon  or  vttered 
fpeechjis  friendihip  towards  others,  which  caufeth  vs  to 
fi)eake  and  teach  whatfoeuerisfruitefull  and  profitable 
for  euerie  one , and  carieth  with  it  great  force  to  per- 
Iw'ade.  Ofthisfpeech  wepurpofe  hereto  intreat,  as  of 
that  which occupieth nofmall place,buteucn  verie  <’reat 
amongft  the  fecrets  of  nature,  and  which  ought  to  rauilh 
vs  into  an  admiration  of  his  works  who  is  author  there- 
of.  The  philofophers, diligent fearchers out  of-the  rea- Howfpeechi, 

Ion  oi  all  things,  laie  that  fpeech  is  made  by  the  aire  bea- 
ten  and  framed  with  articulate  and  diftind  founde.  But 
howfoeuer  it  is  framed,  the  reafon  thereof  is  hard  robe 
comprehended  of  humane  fence.  And  we  ought  to  befo 
much  the  moredefirous  to  know  for  what  caufe  it  was  gi- 

uenvs.  and  to  feare  leaft  we  make  it  vnprofitable.or  wic- 
j^dlyimploy  fo great,  woondcrfull  anddiuine  a thing. 

Democritw  faide  that  words  were  the  lliadowe  of  works. 
'ThemiBocles  compared  fpeech  to  a rich  cloth  of  tapifirie,  Wora  sare  the 
figured  & fet  foorth  with  ftories,  bicaufe  that  both  in  the 
one  and  the  other  thole  things  that  are  falhioned  and  re- 
prefented  are  then  feene  when  they  are  opened  and  dif- 
plaied,and  are  not  fubied  to  fight,  neither  bring  any  de- 
light or  contentation,  when  they  are  folded  vp  and  hid- 
den.  When  a wife  man  openeth  his  lips  ( faith  Socrates ) we 
bcholde  as  itwere  in  a temple , the  goodly  fimilitudes  & 
images  of  thefoule.  Vertue  (faith  hath  noin- 
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ftrumentfo  gratious  or  familiar  as  fpeech , which  being 
followed  of  works  , is  of  great  efficacie  and  force  , and 
woonderfully  pricketh  forward  thofe  that  heare  vs,  cau- 
fing  them  to  giue  credite  to  our  fayings , and  working  in 
them  a defire  torefemblevs.  And  AEfchines  faide  verie 
well,thatitisnotfoneceffarie,  thatthe  Orator  and  the 
Law  (hould  agree  in  one  and  the  fame  thing, as  it  is  requi- 
fite,that  the  life  of  a philofopher  fhould  be  conformable 
and  agreeable  with  this  dodrine  and  fpeech.  Moreouer  a 
wife  man  ought  to  take  euery  word  he  fpeaketh  for  a yo- 
luntarie  and  particuler  lawe,  laide  vpon  himfelfe  , feeing  ( 
that  philofophie  is  a profellion  of  ferious,graue  & waigh-  j 
ty  matters,  & not  a play  or  prittle  prattle,vnconftanly  vt- 
tered  to  obtaine  honor  onely.  Whereby  we  iee  that  all 
talke  ought  to  haue  reafon  for  a foundation,and  the  loue 
The  foundadou  of  our  neighbor  for  a marke  to  aime  at.This  is  that  which  , 
ofaUf'ecch  would  teach  vs,wHen  he  faith.  That  the  toong  is 

pe  c . ayjd  bringeth great  danger  tothofe  that negz  j 

UEl  />.:but  if  we  dired  it  with  a religious  vnderftanding,  it  t 
wil  fing  vs  a fong  tuned  with  al  the  concords  of  a true  har- 
mony of  vertue.P///^^ryaith  that  fpeech  ought  to  be  like 
gold,  which  is  then  of  greateft  price  and  value,  when  it  n 
hath  leaft  droffe  in  it : fo  a fewe  words  ought  to  compre-  ' 
hende  great  ftore of fubftantiall  matter  and  inftrudion.  ^ 
Such  was  the  fpeech  of  the  ancient  Grecians , as  the  fen-  n 
tenccs  vttered  by  them  do  teftifie : namely , Knorv  thjfelfe, 
Mothing  too  mneh,  Nothing  more  than  enough,  and  Other  ihort  ^ 
fpeeches*full  of  great  and  profitable  dodrine.  Wherupon.  i 
ofLaconkali  ptouetbe  Laconical faytngs,xhdX  is,(liort  and 

fpeech.  tentious,which  refemble  ftreams  running  through  a natj^ 
rowftraight,  where  the  water  is  fo  preffed  togither,  that™ 
one  cannot  fee  through  it. And  fo  truely  it  was  verie  hard  j 
without  skil  and  great  labor  to  cornprehende  the  deapth^ 
ofthe  fence  & vnderftanding  of  their  words,  which  were 
full  of  fententious  grauitie.  And  when  they  were  to  an- 
fwere  any  thing  propounded  on  a fodainc , auoiding  all  j| 
fuperfluous  fpeech, their  anfwers  w^ere  verie  witty  and  wel 
contriued,their  words  very  fignificant  and  fhort,  hauing 

in 
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; in  them  both  grace  and  grauitic  ioined  together.  As  when 
I Thili^  king  of  Macedonia  wrote  vnto  them,  that  if  he  en- 
tred  within  Laconia,  he  would  ouerthrowe  them  topfy 
1 1 turuyrthey  wrote  backevnto  him  onely  this  word,^And 
i I another  time,  as  D^w^mz/^oneofliisfucceffors , being 
I angry  with  the  am balTadour  which  they  fent  vnto  him, 

I asked  if  he  came  alone  from  the  Lacedemonians  to  him, 

; \ the  ambaifadour  made  this  onely  to  one  .Tit-  a prede  faying 

; j taetti  vfed  to  fay , that  a dry  and  thirftie  eare  muft  be  wa-  of 
, , fhed  with  a fentence  that  is  good  to  drinke,&  that  fpeech 
r grounded  vpon  reafon  onely,  is  able  to  content  and  fatif- 
fie  the  hearing.  Notwichftanding  that  we  may  the  rather 
and  the  more  profite  others,  we  are  not  to  negled,  if  it 
. j may  be, the  ioinin g of  graiie  dodrine  with  fweet  gratious 
, I and  eloquent  fpeech,  mingled  with  fome  pleafure,  grace, 

Ij  and  delight,  but  voide  of  all  diifolutenes.  For  (as  Suripi- 
I des  faith)that  is  the  goodlieft  affembly  in  the  world, where 
i the  graces  and  mufes  mcete  togither.  Right  and  reafon  ofgrauc  and 
i are  inuincible,being  well  vttred;  bicaufe  the  foule  is  ther- 
i by  induced  eafily  to  beleeue  the  good  rcafons  flie  hea- 
i reth,  through  the  delight  that  is  ioined  with  them.  Ex- 
1 amples  alfo  being  vttred  fitly,  and  with  a good  grace, pro- 
fit no  leife  than  the  other , bicaufe  with  the  force  of  per- 
; fwading,  which  is  in  the  nature  of  the  example,  there  is 
I ioined  the  vertue  of  delighting.  But  we  mufi:  carefully  a- 
uoideallfubtiltieof  fpeech,  all  proude,  fuperfluous  and 
vnprofitabletalke , leaft  that  beiuftly  obieded  vnto  vs, 
hocion  replied  to  LeoHhenesyWholdbouxQd  to  per- 
fwade  the  Athenians  to  warre  by  an  eloquent  and  verie 
loftie  oration . Thy  words  (quoth  he  to  him)yoong  man 
j and  my  friend,  may  fitly  be  compared  to  Cypres  trees.  For 
, they  are  great  and  tall,  but  beare  no  fruite  woorth  any 
thing.  Or  elfe  that  may  be  obieded  vnto  vs,which  Arifto-  Againftprating 
tie  anfwered  to  a great  pleader  of  caufes , who  at  euerie  pleader^ 

5 fentence  he  rehearfed, asked  him  if  that  were  not  a ftrange 
j thing . Not  that,  ( replied  he)  but  this  is  a greater  mar-  ^ 

! uailc,  that  any  man  hauing  two  legs  can  abide  thybab- 
j ling.  And  to  another,  who  after  a long  difeourfe  faid  vn- 
^ Kj  to 
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to  him,  I haue  troubled  thy  head  philofopher : not 
(a^rweredhe)  fori  thought  notvponit.  Suchbablers, 
whom  Plato  verie  aptly  calleth  theeues  of  time,  are  copat | 
red  by  Tlfttark^to  emptie  veffels , which  giue  a greater ' ‘ 
found  than  they  that  are  ful.  So  he  that  is  poore  in  refpea 
of  the  goods  of  the  foule,  hath  alwaies  fome  fond  fpeech 
in  his  mouth.  But  we  muft  aboue  all  things  (hunne  this 
vice  of  intcmperancie  of  the  toong , which  Bias  called  the 

Thctoon5>isthe  J o 


Sra^f’^^rberand  woU  thing  that  was  fit  ferueth  vs  to  pro- 

thingthatis,  n.  .1  ‘..n n.  K«  t-hp  iilfo  we  hurt  and 
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fit  and  inftrud  others , and  by  the  fame  alio  we  hurt  and 
corrupt  others.  And  as  a little  fireconfumetha  great 
wood.fo  this  little  menaber,  which  is  afire,yea  a world  of 
iniquitie,  defileth  all  the  bodie,  and  fetteth  on  a flaming 
fire. the  whole  world,ifit  be  not  extinguilbed  and  r^epm- 
fed  It  feemeth  that  nature  would  teach  vs  this  by  fortih- 
ing  the  toong  better  than  any  other  part  of  the  body, and 
by  letting  before  it  the  bulw'orivC  ofthe  teetlijthat  if  it  w il 
not  obey  rcafon,  which  being  within  ought  to  ferue  in 
fteade  of  a bridle  to  flay  it  from  preuenting  the  thought, 
we  might  reftraine  and  chaftice  the  impudencie  thereof 
with  blouddy  biting.  And  becaufe  we  haue  two  eares  and 
two  cies,it  ought  to  ferue  vs  for  inftrudion , that  we  mult 
heare  and  fee  much  more  than  wefpeahe.  Do  we  not  alio 
fee,that  fight  and  hearing  go  before  fpeaking,  and  that  ot 
neccffitie,an  infant  muft  firft  vnderftand  before  he  can  be 
ablctofpeake  ? Ificrates  appointed  onely  two  times  to^ 
fpeake  in : the  one , when  the  matter  is  necenarieiand  t eT 
othcr,when  a man  fpeaketh  that  which  he  knoweth . AndJ 
this  we  may  put  in  pradice  without  blame  m this  ma-; 
ner.  As  touching  the  firft  point,  it  is  lawfull  and  leemly 
for  vs  to  fpeake  when  we  ftand  in  need  of  any  thing  : le- 
condly  when  our  fpeech  fliall  profit  any  : alfo  to  delight 
and  recreate  one  another  with  pleaiant  deuices  , voido 

diffolutenes,  to  mollifie  and  to  eafe  the  trauell  of  our  ar- 
faires,  or  elfc  to  reliih  our  reft  the  better,and  to  induce  vs.  ^ 
thereby  to  giue  glorie  to  G od . All  fpeech  not  grounded 
vpon  one  of  thefc  three  caufes  were  better  reftrained  than 
vttred.  Moreouer  we  ought  to  obferue  inuiolably  the 

fecond 
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feeond  point  of  not  (peaking  tliat  which  we  know  not, ex- 
cept it  be  in  feeking  and  asking  after  inftruftion:  remem- 
bring  that  which  Jpelles  once  fpake  to  ^JMegahyfes  a great 
Perfian  Lord,who  comming  into  his  (hop  to  fee  him  , in-  Apeiiesrpccch 
termingled  fome  talke  of  the  art  of  painting.  So  long  '^aPcrfuniord 
(quoth  Jpelles  to  him)  as  thou  wcrt  lilent,  thou  feemedit 
to  be  fome  man  of  great  account, by  reafon  of  thy  chains, 
carquenetsof  gold  and  purple  go'wne : but  now  there  is 
not  theleaftof  thcfe  boyes  that  grindeoker,  who  doth 
not  mocke  thee,hearing  thee  (peak  that  which  thou  kno- 
weftnot.  By  which  faying  we  may  note,  that  great  men  how  great  mca 
ought  to  weigh  well , and  to  confider  of  that  which  they  ought  to fpcakc, 
fpeake  in  publike  places, and  to  vfe  graue  and  fententious 
words  of  another  phrafe  than  that  of  the  vulgar  fort,  or 
elfe  to  hold  their  peace  if  they  haue  not  this  gift  of  fpea- 
king.  Orat  theleaftthey  areto  fpeake  but  little,  feeing 
the  verie  words,gefture  and  countenance  of  a prince,  are 
oftentimes  taken  for  Iawes,oracles,and  decrees.  Tiberim 
alfo  brought  vp  tliis  cuftome  of  fpeaking  to  the  prince  by 
wricing,andofhisanfwereby  thefame,  totheende  that 
nothing  (hould  efcape  his  mouth  that  was  not  well  confi- 
dered  of  before.  But  to  continue  our  matter, as  the  aboue 
named  painter  had  fet  foorth  a table  of  his  owne  for  all 
men  to  behold,  and  had  hid  himfelfe  behinde  it , that  he 
might heare  what  could  be  reprehended,  afliooemaker 
efpiedafaultinthefalhionofthclatchet,  which  Apelles 
afterward  correded.  And  hauing  the  next  morning  hung  Apciicsfpcech 
it  out  again  to  be  viewed, this  (hooernakerpalTing  by,  and  toaflioomakcr. 
feeing  that  his  opinion  was  followed,  entred  further  to 
fpeake  againft  other  lineaments.  But  the  painter  not  able 
to  beare  his  boldnes  came  from  behinde  his  table  and 
flopped  his  mouth  with  this  faying.  That  a Jhoomaker  optght 
not  to  iiidge  of  greater  matters  than  of the  JhooThh  is  the  mea- 
ning of  that  common  prouerbe,to  go  about  to  teach 
nerua  : which  is  fo  intollerable  a thing  in  men  of  honor, 
and  fo  pernitious  in  the  fimpler  fort  that  are  light  of  be-  Alexander  gaue 
liefe , that  for  this  caufe  Alexander  the  great  gaue  money 
to  Cherilltis  an  ignorant  poet  to  holde  his  peace  and  to  p°acc.  ** 
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leaue  writing.  And  feeing  we  are  entred  into  this  matter, 

' wemuftknowthat.weoughttobemuchmore  ftaiedand 
aduifed  in  writing  any  thing,  than  in  barefpeaking  : bi- 
Nothingought  caufe  a ra(h  and  inconfidcrate  worde  maj;  becorrefted  i 
Iv“i*outtr«t  prefently , but  that  which  is  once  fet  down  in  writing  can  „ 
deiibc»aon.  no  mote  bc  denied, ot  amended  but  with  infamy. As  ther* 
fore  a man  had  need  of  a readie  and  quicke  wit  to  be  able 
to  fpeake  wel : fo  great  wifedom  is  very  necelfarie  to  write 
well : yea  the  fame  rules  and  precepts  that  belong  to 
fpeaking,  agree  alfo  to  writing.  3efides,writing  is  called  | 
of  many,  a dumb  fpeech,  which  ought  to  be  (liort  and  full 
ofinftrudion  .C.£y«r  in  a letter  which  he  fent  to  Rome  fro 
the  Perfian  battaile  wrote  but  thefe  three  words,r i) 

Notable  and  thatis  to  laic, wri- 

SStTn!^  tingto his nephewCt««/Dm>,faid thus:  For afiouch a#" 
thou  art  nowein  Illyria  remember  that  thou  defcendell 
olCafars,  that  the  Senate  hath  fent  thee,  that  thou  art 
yoong,  my  nepheweanda  citizen  of  Rome.  Plata  wri-W 
tingto  Diony/lutxhe  yoongcr,  vfed  thefe  words  onely 
To  kill  thy  brother,  to  double  thy  tributes,  to  force  the|f 
people,  to  forget  thy  friends,  to  take  good  men  for  thine 
cnimies,are  the  works  of  a tyrant.  Tampej  writing  to  the^ 
Senate  from  the  eaft  parts,' faide  thus  : Fathers  of  theg 
Senate,  Damafeus  is  taken  , Pentapolis  fubdued , Syria,! 
Afcalonia  and  Arabia  are  confederates,  and  PaleftinaislJ 
vanquilhed.  We  fee  then  the  maner  of  writing  vfed  by  thc|, 
ancients,  for  which  breuitie  they  were  as  much  ellee-| 
med,  as  the  great  difeourfers  of  thefe  tiems  after  iuftoc-1 
cafion  of  correction  .But  to  rcturne  againe  into  the  path-lJ 
way  of  fpeaking,  we  haucin  Cicero  a notable  inftru£ti-  | 
Agnnd  precept  on for  this  matter.  Letour{jpeech(laithhe)  bc  {w^t|| 
fcripeaking.  pleafant , not  headftrong  : and  when  we  difeourfe,  ri'ji 

let  vs  not  befo  long  that  we  hinder  others  fromfpeaking.  tr 

For  fpeech  of  all  other  things  ought  to  be  mutuall  and 
equall.  MoreoUer  we  muft  haue  refpeCt  to  that  thing  ] 
whereof  we  fpeake.  If  a man  dilcourfe  of  graue  matters 
he  muft  adde  a certaine  feueritie , but  if  he  fpeake  of  de-  fl 
leftable  things , a pleafant  and  gratious  behauior.  Aboue 
./  all 
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all  things  we  inufttake  heede , that  our  fpecch  difcouer 
not  feme  vice  to  be  in  our  manners , which  commonly 
fallethoutwhen  wefpeakeeuillofamanin  his  abfence, 
either  to  mooue  laughter  or  to  hisfliame  and  rcproch. 

We  muft  alfo  remember,  if  our  fpeecli  vpon  feme  occafi- 
on  comming  betweene  intermit  the  firft  difeourfe,  that  it 
returneagaine  in  conuenienttime.  But  that  is  as  thinges 
fallout.  For  all  take  not  pleafure  in  the  fame  things,  nor 
at  all  times.  Andaswehaue  begun  vponfomeoccafion, 
fo  wemuftendby  fomemeancs.  Now  bicaufc  in  euery 
aftion  of  our  life,  the  perturbations  of  the  foule  arc  to  be 
efchewcd,we  muft  be  carefull  that  our  fpcech  be  voide 
thereof:  namely,  that  it  be  without  choler,  without  ex- 
treame  affedions,  alfo  without  carelefnes,  and  other 
fuch  like  imperfedion.  Efpecially  we  muft  ftriue  to  make 
it  knowne,  that  we  lone  & reuerence  thofe  with  whom  we 
Ipeake.  Further  we  muft  know  that  filence  in  due  time 
and  place,  is  profound  wifedome,  a fober  and  modeftS""'"'^ 
thing , and  full  of  deepe  fecrets.  This  caufed  ^y^rchidamm, 
whenhefzw  that  Heca:ui  the  orator  was  blamed  for  not 
fpeakingoneworde  at  a banquet,  to  anfwerc  for  him, 
that  they  which  knowc  how  to  fpeake  well,  know  al- 
fo the  time  of  filence.  f^erides  likcwiCe  being  at  a feaft 
amongftagrcatalTemblie,  verie  full  of  noife  & pleafure 
and  being  asked  why  he  fpake  nothing,  anfwered  thus  : 

It  is  no  time  now  to  difeourfe  ofthofe  things  for  which  I 

am  fit : and  as  for  thofe  things , which  the  time  nowe  re-  ■ 
quireth,!  am  vaRtTioi  being  mocked  of  a bablcr  bicaufe 
he  fpake  nothing  all  afupper  while,  anfwered  him  thus  : 

How  isitpoffiblethatafoolelhouldholde  his  peace  at 
the  table  > The  ambafladours  of  the  king  ofPerfia  being 
at  a feaft  with  a citizen  of  Athens,  and  feeing  Zeno  the 
great  philofopher  fay  nothing, they  began  to  flatter  him, 
and  to  drinke  to  him,  faying , what  lhall  we  tell  the  king 

our  mafter  concerning  you,  mafter  Zeno  ? Nothingelfe 
(quoth  he  ) but  that  you  faw  an  olde  man,  who  knew  wel 

how  to  holde  his  peace  at  the  table.  And  truly  no  fpeech 
vttred  did  euer  fo  much  good,  as  many  kept  in  haue  pro- 

K iij  profited: 


*34 


Examples  of 
mifchiefescau* 
fed  by  the  in- 
tempei-ancie  of 
the  toong. 


Of  conccalini 
afecret. 


- Of  Speech  and  Speaking. 

fited;  and  that  which  is  reftrained  maybefpolcenatany 
time,  but  a worde  giuen  out  can  no  more  be  called 
backe  againe.  For  words  (asthe  poet  faith  ) haue  wings, 

and  are  prefentlydifperfedeuery  where  : and  manie  re- 
pent that  they  haue  fpoken,but  neuer  that  they  held  their 
peace.  How  many  examples  do  hiftories  fet  before  our 
eiesof  men,  who  through  the  intemperancic  of  their 
toon^s,  haue  throwne  themfelues  headlong  into  infinite 
calamities,&  of  mightie  cities  and  great  eftates  deftroied  . | 

andouerthrownethroughthedifclofing  of  fomelecret  ? . 

The  citie  of  Athens  was  taken  and  deftroied  by  SjlU  the  ‘ j 
Romanediaatour,  who  by  hislpieswas  admonilhed  of 
the  pratling  ot  certaine  old  men  in  a barbars  lliop,  where 
they  talked  of  a certaine  place  of  the  town  that  was  weak- 
eft  and  woorft  defended. The  ouermuch  talke  ot  one  on- 
ly  manwasthecaule  that  Rome  was  not  deliuered  from  Ji 
the tiranny of Forleeingoneofthepriioners  that^ 
was  taken  by  the  tirant  to  be  difmaid  bicaufe  he  fliuld  be  J| 
put  to  death, he  willed  him  to  pray  to  God,  that  he  mightH 
efcape  but  vntil  the  morrow  onely,&  then  he  lliould  haueW 
caufe  of  reioicing.  Wherupon  the  prifoner  thinking  witli^ 
himfelfe , that  it  were  better  for  him  to  chufe  a certaintiefa 
than  to  exped  an  vneortainty,  and  to  prefer  a fafe  way  tom 
faue  his  life,  before  a iuft,  difdofed  thisfpeech  to  NmM 
who  knew  wel  how  to  remedy  the  confpiracy.The  gentle-* 
man  of  Normandy  who  in  his  cbnfeflion  told  a Franpf-^’ 
can  frier,  that  he  was  once  minded  to  haue  killed  king^^ 
the  firft,may  wel  be  placed  amongftthefe  ouer-p 
much  fpeakers.  For  the  king  being  aduertifed  hereof  by,|; 
the  Francifeau frier,  fentthe  poorepenitentianeto  the  *, 
court  of  parliament.where  he  receiued  fentence  of  death.;, 
Thofe  thatare  nobly  & roially  brought  vp  (faith  PluturkJ 
learne  firft  to  hold  their  peace,&  then  to  fpeake.Therfore  j 
Antitonus  the  great  being  demanded  by  his  fon  ,^at  what  ^ 
houre  the  campe  fliould  ciillodge : art  thou  afraid  (quoth 
hetohim)  that  thou  alone  Oialt  not  heare  the  trumpet? 
He  trufted  not  him  with  a fecret  matter, ro  whom  the  fuc- 
’ ceiTion  of  the  empire  was  to  come;  teaching  him  thereby 
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to  be  more  clofeand  fecretin  fuch  matters.  Euerie  partf- 
ciiler  man  likevrife  ought  to  be  noleffe  aduifed  in  vfing 
great  difcretion  when  the  queftio  is  of  vttring  any  thing, 
which  a man  would  hauc  concealed. For  he(raith  Plato)to 
whom  one  difclofeth  afecret  getteth  the  others  libertie. 

Now  in  this  laudable  filence  which  we  commend  here, we 
haue  this  to  marke  we^that  when  the  queftion  is  of  fpea- 
kingatruth,  or  of  profiting  another,  we  ought  not  to 
doubt  in  any  cafe,what  pretence  foeiier  there  be,tofpeak 
vtter,  maintaine  & freely  to  giue  counfaile  in  that  thing, 
which  concerneth  the'dutie  of  a good  man, or  the  charge 
wherunto  we  are  called . The  fages  & vertuous  men  here- 
tofore haue  alwaies  fhewed  themfelues  to  be  fuch  in  their 
free  counfailes  & wife  declarations,  as  hereafter  we  may 
handle  more  largly.  In  the  meane  time  we  may  haue  here 
^emaratHs  for  an  example  of  this  commendable  libertie  Exampiesofchc 
offpeech,  who  comming  from  Corinth  into  Macedonia,  commendable 
when  was  at  variance  with  his  wife  & with  his  fon, 
was  demanded  by  the  king  whether  the  Grseciansdida- 
gree  wel  among  themfelues.Truly  fir(quoth  he  to  him)it 
becommeth  you  wel  to  inquire  after  the  concord  of  the 
Athenians  &Peloponefians,& in  the  meane  while  to  fnf- 
fer  your owne  houfe  to  beful  of diuifion  and  domefticall 
diCcord.7)h^efjes  alCo  being  gon  to  the  camp  of  the  fame 
the  fame  time  that  he  returned  from  making  war 
againft  the  Grecians, & being  led  before  him,the  king  af- 
ked  himif  he  were  notafpy.Yes  truely  anfwered  thephi- 
lofopher,  I am  a fpy  & com, hither  to  efpy  thy  impudency 
& folly,  who  not  conftrained  by  any,  doftfetdowneasit 
were  on  a dicing  boord  in  the  hazard  of  one  houre,  both 
thy  kingdome  &:  M^t.Bemofihefies  being  demanded  of  the 
tirant  Epemeteswhy  he  wept  fo  bitterly  for  the  death  of  a 
philofopher,a  copanion  of  his,reeingit  was  a ftrang  mat- 
ter to  fee  wifeme  weepe,  yea  altogither  vnbefeeming  their 
profefiion;know(faid  he  to  him)that  I weepe  not  for  the 
death  of  this  philofopher, but  .bicaufe  thou  art  aliue.For  I 
tel  thee  that  in  the  Academies  we  are  more  forrowfull  for 
the  life  of  the  wicked,  than  for  the  death  of  good  menXet 
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VS  learne  then  by  your  prefent  difcourfe,  that  talke  bein  g 
■ the  meflenger  of  thought  clifclofeth  our  nianers  a great 
deal  more  than  the  lines  & draughts  of  ourface  do. And 
as  thattree  whofe  roqtis  drie  can  haue  no  greeneleaues: 
fo  from  a vicious  and  corrupted  foLiIe  nothing  but  vile  & 
filthy  fpeeches  can  procecde , which  a wife  man  ought 
wholy  to  (hunne , bicaufe  to  make  fmall  account  of  euill 
words  leadeth  a man  by  litlc  and  little  to  diflioneft  deeds. 
Letallvainefpeechalfobe  baniflied  from  vs,  and  let  vs 
take  great  heed,  that  we  neuer  fpeake , either  in  fport  or 
carnefl:,any  one  word  that  is  not  tru : knowing  that  to  be 
true  in  word  is  the  beginning  and  foundation  of  a nota- 
ble vertue.  Moreouerlet  vs  know  that  truth  is  not  onely 
betraicd  of  thofe  that  fpeake  falfely , and  maintaine  a 
lic,but  alfo  of  thofe  that  dare  not  confeffe  and  defende  it 
publikely.  Let  vs  know  that  aboue  all  things  we  muft  de- 
Thcconftancic'  dicatc  our  voice  and  fpeech  to  fing  the  prailes  of  God,  re- 
ofGordius.  mcmbring  the  faying  of  that  holy  man  Qordiii^,  who,as  he 

was  led  to  the  place  of  puniflimen  t was  exhorted  by  fome 
to  leaue  his  opinion,and  fo  fauehis  life.  To  whom  he  an- 
fweredjthat  the  toong  ought  to  vtter  nothing  that  isin^ 
iuriousto  the  Creator  thereof.  Laftly  let  vs  know  that  we 
- . _ muft  refer  euery  word  to  the  glory  of  his  name, and  to  the 

profit  of  our  neighbors. 

The  end  of  the  third  daies  rvorke. 


THE  FOVRTH  DAIES  WORKE. 
OfFriendJhip  and  of  a friend.  Chap,  1 3 . 

An  beinga  reafonable cre- 
A s E R»  ature  borne  for  ciuill  focie-j 

tie  to  obferue  lawes  and  iu-j 
ftice,  and  to  exercife  in  the! 
world  all  duties  of  gentle-^ 
nesandgoodncs,the  fair-'  , 
eft  and  moft  fruitfull  feedey 
that  God  hath  infufed  and| 
fownein  his  foule,and’thatg 
drawetliii 
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Idraw’Cth  him  to  thisende,is  loue and cliaritie towards 
his  like.But  as  euerie  adion  of  mans  life  ftandeth  in  need  Prudence  requi,  . 
to  be  guided  by  thevertueofPrirdcnce,  whcreofwc  dif- 
courfed  yefterday/o  in  truth  (lie  is  verie  ncceffarie  in  cue- 
rie  good  and  vnfained  friendiliip.  For  this  caufc  1 thinke 
(^companions)  that  we  (hall  obferue  the  order  of  our  dif- 
courfes,ifwe  begin  thisdaies  worke  with  tlK*  handling  of 
friendfliip,  and  of  the  true  and  pci  fed  dude  of  a friend. 

Am  A N A.  Nothing  that  feemeth  to  be  profitable,  Noouward^ 
whether  it  be  honor, riches,  pleafurc,or  whatfoeuer  elfe  is  prc"f/rVd 
ofthis  kinde,  ought  to  be  preferred  in  any  refped  before  (o'Ctncndfi.ip. 
friendlhip.  Yea  a man  is  to  make  more  account  offriends 
(as  Socrates  faid)thcn  of  any  other  mortall  thing. 

, Aram.  Perfed  friendlhip  ( faith  ArtUotle  ) is  to  loue 
our  friend  more  for  his  benefit  than  for  our  owne  : and 
therefore  a friend  is  alwaies  profitable  and  necelTary.  But 
he  is  greatly  dcceiued  (faith  I/c^^er  J thatfeeketh  for  a 
friend  in  the  court , and  proouethhimatafeaft.  Butler 
vs  heare  A c h i t o b difeourfe  hereupon. 

Ach  I T o'b.  Rare  things  are  commonly  moft  eftee- 
med  amongft  men,  & the  more  pretious  they  are  of  their 
owne  nature,fo  much  the  more  are  they  had  in  requeft. 

I This  we  .may  very  aptly  apply  to  a friend,  feeing  there  is  Nothii.gmore 
nothing  fo  rare  as  one  that  is  vnfained  andftedfafl:,  nei- 
ther  any  thing  fo  excellent  and  perfed  as  he  is,  if  he  be  a fr"cnd?”^ 

I good  and  prudent  man.  And  for  this  c^jufe  the  philofo- 
phers  accounted  friendfhip  to  be  the  chiefeft  and  moft 
excellent  good  offortiine,as  being  leaft  of  all  fubied  to 
hir,  and  moft  neceflariefor  man.  But  bicaufe  the  wicked- 
nes  of  men  is  fo  great  in  thefe  daies,  that  nothing  is  fo  fa- 
cred  and  holy  which  is  not  violated,corrupted  & brought 
toconfufion,  nomaruell  if  men  impudently  abufe  this 
name  of  a friend  (fo  much  reuercnced  in  olde  time  ) that 
feme  take  it  to  themfelues  being  altogither  vnwoorthie 
thereof, and  others  as  freely , although  to  their  Ioffe  and 
fliame,  grant  them  this  excellent  title , and  efteeme  them 
for  filch  in  truth  towards  them, as  they  falfcly  vaunt  them- 
felues tp  be.But  that  we  be  not  deceiued  v/itii  the  greater 

number. 
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number, which  is  hot  alwafe  the  fureft  markejet  vs  brief-  |i 
ly  confider  what  friendihip  is,  what  fruits  fpring  from  hir,  ii 
who  may  rightly  challenge  this  title  of  a friend,  what  ma-  ii 
net  of  one  we  ought  to  choofe,  how  we  muft  trie  him  be- 
fore we  take  him  for  fuch  a one,then  the  meanes  whereby 
to'keepe  him,  and  lalUy  what  mutiiall  diitie  friends  are  J 
to  vfc  one  towards  another.Firft  we  fay  with  Socrates.thdX 
true  friendfliip  cannot  be  framed  but  by  thehelpeand 
grace  of  God,  whodraw'eth  like  totheloueof  his  like  : 
that  euerie  perfed  friendlhip  is  to  bee  linked  with  the 
bond  of  charitie,  and  ought  to  be  referred  to  God,  as 
to  our  foLieraigne  good  and  chcefelt  friend  : and  there- 
fore that  true  friendlhip  cannot  be  fetled  betweene  the 
wicked,  who  being  at  difeord  within  themfelues,  can 
haue  no  concorde  and  agreement  one  with  another, 
Morcouer,  there  is  to  be  found  in  friendlhip  whatfoe- 
uer  menthinkewoorthie  to  be  deiired,  ashoneftie,  glo- 
rie,  tranquillitie  of  minde,  and  pleafure  : and  confe- 
quently  a happie  life,  which  cannot  bee  amongh  the 
wicked.  Friendlhip  is  a communion  of  aperpetuall  will, 
the  end  whereof  is  fellpwfliip  of  life , and  it  is  framed 
by  the  perfed  habit  of  a long  continued  loue.  Whereby 
wee  may  perceiue , that  there  is  a difference  betwixt 
loue  and  friendlhip  : bicaufeloueis  a deiireof  the  thing 
loued,and  a beginning  of  friendlhip,  but  friendfliip  is 
an  inueteratc  and  ancient  loue,  wherein  is  more  plea- 
fure than  defire.  To  loue  ( faith  Cicero ) is  nothing  elfe  i 
but  to  be  defirous  to  profit  and  pleafure  another  with- 
out hope  of  recompence  . For  otherwife  friendlhip 
w'ould  bee  a meere  merchandife,  whereas  it  ought  to  j 
be  as  free  as  charitie.  Socrates  a,lfo  faid,  that  the  end  of 
friendfiiip  was,  that  of  twofoules  one  flioiildbe  madeiii 
will  and  affedion , and  that  none  fiiould  loue  himfelfe  | 
better  than  his  friend.  For  there  is  a meane  to  be  kept  j 
in  all  things,  except  in  conuerfing  with  a friend,  in  re- 
gard of  whom  this  ought  to  be  refolued  vpon,  that  he 
is  either  wholie  to  be  forfaken,  or  wholieto  be  trufted. 
What  lhall  I hide  from  my  friend  ( faith  Homer)  or  what 

letteth 
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lettcth  VI' hy  T may  notthinkcmy  fclfc  alone  when  I am 
with  him  ? Whereby  it  appeereth  vnto  vs,  that  a friend  is 
afecond  felFc,  and  that  whofoeucr would  take  vpon  him 
this  title  in  regard  of  another,  he  muft  transforme  him- ^vhat  thirds 
felfe  into  his  nature  whom  he  piirpofeth  to  loue,  and  that  hH-rSi'ip. 
withaftedfafl:  and  fetled  mind  to  continue  fo  forcuer. 
Heereupon  oneof  the  ancients  fpeakingof  him  thatlo- 
uethperfedly,  faith,  that  he  liueth  in  another  mans  bo- 
die.  Friends  therefore  ought  of  nccelFitie  to  haiie  a con- 
itindionandconformitieof  maners,of  defires,  of  palli- 
ons,ofrpeech,  of  fiudies,  of  pleafuresjof  inclinations,  of 
interiniirions,  if  they  mind  to  profeffc  perfed  fricndlhip. 

I Whereby  we  mayeafily  ghefie  , that  he  which  entertai- 
neth  many  friends,  depriueth  himfelfc  of  the  name  of  a 
true  and  ftedfafifriend,  bicaufe  it  isaltogither  vnpolfible 
foramantofalhion  himfelfe  to  all  patterns,  and  to  ap- 
ply himfelfe  to  all  natures, fo  diners  in  euery  one  : cfpcci- 
ally  confidering  that  he  fliallvery  hardly  find  himfelfe 
like  atfeded  in  all  things  to  one  alone.  Now  after  we 
haue  found  fuch  a difpofition  and  conformitie  in  him 
thatofFereth  himfelfe  to  bee  our  friend,  wee  miift  en- 
ter further  into  the  knowledge  of  him  , by  founding 
out  the  depth  of  his  hart,  that  wee  may  be  certaine  and 
fare  of  his  good  difpofition.  For  to  fee  outwardly  a re- 
femblanceof  our  maners  and  conditions  in  another , is 
not  fufficient  to  prooue  them  fuch  in  deede  without 
diflimulation,  vnleife  they  bee  grounded  vpon  a good 
and  vertuous  nature,  which  is  limple,  vpright,  andvn- 
fained.  Forotherwifewe  fee  that  many  (like  to  Trote- 
•us  taking  diners  ihapes)  arefo  fubtill,  that  when  they 
wouldcurriefauour  with  any  man  to  deceiue  him,  they 
difguife  themfelues,  and  for  a while  applie  themfelues 
to  ajl  his  humors  . I'his  is  pradifed  chiefly  by  flatte-  The  common 
rers  towards  great  men,  who  will  counterfait  rather  of  flat- 

than  they  will  not  imitate  the  naturall  vice  of  the  prince  : 
fo  that  as  foone  as  - euer  they  fee  him  lau^h  , they  be- 
take themfelues  to  laughing,  albeit  they  know  not  wher- 
fore.  And  namely  wee  reader  that  Akxmdtr  the  great, 

and 
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and  Alfhonpis  king  of  Arragon,hauingech  of  them  fome- 
whatawry  necke^thisbynature,  the  other  through  cu- 
ftome,the  flatterers  and  courtiers  held  their  necks  on  the 
whatmanerof  one  fide,  to  Counterfeit  their  impcifedion.  To  the  ende 
dioXforow  therefore  that  the  fugred  poifon  of  fuch  fained  friends 
friend.  deceiuc  vs  not,  we  muft  make  choife  of  an  honeft , pru- 
dent & wife  man  for  our  friend,whore  fidelitie(  as  Cicero 
faith)integritie,  conftancie  and  liberalitie  are  approoued 
of  euerie  one, and  whom  we  fliall  perceiue  to  be  led  and 
poflefled  with  the  fame  zeale  to  vertue  that  our  felues  are, 
to  the  ende  we  may  be  aided  and  furthered  by  them  in  all 
good  and  laudable  adions*  For  (as  Plato  faith)  fricndfliip 
is  giuen  by  nature  for  a helpe  to  vertue,  not  for  a com- 
panion of  vices.  To  this  effedt  Tythagoras  faith,  that  it  is 
not  good  to  ioyne  hands  with  euery  one.  'Dkearchw  alfo 
would  giue  vs  to  vnderftand  the  fame  when  he  faith,  that 
we  muft  make  all  men  ourwellwillersifit  be  poflible,but 
onely  good  men  our  friends  , who  are  not  obtained  but 
after  a long  time,  and  that  by  vertue.  And  as  when  we 
pafle  by  a bramble  or  a burre  that  taketh  hold  of  vs,  wem 
caftitfarrefrom  vs,  but  contrariwife  feeke  for  the  oliue^f 
and  the  grape:  fo  we  ought  to  feeke  after  their  fricndiliip,l|l 
that  deferue  it,  whofe  minds  haueTuflicient' matter  inBi 
them  to  caufe  themto  be  loued,  but  to  forfake,  yea  to  re-®; 
iedfuchasarevnwoorthy,  and  vicious,  fenfualland  diP 
ordred,although  they  fawne  vpon  vs : bicaufe  their  con-M 
uerfation  marreth  and  corrupteth  euery  good  nature 
Therefore  Bias  faid  verie  well , thatawifeman  receiuetl® 
not  euerie  one  vnto  his  friendflfip.  Hauingthus  chofen® 
him  whom  we  defire  to  entertaine  for  our  friend,  &laidBi 
the  chiefe  foundations  of  friendfliip  vpon  his  agreements" 
of  manners  with  vs,and  vpon  his  good  difpofition  (whichS, 
we  may  know  by  familiar  conuerfation  wdth  him,  andj 
by  diligent  inquirie)  before  wee  can  aflure  our  felues 
or  boaft  that  we  haue  a true  friend,  we  muft  prooue 
hisftcdfaftnesandconftancie,  and  not  truft  to  offers  and  . 
promifes,  whereof  men  are  verieprodigallnowadaies. 
But  this  is  cleane  contrarie  to  the  dude  ofa  true  friend, 

w'hofe 
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whofe  propertie  is  to  be  /paring  in  (pecch,  and  prodigall 
in  deedes,  bicaufe  great  proffers  are  meete  to  be  vfed  to- 
wards ftrangers,  and  good  deeds  towards  true  friends. 
Nowtoproueafriend,  wemuft  not  ftay  vntill  need  and 
neceflitie  vrge  vs,  leaff  fuch  triall  be  noconely  vnprofita- 
bleand  without  fruit,  butalfo  very  hurtfull  and  dange- 
rous vnto  vs, bicaufe  at  fuch  a time  as  neceflarily  requireth 
friends,we  make  trial  of  him,v/ho  in  truth  is  no  fuch  man. 

But  we  are  rather  to  gouerne  our  felues  with  prudence  Howive.nuft 
and  forefight,  - as  we  vfe  to  do  in  the  receipt  of  gold  and 
filuer?  For  before  we  haue  need  to  imploy  it,  we  confider 
whether  it  be  currant, that  we  may  be  fure  it  will  feme  the 
turne  when  neceflitie  rcquireth.To  this  purpofe  Theo^hra- 
fiw  faid,that  we  ought  to  prooue  ftrangers  to  lone  them, 
and  not  lone  them  to  prooue  them . Therefore  albeit  the 
trueandrighttrialloFa  friend  is  in  aduerfitie,  as  of  fine 
gold  in  a fornace,yet  that  is  to  be  vnderffood  of  him,  who 
is  fuch  a one  indeede.  For  if  we  fliould  exped  the  firff  tri- 
all  vpoii  our  felues  in  time  of certaine  danger,  thereby  to 
be  affiired  and  out  of  doubt,  if  then  he  fliould  faile  vs  it 
would  bring  vs  in  great  per  ill : fo  that  we  were  better  to 
trie  him  when  we  ftand  not  in  need,  requefting  him  not- 
with{fanding,as  if  we  were  vrged,  and  flood  in  need  ofhis 
helpe  and  alliflancein  a matter  of  importance.  If  then  he 
go  forward  with  a found  zeale  and  rcadieaffedion,we  are 
afliired  of  him  againfl  another  time.  But  if  he  flagger,and 
do  it  coldly,or  turne  away  his  face  & refufe  it,belides  that 
we  haue  no  huf t or  hinderance,  we  fliall  aifo  gaine  much 
by  withdrawing  fuch  a friend  gently,  and  by  little  & little 
from  our  table,  and  from  our  profperitie  : alwaies  wifely 
obferuing  that  this  friendfliip  be  fimplieforfaken,  andnofuenl°  ^ ^ ^ 
enmitie  vndertaken . For  it  is  not  good  or  feemly  to  quar- 
rell  with  him,with  whom  we  haue  liued  familiarly.More- 
ouer,  wemuft  note  heere,  thattriail  is  to  be  made  in  an 
honeft ,not  in;i  wicked  matter.  For  we  muft  not  do,  as  we 
read  that  did,  who,  being  defirous  to  knowe 

whether  he  had  fo  many  friends  as  he  thought  he  had, cal- 
led them  vpon  a day  one  after  another  into  a darke  place,  ukdhii^riendi! 

and 
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and  iliewed  vnto  them  an  image  of  a dead  bodie/aying, 
that  it  was  a man  whom  he  had  killed,  and  requefting 
them  to  helpe  to  carie  it  away.  But  amongft  them  all  he  j 
found  none  except  Callias  that  would  harken  thereunto.  ,| 
This  kind  oFproouing  a friend  maketh  vs  vnwoorthie  of  li 
fuch  a name,  and  occafioneth  euery  good  man’  to  with- 
draw himfelfe  from  our  friendftiip.  If  we  do  all  things  \i 
( faith  Cicero ) both  good  and  bad  for  our  friends,  fuch 
friendihip  may  more  truly  be  calledaconfpiracieof  euill 
men,  than  a confedcracie  of  good  men.  But,  as  we  haiie 
faid,  we  muft  gaine  another  mans  friendfhip  by  vertue,  « 
and  not  by  vice,  as  alfo  trie  a friend  in  iuft  and  reafonable  “ 
caufes  : as  if  we  be  opprelTed  vniuftly,  if  afflidion  and  ad-  i 
uerfitie  follow  hard  at  our  heeles,if  need  or  any  other  hu-  ' 
maneaccident  betide  vs,  into  which  the  bed  men  com- 
monly fall.  After  we  arc  ftire  that  we  haue  a friend  (which 

kcc  c^fricinX  riches  ) there  is  nothing  that  we  ought  |] 

cepea  icn  defire  more  than  to  preferue  and  keepe  him.  And  firft  | 

the mutuall opinion,  which oughtto  be  in eucrie friend  I 
of  the  vertue  of  his  companion  ferueth  very  much  for  this';'^; 
matter.  For  as  faith,  The  opinion  of  vertue  is  the  1 
fountaine  of  friendlhip,  and  it  is  proper  to  vertue  to  win' t 
mens  harts,  to  draw  them  vnto  itfelfe,  and  to  preferue  j 
their  friendfliip.Nextjtheconiundion  ofmaners  andwils  ^ 
kccpethbackeall  riot  and  contentions,  when  as  the  will 
and  mind  of  the  one  Qiall  no  fooner  be  declared,  bu  t the 
Other  prefently  putteth  to  his  helping  hand  to  bring  it  to 
pa{re.Thirdly,wcare  toobferue  this  firft  4w  offriendfiiip  n 
inuiolabiy , not  to  require  our  friend  to  do  any  thing  that  “ 
is  not  iuft, or  not  in  his  power  to  performCsbut  to  content 
our  felues  with  the  vfe  and  feruice  of  that  which  he  hath,  ,j| 
without  further  feeking  his  hinderance,  after  the  example 
of  the  indiiftrious  and  painfull  bee,  which  draweth  honie 
out  of  flowers,and  hurteth  not  the  fruit.  Aboue  all  things  ^ 
we  muft  hold  this  for  a generall  rule, which  we  haue  alrca-  j 
die  touched,  that  true  and  perfed  friendfliip  ought  to  be 

Fricncifhip  mufi  free,as  charitie  is,  from  whence  (he  hath  hir  beginning : I Ij 
meane,  thacitoughttoexercifeit  felfenotforhireorre-  „ 

compence, 
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compence,  but  onely  for  his  loue,  who  is  bcloued  of  vs. 

For  the  one  is  proper  to  a friend,  the  other  fauoreth  of  a 
hireling.  True  it  is  that  friends  in  thefe  daies  are  like  to 
,crowes,  which  fly  not  but  towards  thofe  places  where 
there  is  fome  thing  to  feed  vpon  : euen  fo  they  common- 
ly vifit  not  mens  houfes  except  it  be  for  profit,  neither  re- 
uerence  a friend  longer  than  they  fee  him  inprofpericie, 
or  may  reape  fome  commoditie  by  him. But  we  muftlhuii 
fuch  parafites,  who  are  but  fainting  and  table  friends. 
JMoreouer,  we  muft  reioice  and  delight  in  the  companie 
andconuerfation  of  our  friend,  as  in  that  wherein  the 
fwcetefl'andmofl:  pleafant  fruit  of  friendihip  confilleth. 

And  for  want  of  this  benefit,  friends  muft  often  commu- 
nicate togither  by  letters,  thereby  to  (hew  that  they  line 
in  remembrance  one  of  another.  For  by  the  letter  of  a 
true  friend  the  Ipirit  is  refreflied,tbe  eies  delighted,friend- 
, fhip  confirmed, and  the  mind  contented.  Befides  we  muft 
haueour  vertLies,  fpirits,  profperitie,  yea  acquaintance, 
and  all  common  togither,  and  nothing  fecret  or  hidden . 

Laftly  wemuftyeeldto  our  friend  all  duties  and  feruices 
, of  fincere  friendihip,  and  that  in  all  honeft  and  profitable 
things  according  to  right  & iuftice,vvhich  are  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  an  holie  loue,  defiring  the  like  of  him  to- 
wards vs.  Aboue  all  things  his  aiflidion  or  aduerfitie,  and 
all  iniurie  offered  him,  ought  to  be  common  to  vs  with 
him,whcrein  we  are  to  aflift  and  helpe  him  with  all  fuccor 
and  fweet  confolation,  which  is  as  fouereigne  and  fit  a re- 
medie  as  can  be  applied  vnto  him,  cfpccially  when  good 
dodrine  is  ioined  with  our  fpeech.  Wctroi^halereus  con-  -pfja/eretis 
fefled  very  well  that  he  had  good  experience  when  he  was 
banifhed  from  his  kingdome, faying  that  his  meeting  with  - 
Crates  the  wife  man  had  taken  from  him  all  care  and 
thought  of  his  miferie.And  if  friendihip  can  greatly  dimi- 
niflithe  greefethatcommeth  by  aduerfitie,  no  doubt  but 
it  can  adde  as  much  grace  and  pleafure  to  profperitie . We 
may  effedalldutie  whatfoeuerweoweto  our  friend,  by  Howmany 
' fuccouring  him  with  fewer  things : namely,with  our  per- 
fon,  with  our  goods,  witii  comfort,  and  with  counfell. 

Which 
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Which  we  may  alfo  comprehend  vnder  thefe  two  duties, 
ofreleeuingtheneceflfitieof  ourfriend,  and  of  comfor- 

xirku'  hiraufe.whatnerrealoii 
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ting  him  in  his  tribulation.  Now’  bicaufe,wmatperreaion 
foeuer  is  in  our  friend,  as  likewife  in  our  felues,  it  cannot 
be  but  there  wdll  be  alw^aies  fome  imperfection  mingled 
therewith  (mens  doings  being  ncuer  without  fome  euill) 
we  muft  not  prefume  to  be  able  to  build  fuch  a perfeCt 
friendfliip  as  (hall  be  void  and  free  of  all  vice.  And  there- 
fore w’^e  muft  gently  fupport  and  beare  w ith  all  wants  and 
difeommodities  of  our  friend,  and  oftentimes  frame  our 
felues  to  many  paflions,  fothey  be  not  diredly  contrarie  '« 
tovertue.  butfuchas  proceed  from  theimbecillmeand 
frailtieof  nature  common  with  vs.  Neuertheles  againft 
fuchimperfeaions  we  muft  in  time  conuement  and  to 
purpofe,vfe  free  and  gentle  admonitions,which  are  lo  ne- 
ceffaric  in  fricndlhip,  and  worthie  of  fuch  confideration, 
that  in  my  opinion  we  (hall  do  well  to  m^e  a feuerall  dil- 
courfe  thereof.  Now  ifit  come  fo  to  pa4e,that  Tome  dil- 
pleafure  or  iar  happen  betweene  v3,then  is  the  time  wher- 
in  we  ought  moft  of  all  to  ftudie  and  labour  how  we  may 
do  fome  profitable  or  honorable  thing  to  our  fnend:and 
not  harken  to  flanderous  toongs,  which  watch  forfo™  il 
fmall  and  light  occafion  topowreout  the  poilon  ot  dil- 
cord  thereby  to  rent  and  breake  a funder  our  good  and 
fure  friendfliip . To  fuch  parafites,  and  ferap-gatherers  at « 
free-coft  feafts.who  feeke  for  nothing  but  their  own  gam 
bvthedifagreementof  others,  wemuftneuer  guieeare, 

butdriuethemasfarfromvs,astheythinketocomeneer« 

vs  And  to  the  end  we  may  be  the  better  affefted  and  dif-  a 
pofed  heerunto.wemuft  often  callto  remembrance,what . 
benefit  and  happines  commeth  to  fuch  men  as  arelinKea 
togither  by  true  and  vnfained  friendihip  : as  namely,  in  = 
thofc  affaires  at  which  we  cannot  be  prefent  our  felues; 
the  fidelitie  of  a friend  fupplieth  our  place.  From  whence 
we  will  draw  this  conclufion,  that  he  which  violateth 
friendfiiip,  fetteth  himfelfe  againft  the  common  fuccour  ii 
and  aide  of  all  men,  and  as  much  as  in  him  lieth,  ouer- 
throweth  humane  focietie.  For  we  cannot  do  all  things 
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ourfelues,  and  therefore  fricndfliips  are  ioined  togither, 
that  by  mutiiall  duties  one  may  profit  another. Now  con- 
fidering  that  all  the  aboiie  named  things  arc  both  necef- 
farieand  alfo  very  hard  and  difficult  to  be  obferued  and 
kept  in  true  friendfliip,  a man  may  cafily  iiidge  thattliis 
fo  excclienr  a fympathie  and  fellow  feeling  of  two  friends 
is  very  rare,  and  not  eafily  found : and  by  a more  forcible 
reafonit  followeth,  that  it  is  altogither  impoffible  that  Agaiidhhc  piu- 
many  fuch  friends  fliould  be  linked  togither.So  that  who-  friends, 

focuer  goeth  about  any  fuch  matter  can  ncuer  attaine  to 
a ccrcaine  and  durable  friendfliip.  For  it  mufl  needes  fol- 
low, that  he  which  beginneth  new  friendfliip  cannot  but 
diminifliandwaxe  faint  inaffedionin  regard  of  his  for- 
mer friendfliip, w’hercin  he  was  in  a maner  fetlcd.Yea,how 
can  he  obferueall  dutifull  points  of  a ffedfafl:  friend,  as 
well  in  mutuallconiierfation  and  communication  of  all 
things , as  in  helping  his  friend  in  all  his  affaires , if  he 
haue  many  friends  to  looke  vnto,  who  may  all  ftandin 
needeof  him  atone  and  the  fame  time  } It  is  certaine 
that  in  feruingone  he  would  be  wanting  to  the  other, 
and  peraduenture  to  both , whilft  he  doubteth  which 
to  helpe  firfl:.  But  there  is  yet  a further  matter  in  it. Do  we 
not  take  him  for  our  enimie,who  is  enimie  to  our  friend  > 


It  is  moft  certainly  fo  : as  the  wife  man  Chtlon  very  fitly 
fignified  fo  much  to  one  who  boafl:ed,that  he  had  ncuer  a 
fo.Then  haft  thou  neuer  a friend,  quoth  ChilofiS^tingitis  Hcthathathnc- 
impoffible,  by  reafon  of  the  wickednes  of  men  , that  two  ueJ  a friend!*"^’ 
perfons  fliould  Hue  in  the  world  without  enimies.  Where- 


upon Phtarke  faith,lf  thou  feekefl:  for  a fwarme  of  friends 
thou  con fiderefl  not  that  thoufalleft  into  a wafps  neafl: 
of  enimies.  Heercqf  it  is  that  hiftories,  when  they  fet  be- 
fore vs  examples  of  true  and  excellent  friendfliip  make  xhebeftand 
mention  onely  of  two  perfons  : as  of  lomthcin  and  Dauid^  Send"ihr^itbc 
whofefriendihip  could  not  be  hindered  by  the  wrath  of  tweenc  one  cou- 
the  father  of  the  one,  no  not  although  he  knew,  that  his 
friend  fliould  raigne  ouer  him,  notwithhanding  he  were 
by  inheritance  to  fucceed  next  in  the  kingdome.  So  we 
read  of  one  zAchtlles  v^^Tatroclm^  of  wdiom  the  one  falfi- 
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fied  his  oth,  which  was  that  he  would  neuer  fight,  to  the  t| . 
end  he  might  reuenge  the  death  of  the  other.  There  was^  ^<5  ' 
but  one  Orestes  znd^jUdes,  both  of  them  calling them-|;, 
felues  by  the  name  ofOreJles  who  was  condemned  to  die,  |j 
thereby  to  faue  the-lifc  of  his  companion.  Neither  was  - ■ 
there  any  mo  than  one  SphenttsandEuertiMs,  andone2>^-*  .1 
mo»  and  Pythias^wo  of  which  being  condemned  to  die  by- 
rDiotiypsu  the  tyrant  of  Siracufa,had  their  pardon  granted  j 
them  by  realbn  of  the  conftancie  and  Ifabilitie  of  the  r 
friendfliip  that  was  between  them  and  their  conipanions,  ; | 
whereof  they  ihewed  this  proofe.  The  two  condemned 
perfons  bcfought  to  licence  them  to  go  vnto 

their  countrie,  that  they  might  take  fome  order  for  their  t 
houlliold  affaires  before  they  died.  The  tyrant  fcorningii 
atthis,  asked  them  what  pledges  they  would  pawnefor  - 
their  returne. Whereupon  the  two  other  friends  willingly® 
offered  themfelues  for  pledges,  and  fo  fix  moneths  fpace||||J 
being  granted,  they  were  fet  at  libertie.  When  the  end  of  ^1 
this  time  drew  nie,  many  mocked  thefe  poore  cautions : ™| 
but  they  nothing  aftoniihed  made  anfwer,  that  tney  |1 

certaine  and  fure  their  friends  would  notin  any  cafe  fade  1 
of  their  promife.  And  indeede  they  arriued  the  laft  ; 
that  was  granted  vnto  them . Whereat  the  tyrant  wonde-^ 
ringjforgaue  the  condemned  parties,  and  praied  them  t^ill 
receiue  him  for  a third  man  into  their  frienddiip.So  great]i| 
force  had  vertuc,  that  it  could  pacific  choler  and  cruelti^^ 
in  his  hart,  whofe  vertue  confided  in  nothingelfe  but  inS 
i-.fiftrsm- letter  vice.Weread  ofaletter  written  by  prince  ofthcMj 

sohisnephevv.  Athenians,  fcruing  for  a notable  example  or  the  force  otM 
friendfliip,  which  oftentimes  is  greater  than  all  confan-^j 
guinirie.  For  hauing  intelligence,  that  his  ne-J 

phew  was  of  a confpirapeagainft  him, he  wrote  vnto  him  g 
in  tliefe  words:  Nephew  Thrafulns,xhou  fliouldft  haue  cal-^^^ 
led  to  remembrance,  not  that  I brought  thee  vp  in  my|j. 
houfe,  that  thou  art  come  of  my  blood,  that  I haue  com-  - 
municated  my  fecrets  with  thee , that  I haue  giuen  thee 
my  daughter  to  wife  with  the  halfe  of  my  goods , but  a- 
bouc  all  things, that  I Joued  thee  as  a friend.  1 hou  art  be- 

come 
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come  a traitor  towards  me,  which  I would  neuer  haue 
fufpeded , confidering  that  I neuer  deferued  any  fuch 
thing  at  thy  hands.  And  therefore  I would  gladly  I had  fo 
much  authoritie  ouer  my  felfe,  that  as  I can  (liake  off  this 
alliance,  fo  I could  alfo  falfifie  our  frienddiip,  which  I can 
neither  do,  nor  determine  of,  my  fidelitie  faued . Tor  the 
confanguinitie  that  I haue  with  thee  may  be  feparated,  as 
being  within  the  veines  : but  the  lone  I beare  thee  can- 
not, feeing  it  is  within  my  hart.  A thoufand  other  exam- 
ples of  couples  ioined  in  friendfliip  are  to  be  found  in  hi- 
hiftories.  In  the  meane  while  we  haue  to  note,  that  al- 
though we  meafure  friendiliip  heere  by  the  number  of 
two,  yet  our  meaning  is  not  to  exclude  others  altogithcr. 

For  we  know,  that  true  charitie  extendeth  it  felfe  vnro 
eueryone,  that  vv^e  are  bound  to  lone  euen  ourenimies, 
and  to  do  good  to  all,  but  yet  amongft  all  we  may  choofe 
one  onely  friend  to  loue,  and  to  be  loued  againe  of  him 
in  perfedion.  Neuertheles  we  muft  labour  by  a thoufand 
good  duties  to  get  the  good  will  of  all  men,  and  in  what 
place  foeuer  we  be  to  follow  the  wife  counfell  of  Polybius 
giuen  to  Sciph  AfiicanwyhdX  he  (hould  neuer  depart  from 
the  publike  place  of  authoritie  before  he  had  gotten  vnto 
himfelfefome  new  friend  and  well  wilier.  This  belongeth 
to  them  efpecially  that  haue  wealth  at  wil,and  are  in  pub- 
like offices,  and  fauored  of  the  mightier  fort ; and  there- 
fore are  fo  much  the  more  bound  thereunto,  as  alfo  to 
take  delight  in  doing  good  to  manic,  notfparingany  of 
their  fubftance.  We  haue  famous  examples  heereof  a- 
mohgft  the  ancients.  That  great  Romane  captaine  and 
iZo\\{\ATitPtsPUminiiUy  who  deliuered  and  freed  all  Grsr-  rimvkmi- 
cia  from  bondage , and  twife  in  battell  ranged  difeomii- 
ted  Thilip  king  of  Macedonia, is  exceedingly  commended 
ofhiftonographers,  not  onely  bicaufe  he  was  readieto 
pleaftire  euerie  onCjbut  alfo  bicaufe  he  tooke  fuch  delight  - 
therein,that  he  would  alwaies  remainc  well  afFeded  euen 
to  thofe  whom  he  had  once  pleafured,  as  if  himfelfe  had 
rcceiued  the  benefit : infomuch  that  he  was  alwaies  ready 
to  do  them  more  good.  Wherby  he  fliewed  himfelfe  truly 
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zealous  of  vertiie^which  is  neuer  fet  on  work  for  the  hope 
of  any  earthly  recompence, feeing  the  price  and  reward  of 
a vertuoiis  deed  ought  onely  to  be  the  doing  thereof. 
Therefore  Cicero  faid  very  well,  that  no  Commonwealth 
can  either  with  too  little,  or  too  late  recompence  hir  na- 
tine  countriman.Now  to  conclude  our  prefent  difeourfe, 
we  fay,  that  friendildp  is  fo  excellent  a thing,  that  there  is 
no  comparifon  betweene  it  and  any  other  worldly  good; 
that  it  is  vertue,  which  frameth  and  vniteth  togithcr  per- 
fedfriendibips,  and  that  if  they  be  once  forfaken,  they 
cannot  longer  continue.  Therefore  honeftie  (as  Cicero 
faith)is  to  be  placed  aboue  friendlbip  and  profit,and  reli- 
gion, iuftice,  and  fidelitie  are  to  be  preferred  before  the 
vniuftrequefts  of  our  friends,  howfoeuer  they  might  be 
profitable  for  this  life,either  to  them  or  to  our  felues.We 
fay,  that  whileft  we  labour  to  make  all  men  our  well- wil- 
lers  by  doing  them  good, according  to  the  duty  of  a good 
nature,  if  we  meete  with  one  fureand  certaine  friend  a- 
mongft  them  all,  w^e  haue  gotten  a great  and  incompara- 
Nothincbcttec  ble  tteafute  .*  feeing  there  is  nothing  more  fit  for  life,  or 
fvert^ouTmrrl!  mote  commodius  for  a good  and  happie  life,  than  toliue 
w’ith  a vertuous  man  and  our  friend,  whofe  fidelitie,  inte- 
gritie,  and  conftancie  are  ruled  by  charitie.  Laftly  we  fay, 
that  three  things  are  very  requifite  and  neceflarie  for  the 
fnend^ip!’'  foundation  and  afiTurance  of  this  friendlhip : namely,ver- 
tue,  as  that  which  is  honeft  ; Co»uerJario^,zsp\c2i(‘3.nt2.r\d 
agreeable  \ Profit,  2iS  helpfull.  Which  is  as  much  toray,as, 
that  we  mufl:  receiue  a friend  after  we  haue  knowen  and 
prooued  him,  that  we  muft  reioice  in  his  companic,  and 
vfe  him  in  our  need,  as  w'e  defire  him  to  do  the  like  by  vs. 
So  that  he  which  can  boaft  of  Rich  a friend  is  very  happie. 

Of  R eprehen fiofi  and  Admomtio?i.  Ch,tp.  i q. « 

A c H I-  T"^IuineT/;2/<?  writing  a letter  toDionyfim  the 
TOE.  I 1 tyrant  of  Syracufa  in  the  behalfe  of  Heli- 
con  the  Mathematician , after  many  and 
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great  commendations  fpokcn  of  him,  addeth  this, that  he 

wrote  thefc  things  of  a man,  that  is,  of  a lining  creature,  Manismutabic. 

by  nature  mutable  and  foone  changed.  Thelikealfo  he 

fpake  of  thofe  that  were  well  brought  vp  and  inftruded  in 

Athens. I feareyet(quoth  he)that  being  men,  and  the  of- 

(pring  of  other  men  they  will  make  kno wen  the  great  in- 

firmitie  and  frailtie  of  mans  life,  which  truly,  being  com- 

palTed  about,  and  asit  were  belieged  with  infinite  mife- 

ries,  is  fo  eahly  troubled  , that  the  wifeh  (land  alwaics  in 

needofinftriidion,  and  ought  to  be  awakened  andad- 

moniflied  of  their  dutic.  Whereunto  the  free  reprehcnfi- 

on,  andfweete  admonition  of  a friend  doth  not  a little 

profit.  Wherefore  my  counfell  is,  that  we  handle  it  pre- 

fcntly,  without  departing  from  the  matter  of  our  former 

difeourfe. 

A s E R*  True  friends  (faith  Socrates )mu{kv\oX.  through 
flatteriefeeketo  gaine  the  fauour  of  their  friends,  butre- 
prooue  them  rather,  that  for  their  benefit  they  may  re- 
duce them  to  a better  way. 

A M A N A.  To  admonifli  and  to  be  admoniihed  (faith  5^- 
^^-c^jare  proper  to  truefriendfhip.  And  C/cero  faith, that  a. 
man  may  defpaire  of  his  fafetie,  whofe  eares  are  clofed  vp 
againft  the  truth,and  cannot  abide  reprehenfion.  Let  vs 
therefore  heare  Aram  handle  this  fubied. 

Aram.^  Oneofthegreateft,  moft  profitable  and  ne- 
cefTarie  fruits,  which  fpring  out  of  cuery  good  andholie 
friendfliip,  and  are  noted  and  reaped  by  the  acceptable  oneofthegrea- 
and  long  conuerfation  of  a prudent  & wife  friend,is  that  ped  in“frkni* 
free  reprehenfion  and  fweet  admonition,  which  ought  to 
be  mutuall  betweene  all  true  friends  ;■  feeing  the  fraile  in- 
conftancie  of  man  is  fuch,that  euen  the  iufteu  man(as  the 
feripture  raith)finneth  feuen  times  a day.But  man  hauing 
pride  and  prefumption  naturally  rooted  in  his  foule, 
howfoeuer  he  feeth  a mote  in  his  brothers  eie,  yet  he  per^ 
ceiueth  not  the  great  beame  that  clofeth  vp  his  owne 
eies.  Thismakethhimbold(asitisthepropcrtieofvice 
to  be  hcadftrong)  to  defend  and  maintaine,  that  he  hath 
alwaies  done  well,  and  not  eafily  to  harken  to  his  reafons 
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that  reprooueth  him^were  it  not  that  the  rnightie  and  in- 
uiolable  bondoffriendlhip,asof  a fecond-felfedidcon- 
- ‘ ftraine  him  to  lend  his  care  to  his  friend  through  the  opi- 

nion which  he  hath  conceiued  of  him  and  his  vertue. 
True  it  is,  that  if  there  were  amongft  vs  fuch  a re  formati- 
on of  life  and  maners , and  that  lone  ioined  with  obe- 
A notable  cu.  dieiice  might  take  place  now, as  it  did  long  (ince  amongft 
itomeofchc  La-  the  Lacedemonians,(who  obferued  this  cuftome  inuiola- 
ccdeinomans.  ^ to  puniQi  him  that  did  not  reprooueanothers  fault 
committed  in  his  prefence , with  the  fame  piini(hment 
which  was  infiided  vpon  the  offender  himfelfe,  & fliarply' 
to  chaftice  him  that  refifted , or  was  angry  at  the  repre- 
henlion  ) we  Ihould  not  fee  fb  great  winking  at  vices  and 
imperfeftions,  nor  fiich  impudent refifting  and  fliameles 
contempt  of  all  good  admonition  as  raigneth  now  a dais 
amongft  vs,who  vnskilfully  termc  this  friendffip,  not  to 
corred  one  another, but  rather  to  couer  & to  winke  at  all 
faults.  But  feeing  our  age  is  fo  greatly  corrupted,  we  may 
eafily  know  what  a pretious  and  neceffarie  thing  it  is,  to 
haue  found  a prudentand  wife  friend,  who  knoweth  how 
to  vie  wholefome  and  lharpe  reprehcnfion,  as  apreferua- 
tiue  medicine,  that  faiieth  the  patients  life , beingmini- 
ftredinconnenienttime,andtopurpofe.  Which  thing  if 
it  be  not  wifely  obferued  herein  (as  in  all  other  things)  it 
greatly  hiirteth,and  depriueth  the  admonition  ofprofitc 
and  elhcacie.  Therefore  a friend  being  oppohte  to  a flat- 
terer,who  ftudieth  for  nothing  but  to  pleafe,  to  do  and  to  • 
fpeake  10  his  liking  whom  he  flattereth  (which  is  enough 
tooucrthrowfrieiKhhip  , whofe  ftrength  is  onelyin  ver- 
A friend compa-  tucjought  to  deal  as  a skilful  mufitian,who  in  the  tuning 
red  to  amufuio.  of  his  inftrumcnt  fetteth  vp  fom  ofhis  firings,  and  letteth 
downe  others.  So  a prudent  friend  yeeldeth  vnto  fome 
things,but  refufeth  and  contraricth  others,  changing  his 
minde  as  honeflie  and  profit  require.  He  is  not  afraide 
fometimeto  make  his  friend  fad  with  intent  and  purpofe 
to  profit  him,not  to  breake  friendlhip.  Likewife  he  is  not 
greatly  to  care  although  he  fee  his  friend  angred,  fo  that 
he  be  bettred,  confidering  that  anger  may  better  be  tol-  • 

lerated 
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lerated  than  vice.  ^^/r//^/^kingofSpartaraid,thatheIi- 
kedwelltobepraifcd  of  fuch  h iendsas  would  not  fpare 
him  atall , but  were  ready  to  blame  him  alfo  whenfoeuer 
hegauethem  occafio  fo  to  do.To  this  cffc^EpiElettu  faid, 
that  as  a woolfe  in  fome  fort  relcmblei  a dog,  fo  a flatte- 
rer was  like  a friend  : and  therefore  that  we  ought  to  be- 
ware, leaft  in  flead  of  good  dogs  for  fafegard , we  receiiie 
vnto  vs  moft  pernitious  & hurtfull  woolues.For  it  is  bet- 
ter ( as  Antislhenes  faid  ) to  fland  at  the  curtefie  of  crowes 
than  of  flatterers,  fecingthe  one  deuoure  dead  carkafles, 
and  the  other  lining  men.  Now  let  vs  confiderof  the 
meanes  how  to  vfe  aptly  and  to  purpofe  this  fo  healthfull 
medicine  in  friendfliip,  I meane  reprehenflon  and  admo- 
nition.Sometimes  it  is  neceflarie(faith  Cicero)i'oxvs  to  re-  Howwemuit 
buke  our  friends,  wherein  we  are  to  vfe  a nioreauflere  vrereprehen- 
countenance  and  vehement  fpeech  : but  too  great  feueri- 
tie  and  oner  much  fadnes  ought  to  be  far  from  vs.  For  al- 
though grauitie  be  a vertue,  yet  friendfliip  is  more  famili- 
ar, free  and  pleafant.  We  muft  alfo  take  heed  that  it  ap- 
pecre  not  we  be  in  choler,  but  rather  that  we  com  againft 
our  wils  to  do  this  dutic,as  furgeons  do  to  cut  off  and  to 
burne,and  that  very  rarely,  when  there  is  no  way  to  finde 
or  vfe  any  other  receit.  Moreouer  if  one  behold  his  friend 
in  fome  great  afflidion  , knowing  it  to  be  the  nature  of 
aduerfitie  to  make  men  of  troubled  & vexed  rpirits,foonc 
cholerike  and  vnwillingto  heare,  and  at  fuch  a time  to 
be  offended  at  good  and  true  fpeeches  (eiien  as  honie  al- 
though it  be  fwe^t,  yet  breedeth  greefe  when  it  is  applied 
to  vlcers)!  fay  a friend  well  aduifed  ought  then  to  beware 
that  he  vfe  no  fliarp  or  biting  words, which  are  apt  to  pro- 
uoke  him  to  anger , that  is  prefled  with  aduerfitie.  And 
xh\s didiTjthagora^  meane  to  teach  vs  learnedly  by  that 
enigmaticall  precept  or  riddle , which  forbiddeth  vs  to 
Stirre  tf  the  fire  with  a fword.  A man  ought  rather  in  fuch  a 
cafe  to  minifter  fome  fuch  fweec  and  gratious  fpeech  of 
comfort , as  yeeldeth  and  giueth  place  a little  to  the  iuft 
greefe  of  his  friend,  and  from  whence  he  may  draw'  fome 
eafeofhiseuill,  whether  it  bein  talking  thereof  togither 
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with  him , or  otherwife  in  lamenting  the  fame.  And  this 
muft  be  done  before  any  mention  be  made  of  a remedie, 
or  any  other  conuenient  matter  of  talking  with  him  be 
fought  after  .In  this  fort  for  a man  to  comfort  himfelfe  is 
no  lefle  difficult  a matter  ( as  Thales  faid  ) than  it  is  for  a 
phifition  to  cure  himfelfe.  Aboue  all  things  we  muft  be 
verie  circumfpeci:  when  wc  fee  our  friend  lately  angred  by 
reafon  of  feme  pregnant  and  notable  iniurie  or  wrong  re- 
ceiued  from  another.  For  then  in  fteade  of  being  impor- 
tunate with  him  prefently  to  forgiue  the  iniurie,or  of  fee- 
king  to  perfwade  him  to  thinke  it  a fmall  fault , thereby 
endeuoring  at  thefirft  dafh  to  bring  him  to  reafon,  we 
muft  intreat  him  gently  to  deferre  the  punifhment,  and 
after  by  little  and  little,  and  by  degrees  to  pacific  and  ap- 
pcafe  him. For  it  is  verie  certain, that  when  vrrath  is  much 
kindled  and  the  hart  inraged,  a man  cannot  eafily  receiue 

comfort,nor  fo  fodainly  conceiue  and  vnderftan  d reafon . 

And  therefore  amongft  other  things  gaue  this 

Timebringeth  counfai^e  to  the  empetot  Traianto  be  patient  towards  fu- 
?o"ooXrdef  as  rious  folks,  coiifidcring  that  time  modcrateth  as  manie 
things,as  reafon  doth  changc.Notwithftanding  when  the 
queftion  is  of  reftraining  a difordinate  pleafure,  of  repref- 
fingcholer  or  peeuifhnes  that  paffeth  the  bounds  of  all 
reafon, of  bridling  infolencie,  which  is  gone  too  farre  out 
of  fquare,  of  hindring  fome  notable  couetoufnes,  or  of 
ftaying  fome  foolifti  motion,  or  fuperfluous  palfion,  then 
is  the  time  wherein  a prudent  and  good  friend  ought  to 
be  vehement  and  earneft,and  to  double  the  fpeech  of  his 
admonition  ; yea  to  frame  himfelfe  fo,  as  if  the  imperfec- 
tion proceeded  from  himfelfe,  & as  though  his  own  vtter 
vndoing  lay  thereupon.  In  fuch  a cafe  he  is  to  follow  that 
goodGraccian  captaine  Thocton , who , when  his  friend 
wouldhaue  caft  away  himfelfe, faid  that  he  would  not  fiif- 
ferhim,bicaufehe  was  made  his  friend  for  that  purpofe. 
Therefore  w'henfoeuer  any  fuch  occafion  is  offred , a man 
is  not  to  ftayvntill  the  fault  be  committed , that  he  may 
then  giue  his  friend  fome  good  inftruffion.  For  then  it 
would  come  to  late, and  no  leffe  vnfitly,than  that  Porters 
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warning, who  after  he  had  hit  Cato,bad  him  bewarc.Whac 
(anfwercd  wilt  thou  giue  meyct  another  blowc 
Moreouer  we  miift  take  good  heed  that  all  reprehending 
of  one  friend  by  another  be  done  ( as  we  commonly  faie) 
betweene  two  priiiate  wals , that  is,  fecretly  when  tiie 
doore  is  Oiut : bicaufe  the  difeouerie  of  any  linne  or  vice 
! (euen as offom  foule direa{c)is alwaies  riiamefiill.Thc ex- 
ample of  thefe  two  Cages, Socrares  and  P/.ao, will  Htly  agree 
' to  this  tnatzcr.Socri^tfx  being  fom what  more  earncfl:  than 
his  ciiftbme  was  with  one  of  his  familiar  friends  before  a 
great  companic,PLto  could  not  containc  himfelf  but  faid 
vntohim  : Had  not  this  beene  better  fpoken  priuatcly 
apart  ? And  had  not  your  felfe  (quoth  Socrates)donc  bet- 
ter,if  you  had  told  me  priuately  of  this  which  now  you  vt- 
ter  ? Whereupon  we  may  further  learne  this  lefTon  , that 
it  is  alwaies  ealie  enough  to  reprooue  another, but  that  al 
ourreprehenhonsare  blame  woorthy , if  we  reape  not 
this  inllruaion  thereby,  to  corred,  or  to  auoide  the  like 
errors  in  our  felues.  Thus  doth  the  felfe  fjme  P/atoteach 
vs  faying,  that  we  muftdefeend  into  our  inward  parts,  Sc 
C?.y  euerkone  wkhhimCdCe,  o?7e  ? Other-  v/ctr.ufUor- 

wife  a man  might  truly  reproch  vs  with  that  faying  taken  reft  in  our  id  ues 
out  of  an  olde  Trage'die,  Sch  mm;ded  night  doth  feeko  to 
filue  the  fores  that  others  hatee.  But  as  we  fee  our  owne  cies  prehendin 
(Line  within  the  apples  of  our  neighbour^  eies , fo  ought 
we  in  the  life  of  other  men  to  lay  our  owne  before  vs,  and 
to  purge  them  ofthofe  vices  which  wc  reprehend.'  For  as 
Lj/fvader  made  this  anfwere  to  a Megarian  , who  thruft 
himfelfe  foreward  to  fpeake  aloud  for  the  liberty  of  Gra- 
cia in  a general  I affemblie  of  coiinfell.  That  fpeech  my  friend 
hadneedof  amightie citte  : fo  may  it  be  laide  to  euerieone 
that  vfeth  freely  to  reprehend  others, that  his  maners  had 
need  to  be  well  reformed.  Therefore  l^kto  fiid  that  he 
corrected  Speufippus  by  the,  example  of  his  life.  In  like  fort, 
XemcratescoLCirnghlsek  vpon  Polcmon,  who  in  dilTolute  sundryinftruc- 
apparell  was  entred  into  his  fchoole,  changed  and  refor-  tionshow  toad- 
med  all  by  his  oiiely  lookes.This  alfo  will  be  a good  and 
honeft  way  to  makeour  reprehenfibii  both  profitable  & 

well 
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well  liked  of,  when  we  infold  ourfelues  in  that  fault, 
which  we  reprooue  in  others  : as  that  wife  man  Socrates 
vfed  to  do,  when  he  checked  and  taught  yoong  men,  fay- 
ing that  himfelfe  was  not  deliiiered  from  ignorance , but 
had  need  to  be  inftruded  with  them  in  venue,  & to  feeke 
out  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  For  when  one  acciifeth 
himfelfe  as  fubied  to  the  fame  faults  that  his  friend  is , & 
protefteth  that  his  meaning  is  to  corred  and  reprooue 
him,  as  if  he  were  himfelfe,  it  caufeth  him  that  reprehen- 
deth  to  be  loued  and  reuerenced,  and  procureth  grea- 
ter credite  to  his  fayings.  Let  vs  further  obferue  this,that 
cuerie  reprehenfion  betwcene  friend  and  friend  ought  to 
be  pure,  and  voide  of  all  priuate  palfions.  Infomuch  that 
if  we  perceiue  our  felues  contemned,  and  after  a fort  de- 
fpifed,  yet  muft  we  teftifie  our  fincere  and  louing  affedi- 
/ on  in  {peaking  freely  in  the  behalfe  of  others  that  are  like- 
wife  defpifedjbut  not  framing  our  talke  in  any  Ibrt  for  our 
owne  defence.  Euerie  admonition  thus  grounded  as  I 
haue  faid,  cannot  but  be  profitable  and  well  liked  of  our 
friend,  as  that  which  caufeth  the  offender  both  to  reue- 
rencehim  that  gaue  it,  and  to  blufli  forlhamc,noc  daring 
once  to  lift  vp  his  eies  againft  ir.  But  forafmuch  as  natu- 
rally we  hate  to  be  reprooued  and  blamed , as  we  learned 
in  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe,  we  muft  know  that  to 
cure  fuch  a pernitiousinclination,  nothing  can  profite  vs 
fomuch  astobeleeue,  that  the  beginning  of  good  life  is 
to  be  blamed  and  baited  at.  Forman,  by  nature  inclined 
vertue,can  neuer  hate  euill  before  he 
vnderftand  what  miferieit  bringcth.So  that  when  he  lin- 
neth  if  his  friend  lay  the  infamie  and  (liame  of  his  offence 
before  his  eies,  vnleffe  he  be  altogither  paft  fliame , and 
fraught  with  impudencie,hemuft  needs  giue  place  to  the 
truth,which  is  inuincible,and  fo  with  Hiamc  not  to  be  dif- 
commended , he  is  induced  to  reforme  his  life  according 
to  the  patterne  ofcomlines  and  honeftie.Therefore  T/ato 
faid,  that  w'e  are  greatly  beholding  to  them  that  tell  vs 
of  our  faults,  and  fhew  vs  what  way  we  muft  keepe  : bi- 
caufc  it  is  better  for  vs  to  amende  by  being  corrededof 

another, 
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another,than  to  vndoo  our  felucs  by  foolifli  perfcuerancc. 
Moreouerasall  true  and  perfect  lone  ought  to  be  gene- 
rail,  and  to  extend  it  felfe  indifferently  vnto  all  without 
exception  of  perfons,  fo  likew ife  euerie  one  according  to 
hisfeuerall  place  ought  to  admonifli  and  to  corred  thofe 
that  do  arniffe  as  often  as  occafion  is  offred  vnto  them,  ik 
cheefely  they  that  arc  neerc  to  great  men  are  bound  to  do 
it,  but  with  diferetion  and  great  delibcration.Thus  much 
did5<//?;^fignifie  toone  j who  by  way  of  admonilhment  soionsgoodad. 
told  him,  that  princes  were  either  not  to  be  approched 
vnto,  or  elfe  to  be  pleafed  : Nay  contrariwife  ( faid  the  princes.  . 
wife  man)either  they  are  not  to  be  come  neere  vnto , or 
eife  the  truth  is  to  be  told  them.  We  may  obferueinHnite 
examples  amongfl:  tlie  ancients  woorthy  to  be  remem- 
bred, of  the  great  freedome, which  they  vfed  in  reprehen- 
ding and  fliewing  the  faults  not  onely  of  their  familiar 
friends, but  generally  of  all  others : and  efpecially  of  their 
kings,princesand  magiftrates,  who  bicaufe  they  fee  and 
heare  for  the  moftpart  by  other  mens  eies  & earcs,  ought 
neceifarijy  tohauefuch  friends,  counfailors  and  feruants 
about  them , as  will  freely  teil  them  the  truth,  as  hereaf- 
ter wc  may  difeourfe  more  at  large.  This  caufed  IHHtarkjio 
fay,that  a philofopherought  cheefely  to  kecpecompanie  ouginZlTlon- 
with  princes  and  great  lords,  and  that  it  was  the  point  of  uerrmewith*^ 
a wife  inan,and  ofonc  that  is  wel  affedied  to  the  common 
wealth  to  be  endued  with  common  louc , and  to  inquire 
afterjor  toaccept&intertainefuch  afriendlhip,  as  might 
be  commodious  and  bcneficiall  to  many  in  particuler,  & 
much  more  in  generall  to  them  all.  And  truely  they  that 
company  with  priuatemen , and  labor  toinftrud  them, 
may  well  make  them  contented,  milde  andgratious  in 
themrelues,and  profitable  to  them  onely  : but  he  that  ta- 
keth  away  an  euill  qualitie  from  a lord  and  magifrrate,  or 
diredeth  his  wil  and  intention,  as  it  ought  to  be , plaieth 
the  part  of  aphilofopherin  the  behalfeof  common  corii- 
nioditie,  and  corredeth  that  mould  and  patterne  accor- 
ding to  which  all  the  fubieds  are  framed  andgouerned. 

This  kind  of  free  admonition  vfed  towards 

whom 


I 6 Of  Reprehenfion  i 

sMons  co»nfdi  wliom  hc  perceiucd  to  be  blowne  and  puft  vp  with  pridej  , 
giuctitoCr*fiis.  through  an  opinion  of  earthly  and  vncertaine  ielicity,ad- 
monilhing  him  to expeft  what  the  ende  would  be.  The 
Gods  ( quoth  he  to  him)  haue  giuen  to  vs  the  refidue  of 
the  Grecians  all  things  after  a meane  fort , and  namely  a 

bafe&populerwifedome.notroiallormagnificalhwhich  I ^ 

as  it  giueth  vs  to  vnderftand  that  the  life  ot  man  is  fubie^  ] 

to  infinite  changes , fo  it  forbiddeth  to  truft  or  glorie 
in  the  goods  of  this  world , or  to  make  great  account  of  ) 

any  mansfelicitie,thatisyetin  danger ofalteration.  For 

time  daily  bringeth  many  fundry  accidents  to  man,wher-  I 
ofheneuerthought  before.  But  when  the  gods  conti-  I 
nuethe  profperous  ellateof  a man  vntotheendeof  his 
daies , then  will  we  account  him  happie . The  defire,  I 
SSiciiia  which  T>Imo  had  to  profite  many  caufed  «im  to  faile  . j 
coDionyGus.  from  Gtxcia  into  Sicilia,  that  by  graue  difcourles  & wile  • 1 
inftrudions  he  might  ftay  and  contain  within  the  bounds  i f 
of  rcafon  the  yoong  yeeres  of  Dionyftm,  prince  of  that  v.  ,r' 
countrie,who  through  vnbrideled  libertie,and power  not  ^ 
limitcd,waued  hither  and  thither  without  reflraint.A  fter-  i|  v 
ward  when  he  began  to  be  in  loue  with  thebeautieof -I 
learning,  he  left  of  by  little  and  little  his  droonkennp,  >4, 
maskings,and  whoordoms,wherin  before  he  gloried, in-  .'i 

fomuch  thathis  court  was  wholy  changed  vpon  a fudden,.^^ 

as  if  it  had  been  infpired  from  heauen . But  within  a while* 
zker,Dionyfm  giuing  eare  to  flatterers,  baniflied  T>lato,  to-|| 
whom  when  he  tooke  his  leaueof  him,  the  tyrant  faid,  1,4“ 
doubt  not,7’/zt<7,but  thou  wilt  fpeake  ill  of  me  when  thoiT| 
art  in  the  Vniuerfitie  amongft  thy  companions  & friends.  |)ji 
Whereuntothe  philofopher  fmiling,  andobferuingthati;; 
freedome  of  fpeech , which  he  had  alwaiesvled  towards  ® 
him,made  this  anfwer,! pray  God,5/y .there m.iy  neuer  be  | 
fo  great  want  of  matter  to  fpeake  of  in  the  Vniuerfitie, 
that  we  need  to  fpeake  ofthee.  Hewas  no  fooner  fliipped 
from  Sicilia  but  Dionyfim  returned  to  his  former  fafliions, 
and  called  backeagaine  dancers,  minftrels,  baudes,  and 
fuch  likcvernjin,  whereof  commonly  there  is  no  want  a- 
bout  m-eatperfonages,  fo  that  prefently  you  might  haue 
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feene  his  court, yea  all  the  refl  ofhis  people^  ouer\vhchricd 
in  al  delights  and  pleafures.Such  great  force  hath  a prince 
to  alter  and  change  at  hispleafure  the  harts  of  his  fub- 
ieds,  but  yet  ahraies  rather  to  vice  and  follic  than  to  ver- 
tue.  And  to  go  on  with  our  matter  of  the  free  and  bold 
admonition  of  great  men,  the  felfe  fame  vfed  it  very 

fitly  towards  X)/>/,who  had  driuen  l^ioyijfuu  out  ofhis  iu- 
rifdidion,and  that  at  fuch  time  as  the  faid  Dion  was  in  the 
greateftglorieof  al  his  profperitie.Amongtt  other  things  Arrogancic 
he  willedhim  tobewareofarrogancie,as  ofhir  that  dwelt 
with  folitarines  ; that  is  to  fay, which  in  the  end  was  forfa-  tarincs. 
ken  of  all  the  world.The  fame  kind  of  admonition  Speufip- 
followed,  writing  to  the  fame  Dion,  willing  him  not  ta 
prefume  or  waxe  proud  of  himfclfe,  bicaufe  he  heard  wo- 
men and  children  vtter  his  praifes  and  commendation, 
buttohaue  regard  onely  to  this,  that  *S’/r/7/Vj  might  be  a- 
dorned  with  religion  and  pietie  towards  G od.vvith  iiiftice 
and  good  lawes  towards  men,  and  that  the  Vniuerfitie 
might  alwaies  be  had  in  honor  and  elfimation . O counfel 
fulFof  Chriftianinftruftion,  andw^oorthie  to  be  daily  fet 
before  the  eies  of  Chriftian  princes,  who  may  alfo  Icarne 
of  king  of  Macedonia  to  take  in  good  part,  to  Vemetrius^ 

reape  commoditie,  and  to  reward  thofc  that  reprehend 
and  admonilh  them  of their  dutic.  After  he  had  taken  the 
citieofthe  Athenians, who  had  rebelled  againft  him,  and 
hood  in  great  need  of  viduaISjhe  caufed  a gencrall  afiem- 
blie  of  the  people  to  be  made,  wherein  he  declared,  that 
he  gaue  them  freely  a great  quantitie  of  come.  In  which 
oration  it  fell  out  fo,  that  he  committed  an  incongruitie 
of fpeech,whereat  one  o-f  the  inhabitants  fuddenly  fiood 
vp,and  pronounced  the  word  aright  as  he  fiiould  haue  vt- 
tered  it.For  this  corre(5Lion(quoth  Demetrim ) I giue  thee 
befides  fiue  thoufand  meafures  of  wheat.  The  example  of 
good  writing  to  his  P/ntarke,  oughtefpeci- 

ally  to  be  imitated  of  great  men.  I aduertife  thee  ( quoth 
he ) that  hence  forward  I vfiil  not  vfe  thy  feruice  to  any  Traiansimer 
other  thing,  than  to  counfell  me  what  I ought  to  do,  and  ^oFiutaike. 
to  tel  me  of  thofe  faults, wherinto  I may  fall.For  if  Rome 
' take 
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take  meforadefender  ofhir  Common-welth, I make  ac- 
count of  thee  as  of  the  beholder  of  my  life.  And  therefore 
if  at  any  time  I feeme  vnto  thee  not  well  plealedwhen 

> thou  reprehendeft  me,  I pray  thee  maifter^  not  to  take  it 

in  ill  part . For  at  fuch  a time  my  griefe  fliall  not  be  for  the 

admonition  thou  vfeft  towards  me,  but  for  the  Qiame  I 
fliall  haue  bicaufe  I offended.  PfeW/«the  poet  may  alfo 
nm  cmreaed  {cruc  fot  a w'itncs  of  free  correction, void  of  all  flatterie  in 
Dioi>yfiust«.  of  great  men.For  when  prince  ofSyracu- 

fa  fenc  vnto  him  a tragedie-of  bis  owne  making,  that  he 
^ Ihoiild  read  and  correft  it,  he  fent  it  backe  againe  vnto 

him  all  rafed  and  blotted  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
bicaufe  hefouaditin  norefpea  worthie  tobepubliUied. 
Neither  doth  antiquitie  onely  afFoord  vs  fuch  examples 
of  bold  reprehenhon  by  word  of  mouth,vfed  by  wife  men 
in  old  time,but  there  hath  been  alfo  in  our  ages  woprthie 
examples  of  bafe  and  contemptible  men,yct  full  oi  good 
learning.For  profe  hcerof  may  ferue  that  quip,which  not 
long  fince  a peafant  gaue  vnto  an  Archbifliop  of  CuUen, 
who  was  well  accompanied  with  armed  men  according 
to  the  cuftome  of  Mmaigne.  This  countrie-fcllow  begim 
nin^^  to  laugh,  and  being  demanded  by  the  prelate  the 
The  free  gird  of  caufe  therofjl  laugh(quoth  he  vnto  him)at  prince 

apeathnr.  giuen  prelates,  bicaufc  hc  Uued  and  died  inpouertieto  leaue 
t^o an  Archbi-  ^ich . Tlic  Arclvbiihop  beingtouched  there- 
with,and  defirous  to  cleere  himfclfe,rephed  that  went 

with  fuch  a companie,as  he  was  a Duke.  Wherat  the  pea- 
fant laughing  more  than  before  faid,I  would  gladly 
(Sir)of  you, where  you  thinke  the  Archbilhop  (liould  be, it 
that  Duke  of  whom  you  fpeake  were  in  hell.  Neither  may 
we  omit  the  anfwer  which  a poore  Francifean  Frier  made 
to  Pope  Sixm  the  fourth, who  from  the  fame  order  being 
come  to  that  great  dignitie,  {licwedhim  his  great  wealth 
and  riches,raying,  Frter^l  cannot  fay  as  did,  I haue 

Theiikepiucn  nc'ixhtT goldnoY jrluer^o truly(anfwered the Francilcanjno 

to  Pope  Sixtus  poQfe  can  you  fay  as  he  faid  to  the  impotent  and  iicke  or 
thc4.byaFncr.  Anfe,andrx>dke  ^ Now  concluding  our  prefent 

difeourfe  we  learne,that  free  rcprehenfion  and  gentle  ad- 
monition 
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monition  grounded  vpon  rcafon  and  truth,  and  applied 
fidy,are  of fuch  venue  and  cflicacie  wicli  men,  but  efped- 
aily  with  a friend,  that  nothing  is  more  neceffane  or 
healthfull  in  true  andperfed  frienddiip  : and  therefore 
ought  to'be  ioined  infeparably  therewith,  accordingto 
that  faying  ofthe  wife  man,  tlmtOpeMrehike  is  better  than 
[ecret  loue^  and  that  The  vcounds  made  by  a loner  are  faithful^ 
but  thekijfes  of  him  that  hateth,  dangerous.  In  the  meane  time 
we  muft  ( as  S.T^anle  faith  ) reftore  thofe  that  fall  with  the 
fpirit  ofmeeknes,  confideringour  felues,  and  neuerbe- 
traie  the  truth  for  feare  of  the  mightier  fort,. 


Of  Curioftie and Noueltie,  Chap,T^, 

Aram.  jfkn  hauing  by  nature  imprinted  in  his 
1 I ^oule  an  a&ded  and  earneft  inclination 
^ -^to  his  foueraigne  gooddsdrawen  as  it 
were  by  force  tofearchitout  in  euerie  thing,  which  he 
edeemeth  faire  and  good  in  this  world.  And  ft’om  hence 
proceed  all  thofe  his  affedions  which  carriehim  hither 
and  thither,  caufing  him  to  reioice  in  and  to  defire  great- 
ly all  varietic  and  noueltie.  But  theignorance  of  things, 
and  imperfedion  of reafon,  which  abounde in  him,  bi- 
caufc  of  his  corruption,  make  him  for  the  moftpart  to  la- 
bour and  take  delight  in  euill  rather  than  in  goodnes,  if 
he  be  not  by  other  means  called  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth:  which  ought  to  be  the  principal  and  moft  woorthy 
obied  of  our  minds^efteemiiig  all  other  knowledge  vainc 
and  vnprofitable  being  compared  to  this , w^hich  is  fo 
great  and  diuine.  And  in  this  refpedcuriofi tie  tending  to 
vnderftanding,(albeitin  many  things  it  be  verie  hurtful], 
efpecially  being  left  vnto  it  felfe)  is  alfo  verie  profitable 
and  necefrary,when  it  is  direded  and  guided  by  the  grace 
of  God  to  the  beft  end.  Wherefore  I thinkemy  compani- 
ons,that  it  will  not  be  vnprofitable , if  in  this  matter  we 
difeourfe  of  thefe  tw'o  things , and  Noueltie ^ 

which  feeme  to  proceed  from  one  and  thefame  fountain^ 

and 
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and  about  which  the  vertueof  prudence  (heweth  great 
and  woorthyeffeds. 

Ac  H 1 T o B.  Curiofitie  indeed  defireth  in  part  to  know 
and  learne  much, which  cannot  be  condemned.  Neuer- 
theles  wx  mull:  wifely  beware  that  we  imploy  it  hot  vpon 
eiiil  and  vile  things,but  rather  teftifie  alwaies,  that  we  are 
of  a graue  and  contented  nature , which  is  enemie  to  all 
noueltie,  and  to  fuperfluous  things  that  are  without 
profite. 

A s E R.  Noueltie  caufeth  vs  through  error  of  ludge- 
ment  to  efteemethofe  things  wherewith  we  are  not  ac- 
quainted, greater,and  more  to  our  liking , and  fo  to  buy 
them  dearer  than  better  things  that  are  common  and  fa- 
miliar. It  is  the  verie  guide  of  the  curious,caufing  them  to 

contemne  their  owne  climate,  and  to  hazard  what  good 
thing foeuer  they  haue , topoflefle  that  which  belongeth 
to  others.  But  let  vs  heare  Am  a n a who  will  handle  this 
matter  more  at  large. 

A M A N A.  Amongftthofe  learned  precepts  belonging 
to  good  life, which  were  written  in  the  temple  of  Jpollo  in 
Grstcia,  this  ,was  in  the  fecond  place.  Nothwgtoo  mneh, 
Mcdiocdtic  Solon  faid.  Nothing  more  than  enough.  Pittacus,  Do  all  things  by 

mull  be  vfedin  ^ mediocritt^.lh&  fayings  are  verie  (liort  and  of  one  mat- 
aiiaaions,  Comprehend  all  prudence  necelfarie  for  the 

gouerning  of  mans  life,  afwell  for  the  preferuation  of  the 
tranquillitie  of  the  foule , and  of  the  fpiritual  gifts  theroF, 
as  of  all  humane  goods,  called  by  thephilofophers , the 
Goods  of  the  bodie  andoffoTtMne.^\\^  ancients  being  defirous 
tomakevsvnderftandthisthe  better,  propounded vnto 
vs  euerie  vertue  betweene  two  vices,  teaching  vs  thereby, 
that  we  cannot  decline  neuer  fo  little  eitner  to  the  right 
hand  ortotheleft,butwettepaIide  frorii  the  right  way 
of  vertue,  which  is  our  oncly  & true  good:and  that  al  dil- 
Thc<bifevcncc  fetcnce  bctwecne  good  and  bad  conlilleth  in  a certaine 
ofgoodandbad  jy^odcration  and  mediocrity ,which  Cicero C2.\\cth  the  belt 
mctocmir.  ofall  things.  If  men  had  from  the  beginning  contained 
themfelues  within  the  limits  ofthefe  diuinc  precepts, it  is 
eertaine  they  would  not  fo  lightly  haue  abandoned  the 

fimplicitie 
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fimplicitie  and  firft  modeftie  of  their  nature,  to  feed  their 
minds  with  avaine  ciiriofitie  and  fearching  out  of  things 
fupernaturall,and  incomprehenfible  to  the  fence  and  vn- 
derftanding  of  man.  Which  things  the  more  they  thought 
to  know,  the  greater  ocpfion  of  doubting  they  found  in 
them,  fb  that  for  all  their  labour  and  vnderftanding  they 
could  neuer  carrie  away  any  true  knowledge , or  certaine 
refblution.  Andeuenas  that  man,  vvho  not  contenting 
himfelfe  with  the  abundant  light  of  the  funne  beamcs.but 
feeking  with  his  eies  to  pearce  through  the  brightnes 
therof  euen  vnto  the  midlt  ofthe  circle  of  the  body,  muft 
queftionlefle  become  blind:  fo  falleth  it  out  for  the  moft 
part  to  thofe,who  go  about  too  curioufly  to  inquire  after 
that  which  is  not  lawfull  to  be  knowen.Theillfucceffe  of 
our  age  affoordeth  vstoomanie  milerable  teftimonies, 
wherin  at  this  day  we  fee  nothing  but  contrarieties  of  o- 
pinions  and  vncertainties, through  their  fubtilties  & bold 
curiofities,  who  haue  fought  toplucke  (as  a man  would 
fay  ) out  of  heauen  the  fecrets  hid  from  the  angels : yea, 
which  is  worfe,  haue  boafted  that  they  haue  attained  vn- 
to the  knowledge  of  them,  filling  our  times  with  trouble 
and  confufion  vnder  that  falfe  pretence.  There  are  others 
alfo  no  lefle  hurtful, who  haue  binne  fuch  curious  Inquifi- 
tours  ofthe  caufes  of  all  naturall  things,that  through  fri- 
uolous  and  vnprofitablequeftions  they  haue  fallen  into 
that  impietie,  as  to  feeke  for  another  beginning  of  all 
things,  than  God.  Whereupon  this  prouerbe,  whichis 
too  true, arofe,0/' three  Thj^tions  one  AtheiitIWns  kinde  of 
cunofitie,is  of  all  others  moft  pernitious . But  forafmuch 
as  it  is  without  the  compafteof  our  Academie,  we  let  it 
paffe  with  this  Ihort  mention  thereof,and  with  this  onely 
addition , that  God  commonly  puniftieth  the  pride  of 
fuch  men  by  thole fruits,which  we  fee  them  bringfoorth, 
and  by  taking  from  them  their  vnderftanding  in  princi- 
pal! and  moft  neceflarie  matters,  wherein  notwithftan- 
ding  they  thinke  themfelues  to  be  woonderfull  and  iolly 
lellowes  aboue  all  others.  As  touching  this  point  the  ex- 
ample oi^ocrmes  is  very  memorable,  and  to  be  imitated, 
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■ Se  tmc  knowledge  of  himfelfe,  whichyet  he  could  neuer 
find  But  fo  foone  as  he  had  attained  thereunto,  then  he 
wouid  feekefor  other  things  that  would  dohim  nofer- 

for  the  £cellencie  of  his  skill  in  natural 

for  tneexcenc  hurnedwith  fuch  a defire  of 
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1-hiir  hicaufe  he  COUiCl  not  aii'JW  vyi  rr-  u 

and  nature  of  which  is  in  Chalcis  acitie  of  Eubsa, 

I meane  of  the  flowing  & ebbing  ot  the  fea.which  turneth 
& compalfeth  about  that  place,  nor  giue  a 
fon  thereof,  he  died  for  very  fliame  and  greefe  whicn  he 
rnneeiued thereupon.  'Tlinie alfo, who  vvrote  tne  hiftone 

ofnaturall  philofophie,  was  choked  with  the  flames  an^d 

vapors  of  the  mountaiiie  Mongibel  in  Sicilia,  whileft  he 
fSttofindoutthe  cuufe  of  them,  and  from  whence 
that  ereat  fire  came,  which  fpoiled  the  ccM.ntrie  round  a- 
bour  m the  time  of  Tim  the  emperor : infomuch  that  fe- 
nen  OT  eight  townes  were  burned,  and  many  perfons  tra. 
uellin-  hy  land,and  failing  on  the  fea  were  fiifled  with  the 
Ss  rheLf,cariedabout  by  the  vchcmency  of  the  winds. 

pernitiouseftcas  after  diners  forts  a""'. 
mon"ft  vs  Frenchmen  they  appeere  princ  pally  m -hat 
burninc  defire,  whichinflameth  vs  to  trauell  intoftrang 
■StSK  andikoT  caking  and  cathig  io. 
ment  clothing,  and  decking  of  ourbodies  and  for  the 
fettingfoorth^and  trimming  vp  of  our  houfes 
ous  andvnprofitable  moueables,  wherein  we  exceedcall 
rhefiiperfl^ie  of  other  countries.  When  the  ancients 
fpeakLf  the  felicitie  that  accompanied 
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amongfl:  the  good  conditions,  and  commendable  ma- 
ilers, which  they  noted  in  that  holie  and  firft  fiinplici- 
tie,  they  neuer  forgat  this,  that  the  men  of  that  good 
. time  tilled  and  manured  their  grounds,  and  cared  not 
what  ftrangers  did  in  farre  countries.  Moreouer,  (ince 
the  time  that  men  made  light  account  of  their  owne 
climate,  through  a curious  and  vnfatiable  defire  of  ap- 
propriating vnto  themfelues  the  inheritance  and  labour 
ofothers,  befides  the  crueltie,  violence,  and  murders, 
which  prepared  a way  to  their  miferable  plarformes, 
all  corruption  of  good  maners  at  home , and  all  baftard- 
like  attire  haue  followed  thereupon  . We  might  heere 
note  infinite  tefiimonies  of  antiquitie,  and  efpccially 
ofoiir  ancient  progenitors  the  Gaules,  who  were  verie 
warlike,  and  lined  within  their  bounds  in  al  fimplicitie  of 
maners, and  frugalitie  of  life.  But  our  owne  example , to 
our  vnfpeakeable  Qiame  and  miferie,  is  fo  euident  before 
our  eyes,  that  I neede  no  better  .>^Oofe  of  my  faying  than 
that  experience  which  we  fecle  f’f^our  owne  perill.  For  oneeuident 
theruineand  deftrudion  of  this  french  monarchy  pro- of che 
ceedethof  no  other  fecond  caufe  (ouriniquitie  being  the 
firfi: ) than  of  the  mixture , which  we  haue  made  offtran- 
gers  with  our  felues.  Wherein  we  are  not  contented  to 
feeke  them  out  vnder  their  roofes , vnlelfe  we  alfo  draw 
them  vnto  vs,  and  lodge  them  vnder  our  roofes,  yea 
preferre  them  before  our  owne  countrirnen  and  citizens 
in  the  offices  and  honorable  places  of  this  kingdome,  a- 
gainfi:  the  law  and  right  of euerie  good  and  well  eftabli- 
flied  policie.  Befides  we  adore  and  reuerence  all  their  no- 
iielties andfubtillinuentions, and  thatfo ignorantly,  or 
rather  blockifhly , that  fuffring  them  to  fucke  vs  euen  to 
the  verie  bowels , in  fieade  of  all  our  riches  and  Ipoiles, 
which  they  for  their  part  haue  drawne  from  vs,  they  haue 
left  vs  nothing  but  new  maners  and  falhions  of  lining  in 
all  difiblutenes  and  pleafure , except  this  one  thing  alfo, 
that  we  haue  learned  of  them  to  difiemble,  and  withall  to 
frame  and  build  a treafon  verie  fubtillie.  Such  is  the  pro- 
•uifion  wherewith  our  french  youth  is  commonly  furni- 
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fted  by  their  Italian  voyages.  To  this  putpofe  G’«. 
Chronicler  to  the  emperor  ChuHes  the  firft,  wnteth  that 
from  forraine  countries  men  commonly  bring  newcs  to 
prattle  of,  and  ftrange  cuftomesto  praftife : 3^“ 
come  out  of  Italic,  that  are  not  abiolute  and  diflolute. 
Lycunushy  his  lawes  commanded  the  Lacedemonians 
nottogooutof  theirkingdome,  nor  to  conuerfe  with 
ftrangers,  faying,  that  although  by  their  trafficke  with 
them  they  might  be  inriched,  yet  on  the  other  fide  they 
would  grt)w  poore  in  regard  of  their  owne  vertues . Tmu 
Lmim,  Macrobim,SalHniu4  and  T curfed  and  bewailed 
the  conquefts  and  viaories,  which  Rome  had  in  Afia,fay- 
in«  that  if  the  Romanes  brought  the  Perfians , & Medes 
vn^^cr  fubieaion  by  force , yet  the  felfe  fame  Aiians  ouer- 
came  the  Romans  with  their  vices  and  deligMs.This  doth 
Cicero  teftifie  writing  to  jitticM , w here  he  faith  that  thele 

fine  vices,namely,  to  make  glorious  fepulchets,  to  weare 

rings  of  gold , to  vfe 'fice  in  meates,  to  alay  wine  with 
fnow , and  to  carrie  abwiit  with  them  perfumes  and  fweet 
fmels,  were  fent  to  the  Romanes  for  a prefent  from  the 
Allans,  as  a reuenge  for  the  cities  which  they  had  taken 

from  them , and  for  the  bloude  which  they  had  drawne 
of  them.  And  which  was  woorft  of  all,he  faith,  that  thele 

vices  would  alwaiesremaine  with  them,  but  the  country 

conquered, for  a little  time.Experien^  telleth  vs,that  no 
countrey  is  fo  poore,  which  is  not  fufticient  and  able,  all 
fuperfiuitie  cut  ofF,  tonouriHi  andmaintaine  thofe  men- 
that  are  bred  in  it  with  things  neceflarie  for  them.  Wher- 
vpon  a man  may  eafily  ghefl'e,  that  want  of  prudence,  and 
ambitious  defires  hrftinuented  the  art  of  Nauigation  & 
failing  into  farre  countries.  confulin  feauenty 

yeeres  which  he  liued,departed  not  once  from  his  village 
ofRegiotogotoMelfana,  which  was  buttwomiles  oft 
by  water.  And  when  one  asked  of  him  the  caufe  why, The 
barke(quothhc)isfoolilli,  for  it  alwaies  ftirreth  vp  and 
downe:  the  mariner  is  fooliili,for  he  neuer  abideth  in  one 
opinion ; the  water  is  fooliai,for  it  neuer  ftandeth  ftihthe 
windeis  foolilh,  fork  runneth  continually  .Now  if  we  vie 
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to  go  from  a foole  when  we  meete  him  vpon  the  land 
what  reafon  were  it  for  me  to  hazard  my  life  with  foure 
fooles  vpon  the  fea  ? But  whatfoeuer  my  fpeech  hath  bin 
hetherto,  my  meaning  is  not  to  findc  fault  with  the  riglit 
vfe  of hofpitalitie,  which  ought  to  be  maintained  & kept 
inuiolableineuerie  well  eftabliflied  common  wealth.  In 
this  refpeft  Fraunce  hath  beene  commended  aboue  all 
nations  for  intertaining  and  receiuing  all  forts  of  people: 
proiiided  alwaies  that  they  be  not  preferred  before  our 
own  children,  and  that  they  be  contented  to  oiiey  & line 
according  to  the  common  lawes  of th^  country.  Neither 
do  I reprehend  that  traffick  and  trade  with  ftraneers 
which  ferueth  for  a bond  ofhumaine  focietie,  & whereby 
the  commodities  of  one  to  another  are  communicated 
toguherwith  common  profite:  prouided  alwaies  that  fu- 
perfluous  and  vnncccflaric  things  be  left  and  forfaken. 
But  ere  we  enter  too  farre  in  with  them,  it  were  good  for 
vs  not  to  vndertake  fuch  voyages  to  gather  wit  and  expe-  • 
rience(  asthemoftfay)  before  w^ehaue  profited  well  in 
the  knowledge  of  vertue,  and  are  garded  with  good  and 
commendable  maners.  Which  are  able  to  refill  all  new  & 
ftrange  corruption;  wherby  otherwife  the  nature  of  man 
dcfirousofdiuerfitieandnoueltie,  fuftrethit  felfeeafily 
to  be  ouercome,  making  marchandife  amongft  them  of 
naugh tines  rather  than  ofgoodnes.  As  hitherto  experi- 
ence  fiieweth  vs,  thatfrom  this  fountaine  hath  proceeded 
• curiofitieoffuperfluous  apparell,  of  gold,  offilke,ta- 

putrie,piaures,veirels,  perfumes,  painting  effaces,  dcli- 
cafieofmeate,  and  all  prouocations  of  voluptuoufnes, 
whooredome,gluttonie,  and  of  other  filthy  dilTolutenes, 
and  infamous  vices, too  much  knowne  amongft  vs,wher- 
of  we  haue  heertoforc  made  mention , and  will  heerafter 
continue  the  particuler  difeourfe  of  them . Nowc  after  we 

are  well  armed  at  all  points  with  good  dodrine  and  ver- 
tue,we  may  according  to  the  example  of /’Afo,  of  p, 
nmThyanew,  and  ofmany  other  notable  men, feeke  after 
thole  thatarebeftlearned  in  ftrange  countries , that  we 
may  profite  and  be  inftruded  by  them.  ?lato  after  he  was 
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weU  inftruftcd  by  fought  out  the  Mages  and  vdfe 

Men  of  Egypt, by  whofe  means  he  faw  the  boote  of  Moy- 
fes.Then  he  went  into  Italy  to  heare  jirchitasTarenmus, 
the  moft  renovvmed  philofopher  of  that  country, 

«/«/,who  matched  in  learning  all  the  philofophers  of  his 
tlme,trauellcd  oner  three  parts  of  the  world  to  fee  and  to 

conferrewithalltheskilfullmen  of  his  age  : andbeing 

returned  into  his  country,  and  inriched  with  woondertui 

knowledge,hcdiftributed  all  his  goods,  whereof  he  had 

great  abundance,  amongft  his  brethren,  & to  the  POore : 
and  withdrawing  himfelfe  into  the  fields,  he  Imed  with 
bread  and  water  onely,  that  he  might  haue  his  minde  free 
for  the  contemplation  of  heauenly  things.  Now  let  vs 
come  to  the  other  kinde  of  curiofitie,  which  as  we  faide, 
concerneth  our  brethren  andcountriinen.  This  is  that 
ofcutiofiticin  a defire  to  know  the  wants  and  im- 

perfeaions  of  other  men.lt  is  commonly  ioined  with  en- 
jcr&aions.  j fpeaking,and  is  by  that  excellent  philofopher 

compared  to  adulterie,  which  may  be  called  a cnriousin- 
quirie  after  another  bodies  pleafure.  Moreouer  curious 
folkes through  an  ouerweening  incontmencie,  fteketo 
violate  and  to  difeouer  their  neighbors  greateft  fecrets, 
efpecially  thofe  which  are  blamewoorthy , that  by  publi- 
(hing  & blabbing  them  out,  they  may  nouri^di  the  mtem- 
perancie  of  their  toongs.  For  as  venemous  ferpen  ts  feeke 
after  infefted  and  {linking  places  :fo  curiofitie  delighteth 
in  finding  out  euill  things,  but  defpifeth  thofe  that  are 
good  and  commendable.  Iftherebeanyoneimperfedi- 

on  in  a flock  or  kindred,  if  any  infamy,  fault,error,or  euil 
gouernment  in  a houfe , any  quarelling,  any  thing  to  be 
mifliked  or  loathed  therein,  it  is  the  delight  of  curious 
folks  to  learnc  that  throughly,  that  they  may  fport  them- 
felues,  and  tell  long  flories  of  them,  by  that  meanes  vfing 
their  memorie  for  aloathfome  regifter  of  other  mens  vi- 
ces, and  yet  neither  fee  or  know  any  fault  of  their  owne. 
This  caufeth  them  all  their  life  time  to  be  the  dijciplcs  ot 
• ignorance  & not  of  philofophy , which  teacheth  vs , not 
Other  mens  faults,butourowne,  as  alfo  the  meanes  how 

we 
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we  may  be  deliuered  from  them.  Diogenet  beholding  one 
ofhisfchollersin  a publike  place  talking  very  carneftiy 
with  a yoong  man  that  was  thought  to  be  fubieftto  his 
pleafurCj  demanded  what  talke  they  had.  To  whom  the 
difciple  anfwercd , that  the  other  rehearfed  vnto  him 
a notable  tricke  of  youth  , which  he  had  plaid  the  night 
before.  Then  Diogenes  faide  to  them  both.  My  will  and 
conimandcment  is,  that  ech  of  you  hauefortie  ftripes 
with  a whippe,  within  the  Amphitheater,  or  playing 
place  : Thou  ( quoth  hee  to  his  fcholler  ) /or  giuin* 
care  vnto  him,  and  he  for  the  fpllie  committed,  bi- 
caufeaphilofopher  defcruethas  much  for  harkening  to 
foliie  recited,  as  doth  the  vagabond  that  rehearlbth  it. 

What  puniflimentthinke  you  would  this  wife  manhaue 
judged  them  worthie  of,  who  harken  and  inquire  fo  curi- 
oufly  after  other  mens  faults  and  imperfeftions  > And  yet 
aman  may  truly  fay  of  the  moftof  thefemen,  that  they 
will  neuer  lookc  vpon.or  confider  their  owne  liues,which 
is  a very  vnpleafant  fpedacle  vnto  them,  nor  yet  rcturne 
and  lookebacke  with  reafon.as  with  a light,  vpon  them- 
felues.But  their  foule  being  full  of  all  forts  ofeuil,and  fea- 
ring that  which  ll:e  feelcth  within  hir  felfe,leapeth  foorth 
andwandereth  heereand  there  infearching  othermens 
doings , thereby  feeding  and  fatting  hir  owne  ill  nature, 
and  vfing  curiolrtie  as  an  eie  to  looke  vpon  other  men . 

Heerofit  commcth,that  a curious  man  is  more  profitable 
tohis  enimies  than  to  himfelfe,  bicaufe  he  difcouereth,  teTcrcnSiks 
manifefleth,  and  fheweth  vnto  them  from  what  they  are 
tobeware,andwhattocorrea:  andyetinthcmeanwhile 
hefeethnqtthemoftpartofthatwhichis  within  himfelf, 
fo  greatly  is  he  dazeled  by  beholding  that  which  is  with- 
out in  other  men . He  openeth  all  euen  to  the  very  wals  of 
firange  houfes,  and  pearceth  like  a wind  into  the  midftof 
thofe  things  that  are  mo({  fecret.  His  mind  is  both  vpon 
the  pallaces  of  the  rich,and  cotages  of  the  poore.  He  fer- 
retteth  out  euerie  thing,  andinquireth  many  times  after 
the  affaires  of  the  greateft,  which  is  the  caufe  of  his  ouer- 
- throw,  when  he  bufieth  himfelf  too  far  in  them  .This  was 
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Ilow  we  mu(l 
cure  curiofitic. 


Examples  a* 
gaiult  curio* 
hue. 
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Curiofitic  in 
princes  affaires 
is  perilous. 


Againftlightnes 

ofbclccic. 


wifely  noted  by  Phiiippides, whevi  the  king  2,sked 

him  what  part  of  his  goods  he  would  haue  imparted  vn- 
to  him . What  you  pleafe  fir,  quoth  he,  fo  it  be  no  part  of 
yourfccrets.  Now  if  we  defire  to  diuert  and  to  quench 
the  heate  of  this  vicious  pafiion  of  curiofi  tie,  which  is  too 
familiar  amongft  vs,  and  vnfeemlie  in  a prudent  and  ver- 
tuous  man,  we  muft  (bmetimes  abftaine  from  inquiring 
after  lawfull  things,  though  otherwife  not  necefiarie.  In 
theexercife  and  pra^iife  of  iuftice,  it  is  expedient  fome- 
time  to  leaue  vntaken  that  which  a man  may  lawfully 
take,  thereby  to  accuftome  himfelfe  to  abftaine  more  ca- 
fily  from  taking  any  thing  vniuftly.Likewife  it  is  good  for 
a man  fometime  to  abftaine  from  his  owne  wife,  that  he 
may  attaine  to  the  vertue  of  temperancie,and  fo  be  neucr 
mooued  to  defire  another  mans  wife.  In  like  maner,  if  in 
ftead  of  (hewing  our  felues  to  be  of  the  number  of  thefc 
diligent  and  curious  inquirers  after  vnprofitable  newes, 
we  fignifie  rather  to  him  that  commeth  to  tell  vs  of  fome 
neweSjthat  he  fliould  pleafe  vs  better  if  he  had  fome  good 
and  profitable  matterto  fpeake,  than (hould  we  thereby 
giue  teftimonie  of  a ftaied  and  fetled  nature  de(pifingcu- 
riofitie.  This  was  noted  in  Alexander  the  great, who  feeing 
amelfenger  running  apace  towards  him  with  a fmiling 
countenance,  faid  vnto  him  (not  (hewing  himfelfe  to  bee 
mooued  at  all,  or  defirous  tovnderftandw^hat  he  would 
fpeake)  what  good  newes  canft  thou  bring  me  my  friend, 
vnles  thou  didft  come  to  tel  me  Homer  is  rifen  again? 

And  truly  he  had  great  reafon  to  thinke  that  no  more  ex- 
cellencie  could  be  added  to  his  valiant  ads  and  deeds, ex- 
cept it  were  to  haue  them  confecrated  to  immortalitiejby 
the  writings  of  fome  learned  and  notable  wit.  The  exam- 
ple of  P^^7cw»deferueth  well  to  be  heere  alledged  againft 
curious  folks,  who  are  commonly  light  of  beliefe.  Foras 
foone  as  the  Athenians  receiued  newes  of  Alexanders 
death,they  purpofed  prefently  to  alter  their  eftate,and  to 
(liake  orf  the  yoke  of  the  Macedonian  alliance.But  Phocion 
being  of  a contrarie  opinion  faid  vnto  them.  If  this  newes 

be  true  to  day , it  will  be  true  alfo  to  morow . And  therfore 
' mv 
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(my  Lords  Athenians  ) make  no  hafle,  but  deliberate  Ici- 
furely,  and  lookc  fafeJy  to  that  which  ye  haue  to  do.  It  is 
certaine,that  if  we  vfe  in  this  fort  to  (hew  our  felues  ftaicd 
in  fuch  things,and  in  all  other  things  of  final  importance, 
wherein  our  naturall  inclination  would  prouoke  vs  to  be 
curious,  as  namely,  tobreakeoff  good  communication  Fauitswhcrein- 
begun  vpon  the  receit  of  a letter,  to  forfake  companie  to 
run  and  meet  a melTenger  oncly  toknow  whatneweshe 
bringeth,and  athoufand  fuch  like  fudden  motions  pro- 
ceeding of  lightnes  and  curiofitie,  I fay  by  auoiding  fuch 
things  we  (hould  prepare  a way  to  the  reftraining  of  al  cu- 
riofitie in  greater  matters,  which  otherwife  may  procure 
blame.  As  for  example,  to  open  another  bodies  letter,  to 
intrude  our  felues  into  the  (ecret  counfels  of  our  neigh- 
bors, tofeekeout  their  faults  and  imperfedions,  to  in- 
quire bufily  after  that , which  may  greeue  our  familiar 
friends,ortoaske  them  of  that,  which  they  like  not  of, 
neither  is  grounded  vpon  any  good  caufc  or  reafon,  leaft 
peraduenturethe  anfwer-of  fbmewife  man  (hould  turne 
more  to  our  (hame,  than  be  framed  according  to  our  de- 
fire.Thus  dealt  with  a curious  & importunate  Wmic»nrwc« 

fellow  that  had  oftentimes  asked  of  him,who  was  the  ho-  ^ 

nefteft  man  in  Sparta:  He  that  refembleth  thee  left,quoth  ^ 

hevntohim.  Theanfweralfoofan  Egyptian  was  not  vn- 
fitly  made  to  one  that  afkcd  him  what  he  caried  there  fol- 
ded.It  is  wrapped  vp(quoth  he)bicaufe  thou  (houldft  not 
knowwhatitis.  Now  by  that  which  hath  been  hitherto 
difcourfed,it  appeereth  fufficiently ,that  al  kind  of  curio- 
fitie is  hurtful, hateful,  and  greatly  to  be  blamed  in  eueric 
one,ifit  be  not  bounded  and  limited  by  the  reafon  of  true  > 
prudence,  which  guideth  and  ftirreth  vs  vp  to  feeke  after 
goodjhoneft,  and  profitable  things,  either  in  heauen,  in  * 

earth,  in  the  aire,  or  in  the  fea,  according  to  the  gift  and 
capacitie  of  our  vnderftanding  and  iudgement , which 
may  be  necelTarie  for  vs  to  know,  or  may  helpe  vs  to  Hue 
well  and  happily.  For  whatfoeuer  ismorc,we  ought  to  ac- 
count it  vnprofitable  and  fuperfluous.  Let  vs  learne  then, 
not  to  know  more  than  we  ought,but  vnto  fobrietic,con-  Rom.12.3. 

raining 
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tainineourfpiritswithinthe  limitsof  medioCTitie,  fim- 
pStlLmodemeXetvsforfakeallfophift.^^^^ 

Stie,  andworldliewifedome,  which  is  meere  foohfhnes  , 
before  God, that  we  may  imbrace  a fimple,  popular,  and  , 
Academicall  kind  of  knowledge,  which 
know  our  felues  and  our  dutie,  whereby  we  (hall  be  led  to 

thathappyend, which wefeekeforanddefire.  Letysnot  , ^ 

adrSirean^ore  the  merchandife  and  outward  Ihewes  p 
wherewith  ftrangers  feed  the  eies  of  curious  folks,  but  | 
let  vs  wonder  at  vertue  onely : faying  with  the  comicall  li 
poet  where  he  fpeaketh  of  thofe  that  couered  their  bed- 
Seads  with  gold  and  filuer,  what  great  follie  is  it  to  make 
fieepefodeere,  which  God  hath  freely gmen  vnto  vs. 

So  CO  feeke  for  that  of  ftrangers  with  fuch  great  expences 
whiSi  wc  may  haue  at  our  owne  hauen  better  & more  co- 
modioufly  ,were  all  one,as  if  we  (huld  leaue  the  fubftance, 

& run  afterthe  fludow,  or  that  which  is  certain  for  an  vn-  , 
certaintie.We  may  haue  in  France(if  our  blockifcnes  ftay  , 
vs  not,)  Vniuerfities  and  fchooles  for  all  hone(l  exercifes 
meet  fi  our  nobilitie  without  ftrangers  .And  if  we  think 
thatinfome  places  amongftthem,  they  haue  better  tea- 
chers than  we  haue,  letvsfirft  feeke  amongftour  felues 
for  thofe  inftrudionsthat  are  moft  neccffaric,namely  ,for 
the  knowledge  of  good  letters,  andinftitution  of  vertue,  ^ 

andthenifwethinkegood,wemayheare  ^ 

andmaifters,  without  infefting  our  behauiour  with  the 
corruption  oftheirmaners.Befidesby  thefameftudie  we 
ftial  learne  to  fliun  al  curious  inquiry  into  other  mens  im- 
perfeaions,thac  we  may  diUgently  looke  into  our  owne. 
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the  fame  matter  find  more  profitable  inftru6tion,by  cor^ 
fidering  his  nature  more  narrowly.as  alfo  what 
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vnto  him  by  good  education,  which,  that  I may  fofay, 
ftandeth  him  in  ftead  of  a fecond  nature.  To  you  therfore 
(my  Companions)!  leaue  this  matter  to  be  intreated  of. 

Aram.  The  nature  of  man  is  like  to  a paire  of  bal- 
lance.  For  if  it  be  not  guided  with  knowledge  and  reafon 
vnto  the  better  part,  of  it  felfeitiscaried  to  the  woorfe. 

And  although  a man  be  well  borne,  yet  if  he  haue  not  his 
iudgement  fined,  and  the  difcourfing  part  of  his  mind 
purged  with  thereafons  of  philofophie,  it  will  fall  often 
into  groife  faults,and  fuch  as  befecm  not  a prudent  man . 

For  in  thofe  men  that  are  not  indued  with  vertue  ruled 
by  certaine  knowledge,  nature  bringeth  forth  fuch  fruits 
as  naturally  come  from  the  ground  without  the  manu- 
ring and  helping-hand  ofman. 

Achitob.  That  which  commonly  caufeth  men  to 
will  euill  rather  than  good,proceedeth  chiefly  of  this,thac 
they  haue  no  knowledge  or  experience  therof.  And  ther- 
fore Socrates  faid , that  as  bringing  vp  maketh  dogs  fit  for 
hunting, fo  good  inftrudion  caufeth  men  to  become  pro- 
fitable in  the  managing  of  a commonwealth.  But  it  com- 
mech  to  thy  courfe,A  s e R,to  difeourfe  vpon  this  matter. 

A s E R*  This  hath  beenalwaies  agreat  queftion  among 
the  skilfulland  diligent  inquirers  after  the  perfedionof 
nature,  whether  learning  or  nature  teacheth  vs  to  know 
ourfelues.  luftice  (faith  Cicero)  is  naturally  planted  in  vs 
from  our  birth,  as  alfo  religion,  pietie,  grace,  dutie,  and  Natural  vertues 
truth.  Whatfocuer  is  accordin^o  nature(as  the  philofo-  fheThliX'' 
phers  fay)  is  certainly  ordained  and  appointed,  bicaufb  phcrs,whohaa 
nature  is  nothing  elfe  but  order,  or  rather  the  effed  of  of ^ 
order.But  diforder,like  to  Pindarus  fand,cannot  be  com- 
prehended in  any  certaine  number  : neither  can  that 
which  is  againft  nature  be  defined,  bicaufe  it  is  infinite. 

When  they  fpeake  generally  of  nature,  they  make  two 
principall  kinds  ; the  one  fpirituall,  intelligible,  and  the 
vnchangeable  beginning  of  motion  and  reft,  or  rather  ° 
the  vertue,  efficient,  and  preferuing  caufe  of  all  things  : 
the  other, finfible,mutable,and  fubied  to  generation  and 
corruption,  refpeding  all  things  that  haue  life,  and  (hall 

haue 
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haue  end.  Arinoth  faith,  that  nature  in  one  refpeais  faid 
tobethefirft&  chiefe  matter  fubied  of  cuery  thing  that 
hath  being,  namely,  of  thofe  things  which  haue  in  them 

the  beginning  of'theirown  moouing  & mutation:  and  m 
another  refpea,  it  is  called  the  form  of  any  thing.But  lea- 
ning the  infinite  difputations  pd  curious  inquiricmade 
by  the  philofophers  concerning  this  excellent  matter, 
whereof  we  haue  not  heere  vndertaken  to  intreat,  we  fay 
with  luHin  Martyr,  that  Nature  (in  which  the  fteps  of  the 
'diuinitie  fliineandare  liuelie  reprefented  ) is  that  fpirit 
ordiuinereafon,  which  is  the  efficient  caufe  of  naturall 
works,and  the  preferuing  caufe  of  thofe  things  that  haue 
being,  through  the  onely  power  of  the  heauenlie  word, 
which  is  the  workmaifter  of  nature,  and  of  the  whole 
world,  and  hath  infufed  into  euery  thing  a liuelyyertue 
and  ftrength,  wherby  it  encrcafeth  and  preferueth  it  Iclte 
by  a naturall  facultie.  Or  to  fpeake  more  briefly  , Nature 
is  the  order  and  continuance  of  the  works  of  God,  obey- 
in*’' the  deitie,  and  his  words  and  commandcments,  and 


in^thedeitie,  and  his  words  ana  commanacmcuto,  <iuu  » 
bestowing  hir  force  and  ftrength  from  thence, as  from  hir  I 
fountaine  and  originall.In  this  nature  thus  defined,which 
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refpeaeth  all  things  created,we  haue  heere  to  conhder  ofe 
and  to  handle  particularly,  according  to  our  meaning  at 
the  firftjthe  nature  of  man  onely, which  naturall  philofo- 
phers  call  the  inftind  and  inclination  of  euerie  ones  fpi- 
rit.  There  is  nothing  more  true , than  that  nature  of  hir 
felfe  leadeth  men  in  fome  fort  to  that  which  is  decent  and 
honeft : neither  is  learning  able  to  fliew  any  thing , which 
is  not  to  be  found  in  nature , whether  we  go  about  to 
teach  the  end  of  man,  which  the  philofophers  call,the  ac- 
tion of  vertue,  or  whether  we  feeke  out  the  caufes  and  be- 
ginnings of  other  fciences.  For  other  is  no  man  fo  barba- 
rous or  wicked  in  all  the  world,  who  is  not  touched  with 

honeftie,and  who  retaineth  not  fomewhat  of  the  light  of 
nature.  Which  may  be  cleerely  perceiiied  by  this,  that  a 
vertuous  adion  pleafeth  him,  fo  that  he  is  euen  conftrai- 
ned  to  commend  it.  And  if  he  might  tafte  thereof  neuer 

fo  little,  not  being  fore-poffeffed  with  other  difordmatc 
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Jefires , no  doubt  but  he  would  bcxonie  fuch  a one , as 
might purchafc  and  deferae  praife  and  commendation. 

But  here  we  mull:  acknowledge  the  hrft  corruption  oFour 
nature  whereby  itis  inclined  to  pleafure,  and  to  efehew 
labour,  which  are  the  welfprings  of  vices  and  ofinhnitc 
euils.  And  if  our  nature  (liould  be  fuffered  to  runne  with 
thebridleatlibertie,whetherfoeueritis  driuen  by  carnal 
defires,  hauing  none  of  them  cut  ofi'by  wife  admonitions 
andliuelyperiwafions,  there  is  nobeafi:  fo  vntamed  or 
faiiage,that  would  not  be  milder  than  man.  Whereupon 
it  folio weth  that  nature  mufiofnecefiitie  be  tamed , and 
as  it  were  mollified  by  the  ftudie  of  good  letters,^  by  the 
inftriidion  of  good  philofophicall  reafons,  which  as  they 
feme  for  nouriihment  and  food  to  our  minds,  fo  by  them 
our  maners  and  adions  are  framed  and  guided  according 
to  vertue  and  prudence,and  we  made  able  to  learne  how, 
by  the  compalfe  of  reafon,ro  attain  to  mediocritie,wher- 
iirperfedion  confifteth,and  to  reied  exceffe,  which  is  al- 
waies  dangerous.  A good  plaier  on  a lute  or  violl  touch- 
cth  no  other  {fringes  than  thofe  that  are  touched  by 
him. that  is  moff  vnskilfuil . Notwithftanding  being 
taught  in  the  beginning,,  he  know^th  afterward  through 
vfe  what  firings  make  that  found,  which  the  eareiudgeth 
by  the  harmonic  and  agreement  of  found  to  be  deleda- 
ble,  whereupon  he  is  taken  for  his  craftf-mafier.  Euen  fo 
a perfed  vertuous  man  vfeth  onely  natural!  gifts,  bur  rca- 
fon and  pradifebringeth  them  to  their  perfedion.Euery 
good  beginning  commeth  vnto  vs  by  nature, the  progres  nece^atiTfor 
and  growth  by  the  precepts  of  rcafon,  and  the  accom-  tiieperfeaion 
plilhment  by  vfe  and  exercife.  Nature  without  learning  & ° 
good  bringing  vp  is  a blinde  thing.  Learning  without  na- 
ture wanteth  much,and  vfc  without  the  two  former  is  vn- 
perfed.  Ids  true  (asT/^rofaith)thatromemay  be  found, 
that  are  of  a ftrong  and  forceable  nature , and  therby  in- 
dued with  reafonable  good  fence  and  iudgement(  which 
is  in  man  as  the  rudder  in  a fldp)  fo  that  they  make  fiiewe 
of  great  vert  ues.  But  thofe  men  are  not  without  manie 
great  vices  alfo^if  they  want  good  education  & learning : 

not 
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notvnlike  to  a good  fat  ground,  which  bpgethfoorth  , 
many  good  and  bad  hear.bes  togither  if  it  be  not  well  , ’ - 
drelfcd  Now  if  this  good  nature  be  ill  brought  vp,  with-  J 
out  doubt  it  will  fpoile  it  felfe  and  become  yene  perniti-  , 
ous.  Scipio  and  Catilme  were  both  high  minded  and  cou- 

ragious  by  nature,  but  forafmnch  astheone  wasalwaies 

obedient  to  the  lawes  of  his  common-wealth,  & vfed  his 


obedient  to  tne  lawes  or  ^ . 

vertueas  reafon  required,  he  was  accounted  vertuous,_&  J 
the  other  wicked  and  wretched  for  doing  th^contrane,  ^ 


tneotner  wickcu 

You  askeofme  (faith  in  whether  cou-  J| 

ra<^e  or  sreatnes  of  hart  proceed  ofnature  or  of  learning. 

ro'^r  my  part  I think, that  as  we  fee  fome  borne  with  ftron- 
, .1 kir  u/e  haue  mindes 


jrormy  piiiLx  . piifi 

ger  bodies  than  others  are,  fo  by  nature  we  haue  mindes  f 
more  fit  to  fufiaine  perils  & aducrfities  than  others  haue.  j 
And  that  this  is  fo.we  fee  many  brought  vp  with  the  lamejj 
maners,and  intruded  vnder  like  lawes, 

.them  morejiardie  and  bold  than  the  reft.  Notwithflan- 
■dingthereis  no  doubt  but  the  goodnes  of  nature  hnh 

pen  by  learning  and  inftitution.  Jtiscertaine  (faithT’'^' 

Lt  )that  there  is  in  all  men  fome  light  of  good  and  right 
The  Uiffercnce  jnjp-eiTient  but  yet  the, difference  between  philolophers 
fopteTaftc  and  the  common  fort  of  men  is  great : bicaufe  philofo- 
common  people  iudgemcnt  loore  liaied  and  allured  in 

dani^ers,whereas  the  vulgar  fort  haue  not  their  harts  for- 
tified and  defended  with  inch  anticipations  and  relolute 
imprelhons  aforehand.  Albeit  therefore  many  notable 
men  (as  Cicero  faith)  haue  atchieuecl  many  braue  and  ver-  J 
tuous  exploits  being  guided  by  their  naturall  iudgemcnt  > 
,6nely,and  by  daily  experience  in  aftairs,  yetmhmte.taults  S 

may  be  noted  in  them,  efpecially  in  their  behauiour  and 

maner  of  life-,  which  might  haue  been  amended  and  cor- 
reded  by  the  knowledge  ofletters.  Moreouer  the  ludge- 
mentofman  wauereth  too  eafily  to  fettle  and  refolue  it 
felfe  vpon  any  :thing:yea  it  is  driuen  by  a thoufand  occali- 
ons  from  the  ground  of  hir  former  difeourfes,  if  it  1^^ i 
built  and  laid  vpon  certaine  knowledge  & reafon,  which 
the  fiudie  oF wifedome  tcacheth  vs.  A,nd  as  for  that  pru- 
denc.e^  which  is  gotten  onely  by  vfe,  and  by  a mans  owne 
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cxpcrieiice^it  is  too  long, dangerous  anddirticult,  bicaufc 
it  is  not  able  to  make  vs  wife  but  after  our  owne  pen’ll : ik 
oftentimes  whilft  we  feeke  it^  death  maketh  hafte  to  pre- 
ucnt  itjOrelfe  followeth  it  fo  neerc,  that  we  had  needc  of 
a fecond  life  to  bcftow  about  it.  Thus  we  fee  that  if  there 
be  any  want  in  any  one  of  thefe  three, Nature^Reafon  and 
VfCj  vertuealfo  mull:  needes  faile  and  be  vnperfedin  that  pcrfct?.  vcrtuc. 
point.  True  it  is,  that  a goodnaturallinclinationdcfer- 
iieth more praife being  without  learning,  than  learning 
doth  without  it  : bicaufe  euen  knowledge  ferueth  ma- 
ny times  for  an  occafion  to  the  wicked , who  abufeit 
malicioufly,  to  further  their  vnpure  purpofes.  Neucrthc- 
les,we  can  accufe  nothing  but  their  pcruerfnes,  which  by 
reafon  of  their  ignorance,  would  not  haiie  ftaieditfclfe 
from  vttering  fuch  pernitious  effeds  in  them,  and  pcrad- 
uenture  worfe.  i’or  in  what  hieafure  foeuer  it  be,  yet  (as 
Socrates  faid)  they  that  haue  been  well  brought  vp  and  in- 
flrud:ed,are  in  fomc  fort  forced  to  moderate  themfelues. 
Be(ides,they  that  are  notaltogither  well  borne, yet  being  Thedcfea  or 
holpen  by  good  training  vp  and  exercife  of  vertuc,  they  ' 

may  after  a fort  repaire  and  recouer  thedefed  of  nature,  cducatfon. 
Idlenes  ( faith  Plutarke ) annihilateth  and  corrupteth  the 
goodnesof  nature,  but  diligence  in  good  education  cor- 
redeth  the  naiightines  thereof.  And  as  we  fee,that  drops 
of  water  falling  vpon  a hard  ftone  make  it  hollow,  and 
.that  iron  and  copper  confume  and  weare  only  with  hand- 
ling , andgroundthat  is  more  vneeuen  and  Aonie  than  it 
ought,  yet  being  manured  and  dreffed,  beareth  faireand 
goodlie  fruit,  and-contrariwifegood  ground  becommeth 
vnfruitfull,and  waxeth  worfe  and  worfe  the  more  it  is  left 
vnlabored  : enen  fo  good  maners  and  conditions  are  - 
qualities,which  in  long  proceifeof  time  are  imprinted  in 
thefoule,  and  morall  vertues  are  attained- vnto  through 
care,diligence,labor,and  long  exercife.Therfore  although  The  weaknesof 
nature  hath  this  propertie  in  al  men,  that  it  is  in  perpetu- 
all  motion  through  a weakc  inftind,  and  that  in  fomes^odnes. 
ftronger,in  others  weaker,  which  caufeth  hir  to  afpire  vn- 
to and  to  defire  the  excellencie  of  hir  firft  perfedion, 

whereof 
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whereof  (lie  knowethhirfelfe  void,  yet  if  (lie  be  not  al- 
waies  holpen  anddriiien  towards  the  better  part,  flie  will 
foonefufFer  hir  felfetobe  cariedtothe  worfe.  They  are 
but  little  rparks(faith  Cicero j which  through  vice  and  cor- 
rupt maners  are  fo  eafily  quenched,that  the  light  of  them  I 
Ad  tiiiitudc.  appecreth  not.  And  as  the  heate  buried  in  the  veines  of  a 
flint,feemeth  rather  dead  than  aliue,if  the  fparkles  be  not 
drawen  foorth  by  the  fteele  : fo  this  immortall  portion  of 
celeftfall  fire,  being  the  fountaine  andfirft  motiueof  all 
knowledge, remaineth  without  any  profit  or  tommenda-  R 
ble  a(5i:ion,ifit  be  not  fliarpened  and  fet  on  worke.  We  are  ] 
no  fooner  borne,  and  taken  in  hand  to  be  brought  vp,  as 
Plato  faith,but  we  follow  after  wickednes,as  if  we  had  fuc- 
ked  iniquitie  togither  with  our  nurfes  milke.  Afterwards 
being  comitted  by  our  fathers  to  the  hands  of  teachers, 
weTo  in  wrap  our  minds  with  errors,  that  thofe  weake 
feedes  of  vertue,  which  are  in  vs  by  nature,  mufl  needes  jB| 
giue  place  to  vanitie,  and  to  opinion.  But  if  good  wits.|#S 
find  good  bringing  vp,  then  they  grow  alwaies  vp  fromwi 
^ better  to  better.  Whereupon  in  my  opinion  that  old  pro-* 

' uerbe  was  not  fpoken  without  reafon, that  education  go-* 

cth  beyond  nature*  Which  thing  when  Lycurgm  was  defi- m 

rous  to  let  the  Lacedemonians  vndcrftand,  henourifhed  ^ 
two  dogs  of  one  & the  fame  litter,  vfing  the  one  to  hunt,  jB 
Lycurgusexam-  and  bringing  vp  the  other  in  the  kitchen.  Andwhen  the  H 
picof  tvvodogs.  pgQpie  gathered  togither, he  fpake  vnto  them  in  this  B 

maner : It  is  a matter  of  great  importance  ( O ye  Lacedc-  S 
monians)to  ingender  vertue  in  mens  harts  by  education,  W' 
cuftome,  and  difeipline,  as  I will  letye  fee,  andfenfibly  B 
perceiue  out  of  hand.  Then  he  caufed  both  the  dogs  to  be  m 
brought,  and  calling  ofFa  hare  on  the  one  fide, & fetting 
a platter  of  broth  on  the  other,  he  let  loofe  his  dogs,  of  y.  1 
which  the  one  followed  after  the  hare,&  the  other  ran  to  ij 
the  broth.Thus  fareth  it(quoth  he)  with  men, who  may  be  ij 

\ made  more  vertuous  by  good  education,  than  by  nature,  ” ^ 

Neither  will  it  profit  them  at  all  to  defeendof  Herculesf^ 
race,  if  they  pradife  not  thofe  works  whereby  in  his  life 
time  he  grew  to  be  moft  famous  in  the  world,  and  if  they 

cxercife  " ! 
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cxerdfe  not  themfelnes  all  the  daies  of  their  life  in  honeft 
and  vertiioLis  adions.  Furthermore  if  we  defirc  examples 
ofthis,  that  learning,  inftitution  and  education  auailc 
greatly  to  conforme  and  frame  our  harts  and  wils  to  ver- 
tue,yea  to  alter  and  make  them  better , Socrates  confef- 
feth  in  Tlato^  that  by  nature  he  was  inclined  to  vices, 
andyetphilofophy  made  him  asperfedand  excellent  a were  by  nature 
man  as  any  was  in  the  world.  Themifiocles  in  his  youth  ( as 

i-ric''r^vi\r  ri-r-,*  • ^ ^ eaucationvcr- 

nimielre  confefiedjror  want  or  difcipline  was  caned  away  luous. 
by  his  defires  like  to  ayoong  vnbridled  colt,vntil  that  by 
^ Oiitltiades  example,  who  was  then  famous  amongft  the 
Grecians, he  caufed  the  viuacitie  & quick  nes  of  his  fpirit , 
and  the  ambition,  which  naturally  was  in  him  to  attendc 
vpon  vertue.  Befides,education  and  cu  dome  haue  power 
to  change  not  onely  the  naturall  inclination  of  fome  par- 
ticulermen,  butalfoof whole  countries,  as  thehiftories 
oi:  mod  nations  in  the  world  declare  vnto  vs  : and  name- 
ly of  the  Germaines,  who  in  the  time  of  Tacittu  had  nei-  The  Germaines 
ther  law,nor  religion, nor  knowledge,  nor  forme  of  com-  much  changed 
monwealth,  whereas  now  they  giue  place  to  no  nation 
for  good  inftitution  in  all  things.  Let  vs  not  then  be  dif- 
couraged  or  faint  by  knowing  our  naturall  imperfedi- 
ons,  feeing  that  through  labor  and  diligence  we  may  rc- 
couer  that  which  is  wanting:  but  happie  is  that  man,and 
Angularly  beloued  of  cod, to  whom  both  good  birth  and 
like  bringing  vp  are  granted  together.  It  followcth  now 
to  difeourfe  particulerly  of  the  maner  of  good  education 
and  inftrudion  of  youth : but  this  will  come  in  more  fite- 
ly , when  we  lliall  intreat  of  Oeconomy.  And  yet  feeing 
we  are  in  the  difeourfe  of  mans  nature,  I thinkc  it  wil  not 
be  from  the  purpofe,  nor  without  profite,  if  (to  make  vs 
more  feuerecenfurers  ofourowne  faults)  we  note,  that 
although  our  behauior  be  cheefely  known  by  the  e&ds, 
as  a tree  by  the  fruit , yet  many  times  a mans  naturall  in-  inSdon^may 
clinatio  is  better  perceiued  in  a light  matter,as  in  a word,  bcefpkdin  a 
inapaftime,  or  in  fome  other  free  aqd  priuate  bufines, 
wherein  vertue  or  viceingrauen  in  thefoule  may  be  foc- 
nerefpied,  than  in  greater  adions  and  works  done  pub- 

N i likely : 
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likely : bicaufe  in  thefe  matters  fliame or  conftraint  com-  i'l 
monly  caufementovfediirimulation.  Howbeitthisalfo 
is  true,tHat  the  more  power  and  authoritie  a man  hath, 
when  he  may  alleadge  his  owne  will  for  all  reafon,  the  in-  I 
wardafFedion  of  his  hart  is  then  beft  difcouered . For 
fuch  an  vnbrideled  licence  mooueth  all,  euen  to  the  verie  : | 
depth  and  bottome  of  his  palTions,  and  caufeth  all  thofe 
fecret  vices,  that  are  hidden  inhisfouletobefullie  and 
euidentlyfeene.  Whereupon  it  followeth  that  great  and  ^ 
ime  ought  aboue  all  others  to  learne  vertue , and  M 

to  ftudie  to  Hue  well , efpecially  feeing  they  haue  all  thofe  S 
requifite  helps  and  commodities,through  want  of  which  g 
moft  men  are hindred from  attaining  thereunto.  Let  vs  ft 
therefore  learne  by  our  prefentdifcourfe  to  knowe,  that  % 
the  nature  of  all  men,by  reafon  of  the  corruption  of  fin,  m 
is  fo  depraued , corrupted  and  vnperfed , that  euen  the  H 
beft  men  amongft  many  imperfedions  carry  about  them'H 
fomeenuie,  ieloufy,  emulation  and  contention  againft  ■ 
fome  or  other,  and  rather  againft  their  verie  friends.  This  1 
did  T>emAi  a noble  man  and  greatly  conuerfant  in  mat-  ^ 
ters  of eftate,declare  vnto  the councel  in  the  citie  of  Chioy\ 
afteraciuilldiftentionwherin  he  had  followed  that  part  ■ 
which  ouercame.  For  be  perfwaded  thofe  of  his  fide  not  I 
to  banifii  all  their  aduerfanes  out  of  the  city,  but  to  leaue  I 
fome  of  them  after  they  had  taken  from  them  all  meanes  S 
of  doing  more  harme : leaft  (qu  oth  he  vnto  them)  we  be-  S 
gin  to  quarrel  with  our  friends,hauing  no  more  enemies  ■ 
tocontende  withall;  For  this  caufe  we  muft  fortifie  our  1 
fellies  with  vnderftanding  and  knowledge  through  labor  § 
and  ftudie  of  good  letters,  that  we  may  reftraineand  re-i 
prefle  fo  many  pernitious  motions  mingled  togitherl 
inourfoules.  Let  vs  know  moreouer,  that  feeing  our  na-“' 
ture  is  aifaulted  and  proiioked  by  a vehement  inclinati- 
on to  do  any  thing  whatfoeuer,jt  is  a very  hard  matter  to  i 
withdrawe  and  keepe  it  backe  by  any  force,  no  not  by  the  J 
ftrengthorfeareof  anylawes,.i£in  diie'conuenient  time 
we  frame  not  within  it  a habite  of  vertue,  hauing  firft  wi- 
(hed  to  be  well  borne.  But  howfoeuer  it  be, let  vs  endeuor 
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to  be  well  borne  through  cuftome  and  exercffe  in  vertue 
(which  will  be  vntovsas  it  were  another  nature  ) yfing 
the  meanes  of  good  education*  and  inftnidion  in  wife- 
dome, whereby  our  foules  dial  be  made  conquerors  ouer 
all  hurtful!  paffions,  and  our  minds  moderate  and  ftaied, 
ithat  in  all  our  doings/ayings  and  thoughts  w'e  paffe  not 
the  bounds  of  the  dutie  of  a vertuous  man . 


The  ende  of  the  fourth  dates  worhe. 


THE  FIFT  DAIES  WORKE. 


Of  Temper auce.  Chap,  17, 

- . Hediuineexcellendeofthe 

order,  oftheequall  & won- 
derful conftacie  of  the  parts 
of  the  world , afwell  in  the 
goodly  and  temperate  mo- 
deration of  the  feafdns  of 
theyeere,  as  in  the  mutual! 
coniundio  of  the  element^ 
obeying  altogither  with  a perfcd  harmonie  the  grati- 
ous  and  foueraigne  gouernment  of  their  creator,  was  the 
caufe  that  Tythagoras  firft  called  all  the  compalTe  of  this 
vniuerfal  frame  by  this  name  of which  without  fuch  ThcCrecke 
an  excellent  difpofition  would  be  but  diforder  & a world  vredb^pytha* 
of  confufion.  For  this  word  world,  fignifieth  afmuch  as  goras,  and  cran- 
Ornament, or  a well  difpofed  order  of  things  , Nowe  as  a 
conftant  and  temperate  order  is  the  foundation  thereof,  ofvsivoridM^- 
fothe  ground-worke  and  preferuation  of  mans  happie 
life,  for  whom  all  things  were  made,  is  the  vertue  of  tem- 
perance, which  conteineth  the  defires  and  inclinations 
of  the  foule  within  the  compafie  of  mediocritie,  and  mo- 
derateth  all  adions  whatfoeuer.  For  this  caufe , hauing 

N i;  hitherto 
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hitherto  according  to  our  iudgment  fufficiently  diicour- 
fed  of  the  firftriuer  of  the  fountaine  of  honeftie,  I thinke 
we  ought  to  iet  downe  here  in  the  fecond  place(although 
it  be  coiitraric  to  the  opinion  of  manic  philorophers)this 
vertue  of  Temperance , faying  with  Socrates  that  (lie  is  the 

ground- worke  and  foundation  of  all  vertues. 

A R A N A.  As  a man  cannot  be  temperate  if  firft  he  be 
S™-  not  prudent,  bicaufeeuerievertuous  adion  proceedeth 
ofktiowledge : fo  no  man  can  beftrong  and  vahant,it  he 
be  not  firft  temperate , bicaufe  he  that  hath  a noble  and 
great  courage  without  moderation , will  attempt  a thou- 
fand  euils  and  mifcheefes,  and  willfoone  grow  to  be  rafii 
and  headie.  Likewife  iuftice  cannot  be  had  without  tern- 
perance, feeing  it  is  the  cheefe  point  of  a iuft  man^to  haue 
his  foule  free  from  perturbations.Which  cannot  be  done 
except  he  be  temperatejwhofe  proper  fubie<5i:  the  foule  is. 

A R A M.  Heroicall  vertue  (faith  T^lato)is  made  perfed 
by  the  mixture  and  ioyning  together  of  Temperance  and 
fortitude,  which  being  feparated  will  at  length  become 
vices . For  a temperate  man  that  is  not  couragious,earily 
waxeth  to  be  a coward  and  faintharted:  and  a noble  hart 
nottemperatc,becommethraaiand  prefumptuous.  Let 
vs  then  heare  A c h i t o b difeourfe  of  this  Temperance, 
fo  excellent  and  neceffarie  a vertue. 

Achitob.  j4^aj^etiis  a man  of  great  skill, writing  to 
the  emperor  luftmiarti  amongft  other  things  had  this  fay- 
in<^ : We  fay  that  thou  art  truly  and  rightly  both  emperor 
The  true  marks  2_nd  king,  fo  long  as  thou  canft  command  and  mafter  thy 
SakinT'"'"  defiresandpleafures,  and  art  befet  and  decked  with  the 
crowne  ofTemperance,and  clothed  with  the  purple  robe 
of  Iuftice. For  other  principalities  end  by  death,  whereas 
this  kingdome  abideth  for  cuer  : yea  others  are  manie 
times  the  caiife  of  perdition  to  the  foule,  but  this  procu- 
reth  a certaine  and  an  aftured  fafetic.When  we  hauecon- 
fidered  well  of  the  woorthie  effeds  and  fruits  of  this  ver- 
tue of  temperance, no  doubt  but  we  will  fubferibe  to  this 
wife  mans  opinion,  and  to  as  many  as  hauc  written  of  the 
praifes  and  roialtiesof  thatvertue.  Temperance  (faith 
^ Pythagoras ) 
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tha^oKM)  isthatlight,  which ilriuethiaway  roundabout  wh  rt 
hirthedarknesand  obfeuritieof  pafTions.  She  is  (faith  Mncci,.  ' 
Socrates)the  wholefomeft  vertue  of  all . For  ihe  preferueth 
both  publikely  and  priuatcly  humane  focietie,  flie  lifteth 
vp  the  foule  miferably  throwen  downe  in  vice,  and  refto- 
reth  hir  againe  into  hir  place.  Temperance  (faith  Platojis 
a mutuall  confent  of  the  parts  of  the  foule  ( from  whence 
fpririgeth  continencie)  caufingalldifordered  and  vnbri- 
deled  defires  to  take  reafon  for  a rule  and  diredion.Tem- 
perance(faith  Cicerojis  the  mother  of  all  dutie  and  hone- 
ftie.  It  is  the  propertie  ofiuftice  not  to  violate  the  right  of 
another  man,  and  of  Temperance,  not  lb  much  as  to  of- 
fend him.  In  Temperance  a man  may  behold  modeftie, 
withthepriuationof  euery  perturbation  in  the  foule,  as 
alfo  a way  ho  w to  frame  al  things  according  to  that  which 
is  decent  or  Icemely, which  the  Latins  call  ©fcwww, being  what  Dumm, 
a conueniencie  meet  for  the  excellencie  ofman,  and  that  “ « 

wherein  his  nature  differeth  from  other  lining  creatures. 

For  as  bodily  beautie  mooueth  and  reioiceth  the  eies,by 
realbn  of  the  goodly  and  leemely  compofition  of  all  the 
members,wherin  all  the  parts  with  a certaine  grace  agree 
togither ; fo  thisdecencie,  which  is  honeftieandfeemeli- 
nes.fiiining  in  mans  life  by  his  good  order,conftancie  and 
moderation  both  in  deed  and  word,  mooueth  and  draw- 
cth  the  harts  ofthofe  amongft  whom  we  Hue.  This  vertue 
then  of  temperance  is  a ftedfaft  and  moderate  rule  of  rea- 
fonouerconcupifcence,  and  ouer  other  vehement  mod- 
ons  of  the  mind.  Butlhecommandethcheeflyouerthofe 
two  perturbationsof  the  lbule,grounded  vpon  the  opini- 
on  of  good,  I meanc,  Vnhridled  dejtrey  and  vnmeajiiyable  ioiCy 
whereof  heertofore  we  made  mention . Thus  we  fee,that 
no  man  can  find  out  any  thing  that  is  fo  excellent  and 
wonderful!  p tcmperancc,the  guide  and  gouernorofthe  ISSbr 
loule,  which  bicaufe  of  hir  exceeding  great  light  cannot  temperance, 
be  hid  in  darknes ; which  compelleth  vs  to  follow  reafon, 
bringeth  peace  to  our  minds,  andmollifieth  them  as  it 
were  by  concord  and  agreement.  She  ferueth  fora  bridle 
to  reftraine  all  pleafure  s,and  in  the  midft  of  them  maketh 

N iij  man 
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man  good  and  vertuous.  She  ferueth  for  a knife  to  cut  off 

allfuperfluous.  vainc,  andvnneceffane  defires  aswrflof 
the  foule  as  of  the  bodie : and  is  as  it  were  a rule  direding 
naturall  and  neceflarie  defires  by  fit  choice  of  times , and 
by  temperate  vfe  of  mediocritie.  Wherefore  we  may  fay, 
that  this  vertue  of  temperance  comprehendeth  mit  all 
the  other  vertues : that  through  hir  a harmonic,  concor- 
dance,and  coniundion  of  them  all  is  made  : that  Ihe  mi- 
niftreth  vnto them  all occafionsof  begmnmg, and  being 
begun  confirmeth  them  by  a firme  and  ftedfaft  fafetie. 
Breefiy , temperance  ( as  Plato  faith)  is  a generall  furname 
of  thofe  vertues^whereby  a man  moderateth  his  owne  a^ 
fedions,  and  frameth  his  gefture  and  behauiourin  ilich 
fort,  that  no  efiteminate  or  loofe  maners,  no  clownilh  or 
vnciuilfafliions  are  feenc  in  him,0  (faith  £//npm^/jhow  is 
temperance  to  be  efteemed,  which  isthe  caufe  or  luen 
great  glorie  and  honor  amongft  men  ? This  vertue  is  di- 
f owerpam  of  uided  into  fowet  principal  parts,  into  Conmencie,CUmoH. 
sempcrancc.  cieyAIodeFtieiZXiiL  Order is  that  part, whereby 
concupifcence  and  defire  are  gouerned  by  counfell  and 
reafon.  Clemencie  is  that,  whereby  the  minds  of  men, 
rafhlycariedaway  with  the  hatred  of  anyone,  and  with 
defiretohurt  him,are  kept  backeby  gentlenes.  Modeftie 
is  that,  whereby  honeft  Ihame  and  bafiifulnes  piirchaieth 
good  and  due  deferued  renowne.Order  is  a diipofition  of 
all  things  in  their  conuenient  place.  All  thefe  vertues  are. 
vndoubtedly  ioined  with  temperance,^ and  confift  as  well 
in  a6i:ion,as  ii>  the  difeourfingofthe  mind. For  by  ioining 
a certaine  mediocritie  and  order  vntq  thofe  things  that 
belong  to  this  life,wepreferue  honeftie  and  dutie.  Euerie 
vertue(raith  IivnlzlicHSy'X  notable  nrian  ) defpiieth  whatioe- 
iier  is  fraile,  mortal!,  and  momentanie,  but  temperance 
more  than  the  reft : bicaufe  Ihe  contemneth,and  through 
chaftitie  bcateth  downc  all  thofe  delights  and  pleafures, 
whereby  the  foule  ( as  Plato  faith)  is  faftened  vnto  the  bo- 
die as  it  were  with  a naile.  Therefore  if  temperance  roo- 
tethout  whatfoeuer  ihe  findeth^ynperfe^  and  fubiecl to 
perturbations, how  (hal  (he  po^  therewithal!  make 
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fed  > ‘This  isihen^eaning  of  that  vt^hich  the  poets  vould 
giuevs’to  vnderftand  vnder  that  fained  fable  of  Bellero^ 
fhoft,  who  being  aided  by  modeftieput  to  death  that  ChU 
wtiya,md  all  other  cruel  and  faiiage  monfters.But  as  long 
as  th^  immoderate  force  of  our  a&dions  raigneth  in  vs, 
it  fuffereth  not  men  to  be  men,  but  draweth  them  to  the 
il  fauoured  nature  of  beafts  void  of  reafon.Contrari wife, 
this  holie  moderation,  whereby  pleafures  are  contained 
within  certaine  bounds,prcferueth  families  togither,and 
cities : and  which  is  more,  draweth  vs  in  fome  fort  neerc 
to  the  diuine  nature.Thus  we  fee  that  (he  is  the  foundati- 
on and  ornament  of  all  good  things.  If  we  (hoiild  ende- 
uor  to  rehearfe  heere  al  thofe  excellent  praifes,which  phi-  » 
lofophers  giue  to  this  vertue  of  temperance,bicaufc  of  hir 
worthie  effeds  and  wholefome  fruits,  which  (lie  bringeth 
foorthinthefoLile,  we  were  notable  to  performeit,  al- 
though we  (l^ould  beftowthis  whole  daiesworke  about 
it.  But  bicaufe  in  the  fequele  of  our  difeourfes,  as  well  in 
the  handling  of  vices  as  of  vertues^  we  may  confider  fur- 
ther how  necelfary  temperance  is, and  what  profit  it  brin- 
geth to  the  whole  life  of  man,  we  will  content  our  felues 
to  learne  of  that  temperance  is  the  piller  of  forti- Thecommen-  . 
tilde, the  helmet  and  (hield  againft  luxurioufnes,  the  kee- 
per  and  guide  of  the  eies,  the  preferuer  of  good  will,  the  ^ 
rafor  of  euill  thoughts,  the  corredor  of  vntamed  d^res, 
an  enimie  to  the  difordered  will  of  the  foule:  that  k fhnn- 
neth  naturall  defires,  hindcreth  difhoneft  adions,  bree- 
deth  continencie,  mollifieth  mens  harts,  and  giueth  rea- 
fon  for  a rule  in  ail  things.  Now  let  vs  note  outamongfl: 
the  ancients,  fome  examples  of  the  force  and  greatnes  of 
this  vertue  of  temperance,  which  hath  made  many  excel-  woonaerfuU 
lent  men  worthie  of  eternal!  vcnowixic^Scipio  Africantts  ge-  examples  of 
nerall  of  the  Romanes,  at  the  taking  of  thecitieof  Car- 
thage  had  a yoong  damfell  to  his  prifoner,  of  rare  and  ex-  ^ 

cellentbeautie.  And  when  he  vnderftood  of  what  great 
calling  (lie  came, and  how  hir  parents  not  long  before  had 
betrothed  hir  to  a great  Lord  of  Spaine , he  commanded 
that  he  (hould  be  fent  for, and  reftored  hir  vnto  him,with- 

N iiij  out 
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out  abufing  hit  in  any  refpeft,  although  he  was  in  the 
flowrc  of  his  age,and  had  free  and  foueraigne  authoritic. 
Moreoiier,  hegauefor  a dowrie  with  hir  the  monic  that 
was  brought  vnto  him  for  hir  ranfome.  An  ad  no  doubt 
of  great  continencie  in  a vidorious  captaine  towards  his 
captiue,  whereof  AuIpu  gelUasyiomm^  it  with  that  which 
jiUxdnder  Alexander  the  great, maketh  this  queftion,whe- 

^ * ther  of  the  twainc  bchaued  himfelfe  more  vertuoufly.  For 

^/(fAT^^Wfrhauingvanquiflied  inbattell  king!D^r/^,  and 
retaining  as  prifoner  his  wife,which  excelled  al  the  dames 
of Afiain  beautie^and  was  withall  butyonginyeeres,the  • 
vidorious  Monarke  being  butyong  alfo,  and  haningno 
fuperior  aboue  him  to  whom  he  was  bound  togiuean 
account  of  himfelfe , had  notwithftanding  fuch  great 
knowledge  how  to  command  himfelfe,  thatalbeit  by  his 
acquaintance  and  friends  he  was  fufficiently  certified  of 
the  excellent  beautie  of  this  Ladie,  yet  hee  bare  no  ill 
thought  towards  hir,  but  fent  to  comfort  hir,  and  caufed 
hir  to  be  intertaincd  and  attended  on  with  no  leife  honor 
and  reuerence,than  iffhe  had  been  his  owne  fifter.  And  to 
auoid  all  fufpicion  and  occafion  of  euill,  he  would  not  fee 
hir,  nor  fuffer  hir  to  be  brought  before  him . The  tempe- 
" ranee  of  Cyrne  king  of  Perfia  is  alfo  very  famous  amongft 
the  hirtoriographers.For  when  one  of  his  minions  ftirred 
him  vp  to  go  and  fee  faire  Panth^a,  faying  that  hir  rare 
beautie  was  well  woorthie  tobefeene  : that  is  the  caufe 
(anfwered  this  yong  prince  vnto  him  ) why  I will  altogi- 
ther  abftaine  at  thisprefent  from  beholding  hir  at  thy 
perfuafion,  leaftfhehir  felfe  heerafter  fiiould  induce  me 
through  the  remembrance  of  hir  perfedion  to  go  to  hir,  ’ 
andfo  caufe  me  in  the  meane  time  to  let  flip  manyaf- 
jrehhsi.  faires  of  great  importance.  Architas^diS  fo  temperate,that 

he  would  not  fo  much  as  vtter  one  filthie  word  : and  if  he 
weredriuen  to  declare  it  vponfomeiufi:  occafion,  then  he 
wrote  it,  fliewing  by  this  filence,  how  diflioneft  a thing  it 
was  to  commit  that,  which  being  onely  vttered  ought  to 
Xenocrato.  caufe  aman  to  bluili.  Xemcrates  was  indued  with  fuch  a 
greatgift  of  continencie,  that  Phryna  a very  faire  and  no- 
table 
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table  courtifan  laid  a v^ager  with  certafne  yoong  nieri’, 
that  if  (lie  lay  w’irii  hifn,lhc  would  caufe  hifn  to  bfeake  his 
temperance.  But Atf«d7c/'^/<f.f,hauing granted  hir the  halfe 
of  his  bed,for  example  fake  to  thoft  youths,  was  nothing 
' more  mooued  for  any  thing  flie  could  do.  Whereupon 
phrym  being  verie  angriemade  anfwere  in  the  morning 
tothofethatdemandcd  the  wager  of  hir, -that  die  laie  ho"t 
withaman  but  withablocke.  //iwthephilbfopHer  be- 
ing  asked  ofone  that  looked  vpon  a'  veric  faire  woman, 
whether  fliefeemed  not  vnto  him  to  be  faire,  made  this 
anfwer.  My  friend,!  am  not  difeafed  any  more  in  my  eies: 

and  fo  would  not  behold  hir  at  all.  Gif/fer  the  Ro- 

niaine,aslong  as  he  goiierned  Sardinia,  would  neuerfuf-^  c.Gracchtu, 
fcr  a woman  to  let  foote  in  his  houie , except  it  were  to 
demand  iuiWce.  king  of  Macedonia,  hearing 

that  his  fonne  was  lodged  in  a houfe  where  there  wxre 
three  verie  faire  daughters,  made  an  edia,  that  no  cour- 
tier fliould  lodg#  in  any  matrons  houfe  that  had  daugh- 
ters,if llie  were  vndcr  fiftie  yeeresof  age.  Pompeitu  would 
neuer  fpeak  td^the  wife  ofZ)^AWif/r//iy  his  freeman,  bkraufe 
flie  was  fo  faire,  that  he  feared  leaft  he  flTould  be  in  loub 
with  hir.In  the  number  of  thefe  ancient/amoUS'and  ver- 
tiious  men, that  great  captainc  Francis  Sfarce  duke  of  Mil-  T.sfone. 
Ian  deferueth  to  be  placed,whofe  contincncie  was  wocmx- 
derfuli,euen  when  he  wasyetyoong,  and  generall  of  the 
Florentine  armie,  at  the  taking  of  Cafanoua.^  For  as  ccr- 
taine  fouldicrs  had  taken  a maide  of  an  exccellent  beau- 
tie  , and  at  hir  intreatie  and  earneft  re'queft  had  brought 
hir  before  him,  Sforce  asked  the  maide  why  (he  defired  fo 
earneilly  to  come  before  him.  To  thisende  (quoth  (lie) 
that  thou  mighteftdeliuer  me  from  the  fouldiers,  '&that 
I might  pleafe  thee.  Sfirce  feeing  hir  to  be  verie  faire, ac- 
cepted of  hir, and  at  night  caufed  hir  to  lie  with  him.  But 
as  he  w'ould  haue  drawne  neer  vnto  hir,the  maide  caft  hir 
felfeon  both  hir  knees  before  him  without  the  bed,  and 
brought  him  tofaue  hir  virginitie , and  to  reftorc  hir  to 
himyntowhome  fhe  was  made  fure.  Whereupon 
willingly  agreed,  beholding  the  abundance  of  hir  teares,  - 

which 
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which  w^ere  teftiinonies^of  the  cbaftitielofhir  hart.  WiH 
we  ha,ue,^a^pl?s  of  this  ycrtue  of  temperan^in  other 
circurnftartcesof  h^k^cffeifts  Ambition  truly  is  the  tnoii 
-vehement  and  ftrongcft  palTion  of  all  thofe  wherewith 
mens  minds  are  troubled^and  yet  many  notable  and  ver- 
tuo.iis  men  haue  fo  maftred  it  by  theforce  of  their  tempe- 
rance^^that  oftentirnes  they  accepted  of  offices  and  eftats 

of  fupreame  authpritie , as  it  were  by  compulfion  & with 

greefeiyea  feme  altpgither  contemned’ and  willingly  for- 
fookethem.  Pompey,  receiuing  letters  of  abfolute  autho- 
S.U"of  Pom.  ritie  froih  thefenate  to  condua  the  warre  againft  the  two 

peyagahift  kingS‘53'^^^^^'^  I 

ambition.  * j^eucr  cometo«  the  cnd^of  fo  many  traiiels?  Shall  enuie 
^Iwaies  hpld  me  in  fiich  fort  as  hir.flaue  i thatnewe  and 
great  charges  daily  laying  hold  vpoiiime,  I cannot  rid  my 
felfe  of  thefe  ftiares,  to  the  end  I may  line  fweetly  with  my 
wife  andphildren  at  my  houfe  in  the  countrey  ? 

Thtacui,  one  ofthe  Sages  of  Grascia,  being  conftrained  to  take  vp- 

pn  him  the  charge  of  an  armie.i; accepted  it  with  great 
■ ■ ‘ greefe, faying  before  them  all  • O how,  hard  a matter  it  is 
tobcagoodman  1 Tedar^;,fi^  the  Lacedemonian  hauing 
Vedarem.  cfcaped  to  be  eleded  one  of  thofe  three  hundred  fena- 

tors,  which  goueirned  the  eftate  of  Sparta,  returned  from 

the  aflembly  verie  ipifull,  faying,that  it  was  an  eafie  mat- 
ter to  finde  in  that  citic  three  hundred  better  and  more 
honeft  men  than  himfelfe.  Whatdid>fc//?w , ofwhomwe 
Sclfto.  already  fpoken,  after,  he  had  performed  a thoufand 

glorious  facts  for  the  greatnes  of  the  Romaine  empire  ? 
He  forced  the  nature  of  ambition,  which  isalwaies  cari- 
cd  with  a defire  of  new  glorie,  and  changed  the  reft  of  his 
life  into  quiernes : and  abandoning  the  affaires  of  eftate, 
he  went  and  dwelt  in  the  cou.ntvey, Tpr^mttis  and  PabritOU 
^ abfented  thefelues  from  Rome, the  one  bicaufe  he  would 
not  haue  the  di<5tatorftiip,and  the  other  the  confulffiip.  It 
is  not  long  ftnee  AintAm  duke  of  Sauoy  willingly  gaue 
Mmxus,  ouer  his  duchy  into  his  fons  hands,&  became  an  hermit: 

and  after  that  being  chofen  pope, he  gaue  vp  the  feat  wil- 
Amwetthes  lingly  to  another.  Arnwrathes,  tlte  fecofid  of  that  name, 
' emperor 
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emperor  of  the  Turks,  after  he  had  obtained  infinjte^icr 
tories , and vanquifhed  the  kingof Hungarie , became. a 
nionkcofthe  ftraightefl:  fed  amongft  them.  That  great 
emperor  Charles  the  fift,  did  he  not  refigne  his  empire  in-  c\mki 
to  the  hands  of  the  princes  eledors^and  withdrewe  hini- 
felfe  into  a monafterie  ? But  w^hat  need  we  maruell  at  the 
knowledgeofthefe  examples,  whicii  fliewthe  effeds  of 
this  vertueof  temperance  againft.ftrange  paffions  arifihg 
in  vs,  proceeding  of  our  nature  corrupted  with  finne,and 
ruling  in  vs  through  the  ignorance  of  that  which  is  good, 
when  we  may  fee,  that  temperance  doth  not  onely  ferue 
for  a good  guide  and  fchoolmaftcr  tooiir  pafllions  and  to 
our  naturall  and  necelfarie  dcfires  and  picafurb',  that  are 
borne.wiVh  man  from  the  beginning  to  rule  them  with 
mediocritie  and  reafon,  but  alfo  compelleththem  often- 
times to  fubmit  themfelues  , thereby  triumphing  dxier 
their  nece(ritie,although  (as  Thales  faid)  it  be  inuincible?* 

And  thenhow’  much  moreeafie  wil  it  be  to  reftraine,yeay 
wholy  to  ouerthrow  the/ooliihdenresofvanitie  ? Sons  Sow. 
acaptainc  ofgreatrenovyne  vand  king  of  Lacedetnortia, 
being.befieged  in  a narrow  flraight^  & very  craggie  place^ 
void  of  water,after  he  had  enduredithe  heceffitie  of  thirft 
to  the  vttermoft,  he  offred  to  the  Clitorians  his  enemies, 
to  reftore  vnto  them  al  their  land,which  he  bad  wotine  of 
them  , fo  that  he.and  all  his  cora'pariid  might  drinke  of  a> 
fountaine  neere  vnto  them.  Which  being  thus  agreed  vp- 
on  betweene  them,hejed  al  his  men  thither;^knd  faid.vL 
to  them,that  if  any  onewould  abfiairie  from  drinking, he 
would  refigne hisroyaltieoflacediemonia  vGto him. "But 
none  would  accept  thereof,infomuch  that' all  dranke  ex- 
cept himfelfe,  who  going  laft  d^wnetn to  the  fouritaine' 
did  nothing  blit  refreih  himibifev^ndwet  bis  moqtha  Ik-- 
tie  on  ithe/oathde^/ih.  the  (prefetideiof  bis  ehemiei5?,  not 
drinking  one  drop  thereofrlByjmea  ndSAk  hereof  he  main- 
tained,thathe  not  bound  at:alLvnto  his  promife',  bi- 

caufe  all , dranke  not ; andfo  h’e  continued  the  warre  to 
the  great  honot  &aduantage,of?hisjc6hhtry.  * tyfmachw.ityfntAchm. 
one  of  Jl^^cahdeps  fucceffours'?in  ^he. empire,  bad  not  fo 
' great 
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great  power  ouer  the  like  paffion*  For  being  compelled 
by  thirft , he  diliuered  himfelfe  and^all  his  armie  to  the 
Getes  his  enemies.  After  he  had  drunke, being  prifoner, 

O God(quoth  he)how  faint-harted  am  I, that  for  fo  Hiort 
a pleafure  haue  depriued  my  felfe  of  fo  great  a kingdomel 
Catot\\c  yoonger,trauelling  ouer  the  dcferts  of  Lybia,  en- 
dured verie  fore  thirft.  And  when  a fouldier  offered  him  a 
little  water  in  his  morion,  he  threw  it  vpon  the  ground  in 
prefence  ofthemall,to  the  end  his  armie  might  knowe, 
that  he  would  be  in  no  better  eftate  than  they,  Truely  a | 
woorthy  example  for  all  captaines : for  by  fo  doing,  that 
which  would  hardly  haue  quenched  the  thirft  of  one,  re- 
ftrained  it  in  a whole  armie.  The  emperori^<?^/d>^^/«,  who 
of  bafe  eftate  attained  to  this  dignitie  by  his  vertue,vpon 
the  like  occafion  made  an  anfwere  woorthy  to  be  remem- 
bred.  For  when  a full  cup  of  becre  was  brought  vnto  him 
in  thewarre  which  he  had  againftOf?^?c<«r/«kingof  Bohe- 
mia, at  what  time  he  w'as  in  a place  where  his  whole  arrny 
was  greatly  troubled  with  thirft,  he  would  not  receiue  it, 
but  faid  \(nto  the  bearer  thereof,  that  his  thirft  was  for  all 
his  armie, and  not  onely  for  himfelfe,&  therfore  that  cup 
ofbeercwas  not  fufficient  to  quench  it.  WereadofiS<?cr4- 
tes  that  whenfoeuer  he  felt  himfelfe  very  thirfty,  he  would 
not  drinke  before  he  had  fpilt  and  caft  away  the  firft  pit- 
cher of  water,  which  he  drew  for  himfelfe  out  of  the  well, 
to  this  ende(as  he  faid)  that  he  might  acquaint  his  fenfu- 
all  appetite  to  expea  the  conuenieht  time  of  rcafon.  See- 
ing therefore  by  fuch  examples  and  infinite  others  con- 
tained in  hiftories  w'e  haue  certaitie  and  affured  proofe 
of  the  force  of  temperance  ouer  naturall  and  necefla- 
riepaffions,  howcrcdibleisit,  that  ftiemay  haue  farre 
greater  power  ouer  thofe  other  pafiions  that  came  from 
without  vs , after  we  fell  from  our  firft  creation  ? Let  vs 
therefore  conclude  by  our  prefent  difeourfe,  that  the  ver- 
tue  of. temperance  is  verie  neceflfarie  and  profitable  for  a 
happielife,  as  that  which  hath  this  propertie  belonging 
vnto  it,  to  be  skilfull  in  chafing  a mediocritie  in  pleafures 
andgreefes,  in  keeping  that  which  is  honeft&  vertuous. 
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and  in  liiunning  ofvice.efpecially  of  carnall  pleafures,  al- 
though (lie  ferue  alfo  to  moderate  all  the  adions  of  our 
life.  And  if  a prudent  man  auoideth  dilhoncft  things  in 
publike  places, a temperate  man  goeth  farther, efehevring 
them  in  folitarie  and  obfeure  corners.  If iuftice  fuflercth 
no  violence  to  be  vfed^  or  wrong  oifei'cd  to  any , tempe- 
rance further  permitteth  none  to  offend  any  : and  there- 
fore is  verie  well  called  of  thephilofophers,  the  mother 
of  all  dutie  and  honelHe. 


Of  Intemperance i and ofStupiditie  or  blockifjncs, 

I Ac  H Einginftrudedin  thcvertiic.of  temperance^ 

T o B . 1^  whichjas  well  as  hir  fellow  vertues,confiftcth 

in  mediocritie,  we  are  now  to  confider  of  hir 
extremities  and  vices  that  are  in  excefle  and  in  defed:Jn- 
temperance  iscleane  contrarie  vntoit,  which  as  Cicero 
faith, inflamethjprouoketh,  and  troiibleth  the  tranquilli- 
tie  of  thefpirit : bu t concerning  the  defed,I  find  no  pro- 
per name  giuen  vntoit  by  the  philofophers.  Butileaue  « 
the  handling  of  this  matter  vnto  you  my  Companions. 

A s E R*  Intemperance  (faith  Plato ) was  fo  called  of  the 
ancients,  bicaufe  that  peruerfe,  cruell,  great  and  variable 
beaft  LuFl,  exercifeth  therein  more  power  than  it  ought.  Predominant 
as  alfo  difordered  ioy  doth  the  like.  Whereupon  it  com-  paflionsinin- 
meth,  that  intemperate  men  enioying  the  pleafure  Qf 
their  fenfes,  imagine  falfely  that  true  felicitie  accompani- 
eth  them  therein.  But  truly  whofoeuer  obeieth  bodilie 
pleafures,ferueth  moft  cruell  tyrants. 

A M A N A.  Nature  (faid  Archita6)hzxh.  giuen  no  plague 
more  pernitious  & hurtful  than  the  pleafure  of  the  body. 

For  wheras  God  hath  bellowed  vpon  man  nothing  more 
excellent  than  the  foule  and  reafon,there  is  none  fo  great 
an  enimie  to  this  heauenlie  gift  as  voluptuoufnes:  bicaufe 
where  luxurioufnes  and  concupifcence  raigne, there  tem- 
perance can  haue  noplace  ; yea^  all  vertues are  banifhed 
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out  of  their  kingdome.  But  let  vs  heare  A r a m difcourfe 
of  thefe  vices  heere  propounded  vnto  vs. 

Aram.  I redinTtoonot  long fmce.thatthere were 
Some  fitincsare  {ins,  which  Ought  rather  to  be  called  punilhtnetus 

SrTnncr^  of  Other  fins  going  before, than  finnes.  According  to  the 
courfe  andfequeleofhis  fpeech,if  tny  memoriebe  good, 

I thinke  his  meaning  is,  that  men  fufFcring  themlelues  to 
be  ouertaken  of  vice  in  the  beginning, as  it  were  in  fport, 
neuet  take  heed  vnto  themfeliies,  vntillthey-be  wholie  ^ 
bandoned  and  giuen  ouer(as  S.Paule  their  vile  af- 

Kom.  r . fe6lions,and  pleafures  of  their  harts^in  all  vncleannes  and 

turbulent  paffions  of  ignoininie  and  reproch.^  Infonuich 
that  after  thev  haiie  opened  the  gate  to  their  concupif- 
cences,and  to  the  defires  oftheflelli,  ofwhooremongers, 
couetous  perfons^reucngers  of  their  owne  wrongs,  belly 
cods,gluttons,  and  from  other  ieffc  imperfedions,  being 
notwithftanding  foule  and  bcaftly,  they  become  Sodo- 
mites,Church-robbers, parricides, Epicures, Atheilts,and 

full  of  all  execrable  villanies,  which  are  .comprehended 
What  intern-  viidcr  this  woi'd  .of  intemperance.  Intemperance  is  very  | 
petanceis.  well  defined  of  the  philofophers  tobeanouerflowingm 
voluptuoufnes,  forcing  and  compelling  allreafon  in  fuch 
fort,  that  no  con  fideration  of  Ioffe  or  hinderance  is  able 

toftay  or  keepebacke  him  that  is  through  long  cuftomc  . 

infeded  with  vice,from  betaking  himfelfe  of  fet  purpoie,  J 
and  as  a man  would  fay,  willingly  and  defperately,  to  the  > 

execution  of  all  his  defires  and  luffs,  as  he  that  placetli  , 
his  foie  and  foueraigne  good  therein,feeking  for  no  other 
contentation  than  in  that  thing,  which  bringeih  to  him 
and  to  his  fenfes  delight  and  pleafure.  For  this  caufe 
riflot/e  diftinguilheth  betweene  intemperance  and  incon-  i 

tinencie  ( albeit  many  take  them  indifferent^  one  for  an 
continent  and  other)raying,that  an  incontinent  man  choofeth  not,  nei- 
a.untcmperate  coiifulteth  whcn  hc  offendetli,  as  one  that  knoweth 
full  well  that  theeuill  he  committeth  is  euill,  and  had  re- 
folued  with  himfelfe  not  to  follow  it, but  being  ouercome 
with  perturbations, yceldeth  thereunto.  Whereas  the  in- 
temperate man  committeth  euill  of  eledion  and  fetled 
* piirpofe 
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purpofe  to  follow  it,accounting  it  a good  thing,  & to  be 
defired.  And  this  commeth  through  a long  cuftoni  & ha- 
bit of  vice,which  is  the  caiifc  that  he  neiier  repcntcth  him 
of  the  fad:,  but  taketh  pleafurc  therein  : whereas  on  the 
contrarie  fide  the  repentance  of  an  incontinent  man  foU 
loweth  hardat  the  heeles  of  his  finne  and  tranfgreffion^ 

In  this  maner  thenproceedeth  intemperance,  vntill  men 
arewholieaddided  and  giuenouer  to  vice.  This  is  the 
caufe  why  the  fenfuall  and  vnreafonable  part  of  the  foule 
contendeth  no  more  with  reafon,  which  then  is  as  it  were 
ftarke  dead,  and  fuffereth  it  felfe  to  be caried  to  vgly  and 
vnnaturall  vices,  and  to  all  fleihly  delires : bicaufe  the  di- 
uine  part  of  the  foule  is  weakened  infuchfort,  thatlbe 
hath  no  more  ftrength,nor  feeling  of  hir  eifence, which  is 
an  enimie  to  vice.  And  thus  accudoming  hir  felfe  to  fol- 
low nothing  but  the  will  of  the  bodie,  (he  forfaketh  God 
altogither,who  feeing  himfelfe  forfaken,leaueth  hir  to  hir 
concupifcenccs,from  whence  is  ingendred  this  exceeding 
luxurioufnes  euen  againft  nature,this  mortall,vencmous, 
and  bloodiecnuie,  this  furious  and  barbarous  crueltie, 
this  infatiable  couetoufnes,  this  bloud-thirftie  ambition, 
and  other  incurable  difeafes  of  the  foule, too  wel  knoweii 
amongft  vs,  whereof  the  feqiiele  of  ourdifeourfes  willaf- 
foord  a more  ample  knowledge  vnto  .Thus  we  fee  that  in- 
temperance ( as  Cicero  faith  ) is  the  mother  of  all  the  per- 
turbations in  the  foule,  andcaufeth  man  (2ls Socrates  faid) 
to  differ  nothing  from  a bead : bicaufe  he  neuer  thinketh 
vpon  that  which  is  bed,  but  oncly  feeketh  how  to  fatisfie 
and  content  the  vnbridled  defires  of  pleafure  and  lud,ha- 
uingnomorevfeof  reafon  than  beads  haue.  Intempe- 
rance(faith  Eufehiy^s jeorrupteth  the  foule,  and  dedroieth 
the  bodie,  bicaufeit  condrainetha  man,^  for  loue  of  plea*- 
fure,and  defire  to  fatisfie  it,to  do  that  whickhe  knoweth 
well  is  difhoned  and  vile.  And  as  the  winds  torment  and  AfitfimiUtudei 
toffethatfhip,  which  they  haue  feazed  vpon  now  heere 
now  there,  and  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  guided  by  hir  mai- 
der:  fo  intemperance  moouingandcompelling  the  foule 
to  difobey  reafon,  fuffereth  hir  not  toenioytranqiiillitie 
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and  reft,  which  is  an  aflured  hauen  of  harbour  from  all 
winds. Intemperance(faith  AriTiotle)is  a vice  that  procee-  . 
deth  from  the  coueting  part  of  man,  whereby  we  defire 
to  enioy  vnlawfull  pleafures.  It  is  hir  propertie  to  choofe 
the  fruition  of  hurtfull  and  vile  pleafures,  fuppofing  none 
to  line  happily>  butfuchas  paffe  away  their  life  in  them. 

This  vice  is  vnfeparably  accompanied  with  the  troubling 
of  all  Order  ,with  impiidencie,vnreemlines,luxurioufnes, 
ftoth,  negligence,  and  difiblutenes.  In  a word,  intempe- 
rance remooueth  and  troubleth  all  tranquillitie  of  the 
mind,  and  leadeth  men  to  all  kind  of  wickednes,  the  end 
of  one  vice  being  the  beginning  of  another : which  Socr^z- 
called  the  puniftiment  of  finite,  that  doth  not  cleanfe 
but  kill  the  malefactor.  There  is  no  kind  of  dilfolutenes 
w'herein  the  intemperate  man  plungeth  not  himfelfe,  no  f 
wickednes  or  crueltie,  w'hich  he  executeth  not  for  the  fa- 
tisfying  of  his  vneleane  defires  and  vnfatiable  lufts,  no 
fcareor  imminent  danger , which  can  draw  him  backe. 
And  further,he  laboreth  oftentimes  to  procure, that  glo- 
rie  and  honor  Ihould  be  giuen  to  his  moft  curfed  and  exe- 
crable mifdemeanors,  imagining  and  fanfying  with  him- 
felfe dreames  anfwerableand  agreeable  to  that  he  moft 
defireth.  Wherein  he  refembleth  mad  men, who  haue al- 
waics  before  their  eies  thofe  Ideas  and  fliapes,  which 
worke  the  apprehenfion  of  their  furie , - and  hold  them  in 
thevifionand  inwa^rd  viewof  that  which  moft  troubleth 
their  difeafed  braine.  But  to  make  this  vice  of  intempe- 
rance more  odious  vnto  vs,  and  to  moue  vs  rnore  eai  neft- 
ly  to  flie  thofe  caufes  that  nourifii  it,  labouring  to  cut  off 
all  thofe  branches  and  hurfull  fruits,  which  it  bringeth 
with  it,as  fuperfluitie,gluttony, ambition, pride, and  other 
cxceffes  in  all  kind  of  delight,wherof  we  will  intreat  more 
particularly  heerafter,let  vs  call  to  mind  examples  offuch 
pernitious  effeCls,  as  it  hath  brought  foorth  in  them  that 
voluntarily  fubmitted  themfelues  vnder  hir  tyrannous 
gouernment.  Although  we  fliould  fearch  throughout  all 
ancient  hiftories,yet  hardly  could  we  allcdge  a moreeui- 
. dent  teftimonie,than  the  life  of  H#//>^^^^/^-‘bicaufe  there 
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is  no  kind  of  curfed  mifchiefe,  of  deteftablc  lufl,  of  iniu- 
ftice,&of  criieltie  wherwith  he  was  not  defiled.  Yea, he  fel 
into  fuch  a furious  frenfie  of  vice,  that  feeking  to  become 
a woman,  and  to  be  maried  to  one  ofhis  minions , thin- 
king in  that  fexe  better  to  fatiffie  his  beaftlines,  he  appa- 
relled himfelf after  fuch  a faQiion,that  he  was  neither  man 
nor  woman.  And  knowing  it  impofiible  for  him  by  reaibn 
ofhis  impietie  and  corrupt  life,  to  efcape  a miferable  end 
and  violent  death  (which  ought  rather  to  haue  been  vnto 
him  an  occafio  of  amendment)  he  was  fo  bewitched  with 
intemperance, that  he  prepared  poifons  ready  at  hand  to 
poyfon  himfelf  withall,if  heperceiued  himfelfe  prefled  of 
hisenimies.  And  to  make  his  death  luxurious  according 
to  his  defire,  he  kept  his  poifons  in  veflels  made  of  preci- 
ous ftones.  He  prouided  alfo  filken  halters  to  hang  him- 
felf withall,if  he  faw  that  more  expedient  for  him,  than  to 
be  poifoned  : or  if  he  (hould  thinke  it  better  to  murder 
himfelfe,  he  kept  for  that  purpofc  kniucs  made  of  preci- 
ous mettals.  Likewife  he  caufed  a high  tower  all  gilded  to 
be  built,  & all  to  chufe  his  death  as  fitteft  occafion  flbould 
be  offred.  In  the  meane  while  he  gaue  not  ouer  that  exe- 
crable kind  oflife,  which  through  Gods  iuft  iudgement 
he  ended,  being  depriued  of  all  thofe  means  wherwith  he 
defired  to  feme  his  owne  turne  in  hi  s death  . For  he  was 
ftrangled  by  the  fouldiers  ofhis  gard,  who  trailed  him  in 
that  maner  through  all  places  of  the  citie  of  Rome.  Nero,  2^ 
one  ofhispredeceflbrs.waslittle  better  than  he  . For  he  ' ^ 

flew  a Romane  Conful  called  Anktts,  that  he  might  haue 
the  free  vfe  ofhis  wife : and  pleafed  himfelfe  fo  much  in 
his  cruelticjthat  he  was  the  murderer  ofhis  own  mother, ' 
brothcr,fifl:er,&  of  two  wires  which  he  had,  named  O^la^ 
uia  and  Poppea,  Likewife  he  put  to  ckath  his  fchoolemafter 
Seneca,  and  many  other  good  men . But  his  end  difiem- 
bled  not  his  life.  For  bey  ng  hated  of  all  and  fought  for  to 
be  flay  ne, he  killed  himfelfe.  Commoduean  other  emperor, 
not  finding  wherwith  to  fatiffie  his  intemperance  in  three 
hundred  concubines,&  three  hundred  buggerers,  which 
he  kept  in  his  palace,  committed  inceft  with  his  owne  fi- 
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fters.  C4W4alfo  did  the  like,  butthe  one  of  them  was 
flain  by  his  wife,&  the  other  by  his  concu^ne.  ^ 

Romain  emperor, was  fo  much  giuen  to  luft>that  he  brag- 
ged how  in  fifteene  dayes  he  had  gotten  widi  child  a hun- 
dred virgins  of  Sarinatia,which  he  had  taken  pnfoners  m 
thewarre.C&//>w««thefirft,kingGfpance  to  the  end 

he  might  the  better  enioy  a whore  piled  who 

afterwards  he  maried,compelled  his  firft  wife 
deuora,  to  become  a religious  woman , aiid  put  to  death  ^ 
two  children  which  he  had  by  her  through  the  counfaile  , 
of  his  fayd  concubine.  Then  hauing  in  his  fecond  manage 
taken  to  wife  qalfonda  daughter  to  the  king  of  Spaine,  he 

caufedhertobe  aranglcd,  and  maned 
percciuing  afterward  that  he  noted  m himfelfe  this  Loofer : 
neffeoflife,  and  offenfiue  kind  of  gouernment  caufed. 
him  to  be  flain.  A iuu  puniftiment  futfred  by  God  fOT  Ins 
intemperance.  monarch  of  the  Periians,was  fo  in- 

temperate and  giuen  to  luft,that  he  propounded  rewards 
for  thofe  that  could  inuent  fome  new  kind  ot  pleafure. 
And  therfore  comming  into  Grscia  with  an  infinit  num- 
ber of  men  to  fubdue  it,he  was  ouercome  and  repulfed  by 
a fmall  number,  as  being  an  effeminate  and  faintharted 
man . emurm  a learned  philofopher  was  fo  intemperate,  - 
Sat  he  placed  the  foueraigneGood  and  Fehcme  m pka-p 
fure . Sardanapalfu  monarch  of  Baby  ion,  the  firft  of  t . 
foure  Empires,was  fo  addiaed  to  luft  and  intemperance,|, 
that  he  ftirred  not  all  day  long  from  the  | 

men  being  apparelled  as  they  were,  and  fpinning  pur- 1 
pie.  Whereby  he  became  fo  odious, that  two  of  his  lieute- 
nants iudging  him  vnworthy  to  command  OTcr  Afia,  ^a| 
SS  mln/good  men  as  were  vnder  h.s  Empire  ra.kd] 
his  fubieds  againfthim , and  ouercame  him  in  batKl . 
Wherupon  difpairing  of  his  fafetie,he  caufed  a gi  eat 
bernacleofwood  wbefetvp  in  a fure  place  within  tl^H 
cloifter  of  his  palacc,and  compaffed  it  round 
great  ftore  of  dry  wood.  Then  he  caufed  his  wife  and  his 

foncubines  whom  he  louedbeft  to  enter  into  it,  and  all 

the  wealth  he  had  to  be  brought  thither.  This  done, fluit- 
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ting  himfelfe  within  it,  his  Eunuches  and  fcruants  accor- 
dingto  the  orhe  which  he  had  taken  of  them,  put  fire  to 
the  faid  frame,  and  fo  this  miferable  king  of  the  Chalde- 
ans and  AfTyrians,  withallthat  was  with  him,  wasfud- 
denly  confumed  with  fire , and  ended  his  monarchic,' 
which  his  vi<5lorious  lieutenants  diuided  betwixt  them, 
the  one  taking  himfelffor  king  ofBabylon,  the  other  of 
Medea.  Antonias^  one  of Csefars  fuccefTors  in  the  Empire,  Anm'mu 
procured  his  own  mine  through  intemperance  & loofe- 
nes,and  flirred  vp  againft  himfelfe,  the  enuie and  murmu- 
ring ofthe  Romans  for  his  retchlefneffe  of  feats  of  Arms 
in  that  warre  oner  which  he  was  generall  againft  the  Par- 
thians.For  to  the  end  he  might  quickly  return  to  his  con- 
cubine C/eofatra  C^ueene  of  Egypt,he  hazarded  all  in  fuch 
fort, that  without  doing  any  thing  worthy  his  firft  reputa- 
tion,he  loft  more  than  twen tie  thoufandof  hisown  men. 
Afterward  his  companion  in  the  Empire,  beyng 

armed  againft  him,  that  he  might  reuenge  the  iniurie 
which  he  had  done  him  in  forfaking  his  lifter  whom  he 
had  wedded,  to  line  in  his  vncleannes,  gauehim  battell : 
wherein  feeing  his  friend  C/eopatradk,  who  had 

born  him  company  in  that  warre,  folowed  her  with  three 
skore  of  his  o wne  gallies,albeit  the  hght  was  yet  equal,& 
the  vidorie  doubtful . Thus  he  betraied  thofe  that  fought 
for  him,  to  follow  her,  who  already  had  begun  his  deftru- 
dion,to  the  end  flie  might  accomplifli  the  fame, as  in  deed 
it  fel  out  after.  For  being  befieged  within  Alexandria  by 
the  [aid  and  without  hope  offafetie,  he  thruft 

himfelf  through  the  body  with  hisfword,wherofhedied: 
and  Cleopatra  alfo  procured  her  own  death  by  the  biting 
of  the  ferpent  Afpis.  "Bolejlans  the  fecond  king  of  Polonia,  2. 
being  giuen  to  all  vncleannes  and  filthines,made  no  dout 
to  take  women  by  violence  from  their  husbands.  Where- 
upon the  bilhop  of  Cracouia  often  admoniflied  him  ther- 
of, and  when,  by  reafon  of  his  obftinate  perfeuerance,  he 
proceeded  againft  him  euen  with  excommunication,  he 
was  caried  headlong  with  fuch  fury, that  he  killed  this  ho- 
ly man.  After  that,  his  fubieds  comming  againft  him,  he 
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was  conftrained  to  flie  into  Hungari€,where  falling  mad 
he  Hew  himfelf.The  emperor  JdriMt  toohe  fuch  glory  and 
nriae  in  al  execrable  vices,  that  he  commanded  a jeinplc 


he  Hew  himfelf.The  emperor  b-“-;  -~ 

oride  in  al  execrable  vices,  that  he  commanded  aTeraplc 
with  a fumptuous  tombe  to  be  made  for  ^ naugbtje  man 

named^«L«/.  whohehadmiferably abufedinhislife.  , 

, lnourtimey.fe^«««'«C4/4ArchbifliopofBeneuento,and  I 

fir"'  LeSn  Venice,  wroteabooke  inpraifeofthe  abomi-  , 

^ * nable  vice  of  Sodomitrie . Sigt[mmdtu  Malatesta,  lord  of  a 

of  Romaienola  a prouince  ofitaly,  ftnued  to  h^e 

Lrnal  knowledge ofhisfonneT?^^^)'/,  who thrufting  his 

Sado  into  hi!  fathers  bofom,reuenged  that  great  wic- 
Ldnes.  By  thefe  examples  and  infinit  others  whereof  hi- 
ftories  are  fulKit  appeereth  fufficiently,that  man  burning 
SS  mp  rance,^careth  not  at  what  price,  with  what 
Sme  hurt  or  hinderance,  he  may  come  to  the  execu- 
tion and  pradife  of  all  fuch  pleafure&  delight,  as  he  pro-  ^ 

poSndeth  to  himfelfe.  As  if  he  purpofe  to  haue  his_  fame  , 

Cedar  wood,  and  the  doores  and  garnilhing  of  the  wals, 
of  Cypres.This  wretched  caitife 

to  that  fumptuous  building  for  no  other  caufe,  than  to 
leaue  his  fame  and  renowne  behind  him  in  the  world  :but 
rommandement  was  giuen  that  none  fhould  fet  down  his 
name  in  writing.Neuertheleffehe  is  named 

and  StX:  fromwhence  came  that  prouerb,  Th^ 
is  the  renowne  oiEroHmiu,  vfed  when  any  rnan  feckcA 
to  be  famous  by  a wicked  ad,  which 
all  intemperate  men . As  touching  the  defed  Tempe  , 
ranee  wherof  mention  was  made  m the  beginning,  of  ou 
nrSdifeourfe,  and  which  hath  no  proper  name,  but] 

- vnproperly  is  called  by  feme  StupiditieorfencelefneSjiti?> 

o,s»tuht,c.  ^ ^ ongft  men,  who  by  nature  are 

pSfur?,andcaried'’awaywithallkindsofdefires&lute.| 


and  Stupiditie. 

For  where  (lul  we  find  any  fo  dul  & bIockifli,that  hath  no 
feeling  ofpleafure,and  that  is  not  mooned  with  glory  and 
honor  ? Such  a man  may  be  truly  taken  and  accounted  as 
one  void  of  fence  and  feeling, & like  to  a blocke.  Neither 
doth  it  belong  to  temperace  to  be  depriued  of  all  defires 
but  to  mailer  them.  For  that  man(as  Cicero  faith)that  ne- 
uerhad  experience  ofpleafures  and  delights,neither  hath 
any  feeling  of  them,ought  not  to  be  called  temperate,  as 
he  that  hath  done  nothing  which  may  teftifie  his  conti- 
nencie  and  modellie . Thus  ye  fee  we  hauc  no  matter  of- 
fred  wherabout  to  bellow  time  in  reproouing  this  vice  of 
deleft, fro  which  men  are  too  carefull  to  keep  themfelues. 
But  to  come  to  the  conclufio  of  our  difcourfe,we  fay  with 
AriUotle,t\\^t  concupifcences  and  defires  change  the  bo- 
die,Md  make  the  foule  outragious : that  fo  many  as  are 
infefted  with  fuch  a pernicious  and  damnable  vice  as  in- 
temperance is,are  nome,but  monllersin  nature,  leading 
alife  altogether  like  to  that  of  brute  beafts,  which  being 
dellitute  of  all  rcalbn,  know  nothing  better  or  more  ho- 

nell  than  pleafure : &hauing  no  knowledge oftheiullice 
of  God,  neither  reuercncing  the  beautieofvertue,b'cflow 
al  the  courage,craft  & force  that  nature  hath  giuen  them, 
to  fatiffie  and  to  accomplilh  their  defires.  So  that  if  death 
brought  with  it  an  end  of  all  fence  and  feeling,  and  an  vt- 
tcr  abohOnng  of  the  foule,as  well  to  men  as  to  bealls  in- 

temperatefolkslhouldleemetogainemuch  byenioying 
their  dcfires  and  lulls  during  their  life  time,  and  to  haul 
good  caufe  to  waxe  old,and  euen  to  meltin  their  foule  & 
filthie  plcafures.  But  feeing  w'e  know  (fortruely  he  that 
doubtethhereof,is  very  ignorant  & moll  miferablelthat 
fence  and  feeling  remaine  after  death,  and  that  the  foule 
dieth  not  with  the  body , but  thatpunifliment,  yea  euer- 
lalhng  payne  is  prepared  for  the  wicked,  let  vs  be  careful 
to  do  the  will  of  our  father  which  is  in  heauen,  whilell  wc 
haue  time, that  in  the  triumphingday  of  his  eternal  fonne 
wemaynothearetoourconfufion,  that  fentence  of  his 
mouth  Depart  from  me  ye  workers  of  iniquitie. At  which 
time,theiullllialllhineasthefunne  in  the  kingdome  of 

O ii;  God, 


jpg  OfSobrietie 

God  andthewicked(hallbecaftheadlongintoeuerla. 

fling  fire,where  (hall  be,  weeping  and  gnalhing  of  teeth . 

Of  Sohrietie  and  Vrugalitie*  Chap,  i p . 

Socrates vfed to difpute  earneflly  and grauc- 
ly  of  the  manner  of  lining , as  of  a thing  or 
great  importance  . For  he  faid , that  conti- 
nencie  in  meate  and  drinke,  w as  as  it  were  the  foundati- 

' on  and  beginning  of  skill.  Andtruely  themindeismuch 

more  prompt  to  comprehend  all  goodreafon , when  the 
operaLnsof  the  braine  are  not  hindered  by  vapours 
which  the  foperfluitieof  meates  fend  vp  thither  I am  of 
opinion  thereforc,that  we  handle  this  vertue  o/fobriety 
which  dependeth  of  temperance;  and  is  contained  vnder  1 

to  Hue  temperately : and  (as  faith)  there  is  great 

difference  betweene  lining  well,  and  lining  fumptuoun)  . 
Por  the  one  commeth  of  temperance , frugahtie  , difci- 
pline,honeftie,  and  moderation  of  the  foule , contented  | 

■ wh  her  owne  riches  : and  the  other  of  intemperance,  . 
lull:,  and  contempt  of  all  order  and  mediocritie.  In  the 
end,  the  one  is  followed  with  Hiame , and  the  other  with  1 

true’andlaftingpraife.  /r  • u \ 

A s E R.  We  can  not  well  vfe  our  fpirite  (faith  Cicero) 
when  we  are  ftuffed  with  meate.  Neither  mull  we  gratihe 

the  belly  and  intrailesonly,butalfo  the  honeftioyot  the 

mind  .For  that  which  is  contained  in  the  other  parts  pe-  1 
riftieth  : but  the  foule  feparated  from  the  body , abideth 
for  euer.Let  vs  then  harken  to  A m a n a , of  whome  we 
may  vnderftand  howe  necelfary  fobrietie  isfora  happie 
' life 


ours. 


and  Frugalities  i p p 

theriot/uperflukie,  andcuriofitieofdiet,  whichatthis 
day  are  feene  amongft  vs.Thc  life  of  our  firft  Fathers,was 
it  not  maintained  a long  time  with  fruits , milke , honie, 
and  water?  Who  euer  came  necre  their  long  and  happie 
dales, fince  thofe  times  ? What  preparation  of  exquilite 
vidualsdidthofefix  hundred  thoufand  Ifraelites  thinke 
to  find,that  came  out  of  Egypt  to  go  into  a new  land, wal- 
king fortie  yeeres  through  the  wildernes , drinking  no- 
thing but  water,  and  many  times  wanting  that  ? After 
thofe  firft  agesjthe  Grecians  and  Romanes  loued  fobri-  ^ 

etie,more  than  all  other  nations.  And  as  the  Hebrewes  v-  ^ 

fed  to  eate  but  once  a daye,  which  was  at  dinner , fo  the 
G recians  onely  fupped . For  this  caufe  we  read  that  Pkto, 
being  demanded  whether  he  had  feene  any  new  or  ftrang  -2— 

thing  in  Sicilia, anfwered,  that  he  had  foundamonfter  of 
nature,which  did  eate  twice  a day.  This  he  fpake  of  Dio-  Dionvnus* 
tiyfim  the  tyrant,  who  firft  brought  vp  that  cuftome  in  his 
countrey , In  the  time  of  /»///»  Cxfar  the  Germaines , a 
ftrong  and  warlike  people,  lined  onely  of  milke,  cheefe 
and  fle(h,  not  knowing  what  wheate  and  wine  were,  nor 
yet  what  it  was  to  labour  the  ground,or  to  fowe.Yea  how 
many  millions  of  men  are  there  at  this  day  in  the  Weft  re- 
gion sand  Hands,  who  know  not  what  all  this  fuperfluitic 
and  daintines  of  fare  meaneth,and  yet  Hue  long  and  heal- 
thie  in  all  frugalitie,the  grcateft  part  of  them  vpon  herbs 
and  rootes,  whereof  they  make  cakes  in  fteede  of  wheate, 
and  others  of  raw  flefh  ? Whereby  it  is  eafie  to  iudge,that 
fobrietieisthe  preferuation  and  maintenance  of  health, 
andofnaturallftrength  and  vigor,  andfoconfequently 
ofthelifeof  man.  dut  when  we looke higher,  andu'ith  theJobricrieof 
theeiesof  our  mindmarke  the  excellent  glorieandim-“otraprionof 
mortallpraire,deferued  by  ^ommy  Camilli,Scifiones,Fiibri-  oursjcompared 
tij.Metellifiatones,  and  by  a thoufand  other  famous  fami- 
lies,  which  executed  fo  many  woorthy  ads  by  their  owne 
vertue,^ndyet  in  the  ineane  vrhile  kept  fuch  a fimple  and 
fober  diet,  that  the  moftof  them  were  contented  with 
bread,herbs,and  water,endured  and  tolerated  cheereful- 
ly  all  iniuries  of  weather, went  but  homely  araied,  and  al- 
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toeither  contemned  gold  and  fil  uer : out  of  queftion  we 
will  iudge  thofe  men  very  blind,  and  farre  from  the  white 
offuch  glorie  and  honour,  who  imbrace  nothing  but  dil^ 

folutenes,ruperfluitie,luft,dronkennes,pride,and  all  luch 

like  imperfeaions,  that  bcare  fway  amongft  ys , who  be- 
hold  Vice  mounted  fo  high , that  men  muft  in  a manner 
blulh  as  much  to  fpeake  of  Vertue,  or  to  be  vertuous 
in  a thoufand  companies, as  in  that  happy  time  of  the  An- 
cients,they  were  aihamed  of  vice,  or  to  be  vitious . 
truly  I thinke  that  thcfe  men  being  paft  fliame , care  but 
little  for  the  glorie  that  hath  beene  in  many  ages , feeing 
they  Hue  for  the  body  onely,after  a brutiih  impietie, with- 
out all  regard  of  thefoule,or  ofthefecond  life.  What  fay 
I for  the  body  ? Nay  rather  they  are  the  deftroiers  there- 
sobrictic  pre-  {^eing  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  fobrietie  is  a great 

fcruethhcaiA.  ^elpe  to  preferue  health  and  bodily  ftrength, 

and  to  expell  difeafes,  and  is  to  be  vfed  as  a good  founda- 
tion to  attaine  to  a happy  old  age . The  experience  heere- 
of  is  well  knowne  to  euery  one,although  there  were  no  o- 
ther  proofe  but  this,that  we  fee  the  fimple  fort  of  people,;- 
that  labor  and  trauell  to  Hue  with  bread  and  water,  grow 
old  in  health,whereas  our  Princes  and  great  Lords  being 
delicately  brought  vp  in  idlenes,dieyoong  men,  tormen-? 
ted  with  infinite  difeafes,  efpecially  when  they  growa  Ht-f 
tie  in  yeeres.  Further,let  fuch  dilTolute  men  as  make  plea- 
fure  the  ende  of  their  defire,  know,  that  fobrietie  leadeth 
thofe  that  follow  her,  to  farre  greater  and  naore  perfed 
pleafures,  than  incontinencie  and  fuperfluitie  doe._For, 

There  is  mort  excefliue  fcllowes  ncuet  cxpeft  hunger,  or  thirit.  Of 

anyother  pleafureof  the  bodye,  but  through  intempe- 

brietie,thanin  j-^^ce  preucut  them, and  fo  enioy  fcarce  halfthe  plealure. 

uper  mae.  fobcr  and  temperate  men,  forbearing  the  fruition  of 

their  defire  along  time , haue  a farre  more  perfed  tafteof 


them,  bicaufe(as  faith)  the  pleafure  of  life  confl- 
fteth  rather  in  the  defire, than  in  thefatietie  thereof.  And  - 
if  mediocrity  be  not  obferued,thofe  things  that  are  molt  |||Yj 

acceptable  and  pleafant, become  moft  vnpleafant.  Do  we 


not  alfo  fee,that  when  the  body  is  not  ouercharged  with  i 

meatc 
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meatcandwincjitis  better  cliipofed,and  more  temperate 
foreuery  good  aftion  ? And  as  for  the  fpirite , for  which 
we  ought  chiefly  to  Hue , it  is  more  ready  and  nimble  to 
comprehend  and  conceiue  what  right,  reafon , and  true 
honeftieare.For  (as  AriflotU  faith)  fobrietiecaufeth  men 
to  iudge  better  and  according  to  truth,  of  all  things,  and 
in  that  refpea  is  very  neceflary  for  the  attaining  of  Philo- 
fophye.  Likewifefobrietieretaineth  thatinawifemans 
thought,  which  a foole  without  diferetion  hath  in  his 
mouth . And  therefore  (faith  Cxres ) we  muft  ftriue  by  all 
meanes  to  reftraine  our  belly,  bicaufe  that  only  is  alwaies 
vnthankfull  for  thepleafuresdonevntoit,crauingconti-  bcaft. 
nually,and  oftener  than  it  needeth : fo  that  whofoeucr  is 
not  able  to  command  ouer  it,wil  daily  heape  vp  mifehiefe 
vpon  mifehiefe  to  himfclfe . But  frugalitie  and  fobrietie 
are  the  miflreffes  of  good  coun(ell,and  the  badges  of  cha- 
(litie.  Forthiscaufe  7V/«<jL»<//«fcommendeth  more  the 
barrennes  and  fterilitie  ofa  countrey , than  fertilitie  and 
fruitfulnes,  faying  that  men  borne  in  a fat  & fertile  foile, 
are  commonly  do-littles,and  cowards : but  contrariwife^ 
the  barrennes  of  a councrey,  maketh  men  fober  of  necel^ 
fitie,and  confequently  carefull,  vigilant,  and  giuen  to  la- 
bor: as  the  Athenians  were,  being  fituated  in  averyvn- 
fruitfull  place.  We  make  great  account  (faith 
of  frugalitie,not  bicaufe  we  efteeme  the  creatures  them- 
felues  vile,and  ofimall  value,  but  that  by  meanes  thereof 
we  may  encreafe  the  greatnes  of  our  courage . And  if  the 
greatefl  & chiefeft  benefit  that  could  come  to  man,  were 
(laid  Solon)  to  haue  no  need  of  nouri(hment,itis  very  ma- 
nifeft,that  the  next  to  that  is  to  haue  neede  but  of  a little. 

But  amongft  fo  many  good  reafonsof  fuch  excellent  mi, 
the  counfell  of  EpiEletHs  is  wel  w oorth  the  marking,where 
he  faith : then  when  we  would  eate,w'e  muft  confidW  that 
we  hauejtwo  guefts  to  entertain,  the  body  and  the  foule  cerning  eating, 
and  that  whatfoeuer  (hall  be  put  into  the  body,dcparteth 
away  quickly , but  what  good  thing  foeuerentreth  into~ 
theroule,abideth  for  eiier.  To  this  effed:  TimotheHs  a Gre- 
cian captaine,  hauing  fupped  with  Pkto  in  the  Academic 
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at  a fober  and  fimple  repaft  (for  the  greateft  feftiual  dain- 
ties were  oliues,cheefe,applesjcolew^oorts,bread  & wine) 

faid  that  they  which  fup  with  P/ata.fede  the  benefit  ther- 
of  the  next  day, yea  a long  time  after . 
mettogitherat  bankets  void  of  exceffe . not  to  fill  their 
bellies, but  to  prepare  and  dreffe  their  minds, & to  learne 
one  of  another  by  their  goodly  difeourfes  of  Philofo^e, 
whereof  a vertuous  foule  hath  better  tafte,  than  the  body 
ofa  well  relifhed  and  delicate  meale.  Such  were  the  feafts 
of  , and  of  other  Sages  of 

Grecia,where  the  difeuffing  of  good  and  learned  matters 
there  handled,  brought  through  the  remembrpee  of 
them  great  pleafure,  and  no  leffe  liked  commoditie , and 
that  oFlong  continuance  to  fuch  as  were  prefent  at  theirt. 
Andas  forthe  pjeafures  of  drinking  andeating,theyiud- 
<Ted  the  very  remembrance  thereof  to  be  vnwoorthie  and 
vnbefeeming  men  of  honor , bicaufe  it  was  to  paffe  away 
as  the  fmell  of  a perfume.  Neither  would  they  fuffer  that 
men  (hould  bringinto  their  affemblics  the  vanitie  of  foo- 
lifh  delights , as  of  the  found  of  inftruments , of  entcr- 
ludes.or  of  any  other  paftime , which  a wife  man  ought 
rather  to  efteeme  as  a hinderanceof  delight,  than  any 
pleafure  at  all . Forhauing  within  themfelues  fufhcient 
matter  of  recreation  and  reioicing,through  their  learned 
difeourfes , it  were  meere  follie  to  beg  ftrange  and  friuo- 
lous  delights  from  without  them.  And  P/^r^r^faith,  that 
the  brutiih  part  of  the  foule , depending  of  the  § 
beaft,andvncapeableof  reafon,  is  chat  which  is pleafed, 
brought  to  order, & fatiffied  by  fongs  and  founds  which 

are  fung  and  tuned  vnto  it:  euenaswith  thewhiftlingot 

lips  or  hands , or  with  the  found  of  a pipe , ftieepeheards 
caufe  their  flicepe  to  arife,or  lie  downe,  bicaufc  they  vn- 
derftand  notan  articulate  or  diftin6t  fpeech,  that  hath 
fome  pith  in  it.Therefore  I commend  Epir^pdesM  repre- 
bending  fuch  as  vfethe  harpe,folong  as  a feaft  lafteth : 
for  rquoth  he)  muficke  ought  rather  to  be  fent  for,  when 

men  are  angrie,ormourne,  than  when  they  arc  fealting 

or  making  merry,  thereby  to  make  them  giuc  more  Uber- 
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tietoall  pleafure,  than  before . I fuppofe  the  Egyptians  ThecuBcmeof  ^ 
did  becter^who  vfed  in  the  midft  of  their  bankets  to  bring 
in  the  Anatomic  of  a dead  bodie  dried,  that  the  horror 
thereof  might  containe  them  in  allmodeftie  * Fortl^is 
caufe  the  memorieof  the  Emperour  Henrie  the  third, 
greatly  recommendeth  itfelfe,  who  banilhedallpompe 
and  vanitie  from  his  wedding, and  draue  away  the  plaiers 
&iefters,caufingagreatnumberof  poorefolke  to  come 
in  their  place.^The  cuftom  which  the  Lacedemonians  ob- 
ferued,  when  they  lined  vnder  Lyewgus  lawes,is  alfo  wor- 
thie  to  be  remembred  : which  was,  that  no  torches  or 
lights  flioLild  be  brought  vnto  them,  when  they  departed 
from  feailes  at  night,  that  it  might  be  an  occafion  vnto 
them  to  feare  driinkcnnes,  and  fo  toauoid  this  fliame, 
that  they  onely  could  not  find  out  their  houfes . Now  in  — ’ 

thofehappie  times  vines  were  planted  and  dreffed,  that 
wine  might  be  drunke  rather  in  time  of  fickenes,  than  of 
health  : infomuch  thatit  was  not  fold  in  Tauernes,  but 
onely  in  Apothecaries  (liops . Thofe  ancient  Sages  com- 
monly meafured  their  drinking  by  that  faying  of  ttAna-  Themannerof 
charfis,t\\2Z  the  firft  draught  which  men  drunke,  ought  to  ‘linking  in  old 
beforthirft,  thefecond  fornourifliment : and  as  for  the 
third,  thatit  was  of  pleafure,  and  the  fourth  of  madnes. 

- Pythagoras  being  much  more  religious  in  this  matter,  and  ^ 

Uuingonely  of  herbs, fruite,and  water, faid  : that  the  vine 
brought  foorth  three  grapes,whereof  the  firft  quencheth 
thirft,the  fecond  troubleth,  and  the  third  altogither  dul- 
leth.He  neuer  dranke  wine,  no  more  did  that  great  Ora* 
tor  B emoflhenes, wox  many  other  famous  men , of  vi'home 
hiftories  make  mention.The  kings  of  Egypt  were  forbid- 
den wine,  which  they  neuer  dranke,  except  on  certairle 
daies,and  then  by  meafure.  And  truly  it  bringeth  with  it 
pernitious  effe<9:s,afweli  to  the  fouIe,as  to  the  bodie.  For 
from  it  proceedeth  the  chiefc  and  moft  common  caufe  of 
bodilie  direafes,and  of  the  infirmities  of  the  foule.  But  to 
continue  the  examples  of  loue,  which  the  Ancients  bare 
to  the  vertLie  offobrietie , this  was  it  that  caufed  Alexan-  robricticof 
der  the  Great  to  refufe  thofe  Cookes  and  Paifterers,v/hich  ^ 
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tyfda  Queene  of  Caria  fent  vnto  him,  & to  fend  her  word 
backe  a^ine,  that  he  had  better  than  they  were : name- 
ly,for  his  dinner,  early  rifing , and  walking  a good  while  - 
before  day  : and  for  his  fupper.a  little  dinner . Notwith- 
ftanding,  intheende  the  Perfian  delicacies  and  riches 
(which  alwaies  is  the  propertieof  fuch  goods)  caufed 
this  verruous  monarke  to  change  his  commendabk  cu- 
ftomeof  lining,  and  to  approoue  and  like  of  exceffe  in 
drinking:  to  which  vice,  that  he  might  giiie  greater  aii- 
thoritie,  he  propounded  fix  hundred  crownesfor  a re- 
ward to  him  that  dranke  moft,  and  called  a great  cup  af- 
ter his owne  name.  Which  cup,  when  heoffered  to  CaB- 
fihenes  one  of  hisfauorits,  herefufed , faying:  that  he 
would  not  for  drinking  in  Alexander y ftand  mneed  or£/- 
culapiits.  With  which  the  King  perceiuing  him  felte  tou- 
ched,was  fo  incenfed  againft  him , that  he  caufed  him  to 
be  put  in  a cage  with  dogs , where  he  poifoned  himlefte, 
being  impatient  of  his  captiuitie.  Wherein  we  may  note 
how  ridiculous  their  blockidines  is,  who  for  feare,  not  or 
fuch  an  entertainment  as  this  wife  man  rcceiued , but  ot 
being  taken  and  reputed  as  void  of  good  fellowinip,  and 
vnciuilljcaft  themfelues  into  the  danger  of  a fore  fickiies, 
rather  than  they  will  refufe  to  drink ecaroufe,  when  they 
are  inuited  thereunto  . Hereby  alfo  thofe  men  (hew  their 
want  of  iudgemcnt,and  of  conuenient  matter  to  talke  of, 
who  cannot  entertaine  their  friends  without  dronkennes 
and  gluttonie.  And  the  other,  if  they  knew  how  to  make 
denial  fitly,and  in  good  fort,belides  the  profit  which  they 
(liould  receiue  thereby , their  companie  would  be  more 
defired,  thanit  will  be  for  their  dronkennes  . Mo- 

narke of  thePerfians,  from  his  childhood  gaue  great  te- 
ftimonie,  that  he  would  one  daye  become  a very  fober 

man.  For  being  demanded  by his  grandrathe^ 

why  he  would  drinke  no  wine,he  an{w^ered,for  feare  lealt 
they  giue  me  poifon . For  (quoth  he)  I noted  yefterday 
when  you  celebrated  the  daye  of  your  natiuitie , that  it 
could  not  be,  but  that  fome  bodie  had  mingled  poifon  a- 
mongft  all  that  wine , which  ye  then  dranke : bicaufe  m 
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the  winding  vp  of  the  tabIe,nor  one  of  all  thofe  that  were 
prefent  at  the  feaft,  was  in  his  right  mind.  Afterward,this 
vertuous  Prince  alwaies  lined  very  frugally  : forproofe 
whereof  may  feme  his  anfwer  made  one  day  toc^rr^^- 
he  marched  in  warre , who  asked  of  him  what  he 
would  haue  brought  vnto  him  for  his  fupper : Bread, 

(quoth  he,)  for  I hope  we  (hall  finde  fome  fountaine  to 
furnifli  vs  with  drinke.  a noble  king  of  India,  lined  Ta-uf. 
with  water  and  bread  ondy.T^haotesa\Co  king  of  the  fame  Thaota, 
countrey,  did  the  like : and  the  greateft  feailes  which  he 
made,or  fuffered  his  Courtiers  to  make , was  onely  with, 
a kind  of  venifon.  Alfhonfm  king  of  Arragon,  and  Cicilia,y^^p^<^"y^- 
a very  fober  man , was  demanded  of  certaine  of  his  Prin- 
ces,why  he  dranke  no  wine : bicaufe  (quoth  he ) wifdome 
is  hindred  through  w'ine,  and  prudence  darkned : which 
two  things  onely  are  able  to  make  a king  w^or  thy  of  that 
name  hebeareth.  Ageplam  kingofLacedemonia,hauing  jgejiUm. 
beene  alwaies  brought  vp  in  the  difeipline  of  Lycurgm^ 
who  had  baniflied  all  riot  and  fuperfluitie  from  that  citie, 
by  the  vtter  defacing  and  abblilliingof  gold  and  filuer, 
became  very  woonderfull,by  reafon  of  his  (implicity  and 
plainnes,in  feeding  and  clothing  his  bodie,  and  in  beha- 
uing  himfelfe  as  themeaneft  of  his  fubieds  . He  vfed  to 
fay  (which  helikewifeputin  vre)that  he  which  comman- 
ded and  ruled  many, ought  to  furpaffe  them,  not  in  dain- 
ties and  delicacie,butin  fuftaining labor, and  in  nobilitic 
of  hart  .The  benefit  which  (as  hefaid)  he  reaped  thereby, 
waslibertic,  whereof  he  affured  himfelfe,  that  he  could 
neuer  be  depriued  by  any  alteration  and  change  of  for- 
tune. And  as  he  pafied  with  his  armie  bv  the  countrey  of 
the  Thafians,  they  fent  him  certaine  refreflfing  of  floure, 

& of  daintie  cates,  as  comfits,  and  other  daintie  deuices 
madeofpaaft:  buthewould  take  nothing  faue  onely  the 
floure.  And  being  vrged  of  others  to  receiue  all,he  (aid : 

Well,ifye  thinkeitgood,  diuide  the  reft  amongft  thel- 
lots,^ who  were  their  flaues ) for  it  agreeth  not  with  them 
that  make  profeflion  of  manlie  fortitude  and  prowes,to 
takefuchiuncates  . For  that  which  allureth  and  in  ticeth 

men 


1 o6 


Good  cheere 
Jceepethbare 
minds  in  fivb- 
icdion. 


M.Caio^ 


Of  Sobrietie 


tpAmmcndai, 


CSahritius, 


Scipio. 


men  of  a Hauiai  nature, ought  not  to  be  acceptable  tojhe 
that  are  of  a franke  & free  courage. But  is  there  any  thing 
now  a dales, I pray  you, that  fo  much  allureth  and  kecpeth 
bafe  minds  in  theferuice  of  great  men.as  the  daintines  of 
their  table?  And  furely  the  Ancients  did  not  vnfitly  apply 
the  name  of  Tyrant  to  a rich  man,  keeping  a furnpmous 
table,as  to  one  thatcompelleth  men  to  follow  & to  obey 
him.  Neuertheles,a  courageous  hart  fuftreth  not  it  lelt  to 
be  take  with  fuch  baits;  but  let  vs  continue  the  examp  es 
of  fobrietie.  ^ompe^  the  great,hauing  all  his  life.tyme  lo- 
ued  modeftie  and  frugalitie,gaue  yet  a more  certain  tefti- 
moniethereof,  when,  by  teafonofalmgring  difeafe,  he 
had  loft  his  appetite  to  meate.  HisPhyfition  appointing 
him  to  eate  of  a Blackbird,  he  was  giuen  to  vnderftand  by 
his  feruants,that  becaufe  they  were  out  of  feafoD,it  would 
be  a hard  matter  to  get  any, except  it  were  of  Lucullfu, who 
kept  fomc  all  the  yeere  long,  and  would  willingly  giue 
himfome.  What  (quoth  he  then)  liLuctilliu  were  not  a 
daintic  and  nice  glutton,  could  hue  ? No,  no, 

let  me  haue  fomthing  made  ready  that  may  eafihc  be  got- 
ten (JMArctu  Cato  after  he  had  ouercome  Spaine,  and  tri- 
umphed of  notable  vidories,  albeit  he  was  now  old  and 
■very  rich,  yet  he  would  adde  nothing  to  his  ancient  ma- 
ner  of  lining,  which  was  very  auftere,  butdranke  almoft 
nothing  but  water,  and  for  the  moft  part  did  eat  nothing 
but  bread  and  biefe,laboring  in  the  field  in  time  of  peace 
asmuchasthemeaneft  of  his  feruants.  SpamritmiM  t.h^ 
createft  captain  & philofopher  of  his  time,  liucdfothn  - 

tily  and  temperately,  that  being  inuited  by  a friend  ot  hi 
to  fupper,and  feeing  great  fuperfluitie  and  fumptuoufoes, 
he  returned  very  angry,  faying,  that  he  thought  he  ha 
been  requefted  to  facrifice,  and  to  hue  honeftly  together, 
and  not  to  receiue  iniurie  and  reproch  by  being  entertai- 
ned like  a glutton.  Caitu  Vahrttim  a notable  llomain  cap- 
t’aine,  was  found  by  the  Samnite  embaffadors  that  came 

vnto him  eating ofreddifii  rofted in  the  allies,  which  was, 

all  the  dilhes  he  had  to  his  fupper,and  that  in  a very  poore 
houfe.  Scifio  Acmilnu  kept  a very  honorable  table 
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friends  (for  in  his  time  riot  had  alrcdy  begun  to  enter  in- 
to  Rome)  but  going  afide  himfclf  he  \^ouid  eatc  nothing 
but  brcsLd.MajimJfa  king  of  the  N umidians,was  of  fo  great 
fobrietie,  that  euen  at  ninetie  yeeres  of  age  he  would  eate 
butonceaday,  and  then  vpon  homely  meates  without 
faiice.  MithridatesVin^o'tVonms^  being  very  old,  Mhhridates, 

fate  downe  at  the  table  to  eate,  and  liued  very  frugallie. 

Hamihd fed  vpon  no  other  meat, than  did  the  meaneft  of  HamlUl. 
his  fouldiers.  The  reafon  why  I ftay  longer  in  the  cxam^- 
ples  of  this  vertiie  of  fobrietie,  is  to  (hew  the  bealllines  of 
men  in  outage,  to  whom  it  feemeth  an  impoffible,  vayne 
and  contemptible  thing, to  line  in  fuch  fparingand  aufte- 
ritie  of  lile : faying,  that  there  were  none  but  certain  foo- 
li(h  Philofophers  (for  that  is  the  Epithite, which  the  igno-  ’ 
rant  fort  giue  to  vertuous  men)  & fome  fimple  Hermites, 
who  liued  after  that  maner.  Therefore  that  they  may  vn- 
feele  their  eyes,let  them  behold  here,  how  in  all  forts  and 
conditions  of  rnen,euen  in  the  greateft,the  vertue  of  tem- 
perance, frugalitie  and  fobrietie,  didappeereand  fliine. 

The  emperor  /^-fy^<2//«»waneday  in  eiicry  moneth  vfed  to 
eate  nothing.  Thepricds  of  Egypt,  the  fages  of  India  and 
Perlia,  and  lupiters  priefts  feruingfalfe  gods  did  neuer 
eate  any  flefli,  nor  drinke  wine  . Notable  examples  for 
thofe  that  haue  the  firft  places  in  the  Church,  who  ought 
to  be  asalampe  in  the  midft  thereof.  Neither  may  they 
take  example  by  Ethnikes  and  Pagans  oneiy,  but  al(b  by 
many  holy  men,  who  had  in  them  the  true  louc  and  feare 
of  God.  Darnel  2ind  his  companions  negleding  the  Kings  Daniel, 
table, liued  with  pulfe  and  water  oneiy.  'BaptiB  paf-  lohnBapuff 

fed  ouer  the  greateft  part  of  his  age  in  the  defert , eating  ^ 

nothing  but  Locuhs  and  wilde  hony.  S.  Hterome  maketh  ^ 

mention  of  one  Taul  an  Hermite,  who  liued  from  (ixteen  ^ 

yeeres  vnto  (ixtie,of  Dates  oneiy : and  from  hxtie  yeeres 
vnto  the  age  of  fixe  skore  and  fine  yeeres  (when  he  died) 
he  was  fed  with  a lirle  bread  brought  daily  vnto  him  by  a 
Cvow , Maxemiue  biiEop  of  Poy tiers,  lined  alwayes  with  Maxemim, 
Early  bread  and  water.  But  to  the  end  we  may  reape  pro- 
fit by  all  that  hath  been  here  fpoken,let  vs  learne  ofSocra- 
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^«,that  the  foule  which  hath  gotten  th^habiteof  frugali- 
tie,and  is  contented  with  her  eftate,paffeth  away  h^er  d^s 
in  this  world,  as  he  that  in  the  fpring  time  taketh  fmall  & 
eafie  iourniesin  a pleafant  and  fruitful  region,  with  great 
contentation  of  mind  and  litle  labour . And  let  that  nota- 
ble and  diuine  precept  of  EmpedecUt  found  often  in  our 
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Let  vs  adorne  and  deckc  our  life  with  this  good  and  rare 
vertue  of  fobrietic,which  wil  teach  vs  to  renounce  world- 
ly vanitic,  andto  content  our  felucs,  (next  vnto  God)  m 
vertue onely, and  in  heauenly  riches.  And  although  deli- 

eacieof  fare  be  fo  common  amongft  vs  Frenchmen,  and 

maintained  with  fuch  impudencie,that  we  permit  amoglt 
vs  aud  ftudie  kitchin  Commentaries,  as  much  as  any 
cood  Science,fo  that  it  may  feem  a very  difficult  matter  to 
takeitaway,  and  baniffi  it  from  amongft  vs,  yetisitnot 
altogether  impoffible,  as  many  thinke.  But  let  vs  follow 
thatancient  precept  of  Pythagoras,  Tochufe  the  bejtl^ndeof 
life,  and  no  doubt  but  cuftome  will  by  litle  and  litle  make 
it  eafie  & pleafant  vnto  vs.  And  if  we  be  defpifed  & rebu- 
ked of  others,  wcmayanfweras5tfo-<««did,  who  being 
reproouedbecaufe  he  had  made  no  greater  preparation 
of  meat  in  a feaft  wherunto  he  inuited  many  of  his  trieds, 
fayd.  If  they  be  vertuous,  there  is  enough,  and  « they  be 

oot,tbereistoomuch.  Soletvs  notfeeketopleafeand  to 
imitate  the  moft  part  of  men,  but  the  beft  and  fmalleft 

number  : neither  let  vs  looke  vnto  cuftome,  but  to  that 

which  is  decent  and  honeft.  But  if  we  perfeuer  m our  dil- 
folutenes  & fuperfluitie,  as  if  we  were  Chriftians  in  name 
and  fed  onely, but  Epicures  in  life,  we  are  to  fearc  that  in 
the  end  need  and  neceffitie  will  force  vs  to  for&ke  it.  And 
as  it  fell  out  to  king'Z)<«»«#,  who  after  he  had  liued  a long 

time  in  all  abundance  of  delights,  and  neuerknew  what 
hunger  orthirft  meant,  as  he  fled  from  the  battell  gotten 
by  Alexander  was  very  thirftie  : and  after  he  had  drunke. 
puddle  water  proceeding  from  a riuer  tainted  with  dead 

bodies,he  burft  foorth  into  this  fpeech , that  in  all  his  life 
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he  neucr  dranke  better  drinke : fo  likewife  after  we  haiic 
been  tamed  with  miferies  and  calamities,  we  muft  con- 
feffe^but  too  Iate,and  peraduenture(0  dangerous  down- 
fall) without  hope  of  recoucrie,  that  our  eftate  is  yet  bet- 
ter (albeit  moft  miferable)  than  our  offences  haue  defer- 
ued,  euen  then  when  G od  for  our  diffolutions  fliall  with- 
draw his  blefling  wholy  from  our  grounds  & pofrclTions. 

This  he  hath  already  begun  to  performe  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  bycaulingthe  ground  to  bring  foorthvnto  vs  thi- 
files  and  thornes,in  fteed  of  good  graine  and  fruite , and  ° 

by  continuing  amongft  vs  wars  and  hurly  burlies,  which 
are  accompanied  with  peftiferous  difeafes,that  he  may  o- 
uercharge  thofe  with  the  fcourges  of  his  iuft  vengeance, 
who  will  not  humble  themfelues  vnderthe  fweetnes  of 
his  word. 

OfSHperflHitte^SHfnptHoHpieSiGluttome^aHdwallow* 
mgin delights^  Chap,  20. 

A M A-  ^ Being  we  haue  fummarily  vnderftood  the  ex- 
N A.  ^ cellencie  and  profit  of  the  vertue  of  fobrietie, 

^ that  it  may  yet  better  appeere  by  the  contra- 
fie,and  that  we  may  be  fo  much  the  more  induced  to  de- 
fire  it  amongft  vs,  I thinke  we  (hall  do  well  to  intreat  of 
ruperfluitie,fumptuoufnes,and  gluttonie,whofe  fruits  are  Thechiefeft 
weltring  in  delights,  which  is  the  principallcaufeofde-  aion,oCom:“^ 
ftru(S:ion  (z.s^lato(2dx\i)  to  Kingdoms,  Monarchies,  and  mon-wcaithsis 
Common-wealths  , Therefore  I propound  thefe  vices  to 
you  my  companions  to  difeourfe  vpon. 

Aram.  Whatfoeuer  is  defired  more  than  that  which 
is  necelTarie  for  the  life  of  man,is  fuperfluitie,  which  cau- 
feth  fo  many  foolifli  and  exceftiue  expences  amongft  vs, 
that,  befidestheruineanddecaieof  many  good  houfes, 
the  deftrudion  of  the  bodie, and,  which  is  more  to  be  fea- 
^d, of  the  foule  alfo,  doth  for  the  moft  enfue  thereupon. 

Therefore  Srafmti^  faid  very  well, that  nothing  is  more  ab- 
led  and  hurtfull , than  to  liueas  a flaue  to  the  pleafure  of 

the  mouth  and  bellie.  • 

Pi 
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A c H I T o B.  Thofe  men  (faith Pkto)  that  are  addi- 
cied  to  the  fsruice  of  their  bellies  j and  care  nothing  for  | 
the  foode  of  their  minds, are  like  beafts,wh'o  neuer  enioy  ; , . 

true  pleafures.Which  thing  alfo  may  be  faid  of  them  that  ' .j 
like  fooles  depend  more  of  opinion  than  of  reafon . But  It 

belongeth  to  thee  A s e r to  handle  this  matter  here  ex- 
pounded,more  at  large. 

A s E R.  Good  things  (faid  Lycurgui)  are  contrarjf  and 

enemies  to  him  that  abufeth  the  gifts  of  nature:  asifava- 
liantmanQ-iOuld  louerathertobea  theefe.thanafouldi- 
cr : or  a beautifull  perfon  an  adulterer,  rather  than  a ma-  1* 
tied  man. So  is  it  with  the  goods  of  Fortune,  as  weterme 
them,  the  polfelfion  of  which  giueth  occafion  to  thofe  ^ 

that  are  vnwoorthieofthem,tocommitmany  follies.  A-  *• 
mongft  which  wemay  note fupereuitie fora veriepernirjl 

tiousvice,  hauingthis'propertiein  it  to  drawthewilsot 
men  fccretly,&  to  induce  thern  to  couet  delights.  Wher- 

untoaftertheyhaueonceaddi6fedthemfelues,they bufie  :j 

their  mindes  withnothingbuttomakeprouifionoffri- 

UGlous,exquirite, and  fumptuous  rhings,taking  final  care, 

yea  forgetting  eafily  thofe  things  that  are  profitable  and 

neceffarie , whereofafterwardsthey  perceiuethemfclues 
pieafurttheend  to  ftand  in  great  need . Now  the  end  of  all  fiiperfluities, 
ofruperfluitie.  men  plung  2,ftcr  diiiGrs  nitinncrSjis 

pleafure,which  chiefiy  and  for  the  moft  part  they  feeke  in  - 
fuch  a riotous  and  delicate  life,as  caufeth  the  bodie  with- 

out  labor  to  enioy  all  his  defires,  luftes,  and  delights  . or 
elfe  in  the  fruition  of  worldlie  glorie wherein  through 
vnprofitableand  fuperfluous  expences,  they  ftriue  to  ex- 
cell, oratleaftwife  to  match  thofe  that  are  greater  than 
themfelues  . Concerning  the  marke  whereat  they  aime,  ‘ 
there  is  nothing  more  hurtfull  to  man,  than  pleafure  and 
delight , which  (as  ^kto  faith)  ferueth  for  a baite  and  al- 
lurement to  draw  him  to  .commit  wickednes,as  hereafter 
we  may  difeourfe  in  more  ample  manner  thereof,  as  alfo 
of  that  luxuriouslife,  whole  defire  and  contentation  is  in 
whoredome . And  that  I may  begin  to  handle  the  other 
t wo  general  points, wherein  they  that  ate  giuen  to  ^P.^' 
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fluitie  and  coftlines/eeke  delight, namely  the  delicate  life 
and  curiofitie  of  expences  : let  vs  confider  of  the  fruites 
that  ilTue  and  proceed  from  them . Firft,  when  men  fuffcr 
themfclues  to  beouertaken  with  the  Epicures  dodrine,  o^the  delicate 
and  appeere  fo  carefull  to  ferue  their  bellie,  nourilEing  it 
in  excefTejdaintines,  gliittonie,  and  dronkennes,  is  it  not 
from  this  headfpring  from  whence  difeafesand  euill  dif. 
pofition^pfthebodieproceed?  Weareficke  (faith  PIh^ 
tarkj  of  thofe  things  wherewith  we  liue,neither  is  there  a- 
ny  proper  and  peculiar  feed  of  difeafes,  but  the  corrupti- 
on  of  thofe  things  within  vs,which  we  eate,and  the  faults 
and  errors  which  we  commit  againft  them.  Homer  going 
about  to  prooue,that  the  gods  die  notjgroundeth  his  ar- 
gument vpon  this , bicaufe  they  eatc  not : as  if  he  would 
teach  YS,tliat  drinking  and  eating  do  not  only  maintaine 
life, but  are  alfo  thecaiifeof  death . For  thereof  difeafes 
gather  togither  within  our  bodies, which  proceed  no  leifc 
of  being  too  full,  than  of  being  too  emptie.  And  often- 
times a man  hath  more  to  do  to  confume  and  digefl:  meat 
put  into  his  bodie,than  he  had  to  get  it.Phifitions  ( faith 
Seneca)  cry  out,  that  life  is  fliort,  and  art  long  : and  com- 
plaint  is  made  of  nature,  bicaufe  fhe  hathgraunted  to 
beafts  to  liue  hue  or  lix  ages,  & appointed  fo  fliort  a time 
oflifeformen,whoare  bornefor  many  great  things.  We 
haue  no  final  time,but  we  lofe  much  time,  and  lifeis  long 
enough,ifit  be  well  imploied  . But  when  it  palTeth  away 
through  excefle  and  negligence,  and  no  good  is  done 
therein, ill  theend  through  conftraint  of  extreame  necef- 
fi tie, although  we  perceiue  it  not  going , yet  we  feele  it  is 
gonc.Moreouer  a man  may  reckon  greater  Bore  of  griefs 
" than  pleafures,  that  come  to  him  fro  his  nourifliment : or 
to  fpeake  better,  the  pleafure  of  eating  is  but  final],  but 
the  toileand  trouble  that  men  haue  in  prouidingit,  is 
great . It  were  hard  to  repeate  the  fliamefuH  paines  and 
toileiome  labors  wherewith  it  filleth  vs^  Many  a mans  Thefouieof 
foule  (faith  Solon)  is  ouerwhelmed,and  as  it  were  clothed  p^red 
with  leare,  leafl:  it  fliould  ftand  in  need  within  the  bodie, 
as  It  were  in  a mill,  and  turning  alwaies  about  like  a mil- 
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ftonCjit  fceketh  after  nouriflimeiit . Heereupon  it  rcmai- 
neth  void  and  deftitute  of  feeling,  and  defire  of  all  honeft 
things, and  attcndeth  onely  to  the  infatiable  luftes  of  the 
flefhjwhich  is  tieuer  contented,  bicaufe  need  and  necelTi- 
tie  are  alwaics  ioined  wi^h  defire  of  fuperfluitie . 1 he  an- 
cient Egyptians  vfed  this  cuftome  to  cleaue  in  funder  the 
bodie  of  a dead  man,  to  flievve  it  to  the  funne,and  to  caft 
the  guts  and  intrailes  into  the  riuer,  and  being  thus  clen- 
fed.to  imbaulme  the  reft.  And  in  very  deede  thofe  inward 
parts  are  the  pollution  and  defiling  of  our  fleih , and  are 
properly  the  verie  Hell  of  our  bodies.  But,  which  is  worfe,  ^ 
is  it  not  the  fluffing  and  filling  of  the  bellie  that  niaketh  H 
the  mind  for  themoft  part  dull  and  vncapeable  of  any  B 
fcienceorreafon,  whereby  the  diuine  part  of  man  is  op-  iK 
preffed  and  ouerwhelmed  through  the  waight  and  force  k 
of  that  part , which  is  mortall  ? A wife  foule  is  a cleare  B 
brightnes,faid  HcToctitus.  O how  hard  a matter  is  it  (faith  B 
Cato)  to  preach  to  the  bellie,  which  hath  no  eares , and  S 
which  will  take  no  deniall,  howfoeuer  the  cafe  ilandeth:  B| 
And  as  when  we  behold  the  funne  through  thicke  clouds 
and  vndigefted  vapours , we  fee  it  not  cleare , but  with  a Bj 
pale  and  wannilh  light,  and  as  it  were  plungedin  the  bot-  S; 
tome  of  a cloud  : fo  through  a troubled  and  defiled  bo-  a; 
die,heauily  loaden  with  food  & ftrang  meaics,the  bright-  A 
nesandclearnesof  the  foule  muft  needes  become  pale,'H 
troubled,and  dimmed,not  hading  fuch  forceable  light,as,B 
to  be  able  thereby  topearce  through  vntothc  contem-B 
plation  of  thofe  things  thatarc  great,heauenlie,fubtil,cx-  ^ 
quifite,andhardtodifcerne.  I thought  in  my  hart  (faith  | 
the  wife  man)  to  withdrawe  my  fleffi  from  wine,  that  I v 
might  bend  my  mind  to  wifedome,and  efchew  follie,  vn- 
till  I knew  what  was  profitable  for  the  children  of  men.lt  . ^ 

is  not  for  kings,it?s  not  for  kings  to  drinke  wine,  nor  for  v = 
princes  ftrong  drinke : leaft  he  drinke  and  forget  the  de-  , 
cree,and  change  the  iudgement  of  all  the  children  of  af-  ' | 
fliftion.To  whom  is  woe  ? Towhomis  forow  ?To  whom 

is  ftrife  .'To  whom  is  murmuring  ? To  whom  are  wounds  j 
without  caufe  ? And  to  whome  is  the  rcdnes  of  the  eies ! 
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Euen  to  them  that  tarielong  atthewine:  to  them  that 
goandfeekemixtwine,  which  in  the  beginning  isplca- 
I'antjbut  in  the  end  pricketh  like  a ferpent,  and  poifoncth 
like  a Cockatrice . And  in  anotherplace,  the  wife  man 
fpeakingof  gluttonie,faith : that  it  drieth  the  bones,  and 
that  more  die  by  it  than  by  the  fword.  We  fee  that  beafts 
fatted  vp  languid!  through  floth  and  idlenes : neither  do 
beafts  faint  through  labor  onely,  butalfoby  reafon  of 
the  made  and  heauie  weight  oftheirowne  bodies  . Fur- 
thermore, the  vice  of  gluttonie  and  drunkennes  is  neucr 
aIone,butdraweth  with  it  athoufand  other  exceffiue  and 
diflblutefalhions . Plato  faith;  it  ftirreth  vp  luft, 

griefe,  anger,  and  loue  in  extremitie,  and  extinguifheth 
memorie  , opinipn  , and  vnderftanding  . Brieflyc , it 
maketh  a man  twife  a childe  . And  in  another  place, 
the  fame  Philofopher  faith , that  gluttonie  fatteth  the 
bodye , maketh  the  minde  dull  and  vnapt,  and  which  is 
worfe,vndermineth  reafon.  Wine  hath  as  much  force  as 
fire.  For  as  foone  as  it  hath  ouertaken  any,  it  difpatcheth 
him.  And  as  the  North  or  Southwind  tormenteth  the  Ly- 
bian  fea,fo,and  much  more  doth  wine  vexe  a man.  For  it 
difclofeth  the  fecrets  of  the  foulc,  & troublcth  the  whole 
mind.  A drunken  gouernorand  ruler  of any  thing  what- 
foeuer,bringeth  all  to  ruine  & ouerthrow,  whether  it  be  a . 
lhip,or  a wagon,oran  armie,orany  other  thing  commit- ' 
ted  to  his  keping.  We  fee  by  the  goodly  fentences  of  thefe 
Authors, how  many  difeommodities  & mifehiefs  come  as 
wel  to  the  body  as  to  thefoule,by  this  excelliuefuperflui- 
tieandcuriofitieofnourifliment,  whether  it  be  in  drin- 
king or  eating.  Wefee  alfo  that  from  this  felf  fame  fpring- 

head  proceed  thofe  vnmeafurable  and  loofe  behauiours 
in  all  kind  of  delights,in  carding  and  dicing,  in  dauncing, 
masking  and  mtimming,in  loue  of  maidens  and  adulte^ 
with  wiues,the  filthiiies  whereof  is  fo  ftiameful.and  difeo- 
uereth  it  felf  fo  much,thatl  (liall  not  greatly  need  to  loofe 
time  in  reproouing  thereof . For  it  is  moft  certaine,  that 
all  fuch  inuentions  are  meerely  heatheni(li,or  rather  diue- 
!i(h,when  men  commit  fuch  reprobate  adions  with  pub- 

P iij  like 


2 14 

Againft  masks 
8f  mummeries. 


The  Ifraelltcs. 

Lot, 

jiiexander, 

jylon^fus. 


LHCnUi*f» 


Of  Superfluitie 

like  libertie  and  licence.  Efpeciallyw'e  haue  to  note  this 
well  that  concerneth  masks  and  mummeries^fo  common 
amongft  vs,  and  the  caufe  of  infinite  offences,  that  foraf- 
miich  as  the  face  was  appointed  and  ordeined  of  God  to 
be  fecn  openly,  and  the  mouth  to  fpeake,  wedeftroy  the 
ordinance  of  God,  as  much  asliethinvs,  and  become 
contrary  vn to  him, when  we  take  vnto  vs  a falfe  face,  and 
depriue  our  felues  offpeech.  It  may  befayd,  that  manie 
thinkc  no  harme  when  they  doe  thefe  things  . But  that 
whichofitfelfiseuil,  cannot  be  excufed,  andnofaflnon 
of  liuing  taken  vp  and  pradlifed  through  the  onely  moti- 
on ofourfenfualitie  (fuch  are  thefe  delights  & pleafures) 
can  be  maintained,  neither  hath  it  any  good  and  law'full 
defence.  Now  let  vs  confidcr  fome  examples  of  thofe  per- 
nitious  efFe(5ls  which  proceed  from  this  Epicurian  vice  of 
intemperance . Efan  fold  his  birth  right  through  a glutto- 
nous defire.  The  felf  fame  caufe  mooued  the  Ifraelites  to 
murmure  many  times  againft  God.  The  drunkenneffe  of 
Lot  caufed  him  to  commit  inceftwith  his  daughters.y^/fAr- 
ander  the  great  darkned  the  glory  of  his  valiant  ads  with 
this  vice.  For  being  ouertaken  with  wine,  he  flewC//>«^ 
one  of  the  valiantell  captains  he  had,to  whom  he  was  be- 
holding for  his  own  life.  ^fterward,when  he  was  come  to 
himfelf,he  would  oftentimes  haue  murdered  himfelf,  and 
Vept  three  days  togither  without  meat  and  drink . 

the  yonger,  was  fomtime  more  than  nine  dayes  togi- 
ther drunken:  and  in  the  ende  he  loft  his  e (late.  Cyrillm 
fonne  in  his  drunkennes  wickedly  flew  that  holy  man  his 
father,and  his  mother  alfo  great  with  child.  He  hurt  his 
two  fifters,and  defloured  one  of  them.  Ought  not  this  to 
caufe  the  haire  of  our  head  to  ftand  vpright,as  often  as  a- 
ny  occafion  is  offred  vnto  vs,  w^hereby  we  might  fall  into 
fuch  inconueniences  ? Amongft  the  Romanes  a 

man  of  great  dignitie,  and  commended  ofHiftoriogra- 
phers  for  many  brauc  exploits  ofwarre  which  he  did  in 
Armenia,andfor  his  bountie,iufticc,and  clemencie,isyet 
greatly  blamed, becaufe  towards  the  end  of  his  dais,omit- 

tins  all  intermedling  with  the  gouernment  of  publike  af- 
° faires, 
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fairesjhe  gauc  himfelf  to  all  kind  of  excediue  fumptiiouf- 
nes,  &fuperfluous  wafting  of  that  great  fubftance  which 
he  had.  Whereof  this  only  teftimonie  recited  by  P/utarke, 
lhall  ierue  for  fufficicnt proofe.  CiceYo  and  Pow^ey  meeting 
him  one  day  in  the  citie,  told  him  that  they  would  fup 
with  him  on  thisconditi6,thathe  lliould  prepare  nothing 
for  them  buthisowneordinarie  diet.  At  the  leaft  wile 
(quoth  hevntothcm)  giue  meleaue  to  bid  my  Steward 
make  ready  fupper  in  my  hall  of  and  by  that  he 

beguiled  them . For  his  feruants  vndcrftood  therby  what 
colt  he  would  haue  beftowed  thereupon : in  fo  much  that 
a flipper  of  fiftie  thoufand  drachmesof  filuer,  which  a- 
mqunt  to  liue  thoufand  crownes.was  prepared  for  them. 

This  wasfomuch  the  more  wonderfull,  bicaufe  fo  great 
and  fumptuous  a feaft  was  made  ready  in  fo  lliort  a time. 

But  this  was  his  ordinarie  diet  which  he  caufed  manie 
times  to  be  prepared  for  himfelfe  alone.  And  as  his  men 
asked  him  on  a day  who  lliould  dine  with  him,  feeing  he 
commanded  them  to  make  readie  fuch  a great  feaft;  £«- 
(quoth  he)  lliall  dine  with  jL«c«//w.Thisfuperfluous 
pompe  & magnificence, wil  not  be  thought  verie  ftrange,  The  fumptuouf* 
if  we  compare  it  with  that  which  not  long  fince  a fimple  aT«n^FfiSr 
Francifcan  frier called/’«fe?-^e^»fr<f  made,  after  he  had 
attained  to  the  dignitie  of  a Cardinal  through  fauour  of 
the  Pope  his  kinlhian.  For  within  the  Ipace  of  two  yeeres 
which  he  liued  in  Rome,  heconfumedinfeaftsand  ban- 
quets the  fumme  of two  hundred  thoufand  crowncs,  be- 
lies his  debts, which  came  to  no  lellc  fumme.  ^PhiloxcKtu  vhihxenM, 
thePoetwifhedthathehadanecke  like  a Crane,  to  the 
end  he  might  enioy  greater  pleafure  in  fwalowing  downe 
wine  and  meat:  faying,  that  then  he  Ihould  longer  feele 
the  taft  thereof.  We  read  of  the  emperor  VnelUui  Spmter,  riuUm 
that  he  was  fo  much  giuen  to  fuperfluitie  and  excellc,that 
at  one  fupper  he  was  ferued  with  two  thoufand  feuerall 
kinds  offillies,and  with  feuen  thoufand  flying  foules.But 
within  a very  li  tle  while  after  he  changed  his  eftate,  being 
executed  publikely  at  Rome  atthepurfuite  of  relhafimM, 
who  was  chofen  emperor  in  his  place.  In  our  time  (JHu/e- 
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alTes  kins’  of  Thuncs,  was  fo  drowned  in  pleafure  and  de- 
light that  after  he  was  baniflied  from  his  kingdom  bi- 
caufe’of  his  whoredom^  his  returne  out  of  Almaign, be- 
ing without  hope  that  the  emperor  Charles  the  hft  would 
helpe  him  at  all,he  fpent  one  hundred  crowneypon  a pe- 
cock  dreffed  for  him^as  Paulns  lomm  rehearfeth  : and  that 

he  might  take  the  greater  delight  in  mufike,  he  couered 

his  eyes . But  the  iudgement  of  God  was  fuch  vpon  him, 
that  his  owne  children  made  him  blind  with  a bar  of  hote 
iron  Concerning  exaples  of  the  miferie  that  followeth  & 
accompanieth  riot  & delightin  playing, daucing,&  mum- 
ining,we  fee  daily  that  a thoufand  quarrels,  blafphemies, 
Ioffe  of  goods  & whoredoms  proceed  fro  thence.And  of- 
tentimes God  fuffreth  the  punifliment  therof  to  be  noto- 
rious.euen  by  vnlooked for  & ftrange  means;  as  not  ^ong 
fince  it  hapned  to  Levpes  Archb  .of  Magdeburg,  who  dan- 
cine  with  gentlewome  vntil  midnight^fell  down  fo  fierce- 
ly vpon  the  ground^that  he  brake  his  neck  with  one  of  the 
woLn  which  he  led.  the  6.  being  clothed  like  a 

w'ild  ma  with  certain  ofhis  familiar  friends,  &danang  by 

torchlight, was  alfo  in  great  peril  ofburning,it  a getlewo- 
man  had  not  caft  her  cloke  vpo  his  Ihoulders.  And  I think 
it  wil  not  be  from  the  matter, if  we  fay  that  it  is  a fliarnetul 
thine  to  fuffer  amongft  vs,  or  to  loofe  time  that  ought  to 
be  fo  precious  vnto  vs, in  beholding  & in  hearing  plaiers, 
A-ainlipiakrs.  adors  of Interludes  and  Comedies, who  areas  pernitious 
a plaeue  in  a common  wealth  as  can  be  imagined  ‘ For 
nothine  marreth  more  the  behauior,  fimplicitie  and  na- 
tural goodnes  of  any  people  than  this,  bicaufe  they  fomie 
receiue  into  their  foules  a liuely  imprefiion  of  that  diflo- 
lutenes  and  villanie  which  they  fee  and  heare , when  it  is 
ioyned  with  words,  accents,  geftures, motions  & aftions, 
w^herewith  players  and  iuglers,  know  hovv  to  inrich  by  all 
kind  of  artificial!  Heights,  the  filthieftand  moftdiaionelt 
matters,  which  commonly  they  make  choice  of . And  to 
fpeake  freely  in  few'  wordes,  we  may  truely  fay,  that  the 
Theater  of  players  is  a fchoole  of  all  vnehaftnes,  vriclean- 

nes,  whoredom,  craft, fubtletie  and  wickednes.  Now^  let 
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VS  fpeakeofthofe  that  propound  (aswcraid)vnto  them-  Againfithccu- 
felues  the  vainglory  of  outward  tliew  among  the  beft^and  »'oficicof  luper- 
men  of  great  calling, througli  friuolous,vnprolitable  and 
fuperfluousexpenccs,as  in  fumptuousand  coflly  apparel, 
precious  and  rich  moueables, goodly  furnirure  and  trap- 
ping  of  horfeSjgreat  trainc  of  feruing  men, dogs,  birds,  ik 
other  vanities,  gifts  and  prefents  fentto  fuch  as  arc  vn- 
woorthic,  thereby  to  obtaine  the  good  will  of  them  that 
arc  moft  wicked  in'aiithoritie, to  the  end  to  prepare  a way 
vnto  high  callings,  and  to  preferments  vnto  offices . Be- 
fides  the  wafting  of  their  goods  hereupon  to  their  ffiame 
andconfufion,  which  they  ihould  imploy  vpon  charita- 
ble works,  they  fpend  many  times  other  mens  goods,  e- 
uen  the  fiibftancc  of  the  poore,  which  they  craftily  get  by 
vnlawfull  meancs.  This  is  that  w'hich  at  length  f'as  Crates 
the  Philofopher  faid  very  well^  ftirrethvp  ciuill  warres.  The  beginning 
feditions,and  tyrannies  within  cities, to  the  end  that  fuch 
voluptuous  men,and  ambitious  of  vaine  glorie,  fiffiing  in 
a troubled  water,may  haiie  wffierewith  to  maintaine  their 
fooliffi  expences , andfo  come  to  theendeof  their  plat- 
formes.  Heerofwe  haue  many  examples  in  the  ciuii  wars 
amongft  the  Romanes,as  namely  vnder  Cwm,  Carl^o,  Ma-  ^ 
r/Afs^and  Sylk.  Likevvife  in  the  confpiracie  of  Catilme^  his 
complices, who  being  of  the  chiefe  families  in  Rome, and 
perceiuing  themfelues  to  be  brought  to  the  eftate  of 
bankrupts,as  we  commonly  fay , fought  by'  all  meanes  to 
profecute  their  firft  deliberation , w'hich  was  alwaies  to 
feerne  great  and  mightie.  Thus  dealt  in  procuring 
to  his  countrey  that  ciuill  warre,  which  he  madeagainft 
Tompep  after  he  had  indebted  himfclfe  in  feuen  hundred 
and  fiftie  thoufand  crownes,to  get  the  fauor  and  good  li- 
king of  the  people. This  is  that  which  Heraclitus  meant  to  How  Heraclitus 
teach  his  countreymen , viffien,  after  a fedition  appeafed 
and  quieted  , being  asked  what  waie  were  beft  to  be  ta-  ^ 
ken,  that  the  like  fliould  not  fall  out  againe  : he  went  vp 
into  that  place  from  whence  orations  were  made  to  the 
people, & there  in  ftecd  of  fpeaking,began  to  eate  a mor- 
fcll  of  browne  bread , and  to  drinke  a glafte  of  water. 

Which 
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Which  being  done,he  came  downe  againe,  and  fpake  nc- 
uer  a u^ord.Heerby  he  w^ould  fignifie,that  vntill  daintines 
of  fare  were  banifhed  the  citie,and  immoderate  expences 
cut  otf,and  fobrietie  and  modefty  brought  in  their  place, 
they  fliould  neuer  be  without  fedition  . If  this  counfell 
wereeuer  requifice  in  a Monarchic,  it  is  certainly  moft 
neceflarie  at  this  prefent  for  ours,  wherein  all  kind  of  fu- 
perfluitie, riot, and  weltring  in  pleafures,  curiofitie  in  ap- 
parell,tapiftrie,and  pidures,  veifels, perfumes,  and  pain- 
ting of  faces,  aboundeth  in  greater  meafure  than  heerto- 
fore  it  did  amongft  the  Perfians , which  was  the  caufe  of 
their  finall  fubuerfion,  and  of  ^Alexanders  greatnes , who 
fubdued  them  . That  which  for  the  fpace  of  fiue  hundred 
yeeres  and  more,  maintained  the  Lacedemonian  eftare, 
being  the  chiefeft  in  G recia  for  glory  and  goodnes  of  go- 
Lycurgusbani-  uernment,was  the  cutting  off  and  aboliQung  of  all  fuper- 
warlffrom  lI!  diet,apparel,moueables,  and  of  all  ftrang  wares, 

waemonU.  which  Lycurgm  banilhed . Whereby  alfo  forraine  mer- 
chants (the  caufe  of  corruption)  baniQied  themfelues,  as 
they  that  feeke  not  after  others  butforgaine,  by  felling 
their  nouelties  very  deere  vnto  them  . Neither  did  the. 
Romane  Commonwealth  florilh  more  at  any  time,  than 
when  thofemen  thatcaried  about  them  perfumes  and 
fweete  fmels  , and  thofe  women  that  were  found  fwilling 
like  drunkardsjwcre  corrected  with  the  fame  punifliment. 
This  caufed  being  the  Cenfurerof  the  eledion  of 
Why  Cato  two  captaines,that  one  of  them  might  befent  as  General 

would  notchufe  of  the  Paniionian  warre,to  fay  with  a loud  voice , that  he 
rtf v?rrc (vould  difinilTe  Puhlins  his  Allie,  bicaufe  he  neuer  faw  him 
returne  wounded  from  the  war,  but  had  feene  him  walke 
vp  and  downe  the  citie  of  Rome  perfumed.  What  would 
he  haue  faid  of  our  Courtiers  , fo  finely  curled,  ruft,  and 
perfumed  ? The  Kings  and  Magiftrats  of  thofe  fo  happie 
times,  were  the  principajl  obferuers  of  their  owne  lawes 
and  edids , reforming  tliemfclues  before  all  others,  and 
lining  fo  aufterely , that  their  example  conftrained  their 
fubieds  more  to  follow  them  , than  all  the  punifliments 
which  they  could  haue  deuifed  to  propound  vnto  them . 
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We  haue  a notable  teftimonie  heereof  in  king  of 
SpartajWho  in  his  returne  from  the  warre  wherein  he  had 
oucrcome  the  Athenians , being  defiroiis  to  fup  priuate- 
ly  with  his  wife,  fent  into  the  kitchen  that  was  appointed 
for  his  band  and  company(for  they  lined  all  in  common, 
being  feiieredinto  quarters)  to  haue  his  portion.  But 
this  was  denied  him , and  the  next  morning  for  this  fad 
he  was  fined  by  the  Ephories , who  were  ioined  in  foue- 
raigne  authoritie  with  the  kings , for  the  maintenance  of 
lawes  and  of  iuftice : in  which  fentence  and  iudgement  of 
theirs,he  willingly  refted  . But  to  returne  to  our  matter, 
how  ought  wetoblufli  for  our  riot  and'exceffe  inappa- 
rell,  which  we  inaintaine  with  fuchglorie.^  What  follieis  * 
ittoimploy  theinduftrieof  thefoule,  ordained  for  hea- 
uenlie  things,  in  trimming,  decking,and  gilding  hir  eni- 
mie,hir  prifon,  and  if  I may  fo  fpcake,  hir  poifon,  the  bo- 
die  } Excefleofapparell  (faith  Erafmm)  is  an  argument  of 
thcincontinencieof  thefoule,  and  rather  whetteththe 
cies  of  the  beholders  thereof  to  wicked  defireSjthan  to  a- 
ny  honeft  opinion  and  conceite  . Decke  not  thy  houfe 
-(faith  EpiBeti^)^^[xh  tables  and  pidures,but  paint  it  with 
temperance. For  the  one  is  to  feede  the  eies  vainely , but 
the  other  is  an  eternall  ornament , and  fuch  a one  as  can 
iieuer  be  defaced.  If  we  make  account  of  things  of  fmall 
importance, we  defpife  thofe  that  are  of  great  weight  :but 
in  not  caring  at  all  for  little  things,  we  make  our  felues 
woorthieofgreatadmiration.  ThatgreatMonarke  e^«- 
guftiis  C£farw2LVt  no  other  garments  than  fuch  as  his  wife 
and  daughters  made , and  thofe  very  modeft  . ^gefilaw, 

king  ofLacedemonia,neuer  had  but  one  kind  of  garment 
for  winter  and  fommer . SpaminondAi  Generali  Captaine  Epamnond^i. 
ofthe  Thebanes,was  contented  with  one  onely  gowne  al 
the  yeere  long.  Further,  if  we  looke  vnto  their  limplicitie 
and  rriodeftie  in  their  traine  and  followers , truely  it  was 
woorthieofreuerence,  being  without  pride,  pompe,  or 
fuperfluous  mzgniRcencc. Sr iph  that  great  Cap- 

taine,  going  as  delegate  into  Afia,  to  compound  and  end 
certaine  contentions  that  were  betweene  the  kings  of 
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that  countrey  , was  accompanied  but  with  two  of  his 
friends, and  wdth  feuen  Haues  . Cmo  the  elder,  vifiting  the 
prouinces  of  his  gouernnient , tooke  but  three  feruants 
wdth  him . Nowea  daies  we  fee,  that  the  lealt  accounted 
gentleman  amongft  vs , thinketh  it  a cracking  of  his’cre- 
ditc  to  ride  fo  illfurniihed.  And  yet  the  moft  part  euen  of 
thegreateft,  neuer  make  any  great  inquirie  how^  their 
trainc  defray  their  charges.  But  howfoeiier  they  may  fay, 
that  they  know  not  of  the  exceffe  and  riot  committed  vn- 
der  their  authoritie,and  in  their  feruice , yet  they  are  not 
thereby  excufed . For  we  ought  carefully  to  beware, that 
no  man  abufe  our  name.Now,if  princes  and  gouernours 
of  Commonwealths  in  fteede  of  abridging  fuperfluous 
charges,  take  delight  therein  themfelues , from  thence 
proceedeth  the  neceffitieof  charging  and  ouercharging 
their  people  with  impofts  and  fublidies  to  maintaine 
their  exce{re,and  in  the  end  commeth  the  ouerthrow  and 
fubiierfion  both  of  the  one  and  the  other.But  they  ought 
rather  both  to  abftaine  from  fuch  vanities  themfelues, 
and  alfo  to  feeke  by  all  meanes  to  banifli  them  from  their 
fubieds : and  where  their  owne  example  and  bodilie  pu- 
nifliments  are  not  fufheient  for  this  purpofe,  there  ought 
they  to  lay  great  impofts  vpon  all  fuch  things  as  feruebut 
to  fpill  and  corrupt  their  fubieds . Such  things  arc  all  ex- 
quifite  dainties  and  prouocations  of  appetite,  all  forts  of 
toies  and  trifles, perfumes,cloth  of  gold  and  flluer,filkes, 
rypers,netw'orks,lace,  wouen  works, & all  works  of  gold, 
riluer,and  inammell : all  kind  of  fuperfluous  apparel,with 
colours  of  skarlet,crimfon,and  fuch  like , the  forbidding 
whereofhitherto  hath  profited  little  . For  the- nature  of 
men  is  fuch , that  they  find  nothing  more  fweete  and  ac- 
ceptable , than  that  which  is  ftraightly  forbidden  them : 
fo  that  the  more  fuperfluities  arc  prohibited  , the  more 
they  are  deflred,efpecially  of  foolifli  men,&  of  fuch  as  are 
vainely  brought  vp  . Therefore  it  were  good  to  raife  the 
price  of  thefe  things  fo  high  by  meanes  of  impofts,  that 
none  but  rich  men  and  daintie  folks  may  vfethem.  And 
fuch  fubfidics  w'ould  afmuch  fet  forw^ard  the  glorie  of 

God, 
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God,  the  profite  oF  the  common  wealth,  the  defirc  of 
good  men, and  reliefe  of  the  poore,  as  many  others  now 
vfed  are  quite  contrary  hereunto  . Then  thefe  fpeeches 
would  no  more  be  fo  common  amongft  vs,  as  now  we 
hcare  them  daily  vttered  by  our  Courtiers  : We  will  (fay 
they)  keep  company  and  be  feen  amongft  the  greateft, 
be efteemed  thereafter.  If  we  fpend  notfreely,  men  will 
make  no  account  of  vs.  It  is  our  honor  and  greatncs,and 
the  way  to  procure  glory  and  renowne  to  our  houfes  and 
families.  But  I would  gladly  tell  a great  number  of  them, 
that  they  would  be  very  much  troubled  to  make  anfwer 
to  a law  made  by  Amajts  king  of  Egypt,  and  after  eftabli-  a good  law  tc 
(hed  in  Athens  by  6’d7/0»,whereby  it  was  enaded,  that  eue-  ^afions o\*idic 
ry  one  (hould  yeerely  make  it  appeere  vnto  his  Prouoll  or  cxpcnces. 
Bailie  how  he  liued,and  if  he  approoued  not  his  maner  & 
trade  of  life  to  be  iuft  and  reafonablejhe  was  condemned 
to  die.  If  in  like  cafe  thefe  great  fpenders  were  to  giuc  an 
account  from  whence  they  receiue  wherewith  to  fatifiie 
their  pride  and  vanities,  a man  fhould  find  that  their  pur- 
chafe  (as  we  fay)  is  far  better  vnto  the  than  their  rents,  & 
that  they  commit  a thoufand  wrongs  and  deteftable  vices 
to  makefupply  to  their  lauifh  expences.  As  for  them  that 
haue  goods  lawfully  gotten,yet  in  fpending  of  them  waft- 
fuliy,they  giue  fufheien t teftimonie,that  they  care  & feeke 
for  nothing  but  a vaine  and  vanifliing  glory, w'hich  often- 
times,contrary  to  their  expedation,  is  waited  vpon  with 
great infamie,and  with  the  certaintieof  perpetual  puniili- 
inent . And  in  the  meane  while  they  negled  that  glorie 
which  is  eternall  and  al  ways  profitable, which  they  lliould 
enioy  by  well  vfing,  and  not  by  mifpending  their  goods, 
whereof  they  are  butGardians  and  Stewards, & mull  one 
day  yeeld  vp  an  account  of  them . O witleffe  man  (fayd 
one  oftheancientSages)  what  will  the  remembrau nee  of 
vaine  glory  profite  thee,  if  thou  art  tormented  and  vexed 
where  thou  art,ahd  praifed  where  thou  art  not.  This  de- 
ferueth  a longer  continuanceof  fpeech,but  wc  may  here- 
after difeourfe  thereof  more  at  large  . In  the  meane  tyme 
let  vs  note  an  other  mifchief,which  commonly  followeth 
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fuperfluitie  ofexpences.,naiTiely  pouertie,  whereinto  ma- 
ny rich  men  fall  before  they  be  aw^are,  and  are  then  verie 
much  grieued  therewith,and  not  able  to  beare  it. But  the 
fhame  and  reproch  thereof  is  yet  greater, becaufe  they  fell 
into  it  by  their  own  folly  and  mifgouernment  * Therefore 
to  the  end  we  walke  not  in  fuch  a flipperie  way,  which  in 
the  beginning  is  large  and  pleafant,  but  yet  leadeth  the 
trauailer  vnto  a down-fall  fro  which  he  can  neuer  efcape, 
let  vs  leaue  and  forfake  the  difcipline  and  life  of  Epicures, 
and  beware  that  our  pallate  and  toong  be  not  more  fenfi- 
ble  than  our  hart.  Let  vs  lead  a life  woorthy  an  honeft  A- 
cademie,  and  befeemingthedodrine  of  the  ancient  Sa- 
ges,that  is,a  fimple,  fober,  and  modeft  life,  adorned  with 
temperance  and  continence,  knowing  that  diet  and  dec- 
king of  the  body  ought  (as  faith)  to  be  referred  to 

health  and  ftrength,not  to  pleafure  and  delight,  and  that 
all  outward  excelTe  isawitnelfe  of  the  incontinencie  of 
thefoule.  And  forthe perfedion.ofall  that  lading  and 
ineuitabic  miferie  which  belongeth  to  them  that  are  gi- 
iien  to  voluptuoufnes  and  fuperfluitie,  let  vs  heare  that 
fentence  of  feriptnre,  and  feare  lead  we  be  comprehen- 
ded vnder  the  iudgement  thereof,  Cominmll  miferie  and 
mourning  be  vfon  you  thathaue  lined  tn  pleafure  on  the  earthy 
andinwantonneffe,  andhaue  nourifhed your  harts  04  in  a day  of 
flaughter. 

The  ende  ofthefift  dates  worke. 
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THE  SIXT  DAIES  VVOllKE. 
Of  (syimhitiorr*  Chap.  2 1 . 


Asjer. 


S often  as  I remember  the 
\ ftrage  tragedie  of  the  Ro- 
mane  Emperors,  fince  the 
time  that  the  Empire  was 
mounted  vp  to  the  verie 
top  & height  of  hir  great- 
nesvntillhir  declination, 
according  to  the  vneer- 


taintie  of  all  humane  things,  and  how  within  the  fpace  of 
one  hundred  yeeres,  wherein  there  were  three  skore  and  73- i’-mp«orsof 
thirtcene  emperors,  onely  three  of  them  died  of  fickneffe  fco'^yerres^ 
in  their  beds,&  all  the  refc  by  violent  death;I  cannot  fuffi- 
ciently  admire  (confidering  the  inconftancie  and  fiiort 
continuance  of  fo  great  a gouernmenr,  which  cannot  but 
be  well  known  to  euery  one)  the  folly  of  men,which  com^ 
monly  affedeth  them  with  an  vnmeafurable  defire  to 
rule,  whereby  they  are  all  their  life  time  flaues  to  ambiti- 
on, which  is  one  point  of  the  vice  of  intemperance  where- 
of we  fpake  yefterday . And  thus  in  my  opinion  we  are  to 
begin  our  days  worke  with  the  defeription  of  this  perni- 
douspaiTion, 

A M A N A.  It  is  natural  in  man,the  greater  his  ftomack 
is, the  more  to  labor  to  excel  othcrs,which  is  accompani- 
ed with  an  exceeding  defire  to  rule : w'hercupon  he  is  ea- 
fily  driuen  forward  to  do  vniuftly,  if  by  wifdom  he  be  not 
moderated. 

Aram.  Ambition  and  contention  for  honour  (faith 
Cicero)  are  mifcrable.  And  many  forget  iuftice,  after,  they 
are  fallen  into  a defire  of  glory  ,ernpires  and  honors..  Go 
to  then  ^chitob,  let  vs  vnderftand  of  thee  more  at  large 
what  are  the  effeds  of  this  vice. 

A c H I T o B.  Eudoxm  a Greeke  Philofopher  defired  of 
the  gods  that  he  might  behold  the  funne  very  neere,  to 

com- 
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comprehend  the  forme,greatnes,and  beautie  therof,and 
afterwards  be  burnt  of  it, as  the  Poets  report,that  Fhaeton 
was : fuch  a hardie  and  bold  palTion  to  vndertake  moft 
difficult  & dangerous  things, is  the  defire  of  enioying  any 
pleafure  whatfoeuer.This  may  chiefly  be  fpoken  of  ambi- 
tion,which  is  the  moft  vehement,  ftrongeft,&  moft  difor- 
dred  paffio  of  all  thofe  defires  which  fo  fore  trouble  metis 
minds,and  fil  them  with  aninfatiable  greedines  of  glory, 
and  with  an  vnbrideled  defire  to  rule  . But  to  handle  it 
more  profitably,we  will  make  two  kinds  of  ambition, the 
one  refpeding  priuate  me  only  that  liue  vnder  the  power 
andgouernmentofheadsjofeftatesand  pollicies:  the  o- 
ther  fhal  be  of  the  heads  themfelucs,of  monarchs  and  go- 
uernors  of  peoples  and  kingdoms.  In  the  meane  time  we 
may  thus  generally  define  ambition, calling  it  an  vnreafo- 
nable  defire  to  enioy  honors, eftates,  & great  places.  Fur- 
ther it  is  a vice  of  exce{re,and  contrary  to  modefty,  which 
is  a part  of  temperance.  For  that  man  (as  Aristotle 
ismodeft,  who  defireth  honor  as  he  ought,  and  fo  farre 
foorth  as  it  becommeth  him : but  he  that  defireth  it  more 
than  he  ought,and  by  vnlawful  means,  is  ambitious,  and 
caried  away  with  a perturbation  of  intemperance.  Ambi- 
tion neuerfuffreth  thofe  that  haue  once  receiued  hir  as  a 
gueft,  to  enioy  their  prefent  eftate  quietly,  but  maketh 
them  always  emptie  of  goods,and  full  of  hope.  It  caufeth 
them  to  contemne  that,  which  they  haue  gotten  by  great 
paines  and  trauel,and  which  not  long  before  they  defired 
very  earneftly,  byrealbn  of  their  new  imaginations  and 
conceites  pf  greater  matters  , which  they  continually 
barke  foorth, but  neuer  haue  their  minds  fatiffied  & con- 
tented. And  the  more  they  growe  and  increafe  in  power 
and  authoritie,  the  rather  are  they  induced  and  caried 
headlong  ^ their  affcblions  to  commit  all  kind  of  iniu- 
ftice,  and  flatter  themfelues  in  furious  and  frantike  afti- 
ons,  that  they  may  come  to  the  end  of  their  infinite  plat- 
formes,  and  of  that  proud  and  tyrannicall  glory,  which, 
contrary  to  all  dutie  they  feeke  after. Thefe  imperfe^ions 
, happen  vnto  them,  bicaufe  from  the  beginning  they  ftu- 
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died  to  hoord,  and  heape  vp  external!,  mortall  and  hurt- 
ful riches^beforethey  had  laid  a good  foundation  of  rea- Thccaufeof 
fon  through  knowledge  and  learning,  thereby  to  direct 
aright  their  purpofes  and  doings,according  to  comelinQS 
and  honeftie.  And  therfore  oftentimes  they  are  deceiued 
and  rniiTe  of  their  in  tent,  and  euen  loofe  that  which  they 
might  haue  had,  becaufe  they  fought  oucr  boldly  to  laic 
hands  on  that  which  they  could  not  fo  much  as  touch  .So 
that  we  may  wel  fay  with  Timon,  that  the  elements  & mat- 
ter of  mifchiefs,are  ambition  & auaricc,  which  are  found 
both  together  for  the  moft  part  in  the  fame  perfons.  But 
to  enter  into  a more  particular  confideration  of  the  na- Enuicanotc 
ture  ofeuery  ambitious  ma,  he  hath  commonly  this  pro-  ambitious 

pertie,to  enuie  the  glory  of  others  : whereby  he  becom- 
meth  odious,  and  ftirreth  vp  againft  himfelf  the  enuy  and 
ill  will  of  euery  one.  Moreouer  this  his  ieloufie  ouer  ano- 
ther mans  glory,is  fo  much  the  more  hurtfull  vnto  him  in 
that  he  might,  being  fet  in  high  eftate  and  authoritie,  vfe 
the  helpe  and  company  of  fuch  as  are  vertuous  and  noble 
minded  in  the  execution  of  great  matters, if  in  ftead  of  ta- 
king them  for  his  aduerfarics  in  thepurfuite  of  vertue,  he 
fauored  them,and  drew  them  neerc  vnto  himfelf.  Where- 
by we  may  iudge,that  there  is  none  fo  pernitious  a plague 
for  the  ouerthrow  of  vertue,  as  ambition,  bicaufe  it  is  ne- 
uer  without  contention  for  glory  and  honor,euen  againft 
the  greateft  friends,  frbm  whence  in  the  end  proceed  the 
greateft  enmities.  Ctcero  alfo  faith  very  well,  that  whatfoe- 
uer  hath  this  qualitie,  thatmany  things  of  the  fame  kind  \ 

cannot  be  excellent, thereof  arifeth  for  the  moft  part  fuch 
ftrife,that  it  is  a very  hard  matter  to  obferue  holy  fociety. 
Forequitieisnoteafiliekeptinuiolable,  when  one  defi- 
reth  to  be  greater  than  all  the  reft . Itcommeth  through 
the  fault  of  ambition  (faith  AriHotle)  that  many  feditions  sedition  .ifmft 
arife  in  cities.  For  the  mightier,  not  the  vulgar  fort,  cor^-  ofambmon.  jn 
tend  for  honors  andpromotions.But  if,asT/^/<?  writeth, 
there  were  a Common-wealth  of  good  men,  you  fliould 
fee  as  great  ftrife  for  the  auoiding  of  offices,  as  now  men 
contend  to  command  and  rule.  Alfo  the  honor  of  a good  ^ 

man 
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man  (raith  Plutari  to  Tram^)  confifteth  not  in  that  eftate 
or  office  which  he  prefentiy  inioieth^but  in  nis  former  de- 
ferts-fo  that  it  is  to  the  office  wherunto  men  giue  new  ho- 
nor,as  for  the  perfon  he  hath  but  a painful  charge.Out  of 
the  fayings  of  thefe  great  Philofophers,  wc  will  draw  this 
conclufioiijthat  we  muft  labor  more  to  deferue  eftates  6c 
honors,  than  dare  to  procure  them  , and  account  that 
thine  vnwoorthie  and  vnbefeeming  vs,which  is  obtained 
by  vnlawfull  meanes.Now,as  the  ambitious  man  is  intol- 
lerablein  all  his  adions/o  Specially  he  bringeth  himfehe 
in  derifionand  reproch,  through  this  burning  dehreof 
Plorie  andpraife,  which  he  looketh  that  others  fliouid 
yeeld  vnto  him,  and  wherein  he  taketh  vnmeafurable  de- 
light. Now,if  heperceiueth  that  he  cannot  be  commen- 
ded for  his  doings  that  are  vnworthie  of  honor, the  thirit 
Anibiiiousmen  Qf  p]orie  whcrewitli  he  pineth  away , compelleth  him  to 
borow  of  himfelfb  by  his  owne  commendation  againft 
all  feemelines  : which  is  neither  more  nor  lefiejthanii  the 
Bodie  of  a man  in  time  of  famine,  not  receiuing  nourifli- 
ment  elfewhere,  fliould  take  of  it  owne  fubftance  againlt 
nature.  Further,  if  we  fliould  go  about  heere  to  make  re- 
citall  ohhofe  notable  euils  and  mifchiefs,  which  the  am- 
bition of  feme  particular  men  hath  brought  vpon  Mo- 
narchies,cities,and  Commonwealths,and  generally  ypon 
allthofeperfons  which  were  vnder  their  bloudie  raigne, 
the  whole  life  of  one  man  would  notfufficeto  defcribe 
them . But  to  touch  this  point  briefly  : we  may  note  in  all 
ancient  hiftories,  that  the  greateft  plagues  of  flounlning 
efl:ates,and  oftentimes  their  vtter  fubuerfion,  came  from 
€miU  waives  a ciuill  warres  and  diflentions  ftirred  vp  by  ambitious  men, 
fruiteof  command, and  to  be  preferred  before  others. 

What  did  at  any  time  procure  the  ruine  of  Greci3,tioun- 
fning  in  armes  and  fciences , fo  much  as  the  ambition  ot 
thofe  men  who  fought  to  bring  the  publike  offices  into 
their  owne  hands, as  Leofthenes,  Demoflhencs,  and  niany  o- 
thers  did,who  were  not  afraid  to  kindle  the  fire  of  dome- 
fticall  diuifion,not  caring  what  would  be  the  iffue  of  their 
damnable  enterprifes,  fo  they  might  make 
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deuifed  platformcs  ? Ho»'man7tnifchiefs  did  yikihiades  MMUdei. 
procure  to  his  countrey,  being  an  eniinie  to  peace,  and 
giiientoallkind  of  noLicltics  and  feditions?  Whovfed 
to  fay, that  a noble  hart  ought  to  labor  but  for  one  thing 
in  this  world, namely,  to  be  great  among  hisowne  coun- 
treymen,  and  to  purchafe  fame  & renowne  among  ftran- 
gers.Which'had  been  well  fpoken,ifhe  had  added, by //<-. 

///r^>,aMd  Vertne . Was  it  not  from  the  fame  fountaine  of 
ambition  , thatfo  hurtfull  wars  to  both  thofe  Common- 
wxalthsof  the  Lacedemonians  and  Athenians,  the  one 
being  maifters  of  the  fea,and  the  other  of  the  land,  tooke 
their  beginning,and  thereby  wxre  both  brought  to  ruine 
in  the  end  ? W as  it  not  the  fame  caufe  of  ambition  in  cer- 
taine particular  men,which procured  the  fpeedie  returne 
of  that  good  king  Ageftl(tiu,\,o  redrefle  the  ciuill  diffenti- 
ons  of  Grecia,  when  he  was  in  Afia  continuing  thofe 
goodlievidories,  which  he  hadagainft  the  Barbarians, 
for  the  comfort  and  libertie  of  many  Grecian  cities  O 
yee  Grecians  ffaid  that  wife  Prince,  being  then  veriefo- 
rowfull)  ho  we  many  more  mifehiefes  doe  yee  procure  to 
your  felues , than  w^ere  procured  vn to  you  by  the  Barba- 
rians banded  togither  for  yourouer throw,  feeing  yee  are 
fo  vnhappie  as  to  ftaye  w'ith  your  owne  hands  that  good 
fpeede, which  conduded  you  to  thetopoffelicitie,and  to  rSncc.''" 
turne  backe  into  your  owne  entrailes,  thofe  weapons 
which  were  fo  w’ell  guided  againft  your  enimies , by  cal- 
ling backe  the  warre  into  your  owne  countrey , from 
whence  it  wasfo  happily  baniflied?  The  great  and  large 
fcope  of  the  Romane  Empire  ouer  three  partes  of  the 
world,could  not  fatisfie  the,  ambition  of  C^tfar  and  c^efar  & Vom- 

/9',whiieft  theone  could  abide  no  equall , and  the  other 
no  fuperior  : infomuch,  that  they  omitted  and  forgat  no 
ineanes  to  increafe  their  greatnes , although  it  were  with 
the  charges  of  the  Common-wealth  , As  we  may  read  a- 
mong  other  things  o^Cafar, who ^to  ground  & vnderprop 
his  power  well  forcontinuance,  gaue  at  one  time  to 
bis  the  Confufnine  hundred  thoufand  crownes,  for  fcare 
left  he  fliouid  oppofe  himfejfe  againft  his  enterprifes*.  and 
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toC«wthe  Tribune  he  gaue  fifteene  hundred  thourand 
crownesjthat  he  fliould  take  his  part . After  the  death  ot 
thefc  two  Princes , that  great  dominion  could  no  better 
content  the  Triumuirate,namely,Oft<»wV«,  and 

whoby  forceof  armes  ceafed  not  to  put  their 
countrey  to  fword  and  fire,vntill  the  foueraigne  authori- 
tie  became  refident  in  one  alone.But  why  fliould  we  feeke 
among  the  Ancients,  or  amongft  our  neighbours  for  ex- 
amples of  the  pernitious  eifedts  of  this  vice,ieing  we  haue 
fo  many  at  our  owne  gates?  Who  kindled  that  fire  in 
Trance, which  had  taken  hold  of  all  the  parts  thereof,and 
almoft  confumed  it  vttcrly  vnder  the  raigne  of  the  Dukes 
The  ambition  of  Qp  Orleans  and  Butgundy , whoftroue  togither  lor  the 
the  Dukes  of  > Wprp  there  not  VDon  the 
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gouernment  of  the  kingdome  ? Were  there  not  vpon  the 
fame  occafion  more  than  foure  thoufand  men  flaine  in 
one  daye  within  Paris , the  moftof  them  being  men  ot 
name, at  the  inhigation  and  procurement  of  the  Duke  ot 
Purgundy,  who  had  taken  polfeifion  thereof  ? But  alas 
the  continual!  and  prefent  remembrance  of  our  late  and 
vnfpeakeable  miferies,  procured  chiefly  from  the  fame 
fountaine  of  ambition,  and  knowne  to  women  and  chil- 
dren, ftaieth  me  from  feeking  farther  for  teftimonies  o 
this  our  prefent  matter  .Yea,  I feare  greatly,  that  wefliall 
fliortly  fee  (I  would  to  God  I might  be  deceiued)  the  h- 
nail  and  intire  mine  of  our  Monarchie , which  hath  flou- 
riflied  as  long  as  euer  any  did , and  continued  longer -vn- 
uanquiflied  of  ftrangers . For  we  fee  hir  owne  children  ba- 
thing their  hands  in  hir  bloud,  and  feeking  to  plucke  out 
hir  hart  and  intrailes , and  to  caft  them  as  a pray  before 

Ambidousmen  ^irenimies  Qhow  would  Princes  chafe  farre  from  them 

all  ambitious  perfons,  if  they  were  well  inftruaed  in  ver- 
Princes.  tue.aiid  in  the  knowledge  of  thofe  euils  which  fuch  men 
procure!  feeing  it  is  impoffible  that  any  good  counlell 
fliould  proceed  from  them,  but  onely  fuch  astendethto 
the  aduancement  of  their  priuate  greatnes.Now  if  ambi- 
tion be  the  mother  of  ciuill  warres,  is  it  not  the  fame  alio 
of  all  other  warres,  which  are  daily  bred  betweene  Kings 
& Princes,through  the  dcfire  of  increafing  their  bounds. 
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offcazing  vpon  other  mens  territories,  to  the  treading 
downe,oppreflion,andruineoftheirpoore  fubieSs,  and 
oftentimes  of  their  o\rne  eltats?  Is  it  not  ambition  which 
blindeth  men  fo,that  they  arc  not  content  to  be  chiefe  a- 
mong  a million  ofothers  oner  whom  they  command, vn- 
les  they  be  equal  or  fuperior  to  one  or  two  of  thofe  whom 
they  know  to  be  greater  than  themfelues  ? Thedefire  of 
hailing  more  (faith  isa  vice  common  to  Princes  Effbftsofjmbi. 

and  great  I-oids, which, by  realbn  of  ambition  and  delire  in  great 

to  rule , bringeth  foorch  in  them  oftentimes  an  vnfocia- 
ble,cruell,and  Deadly  nature.  And  as  Ennitu  faith,there  is 
no  faith  or  allured  focietie  in  kingdomes.  For  they.whofe 
greedines  neither  lea,  normountaines,  nor  inhabitable 
defertscanftaie,  and  whofe  infatiabledefireof  hauing 
carniot  be  limited  with  thofe  bounds , which  feparate  A- 
fia  from  Europe , how  will  they  content  themfelues  with 
their  owne,and  not  feeke  to  vfurpe  that  which  belongeth 
to  another,  efpecially  when  their  confines  and  borders 

touch  one  another,and  are  ioinedfoneeretogither  that 

nothing  IS  betweene  them.?  It  is  impolIible.And  in  truth 
howfoeuerthey  diiremble,they  purpofely  warreone  with 
another,watching  continually  for  meanes  to  furprizeand 
ouerrcach  each  othcr.But  in  outward  (hew  they  vfe  thefe 

two  wordsof‘PM«and^r»r^,asapeeceofmonie  accor-  Thcnamesof 

ding  as  itdiaU  make  bed  for  theirpurpofe,  not  for  duties 
fake, or  vpon  reafbn  and  iuftice,butfor  their  owne  profite 
and  adiuntage,  wickedly difguifing  in  that  manner  the 
intermilTion  andfurceafing  from  the  execution  of  their 
111  will  and  purpofe , with  the  holie  nameof  iudice  and  a- 

mitie.Princestherforemudnotthinkeitdranee  iffom- 

timepriuatemen  (howbeit  that  doth  notexcufc  them) 
hnd  the  like  dealing  profitable  vnto  them,according  as  it 
falleth  out  for  their  purpofe.Forin  fo  doing,  they  do  but 
iinitate  and  follow  them  that  are  their  maiders  in  all  dif- 

loialtie,treafon,andmfide]itie,thinkingthathebedirreth 

himfelfe,  who  lead  of  all  obferueth  that  which  eq  uitie  and 
ludice  require.  ThisdidUiowidwthepiratfitlygiuey^/#^:- 
Wfr  the  Great  to  vnderdand,  when  he  asked  of  him  why 
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he  troubled  the  whole  fea,and  robbed  eucry  one . Know 

(quoth  he  to  him)  that  thou  and  I are  of  one  difpofition 
andealling,  except  in  this,  that  I am  called  a Pirate  for 
skouring  the  Teas  with  a few  men,  and  thou  a prince,  bi- 
caufe.  thou  inuadeiVand  fpoileft  euery  where  w*ith  great  Sc 
mightiearmies.But  if  thou  \vtxil[)iomdes  and  I AUxmder, 
it  may  be  I fliould  be  abetter  prince  than  thou  a good  pi- 
rate . With  which  free  fpeech  Alexander  was  fo  delighted, 
that  in  ftead  of  a guiltie  man  brought  before  him  to  be 
puniflied,  as  vjzs^ionidesy  he  made  him  one  of  his  gt^t 
captains.But  to  continue  our  matterjif  Right  (fay  Ambi- 
tious men)  may  be  violated, it  is  to  be  violated  for  a king- 
dom. O fpeechful  of  all  impietie,yeafuch  as  wil  cauie  the 
to  buy  the  violating  offo  holy  a thing  very  deerly,  leeing 
they  (pare  not  him  who  calleth  himfelf  equitie  &iulbce  it 
felfo  Further,if  (as  hiftories  teach  vs)  fomehaue  been  fo 
wretched  & miferable,as  to  giue  themfelues  to  the  Art  of 
Necromancie,  and  to  contrad  with  the  deuill,  that  they 
might  come  to  foueraigne  power  and  authoritic,  what  o- 
ther  thing,  how  ftrangefoeuerit  be,  will  not  they  vnder- 
take  that  fuffer  themfelues  to  be  wholy  caned  away  with 
this  vice  of  ambition?  It  is  ambitiothat  fetteth  the  fonne 
againft  the  father,  and  imboldeneth  him  to  feeke  his  de- 
ftradion  of  whom  he  holdeth  his  life  . Henry  the  hft  by 
force  depriued  his  father  from  the  Empire,  & caufed  him 
to  die  miferably  in  priCon.Fredertcke  the  third, after  he  haa 
raigned  thirtieyeeres,  was  miferably  ftrangled  by 
froy  his  baftard  fonne,  whom  he  had  made  prince  or  i a- 
rentum.  And  after  he  had  committed  thisParricidc,  he 
poifoned  his  brother  Conradn^,  lawfull  inheritor  zo  Frede- 

that  he  might  make  himfelfe  king  of  Naples.^«fc«/- 

nm  & (7fM,brothers  & fuccclTors  in  the  Empire  toSeueru^ 
their  father, could  not  fuffer  one  another  to  enioy  fo  large 
a Monarchie  : for  Aatoninus  (I’ew  his  brother  Geta  '''i™  ^ 
dagger, that  himfelf  might  rule  alone . Solyman  king  of  the 
Turkes,  grandfather  to  him  that  now  raigneth,  when  he 
heard  the  loud  acclamations  and  (houtes  for  ioy.  which  all 
his  armie  made  to  his  fonne,  returning 

out 
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out  of  Perfia,  after  he  had  caufed  him  to  be  ftrangled  in 
his  out\^’ard  chamber,  and  prefently  to  be  caft  out  dead 
before  his  whole  armie,  he  made  this  fpcech  to  be  publi- 
ftjed  with  a loud  voice, that  there  was  but  one  God  in  hea- 
ucn,and  one  Sfi/ta»\pon  earth.  Within  two  dayes  he  put 
to  death  Su/tanSo&a,  bicaufe  he  wept  for  his  brother,  and 
Sff/tafj  Mahomet  his  third  fonne,  bicaufe  he  fled  for  feare, 
leaning  one  onelyaliue  to  auoid  the  inconueniencie  of 
many  Lordes.  Thefe  are  but  of  the  fmaller  fruits  of  this 
wild  plant  of ambition,in  refpeds  of  thofc  that  caufe  men 
to  put  innocents  to  death,that  themfelues  may  take  flirer 
footing  to  growe  vp  and  encreafe.  And  no  doubt  but  for 
the  moft  part,iufl:  punilhmentfor  example  to  me,  folow- 
ethfuch  an  ambitious paflion,  whereofthere  are  infinite 
examples  both  in  the  Greeke  and  Latin  hi&on^s.Marcw  Marcus  Craflfus 
Crajfiu  a Roniane  Conrul,aiid  the  richeft  man  in  his  time, 
not  contenting  himfelf  with  many  goodly  vidories  got- 

ten  by  him,  but  burning  with  an  excefliue  ambition  and 
defirc  of  new  tri  umphes,and  being  icalous  of  Cafars  glo- 
ry,obtained  by  his  great  feats  of  armes,  prefumed  at  the 
age  of  three  fcore  yeeres  to  vndertake  the  warre  agaynft 
tArfaces  kingoftheParthians,contrary  tothe  will  of  the 
Senate,  feeding  himfelfe  with  vaine  hope,  which  led  him 
to  a (hameful  death  ioyned  with  publike  Ioffe  and  calami- 
tie . For  being  ouercome  and  his  armie  difcomfited,  he 
was  miferably  flaine  with  twentie  thoufand  of  his  men,  & ' 
tennethoufand  taken  prifoners.  iMarim  hauing  paffed  Marim. 
through  al  the  degrees  of  honor, and  been  fijctimes  Con- 
ful,  which  neuer  any  Romane  before  was,  not  content 
with  all  this,  would  notwithftanding  take  vhto  himfelfe 
the  charge  of  the  warre  againft  MtbrulMes,-  which  fell  .to 
SylU  by  lot,  euen  then  w'hen  he  was  weakened  with  oldc 
age,  thinking  with  himfelfe  to  get  the  Gonfulfliip  the  fe- 
uenth  ,time,and  to  continue  that  foueraigne  anthOritie  in 

his  owne  perfon .But  this  was  the  caufe  of  his  vtter  ouer- 
throw.&ofthat  flaughter,wherby  all  Italy  & Spaine  w'erc 
imbrued  w ith  bloud  by  Sylk,Si  the  popular  eftate  brought 
in  the  end  to  extreme  tyrannie-  Sf  mini  Melius  ^ s.Meiim. 
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of  RomCjWas  murthered  for  his  ambition,  and  his  houfe 
rafedby  CiKchmm  the  Didator,  becaufe  he  fought  by 
meanes  of  a certain  diftribution  of  wheate,  to  make  him- 
felf  king  of  Rome.  Aiarcns  M.Anlim  was  alfo  vpon  the  like 
occafionthrowendowne  headlong  from  thetoppe  of  a 
rocke.  Therefore  it  appcereth  fufficiently  vnto  vs  how 
pernitious  this  vice  of  ambition  is  in  the  foulcs  of  great 
men.and  worthy  of  perpetuall  blame.  And  although  the 
matter  be  not  of  fo  great  waight,  when  they  that  follow 
this  vicious  paflionare  but  meane  men  and  of  fmall  ac- 
count^yet  we  are  to  know,  that  all  they  depart  farre  from 
dutieandhoneftie,  who,  for  the  obtaining  of  glorie  and 
renowne,  fliew  thcmfelues  inflamed  and  defirous  to  excel 
others  in  all  thofe  things  which  they  ought  to  haue  com- 
mon together  for  the  mutuall  aide  and  comfort  of  euery 
How  and  wher-  OhcIv  wc  rnuftlcckCjWithout  pride  and  enuie,after 

exccllende  and  preferment  in  that  which  is  vertuous.and 
profitable  for  humain  focietie, contenting  our  felues  not- 
withftandingwiththat.which  we  are  able  to  performed  & 

fo  we  (hall  neuer  be  blamed : but  iuftly  may  we  be  con- 
demned,if  we  vndettake  that  which  is  aboue  our  ftregth. 
Efpecially  let  our  defiresand  paflions  giue  place  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Common-wealth, as  heretofore  and 

HermiM,wo  great  men  of  Magnefia,  delt  one  towards  an 
other.  Their  citie  being  befieged  by  MithruUtes,  & them- 
felues  hauing  before  been  at  great  ftrife  for  honor  & pre- 
heminence,  Cretes  offered  Hermioi  to  let  him  haue  the 
charge  of  captaine  generall,  in  the  meane  time  he  would 
depart  the  citie,or  if  he  had  rather  depart,  that  he  (hould 
leaue  that  office  to  him.  This  offer  he  made,  left  if  both  of 
them  (hould  be  together, their  ieloufie  might  breed  (ome 
mifehiefto  their  countrey.  Hdna/Vw  feeing  the  honeit  ot- 
fer  of  his  companion,  and  knowing  him  to  be  more  ex- 
pert in  feats  of  war,  willingly  furrendred  the  authority  of 
comandingvnto  him. Now  to  end  our  prefent  difcourle, 
let  vs  learne  to  know  their  outragious  folly, who  for  ima- 
cinariehonors,and  thofe  of  fo  fmal  continuance,that  the 
wife  ma  comparcth  them  to  fmoke  difperfed  of  the 
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defire  nothing  more  than  to  run  out  the  race  of  their  days 
in  continuall  miferies  and  calamities,  trauels  and  cares, 
depriiiing  thcmfeiues  of  all  libertie,  and  which  is  worfe, 
pawning  their  foules  to  an  eternall  and  molt  miferable 
thraldome.  Thus  let  vs  detefi:  ambition,  which  is  an  infi- 
nite euil  and  companion  of  pride,  fo  much  hated  of  God 
and  men . Let  vs  confider  a little  that  point  of  Philofophy 
which  we  find  written  by  Traian  to  Platarke,  I enute  (fayd  Traians  letter 
this  good  prince)  Cincinnatm^  Serpio  AfricantUyOMd Marens  toPbicarkc. 
fortius,  more  for  their  contempt  of  offices^  than  for  the  viElories 
rvhich  they  hane  gotten : bicaafe  a conqueror  is  for  the  moH  part  in 
fortunes  power, but  the  contempt  andrefujall  of  offices  and  honours 
confiieth  onely  inprudenceiLctys  marke  well  the  example  of 
the  emperor  F/auiusFeJpaf anus, who  being  admOniOied  by 
his  friends  to  beware  of  one  Metius  Tompofanus,  (bicaufe  Vefpajianus, 
it  was  a common  rumor  that  he  fliould  one  day  be  empe- 
ror) was  fo  farre  from  procuring  him  any  harme  or  diC- 
pleafurCjOr  from  hating  or  enuying  him, (as  it  is  the  pro- 
pertie  of  ambitious  men,  to  feare  abouc  all  things  leaft 
theireftate  be  touched,  bicaufe  they  would  raigne  alone) 
that  contrary  wife  be  made  him  Confullthe  next  yeere. 

Whereat  his  familiar  friends  w'ondring,  and  difiwading 
him  from  it,  UHymeaningis  (quoth  he  to  them)  that  he 
Should  one  day  remember  this  good  turne.  Let  vs  alfb  propound 
to  kings  and  princes  that  fentence  of  Titus  the  emperor, 
who  making  a feaft  one  day  with  a cheerful  countenance 
to  the  contentation  of  euery  one,  in  the  ende  of  the  ban- 
quet firake  himfelfe  on  the  breft  at  the  table,  and  fetched 
a great  figh  withall : Wherupon  his  fauorites  demanding 
the  caufe  why,  I cannot  (quoth  he)  ksepe  my  fi/fefrom  fghing  a notable  fay 
and  complain  wg^hen  I call  to  mind  that  this  great  honor  whtchT^^^  of  Titus. 
haue,dependeth  vpon  the  will  of  fortune : that  my  eflates  and  dig- 
nities are  Oi  it  were  in  fequeBration,  and  my  life  as  it  were  laid  in 
pawne  pledged  vnto  me.  Let  the  faying  of  that  good  prince 
Philip  king  ofMacedonia  be  well  noted  of  great  men, who  AnothcrofPhi- 
on  a day  falling  all  along  in  that  place  where  wreftling  was 
exercifed,  and  beholding  the  fafhion  of  his  body  printed 
intheduft,  ^oodLord  (quoth  he)  how  little  ground  muPlwe 

haue  ^ 
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hme  hy  ftoitirey  andyet  vpe  defire  all  the  habitable  world.  Accor- 
ding to  his  example  let  vs  all  humble  our  felues  in  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  our  imbccillitie  and  poore  humain  e- 
ftate,  and  let  vs  moderate  our  vnrulyaffedions  through 
the  contempt  of  thofe  things  which  worldly  men  defire 
and  feeke  after,  iudging  them  an  vnwoorthy  reward  for 
vertue.  Let  euery  one  of  content  himfeif  with  his  eftate 
and  calling, fo  that  it  tcndeth  to  the  right  end,namely,to 
jhis  glory  that  gaue  it  vnto  vs,  and  to  the  benefit  and  pro- 
fit of  his  creatures,  and  let  all  be  done  according  to  that 
meafure  of  graces  which  he  (hall  beftow  vpon  vs. 

/ 

OfZlolHptuoHpiesarjdLecherk,  Chap,22, 

A c H I-  A Mong  thofe  faults  which  men  commit, be- 
T o B . /Ji  ing  led  with  defire  and  pleafure  that  is  na- 
^ ^rurally  in  them,  we  noted  a little  before, 
luxurioufnes  and  whoredome.  But  bicaufe  we  then  refer- 
, ued  it  to  a more  ample  handling  of  Voluptuoufnes,  and 

of  a luftfull  life,which  is'the  chiefe  worke  therof,&  whofc 
defire  and  contentation  is  in  lecherie,  to  the  end  we  may 
the  better  difcouer  that  fugrcd  poifon,which  lurketh  vn- 
der  thefe  dcteftable  vices,  I am  of  opinion  that  we  muft 
begin  to  enter  into  this  large  field, fo  fruitfull  for  thornes 
and  thiftles,  which  to  ficke  eyes  many  tymes  feeme  faire 
blolToms  of fome  goodly  fruits:propounding  to  the  fight 
of  euery  one,the  nature  and  effcds  of  the  tyrannical  pow- 
er of  pleafure, a mortall  enemie  to  the  raigne  of  Vertue. 

A s E R.  Pleafure  (faith  TUto ) is  the  hooke  of  all  euils, 
bicaufemen  are  taken  thereby  as  fifii  by  a hooke  . For  it 
Pleafure  the  qucnchcth  the  light  of  the  foule,hindreth  all  good  coun- 
hookeofaii  fell,  and  through  inticements  turneth  men  afide  from  the 
cull  vertue,  throwing  them  downe  headlong  into  the 

gulfe  of  confufion, which  is  luxurioufnes  and  whoredom, 
a moft  wicked  & abominable  vice  aboue  all  others,  w her- 
by  all  vertue  is  hurt  and  offended. 

A M A N A . He  that  is  giuen  to  pleafure  (faith  Cicero) 

- iudgeth 
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iudgeth  all  things , not  according  to  reafon , but  accor- 
ding to  fence, efteeming  that  beft,  which  moft  delighteth 
him : fo  that  he  eafily  futfreth  himfelfe  to  be  kindled  with 
the  burning  fire  of  luxurioufneSjwhich  is  hiirtfiill  to  eue- 
rie  age, and  extinguilheth  old  age.  But  let  vs  hcarc  A k a m 
vpon  this  matter. 

Aram.  It  is  no  new  opinion,  that  many  iudging  ac- 
cording to  their  fenfuali  tie , and  being  altogither  igno- 
rant of  the  true  nature  and  immortality  of  the  foule,haue 
placed  their  foueraigne  Goodin  plcafure,and  in  theenioy- 
ingof  thofc  things-which  moft  of  all  tickle  the  fences.^-  who  they  were 
rfj^/ppf&f  and  all  the  Cynn^iiks, SpicHrHSyMetrodorus^ChryJtp-  thacpiaccd 
and  many  others,  whofalfly  tooke  vnto  thcmfelues  wfn^pUafiac. 
the  nameofPhilofophers,laboured  toprooueit  by  many 
arguments, cloking  their  wickednes  with  graue  and  loftie 
words/aying ; that  none  could  perfedly  attaine  to  plea- 
fure, except  he  were  vertuous  and  wife. But  that  which  Ci- 
cero aileadgeth  againft  them , is  fufficient  to  difeouer  the 
maske  of  their  impudencie , and  toconuince  them  of  ly- 
ing : -namely,that  we  mufl  not  limply  looke  to  mens  fay- 
ings,butconfider  whether  they  agree  in  their  opinions. 
Forlmwisit  poliible,  that  he  which  placeth  his  chiefe 
Goodin  the  pleafure  of  the  bodie , and  in  neuer-feeling 
griefe,{liould  make  account  of,  orimbrace  vertue,  which 
is  an  enimie  to  delights  and  pleafures,  and  commandeth 
vs  rather  to  fuffera  cruell  and  dolorous  death,  than  to 
Bart  afide  againft  dutie  ? It  is  certaine,  that  he  which  pla- 
ceth his  chiefe  Goodin  pleafure,  hath  no  regard  to  do  any 
thing  but  for  his  priuateproht Whereby  he  declareth 
fufiRciently,  thathe  careth  notatallforvertue,  efpecially 
iuftice,wdiich  commandeth  nothing  fo  much,  as  toleaue 
our  owne  particular  pleafure  and  profit , and  to  imbrace, 
though  with  our  perill  & lo{re,the  publike  welfare.  More- 
ouer,how  could  he  be  couragious,if  he  thought  that  grief 
were  the  extreameft  and  greateft  euill;  or  temperate,  fiip- 
pofing  pleafure  to  be  perfed  felicitie  ? Belides,  what  can 
be  more  ynbefeeming  man , appointed  for  all  great  and 
excellent  things,  than  to  take  that  for  his  chiefe  good, 

whereof 
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whereof  brute  be^ttes  haue  better  part  than  we,  and  to 
leaue  the  care  of  that  which  is  diuine  and  immortal  in  vs, 
to  attend  to  that  which  is  mortall  and  fubied  to  corrup- 
tion ? Eutthefeerronious  and  falfe  opinions, being  con- 
trarie  to  themfelues,  are  fo  abfurd  and  full  of  blockiih  ig- 
norance, that  we  neede  not  here  loofe  much  time  in  con- 
futing them, and  conuincing  them  of  lies.  Notwithftan- 
ding,tt  being  fo  common  a thing  with  men , to  imbrace 
pleafure  as  the  principall  end  of  their  adions,  bicaufe  na- 
turally they  defire  pleafure, and  (hun  griefe ; it  will  be  ea- 
fie  for  vs  to  fliew,that  ignorance  only  guidcth  them,when 
being  depriued  of  the  knowledge  of  that  (jo^^^^which  is  to 
be  wiihed  for , and  is  pleafant  and  acceptable,  they 
after, through  an  euill  choice,the  greateft  mifchiefe 
I meane  pleafure , vnfeparably  followed  of  griefe,  which 
men  labour  moft  of  all  to  efchew  . Let  vs  then  fee  what 
pleafure  is , and  what  fruites  (he  bringeth  with  hir.  Vo- 
luptuoufnes  orpleafure  ( faith  is  properly  called 

that  delight,  which  mooueth  and  tickleth  our  f^ces, 
which  fiideth  and  flippeth  away , and  for  the  moft  part 
leaueth  behind  it  occafions  rather  of  repentance,  than  ot 
calling  it  again  to  remembrance.  For  many  through  wic- 
ked and  vnnecelfarie  pleafure  haue  fallen  intogreat  dil- 
eafes,  receiued  great  Ioffes,  and  fuffred  many  ^proches. 
It  alwaies  (faith  PA^r^^^bringeth  dainage  and  lone  to  man, 
ineendring  in  his  mind  forow,  fottiflines,  forgetf nines  ofc 
prudence,  and  infolencie . Wherefoeuerfweete  is  (faith 
A^tipho)  there  prefently  followeth  fowre.  Forvoluptu- 
oufnes  neuer  goeth  alone,  but  is  alwaies  accomjpanied 
with  forow  and  griefe . Pleafure  (faith 
mens  bodies, mollifieng  them  daily  through  delights^he 
continuall  vfe  of  which  mortifieth  their  vigor , and  diflol- 
ueth  their  ftrength , from  whence  abundance  of  difeajes 
proceedeth , fo  that  a man  may  fee  in  youth  the  begin- 
nings of  the  weakenesofold  agc.Voluptuoufnes  is  acru- 
ellbeaft,  making  men  hir  flaiies,  and  chaining  them  (as 
Sofhocles  faith)  with  diamond  chaines . She  is  fo 
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more  odious,  by  howmuch  the  more  fiie  hidetli  hir  ve- 
nom , putting  vpon  hir  the  garment  of  good  liking,  be- 
traying vertuCjand  killing  a man  euen  when  (lie  flattereth 
him.  When  pleafures  come  (faith  tyafmtu ) they  hatter  v5r 
with  a difguired  vifage,  and  when  they  depart,  the)'  leaue 
vs  full  of  forow  and  fadnes  . Which  Xenophon  very  wittily  Theriindr\r 
deuifed  vnder  the  name  of  Hercules^  faying:  that  as  he  vkl^Tidve^ 
went  one  day  into  the  fields,  in  a certaine  threefold  high-  tuemadeto 
way  he  met  Vertue  and  Vice , both  of  them  being  in  the 
fliape  and  apparell  of  women  . Vice  being  clothed  in  a 
ftately , delicate , gorgeous  and  lafeiuious  gowne,  with  a 
finding,  painted,  and  coloured  countenance , which  did 
woonderfull  allure  by  reafonof  thefweetnes  andflouri- 
fliing  beautie  that  feemed  to  be  in  it,  offred  her  felfc  fud- 
denly  vntothe  faid faying  : that  if  he  would  fol- 
low hir , (lie  would  caufe  him  to  lead  his  w'hole  life  in  de- 
light and  pleafure.  But  Vertue  with  a forow^full,leane,and 
difmaied  face, and  clad  with  a long  and  plaine  robe,with- 
out  any  decking  of  hir  fpeech,  vfed  thefe  words ; If  thou 
wilt  come  to  me  Hercules , thou  (halt  be  indued,  not  with 
bodilie  ornaments,  nor  with  vading  and  vaniOiing  beau- 
tie,  but  with  certaine  other  riches  which  arc  more  w'orth, 
andindure  for  cuer . For  whofoeuer  beleeueth  me,forfa- 
king  that  which  feemeth  faire,&  cleaning  to  thofe  things 
which  outwardly  appeereauftere  and  hard,  he  receiucth 
in  the  end  an  eternall  felicitie.  Let  vs  vncloth  voluptuous 
men  ('faith  PlutarkJ  and  confider  their  doings . They  arc 
drunkards,  whoremongers,  fiuggifli  in  all  waightie  mat- 
ters , negleding  the  benefit  of  the  Common-wealth,  of 
their  parents  and  of  their  friends  . But  of  all  kind  of  vo- 
fuptuoufnes,  Lecherie  is  moft  defiled,filthy,vile,and  per- 
nitious, whereof  efpecially  we  are  now  to  difeourfe, being 
properly  called  of  the  Philofophers  a furious  paffion , whatuhorc- 
which  corrupteth  the  fence  of  man,  and  a burning  fire 
that  confumeth  him  . All  vnmeafurable  pleafure,  which 
men  take  by  their  fiue  fences , is  vile  and  difhoneft : but 
the  Grecians  after  a fpeciall  manner  called  thofe  men  in- 
continent and  immoderate,  who  exceeded  in  tailing  and 

touching. 
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touching.  And  Wfpoerates  faid,that  he  fuppofed  copulati- 
on tobeapartofthacfouledifeafe,whichwecalltheEpi- 
lepfie  or  falling  ficknes.  And  truly  there  is  nothing  more 
certaine,  than  that  immoderate  vfeof  the  venereous  aft 
fpoilcth  beautie,  defileth  the  bodie,  drieth  it  vp^and  cau- 
fethittoftinke,  maketh  the  face  pale,  wanne or  yellow, 
weakneth  the  members  and  ioints,  ingendreth  Sciaticke 
ooutes,collick  paflfions.griefes  of  the  ftomacke,  giddmes 
of  the  head, or  dimnes  of  fight, the  leprofie  and  pocks.  It 
Ihottneth  life,taketh  away  the  vnderftanding,  darkeneth 
the  memorie,  and  as  the  Prophet  Ofey  faith  , taketh  away 
the  hart.Moreouer,how  odious  all  whoredome  ought  to 
bevntovs,  fo  that  it  be  not  fo  much  as  once  nameda- 
mongftvs,  theonely  curfe  that  is  laidvponitof  God, 
ought  futhciently  to  perfuade  vs , feeing  thereby  he  con- 
demneth  it  both  with  temporall  and  with  eternail  death. 
But  wehaue  befidcs,  manygoodlie  fentenccs  and  nota- 
ble examples  of  Ethnicks  and  Pagans,  and  namely  of  the 
iuftpuniihment,  which  for  the  moil  part  followed  this 
deteftableVice  hard  at  the  heeles,and  which  ought  to  Ihr 
Vs  vp  to  hate  it , and  to  die  from  it  with  all  our  might, ef- 
pecially  when  adulterie  is  ioined  therwith,which  is  when 
the  facred  knot  of inariage  is  violated  and  broken . Con- 
cupifeenceffaith  changeth  mens  bodies,  and 

breedeth  madnes  in  their  foules.The  end  thereof  is  luxu- 
rioufneSjfrom  whence  proccede  a thoufand  wrongs,  vio- 
lences,incefts,  murders,  poifonings,  and  innumerable  o- 
ther  impieties. Is  it  not  then  a figne  of  great  loofenes  and 
bafenes  of  mind,  for  amantofubieef  himfelfe  tocarnad 
concLipifcences,  which  are  difordcred  defires  contrarie 
to  reafon,  and  whofe  office  andpradifeis  tochufe  e- 
uillfor  good  ? Letvsheere  giueeareto  Socrates 
tionwith  Enthydemm,  being  very  fit  for  our  prefent  mat- 
ter.Tell  me  O EHthydemHs.id.oQ,^  thou  thinke  that  libertie 
is  a good,great,  and  profitable  pojfeffion,  whether  it  be- 
longeth  either  to  a man, or  to  a eitic  Veric  great,  fhe re- 
fore  whofoeuer  feruetl?-  the  pieafures  and  vnbndeled  de- 
files of  the  bodie,ro  that  for  loue  of  thgm  he  cannot  exe- 
cute 
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cute  that  which  he  khoweth  to  be  very  good,  Doefl  thou 
thinke  thatheisfree  ? No.  Jt  may  be  thou  iudgeltit  a 
thing  woorthy  a free  man  to  be  able  to  put  in  pradife 
1 whatfoeuerhetaketh  to  be  good, and  contrary  wife,  to  be 

I hindred  from  fo  doing, CO  be  feruile  and  flauiih.  So  it  is. 

I Thou  beleeueft  then  that  no  incontinent  men  are  free. 

Yea  truly, and  that  iuftly.Thinkeft  thou  that  incontinent 
men  are  hindred  fro  doing  that  which  is  honelf^  or  com- 
pelled to  commit  vicious  things  ? I thinke  they  are  as 
much  compelled  to  do  the  one,  as  hindered  from  pradi- 
i fing  the  other.  But  what  maiders  doeft  thou  thinke  them 
to  be, who  forbid  well  doing,  and  conftraine  men  to  em- 
brace euill  ? In  good  truth, very  wicked.  Anddoeft  thou 
not  thinke  that  bondage  of  all  others  niofl:  troublefome, 
when  one  feructh  moil  wicked  and  naughtie  maifters 
Yea.  Then  incontinent  men  are  of  all  others  mod  mife- 
rable,of  what  eftate  or  condition  foeuer  they  be.  Befides, 

I he^that  neuer  thinketh  vpon  goodnes,  but  feeketh  by  all 
means  to  fulfill  his  vntamed  defires  of  pleafure  and  iulf, 
hathnomore  vfeofreafon,  than  beads  haue  . This  wife 
Philofopher  teacheth  vs  fufflciently  how  hurtfull  and  per- 
nitious  a thing  it  is  to  fufier  the  defires  of  the  flelh  to 
raigne  in  vs,confidering  that  they  draw  vs  vehemently  to 
the  pradife  of  them,  to  our  owne  defirudion  : efpeciaily 
whoredom,  which  bringeth  with  it  all  kind  of  mifehiefc  ^ho!edom.^ 

dilfolueth  and  w^cakneth  the  body,  and  offendeth  all  the 

vertues  and  goods  of  the  fouled  Through  hir  it  com- 
meth  that  men  abafe  themlllues  fo  lowe  , as  to  fub- 
mit  both  their  bodies  and  foules' to  the  incondant 
will  and  vnrulie  defire  of  a foolifii  woman  , For  we 
feefonie  men  fo  be  witched  with  a harlot,  that  if  needs 
be,  and  d:iecommaundit,  they  will  hazard  their  honour 
and  credit,  and  oftentimes  make  themfelues  an  example 
to  a whole  country  vpon  an  open  fcafibld.  And  then  they 
labor  to  couer  their  folly  with  this  goodly  name  of  Loue, 
which  is  better  termed  oiEuripdesh^  the  name  of Furie  & 
madnesin  men.  For  true  & good  lone,  which  is  the  foun- 
tain of  friedfliip^is  alwais  grounded  vpo  vertuc5&  rendeth 

to 
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to  that  endc ; but  this  (lipperie  and  loofe  loue,  is  a defire 
founded  vpon  the  opinion  of  a which  in  deede  is  a 
iiioft  pernitious  euil . And  if  adulterie  follow  vp6  it(which 
according  to  is  a curious  inquirie  after  another 

The  miferabie  lyjans  louc)  the  vicc  is  two  fold  motc  deteftable  and  vvic- 
^ffcasof  Adni.  ^hat  he  which  coramitteth  it,  feeketh  againft 

all  dutie  of  nature  to  take  away  another  mans  honor  and 
reputatio,  fpoileth  him  of  that  which  he  accounteth  molt 
precious,  namely,  of  the  loue  and  friendlhip  of  his  wife, 
breaketh  tlie  peace  of  a houfe,caufeth  the  wife  to  loofe  hir 
foule,  who  otherwife  peraduenture  would  not  haue  yc^jf 
dedjifhe  had  not  corrupted  hir.  In  a word,  it  is  the  caufe 
of  infinite  miferies  & offences  which  we  daily  fee  come  to 
pafle.  Amongthc  Auncients  this  vice  was  fo  odious,  that 
it  was  narowly  fought  out,  and  chafticed  with  very  grie- 
uous  puniQiments.In  fo  much  x!t\zx. luliPt^  C<tfar  caufed  one 
of  his  captains  to  be  beheaded,  bicaufe  he  had  diflionou- 
redthe  miftrefle  of  the  houfe  where  he  lodged,  not  Hay- 
ing vntill  oneaccufedhim,  and  without  any  complaint 
made  vnto  him  by  hir  husband.  There  was  a law  among 
' the  Z/i^cr/Vz/^j’jeftablifhed  by  which  condemned  all 

p^STauUerfe.  thofe  that  were  conuided  of  this  vice  of  adulterie,to  haue 
their  eyes  puld  out.  This  lawe  was  afterward  fo  well  kept, 

that  Iiisfonne  being  taken  with  the  fad,  and  all  the  peo- 
ple intreating  for  him , Zdeticpts  would  neuer  fuffer  the 
puniihment  to  be  any  thing  ielfened  . And  yet  to  fatifhe 
their  importunitie  in  feme  fortjhe  caufed  one  of  his  own, 
and  another  of  his  fonnes  eyes  to  be  plucked  out,  chu- 
fing  rather  to  beare  halfe  the  punifliment  allotted  for  the 
o{fence,than  that  it  fhouldremaine  vnpunifhed,&  thehw 
Tiiciawofiu-  violated.  C^far  made  the  law  7////^,  intituled  of 

Jia  againft  ad-  ^dultertes,  wlietein  is  declared,  howprocelle  ought  to 
akerers.  procccd  agaiiift  thofc  that  are  attainted  of  it,  and  how 
fuch  as  are  conuided  thereof  are  to  be  puniflied,  cuen  to 
permit  the  father  to  kill  his  daughter  being  taken  iu  the 

fadwiththeadultcrer.After  that was  flam  ' 

by  his  wife  through  trecherie,  totheendethat  (lie  might 
haue  greater  libertie  to  commit  adulterie,  one  of  his  y 
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get  fons  whe  he  came  to  age  flew  his  mother  with  the  ad- 
ulterer,& wasiabfolued  therof  by  the  Senate.We  read  alfo  ThepuDifin. 
that  the  left  punifhment  vfed  by  the  Egyptians  againft  ad-  mcntofadul. 

^ iilterers,  was  to  cut  off  the  womas  nofe,  & the  priuy  parts  m^ng  thcEgyp.- 

I of  the  man.  Briefly,  we  (hall  find, that  in  all  nations  where 

; honor  and  ciuilitic  is  neiier  fo  little  regarded,  this  vice  of 
j adulterie  hath  been  grieuoufly  puniflied,  and  greatly  ha- 
' ted  of  all  noble  minds.  Herein  the  example  of  Alexander 

is  woorthy  to  be  remembred,  who,  when  a woman  was  Alexander ha^ 
brought  vnto  him  one  euening,  demanded  of  hir  why  fhc 
came  fo  late : to  whom  (lie  anfwcrcd,  that  flie  ftayed  vntill 
hir  husband  was  gone  to  bed.  Which  he  nofooner  heard, 
but  he  fent  hir  away,  being  very  angry  with  his  men,  bi- 
cauft  they  had  almoft  caufed  him  to  commit  adultery.He 
would  not  fo  much  as  touch  his  friends  Concubine,  al- 
though he  loued  hir  : and  he  tooke  on  wonderfully  with 
Cajfander,bic2i\x{e  he  would  by  force  kifle  a minftrels  maid. 

So  farre  off  was  he  from  beyng  willing  tofuffer  his  cour- 
iers to  force  any  wiues  or  daughters  of  his  fubieds,  or  to 
induce  them  to  fuborne  any  for  him  . But  contrary  wife, 
wefeenowadayes,  that  they  are  moftefteemed  of  great 
men  whofe  skill  isgreateft  in  corrupting  of  women.  An^  Anthonie  duke 
tomHsFenereH^dwkto^WQmcQ  may  be  vnto  them  an  ex- 
ample  worthy  to  be  folowed,  who  caufed  his  owne  fonne 
tociieinprifon,bicaufehehadraui(hcdamaid.  But  let  vs 
notea  litle  theeye  witnefles  of  Gods  wrath,  who  neuer,or  Tefiimonicsof 
very  feldomefufireth  whoredome  to  go  without  prefent  whore-' 

payment  meete  for  fuch  peruerfe  wickednes.  The  reading  dome. 
of  holy  Scriptures  doth  furnifh  vs  with  notable  examples, 
in  the  death  of  foure  and  twentie  thoufand  Ifraelites  for  ' 

whoredome:  in  the  punifhment  of  thefamefinnecom-  Oauidwasin 
mitted  bv  with  the  death  of  more  than  threefcore  ^eopie^:!  at! 

thoufand  men  in  Ifrael : in  the  punifliment  of  the  fame  pecrcth,j.sam. 
finne  in  Salomon  vpon  his  fonne,  who  was  depriued  of  ten  j ^ 

parts  of  his  kingdome:  in  the  ouerthrow  of  the  Cities  of  * 

Sodomah  and  Goniorrah,and  in  many  other  places.  Whe  Gen.i^. 
Sathan  feeketh  for  a readie  way  to  caufe  men  to  fall,  he 
commonly  vfeth  whoredom. When  "Balaam  taught 
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that  fubtill  praaife  to  caufe  the  Ifraelites  to.  commit  ido- 
latries itwasby  meanesof  thefaire  women  of  his  coun- 
trey,  thereby  to  caufe  them  to  fall  into  the  wrath  and  in- 
, dienationofGod.Concerning  hiftories  written  by  men, 

the  number  of  examples  of  Gods  wrath  vpon  whore-  ^ 
mongers  is  infinite, of  which  we  will  heere  alleadge  fome, 
making  mention  ofviolentpunilhments,  and  of  the  de- 
priuation  and  fubucrfion  of  flourinfing  efiates , which 

haue  proceeded  from  the  fame  caufe  of  whoredomCj^And 

The  danger  that  ^ ft  is  more  dangetous  for  a Prince  in  regard  or  his  c- 

ftat^  than  any  other  vice , yea  than  crueltie  it  felfe . For 
ofaPlince.  crueltic  iiiaketh  men  fcarefull,and  ftriketh  a terror  in  the 
fubieftSjbut  whoredome  draweth  with  it  hatred  and  ex- 
tern pt  of  the  Prince  ibicaufeeuery  oneiudgcthan  ette- 

minate  man  vnwoorthie  to  command  a whole  people. 
Tarqmmm.  r^rqHinins  king  of  Rome  , for  his  loftines  furnamed  the 
proud, was  depriued  of  his  kingdome,  bicaufe  of  the  vio- 
lence which  one  Of  his  fonnes  offered  to  Lucrem,  aKo- 
maneLadie  . And  although  he  gathered  togither  great  • 
forces,thinking  thereby  to  reenter  into  his  eltate , yet  he 
could  neuer  attaine  therunto.Since  which  time  the  name 
of  a king  hath  beene  fo  odious  among  the  Romanes,thM 
they  would  neuer  fuffer  any  to  beare  that  title  amongft 
them,  but  from  that  time  forward,  changed  the  gouern- 
ment  of  a Monarchieinto  aDemocraty  or  popular  eftate, 
abolifliing  all  lawes  appertaining  to  a king  I.  Inplaceot 

which  they  fent  to  the  Athenians  for  Solons  lawes,  which 
afterward  were  obferued  by  the  Romanes, and  called  tM 
lawes  of  the  twelueTables . Affitu  CUudtpu,  one  O' 

T ten  that  had  all  authoritie  in  the  gouernment  of  the  Ro- 

raane  efiate,  bicaufe  he  would  haue  ramfhed  Ftrgm^y 
daughter  to  Firginiuj  a Citizen  of  Rome,  who  flew  hir  to 

faue  hir  honor,  was  banilhed  with  all  his  companions  in 

that  office,and  their  manner  of  gouernment  changed  in- 
to the  authoritie  of  Confuls  . What  was  like  to  haue  be- 
■ fallen  that  mightie  C^ar,  after  he  had  conquered  France, 

■ Almaigne,  England,  Spaine,  Italy,  andsP»w;ejhimfelfe, 

butafhamcfulldeath,  by.reafoaofafoolifliloue,  which 
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cailfcd  him  to  go  into  Alexandria  in  difguiredapparell  to 
enioy  C/capaira,  where  an  Eunuch  and  a child  had  almoft 
flainc  him , if  he  had  notcaft  himfelfe  from  a high  tower 
into  the  fca , and  fofaued  himfelfe  by  fwimming  to  his 
campe  vnder  the  gallies  ofhis  cnimies  ? Temdez^tllus  king  Ttunde'^Uus. 
y of  Spaine  was, for  committing  violent  adulterie  with  a la- 
die  of  a noble  houfe,depriuedboth  of  life  and  kingdom. 

(JMarct44  Antonins CaracalU^m^zxoviV^  being caried away  Caracall:^ 
with  intemperate  luft,  mariedhis  mother  inlaw  : and 
within  a while  after  he  loft  both  his  empire  and  life.  Chil-  childericM. 
//mc/^the  firftof  that  name,  king  ofFrance,  after  he  had 
raigncd  along  time,  wasdriuen  out  ofhis  kingdome  for 
his  whoredome.  ^^^-jCountie of  Arminack,  mariedone  A^rminack^^ 
ofhis  owne  lifters,  and  being  therefore  excommunicated 
ofthe  Church  , was  depriued  ofhis  eftate  and  life  by  the 
Emperor  Charlemaigne . %odoaldm  king  of  Lumbardy  be-  Kodoaldw, 
ing  taken  in  adultery,  was  flain  by  the  womans  husband, 
whome  he  abufed.  Roderigo  king  of  Spaine,  was  depriued  Kodcrlgo. 
of  his  kingdome  and  life  by  the  Sarrafins,who  were  called 
in  by  an  earle  named  /ulia» , that  he  might  be  auenged  of 
his  king , who  had  forced  his  daughter . GaleMins  Maria  o/mS 
Dukeof  Millan  being  at  mafle,  was  flaine  by  a Citizen, 
who  ftroke  him  into  the  ftomack  with  a dagger , faining 
that  he  would  haue  fpoken  with  him  . The  chiefe  caufe 
heerof  was  for  a fufpition  which  he  hadconceiued,  that 
this  Prince  intertained  his  wife . In  the  time  of  Phiiip  the 
faire,king  ofFrance,two  knights  that  were  brothers,  na- 
med  d'Amoy.wQVQ  flaied  aliue  for  their  whoredomes  com- 
mitted with  a Q^eeneof  Nauarre,  and  with  the  Coun- 
tefle  of  March , daughter  to  the  Countie  of  Burgundie, 
which  twaine  alfo  were  condemned  to  perpetual!  prifon . 

Not  long  fince,  Peter  Lerv€sY>vkQO^  Placentia,  was  mur-  veter  Lewes, 
dred  for  his  incefts,and  incredible  whoredoms.  Among 
other  things , it  is  written  of  him,  that  he  forced  Cofmes 
Chert  bi(l:)op  of  Valentia,  whome  he  caufed  to  be  held  by 
his  men,and after  poifobedhim,  leafthe  ftiould  haueac- 
cufed  him  to  the  Emperour.  Alfo  not  long  ago,  the  cities 
of  Almendine  & Delmedinc,  were  cut  off  from  the  king- 
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The  whoredom 
of  Frenchmen. 


1 he  feourges 
:hat  France  eiv 
durcth. 


Good  counfell 
againft  whore- 
dome. 


OfVoIuptuoufnes 

dome  of  Fez, and  brought  vnder  obedience  to  the  Portin- 
galeSjbicaufe  a yoong  woman  was  taken  away  by  force 
from  hir  husband, by  the  Gouernor  of  them,  who  was  af- 
terwards flaine.e,/^^/^y^^/<^airo  king  of  Fez,was  murdered 
with  fixe  of  his  children  by  his  Secretarie , whofe  wife  he 
hadabufed.  Thisisfetdowneby  Z.f(?«inthedercription 
of  Africke . In  our  time,  and  euen  amongft  vs,  too  many 
Aich  examples  of  the  pernitious  fruits  of  whoredom  haue 
fallen  out.  Neuertheles,it  beareth  fuch  fway  in  thisdefo- 
late  France,  that  they  are  accounted  the  gallanted  men, 
who  are  the  greateft  pillers  of  w'horedome . Yea,the  grea- 
ter fort , that  ought  to  be  paternsof  chaftitie  to  others, 
are  bold  in  the  pradife  thereof , thinking  to  couer  their 
Qiame,  toclokeanddifguife  their  whoredome  with  the 
maskeofvertue,  accounting  it  a point  of  glorie  and  ho- 
nor to  be  the  chiefefl:  and  mod  expert  in  that  fchoole. 
But  let  vs  know  that  this  vifard  is  but  to  make  them  alto- 
gither  without  excufe  before  him^  from  whom  nothing 
can  be  hidden , and  who  abhorreth  all  malicioufnes  and 
diamelesimpudencie,  wherwith  whoremongers  fet  forth 
their  face.  And  feeing  that  he,whofe  mercieis  eridles,fup- 
plieth  the  want  and  infirmitie  of  his  creatures,this  vice  of 
whoredome  is  without  all  colour  of  excufe  before  hini, 
bicaufe  he  hath  giuen  vs  a holie  and  honourable  remedie 
againd  it, which  is  mariage,  permitted  to  euery  one , but 
yet  defpifed  of  all  whoremongers, to  their  ruine  and  eter- 
nall  confufion  . And  if  they  were  not  wholly  blinded 
through  continuance  in  vice, the  feourges  of  ciuill  warre, 
of  herefie,  of  famine,  and  of  rebellion,  which  Fraunce  at 
this  day  fuffereth, would  be  more  than  enough  to  vnfeele 
theireieSjthat  they  might  acknowledgethe  wrath  of  the 
Almightie,  readie  to  dedroy  them  both  bodie  and  foule. 
Therefore  let  vs  that  are  better  indruded  byourAcade- 
mie,learne  of  Socrates , that  a wife  man  ought  to  pafl'e  by 
pleafures  as  by  the  Syrens,  if  he  long  to  attaine  to  vertue, 
hismodhappie  countrey  and  dwelling  place  . And  for  a 
good  helpe  heerunto,  let  vs  take  the  counfell  of  SpiEletasy 
faying ; IVhen  thy  fbirite  is  drawne  with  fome  defre  of  p/eafarCf 

beware 
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beware  thou  tumble  not  into  fame  dewnefall:  and  meditate  a litle\ 
conjidering  diligently  ythat  after  thou  haft  beene  ouercome  of  flea* 
fare, there  remaineth  nothing  but  repentance , and  thy  hatreda^ 
gainft  thy  felfe.  Whereas  if  thou  abfiainefi , a ftedfafl  and  ajfured 
ioy  pojfeffeth  thy  hartyvhich  wholy  driueth away  forow . Thus  let 
vs  endeuor  to  decke  our  felues  with  puritie,  chafhtie,and 
vprightnesjhatine  in  fuch  fort  voluptuoufnes  and  leche- 
rie  (the  deere  and  coftlie  pleafure  whereof  paifeth  away 
asthewindc,  andleaueth  behind  it  a Qiamefull  remem- 
brance) that  following  the  will  of  our  law-maker, we  fliun 
all  diifolutenes  tending  that  way, whether  it  beimmodeft 
garments,  vnchaft  gefturcs  and  countenances,or  vile  and 
filthie  words,  which  may  induce  others  to  euill.  Let  vs  re- 
member in  good  time  what  oArchelaus,  a Greek  Philofo- 
pher  faid  to  a yoong  man  clothed  with  fuperfliious  appa- 
XtWythat  it  was  all  one  in  what  part  foeuer  of  his  bodie  he  declared 
his  vnchaBnetyand  that  it  was  euermore  to  be  condemned.BvLt  a- 
boueall  things  let  that  diuine  fentence  found  without 
ceafing  in  our  c^tcsyhat  no  whoremonger  hath  any  inheritance  i.Cor.^.^, 
inthektngdomeofleftisChrifi.  And  if,being  naturally  giucn  EpheHr.y. 
to  loue  pleafure,and  to  fcare  griefe,we  would  delight  our 
foule withaioythat  is  bothprofitableandpleafant : let 
vs  lift  it  vp  in  the  meditation  of  thofe  vnfpeakeable  and 
endles  riches , which  are  promifed  vnto  it  in  that'  happie 
immortalitie : and  fo  we  (hall  weaken  and  make  fruitles 
that  defire  of  worldlie  pleafure , which  is  borne  togither 
with  vs. 


Of  glorie,praife,hohor,andofpride.  Chap.  23. 

MEn  hauing  their  cies  couered  with  igno- 
rance,vfe  commonly  to  fay,  that  he  hath 
a great  loftie  and  noble  mind , who  afpi- 
reth  to  honors,eftats,riches,and  other  worldlie  vanities. 

Albeit  truly,if  we  narrowly  iooke  vnto  the  end  wherefore  The  iudgemene 
they  dirca  their  intents  and  adions  that  vvay,  we  lhail  fee  3°„7nobi“ 
nothing  els  in  them  but  a dclire  of  vaine-glorie  & praife,  «csofmind. 

R ii;  thereby 


^^6  Of  Gloiy,Praife,  Honor, 

thereby, to  feede  theirpride  and  naturall  paflions,  which 

are  fo  pernitious  in  the  foule,  that  if  they  be  not  ruled  by 
temperance  and  mediocritie,  and  grounded  vpon  vertue, 
which  is  the  fountain  of  honor,  they  will  bring  foorth  ve- 
ry dangerous  efteas.cleane  contrary  to  mens  defires.  , 

, A c H I T o,B.  They,  (faith  Seneca),  that  would  mal<e 
How  we  fl.ouia  choice  of  a happy  life,  muft  not  follow  the  fafliion  & ma- 
make  choice  of  ner  of  life  vfed  by  the  multitude  and  greateft  part  of  meti, 
ahappyiifc.  ^ ^Itogither  contrary  theruntoCAnd  this 

we  (liall  do,if  we  defpife  the  glory  .honor,  praife  and  pride 
of  the  world,  and  iudge  nothing  woorthy  to  be  cared  for 
of  vs.butonely  vertue.which  is  able  to  bring  vs  to  the  ful-  ( 
nefle  of  true  glory, and  oteuerlafting  felicitie. 

A s E R.  The  glory  (faith  Pindarus)  that  a man  taketh  to 
fee  himfelfe  in  honor  and  credite,  maketh  pains  to  feeme 
pleafant,  and  trauell  tollerable  . It  is  the  propertie  of  a 
Hone  (faith  Cicero ) not  to  haue  any  feeling  of  the  diffe- 
rence that  is  betweene  praife  and  difpraife ; but  it  belon- 
f geth  to  a wife  man  not  to  be  fo  mooued  with  all  thefe 

' things,  as  that  they  (liould  caufe  him  to  draw  backe  front 

duetie.  Let  vs  tha  heare  A m a n a difcourfe  more  at  large 
of  the  matter  which  is  here  propounded  vnto  vs. 

A M A N A.  Moftcertain-itis.that  commonly  nothing 

doi”  affedeth  a man  more  than  the  (joueting  of  glory, of  praife 

pffionsofthc  of  honor,  whereof  he  is  by  nature  defirous.  But  as  all 

'■  the  paflions  and  difeafes  of  the  foule  are  for  the  moft  part 

folowedwiththofeinconueniences,  which  men  pretend 
moftofalltoefchew,  fo  oftentimes  they  that  glaunce  at 
honor.as  if  that  were  vertue  it  felfe,  leaning  behind  them 
the  path  of  that  vertue  from  whence  honor  ought  to  pro- 
ceed.and  which  is  able  of  it  felfe  to  adorne  & decke  men, 

' fall  into  the  fame  reckoning  that 7ar««  did,  who  (as  the 

Poets  fay)  had  to  do  with  a cloud,  fuppofing  it  to  haue 
been  the  goddefle  whereupon  the  Centaures  were 
engendred.  Euen  fo  worldly  men  embracing  vaine-glory 

onely,  whichis  but'xfalfefbadow  of  true  vertue,  all  their 
doings  deferuefoifmallcomniendation,  that  if  they  were 

well  waied,  they  fliould  rather  be  found  worthy  of  blame 


and  of  Pride.' 

and  diflionor,  than  of  that  honour,  which  they  fb  greatly 
feeke  and  aske  after.  For  this  caufe  the  ancient  Romanes 
built  two  Temples  ioined  together,  the  one  being  dedi- 
cated to  Vertue,  and  the  other  to  Honor : but  yet  in  fiich 
fort,  that  no  man  could  enter  into  that  of  Honor,  except 
firft  he  pafled  through  the  other  of  Vertue. But  feeing  the 
way  of  vertue  is  fo  litle  frequented  at  this  day,no  maruell 
(as  Hejiodns  faith)  if  fo  great  a heape  of  wickednes  be  dif- 
perfed  through  the  world, that  all  (hame  and  honor  haue 
forfaken  and  abandoned  the  life  of  man.  Now  if  an  ho- 
neft  man  preferre  the  Ioffe  of  his  honor  before  his  owne 
life,  to  the  ende  he  be  none  of  thofe  that  content  them- 
felues  with  a deceitful  Idea  and  platforme,in  Bead  of  the 
thing  it  felf,Iet  himlearn-aboue  all  things  to  know  wher- 
in  true  glory  and  honor  c6nfift,  and  from  whence  he  may 
deferue  praife : which  firft  is  in  Goodnes  and  luftice : Se- 
condly, in  guiding  all  humane  adions  prudently  accor- 
ding to  duetie,comelines,and  honeftie.  Thefe  arc  the  on- 
ly meaties  to  getdurableandeternall  honour,  glory,  and 
praife;  which  always  folow  virtue  as  the  fhadow  doth  the 
body,haurhg  this  propertie  to  make  men  wife,  iuft,  good 
and  prudent,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  beft,  excellenteft, 
and  moftdiuinehabite  that  can  be  in  men,  which  is  the 
vprightnes  of  reafon  and  iudgement,  and  to  the  perfedi- 
on(next  after  God)of  the  reafonable  nature,which  is  fuch 
a difpofition  of  the  foule  as  eonfenteth  and  agreeth  with 
it  felfe.Therfore  that  goodnes  and  excellencie  which  pro- 
ceedeth  of  wifedome  and  good  inftriidion  is  the  firft  ftep 
to  come  to  honor, bicaufe  from  thatasfrom  aliuely  foun- 
tain floweth  euery  vertuousand  praife- woorthieadion, 
pradifed  by  a prudent  man.  For  (as  Cicero  faith)  no  man 
can  bcprudent,buthemuftncedsbegood.  Now  this  is 
cleane  contrary  to  the  common  opinion  of  thofe  that  run 
fo  fwiftly  now  adays  after  honor  and  reputation,who,be-- 
ing  ignorant  of  eucry  good  caufe  and  reafon,  and  hauing 
corrupt  and  wicked  conditions,imagine  in  their  mindes, 
that  fo  long  as  they  do  feme  ad  well  liked  of  great  men, 
and  for  which  they  may  be  noted  bur  by  them  to  be  men 
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of  va}ure,m^king  good  penywoorths  of  their  skin, and  of 
’ their  conrcien(;e  aifo,whether  it  be  in  fight,  or  in  the  exe- 
cution of  fom^  other  commandement  oftheirs,  they  flial 
haue  caufe  to  thinks  themfelues  worthy  of  great  honour, 
and  to  be  preferred  before  other  men  . For  they  fuppofe 
that  honor  ought  to  be  meafured  by  that  good  wil  and  li- 
king which  men  conc^iuc  of  the,  although  they  thefelues 
be  moft  wicked,  and  not  by  the  triall  of  the  worke  whe- 
ther it  be  good  or  euil  in  it  felfe.But  I wonder  at  their  fol- 
lic.  For  feeing  they  haue  no  goodnelfe  in  them,  how  can 
they  iudge  what  ought  to  be  done  or  left  vndone,  accor- 
ding to  eqiiitie  and  iuftice  ? And  what  honor  wil  they  de- 
ferue  in  all  their  a(5tions,4>dng  guided  onely  with  a defire 
of  worldly  glory  ,whicb  Q,%Qjnntilian  faith)  is  the  chiefe  & 
principal  euil  ?;Do  not  ^h^a^lfo  propound  to  themfelues 
as  a recompence  of  tfieirpainc  and  trauell,  aduancement 
to  high  eftates  and  dignities,that  they  may  the  betteren- 
ioy  worldly  pleafures?  Whereby  they  become  flaucs  to 
mortall  goods  and  riches  all  their  life  time,  and,depriuc 
themfelues  of  that  precious  libertie  of  the  foul,  for  which 
a noble  hart  ought  to  fight  & to  fuffer  death . But  a goodi 
man  adornejd  with  goodnes  and  iuftice^,propbundeth  vn- 
The  Whttcat  to  himfclfe  a farre  other  end.  For  admiring  nothing  but 
feeketh  not  to  be  honored  but  in  obeying  hir, 
* in  following  hir  fteps,  and  in  referring  all  his  doings  to 
the  infallible  rule  thereof.  Heknoweth  {2iS  Seneca  hyth) 
that  glory  is  to  be  followed,  not  to  be  defired  : that  it  is 
gotten  by  fuch  a noble  courage  as  meafureth  al  things  by 
confcience,  not  doing  any  thing  for  oftentation  and  va- 
nitie . The  price  and  reward  which  he  expedeth  in  this 
life  for  euery  laudable  a'dion,is  to  haue  done  it : and  yet 
he  depriueth  not  himfelfe  of  glory,  which  remayneth  im- 
mortal vnto  him  among  good  men  for  his  iuft  & vertuous 
deedes , neither  careth  he  at  all  what  the  wicked  or  igno- 
rant fort  think  or  fpeake  of  him.Hauing  layd  this  ground 
and  foundation  of  all  his  intents  and  purpofes,  he  loo- 
keth  not  to  the  moft  beaten  way,  nor  to  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things,  that  he  might  apply  himfelfe  to  the  tyme,  as 

though 
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though  he  feared  that  he  fhould  be  left  behind,  but  defi- 
reth  rather  to  abide  vnknovvn  in  his  fimplicitie,than  with 
the  hurt  and  detriment  ot  his  foule,  to  intrude  himfclfe  a- 
mongthe  greateft  . And  if  he  vndertake,  or  execute  any 
thing, he  hath  iuftice  and  prudence  alwaies  for  his  guids; 
and  then  neither  fearenor  danger  is  able  to  driue  him 
from  his  determinate  purpofe,which,howfoeuer  it  falleth 
out, is  alwaies  noleffe  woorthie  of  honor  and  praife,than 
their  a^lions,  who  do  nothing  but  forworldlie  glorie, 
deferue  blame  and  difpraife,  which  they  feare  moft  of  all, 
and  labor  to  auoid.True  it  is, that  thefe  men,  who  ambiti- 
ouflyfecke  after  vaine  glorie  and  greatnes,  may  fayvnto 
me,that  things  go  farre  otherwife  than  I fpeake  of,  and 
that  their  doings,  who  apply  themfeluesto  the  pleafure 
and  liking  of  the  greater  fort,  without  fparing  their  Hues, 
areas  much  extolled,  as  the  others  that  refped:  thevp- 
rightnesofcaufesjare  fetlightby  and  contemned  . ButI 
anfwerthem  againe,thatit  is  thedutie  ofa  prudent  man,  Thcmagcmcne 
rather  to  feare  the  iudgement  and  opinion  of  a few  wife  ofthcbcft,not 
men,than  of  an  ignorant  multitude.  Neither  ought  he  to 
leaue  his  conceiued  purpofes  grounded  vpon  reafon  for 
the  praife  of  men. For  they  that  do  otherwifc,declare  eui- 
dently , that  they  Hue  not  but  for  the  world , hauing  no 
care  of  the  principall  and  chiefe  end  of  their  being . B/off 
compared  fuch  men  very  fitly  to  velTels  with  two  handles, 
which  are  eafily  caried  by  the  eares  whetherfoeuer  a man 
will.  So  thefe  men  being  praifed  and  much  made  of,  vn- 
dertake all  things  boldly ; yea,thc  burning heate  of glory 
oftentimes  carieth  them  fo  farre,  that  they  praife  & com- 
mend their  owne  doings  to  no  purpofe.  Which  is  fo  vn- 
feemelie  a thing  (as  ^riUotle  faith)that  it  is  more  blamc- 
woorthie  than  lying,  which  commonly  gocth  with  it, and 
isalfoagrcat  argument  of  an  inconftant  mind.  But  as 
7//ft^r^faith,the  more  reafon  a man  hath  gotten  by  Phi- 
lofophie,the  more  he  loofeth  of  his  pride  andarrogancie, 
and  they  that  haue  nothing  before  their  eies,  whereunto 
they  afpire , but  vertuc  and  dutie  ouely,  vfe.the  occafion, 
time, and  fcqucle  of  their  affaires,  without  caring  for  any 
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other  praife  than  that  which  proceedeth  from  the  nature, 
iudgement  and  confent  of  all  good  men . It  is  true,  that 
fometime  it  is  tollerable  in  good  men , yea  neceflarie  for 
the  benefit  of  others , to  commend  themfelues  in  fomc 
fort,by  fpeaking  of  themfelues  to  their  aduantage . As  if 
laboring  to  be  beleeued,  werendred  areafon  ofourver- 
tueand  goodnesby  our  former  effeds,  that  fo  hauing 
meanes  to  continue>our  vertuous  adions  to  the  benefit 
of  many, we  may, as  it  were  againft  their  wils,worke  their 
fafetie,  and  compell  thofe  mentoreceiue  a good  turne, 
who  (hun  all  occafions  thereof . This  caufed  ThemiHocles 
to  vfe  thofe  fpeeches  in  the  Councell  of  the  Athenians, 
whome  he  pcrcciued  to  be  wearie  of  him  . Opoore  men 
(quoth  he  to  them)  why  do je  of  tentime  sreceme  benefits  of  the 
fame  parties And  another  time  he  vfed  thefe  words./»  rai- 
nie  and flormie  weather  ye  hane  reconrfe  to  me, as  to  the  felt  er  of 
A tree,  but  when  faire  weather  returneth , ye  fnatch  euery  one  a 
branch, as  ye pafje  by . Homer  bringeth  in  NeBor  rehearfing 
his  prowes  and  valiant  ads,  to  incourage  Vatroclm  & the 
other  nine  knights  to  vndertakc  the  combat  againft  Hi?- 
Uor  man  to  man.Moreouer,exhortation  hauing  the  tefti-^ 
nionie  of  works  readie  at  hand,and  examples  ioined  with 
the  pricke  of  emulation,  are  finely , and  woonderfully 
whetteth  men  on  : yea  they  bring  togither  with  courage 
and  affedion,hope  of  abilitie  to  attaine  to  the  end  of  that 
thing,whichis  perceiued  not  to  beimpolfible.Butin  this 
cafe, as  in  euery  other  adion,let  vs  aboue  al  efehew  pride^ 
hated  of  God  and  men , and  the  caufe  of  the  corruption 
and  tranfgreflion  of  mans  nature.  Yea,it caufeth that 
worke  to  become  wicked, which  of  it  felf  is  good  : fo  that 
humble  fubmilfion  is  better  than  the  proud  boafting  of 
our  good  deedes,  which  caufeth  a proud  man  oftentimes 
to  fall  into  more  deteftable  vices  than  he  was  in  before. 
Now  in  requiring  firft  and  chieflie  thofe  praifes  that  pro- 
ccede  of  bountie  and  iuftice , my  meaning  is  not  that  we 
fliould  contemne,  but  rather  fearch  diligently  after  thofe 
that  procure  vnto  vs  immortall  glorie  by  noble  and  cou- 
ragious  ads,  prouided  alwaies  that  they  paffe  not  the 
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bounds  ofequkieandiuftice.  For  otherwife  they  cannot 
butfalfly  be  called  u^orks  of  fortitude  and  generofitie,  as 
heerafterin  our  difcourfes  vpon  thefe  vertues  we  may  vii- 
derftandmore  at  large.  Therefore  it  is  theieloufie  of  glo- 
rie  gotten  by  vertue , after  the  examples  of  our  predecef- 
fors  that  liued  well,  which  ought  topricke  forward  euery 
noble  hart,  to  build  for  hirnfelfe  an  eternall  monument 
through  heroicalldecdes,  when  dutie  and  reafoninuite 
vs  thereunto.  Thus  did  that  good  and  valiant  captaine 
Mmathias  behaiie  hirnfelfe , who , denying  obedience  to 
the  tyrannicall  edids  of  <iAmochti6,zktx  he  had  fubieded 
and  fubuerted  lerufalem , and  taking  armes  with  his  hue 
fonnes,  went  into  the  fields  out  of  a poore  village  where 
he  dwelt, and  called  vnto  him  fuch  as  would  follow  him  to 
recouer  againe  their  liberty.  A.nd  after  many  vidories  ob- 
tained by  him , when  he  perceiiied  that  he  drew  neere  to 
death,  he  exhorted  his  fonnes  to  follow  his  iuft  and  holie 
deliberatio  without  feare  of  any  danger. True  it  is  (quoth 
he  to  them)  that  our  bodies  are  mortall,  andfubiedto 
the  fame  decree  that  others  are,but  the  memorie  of  excel- 
lent deedes  procureth  to  it  felfe  an  immortalitie , where- 
untolwouldhaue  you  afpire  in  fuch  fort,  thatyethinke 
not  much  to  die  in  behauingyour  felues  valiantly  .Thus  it 
is  lawfull  for  vs  to  be  touched,  and  ftirred  vp  with  the  ie- 
loufieof  a good  glorie , fo  that  it  be  without  enuying  the 
profperitie  and  preferment  of  others , butonely  ibfarre 
foorth  as  it  may  feme  for  a fpur  vnto  vs  to  vndertake  and 
toeffedall  vertuousand  commendable  things.  As  for 
example;  ThemiHocles  hearing  of  the  great  vidorie  that 
obtained  in  the  plaineof  Marathon,  faid : 
that  that  newes  would  let  him  take  no  reft  ; meaning 
thereby,that  he  fliould  neuer  be  quiet , vntill  by  fome  o- 
ther  ad  of  vertue  he  haddeferuedasmuchpraife,  as  did 
this  excellent  Captaine  . Titus  FUminimz.  Ro- 

mane  Conful , who  deliuered  Grecia  from  bondage, 
and  twice  in  battell  ranged,  ouerthrew  Philip  king  of  Ma- 
cedonia, (hewed  hirnfelfe  likewife  touched  greatly  with 
a:de(ire>of  glorie  and  honour,  not  to  be  blamed,  but 
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to  be  pra£lifed  of  all  excellent  and  noble  natures , by 
putting  too  his  helping  hande  u^henfoeuer  he  coulde, 
with  the  firft,  yea , fometimes  alone,  to  euery  matter 
and  exploit  of  importance . He  kept  company  oftner  and 
more  gladly  withthofe  that  ftoodinneedeofhis  hclpe, 
than  with  fuch  as  were  able  to  aide  him  in  well  doing,  ac- 
counting thefe  men  to  be  his  competitors  in  the  purcha- 
fing  of  honor  and  glory,&  the  others  to  be  matter  where- 
upon he  might  exercife  his  vertue.  It  was  an  argument  of 
yongyeeres,  which  feemed  to  promife  much,  and  to  be 
borne  to  all  great  enterprifes,  when  lulim  Ca/kr  being  yet 
veryyong,  and  beholding  the  image  of  ty^lexaf7der  the 
great  at  foure  and  twentie  yeeres  of  age,  fell  to  weeping, 
andfaid  ; Am  not  I miferable  that  hauedone  nothing 
woorthy  of  memorie,  and  yet  this  prince  at  thefe  yeeres 
had  executed  fo  many  notable  things  ? Moreouer,  we 
may  obferue  among  the  Ancients  infinite  woorthy  exam- 
ples quite  contrary  one  to  another,  in  that  many  great  & 
famous  men  haue  altogether  defpifed  the  honor  of  vaine- 
glory, which  is  neuer  without  prefumption  and  pride  : & 
contrary  wire,others  being  led  with  pride  and  arrogancie, 
haue  fowly  abufed  their  authoritie  and  greatnes , purcha- 
ling  to  themfelues  more  blame  and  diflionor,  than  praife 
and  honour.  That  great  Cjrw  Monarch  of  the  Perfians, 
was  of  fo  meeke  and  gentle  a nature,and  fo  little  defirous 
of  vainglory,  that  he  would  neuer  prouoke  his  equals  in 
age  to  any  exercife  wherin  he  perceiued  himfelf  the  ftron- 
ger,but  thofe  rather,who  were  better  pradifed  than  him- 
klfe,to  the  end  he  might  not  difpleafe  them  by  bearing  a- 
way  the  price  from  them,  as  alfo  that  he  might  reape  this 
benefit  to  learne  that  which  he  could  not  do  fo  well  as  o- 
thers.  O right  noble  hart,  giuing  euident  proofe  of  the 
contempt  of  bafe  and  vile  things, to  treafure  vp  thofe  that 
are  great  and  excellent!  Biitnowadayes  where  about  do 
we  ftriue  moft  ? namely,  who  can  mofl:  cunningly  ftrike 
with  the  fword,  run  at  the  ring,  or  ride  and  manage  hor- 
fcs.Andl  would  to  God  we  did  no  worfe.  But  as  for  ex- 
celling others  in  vertue,  thefe  times  require  no  fuch  mat- 
ter. 
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ter.We  read  of  an  Indian,  who  being  commanded  by  A- 
lexanderxhtGxc^tto  Ihoote  before  him,  bicaiife  he  had 
heard  that  he  was  very  excellent  in  that  art,would  do  no- 
thing. Wherupon  the  Monarch  being  incenfed, condem- 
ned him  to  death,if  be  would  not  obey  him  . The  Indian 
going  to  execution , told  one  of  thofe  that  led  him  , that 
he  had  been  in  deede  heeretofore  a very  good  Archer, but 
bicaufe  he  had  of  long  time  intermitted  thatcxercife,  he 
feared  that  he  had  forgotten  it : and  therefore  had  rather 
die  than  loofe  the  reputation,  which  he  had  once  obtai- 
ned. To  this  fellow  we  may  compare  thofe  ofwhome  we 
haue  alreadie  fpoken , who  glorie  in  nothing  but  in  this, 
that  they  are  taken  of  the  greater  fort  for  valiant  men,  &, 
as  they  vfe  to  fay,for  fuch  as  make  profe(rion,that  they  ca- 
rie  about  them  a fliarpc  fw’oord  for  their  feruice  . Thefe 
men  had  rather  die  in  a naughtiequarrell,  with  the  dan- 
ger of  loofing  their  foule,than  to  fal  from  this  their  repu- 
tation,which  they  defire  to  carie  with  them.  But  let  vs  fol- 
low our  examples  of  the  contempt  of  vaine-glorie,and  of 
certaine  othersledde  away  with  an  ouerweening pride. 

the  Great,  fliewcd  a notable  argument  that  he 
wasnot  touched  with  vaine-glorie  or  pride,  when,  after 
he  had  vtterly  vanquiflied  Jigraneskin^o^  Pontus,  and 
made  him  his  prifoner,  he  chofe  rather  to  fet  Iiim  againe 
in  his  kingdome , and  to  make  him  an  allie  and  confede- 
rate of  the  Romanes, than  to  referue  and  lead  him  in  ma- 
nerofa  triumph  into  Rome,  accordingas  they  vfed  then 
to  deale  with  enimies,and  with  their  fpoiles : faying  like  a 
vertuous  Monarch, that  he  much  more  efteemed  the  glo- 
rie ofa  whole  age,than  of  one  day.  The  Great  T umberkne 
being  puffed  vp  exceedingly , bicaufe  ofa  Pcafants  fonne 
he  attained  to  fo  great  a Monarchy, vfed  farre  greater  and 
more  barbarous  feueritie  towards  Baiaz^et  Einperourof 
the  Turks, whome, after  he  had  ouercome  him,  and  made 
him  his  prifoner,  hecaufed  to  be  ledde  about  with  him 
in  a cage,wherefoeuer  he  went , feeding  him  onely  with 
thecrums  that  fell  vnder  bistable  ; and  whenfoeverhe 
tookehorfe^heYfedhisbodieforanaduauntage  . After 
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sa  hors  to-  the  fame  matier  ZJaleriamis  the  emperor  was  handled  by 
w?rdrvak*ri-  kingofPerfia,  by  whom  he  was  difcomfited  in  a 

battelbwhich  this  Barbarian  had  wonne  of  him.  He  that 
Pope  Aicxan-  ttodc  vpon  the  empcror  Friderike  Barharojfa  his  necke^and 
pufht  him  twife  with  hisfoote  when^he  had  him  at  his  de- 
uotion,(he wed  himfelf  more  proud,  cruell,  and  arrogant, 
in  that  he  vfed  for  apretence  and  cloke  of  his  pride  & wic- 
kednes,that  text  of  Scripture,  Thotifhaltwalke  vpon  the  Li- 
on and  Ajpe,  the yong  Lion  and  the  Dragon  (halt  thou  treadvn-- 
derfoote,as  if  it  had  been  fpoken  to  him  .That  heathen  ma 
^igathodej,  Agathocles  king  of  Sicilia,left  behind  him  a farre  more  no- 

table example  of  the  contempt  of  glory,  that  we  (liould 
not  be  lift  vp  too  much, nor  forget  our  felues  by  reafon  of 
thegreatnesofoureftate.  For  being  come  to  that  eftate 
by  his  vertue,  bicaufe  he  was  borne  of  a poore  Potter,  he 
caufed  himfelfe  to  be  ferued  ordinarilie  at  his  table  with 
earthen  veifelSjintermingled  with  his  cups  of  gold, laying 
thus  to  thofe  that  came  to  fee  him,  thereby  to  inflame 
them  with  a defire  of  weldoing : Beholdwhat  it  L toperfeuer 
in  trauei(:^  in  taking  of  pains  to  become  vertuopts  andeeurageom. 
Heretofore  tve  made  thefe  pots  of  earth, and  now  we  make  thefi  of 
gold,  Furtherwemuftknow,  that  when  fortune  (if  it  be 
iawfulforvsvnder  this  word  to  vnderftand  the  ordinacc 
of  God)  lifteth  vp  men  of  low'  degree  vnto  great  and  ho- 
honor  of  uourablc  places  through  their  valure  and  defert,  and  ex- 
"rnSof  many  men  that  are  vnwoorthy,  letting  vs  fee 

ihc"jr vcJtue,  not  Iiow  ptoudly  and  wickedly  thefe  men  behaue  themfelues 
of  their  dignitie.  abufingtheir  authoritie,  and  contrarywife  how  the  o- 
ther  fort  vfe  it  wel,flie  doth  thereby  fo  much  the  more  ho- 
nor, and  recommend  vertue  vnto  vs,  astheonely  thing 
whereof  all  the  greatnes,  glory  and  honor  of  men  depen- 
deth,and  not  of  the  dignitie  wherin  they  are  placed. Now 
how  greatly  hautinefle  of  mind  is  hated  both  of  God  and 
men,  among  infinite  teftimonies  which  we  haue,  that  of 
Heroda.  Herode  Agrippa  king  of  the  lewes,  ought  well  to  be  mar- 

ked. For  being  gone  vp  into  the  pulpit  appointed  for  O- 
rations,and  reioycing  bicaufe  the  people  cried  out  to  his 
pr2Ll(c,That  ft  was  the  voice  ofGod^andnot  of  man,  he  was  fud- 

denly 
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' denly  ftroken  from  heauen  : fo  that  w'hen  he  pcrceiueJ 
I himfelfto  confume  away  with  Vermine,  he  cried  out  to 
the  people, faying  ; Behold  how  he  dieth  »ow  with  imoUerable 
I griefs ;(vho  not  long  finceje called  Cod.Dioclepanpis  the  emperor  Diodefiatius^ 

I was  fo  puft  vp  with  pride,  that  he  called  himfelfe  brother 
to  the  Siinne  and  Moone,and  made  an  Edid  whereby  he 
I would  haue all  men  to  kifle  his  feete,  whereas  his  predc- 
I ceflbrs  gaue  their  hands  to  the  Nobilitie,  and  their  knees 
i to  the  fimpler  fort : but  God  fuffered  him  to  die  a mad 
I man.  Moreouer  wefee  daily,  that  proud  men  become  o- 
dious  to  euery  one,  and  are  in  the  end  contemned,  yea, 
that  oftentimes  it  cofteth  them  their  lifc.The  punilliment 
j that  Thilip  king  of  Macedonia  laid  vpon  tMenecratm  the 
I Phyfition  was  more  gentle,  yet  pleafant,  and  woorth  the  fo"  hL  pmk  by 
noting.  This  fellow'  bicaufe  he  was  excellent  in  his  Arte, 
caufed  himfelfe  to  be  called  Iupiteri\\Q  Sauior . The  good 
prince  minding  to  corred  him  for  his  arrogancie,inuited 
him  to  a feaft,and  made  a table  to  be  prouided  for  him  by 
himfelfe,  whereof  at  firft  he  feemed  to  be  very  glad  . But 
I when  he  faw  that  in  head  of  meat  they  gaue  him  nothing 
but  incenfe,  he  was  greatly  afliamed,  and  departed  from 
the  feait  in  great  anger.  Now  for  the  conclulion  of  our 
difcourfe,we  fay  with  Solon,  that  to  name  a prefumptuous 
1 and  dorious  man  in  right  termes.is  to  call  him  a foole,as  E“ery  vain-gio. 
I contrarywife,curteneand  meekenes  is  the  foundation  of  fook. 

I wifedom  and  ofa  quiet  life.  Whereuntothat  we  may  at- 
I taine,  letvslearne,  thatwhofoeuer- beholdeth  with  the 
I eyes  of  his  mind  the  eftateof  mans  nature , and  confide- 
I reth  the  bafenes  of  his  condition, together  with  the  (liort- 
j nes  of  this  prefent  life/ubied  to  an  infallible  decree,  and 
i marketh  alfo  the  foule  pollutions  that  are  ioyned  udth 
I the  fleih,  he  (hall  neuer  fall  in  that  headlong  downfall  of 
! arrogancie  and  pride.  And  thus  detefting  all  prefumpti- 
i 'on  and  lolb  of  vanitiejet  vs  feeke  for  honor  by  the  means 
I • of  Vertue  onely,  w'hich  as  Euripides  faith,  is  alwayes  either 
1 followed  or  preuented  with  glory  and  praife.  And  let  vs 
not  greatly  care  for  the  praifes  of  men,but  onely  do  thofe 
things  that  are  w^oorthie  of  commendation . Let  vs  rather 
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reioyce  and  glory  that  we  excell  and  go  beyond  others  in 
all  good  duties  towards  them,  than  in  any  other  aduan- 
tage, either  of  worldly  glory, or  of  our  priuate  profir.Laft- 
ly  let  vs  rather  loue  to  abide  always  as  it  were  vnknowen 
to  the  world, than  by  feruing  vanities  to  turne  afide  from 
one  onely  iot  of  the  duetie  of  goodnes  and  iuftice,  which 
by  the  grace  of  God  may  procure  vs  a perpetuall  praifc  a- ' 
mong  good  men,  & make  vs  acceptable  before  him,  who 
euermore  liftcth  vp  the  humble,  and  beateth  downe  the 
proud. 

Of  shame yShameffiU'^eJfeiand  of  Dtfljonor,  Chap.  24. 

A M A-  T "Y  Itherto  we  haue  briefly  intreated  of  thofe 

N A.  I I principall  points,  which  refped  the  vcrtue 

-^ofTemperancie,  and  the  vice  of  Intempe- 
rance,contrary  vnto  it.  Neuerthelefleforthefinifliing  of 
our  dayes  worke,  I thinke  we  are  to  confider  what  fliame 
and  fliamefaftnes  are,  which,  as  the  Philofophers  fay,  are 
ioyned  with  this  vertue  of  Temperance.  For  the  more  we 
loue  glory  and  honor, the  more  we  feare,  and  labor  to  ef- 
chew  fliame  & diflionor.Now  feeing  we  haue  been  taught 
where  to  feek  for  true  glory  and  honor, we  dial  receiue  no 
lefle  profit,  if  we  learne  wherein  we  ought  to  feare  (hame 
Keener  ofaii  anddifhonor. 

vcfcues.  Aram.  There  is  (faith  Cicero ja  certain  fliame  & bafh- 

fulnes  in  Temperance,which  is  the  gardian  of  all  the  ver- 
tues,&  deferueth  great  commendation, being  alfo  a mofl: 
goodly  ornament  to  the  whole  life,  as  that  which  fafliio- 
neth  it  according  to  the  parern  of  decencie  & honeftie. 

A c H I T o B . Two  things(faith  PIato)2LVc  very  wel  able 
to  dired  his  life  thatis  to  hue  vertuoufly,namelie,  fliame 
of  diflioneft  things,&  defire  of  thofe  things  that  arc  good 
& vertuous.  Let  vs  therfore  heare  A s e r difeourfe  more 
amplie  of  that  which  is  here  propounded  vnto  vs. 

Aser.  As  we  fee  thatagood  ground,although  it  be 
fat  and  fertill,  bringeth  foorth  notwithftanding  naughty 
and  wild  plants ; fo  a good  nature, although  it  be  endued 

with 
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I r-izh  many  great  perfedions,  is  yet  neucr  withont  Tome 
fliame.  And  this  of  it  fwlfe  feemech  to  be  a hui  tfu!  palTion 
I in  the  foule, albeit  it  may  eafily  by  the  means  of  vertue  be 
dreifed  and  made  profitable,  ifu^ecure  it  of  all  fearc  of 
reproch,bydoingtbatwhichisgood,decent  ^nd  honcll; 
^ndcontrarywirefiifferit  toaugment,  and  to  llrengthcn  proficabUin 
it  felfmore  and  more,\;^hcnoccarion,  either  of  doing  ill, 
oroffpeaking,  approouing,  and  counfailing  any  thing 
that  is  againft  the  dutie  of  a good  mon,flial  be  offred.  Ho- 
ned ihame  and  Ihamefahnes  f faith  is  the  mo- 

ther of  all  good  counfaile,  the  right  Gardian  of  dutie,  the 
midrefleof  innocencie,well  liked  of  hir  necrelt  friends, in 
all  places,^  at  all  tymes  courteoufly  intertained  of  dran- 
gers,as  that  which  liath  a fauorable  countenance. Honed 
lhame,  being  (as  Ctcero^jAz^x)  the  moderator  of  concupif- 
cences,  procureth  vnto  vs  a dedtad  and  commendable 
authoritie  amongdal  men.  Hefiodw  calleth  it  the  hodeflfe 
of  iudice.  Of  this  ^(?rr^tfjfpake,  when  he  faydjthat  vertu- 
ousfhame  befeemed youth.  I looke forfmall  goodnes  of 
a yoTig  manf  faith  5>«^c.?^'except  of  fuch  a one  as  blufheth 
after  he  hath  offended.  For  he  that  blufheth  (faith  C^te^ 
na>ider)  is  not  voyd  of  all  good  nature.  Therefore  fliame- 
fadnes  is  to  be  nouriflied  and  much  made  of.  For  fo  long 
] as  it  remaineth  in  any  mans  fpirite,  there  is  good  hope  to 
beconceiuedofhim.  Many  hauefhrunke  through  feare 
f of  (hame,  with  whom  no  reafbnor  torment  could  in  any 
i|  ^rtpreuaile.  A wicked  ma  (faith  hath  nofhame 

I in  him.  Shamefadnes  (faith  one  of  the  Ancients)  is  fider 
^ to  concinencie,andcompanion  of  chaditie,yea  by  means 
1^  of  hir  fooierie  and  fdlowlliip,chaditie  is  in  greater  fafetie. 

A Fault  is  leffened  through  lhame, as  it  is  made  greater  by 
5 contention:  and  lhame  mollifieth  the  hart  of  a ludge, 

I hut  impudencieprouoketh  him  to  anger.  Hethatistou- 
1 ched  to  the  quicke  through  a lharpe  reprehenfion  for  the 
■ reformation  of  his  maners,  and  yet  is  nothing  redrayned 
thereby,  nor  full  of  fweate  and  blufhing  for  lham€,which 
caufeth  heate  to  afeend  into  the  face  of  euery  one  well 
borne,  but  remaiaeth  inflexible  and  vnmooueabIe,fmi- 

Sj  ling. 
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ling  and  iefting  thereat , fuch  a one  I fay , giueth  a great 
argument  of  a very  blockifti  and  fenceles  nature,  which  is 
afliamedof  nothing,  by  rcafon'of  his  long  cuftomeand 
confirmation  in  doing  of  euill . To  finne  (faith  Tytodorm 
the  Athenian)  is  a thing  naturally  ingrafted  in  men  ; nei- 
th^  was  there  euer  any  law  fo  rigorous , that  could  naie 
the  courfe  thereof, although  new  paines  and  punifliments 
were  dailye  added  to  offences,  to  fee  if  men  might  bee 
drawne  from  vice  through  feare  of  them  .But  fome  gather 
boldnes  through  pouertie  ; others  becaufe  of  their  riches 
become  infolent,  ambitious , and  couetous ; and  others 
haue  other  palfions  and  occafions  which  mooue  and  in- 
duce them  to  do  ill. Now  to  turne  thefe  afide,  & to  make  |j 
them  fruitles , there  is  no  better  way  than  deepely  to  im-  | 
print  in  our  foules  the  feare  ofperpetuall  ihame  and  infa-  f j 
mie,which  are  the  infeparable  companions  of  all  wicked-  i 
nes  andcorrupt  dealings.  And  as  often  as  we  commit  any  ' 
fault  through  frailtie , we  muft  togither  with  repentance 
imprint  in  our  memoriea  long  remembrance  thereof: 
yea  we  muft  lay  it  often  before  our  eies,  as  alfo  the  flume 
and  diflionor  that  might  haue  enfued  thereof  vnto  vs,  to 
this  end,that  afterward  w^e  may  be  the  better  kept  backe, 
and  more  aduifed  in  the  likematters.Heerin  let  vs  follow 
the  example  of  wayfaring  men,  that  haue  ftumbleda- 
gainft  a ftone , and  of  Pilots  that  haue  brufed  their  fliips 
againft  a rocke,  who,  being  mindfull  of  their  miflup,  are 
all  their  life  time  greatly  afraid,  not  onely  of  thofe  ftones 
and  rocks,which  w^ere  the  caufes  of  their  euils,but  alfo  of 
all  fuch  as  refemblethem  . There  was  a prohibition  ('as 
AuIhs  wriceth)  that  no  yoong  Romane  fliould  dare 
toenterinto  a ftrnmpets  houfe,  but  with  his  face  coue- 
red  : and  if  it  fo  fell  out,  that  any  man  was  fo  fliameles  as  : 
to  come  out  of  that  place  vneouered,  he  was  as  feuerely 
puniflied,  as  if  he  had  committed  fome  forced  adulteric. 
And  truly  when  one  is  aflumed  that  he  hath  offended, w^e  • 
are  to  hope  well  of  his  amendment . Now,as  flume  of  e- 
uill,feruing  for  a bridle  to  vice,  is  commendable,  fo  that 
ihame  w^herein  want  of  prudence  and  of  wifedome  bea- 
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reth  f\vay,is  euil  and  very  hurtfuIl,not  onely  to  thofe  that 
are  touched  therewith  , but  oftentimes  procureth  great 
euils  to  Comniinalties  and  Common-wealths.  Whereof 
thofe  men  haue  too  great  experience  that  Hue  vnderfuch 
GouernorSjMagillrats^and  lLidges,as  ofa  foolilh  bafenes 
and  cowardlines  of  mind,  either  for  feare  to  difpleafe  the 
greateft , or  to  be  blamed  and  reprooued  of  an  ignorant 
multitude, bow  and  bend  to  another  mans  becke  againfl: 
right  and  equitie,as  though  they  were  alhamed  to  do  wel. 
Whereupon  thinking  to  efchewa  light  and  fmal  reproch, 
they  fall  into  a perpetual!  noteof  infamieand  dillionor, 
notbeeing  able  to  declare  more  plainly  the  fmalnesof 
their  courage  (which  fitly  refembleth  a weake  tempera- 
ture of  the  bodie,  vnable  to  refift  hcatc  and  cold)  than  in 
confenting  to  euill , bicaufe  they  dare  not  gainefay  leaft 
they  Ihould  be  mifliked  . But  Seneca,  faith , that  he  is  no 
meete  fcholler  of  PhilofophiCj  who  cannot  contemnea 
fooliilr iliame  . And  this  caufeth  farre  greater  mifchiefes, 
when  thefoueraignc  Princes  of  anyeftate  areintangled 
therwith.  Which  may  be  verified  of ihem,if  through  ouer 
great  bountie  and  fimplicity  void  of  prudence,they  who- 
ly  giue  ouer  themfelues  to  their  pleafure  that  haue  them 
as  It  were  in  poffelfion,  & dare  not  gainefay  or  deny  them 
in  any  matter. For heerofitcommeth,thatflatterers,bro- 
kers,and  fuch  as  are  moft  wicked, carie  away  offices^char- 
ges,  benefices , gifts  , and  waftfullyconfume  the  publike 
treafure  : fo  that  a man  may  behold  an  impunitie  and  li- 
bertie  ofyices,and  of  execrable  offences, bicaufe  a fiqiple 
and  baflifull  king  dare  not  deny  a requeft . And  thus  vnder 
fuch  a Prince  publik  welfare  is  turned  into  priuat  wealth, 
and  all  the  charges  fall  vpon  the  poore  people. But  not  to 
ftray  farre  from  our  purpofe,  hauing  fo  neerely  touched  a 
matter  worthie  of  a large  difeourfe  J thinke  we  fliall  reape 
no  fmall  profit,  if  we  call  to  mind  heere  certaine  notable 
inftrud:ions,which  Plutark,  giueth  vs,  to  teach  vs  to  repell 
farre  from  vs  all  foolitli  and  dangerous  fhame  : ^^^.mely, 
that  fo  foone  as  yeers  ofdifcretion  worke  in  vs  any  know-  .-dfiaughrir 
ledge  of goodnes,  wefhould  exercife  ourfclues  in  thofe 
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things,  which  of  themfelues  are  eafie enough  topradife, 
being  without  feare  that  any  thing  can  (as  the  prouerbe 
faith)  hang  or  take  hold  of  our  gowne.  If  at  a feah  (faith 
that  great  Philofophcr)  thouartinuited  to  drinkemore 
than  reafon,or  thy  third  requireth,  be  not  aihamed  to  re- 
fufe  to  do  it.  If  any  babler  or  ignorant  fellow  feeke  to  day 
and  kecpe  thee  by  difcourfing  of  vaincand  tedious  mat- 
ters,be  not  afraid  to  rid  thy  felfe  of  him , and  to  tell  him-. 
freely  that  another  time  thoiimaid  come  and  viiitehim, 
not  hauing  at  that  time  any  leafure  to  keepe  him  compa- 
nie  any  longer.  If  thy  friend,  or  any  other  man,commu- 
nicate  with  thee  any  ad  orpurpofeof  his,  wherein  thou 
k nowed  fomewhat, though  neuer  fo  little,  that  is  to  be  re- 
prehended,tell  him  thereof  hardly  .If  any  man  be  impor- 
tunate with  thee  by  requeds  & intreaties , neuer  promife 
more  than  thou  art  able  toperforme,  and  bluflinotbi- 
caufe  thou  cand  not  do  all  things,but  rather  blufl-i  to  take 
vpon  thee  things  that  arc  aboue  thy  abilitie  . If  any  maa 
aske  thee  a quedion  of  any  matter  whatfoeuer , confeffe 
freely  that  which,  thou  k nowed  not,to  the  end  thou  maid 
receiueindrudion.  Now,  if  we  cxercife  our  felues  in  this 
fort,honedly  to  refufe,  to  depart,  to  breake  off,  to  fpeake 
freely,and  to  fubmit  our  felues  after  a comelie  manner,fa 
that  no  man  can  lightly  complaine  of  vs,or  blame  vs,  but 
vpon  very  dender  occafion,  we  (hall  be  in  a readie  way  to^ 
accudome  our  felues  not  to,  be  afliamedin  matters  of 
greater  waight,  andfuchasare  necedarie  for  the  prefer- 
uationof  dutie  . For  otherwife,  if  we  are  afraid  to  put 
backe  a glaffe  of  wine,  which  fome  one  of  our  acquain- 
tance in  drinking  dothoftervnto  vs , bowe  will  we  redd 
therequedof  a Prince , whichis  as  much  as  a comman- 
dement,  or  the  importunate  fuite  of  a whole  people,  in 
an  vniud  and  vnreafonable  matter  .>  If  we  areafliamed 
to  be  rid  of  a babler ; if , as  datterers  vie  to  do,  we  coni- 
mende  one  contrarye  to  our  opinion,  whomweheare 
praifed  of  many  5 or  if  wee  feare  to  tell  our  friende  of 
fome  fmall  fault  of  his , howe  will  we  fet  our  felues  cou- 
rageoudy  againd  thofe  daunderers  of  the  truth  , and 

maintai- 
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maintainers  oflies,tliat  are  placed  in  authorltie?  Or  how 
fiiall  we  dare  to  reprooue  notorious  faults  boldly,  bcyn'» 
committed  in  the  adminiftration  of  a magiftrate , and  in 
ciuill  and  politicall  gouernment  ? This  is  that  which  Zcw  Zem. 
very  well  taught  vs,  when  meeting  with  a famibar  friend 
ofhis  that  walked  heauily  by  himfelfe,  he  asked  him  the 
, caufe  thereof:  I Ihun  (faid  theother)a friend  ofmine.who 
rcqueftcth  me  to  bearc  falfwitnelfe  for  him.  ^W(quoth 
2e»aJ  an  f bott  fofovhjh,  that  him  voyd  ofjhame  and ft  are 

tt  requeU  vainU  and  wicked  things  of  thee, 'thou  hafl  not  the  hart 
to  deny  htm  to  put  him  backvpon  iufl  dr  reafonable  conf derati- 
ons? AgefiUtumxi  be  vnto  vsagoodScholemafter  in  this  MtpUm 
matter.  For  being  requefted  by  his  father  to  giue  fentece  ^ 
again  ft  right,  he  was  notafliamed  to  deny  him  gracioufly 
with  this  anlu'er.  ITotihatte  taught  me  Pather )frd  my  youth 

foohephe lames,andtherefore IwiUnow alfo obeyyou  therein  by 
iudgingnothingagainU  the  Uvtes.  Pericles  being  like  wife  TC-  Ttrlclet 
quefted  by  a triend  ofhis  to  fweare  faifly  for  him,  fayd,  I 
am  a fiendto  my  friends  vnto  the  aultars  : as  ifhe  would  hauc 
fayd,  fofarreasf  offend  notGod.  The  fame  reafon  was 
the  caufe  that  Xenophanes  being  called  a Coward  at  a feaft 
bicaufe  he  would  not  play  at  dice,anfwered  without  feare  ^ ' 

of  being  accounted  voyd  of  ciuilitie  and  good  fellowfliip, 

I am  in  deed  acoTstardandfeareful  in  dt^onell  thimrs.  Now  be» 
fidcs  all  thofc  pernitious  effeds  of  fooliflialid  naughtic 
ihame  that  arc  already  touched  by  vs,  oftentimes  it  ma- 
keth  the  fences  of  a man  fo  brutilh  through  a lont^  cu- 
ftome,  that  he  negledeth  the  care  of  that  which  coucer- 
neth  his  lafetieandpriuate  benefir,  yea  Ibmetimes  of  his 
owne  life  I will  not  here  ftand  tofpeakeofthofe  that  fay 
they  are  afliamed  to  aske  their  due,or  by  way  of  itiftice  to 
purfue  fuch  asdeuourthe  fubftance  of  their  poorefami- 
lies,whereby  they  makeit  knowen,rhat  they  haue  neither 
vertue,hart  nor  courage.  To  this  agreeth  fitly  that  which 
we  read  of  one  named  i'fryfiw,  who  being  tolend  monie  Verfia,. 
to  a very  friend  of  his , went  with  him  to  the  common 
place  of  b argaining, calling  to  mind  that  precept  of  He- 
J^odptij^  no  • 

S iij  Enen 
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What  death 
C*far  thought 
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Of  ShamCjShamefaftnes, 

Suea  when  thoitdofi  divert  with  thine  tmnebrother, 
ZjCtpTeJent  bejotnewitnesoneor other,  ^ 

His  friend  thinking  this  fomewhat  ftrang,  faid : what,  fo 
orderly  by  law  ? Yea  quoth  Perfext , that  I may  haueita- 
gaine  of  thee  friendly,  and  not  be  compelled  to  demand 
it  a^aine  by  order  of  law . But  what  (hall  we  fay  of  (o 
ny  great  perfonages  as  are  mentioned  in  hiftories,  who 
vnder  pretenceof  a foolilh  lhame  badly  grounded  vpon 
this  conceit,  that  they  would  not  diftruft  them  whome 
they  tooke  for  their  friends,  offered  themfelues  euenta 
the  daughter  ? Dion  endued  with  great  perfeaions , and 
one  that  deliuered  from  tyrannie  and  freed  fromthral- 
domethecitieof  Syracufa,  although  he  was  aduertifed 
that  Caliptm  whom  he  tooke  for  his  Hoft  and  mend,  wat- 
ched opportunitie  to  flaie  him , yet  he  went  to  that  place 
whether  he  had  inuited  him, faying  : that  hehadratherloofe 
his  life, thtmbe  compelled  todiflrufi  his fiends , andto^epeh,m~ 
Celfe  aCmHch  from  them  as  fiom  his  enimies.  And  i n deed  it  tell 
out  fo, that  he  was  daine  there  . The  like  hekW  ^mipater, 
being  bidden  to  fupper  by  Demetrius.  It  feemeth  alfo  that 
lulius  Cafar  afwell  as  they , was  in  fome  fort  the  caufe  of  his 
ownemidiap , bicaufe  hailing  had  many  aduertifeinents, 
fufpicions,and  forewarnings  of  the  miferable  death  that 
was  intended  againd  him,yet  he  negleded  them  all,as  ap- 
peereth  by  that  fpeecb,  which  he  vfed  the  euening  before 
L was  murdered,  being  at  fupper  with  Marcus  Lepid^. 
Foracontrouerfiearifmgamongft  theguefts  about  this 
propofition,  tvhat  kind  of  deathwas  bef , euen  that  faid  this 
PAonaxch, which  is  leaf  locked  for.  Trueitis  whichmaybe 
faid,that  dedinie  may  poldbly  be  better  forefeene  than  a- 
uoided.But  this  were  an  enill  conclufion  thereupon.that 
we  mud  letgoeall  care  of  keeping  thofe  Goods,  which 
Godgiuethvsasa  bleffmg  proceeding  from  his  grace. 
Fork  isthedutieofagoodand  found  iudgement  to  con- 
ferre  that  which  is  pad,with  tire  prefent  time , to  theend 
to  forefee  in  fome  fort,  and  to  determine  of  that  which  is 
to  come , which  is  alwaies  doubtfull  and  vncertaine  vnto 
Moreouer,  to  refume  our  former  matter  of  lioneit 

diame 


\s 


and  of  DiHionor.  a ^ j 

fliame  and  fliamefaftnes,  which  isthe  guide  ©four  life  to 
decencie  and  vertue, we  may  fee  amongft  th^ ancients  in- 
finite examples, how  it  hath  been  recommended  and  pre- 

cifely  obferued,  and  what  ftrength  it  hath  had  in  right 
noblemindes.  The  Perfians  brought  vp  theiryouth  in 
fuch  fort,  that  they  neither  did  nor-fpake  any  thing  that  f„Tuacd"'“ 

was  diflioneft, putting  him  to  death  that  ftripped  himfelf 

ftarke  naked  inthe  prefence  of  another.  Yea  they  iudged, 
euery  vnciuill  aftion  how  litle  foeuer,  committed  before 
|i  others,to  be  great  wickednes.  The  Parthians  would  ne- 
uer  fuffer  their  wiues  to  come  among  their  feaftes,  leaft 
wine  Ihould  caufethem  to  doe  or  to  fpeakeany  difl’ioneft 
thing  in  their  prelence.  Hippucrutid^s  3ls  he  was  walking,  Hippocratides 
met  with  a yong  man  in  a wicked  mans  company,  & per-  toayong 

ceiuing  that  he  began  tobluih,  faid  thus  vnto  him . My  K 
fonnethoumuftgoe  with  fuch  as  will  not  caufe  thee  to 
blufli : but  be  of  good  cheere,for  thou  maieft  yet  repent 
thee.  Blind  Euticbiu  was  fet  without  the  aray  of  the  battel 
by  Leomdat,  but  being  alhamed  to  leaue  his  fellowes  in 
danger,  hecauledaflaue  to  lead  him  to  the  place  where 
they  fought,and  there  wonderfully  doing  his  endeuor,he 
wasflain.  The  Romans  were  fofliamefaft  amongft  them- the  (hamtfaft. 

I felues,  that  thefather  would  not  bathe  himfelfe  with  his 

I fonne.nor  the  fonne  in  law  with  the  father  in  law.Theyfo 

greatly  efteemed  honeft  (hame  and  baflifulnes,that  when 
1 Philip  king  ofMacedonia  was  accufed  before  the  Senate 
of  many  crimes,  the  lhamefaftnesofyong  Demetrius  his 
tonne, who  blulhed  and  held  his  peace,  flood  him  in  grea- 

j terfteadthanthelhamelefle  boldnes  ofthe  eloquenteft 

I Orator  in  the  world  could  haue  done.  The  tonne  of  M^r- 

, Card  the  Cenfor,  beyng  at  that  battell  wherein 
was  difeomfited,  and  fighting  with  a iaueline,  his  fword 

' felloutofhisfcabberd,wherofhewasfoa(hamed,that  a- 
j lighting  on  foote  in  the  midftofhisencmies,&  doubling 

i his  courage  and  ftrength,  he  tooke  it  vp  and  mounted  a- 

• game,  fighting  on  horfebacke  as  before  . The  tonne  of  * 

• MarcHt  Aemi/im  Scaurw,  hauing  abandoned  and  giuen  seWus  hi, 

I ouer  the  keeping  and  defence  of  the  countrey  of  Trenta 

I Siiy  com- 
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committed  to  his  charge,  wasfoafliamed  thereof,  that 
not  daring  to  returne  againe  to  his  fatherdie  (lew  himfelf, 
VitrtKtnidej,  ^Atrmsfiides  taught  his  Difciples , that  nothing  w^as  terri- 
ble to  a noble  mind  but  diflionor.^nd  that  none  but  chil- 
dren and  women, or  atleaft,  men  hauing  womens  harts, 
are  afraid  of  griefe . When  fpeech  was  miniftred  at  the 
banlret  of  the  feuen  Sages , concerning  that  popular  go- 
uernment  which  was  happieft , wherein  all  haue  e.quall 
cUt>hi!Ui.  authoritie , CUohulM  affirmed,  that  that  citie  feemed  vnto 
him  bed:  guided  by  policie,  wherein  the  Citizens  flood  in 
greater  awe  ofdiflionor  than  of  the  law.  T/awr^rehear- 
ric^oShla'ame  feth  a very  notable  hiflorie  of  the  force  of  honeft  (hame- 
faft°nesofth™'  fafliies  ill  the  Milelian  maidens, who  were  falleninto  fuch 
fren/.ie  and  perturbation  of  fpirite , that  without  any  ap- 
parant  caufe  to  be  (eene , they  were  fuddenly  ouertaken 
with  a longing  to  die,  and  with  a furious  delire  to  hang 
themfelues.  Which  thing  many  of  them  had  alreadic  put 
inpraSife,  fo  that  neither  reafons  , nortearesof  fathers 
and  mothcrs,no  comfort  of  friends, no  threatnings,  pol- 
licies,  or  deuices  wharfoeuer , could  preuaile  with  them, 
vntill  fuch  time  that  a wife  Citizen  by  hisaduice  procu- 
red an  ediifl  to  be  made  by  the  Councell,  that  ifaiiy  heer» 
after  hung  hirfelfe,  (heffiouldbe  cariedflarke  naked  in 
the  fight  of  all  men,  through  the  market  place. This  edift 
being  made  and  ratified  by  the  Councell , did  not  qnely 
repreffe  a little,but  wholy  flaied  the  fury  of  thefe  maidens 
that  longed  to  die.  Inlbmuch,that  a fimple  imagination 
and  conceit  of  (hame  and  dilhonor , which  yet  could  not 
light  vpon  them  before  they  were  dead,did  preuaile  more 
with  them  than  all  other  deuifed  meanes  could  do,  yea, 
than  death  it  felfe,or  griefe , which  are  twoof  thehorri- 
bleft  accidents  which  men  commonly  (land  in  feareof. 
To  conclude  therefore  our  prefent  difcourfe,  w.elearne 
Kowftftimeis  that  honefllhame  and  i]'.amefaflnes,arealwaiescommen- 

dableand  befeemingall  perfonsthatpurpofe  toobferue 
' modeflie  in  their  words, geflures,countenances,andaai- 

ons.  Welearne  alfo  that  Spirits  well  brought  vp,are  more 
cafily  wonne  by  lhame , than  by  feare , according  to  that 
^ faying 
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j faying  of  QmHtitiaUy  that  (hamefaflnes  u thefroftnie  of  a free 
I man^dftareof  abondman.  Further,  tt'clearnethateuery 
temperate  man  ought  to  be  more  afliamedof  himfelfe, 
I when  occafion  of  doing  ill  is  offered , than  of  any  other : 

thathemuftfhunalleuil.cxceiriuc  andpernitiousfliame, 
j|  proceeding  from  the  want  of  diferetion , bicaufe  it  hin- 
I dercth  men  from  effeding  all  good,wholefome  and  ho- 
' nefl:  things,  infomuch  that  of  it  felfeitis  able  to  procure 

Tnto  vs  lofre,dilhonor,and  infamie. 

The  ende  of  the  fixt  dates  tpork^. 


THE  SEVENTH  DAIES  WORKE. 
Of  Fortitude.  Chap.  2 j . 


Aser 


■AN  endued  with  reafon,  & 
peeking  to  imitate  afmuch  as" 

‘lierh  in  him  the  author  ofhis 
being ; who,  albeit  (imply  & 

abfolutelyheftandethnotm 

neede  of  any  thing  whatfoe- 
uer,  yet  doth  woonderfull 
workes  without  ceafing.for 
f.r  ' 5^^  benefit  of  his  creatures, 

feelcth  himfelfe  touched  to  the  cjuicke  in  his  fouIe,with  a 
defire  to  profit  all  thofe  among  whome  hel'iueth,  by  all 
’•gh.great, laudable, and  laborious  meanes , not  fearing 
anyperill,norforcingafiy  paine . Moreouer,  meditating 
& weighing  the  dignitie  of  the  immortalitie  of  his  foul^ 
he  careth  not  for  earthly  and  'mortal  goods,  nor  ftandeth 
inleareqf  thecontrarie  : and  whether  it  be  for  the  ha- 
hauing  of  them , his  minde  is  nothing  at 
all  the  lefTequiet,  neither  doth  he  thinke  that  any  good 
^pon  earth  can  be  taken  from  him  . All  which  great  and 

third  riuer  of  Fortitude  is  the 

we  rountatneof Honefty,whercofwe  are  now  tofpeake: 

namely. 
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Wherein  the 
perfedionofe- 
uerv  workc  con- 
fillcch^ 


Fortitude  is  a 
Good  of  the 
foulc,nocoftlic 
bodie* 
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namely, of  the  vertue  of  Fortitude  ^ which  (as  faith) 

cannotbcforcedby  any  force. 

A M A N A.  This  vertue  (faith  Sefiecu)  is  very  grcat,be- 
ingableto  refiftandto  fight  againft  extreamemifenes. 
Which  is  the  propertie  of  Fortitude , that  guideth  a noble 
nature  through  hard  and  difficult  things,  that  he  may  at- 
tainetotheendofhisiuftdeuices,  , 

Aram.  Fortitude  is  the  caufe  that  neither  for  feare 
nor  danger  we  turne  afide  from' the  way  of  vertue  and  iu- 
ftice.  And  as  ^lato  faith , it  lifteth  vp  our  minds  to  attend 
to  that  which  is  moft  excellent,  laudable,  beft,  andmoft 
profitable.  Therefore  let  vs  heare  A c h i t o b difeourfe 
of  the  woonderfull  effeds  of  this  great  and  woorthie  ver- 
tue.  j • t. 

Achit  OB.  Whatfoeuer  is  done  manfully, and  with 
a great  courage,appeereth  very  decent,  and  befeeming  a 
man. But  the  perfedion  of  euery  work  confifteth  in  this, 
that  it  be  done  by  a ftaied  and  conftant  reafon,which  tea- 
cheth  vs,  that  there  is  nothing  after  God , but  honeftie, 
which  we  are  to  admire,  to  make  account  of,&  to  defire  ; 
and  that  we  ought  not  in  any  fort  to  Girinke  and  yeeld  vn- 
to  perturbations,or  to  any  other  humane  accident  what- 
foeuer . Which  opinions  being  well  imprinted  in  our 
minds  , prickc  vs  forward  to  enterpri^e  thofe  things  that 
are  moft  excellent,difficult,  and fulleft  of  labors  & perils. 
For  being  free  from  all  earthly  care , and  void  of  feare  or 
forow , we  contemne  euen  death  itfelfe , and  are  in  fiich 
fort  prepared  againft  all  griefes,  that  our  contentation  li- 
eth  heerin , that  the  greateft  and  moft  exceeding  paines 
will  not  continue  long , that  the  leaft  will  vanilfi  away  of 
themfelues,  and  that  welhallbe  maiftersof  the  middle 
fort.  This  is  that  which  the  Philofophers  by  infinite  lear- 
ned writings  required  to  be  in  the  vertue  ofFcrr/'rW^’jwith 
which  the  force  and  ftrength  of  the  bodic  hath  nothing 
common,  as  that  which  is  a Good  that  belongeth  to  the 
bodie.But  this  is  an  immortall  Good  of  the  foule,  confi- 
fting  in  the  power  and  diredion  of  the  fpirite,  being  for- 
tified and  confirmed  through  the  ftudieof  Philofophie* 

and 
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andcaufingmanof  hisoM'ne  accord  to  make  choice  of, 
and  to  perFc(5l  all  honeft  things  for  their  owne  fakes.  For^ 
titfidethQtx  (as  CW^^faith^is  that  part  of  honeftie,  which 
is  knowne  by  the  excellencie , greatnes  , and  dignitie  of 
the  hart,  which  after  aduifed  counfeJland  goodconfide- 
ration,  caufeth  man  to  vndertake  without  feare,  all  peri- 
lous matters, and  conhantly  to  endure  all  kind  of  trauell . 

For  conftancic  and  dignitie  are  neuer  farre  from  Fortitude 
in  greateft  diftreffes  : bicaufe  it  adorneth  him  that  poflef- 
icth  hir  with  the  contempt  of  griefc  and  of  death,  caufing 
him  to  efleemc  nothing  vntollerable  that  can  happen  to 
man, neither  any  thing  euill  that  is  necelTarie.  And  fo  it  is 
the  preferuation  of  a firme  & fetled  iudgement  in  things 
thatfecme  terrible  & full  ofdanger,feeiiig  it  is  the  know- 
ledge of  that  which  a man  ought  to  indurc.  Plato  alfo  cal- 
leth  it  the  knowledge  of  all  good  and  euill : as  though  he 
would  fay , that  nothing  can  come  to  a valiant  and  noble 
minded  man, againft  hisexped:ation,  although  it  may  be 
contrarie  to  his  will , bicaufe  he  is  fetled  and  prepared  to 
vndergo  all  euents,as  if  he  had  certainly  forefeene  them. 
udrifiotle  [zhh  that  is  a mediocritie  betweene  fea- 

ring and  enterprizing.  Moreouer,itmaketh  amanfitfor 
all  occafions  of  dangers  and  trauels,  and  holdeth  him  be- 
tweene thele  two  extremities  of  cowardlines  and  raOines, 
which  vices  are  veryhurtfoll  to  a happie  andcommen- 
dable  life . The  fame  Philofopher  faith,  that  whofoeuer  rheprepemo 
wiii  be  itrong  and  valiant,  muftbefree  from  all  feareof 
death,confta.u  in  aduerfities.void  of  feare  in  perils,  cho- 
ling  rather  to  die  honeftly,  than  to  fane  himfelfe  vilanouf- 
ly  . He  mult  endeuorto  build  nobleenterprifes,  hauin" 
lor  his  companions  hardines, greatnes  of  hart.cood  con- 
ndcnce and  hope.befides  induftrie  and  patience.Then  he 
commeth  to  fet  doume many  kinds oi Fortitude.  Cicero 
greeing  well  witli  him,faith : that  Magnifkence.ConfideHce, 
Pmecce,zn6.  Terfeuerauee.a.xt  the  parts  olFortitude.iJMaz-  FomS. 
mficence  llieweth  it  felfein  doing  great  & excellentthings: 

Confidence  U]  this,  that  a valiant  man  conceiueth  good 
hope  oftheeueut  of  them  : T<rr/Vwin  a voluntarie  and 

continu- 
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Fomtudcfigh- 
tech  fotiuilice 
oncly. 


All  hardie  men 
arc  noc  valiant. 
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continuall  fuffering  for  the  loue  of  honeftie  and  vertue  5 
and  T^erfcuerance  in  a perpetual  conftancie,and  in  a firine 
and  ftedfaft  abiding  in  his  purpofesand  rclblutions  vn- 
dertaken  with  good  coniideration  following  reafon  • 
Moreouer,F<?mW(?  (as  the  Stoicks  faid  very  well)  is  a ver- 
tue that  fightethfor  equitie  andiuftice.  And  therefore 
neither  they  that  fuffer  for  vniuft  matters,  nor  they  that 
fight  fdr  their  priuate  commodiries,  not  being  led  onely 
with  zealeof  publike  benefit, can  boaft(except  talfly)thac 
tjiey  are  decked  with  this  pretious  vei  cue.  For  rhele  latter 
fort  of  men  are  rather  to  be  called  cruell, barbarous, mer- 
cenaries, and  hired  hangmen,  deftroying  all  humanitie  : 
and  the  others  impudents,ihamelcs,and  defperate,yea  fo 
much  more  woorthie  of  blame,  asguiltiec^  wilfullmad- 
nesjin  that  they  (licw  ihemfelues  conftant  indoingeuilK 
But  thofe  men  arc  valiant  & ofgreat  courage, who  thinke 
that  no  adion  whatfoeuer,  no  time  or  feafon  ought  to  be 
void  ofiuftice,  who  deliuer  the  oppreffed,  and  thofe  that 
are  wronged,  who  build  all  their  deuifes  vponvertuous 
works.They  (faith  AriFlotle ) are  void  of  generofitie,  who 
fight  either  for  fcarc  of  reprehenfion , or  by  conftraint,or 
being  ftirred  vp  with  other  mens  fpeech,  or  of  choler,  or 
through  ignorance  of  dangers.  And  this  was  *Tlatoes  mea- 
ning , when  he  faid  that  all  ftrong  and  valiant  men  were 
hardie,but  not  all  hardie men,  valiant : bicaufe  hardines 
commeth  to  men  either  by  arte,  anger,  or  pollicie : but 
Fmitude  is  ingendred  in  the  foule  by  nature  and  holie  e- 
ducation.  And  therefore  this  vertue  ftandeth  not  in  need 
either  of  choler,rancor,ambition, pride,  or  of  any  other 
cuill  paffion , whereby  to  bring  to  palTe  braue  and  glori- 
ous efreds,  but  is  rather  an  vttercnimieynto  them,  be- 
caufeitproceedeth  from  a mature  and  ripe  confiderati- 
on  and  eledion  of  reafon,  which  caufeth  a man  boldly  to 
put  in  execution  whatfoeuer  he  knoweth  to  belong  to  du- 
tie  and  honeftie, according  to  that  place  whereunto  he  is 
called.  And  this  alfo  is  the  caufe  that  he  ncuer  taketh  any 
thing  in  hand  raflily,what  pretence  foeuer  it  hath, neither 
is  he  kept  backe  by  any  feare  in  thofe  matters  which  offer 
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him  good  occafion  ofputting  to  lus  hand, what  hazard  or 
imminent  danger  foeuer  feemetlito  threaten  liim . But 
(according  to  that  fentence  of  Socrates,  that  the  horded 
things  ought  to  be  taken  in  hand  tutd  executed  tviih greater  con- 
flancieand  valure  of  hart)  after  he  hath  well  and  prudently 
grounded  his  enterprife  vpon  a certaine  knowledge,  and 
lirme  difeourfe  ofreafon,  neither  reproches,  nor  praifes, 
neither  promifes  nor  threatnings  , or  torments , neither 
pleafures  nor  griefs, are  able  to  caufe  him  to  breake  off,or 
in  any  fort  to  alter  and  change  hisrefolution , which  re- 
maineth  alwaies  praife-woorthie,  and  is  neuer  fubieft  to  sahvaiescom- 
repentance, howfoeuer  the  matter falleth  out:  bicaufe  we 
are  not  to  nidge  ofenterprifes  by  the  euents,which  are  al- 
togither  out  of  our  power,  but  by  the  ground-worke  and 
foundation  wherupon  they  were  built.  And  further.when 
the  greateft  dangers  are,  then  is  the  time  wherein  a vali- 
ant manbeing  nothingatall  abalhed,moftofalinieweth 
his  ftrength  & prowes,  neuer  taking  himlclfe  to  be  oiier- 
comeas  longashis  vertueis  freeandat  libertie  togiue 
him  new fupplieofmeanesto  fet  forward  againe  his  mat- 
ters,otherwifeina  defperate  cafe . Briefly,torpeakeina 
I word,  Fortitude  is  the  caufe,  that  neither  for  feare  nor  dan- 
ger we  turneafide  from  the  path  waieof  vertue  andiu- 
I ftice,  neither  yet  repentys  of  well  doing  for  any  torment, 

I -And  thus  it  belongeth  properly  to  this  vertue,  to  com- 

I mand  chiefly  ouer thefc  two  perturbations  grounded  vp- 
: on  the  opinion  of  euill,namely,F^are  and  Griefe;2.s  before 
! we  law  that  Temperance  exereifeth  hir  power  ouer  vnbri- 
ac\tidefre,Sie\cefme  ioy.  Furthermore,  bicaufe  they  that 
naturally  haue  greater  llomacks,  and  more  excellent  fpi- 
rits,are  defirous  and  greedie  of  honors,  power,  and  elo- 
: ne,and  feeing  that  an  excefi'iue  defire  to  raleand  to  excel 
others,commonly  groweth  with  the  greatnes  of  the  hart 
It  is  necelfarie  that  this  vnrulie  afledion  Ihould  be  mode- 
, rated  by  the  contempt  of  fuch  things  as  are  common  to  \ 
all  men  by  nature.  And  this  alfo  is  a propertie  belongings! 

to  this  vertue  of fewriiife,  which  defiring  thegreateftand 

I belt  things,defpifcth  thofe  that  are  bafe  and  abieft , afpi- 

ring 
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ring  to  celeftiall  and  eternall  things,  (hunneth  humane  & 
^2“*  motu!  mortall  things,  and  iudgeih  honors, riches,  and  w^orldie 
tilings.  goods,  an  vnwoorthierecompence  for  his  valiant  aas. 

Which  is  the  caufe,  that  whofoeuerhath  this  vertue  of 
■Fortitude  perfeaiy  (if  fo  great  happines  could  be  among 
mortall  wights)  he  remaineth  free  from  all  perturbati- 
ons of  the  foule  toenioy  a blelfed  trahquillitie,  which  to- 
gither  with  conftancie , procureth  vnto  him  dignitie  and 
reputation.  For  this  caufe  Ocwteacheth  vs,  that  they 
which  giue  themfelues  to  the  gouernment  of  affaires, 
ou?ht  (at  lead  afmuch  as  Philofophers)  to  make  light  ac- 
count  of  temporall  goods,  from  whence  proceedeth  all 
icfie  account  of  the  reft  of  our  miiides  j yea,  they  ought  to  ftriue  to  that 
ra'Slfo.*’*  end  with  greater  care  and  labor  than  Philofophers  do,bi- 
phers.  cs-ufeit  is  eaficrfor  sPhilofopher  fo  to  doe,  his  lire  being 

leffe  fubieft  to  Fortune,  & Handing  in  leffe  need  of  worldly 
Goods, than  doth  thatof  Politicks.  And  if  any  mifhap  be- 
fail  them,  it  toucneth  the  Philofopher  a great  deale  leffe. 
But  whether  it  be  in  war,or  in  ruling  a Common-wealth, 
orm  the  gouernment  of  a houfe,  there  are  alwaies  means 
enough  to  e.^ercife  the  works  of  Fortitude : & many  times 
this  vertue  is  mod  neceffarie  in  things  that  feeme  to  be  of 
fmalled  account.Befides,that  honedy  which  wc  feeke  af- 
ter,is  perfected  by  the  forces  of  thefoule,  of  which  euery 
of boaiiy force,  great  need, not  by  thofe  ofrhe  bodie.  I will  not 

fay,thatthe  firme  knitting  togither  of  the  members,  and 
the  good  difpofition  of  nature  to  fudaine  manfully  tliein- 
iuries  of  wethcr,&  al  kind  of  paiiie  & trauel  without  fick- 
nes,is  not  a good  helpe  towards  the  execution  of  noble 
enterprifes : only  I fay, that  it  is  not  fb  necedarie,  but  that 
many  being  troubled  with  a thoufand  ill  difpolitions  in 
their  perfons,  efpecially  fuch  as  were  placed  in  offices  of 
Captaines  and  Condudorsof  armies, haue  executed  infi- 
nite great  and  glorious  exploits,  furmounting  all  weake- 
nes  of  their  bodies,  through  the  magnanimitie  of  their 
hart.  Yea,  oftentimes  they  haue  as  it  were  condrained 
their  bodies  to  change  their  nature,  thatthey  might  be 
made  fit  to  execute  whatfoeuer  their  wife  fpiritc  iudged 
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to  belong  to  dutie.  Was  there  euerany  Captaine  among 
the  Romanes  greater  thmlulim  Cxfor’Xtx.  was  he  of  a 
weake  and  tender  complexion,  fu bied  to  great  head- 
aches,and  vifited  fomtimes  with  the  falling  licknes.But  in 
Reed  of  vfing  the  weaknes  of  his  bodie  for  a cloke  to  line 
nicely  and  delicately,l)e  tooke  the  labors  of  warre  for  a h't 
medicine  to  cure  the  vntowardnes  of  his  bodie,  fighting 
againft  his  difeafe  with  continuall  labor  andexercife,  li- 
uing  foberly,and  lying  for  the  moft  part  in  the  open  aire, 
which  made  him  to  be  fo  much  the  more  admired  and  lo- 
ued  ofhis  fouldiers.  As  it  may  appeere  by  that  which  is  re- 
ported of  him , that  being  one  daye  by  reafon  of  a great 
llormeand  tempeft  greatly  vrged  with  want  of  lodging  in 

a plaine, where  there  was  but  one  little  cottage  belonging 

to  a Pealantjwhicli  had  but  one  chamber,he  commanded 
that  OppiKi, one  of  his  Captaines,who  was  il  at  eafe,  (liould 
be  lodged  there:  as  for  himfelfehe  layeabroad  with  the 
reft,f3ying:  that  the  moft  honorable  places  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  greatelt,  and  the  moft  neceffarie  for  fuch 
as  were  moft  difeafed.  What  (hall  we  fay  of  thofe,  who  be- 
ing impotentin  fome  part  of  their  members,  did  not- 
withftandingnot  diminifh  inanyfort,  but  augment  the  • 
glorieof  their  doings  ? Marcm  Sergim , a RomaneCap-  ufarcis  ser<-- 
tame,  hauing  loft  his  right  handin  a battdi.praftifedfo  i»ckcdhi"|h 
well  with  the  left  hand,that  afterward  in  an  armic  he  cha- 
lenged  foure  ofhis  enimies,one  after  another,  and  ouer- 
came  them  : fuch  force  hath  a good  hart , that  it  can  doe 
moreinoneonelylittle member,  thana  man  wellmade 
andfafliioned  in  all  points, that  hath  but  a cowardly  hart. 

We  might  lieereaiieadge  infinite  examples,  whereof  hi- 
ftories  are  full,  of  all  thofe  effeds,  which  we  faid  were  • 
broughtfoorth  by  the  \em\eo(  Fortitude  in  noble  minds: 
but  we  will  content  our  felues  to  touch  certaine  generals 
that  were  of  notable  and  politike  prowes  and  valure,  and 

■conftant in  their refolutions,afwell for fliortnes fake  , as 

alfobicaufe  heereafter  weiliallhaue  further  occafion  to 
bring  others  in  fight,  whenwehandle  more  at  large  the 
parts  and  branches  that  proceed  from  this  happieftalke 
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of  Vortitfide.  Mim  the  Greateft  commeth  firft  to  my  re-  ^ 
membrance,  to  prooue  that  the  refolution  of  a courage- 
ous hart  grounded  vpon  knowledge  and  thedifeourfeof 
reafoiijis  Hrme  and  immutable.This  Captaine  ol  the  Ro- 
niane  armie  being  fent  into  the  held  to  refill  the  furie  and 
\iolence  of being  Captaineof  the  Cartha- 
ginians,was  entred  into  Italy  with  great  force , determi- 
ned for  the  pubiike  welfare  and  neceffitie  to  delay  and 
prolong  the  warre , and  not  to  hazard  abattcll  but  with 
great  aduantage.  Whereupon  certaine  told  him, that  his 
owne  men  called  him  //<?««^^i!/j*fchoolemaifter,  and  that 
hewasieftedat  with  many  other  opprobrious  fpceches, 
as  one  that  had  fmall  valure  and  courage  in  him, and  ther- 
fore  they  counfelled  him  to  fight, to  the  end  he  might  not 
incurre  any  more  fuch  reprehenfions  and  obloquies , I 
Ihouldbe  (quoth  he  againeto  them)  a greater  Coward 
than  now  I am  thought  to  be,  it  1 Ihould  forfakc  my  deli- 
beration necefiarie  forthecommon  weltareand  fafetie, 
forfeareot  their  girding  fpeeches  and  bolts  of  mocke- 
rie,and  obey  thofe  (to  the  ruine  of  my  countrey)  whom  I 
ought  to  command.  And  in  deed  afterward  he  gaue great 
tokens  of  his  vnfpeakeable  valure , being  fent  with  three 
hundred  men  onely  to  encounter  with  the  faid  llannihaU 
and  feeing  that  he  muft  of  necefiitie  fightfor  the  fafetie  of 
the  Common-wealth , after  all  his  men  were  flaine,  and 
himlelfe  hurt  to  death  , he  rulhed  againll  lUnnibd  with  Co 
great  violence  and  force  of  courage , that  he  tooke  from 
him  the  diademe  or  frontlet,  which  he  had  about  his 
head, and  died  with  that  about  him  . Fomfey,  who  by  the 
renowmeof  his  highenterprifes  gotto  himfelfe  the  fur- 
nanreof  being  readie  to  faile  by  fea,and  to  palfe  in- 
to Italy , whether  he  was  to  cary  a certaine  quantitie  of 
wheate  to  meere  with  a famine, according  to  the  commif- 
lion  giuen  him  of  the  Senate, there  arofe  a very  great  tem- 
peft,  infomuch  that  the  mariners  made  great  doubt  to 
weigh  vp  their  anchors  . But  his  reibUuion  beeingwell 
made  before,  and  grounded  vpon  the  dutieof  a noble 
hart,he  tooke  (hipping  firfl  of  all,  audeaufed  the  failes  to 
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. be  fprcad  in  the  wind^faying  with  a loud  and  cleare  voice. 

It  is  neceiTarie  that  I go, but  not  neceiTaric  that  I liue.C^/-  cMmu4 
Hi  Man^.who  was  fix  tirries  Conful,  being  in  war  againil 
the  Allies  of  the  Romanes  that  were  reuol  ted,  inclofed 
himfelfe  one  day  with  trenches , and  fuffered  a thoufand 
iniurics  and  vaunting  fpeeches,  bothot  his  enimies  and 
ofhisownemen,  bucyetcared  nothingatall  forthem, 
nor  went  from  his  ddiberation,which  was  that  he  would 
not  fight  at  that  time.  And  when  Puhltus  Silio,  one  of  the 
chiefe  captaines  of  the  eniniie  cried  vnto  him,  faying  ; If 
thou  art  fuch  a great  Captaine,  men  report  of 

thee,  come  out  of  thy  carnpe  to  battell : Nay,  doe  thou, 

(quoth  he  againe  vnto  him)  if  thou  art  a great  Captaine, 
compell  me  to  come  out  to  battell  in  defpite  of  my  teeth. 
Afterward  this  Maritu  (hewed  himfelfe  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  valiant  and  courageous  men  of  iris  time , afwellini 
the  difeomfitureofthefaid  enemies,  as  in  two  other  bat- 
tels which  he  wanagainft  the  barbarous  Cimbrians  and 
Flemings,  who  were  entred  into  Italy  to  inhabite  there  : 
in  one  of  which  battels  about  a hundred  thoufand  figh- 
ting men  were  flaine  in  the  field  . tAgls  king  of  Lacede- 
monia,beingrcfoIued  to  fight  his  Councellors  told  him, 
thatthere  wasno  reafonfo  to  doe,  bicaufe  his  enemies 
were  ten  againft  one./r  wnfl  needs  he  ( quoth  this  courage- 
ous Prince)  that  he  which  willcontmandmanj^  mufi fight  alfio  a- 
manyfiVe  are  enough  to  put  naughtie  men  tojUghtJlho,  La- 
cedemonians vfe  not  to  aske  what  number  there  is  of  the 
enemies,but  onely  where  they  are.The  anfwer  which  x>hmcu4 

eneem  made  to  one  that  told  the  Councellof  Grecia,  that 
the  multitude  of  the  Barbarians  was  fo  great,  that  their 
arrowes  couered  thefunne,commeth  neere  to  the  coura- 
geous faying  of  king  >^^^.For  concluding  with  their  opi- 
perfivaded  to  fight,  Dienecus  made  this  anfwer: 

Thou  tellefi  vs  very  goodnerves.  Forif  the  multitudeof  the 
Medes  is  fuch , that  they  are  able  to  hide  the  Siinne,  they 
Wil  l offer  vs  the  meanes  how  to  fight  in  the  fhadowe , and 
not  in  the  heateof  theSunne,  Wemay  notheerepaffe  o- 
ner  with  (Hence  the  teftimonic  of  inuincible  Fortitude y 
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which  alwaies  findethmeanestoeffeahir  gJorioaspur- 
Thmifiocles,  pofeSjgiueti  by  7^hemiHocles,w\\Qx\  he  faw  the  fundrie  opi- 
nions of  the  Chieftaiaes  of  the  Grecian  arnde  vnder  the 
leading  of  Suribiades  the  Lacedemonian  , touching  the 
place  where  they  (hould  fight  with  Xerxes  fleet.  1 he  grea- 
teft  part  determined  to  forftke  Salamis,  where  they  were 
at  that  time,  and  to  retire  to  Peloponnefiis  , fearing  the 
great  force  of  their  enimies,who  were  about  twelue  hun- 
dred veflels, whereas  they  themfelues  had  but  three  hun- 
dred. But  Themiftocles  feiU  Sicinntu  his  childrens  Schoole- 
maifter  fecretly  in  a Sciffe  towards  the  Perlians,  aduerti- 
fingthemofthererolution  which  the  Grecians  had  ta- 
ken to  flie,faining  (as  he  made  Xerxes  beleeue}  that  he  fa- 
uored  their  fide  . Vpon  this  watchword  Xerxes 
of  his  armie  to  the  other  fide  of  Salamis.  Whereupon  the 
Grecians  confidecing  that  they  were  enuironedjrefolued 
and  fetled  themfelues  as  men  conftrained  to  fight,and  in 
deed  the  vidorie  remained  on  their  fide, to  the  confufioii 
& ouerthrow  of  their  enemies,  who  departedout  of  Gre* 
cia,which  otherwife  would  haue  been  greatly  iliaken,  had 
not  ThemiBocles  vfed  this  notable  ftratageme,  thereby  to 
ftaie  the  lliamefull  flight  of  his  Coun  trey  men.  It  was  this 
DamhdM,  yertue  of  For  tit  tide, \v\\\dic^\xkd  the  Lacedemo- 

nian to  make  thisanfwer  to  one  who  told  him,  that  the 
Lacedemonians  were  in  danger  to  fuffer  much  mifehiefe, 
if  they  agreed  not  with  l^hiltp,  who  was  armed  againfi  the 
Grecuns.  O my  friend  (quoth  he>  that  art  halfeawo- 
man,what  euill  can  he  caufe  vs  tofuffer,  feeing  we  make 
VmjUidss,  no  account  of  death  it  felfe  ? Dercyllides  being  fent  from 

Sparta  towards  king  T^rrhtis yto  know  wherefore  he  mar- 
ched with  his  armie  vpon  their  borders,  and  vnderflan- 
ding  of  him , that  he  commanded  them  to  receiueagaine 
their  king,  jkWhomc^  they  had  baniflied , or  elfc 

he  would  let  them  know,  that  they  were  not  more  valiant 
than  others  alreadie'  fubdued  by  bim,made  this  anfwer  : 
If  thou. art  a God  ux  feare  thee  not , bicaufe  we  hauc  not 
offended  thee:  but  ifthou  art  a man,  thouartno  better 
than  we , The  anfwer  which  certainc  PolonianEmbaffa- 
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dors  madeto  Alexander^ Great,  who  threatned  their  Anocabiean- 
coiintrey , (hcwechalfo  theexcellencie  of  their  courage. 

We  are  afraid  (quoth  they  to  him)  but  of  one  only  thing, 
namely  : leaft  the  skie  Ihould  fall  vpon  vs . Thunder  (as 
^lato  faith)  terriheth  children,and  threatnings  fooles. Maxardm, 
mxarchm  being  likewife  threatned  by  the  fame  Monarko 
that  he  ihould  be  hanged : Threaten  this  (quoth  he)  to  thy 
Courtiers,  who  f ear  e death : for  my  part,/ care  not  whether  I rot  in 
the  ^roundjor  ah  one  ground , Socrates  alfo  anfwered  thus  to  Socrates^ 
one  that  asked  him  whether  he  were  not  alhamed  to 
commit  any  thing  that  would  procure  his  death  : CMy 
friend , thou  doefi  not  well  to  thinks  that  a vertuom  man  ought  to 
r make  any  account  either  of  danger,  or  of  death , or  to  confider  any 
\ other  thing  in  all  his  aftions , than  this ; whether  they  are  iuB  or 

! vniuti  .good or  bad.  If  we  defire  to  fee  farther  what  effeds 

1 Fortitude  bringeth  foorth  in  the  greateft  and  moft  finifter 

dangers,  Marcus  Craffks  flial  feme  vs  for  fufficient  proofe  * MXrajpu^ 
i When  he  was  three  skore  yeercs  of  age , albeit  he  had  re-r 
I ceiued  the  foile  in  a battell  againft  the  Parthians,  where- 
i|  in  the  greateft  part  of  his  armie  was  deftroied , and  his 
if  fo.nne  being  Captaine  of  a thoufand  men , was  ftailie , 
whofe  death  feemed  more  to  aftonifh  the  reft  of  his  men, 
than  anye  other  danger,  yet  he  (hewed  himfclfein  this 
mifliap  more  vertuous.than  cuer  before,  & went  through 
all  his  bands  crying  aloud  in  this  mannec,:  It  is  1 alone,  Anotablcor*- 
my  fiends,  rohome  the  forow  andgriefe  of  this  lojfe  ought  to 
touch.But  the  greatnes  of  the  fortune, and  glorie  of  Rome 
remaineth  whole  and  inuincible , as  long  as  ye  ftand  on 
yourfeete  . Notwithftanding,if  yeehaue  any  compaf- 
fion  of  iiiee , feeing  mee  loofe  fo  valiant  and  vertuous  a 
1 fonne , I praye  you  (hewe  the  fame  by  changing  it  into 
wrath  againft  your  enemies , to  take  vengeance  of  their 
cruel  tie , and  be  not  abalhed  for  any  mifliap  befallen  vs : 
for  great  thinges  are  not  gotten  without  lofte  . Patience 
- in  trauels , and  Conftande  in  adueriities , haue  brought 
the  .Romane  Empire  to  that  greatnes  of  power  wherein 
it  is  now  placed . .With  fuch  fpecches  he  fought  vnto  the 
death  i Will  wee  haue  other  examples  of  woonderfull 
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proves  and  courage  ? ludas  tJUkcchahetu,  after  many  vi* 
dories  obtained  by  him  againft  the  Lieutenants  of  e^»- 
tioehm , and  againft  thofe  of  T^emetrtm , was  fet  vpon  and 
aflailed  with  two  and  twentie  thoufand  men  (others  fay 
two  and  thirty  thoufand)  hauing  himfelfe  but  eight  hun- 
dred^ or  a thoufand  with  him . And  being  counfelled  to 
retire  into  fome  place  of  fafetie,  God  forbid  (quoth  he^ 
that  the  Smnefhould  feeme  turnemy  backe  towards  mine  ene^ 
mies.  I hadrather  die  ythan  flaine  the  glorie  which  Ihauegot^ 
ten  by  vertue  with  an  ignomimoHs  and  pyamefull  flight . In  this 
refolute  pcrfwafion  he  greatly  weakened  his  enemies , 
and  yet  died  more  through  wearifomnes, than  of  blowes 
or  woundes  Ntdiich  he  had  rccciued  in  fight.  Leonides  kirtg: 
of  Sparta  , hauing  with  him  but  three  hundred  naturall 
Lacedemonians,  fought  and  put  to  flight  at  the  ftrait 
of  Thermopylis, three  hundred  thoufand  Perfians : but 
he  and  all  his  died  of  the  woundes  which  they  rcceiued 
in  that  fight . Lnciw  Dentatw  a Romane,  was  endued 
withfuch  Fortitudeand  Generofitie , that  one  writeth 
of  him , that  he  was  in  fixe  skorc  battels  and  skirmiflies, 
and  eight  times  came  away  Conquerour  from  fighting 
hand  to  hand  ; that  he  had  receiuedof  his  Captaincs  by 
wayeof  rewarde,  and  in  token  of  his  valurc,eighteenc 
launces , twentie  bards  for  horfes,  foure  skore  and  three 
bracelets , and  fixe  and  thirciecrownes  : and  laltly , that 
by  his  meancs  nine  Emperours  triumphed  in  Rome. 
Eumenptsz  Macedonian  Captaine,  hauing  beeneputto 
the  woorft  by  Antigomu,  retired  into  a flrong  hold, where 
being  befieged,  and  broughtto  parly  through  neceflltie 
of  viduals  and  munition , it  was  fignified  vnto  him  from 
his  enemie,that  reafon  would  he  fliould  come  and  fpeake 
with  him  vnder  his  faith  and  promife  without  Hoftages, 
feeing  he  was  both  greater  and  ftronger.  Ysw^Sumenut 
made  him  this  anfwer,  that  he  would  neuerthinhe  any  man 
greater  than  himflelfe^  as  long  as  he  had  his  flvord  in  hisowne 
power . And  therefore  demanding  of  him  no  woorie con- 
ditions, than  as  one  that  thought  himfelfe  to  be  hise- 
quall , he  failed  foorth  vpon  his  enemiewith  fuch  valurc 
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I'  and  courage,  that  he  fauedliimfelfe  out  of  thefrhandcs, 

j and  afterward  greatly  troubled  jintigonus.  AriUsnunes  Jrijimttnu 
1 j the  Meflenian , being  taken  by  the  Lacedemonians , and 
1 ■ deliiiered  fall  bound  to  two  fouldiers  to  be  kept,  he  drew 
; ' neere  to  a fire,  and  burned  afunder  his  bands  with  a litle 

> ; of  his  flelh : afterward  comming  fuddenly  vpon  his  kee- 
;(  pers , he  flew  them  both , and  faued  himfelfe . Lyfimacbus  lyfmchm. 

( beingcafttoaLionby^/irA:<i»<i?r,bicaufehegaueto  C4- 
I liHhenes  the  prifoner  that  poifon  wherewith  he  killed  him- 
)]  felfe,  fought  with  it , and  ftretching  foorth  his  arme  and 
:|  hand  all  armed  into  his  throte,  he  tooke  hold  of  his 
:|  toong  and  ftrangled  him . Whereupon  the  Monarch  e- 

• 1 uer  after  greatly  efteemed  and  honoured  him . By  thi  s 
\ fmall  number  out  of  infinite  examples , which  I could 
j heere  mention,  we  fee  the  great  and  woonderfullefftas 

of  this  vertucof  Fortitude,  which  are  nolefle  in  euerye 
f part  thereof  touched  in  our  difcourfe,  as  heereafter  I 
I hope  we  lhall  declare  at  large , Wherefore  we  may  well  . 

: fay, that  this  vertue  is  very  neceffarie  to  Hue  well  and  hap-  ' 

pily , and  to  lead  vs  to  the  end  of  our  being , which  is  to 
referre  both  our  life  and  death  to  the  onely  exercife  of 
I dutieand  honeftie:  that  by  it  weenioy  the  true  reft  of  the 

i foule.whichisnothingelfefasC/wrofaith^thanapeace- 
: able,  fweetc,  and  acceptable  conftancie,  which  vndoub- 

j tedly  alwaies  followeth  Fortitude,  being  crowned  with 
I thefe  two  ineftimable  rewardes  , the  contempt  of 
I j griefe , and  of  death ,.  whereby  we  forfake  that  which  is 
1;  mortall , that  we  may  imbrace  heauenlie  thinges  in  the 
' j hope  and  certaine  expedation  of  that  happie  immdrta-  . 
litie. 

I ■ 

I Of  Timor oufnes , Foare^  and  CmardlweSt  and  of 
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• may  call  to  remembrance  that  fay- 

T o B . W ing  of  Plato  before  mentioned , that  a 

j ▼ ▼ temperate  man , not  indued  with  the 

I T iij  vertue 
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vcrtuc  of  K?mW^falleth  eafille  into  cowardlincs  & bafe- 
nes  of  mind,which  is  the  defed  of  that  vertue, which  euen 
now  wedefcribed  : andlikewife^that  aftrong  and  valiant 
man  without  the  direction  of  Prudence  and  Temperance,  is 
cafily  caried  away  with  temcri tie  and  boldnes  , which  is 
the  exceife  of  the  fame  vertue . Which  two  vices  are  fo 
hurtful!  in  the  foule,  that  he  which  is  infeded  with  them,, 
holdeth  much  more  of  the  nature  of  a beaft,  than  of  that 
cifence  wherein  he  was  created. Let  vs  then  coniider  what 
thefe  imperfedions  are,  that  through  the  horror  of  that 
infamie  which  followeth  them , we  may  be  more  zealous 
to  follow  that  which  is  decent  and  honeft. 

Aser.  We  muff  take  good  heede  (faith  Or^r^^jleaft 
through  feare  ofperil  we  commit  an^y  thing  that  may  luft-^ 
ly  argue  vs  to  be  timorous  and  fearfull . But  withall  we 
muft  bewarethatwe  offer  not  our  felues  vnto  dpgers 
without  caufe , than  which  nothing  is  more  fooliih  and 
blamc-woorthie. 

A M A N A.  It  is  not  feemely  for  a man  (faith  Plato)  to 
commit  any  cowardly  ad  to  auoid  perill . Temeritie  alfo 
fetteth  foorth  it  felfc  with  courage,  and  contempt  of  dan- 
gers,but  vnaduifedly  and  to  no  purpofe.  Butletvsheare 
A R A M,who  will  handle  this  matter  more  at  large. 

Aram.  Albeit  there  is  no  greater  difgrace  than  to  be 
iuftly  reproched  with  a cowardly  and  faint  hart,efpecially 
for  youth  to  be  called  effeminate,  yetis  that  feare  good, 
which  turneth  vs  away  from  diflioneft  things, and  maketh 
man  ftaied  and  wel  aduifed.This  is  the  caufe  why  the  An- 
cients fpeaking  of  feare, made  it  twofold,  the  one  good  & 
Two  kinds  of  iiecefrarie,the  other  cuill  and  hurtfull  • The  firft , which 
feare.  they  grounded  vpon  a good difeourfe  of  reafon&iudge-- 

mentjWas  fo  efteemed  and  honored  of  them , that  in  the 
' citie  of  Sparta , which  for  armes  & arts  flourifhed  moft  a- 
ATcmpie  dedi.  mong  the  Grecians,there  was  a temple  dedicated  & con- 
cated  to  feare.  j-q  feare:which,as  they  aflfirmed,better  main- 

tained and  preferued  the  eftate  of  Common-wealthes, 
than  any  other  thing  whatfoeuer,  bicaufe  thereby  man 
was  led  to  ftand  more  in  awe  of  blame,  reproch,  & difho- 

' nor, 
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nor,thanofdcathorgriefe.  Which  thing  maketh  him 
both  apter  & readier  to  vndercake  & to  execute  all  vertu- 

( OUS&  laudable  matters,whenfoeuer  good  &:iufl:occafion 
I (hall  be  ofFred,  & alfo  more  flaied  againft  euerie  rafli  & vn- 

r iuft  enterprife  that  might  procure  dammage  to  the  com- 

mon-u^ealth.And  this  was  the  occafion  of  that  Prouerbe^ 

I Feare  alrvaies  accompanieth  [hame»  Another  reafo n al  leadged 

I by  thefe  wife  men , whie  they  honoured  in  fuch  fort  this  The  feare  of 
! fained  goddelTe,  was,bicaufe  to  doubt  and  feare  nothing  eni, 

I was  more  hurtfull  to  Common-wealths , than  their  verie  tTe  oVaCom!^''' 
I neighbour  enimies , the  feare  of  whome  was  their  fafetie 

i and  aflurance . The  other  naughtie  and  pernicious  feare  ^ - 

[ ftandeth  of  two  kinds . The  firll:  beeing  deftitute  of  all 

I good  reafonand  alTured  iudgement,  is  that  which  we  call 

I Cowardlines  and  Pufillanimitie^alwaies  followed  of  thefe 

1 two  perturbations  of  the  foule , Feare  and  Sadnes , and  is 

[ the  defed  of  the  vertue  of  Fortitfide , which  wee  purpofe 

I chiefly  to  handle  at  this  prefent . The  Grecian  s called  it 

I by  thefe  two  words  wpCoc  and  the  one  fignifieng  tro- 

I ble,  the  other  a band  •,  as  if  they  would  hauefaid,  that 

i it  held  the  foule  bound , and  wholie  troubled . They  af- 

I firmed  alfo , that  this  feare  was  as  it  were  a giddinelTe  and 

alienation  of  the  mind  from  the  right  fenfe , making  the . 
foule  idle,  dead,  void  of  euerie  good  exploit  or  effed 
. whatfoeuer . The  lafi:  kind  offeare  is  that  which  worketh 
in  the  wicked  a feare  of  paine  and  punifliment  appointed 
for  offences, wherby  they  are  as  it  were  with  a bridle  kept 
backe  andreftrained  from  prefuming  to  commit  their 
villanies  and  damnable  purpofes  . Now  as  the  firft  kind 
offeare  faid  to  be  good  and  neceflarie,  is  a great  token  of 
a commendableandvertuous  nature,  as  that  which  for 
good  caufe  is  grounded  vpon  the  feare  of  reproch  and 
infamie,  and  vpon  a defire  to  effed  whatfoeuer  belong- 
eth  to  dutie  : fo  the  one  of  thefe  two  laft  kinds  teftifieth  a 
vile, contemptible, and  abied  nature;and  the  other  a wic- 
ked & corrupt  difpofition . W/^/^ir/^lpeaking  of  this  good  ofchegooa 
feare  calleth  it  one  of  the  Elements  & grounds  of  vertue, 
faying,  that  it  ischieflie  requifite  atid  neceflarie  for  thofe 

T iii;  that 
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that  haue  authoritie  ouer  others , who  ought  to  feare  ra- 
' ther  to  pradife  euil , than  to  receiue  puniihment  for  the 

fame,  bicaufe  the  firft  is  the  caufe  of  the  latter,  not  onelie 
to  thcmfelaes,  but  tofo  manie  as  wallow  in  wickedneile, 
which  is  neuer  without  recompenfc.  Therefore  a prudent 
and  well  adiiifed  man  ought  to  haue  this  feare  ahvaies 
It  isioineawith  before  his  eies,  T meane  this  childlike  feare,  which  is  vn- 
theaueioucoffeparablyioinedwiththe  true  louewe  owe  to  our  com- 
mon  father,  and  is  the  beginning  ofall  wifedome , wher- 
by  wc  are  induced  to  honour  him . And  looke  how  much 
the  more  the  ancient  Pagans  were  kept  in  awe  by  this 
good  feare,  fo  much  the  more  fliall  our  condemnation 
Jcrpea^cgood  be  doubled,  if  we  defpifc  it.  The  dutic  alfo  of  this  prcfi- 
of  bur  coimtrie.  table  feare  is , to  haue  an  eie  vnto  the  good  and  fafetie  of 
our  countrie,  and  to  caufe  vs  faithfully  to  difcharge  euery 
charge  committed  vnto  vs,to  the  end  we  incurre  not  per- 
petuail  (hame  and  infamie  among  all  gocxi  men . It  cau- 
feth  vs  to  feare  onelie  the  diflionor  of  an  vnaduifed  coun- 
iel  or  ad:ion,and  to  accountit  very  feemelie  & honorable 
to  be  blamed  and  euil  fpoken  of  for  well  dooing,  which 
Alexander  the  great  faid  did  well  become  a king  . This 
Vhocion,  good  feare  made  , who  for  his  defert  andvalure 

was  chofen  generall  of  the  Atheniens  fine  & fortie  times, 
to  faie , that  he  would  neuer  counfell , but  hinder  to  the 
vttermofl  of  his  power  that  enterprife  of  w'ar,  which  they 
would  haue  concluded  againft  Alexander  . For  (faid  he) 
although  the  A thenians  would  call:  a waie  themfelues,  yet 
I will  not  fuffer  them  to  doe  fo,  bicaufe  I haue  for  that 
intent  & purpofe  taken  vpon  me  the  charge  ofa  Captain. 
And  when  Tyemoslbenes , whoperfuadcd.this  warre,  faid 
vnto  him,  the  people  will  kill  thee  if  they  enter  intoafu- 
rie  ; replied , Naie  they  will  kill  thee,  if  they  be 

jntigonw,  ^vell  in  their  wits  . the  fecond,  king  of  Mace- 

donia, declared  what  benefit  commeth  of  this  good  feare 
neceflarie  for  the  forefight  of  a wife  and  experienced  cap- 
taine  in  warre , when  retiring  once  from  before  hiseni- 
mies  who  came  to  alTaile  him,  and  being  told  by  certaine 
that  he  fled,  heanfwered,  Itiscleanecontrarie  . For  I 

looke 
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4 looke  backe  to  that  profit  urjch  is  behind  me . As  touch- 
I ing  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  alreadie  nientioncd , that 
( to  fiand  in  feare  of  nothing  is  more  hurtful  to  Common- 

) wealthes  than  foraine  enimies  : it  is  that  which  Sc/pro  sdph 
. Najica  a Romane  Senator  meant  to  fignifie  , when  vpon 
the  hearing  of  fome , who  faid  that  Rome  was  in  fafetie, 
if  Carthage  were  laid  waft;  he  replied,  that  it  was  fane  o- 
! therwife . For(faid  he)  we  are  in  greater  danger  now  than 
i euer,  bicaufe  we  ftand  no  more  in  aweofanie:whereby  he 

wifelie  inferred,  that  too  great  and  vnlooked  forprofpe-  xheeffeasof 
; ritie  of  cities  is  commonly  the  caufe  of  raifinc  ciuill  wars  toogrcatproi. 

I in  them  & fecret  diiiifions , or  elfe  of  bringing  into  them  monwcT^r 

. fo  great  idlenes , that  by  it  a gate  is  opened  to  all  vices.as 
I in  truth  it  fell  out  with  the  Romans.  Forthen  beein^in 
the  top  of  their  felicirie  and  greatnefle , by  reafon  of  the 
: deliruaionafvvellofthe  Carthaginians  by  theyon- 

5 ger,  as  ofthe  Macedonians  vnder  Terfiu^  and  iAfitrochfu, 

the  people  began  to  abufe  their  authoritie, preferring  vn- 
) to  eftates  and  places  ofhonour,  not  the  bell  andiufteft 
i j citizens.but  fuch  as  flattered  them  moft  in  their  vices  and 
I diflblutenes,  and  wan  their  hearts  with  prodigall  and  fu- 
(|  pcrfluoiisfeaftsand  diftributions,  to  whomethcyfolde 
t their  publike  voices.  Whereupon  in  thcend.thofe  ciuill 
I wars  arofcjwhich  was  the  caufe  of  their  finall  ouerthrow, 

and  of  the  alteration  of  theirpopular  eftate  into  a tyran- 
■ nie,  afterwards  called  a Monarchic.  But  this' difeourfe 
being  the  matter  of  another  Subied:,  let  vs  come  to  the 
defed  ofthe  vertue  of  Fortitude  .which  is  afeare  voidc 
of  reafon  and  aflurance , and  argueth  a faintand  coward- 
he  hart , caufing  a man  through  want  of  fenfe  and  vnder- 
ftanding  to  account  this  the  fureft  waie,  to  doubt  all 
things , and  todiftrufi:  euerie  one . Of  this  feare  one  of 
the  ancients  fllid . t nk^th  Citvaie  weworie  iiKdttlt^ood  ef~ 

fills  fiom  euerie  art  and induSlrie.  Y ea  fometimes  fonie  haue 
beetle  found  fofaiht-harted,  that  as  foone  as  this  feare 
feazed  vpon  them.they  gaue  vp  the  ghoft,  not  beeing  op- 
prefled  with  ante  other  euill  or  violence  . Jtis  in  this  paf- 
fion  that  Feare  and  Greefi  fullie  pradife  their  power, 

being 
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being  grounded  vpon  a falfe  opinion  of  euill,  and  {U^’ornc 
enimiestoallreftand  tranquillitie, gnawing  and  confu- 
ming  life  as  ruft  doth  fteele  or  yron  . Neither  is  this  feare 
without  an  vnrulie  defire  and  immoderate  ioie  in  things 
that  areworldlie,  bafe,  and  contemptible, whereupon 
the  foule  is  continuallie  carried  hither  and  thither  , with 
pernicious  and  immoderate  paflions,  which  depriuehir 
of  the  cxcellencie  of  hir  immortalitie  to  attend  to  the 
mortall  and  corruptible  afFedions  of  the  flefli.  Alexander 
fpake  offuch  as  are  poffefled  with  this  feare,when  hefaid, 
that  no  place  is  fo  ftrong  by  nature  and  fituation , which 
fearefull  men  iudge  fafe  enough . Therefore  the  Saty- 
ricall  Poet  faid  verie  well  , that  Fortune  dwayes  maketh 
timarommen  Itttle . For  although  they  be  borne  bigge  of 
ftature , yet  the  fmall  courage  of  their  hearts  maketh 
them  fo  much  the  more  contemptible , bringing  foorth 
worfe  and  more  dangerous  efteds,  and  making  themyn- 
woorthy  of  all  intermedling  with  matters  of  eftate,of  po- 
licie,or  of  warre.In  this  number,  among  many  whom  hi- 
ftories  mention,we  may  heere  reckon  ClauMm  the  firft  of 
the  C£fars, who  was  fofaint-harted,bafe-minded,  & bloc- 
kifii,that  his  mother  faid  often  of  him,  that  Nature  hadhe^ 
gun, but  not  finished  him.hwd  truly  a hartles-felloWjOr  one  of 
litle-hartjis  nothing  els  but  a bodie  without  a foule.  The 
memorie  of  fuch  men  (of whome  we  fee  but  too  many  ex- 
amples among  vs)  ought  to  be  buried  in  obliuion  , and 
duringtheirlifctime  theyihouldremaine  vnknowneaf- 
wel  for  their  owne  honor, as  for  the  good  of  the  common 
focietie  of  men, to  which  they  could  not  but  be  offenfiue 
and  hurtfull.  For  the  moft  part  they  are  not  onely  afraid 
of  men, of  the  hazards  of  warres,  of  troubles  & feditions, 
of  the  dangers  of  long  voyages, of  the  lofle  of  their  goods, 
ofdifeafcsjof  dolors, yea, of  the  leaft  difcommodities  and 
aduerfities  that  can  befall  men  : the  euent  of  all  which, 
caufeththemvfually  to  forget  all  reafon  and  dutie,  but 
they  are  alfo  frighted  with  dreames  , they  tremble  at 
fights  and  vifions  , they  credite  falfe  abufing  fpirits,  and 
with  a forlorne  feare  they  ftand  in  awe  oi  the  celeftiall 
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' fignes . Briefly,  vpon  the  leaft  occafions  that  may  bc.and 
I fuch  as  are  vnvv'oorthie  the  care  of  a prudent  and  valiant 
( mind,  they  fall  oftentimes  into  fuch  vexation  of  fpiritc, 
thatthcy  loofe  italtogither,  and  become  mad  and  inra- 
ged  : infomuch,  that  many  hauehaftened  forward  with 
their  owne  hands,the  end  of their  fo  miferable  daies  . As 
i we  read  of  Mj/dM  king  of  Phrygia , who  being  troubled 
and  vexed  with  certaiiie  dreames  , grew  to  be  defperate, 

: anddiedvoluntarily bydrinkingtliebloudofaBull. 

! riUodemHs  alfo,king  of  the  Meifenians , being  in  warre  a- 
! gainft  hisrubieas,ithappenedthatthe  dogs  howled  like 
I woolues.which  came  to  pafle  by  reafon  of  a certain  herbe 
j called  Dogfleeth , growing  about  his  altar  at  home  : 
Wherupon  vnderftanding  by  the  Southfayers  that  it  was 
an  euillfigne,  hewasftroken  with  fuch  a feare  and  con- 
ceit thereof,  that  he  flue  himfelfe  . Cajfius  the  captaine  caffim. 
had  a better  hart  when  he  anfwered  a Chaldean  Aftrolo- 
gian,  whocounfelled  him  notto  fight  with  the  Parthians 
vntill  the  Moone  had  palled  Scorpio  j I feiiyt}7ot  ^t^uoth 
he)  Scorpions  , buttArchers.  This  bee  fpake  bicatife  the 
Romane  armie  had  beene  put  to  the  worft  before  in  the 
I plaineofChaldea  by  the  Parthian  archers  . Neuertheles 
that  which  we  ^ake  of  Mdas  and  AriHodemus  is  feldome 
I followed , yea  is  rarelyfound  amongfl:  cowards,and  bafe 
minded  fellowes  , who  commonly  flie  from  temporall  feneofle'* 
death  as  much  as  may  be,  as  alfo  from  griefe,  which  they 
n fearein  fuch  fort,  that  contemning  all  vertue  and  iuftice 

! they  labour  for  nothing  more,thaivtopreferue  their  Hues 
togither  with  their  carnal!  commodities,  for  the  obtai- 
; ,ning  of  which  they  feeme  to  Hue  cleane  without  all  care 
of  their  foule,  as  if  hir  portio  were  in  this  world,  & ibould 
end  togither  with  the  bodie.  The  effeas  of  this  feare  of 
death  are  fijfficiently  felt  ofeuerie  one  in  particular,  the 
number  of  them  being  veriefinall,  who  would  not  wil- 
lingly make  (as  we  fay>  afluce  to  their  confidences , that 
they  might  be  deliuered  thereof.  Let  vs  then  confefle  our 
ftluestobefearefullandfaint-harted,  and  not  boaftof 
Pottitude  and  gencrofitie  of  hart,  which  will  not  fulfer  vs' 

to 
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to  ftandin  feare,  no  not  of  certaine  death  in  an  holie  and 
honeft  caufe : fo  farre  is  it  from  fearing  and  forfaking  du- 
tie  through  doubt  of  an  vncertaine  death  • That  which 
Speron  rehearfeth  in  his  dialogues  of  a gentleman  of  Pa- 
dua fufficiently  (heweth  what  maruellous  force  is  in  the 
apprchenfion  and  conceit  of  death , which  extendeth  it 
felfe  not  onelie  vponthefpiritesofmen,  butalfochan- 
geth  the  nature  of  their  bodies , who  want  conftancie  to 
beare  and  fuftaine  a fmall  and  light  griefe  for  the  inioieng 
of etcrnall goods.  This yoong gentleman  being  put  m 
tiemans  hairc  in  prifon  vpon  fomc  iccufution , it  w^s  toldchiiTi  y that  or  ^ 
onenight.  his  head  fliould  be  cut  off  the  daie  following . 

Which  ne  wes  altered  him  in  fuch  fort , that  in  one  onelie 
night  hee  was  all  white  & greie-headed  .whereof  before 
there  was  no  fliew  or  appearance,  and  fo  he  liuedlong 
rime  after . Befides,  experience  daily  miniftreth  vnto  vs 
fufficientproofeofthe  mifehiefes  which  proceed  of  want 
of  courage  and  faint-hartcdnes.efpecially  in  rnatters  of 

eftate,  gouernment,  and  publike  offices,  wherein  a feare- 

full  and  foft  man,  for  euerie  reproch.diflike , or  euill  opi- 
nion of  the  world , yea  of  fuch  as  are  moft  ignorant , and 
much  more  for  the  leaft  dangers  of  his  perfon,  and  for 
feareand  threatnings  of  the  greater  fort , yeeldeth  eafilie 
againft  all  dutie,  and  fuffereth  himfelfe  to  be  drawne  to 

the  error  of  the  wicked  and  common  fort  . As  for  the 

middle  and  lefler  fort,  wherefore  feme  they  being  void  of 
reafonandaffurance?  Homer  iaith. , that  king  Agamemnon 
aSXkh.  tiilpenfidmtharich  Coward  forgoing  to  warre  ferfinaify , for  a 
rich  coward,  ji^are  which  he gaue  him , \A^herein  truly  he  had  great  rea- 

fon , bicaufe  a fearcfull  man  hurteth  much  and  profiteth 
little.not  onely  in  warre,  but  euen  in  euery  good  and  ver- 
tuousaaion.  This  caufed  that  great  captaine  PaulmAe- 
milius  to  fay,  that  magnanimitie  and  courage  were  for  the 
moft  part  reuerenced  in  euery  enimie  of  theirs,  but  that 
' cowardlines,  although  it  had  good  fuccefte,  yet  was  it  al- 

wayes  and  of  all  men  defpifed.  I might  here  mention  fun- 
dry  vices,  which  ordinarily  growe  and  are  nouriffied  of 
cowardlines  and  pufillanimitic,  as  namely,  crueltie,trca- 
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; fon,breach  ofpromife,impatiencic,  idlenefre,  floutli,  co-  wiwtvices 
{ uetoufnes,enuie,backbiting,  and  all  iniuftice,  uxtc  it  not  rro“V<i  o” 
j thatl  hope thefequeleofourdifcourfes  will  oftervsmat- 
1 terandoccafion  to  handle  thefe  vices  particularly,  our 
( houre  not  affording  vs  time  and  leafure  to  enter  vpon  fo 
! many  things  togither.  There  remaineth  yeta  «'ord  to  be 
* fpoken  of  that  feare  which  I faid  did  accompany  the  fro- 
! ward  and  wicked  many  times,  being  called  by  the  Poet  a 
t feruile  feare,  which  through  the  onely  horror  of  punilh- 
'(  ment  holdeth  them  backe  from  pradifing  their  wicked 
i purpofes.  Ofthem  fpake  ‘Vytharoras  when  he  fayd  that  he 
which  careth  not  for  doing  ofeuill  in  any  other  refpeft, 
j'  but  onely  bicaufe  he  would  not  be  punifhed  is  very  wic- 
{ ked.  Now  although  fuch  feare  is  accurfed,and  to  be  con- 
i demned  in  all,  yet  is  it  neceffarie  for  the  preferuation  of 
ji  humane  focietie . For  otherwife,  all  things  would  run  to 
) confufion  through  the  flumeles  malice  of  the  wicked,  of 
i-  whom  the  earth  is  full.  And  it  is  a great  deale  better,  that 
t through  fuch  feare  they  ihould  be  reftrained  fron/ their 

i wicked  defiresandwils,than  that  they  fliould  without  all 

: feare  abandon  themfelues  to  put  them  in  execution  : al- 
i b'eittheyareno  way  excufablc  before  God,  who  requi- 
! reth  to  be  ferued  with  hart  andfpirit.  Neuertheleffe,fuch 
! feare  doth  not  ak'ayes  ftay  them  from  putting  their  ma- 
I lice  in  effea,buc  the  more  they  are  retained,  fo  much  the 
I more  arc  they  inflamed  and  kindled  with  a defireto  fatif- 
I fie  their  corrupt  will,  which  in  the  end  is  conftrained  to' 

I burft foorth,  and  euidently  to  fliew  that  mifchiefe  which 
they  kept  (ecret  a long  time.  But  if  the  commo  fort  (faith 
Seneca)  be  ftaied  by  lawes  from  committing  euil,  the  Phi- 
lofopher  contraiywife  hath  reafon  for  all  lawes,  doing 

good  not  bicaufe  the  law  commandeth  it,  and  abftaining 

fro  euil  not  bicaufe  it  forbiddeth  it,  but  bicaufe  he  know- 
eththeonetobehoneft,  and  the  other  vile  and  wicked  , 

Hauing  now  feene  that  vice  which  is  cleanc  contrary  to 
Fortitude,  and  knowing  that  cucry  vertue  hath  a counter- 
feit follower  thereof,  no  doubt  but  raflinefle  is  that  vice  ofra(hne/rt& 
which  falflyfhrowdeth  it  felfe  vndcr  the  title  oi  Fortitude 
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and  valure  . For  this  vertuc  eafily  ouerthroweth  it  felfe 
if  it  be  not  vndcrpropped  with  good  counfailc,  and  the 
greater  abil it ie  itfuppofeth  to  haucinit  felfe,  thefoo- 
ner  it  turneth  afide  to  wickedneffe,  ifprudencegouerne 
it  not . This  is  that  which  Ifocrates  faith, that  FortitHde  ioi- 
ncd  with  Prudence  is  auaileable  , but  otherwife  it  pro- 
cureih  more  euill  than  good  to  the  poifeifors  thereof  . If 
Fortitnde  (faith  without  neceiTarieconilraint, 

or  fora  diQioneft  matter hazardeth  hir felfe  intodaun- 
gers,  (he  chaungeth  into  raQmeife  . He  that  doth  anic 
thing  at  all  aduentures  (faith  not  conlidering 

how  well  he  doth  it,  ought  not  to  be  called  vertuous : 
but  onely  if  he  put  it  in  execution,  after  knowledge, 
confultationandeledion  . Therefore  as  it  is  a noble  ade 
to  make  fuch  account  of vertue,  as  for  the  loue  thereof, 
not  to  feare  the  Ioffe  of  life,  otherwife  very  deare;  fo  is 
itapoincofranineffcandfollie  to  contemne  life  vpon  a 
fmall  and  light  occafion.  Rafnneffe  than  is  that  which 
caufethaman  with  ioy  of  hart,  and  for  a vaine  and  fri- 
uolous  matter,  to  call  himfelfe  intocertaine  & vndoub- 
ted  daungers,  and  to  defire  earneftly  to  fall  into  them, 
to  vndertake  all  things  vnaduifedly,  and  vneonfirained 
to  exped  thofe  perils  which  he  knowethwill  fall  vpon 
him.  The  Elder  hearing  certaine  men  to  commend 

one  openly  who  defperately  hazarded  himfelfe,  and  was 
bold  without  diferetion  in  perils  of  warre,faid  vnto  them; 
That  ther^  great  difference  hetweene  much  eUeemtng  of 
vertfiCy  and  little  waighingof  life : as  if  he  would  haiie  laid, 
that  it  is  a commendable  thing  to  defire  life  to  be  vertu- 
ous. And  truely  to  Hue  and  die  are  nor  of  themfelues 
good,  but  to  do  both  of  them  rightly  and  in  a good  mat- 
ter. Sothat  to  fliunne  death,  ifit  proceed  not  from  a faint 
hart,  is  not  to  be  reprehended.  Butrafimeife  isefpecial- 
lietobecondemnedin  Captaines  andHeads  of  Armies, 
as  that  which  procureth  great  dammage  to  kingdoines 
Iphicratcscom.  and  monarchies,  and  to  fo  manic  as  march  vnder  their 
P^irifonofanar.  condtid: . This  IS  that  which an  Athenian  cap- 
mkioamiws  Icame,  who  compared  in  an  armie 

the 
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the  Scoiites  lightly  armed  to  the  handcs  ; the  Horfemeii 
to  the  Feete  : the  battaile  of  Footemen  to  the  Sto- 
macke  and  bread  : and  the  Captaine  to  the  Head  of 
i a Mans  bodie  . For  (fayde  he)  the  Captaine  that  ha- 
I zardeth  himfclfe  too  iimch,  and  throweth  himfelfe  in- 
( to  daunger  without  caiife,  is  not  rctchleiTc  of  his  own 
V life  onely,  but  alfo  of  all  thofe  whofe  fafetie  dependeth 
■(  vpon  him  : and  contrarywife  , in  caking  care  for  the 
] fafegard  of  his  ownc  pcrfon  , he  caretii  therewithal! 

!(:  for  all  thofe  that  are  vnder  him  . /Jaaa^  the  Lacede-  Thcrafhneflb 
-i  monian  feeyng  Epammond.ts  with  the  I'hebane  armie  at 
i hand  agaynd  the  Spartanes  , readie  to  force  and  take 
( their  Citie,  vaclo'thed  himfelfe  darke  naked,  puttyng 
1 offhis  Shirte  and  all  , and  taking  a Partifane  in  one 
- hand,  and  a fworde  in  the  other,  he  went  with  might 
1,  and  mayne  agaynd  his  enemies,  where  he  (hewed  great 
i proweh'e  and  vaiure  . For  which  behauiour  although 
: he  had  a Crowne  giuen  him  by  the  Seignorie  accor- 
I ding  to  the  ciidome  that  was  amongd  them  , yet  he 
i was  fined,  bicaiife  he  hazarded  his  lyfe  fo  raddy  . We 
» fee  daylie  among  vs  but  too  manie  examples  of  great 
. niifchiefes  w’hich  befall  men  through  their  radinefie, 
led  with  ambition  and  defire  of  vayne-glorie' . There- 
' fore  to  conclude  , and  to  drawe  fome  profite  out  of 
our  prefent  difeourfe  , we  fay  that  we  ought  to  feare 
the  incurring  of  blame  and  diihonour  for  filthie  and 
vnhoned  matters,  and  for  euill  deeds-^  and  arc  to  fiaun 
all  feare  proceeding  of  want  of  courage , of  pufillani- 
mitie,  and  of  a depraued  and  corrupted  nature  : this 
laft,  as  proper  and  peculiar  to  the  wicked,  and  the  o- 
ther , as  that  which  maketh  a man  vnapt  to  all  good 
and  commendable  thinges  . And  as  it  is  an  ade  of 
Prudence  and  Fortitude  to  prouide  for  a tempeft  and 
for  ftormes  to  come,  ( when  the  ihippe  is  ftill  in  the 
Hauen)  and  yet  not  to  be  afrayd  in  the  raiddeft  of 
ftormes : fo  isit  a point  of  rafoneife  fora  man  to  throw 
himfelfe  wittingly  into  an  euident  danger,  which  might 
be  auoyded  without  any  breach  of  Yertueand  lufiice.. 

Therfore 
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Therefore  faith,  that  timorous  and  ra(h  men  fearc 
& enterprife  vnaduifedly,  whatfoeuer  they  take  in  hand, 
but  that  noble  minds  do  all  things  with  prudence.  This 
How  a man  may  is  that  which  Sef7eca  faith  : thoumaifi  bevaltant  if  thou 
era  ant.  ^ cafl  not  thy  felfe  into  ferils  ^ Kor  dejtrefi  to  fall  into  them  as  timo^ 
ro/is  men  Jo : neither  abhorreft  or  fiandefi  in  feare  of  them,  as  be^ 
ing  timorous.  But  following  the  fage  aduice  of  Cicero,bQfovt 
we  enterprife  any  thing,  we  muft  not  onely  confider  whe- 
ther it  be  honeft  and  commendable,  but  alfo  whether 
there  be  any  like  meane  to  execute  it,that  neither  throgh 
cowardlines  we  giue  itouer , nor  through  greedkdefire 
and  prefumption,  we  purchafe  to  our  felues  the  reputati- 
on of  rafli  men  : obferuingmoreouer  incuery  matter  of 
importance  this  Maxime  of  eftate , that  before  we  begin 
any  thing, we  muft  diligently  prepare  and  forefee  whatfo- 
euer is  neceifaric  thereunto. 


Of  (J^gnanimitie  and  ^enerojitie.  Chap.  1 7. 

WHen  that  faying  of  Ariflotle  cometh  to 
my  remembrance,^^4^  Fortitude  Ut  me^ 
diocritic  in  fearing  enterprijing,  but  that 
Adagnanimitie  c on ffleth  in  great  things, \ am  fomewhat  trou- 
bled in  the  vnderftading  of  this  ientece;  bicaufe  it  femeth 
he  would  put  a difference  betweene  Fortitude  and  Magna^ 
if  this  latter  had  more  excellencie  andperfedi- 
on  in  it  than  the  other  . For  this  caufe  my  Companions, 
hauing  intreated  this  morning  of  the  vertue  of  Fortitude,\ 
propound  now  vnto  you  to  difeourfe  vnto  vs  what  Mag^ 
nanimitieis, 

A c H I T o B.  Among  mortall  and  perifliing  things, 
there  is  nothing  ( as  the  Philofophers  fay)  that  ought  to 
trouble  the  Magnanimitieofa  noble  hart. But  I find  that 
they  propound  vnto  vs  in  this  wordfucha  wifedomc,as 
cannot  be  in  him  that  remaineth  all  his  life  time  fubied 
to  affedions  and  perturbations.  For  this  they  would  not 
hauein  true  Magnanimitie,which  notwithftanding  is  wel 
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able  to  bring  foorth  infinite  wonderfull  effeftsout  of  a 
noblemind,caufingittobcneucrvnprouidedof  a good 
refolution  to  be  put  in  execution  according  to  the  ouer- 
th warts  that  happen  vnto  him. 

A s E R,  The  propcrtie  of  a noble  fpirit  (faith  Cicero)  is 
not  to  be  turned  afide  through  ingratitude  from  the  de- 
fire of  doing  good  to  all  menjeuen  to  his  enemies,  as  alfo 
to  leaue  carking  for  that  which  is  mortall , that  he  may 
imbrace  celeftiall  things. But  wc  fliall  vnderfiand  more  at 
large  of  thee  A m a n a,  how  thefe  marueilous  effeds  are 
works  of  true  magnanimitie, 

A M A N A . Although  the  vertue  of  Fortitude  be  neuer 
perfeded  without  Magnanimitie,  (which  is  as  much  to  whatMagnu- 
fay,asgeneroritieornoblenesofhart)  as  that  which  vn- 
doubtedly  is  comprehended  vnder  the  firft  part  of  Forti- 
tude, which  Cicero  calleth  Magnificence , or  a doing  of 
great  &:  excellent  things,  yet  notwithftanding  it  feemeth 
ihdLi  this  word  Magnanimitie  czxiQxh  with  it  fome  greater 
and  more  particular  Empafis,  & that  a man  may  fay,  that 
the  wonderful  effeds  thereof  appeare  principally  in  thre^ 
points,whereofI  purpofe  here  to  difcourfe.The  firft  con-  Magnam'micic 
cerning  extreme  and  defperate  matters,  as  when  a man  is 
pad  all  hope  offauing  his  life,  wherein  perfed  magnani- ^ reetungs. 
mitie  always  knoweth  how  to  find  out  a conuenient  re- 
medieand  wife  confolation,  not  fuffering  himfelfe  to  be 
vexed  therewith.  Thefecond  refpcdeth  dutie  towards  e- 
nimies,  againft  whom  generofitie  will  in  nowife  fuffer  a 
man  to  pradife  or  tox:onfent  to  any  wickednefie,  vnder 
what  pretence fo  euerit  be,nor  for  any  aduantage  which 
may  be  reaped  thereby.  The  third  caufeth  a noble  min- 
ded man  tocontemne  and  to  account  that  thing  vn wor- 
thy the  care  of  his  foule  which  others  wonder  at,  & labor 
by  all  means  to  obtaine,namelie,ftrcngth,health,beauty, 
which  the  Philofophers  call  the  goods  of  the  bodie : and 
riches,  honor,  and  glory,  which  they  fay  are  the  goods  of 
fortune  : andlikewifenottoftand  infeareof  their  con- 
traries.  Amongfi  the  woorthy  and  famous  men  of  olde 
time,  whofe  names  and  glorious  fades  crowned  with  an 
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immortall  Lawrcll,  are  ingrauen  in  the  temple  of  Memo- 
rie,  we  find  no  praife  woorthie  of  greater  admiration,  or 
that  ought  to  awaken  and  ftirre  vs  vp  better  in  Chriftian 
dutie.than  the  eflfeas  of  this  vertue  of  Magnanimitie,  vp- 
on  thefe  three  occafions  prefently  touched.  Whereof  one 
Thefiriteffca  effeaisjthatweyeeldnotagainftrcafon,  norpaffethe  li- 
ofMagnaiii-  by  fainting  vndcr  that  heauy  burthen  of  ex- 

tremediftreffeSjWhich  the  horror  of  death  bringeth  with 

it:  but  that  euen  in  the  midft  of  greateft  agonie  which  fee- 
meth  intollerable  in  mans  iudgement,  we  fliew  fuch  gra- 
uitie  and  woorthines,that  w'e  depart  not  in  any  fort  from 
the  peace  and  quietnes  of  our  foules,  but  with  conftancie 
andcheerefulnesoffpirit,  meditate  vpon  the  ioy  of  that- 
hauen  of  faluation, which  we  behold  with  the  eyes  of  our 
foule,  w- hereinto  through  a happy  death  at  hand,  we  fliall 
Thefecond  Ihortly  bereceiued.  Another efifedis,  thatwe accoraplilh 
efta.  (fofarreas  our  frailtie  can  approch  to  perfeftion)  the 

commandement  of  the  diuine  wdll  by  louing  our  neigh- 
bors as  our  felues,and  by  abftaining.euen  in  regard  of  our 
greateft  enimies,  from  doing,  procuring  or  confenting, 
yea  by  hindring  that  no  treacherk  or  treafon  fhould  be' 
wrought  them, nor  any  other  thing  vnbefeeming  that  na- 
turall  loue,  which  ought  to  be  in  euery  one  towards  his 
' like,and  further  by  procuring  them  all  the  good  and  pro- 
The  third  tffca.  fit  that  may  be.  Thethirdeffed  of  this  great  vertue,  no 
les  wonderful  tha  the  reft,is  in  that  a noble  minded  man 
folong  as  he  liueth.wholy  withdraweth  his  affedion  from 
worldly  and  corruptible  things  through  a ftedfaft  Sc  con- 
ftantreafon,  andlifteth  it  vp  to  the  meditation  and  holy 
Thccommon  jefjre  of  hcaucnly  and  eternal  things.  The  remedy  which 
wrinde.  thefe  great  perfonages  deftitute  of  the  right  knowledge 
tyerate  cafes,  of  the  truth  iTioft  comnionly  vfed  when  their  affaires  were 
paft  all  hope  of  mans  helpe,  was  death,  which  they  cho.ft: 
rather  to  bring  vpon  themfelues  by  their  owne  handes, 
than  to  fall  into  the  mercy  of  their  enimies,  whereby  they 
fuppofed  that  they  committed  a noble  ad,  w'oorthie  the 
greatnes  of  their  inuincible  courage.  And  ifperaduen- 
ture  they  wde  furprifed,  and  forced  in  fuch  fort  by  their 

enimies. 
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enemies , that  they  were  compelled  to  become  their  pri- 
fonerSjthey  neuer  defired  them  to  faue  their  Hues, faying, 
thatitbefeemed  not  a noble  hart,  and  that  info  doing 
they  fliould  fubmit  both  hart  and  bodie  to  him,  who  be- 
fore had  but  the  bodie  in  hispower.C?^^?  theyoonger  be- 
ing.brought  to  fuch  extremity  in  the  towne  of  Vtica,that 
by  the  aduice  of  all  chofe  that  were  with  him , he  was  to 
fend  EmbafTadors  to  the  Conqueror,  to  pradife  an 
agreement  after  fubmiflion  to  his  mercie , yeelded  there- 
vnfo  in  the  behalfe  ofothers,  but  forbad  that  any  menti- 
ondiould  bemadeofhimfelfe.  It  (quoth  he J to 

thofe  that  are  ouercome^to  make  retiuefty  and  to  freh  haue  do^e 
amijfe,to  crane  pardon.  As  for  me  / mil  account  my  felfe  muincible 
fo  long  oi  in  right  and  iuftice  / ft  all  he  mightier  than  Cafar,  He  it 
is  that  is  now  taken  and  ouer come,  hicaufe  that  which  hitherto  he 
denied  to  take  in  hand  againfi  the  Common -wealth,  is  at  thispre-^ 
fent  fujfcienilj  tejlified  againil  h im, and dife ouer ed.  Neither  will 
1 be  beholding  or  bound  to  a Tyrant  for  an  vniuii  matter  Tor  it  is 
a point  ofiniuiliee  in  him  to  vfurpe  the  power  offauing  their  Hues 
(like  a Lord)  ouer  whome  he  hath  no  right  tocommand , After 
many  other  fpeechesof  Philofophie  vfed  by  him,  & Han- 
ding much  vpon  that  Stoicall  opinion,  that  onely  a wife  and  Theopimonot . 
good  man  is  fee, and  that  all  wicked  men  are  bond  men  andjlaues,  Scoicks. 

he  went  alone  into  his  chamber,  and  flew  himfelfe  with 
his  fword.*^/4i  the  Didator  hauing  condemned  to  death 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Perouza,  and  pardoning  none  but 
his  Hoft,he  alfo  would  needesdie,  faying  : that  he  would 
not  hold  his  life  of  the  murtherer  of  his  countrey.  Brutus^  Bymus^ 
after  the  battel  loft  againft  Auguiius  Cafar,wsis  counfelled 
by  certaine  of  his  friends  to  flie : I mufl flie  in  deed  (faid  he) 
but  with  hands, not  with  feete , And  taking  them  all  by  • the 
hand, he  vttered  thefe  words  with  a very  good  aixi  cheer- 
full  countenance : I feele  my  hart  greatly  contented,  bicaufe 
none  of  my  fiends  haue  for faken  me  in  this  bufines:  neither  com^ 
plain  e I of  fortune  at  all,  but  onely  fofarre  foorth  as  toucheth  my 
countrey.For  J eileeme  my  felfe  happier  than  they  that  haue  van- 
cjuijhed,as  long  as  Ileaue  behind  me  aglorie  ofvertueforhatar- 
dingallUberallyyo  fee  fom  bondage  my  brethren  and  countrey- 

V ij  men. 
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men.  which praife  onr  concjnering  enemies  neither  hy  might  nor 
money  can  ohtaine , andleatieto  poHeritie:  hut  men  mllalwaies 
fay  of  them,that  being  vniufl  andwtcked , the^haue  ouerthrowne 
good  men  to  vfurpe  a tyrannous  rule  and  dominionythat  belongeth 
not  vnto  them.kix.zx.  he  had  thus  fpoke,  he  tooke  his  fword, 
and  falling  vpon  the  point  thereof^gaue  vp  the  ghoU.Caf 
ftus  alfo  his  companion  ^ caufed  hisowne  head  to  be  cut 
off  by  one  of  his  {laues,whom  he  had  made  freCjand  kept 
with  him  long  time  before  for  fuch  a necefTitie. The  hifto- 
Se”oftheNl^^°’  ne  which  we  read  of  the  Numantines,  commeth  in  fitly 
mantines.  * for  this  matter  which  we  handle  heere  .For  after  they  had 
fuftained  the  fiege  of  the  Romanes  fourteene  yeeres  togi- 
ther,  and  were  intheende  inclofedby  with  a very 
great  ditch  of  two  and  fortie  foote  in  depth , and  thirtie 
in  breadth,  which  compaffed  the  citie  round  about , the 
Conful  fummoned  them  to  commit  themfelues  to  the 
clemencie  of  the  Romanes,  and  to  truft  to  their  promife, 
feeing  all  mcanes  of  rallying  foorth  to  fight,  and  ofreco- 
ueringany  viduals  were  taken  from  them  . Tow’home 
they  made  this  onely  anfwer,  that  forafmiich  as  they  had 
liued  for  the  fpace  of  3 3 8 .yeeres  in  freedom,  they  would 
not  die  flaues  in  any  fort.  Whereupon,fuch  as  were  moft 
valiant, affembled  togither  and  flew  thofe  that  were  moft 
growne  in  yeeres,with  women  and  children  . Then  they 
tooke  all  the  riches  of  the  citie,  and  of  the  temples,  and 
brought  it  into  the  midft  of  a great  hall , and  fetting  fire 
to  all  quarters  of  the  citie,  each  of  them  tooke  the  fpeedi- 
eft  poifon  they  could  find : fo  that  the  templcs,houfes,  ri- 
ches, and  people  of  Numantia  ended  all  in  one  day,  lea- 
ning to  Sapio^nekhzx  riches  to  fpoile,  neither  man  or  wo- 
man to  triumph  withal. For  during  the  whole  time  whei- 
in  their  citie  was  befieged , not  one  Numantineycelded 
himfelfe  prifonertoany  Romane,  but  flew  himfeife  ra- 
ther than  he  would  yecld  . Which  Magnanimitie  caufed 
5c?)wV?tobewaile  the  defolation  of  fuch  a people,  inthefe 
words  ; O happie  Numantia  ^which  the  Gods  bad  deer  eedjhould 
once  endjbut  neuer  be  vanojuipjed^H^ow  albeit  thefe  examples 
and  infinite  Other  like  to  thefe,  arefet  foorth  vnto  vs  by 

Hiflorio- 
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HiftotlographerSjas  teftimoniei  of  ah  excellent  Magna-' 
nimidc,  whereby  they  woiild'teacbvs  bothtobc  ncuer 
difcoiiraged  for  the  moft  tedious  trauels  and  irkefoine 
miferies  of  mans  lite , and  alfo  to  hand  fo  little  in  awe  of 
death,that  for  feare  thcreof,much  lefTe  for  any  other  tor- 
ment or  griefe,  we  neuer  commit  any  thing  vhbefeeming 
a noble  hart : yet  no.twithftanding , no  man  that  fearcth 
God^and  is  willing  to  obey  himjOUght  to  forget  himfelfe  J^^hXn'^fo^^^ 
fo  much,  as  to  haften  forward  the  end  of  his  daies  for  any  ward  the  end 
occafion  w^hatfocuer.  Tliis  didSocrates  knowe  very  well, 
when  he  raid,  that \<'e  inuft  notfufterour  fouletodepart 
from  the  Sentincll  wherein  Ihe  is  plaeed  in  this  bo^e, 
without  the  leaue  of  hit  Captaine : and  that  fo  waightie  a 
matter  as  death  ought  not  ( as  P/ata  faith)  to  be  in  mans 
power.But  if  it  be  otfred  vnto  vs  by  the  will  of  God,then 
with  a magnanimions  hart.void  of  al  flatting  afide  in  any 
thing  againftdutie,  we  mull  fet  free  thispaffage,  being 
ftaied  and  afluredly  grounded  vpon  that  coniblation  , 
tvhich  neuer  forfaketh  a good  confcience  , not  onely 
througli  the  expeftation  of  a naked  and  fimple  humane 
glorie,which  moft  of  the  Heathen  propounded  to  them- 
feliies.butofthatlife  whichabideth  forcuer:  following 
therein  the  conftancieof  ^/«^/,WfAa  great  Captaine  ofitndclSX 
Grecia,who  heariiigthe  fentence  ofhis  condemnation  to  '■■'gsuxieMh- 
death  pronounced/aid  : It  is  I that  leaue  the  Athemans  con- 
demned to  die, and  not  they  me.  For  I go  to  feehe  the  Gods  where  / 

Piall he  immortal/,  hut  they  fhallremainefiillamongft  men , w/so 
■ f:  tire  all ftihieU  todeath.  Socrates3.]{dh2LViing3.C3.pit3.\lzcciifti-^t>er3Ksrpcech 
f:  tion  laid  againft  him  wrongfully , direded  his  fpeech  to 
|>  the  ludges,and  faid  vnto  them,  that  his  accufers  by  their 

' falfedepolitions  might  welcaufe  him  to  die,but  hurt  him 

they  could  not : adding  further , that  he  woulde  neuer 

leaue  his  profelTion  of  Philolbphie  for  feare  of  death.  / 

ttmperfmded  (quoth  he  in  PlatoJ  that  this  ny  opinion  is  very 
good,namely:  that  euery  one  ought  to  abide  constantly  in  that  place 
- j5  and  trade  of  life, which  either  he  hath  chofen  hmfelfe,or  is  appoin- 
' ^ ted  him  hy  his  fuperior : that  he  mufi  account  that  for  the  he F, and 
hax.ardhimfe/fe  therein  to  all  dangers,  without  feare  either  of 
' V ii;  death 
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death  or  of  any  other  thifjg  nphat foeuer.  And  ther fore  I pyould  err e 
greatly^  if  obeying  the  Generali  ofwarre  which  ye  appointed  vnto 
me  in  Poudoa^  ^mphipolis  and  Delos,  andabiddngin  that  place 
wherein  he  fet  me  without  fear e of  death,! Jhould  now  for  fear  e of 
death, orof  any  other  thingforfafe  that  rancke  wherein  god  hath 
placed  meyondwould  haue  me  Yemaine  in, 04 1 alwaies  beleeued  (fr 
thought:  namely, that  IJljould Hue  a ftudent  in  ThilofGph}e,corre^ 
Bing  mine  owne  and  other  mens  vices . Now, if  I [hould  do  oiher^ 
wifi,! might  iuftly  he  accufed  for  calling  my  felfe  a wife  man,  not 
' What  it  is  to  being  fo  indeed:  feeing  to  feare  death, ts  to  thinks  that  to  he, which 

feare  death.  ^ not. But  neither  I, nor  any  other  man, ought  to  do  all  that  we  may 

either  in  iudgement  or  in  warr€,to  the  end  to  amid  death.  For  it  is 
very  eertaine,  that  he  whd  would  in  time  offattell cafl  dor^e  his 
armour  and flie  away,  might  by  that  meaneamid  death  (and  the 
like  is  to  be  vnderfiood  in  al dangers  & penis )tfhe  were  not,  afraid 
of  infamie.  But  confider  ( O countreymen  ) that  it  is  no  very  hard 
matter  to  auoid  death, but  farre  more  difficult  toefehew  wickednes 
and  the  fhame  t her  of,  which  are  a great  deale  fwtfter  of  foot  e than 
that  is.O  fpeech  woorthie  of  eternal  praire,and  fuch  a one 
as  inurudeth  a Chriftian  notably  in  a great  and  noble  re* 
folutioninamelyjto  run  the  race  of  his  (hort  daks  in  that 
vocationjwherunto  God  hath  called  him,and  that  in  the 
niidft  of  tortures,torments,  & all  agonies  of  death.  From 
which, whileft  we  exped  a happie  paiTage,  we  ought  to  be 
no  moredeftituteof  an  apt  remediein  allthofe  things, 
which  according  to  the  world  are  moft  irkefomc  and  de- 
. fperate,but  fuftaine  them  with  like  conftancie  and  woor- 
thines,  not  departing  from  the  tranquillitie  and  reft  of 
our  foules,  which  is  a more  noble  ad , than  to  haften  for- 
ward the  end  of  our  daks,  that  we  may  be  deliuered  of 
them. But  howfoeuer  it  be,  let  vs  alwaies  preferre  a vertu- 
ous  and  honeft  death, before  any  kind  of  life,  be  it  neuer 
fo  pleafant.  And  feeing  that  one  and  the  fame  paftage  is 
prepared  afwell  for  the  coward  asthecouragious,(itbe- 
ing  decrecd,that  ail  men  muft  once  die)  the  louers  of  ver- 
tuefhall  do  well  to  reape  to  themfelues  fome  honor  of 
common  ncceftity,and  to  depart  out  of  this  life  with  fuch 
a comfort.  Now  to  come  to  the  fecond  commendable  ef- 

fed 
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fe<51:  of  this  vertiie  of  Magnanimity,  wherof  Hcroical  men  Examples  of 
were  fo  prodigall  heerecofore  for  the  benefit  and  fafetie  fcao^Mag^. 
of  their  enemies,  we  can  bring  no  better  teftimonie  than  nimitic. 
the  courteous  fad  of  Fabrititts  the  Romane  Conful  to^ 
wards  T^yrrhus^^ho  warred  againft  him,  and  whofe  Phyfi- 
tion  wrote  vnto  him , that  he  offered  himfelfe  to  murder 
his  maifter  by  poifon , and  fo  to  end  their  ftrife  without 
danger. But  Fabmius^ent  the  letter  vnto  him,  and  fignifi- 
ed  withall,  that  he  had  made  a bad  choice  of  friends,  af- 
well  as  of  enemies,  bicaufe  he  made  warre  with  vpright  & 
good  men,and  trufted  fuch  as  were  difloiall  and  wicked  : 
whereof  he  thought  good  tolethim  vnderftand , notfo 
much  to  gratifiehim,  asleaftthe  accident  of  his  death 
fliould  procure  blame  to  the  Romanes,  as  if  they  had 
fought  or  confented  to  end  the  warre  by  meanes  of  trea- 
fon,not  being  able  to  obtaine  their  purpofe  by  their  ver- 
tne.  a Romane  Didator,  is  noleffeto  becom- 

mendedfor  that  which  he  did  during  the  fkgeoftheci- 
tie  of  the  Fallerians  . For  he  that  was  Schoolemaifter  to 
the  chiefeft  mens  children  amongfl:  them,beinggone  out 
of  the  cirie,vnder  colour  to  haue  his  youth  to  walkc,  and 
to  exercife  themfelues  along  the  wals,  deliuered  them  in- 
to the  hands  of  this  Romane  Captaine,  faying  vnto  him, 
that  he  might  be  wellaffured  the  Citizens  would  yeeld 
themfelues  to  his  deuotion,  forthe  fafetie  and  Jibertie  of 
that  which  was  deereft  vnto  them.  But  Camiiltis  knowing 
this  to  be  too  vile  and  wicked  a pradife,  faid  to  thofc  that 
w^re  with  him, that  although  men  vfed  great  outrage  and 
violence  in  warre,  yet  among  good  men  certaine  lawes  & 
points  ofequitie  were  to  be obferued.  For  vidorie  was  Agoodicflbn 
not  fo  much  to  be  defired,as  that  it  fliould  be  gotten  and  for  a Generali 
kept  by  fuch  curfedand  damnable  meanes : but  a Gene- 
rail  ought  to  warre,  trufting  to  his  owne  vertue , and  not 
to  the  wickednes  of  others.Then  ftripping  the  laid  fchole 
maifter,and  binding  his  hands  behind  him,  he  deliuered 
him  naked  into  the  hands  of  his  fchollers,and  gaue  to  ech 
of  them  a bundle  of  rods , that  fo  they  might  carye  him 
:backe  againe  into  the  citie.  For  which  noble  ad  the  Citi- 

V iiij  zens 
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5 rzensyeeldedthemreiuestothe  Romanes^:  faying, thatm 
- i' S ^preferring  iuftice  before  viaorie,.  they  had  taught  them 
^ .tobhoofeVathcr  to  fubmit  themfeiucs  vnto  them, than  to 
« ' retainc  Rill  their iibertie:  confefnng  withall,  that  they 

were'oaer’come'more  bf  their  vertue, than  vanquilhed  by 
theirforceand  power.  So>great  power  hath  Magnanimi- 
tie,that  it  doth  not  onelyadhance  Princes  to  the  higheft 
degreefofiipnofibLitalfoabateththehartof  thepuilfant 
.andwatlikeicnexhie,  and  oftentimes  procureth  vidorie 
.without  bittell.Truly  we  may  draw'  an  excellentdoarinc 
out  of  thefe  examples , which  make  all  thofe  without  ex- 
cufe,  that  fpare  nothing  to  attaine  to  the  end  of  their  in- 
tents and  d;euices;malejrig  iio  difficultie  atthe  delfrudion 
of  innocents,  butexercHingjaikkind  ofcrueltie,  fd  they 
may  ouerthrow  their  enemies  by  what  meanes  foeuer  : v- 
fing  commohly^  that  faying  of  Lyfumierr  Adiriirall  of  the 
, . Lacedemonians,/-/;/^?  if-the  Lions  not  fiiffice^rheSoxe 

. But  let  YS  refolutely  hold  this, 
Treafon  aud  tteafon  neiierRndcth placein  anoblehart,  nomore 

f than  the  bodie  of  a Foxe  is  not  fo’und>in  a Lions  bodie. 
nobieharc.  Furfoer,ic  is  nOtorioufly  knowne;  thatthe  Ancients  ftri- 
iied  to  procure  all  good  and  profit  to  tlieir  enemies, vfin® 
clemencie  and  humanitie  towards  them  , when  they  had 
greater  foccafion  and  rneanes.  to  be  reuenged.  of  theni  • 
Heereof  wemay  alkadge  gpod  examples , when  we  dif- 
courfc' heereafter  particularly  of  thofe  vertues  that  are 
proper  to  a noble  minded  man,who  ought  to  hate  cruel- 
tie  no  leiTe  than  treafon  . We  are  therefore  to  looke  vnto 
orrhc third  ef.  and  found  proofc  of  Magnanimitie  & Ge- 

nerofitie  heere, propounded  by  vs , which  we  faid,  confi- 
fted.in  the  conrenipt  of  earthlie  and  humane  goods. 
-Wherein  truly  refteth  the  very  perfeftion  of  a Chriftian, 
who  lifteth  vp  his  defires  to  his  laft  and  foueraigne  Good 
in  heauen.  Now,becaure  there  are  but  few  that  loue  not 
themfelues  too  much  in  thofe  things  that  concerne  the 
commodiciesof  this  life,  and  fewer  thatfeeke  notafter 
glorie  & honor,asarecompence  ol  their  excellent  deeds, 
and  that  dcfire  not  .riches  earneaiy  to  fatisfie  their  plea- 
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fare,  in  thefe  three  points  alfo  a noble  minded  man  caii- 
fethhis  vertue  toappeere  more  wonderfully  bicaufe  he 
doth  notiudge  the  to  be  a worthie  reward  for  the  famCy 
but  rather  altogether  vnwoorthy  the  care  of  his  foule,  for 
which  principally  hedehreth  to  line.  This  is  that  which 
' Cicero  {zkhy  that  itis  not  fecmcly  thathe  (hoiild  yeeldto 
couetoufnes  and  concupifcence,  who  could  not  be  fub- 
dued  by  fearcyor  that  he  ihould  be  ouercome  by  pleafiire, 
who  hath  refilled  griefe  ; but  rather  that  thefe  things 
(Ought  to  be  Ihiinned  by  all  polfible  means,  togither  with 
the  defire  of  money,  feeing  there  is  nothing  more  vile  & 
abiedythan  to  loue  riches, nor  more  noble  than  to  delpife 
them.  This  alfo  is  that  which  faith, that  it  belongeth 

to  the  duetie  of  a noble  hart  not  onely  to  furmount  feare, 

.but  alfo  to  moderate  his  defires  & concupifcences,  efpe- 
cially  when  he  hath  libertie  to  vfe  them,  whither  it  be  in 
thepieafiireofthe  bodie,  or  in  the  ambitious  defire  of 
:vain>glory,honour  and  power.  In  this  fort  then,  he  that 
hath  a right  noble  and  worthie  mind, will  no  more  waigh 
greatnesamong  men  and  eftimation  of  the  common  fort, 
than  he  doth  griefe  and  pouertie,  but  depending  wholie 
vpon  the  wil  of  God,  & conteting  himfeif  with  his  works 
wroughtdn  him,  he  will  not  that  any  good  thing  vpon 
earth  can  be  taken  from  him  . And  bicaufe  he  afpireth  to 
thofe  things  that  are  bell, higheft, and  moi]:diflicult,he  a- 
bideth  free  from  all  earthly  care  and  griefe, as  being  long 
belore  prepared  for  all  dolors,throiigh  the  contempt  of 
death, which  bringing  an  end  to  the  greateftand  moil  ex- 
celTuie  pangs,  feruethhim  for  an  entrance  into  ecernall 
reft.  We  haue  already  alleaged  many  examples  of  ancient 
men  fit  for  this  matter  which  now  we  fpeake  of,  and  the 
fequeleofourtreatifes  willfurnillr  vs  with  mo.  when  we 
lliall  come  to  intreat  of  riches  and  worldly  wealth, where- 
of we  are  to  fpeake  more  at  large.  But  here  we  will  pro- 
pound ArtFltdes  onely  to  be  imitated , who  was  a woorthy  jrimdeh 
man  among  the  Athenians,  whole  opinion  was  that  a 
good  citizen  ought  to  be  alwayes  prepared  alike  to  offer 
his  body  ^ mind  vaco  the  feruice  of  the  common  wealth, 

- : without 
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without  hope  or  expedation  of  any  hired  and  mercenary 
rew'ard  cither  of  money ,honor, or  glory.  And  fo  with  an 
vnfpeakeable  grauitie  and  conhanciCjhe  kept  himfelfe  al- 
ways vpright  in  the  feruice  of  his  coun  trey,  in  fuch  fort, 
that  no  honor  done  vnto  him  could  caufe  him  either  to 
be  puffed  vp  in  hart,  or  to  be  more  earneft  in  imploying 
himfelfe : (as  it  is  the  maner  of  fome  to  do  feruice  accor- 
ding as  they  are  recompenced ) neither  could  any  repulfe 
or  deniall  which  he  fuffred,  abate  his  courage  or  trouble 
him,or  yet  diminifh  and  leflen  his  affedion  and  defire  to 
profit  his  common  wealth.  Whereas  nowadayes  we  fee 
that  the  moft  part  of  men  with  vs  vpon  a fmal  difcontent- 
ment,Iabor  to  make  publike  profite  to  ferue  their  defires 
and  paflionSjin  ftead  of  giuing  themfelues  to  the  good  & 
benefit  of  their  countrey.  Now  concluding  our  prefent 
Magtianimitic  difcourfe,  we  learne  that  true  and  perfed  Magnanimitie 
isinuinciWe.  and  Gcnerofitie  is  inuincible  and  inexpugnable,  bicaufc 
vpon  this  confideration,  that  death  is  the  common  end 
of  mans  life,and  that  happy  pafiage  to  life  euerlafting,  the 
defpifethitaltogither,  and  makethleffe  account  thereof 
than  of  bondage  and  vice  : fuftaining  alfo  with  a great  & 
vnappalled  hart, moft  cruel  torments,  not  being  mooued 
thereby  to  do  any  thing  that  may  feem  to  proceed  of  the 
common  weaknes  and  frail  tic  of  mans  nature  . Further 
we  learne  that  this  vertue  maketh  him  that  pofleffeth  hir, 
good, gentle, and  curteous,euen  tow^ards  his  greateft  eni- 
mies,againft  whom  it  fuffereth  him  not  to  vfe  any  couin 
or  malice,  but  keepeth  him  alwayes  u-ithin  the  limitesof 
cquitie  and  iuftice  : caufing  himfurther  to  make  choice 
ofandto  finifliall  honeft  matters  ofhis  owne  will, and  for 
their  loue,  not  caring  at  all  for  mortall  and  corruptible 
things,  that  he  may  wholy  apprehend  and  take  hold  of 
thofe  things  tlut  are  diuine  and  eternalb 

Of  Hope»  Chap.  2 S. 

fcftioofawi^c  A M Onfidering  that  the  perfedion  of  a wife 

tnamUfeconfi.  ^ M niaiis  life  confifteth  in  the  pradifeof  great 

and 
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and  excellent  things,  he  that  is  borne  to  vertue  fecleth 
himfelfetouched  to  thequicke  with  defireto  bring  them 
to  pafTe.  But  the  inftabilitie  and  fmall  afTurance  which  he 
knowethtobein  that  v/hich  dependeth  vponthe  doubt- 
full  euent  of  euery  high  enterprife , oftentimes  cooleth 
his  vertuous  intents,  if  a certaine  confidence  and  good 
hope  did  not  make  eafie  vnto  him  the  means  of  attaining 
thereunto.  Likewife,when  he  feeleth  the  lliarpe  pricking 
that  proceedeth  from  the  ouerthwarts  and  miferies  of 
man, which  fequefter  themfelues  very  little  from  his  life, 
he  is  foone  daunted  with  forow  and  care,  if  he  haue  not 
this  hope  that  comforteth  him  with  expedation  of  fpee- 
die  redreife.  Ofyou  therfore  (my  companions J we  fliall 
vnderfland  the  excellencie  of  this  Good  that  belongeth  to 
the  foule  and  is  fo  necefiarie  for  a happy  life^I  mean  Hope, 
which  dependeth  of  the  vertue  of  Fortitude,  whereof  we 
haue  difeourfed  all  this  day. 

Aram.  Learned  rrien  (faith  Biai)  differ  from  the  ig- 
norant fort  in  the  goodnes  of  hope,  which  truly  is  verie 
profitable,  fweete  and  acceptable  to  a prudent  man.  But 
euH  hope  leadeth  carnall  men,  as  anaughtie  guide,  vnto 
finne. 

A c H I T o B.  As  good  hope  ferueth  to  increafe  ftrength 
in  a man,  fo  rafli  hope  oftentimes  beguileth  men.  But  it 
belongeth  to  thee  A s e r to  handle  this  matter. 

A s E R.  Alexander  the  great  being  by  the  ftates  of  ail 
Gracia  chofen  generall  captaine  to  palTc  into  Afia,and  to 
make  warre  with  the  Perfians, before  he  tooke  (hip  he  en- 
quired after  the  eftate  of  all  his  friends  to  know  what 
means  they  had  to  follow  him.'  Then  he  diftributed  and 
gaue  to  one  lands,  to  anothet  a village,  to  this  man  the 
ciiftome  of  fome  hauen,to  another  the  profit  of  fome  Bo- 
rough towne,  beftow'ingin  this  maner  the  mod:  part  of 
his  demeans  and  reuenues.And  when  Terdicas  one  of  his 
Lieutenants  demanded  of  him  w'hat  he  referued  for  him- 
felfe;heanfwered,/f<j/>^.So  great  confidence  had  this  no- 
ble monarch,  not  in  the  ftrength  of  his  weapons,  or  mul- 
titude of  good  warriors  defirous  of  glory  and  honor,  but 

in 
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Of  Hope; 

in  his  owne  vertue,being  content  and  fatisfied  with  a lit- 
tle,in  his  continencie , beneficence  ^ contempt  of  death; 
niagnanimirie,curtefie, gracious  intertainment,being  ea- 
fie  to  be  fpoken  with,haiung  afree  difpofition  by  nature, 
without  diflimulation,con.llant  in  his  counfels, ready  and 
quicke  in  his  executions , willing  to  be  the  firft  in  glorie, 
and  alwaies  refolute  to  do  that  which  dutie  commanded. 
From  this  Hope  thus  furely  grounded , he  neuer  ihrunke, 
vntill  the  laft  gafpe  of  his  life : which  caufed  him  to  make 
this  anfvv^er  to  Parmenio,  w^ho  counfelled  him  to  accept  of 
the  offers  which  made  vnto  him  for  peace ; name  - 

ly,{ixe  thoufand  Talents,  bceing  in  value  fixe  Millions  of 
gold,andchehalfeof  hiskingdome,  with  a daughter  of 
his  in  m2iXi?L^Q'JfIwere  Parmemo^  1 would  accept  of  his  prefers. 
Befides,he  fentword  to2)r2r/^ , thattheearth  could  not 
bcare  tw'o  Sunnes , nor  Afia  tw^o  Kings . Neither  was  he 
dcceiued  of  his  good  hope, which  led  him  to  fuch  a perfe- 
dion  of  worldlie  glorie  and  felicitie , that  he  was  the  firfi: 
and  laft  that  euer  approched  neere  vnto  it.  This  Hope  w^as 
that  foundation  whereupon  fo  many  great  and  excellent 
Heathen  men  and  Pagans  built  their  high  and  noble  en- 
terprifes.  For  proofe  heerof  may  be  alleadged  that  defi- 
nition, which  Cicero  ^wxQth.  of  Confidence the  fecond 
part  of  Hope,  affirming  it  to  be  that  vcrtiie , w^hereby  the 
fpirireofman  piitteth  great  truft  in  waightieand  honeft 
mattersjhaiiing  a certaine  and  fure  hope  in  himfelfe.  And 
elfewhere  he  faith , that  he  fiiall  neither  reioice,  nor  be 
troubled  out  ofmeafure,that  truftethin  himfelfe. But  we 
know  that  this  Hope  is  weake  and  vneertaine , if  it  be  not 
fetled  and  grounded  vpon  a fure  expedation  of  the  hefpe 
and  grace  of  God,  without  which  w'e  can  neuer  profper. 
Now  this  is  out  of  doubt, that  w'e  can  not  hope  and  waite 
for  that  grace,  vnles  our  counfels  and  enterprifes  haue 
reafon  for  their  guide,  and  right  and  equitie  for  their 
bounds.  For{^as  an  ancient  man  faith)  that  man  hopeth 
invaine  thatfeareth  not  God,  and  they  onely  are  filled 
with  good  hope,  whofe  coilfciences  arecleaneand  pure. 
So  that  all  they  that  are  led  with  fundry  euili  paffions,  ei- 
ther 
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ther  ofambition;of  vainglory, or  of  any  other  vnbrideled 
defire,  can  neuer  haue  that  happy  and  good  hope,  which 
neuer  deceiueth  men.  And  in  deed  tliey  mifle  oftentimes 
oftheir  intent,  yea,  arc  depriucd  of  that  which  was  their 
owneandcertaine,  bicaufethey  are  defirousto  get  vn- 
iuftly  another  mans  right,being  alfo  vncertaine.  The  felfe 
fame  thing  falleth  out  to  thofe  that  truft  and  ftay  in  fuch 
fort  vpon  their  owneftrength,vertue  and  conftancic,that 
fearingin  no  refpca  (as  they  fay)  the  greateft  calamities 
that  can  come  to  man,  aflure  themfelues  in  their  profpe- 
ritietobe  inuincible  in  their  refolutions,  and  prefume 
that  nothing  is  able  to  pull  them  downe,or  to  caufe  them  downe  witl^ad- 
to  change  their  opinion  : andyet,fofooneas  the  wind  of 
aduerfitiebloweth,  they  are  the  firft  that  are  throwen  to 
the  ground,  and  fooneft{l)ewfoorth  theinconftancie& 
imbecillitie  of  mans  nature  left  to  it  fejf,  As  contrary  wife, 
they  to  whom  God  giuerh  eyes  to  acknowledge  them- 
felues,are  then  humbled, fo  that  they  reuerence  the  ordi- 
nance of  God , who  derideth  all  the  enterprifes  of  men . 

The  pradife  hereof  was  well  knowen  to  WoKekus  king  of  Wmcehk. 

Hungaria.being  driuen  out  of  his  kingdom,and  forfaken 

of  his  owne.who  oftentirries  vfed  to  fay.  The  hope  I had  in 
men  hindredmefiomptutmg  my  truH-in  God:  Imtnoxe  that  ail  r»y 
confidence  is  in  him,  f afiure  my  felfe  that  he  rrillhelpeme  by  his 
dimnegoodnefe.  As  in  deed  it  fell  out  fo  vnto  him, being  rc- 
eftablilhed  agayne  in  all  his  eftatesand  dignities  . But  to 

: the  endive  confoundnottogitherthatwhick  is 

with  that  which  is  humaine,  Ithinkewe  ought  to  snake 
a double  hope:  the  firft,  true,  certaine,  and  vnfailible,  Thedmifon 
which  coneerneth  holy  and  facred  myfteries  : the  other 
doubtful,refpeding  earthly  things  only.  As  touching  the' 
firft,  we  know  things  to  come,  by  die  affurance  thereof, 

as  well  as  if  they  were  already  dpne  We  are  taught. 

in  the  holy  fcripture  what  is  the  vndoubted  certain  tie'’ of 

this  hope,  which  through  faith  ought  to  be  fo  ini  printed  infaUib'rh'p"'? 

in  our  harts,that  by  the  ftrength,  power,A:  vertue  therof, 

we  (hould  run  the  race  of  our  Ihort  daies  in  all  ioy,happi- 

nelfe  and  peaceable  tranquillitie  Qf  -Qur  minds, e.speding 

without 
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without  doubting  theperfedand  abfolutc  enioying  of 
thofe  goods  that  are  immortall,  vnutterable  and  endlefTe 
in  the  fccond  and  eternall  life.  Without  this  hope  groun- 
^ ded  vpon  the  free  goodneffe  of  the  almightie,  let  vs  aiTu- 

redly  perfwadeour  fellies,  that  mans  eflate  is  more  mife- 
rable  than  that  of  brute  beafts/eeing  this  is  the  only  way 
of  his  fal nation.  The  other  hope  which  concerneth  this 
prefent  life  only  in  all  fuch  things  as  w^e  propound  to  our 
felues  for  the  benefit  and  contentation  thereof,  hath  fuch 
neede  to  be  ruled,  guided,  and  referred  to  the  happic 
ofeanhiyhope.  end  ofthe  firft  excellent  and  heauenly  hope,  that  other- 
wife  it  cannot  but  be  doubtfiill,  inconftant,  & rafli,  what 
humane  reafon  foeuer  we  can  alleage  to  perfwade  thepof- 
fibilitie  of  attaining  to  the  end  of  our  pretended  deuifes, 
which  in  one  moment  may  be  quite  ouerthrowm,  the  oc- 
cafions  w^hcreof being  for  the  moft  part  fecrct  and  hid 
from  vs.  Moreoucrtheimperfedionofw'hatfoeuer  men 
commonly  moft  efteeme  vpon  earth  is  fo  great  that  togi- 
thcr  with  their  continuall  vncertaintie,the  perturbations 
which  hinder  the  tranquillitie  of  thefoule  redouble  and 
abound  fo  much  the  more,as  the  enioying  of  thefe  earth- 
ly commodities  increafe  and  augment,  leauing  in  man  a 
continuall  defire  to  multiply  them,  and  a feare  to  loofe 
them.  As  touching  this  hope  therefore  of  humane  things 
which  we  wifh  might  alwayes  profper  with  vs,we  may  wel 
hope  w^hat  we  will,  but  withail  we  muft  prepare  and  fettle 
^ our  felues  to  fupport  conftantly  wdiadbeuer  falleth  our, 

that  that  which  commeth  vnto  vs  againft  our  will,  may 
not  bealtogitheragainft  our  expedation  *.  and  that  w'e 
neuer  vfe  fuch  repinings  as  thefe,  vnbefeeming  a udfe  ma, 
Iwouldneuer  hanethoH^t  it  : 1 looked  for  another  matter  : I 
^Xocming  a wife  metier  haue  fitppopd  that  fuch  a thing  could  haue  happened. 

In  the  meane  while  we  muft  not  omit  to the  beftal- 
' wayes  in  our  crofles  and  calamities,bicaufe  nothing  leni- 
fieth  fo  much  the  fliarpncfTe  of  prefent  aduerfities  as  tiie 
hope  offuture  benefit,  the  certaine  expedation  where- 
of as  it  were  ftealeth  away  our  labours,  and  caufeth  all 
feare  ofperill  to  vanifti  away  . This  is  that  which  ^pol- 

lodorw 
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Udartu  faith, that  we  muft  neiier  be  difeouraged  for  adiier- 
fities,but  always  hope  for  better  things.  The  calamities 
of  mortall  men  (faith  Swi^ides)  in  the  end  leaue  of  them- 
felues  rand  as  the  winds  do  notalwayes  blow  vehement- 
ly, fo  happy  men  are  not  euer  fortunate . T he  one  flieth 
from  the  other : but  he  is  a good  ntan,  who  is  alwayes  full 
I ofgoodhope.  /’^Warwcallethitthenurfeofoldage.T'/Si/r- 
/wfaid,  that  nothing  in  all  the  world  was  more  common 
than  Hope,  bicaufe  it  abideth  with  them  alfothathaue 
no  other  goods.The  Elpiflick  Philofophers  affirmed, that 

nothing  better  maintained  and  preferued  the  life  of  man, 

, than  Hope.  And  truely  without  hope,  which  eafeth  the 

j|:  burthen  ofmansmiferies,  the  world  were  not  able  to  fu- 
I ftainelife.  For  it  greatly  helpeth  man  to  Hue  contentedly 
^ andhappily,if,aswefaid,ithauerefpeatothebeftende,  bicvithout  ' 

I vnto  which  all  our  defires  and  inclinations  ought  to  be 

11  referred.and  ought  to  be  gouerned  thereby  according  to 
I reafon  and  iuftice.  Otherwife  it  is  certaine  that  a man  can 
I neuer  peaceably  and  to  his  contentation,  enioy  his  pre- 
||  fenteifate  and  condition,but  alwayes  fome  new  hope  of 

, I better  things  to  come,wil  caufe  him  to  negled  that  wher- 
1 ofhe  is  aflured,  and  to  run  after  an  vneertaintie,  vntill  in 

’ ' the  end  being  often  deceiued  and  miffing  of  his  purpofes 
■ & enterprifes,  he  be  ouerthrown  quite  through  his  great 

j hopes.Therfore‘?/«/<?writeth,thatfortuneismorexon- 
trary  tothat  ma who  fhefiifffeth  nottoenioy  thatwhich 

I he  hath,  than  to  him  whom  ihedenieth  to  graunt  that 

I which  he demandeth  of hir.  This gaueoccafion  toCimM  a„c««ik. 

I C*!  very  wife  m^n^snd  lo  excellent  an  Orator, that  one  wri-  vi'ith Pyrrhus 
•:  teth  of  him, that  he  brought  more  townestn  fubiedion  to 
i his  maifter  ^jrrhus  by  his  toong,  than  himfelfe  did  by  his  “ 

^ . valure)  when  hefaw  that  although  this  king  might  enioy 
I a happy  peace  and  qiiietnes,if  he  would  be  contented  to 
! raignepeaceab!youerhisfubieas,yet  heburned  withde- 
i fire^to  yndertakewarreagainft  Italy;  to  enter  into  talke 
' with  him,and  to  aske  of  him  this  queftion.IfSir,the  gods 

j vs  this  fauor,  that  we  lliould  remaine  Conquerors  in 

j - this  warre,what  good  would  the  vidory  do  vs.HVemight 

afterward 
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afcervi'’ard  (arirwered  Vyrrhus)  eafilyfubdue  the  Grecian 
and  Barbarian  cities  bordering  vpon  that  Country. Wei, 
when  this  is  done,replied  Cmeoiy  what  (hall  we  doe  after- 
• ward  ? Ocilia  (anfwered  T^yrrhm)  will  of  it  felfe  yeeld  vn- 
to  vs.  Shall  CtcdU  then  (quoth  Oneas)  ende  our  warre  ? 
What  will  day  vs  after  (quoth  this  monarch)  from  paf- 
fing  into  Afrike  and  to  Carthagc^and  from  the  recouerie 
ofthe  kingdom  of  Macedonia  with  eafe,  that  fo  we  may 
commaund  all  Gra^cia  without  contradidion  ? Wherun- 
to  Cineas  replied,  when  all  is  in  our  power,  what  fliall  we 
do  in  the  end?  beginning  to  fmile,  faid,  we  will 

reft  vs  at  our  eafe,  my  friend,  liuing  in  all  pleafure,  and  as 
merily  as  may  be  . Then  Cinea^  hauing  brought  him  to 
that  point  which  he  defired,faid  vnto  him:  And  what  fir, 
letteth  vs  from  reft  at  this  prefent,  and  from  liuing  in  ioy 
and  pleafure,  feeing  we  haue  all  things  requifiteand  ne- 
ceftarie, without  feeking  it  with  fo  much  effufion  of  mans 
bloud,  befides  infinite  hazards  and  dangers,  and  that  in 
fuch  places  where  it  is  vneertaine  whether  we  ftial  find  it? 
Thefe  wife  fpeeches  fooner  offended  Pyrrhus  than  caufed 
him  to  change  his  mind.  And  although  this  Prince  could 
not  doubt  at  all  what  happineffc  and  great  felicitie  he  for- 
fooke,yet  was  it  v np'offible  to  take  the  hope  of  that  which 
he  dcftred  out  of  his  mind.  Wherefore cy4ntigonu4V\x\%  of 
Pyirhus  compa-  Macedonia  Compared  him  very  fitly  to  a Dice-player,  to 
redtoaDicc-  vvhom  the  Dicc  fpeake  faire  by  giuing  vnto  him  good 
chances,butyet  fo  that  he  cannot  caft  the  fame  againe  to 
feruehisturne.  For  he  loft  that  by  hope,  which  he  had 
gotten  in  deede,  defiring  fo  earneltly  that  which  he  had 
not,  that  he  forgate  to  make  that  fare  which  was  already 
in  his  pofteftio . And  in  deed  it  tell  out  very  vnhappily  with 
him  in  the  ende  . Forafter  he  had  fought  profperoiifty  a 
eertaine  time, he  was  difcom fired  by  the  Romanes,  & be- 
ing after  befieged, was  flaine  with  a tile  which  a woman  let 
fall  vpon  his  head.  Was  there  eiier  monarch  who  ought 
' rather  to  haue  contented  and  delighted  hiir  felfe  peacea- 

ofai  wnsied  ^ly  iu  the  enioying  of  his  vnfpeakable  profperities  than 
continually  Gc/^r.^Aud  yct  HOt  bciiig  fatifficd  With  the  Romane 

wth  new  hope.  • ‘ empire, 
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Empire , which  he  had  obtained  by  fo  many  trauels  and 
innumerable  dangers,  he  made  preparation  (whileft  the 
confpirators  fought  his  death)  togohimfelfe  in  perfon 
to  warre  againft  the  Parthians  * So  that  as  long  as  he  li- 
ned , the  hope  of  that  which  was  to  come,  caufed  him  to 
contemne  the  glorie  gotten  by  his  former  deeds , and  to 
depriue  himfelfe  of  that  commendation,  which  he  (hould 
haue  no  leffe  deferued  in  preferuing  himfelfe , and  in  the 
good  gouernment  of  his  great  eftate,  than  he  did  in  con- 
quering the  fame  : whereof  he  reaped  no  other  benefit, 
butonely  avainenameand  glorie  of  final!  continuance 
in  his  life  time,  which  procured  him  the  enuie  and  hatred 
of  his  countreymen  , fo  that  he  was  murdredwith  23. 
blowes  of  the  f^^ord  on  his  bodie,  after  he  had  ouerliued 
^ompey  (who  was  vanquiQied  by  him)  foureyeeres  onely, 
or  little  more . Hiftories  arefullof  fundriefuch  alterati- 
ons, which  commonly  follow  them  that  are  not  content 
with  their  eftate  : from  whence  wfife  men  and  of  good  ” 
iudgement  may  drawe  this  inftrudion  , to  limit  their 
thoughts  and  defires  . For  as  Diadorns  the  Athenian faid, 
thefe  two.thing^  are  very  hurtfull.to  men,  Hope  and  Loue,  hSuiito  mcn. 
of  whichthe  oheleadeth,  and  the  other  accompanieth 
them,  theone  feeketh  out  the  meanesto  execute  their 
thoughts,  and.the  other  perfuadeth  them  with  good  fuc- 
celfe  . And  although  thefe  two  things  are  not  feene  with 
the  eie , yet  are  they  mightier  than  vifible  punifliments. 

Heerofeame  that  old  hat  proud  men  fat  themfelues 

mth  vaine  hope, which  by  little  and  little  choaketh  them,as  naught 
tie  fat  doth  mans  bodie And  if  we  be  willing  to  keepc  our 
fellies  from  fo  dangerous  a downefall , let  vs  cure  our 
foules  of  all  hurtfull  hope, and  let  reafon  anddutie  (as  we 
haue  alreadie  faid)  lead  and  limit  all  our  affedions  and 
enterprifes,  conlidering  wifely  their  beginning , namely, 
that  wc  ground  them^vpon  right  and  equitie  only,know- 
ing  that  they  ought  not  to  be  iudged  of  by  the  euent  and  iudgeofentcr» 
end  of  them,  which  oftentimes  feeme  to  fauor  vniuft  cou-  by  the  c- 

fels  and  doings.  And  this  offreth  fome  colour  & occafion 
to  the.wicked  toprofecute  their  dealings,  hauing  nocare 
- ' Xj  of  \ 
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of  violating  right  and  iuftice. But  hbwfoeuer  it  be^a  mife- 
rableendbringeth  them  an  ouer  late  repentance  . Nei- 
ther let  vs  perfs^ade  our  felues^that  the  iifue  of  our  imagi- 
nations and  enterprifeSjalthough  they  be  well  grounded,. 

' fliall  certainly  fall  out  according  to  our  meaning,  (iot 
this  is  that  hope  5 which  greatly  hurteth , andmoftofall 
troubleth  menjbut  let  vs  knoWjthat  as  in  al  things  which 
grow,  there  is  alwaies  fome  corruption  mingled  in  them 
(it  being  nccefiarie  that  all  mortal!  feedes  iliould  prefcnt- 
ly  be  partakers  oT  the  caufeof  death)  fo  from  the  fame 
fountaine  ill  hap  floweth  vntovs  in  great  meafure,  yea 
good.  fooner  and  more  abundantly  than  good  fuccefle.  Which 

thing  Homer  willing  to  giue  vs  to  vnderftand,  fained  that 
there  were  two  veBels  at  the  entrie  of  the  great  Olympus, 
the  one  being  full  of  honie,theotherof  gall, of  which  two 
mingled  togither,//^p/V^r  caufeth  all  men  to.drinke  . A nd 
PlutarkS^ixhy  that  men  can  neucr  purely  and  fimply  enioy 
theeafeof  any  great  profperitie , but  whether  it  befor- 
tune,or  the  enuie  of  deftinie,or  elfe  the  naturall  necelTitic 
of  earthlic  things,  there  eafe  is  alwaies  intermingled  in 
their  life  time  with  euillamong  the  good , yea  in  the  like 
miihap  that  which  is  woorfe/urmountcth  the  better.  All 
thefe  things  being  confidercd  of  vs,  they  will  make  vs 
moreaduifed  andftaied  in  all  our  counfels  and  deuifes, 
&infuchfort  affeded  and  prepared  with  true  prudence, 
fortitude,  and  magnanimitie , thatwhatfoeuer  hapnerh 
vnto  vs,we  (hall  not  be  troubled  or  further  mooued , but 
receiue  it,as  hauihg  long  before  expeded  and  looked  for 
scncca^adu^reth  jt.Thisdoth  Seneca^tx^  learnedly  teach  vs,  faying ; that 
ourfeStoaii  wc  ought  not  to  be  aftonifhed  or  maruell  at  vnlooked  for 
fucBts.  chances  that  light  vpon  vs , but  prepare  and  conforme 
our  harts  to  all  euents  that  may  come  vnto  vs, premedita- 
ting and  thinking  aforehand,  that  we  are  borne  to  fufFcr, 
and  that  nothing  commeth  to  paile , w'hich  ought  not  to 
be.  D<?7?/«/>(faith  he Jleadeth  thofeth^t  are  confenting,^  draw- 
eth gain-fayers  hj  force.  Neither  ought  we  , through  doubt 
of  that  which  is  to  come , to  negled  good,  heroicall,  and 
farrc  remooued  hopes  of  excellent  things,  hauingthus 

grounded 
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grounded  them  as  we  haue  faid.For  wife  and  famous  per- 
Ibnages^defiroiis  of  honor  and  glorie,  were  alwaies  ofo- 
pinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  intertained  and  kept  in  a 
found  and  fetled  refolutionof  the  mind^bicaufeof  the  va- 
rietie  of  accidents , which  daily  happen  contrary  to  the 
common  opinions  of  men  ; wherein  experience  teacheth 
vs, that  according  to  the  diredion  of  a good  fpirite , and 
the  good  fucceffe  that  followeth  and  accompanieth  it, 
whatfoeuer  concernerh  the  managing  of  worldlie  affairs, 
is  changed;  and  turneth  about  with  themoouingof  for- 
tune, if  it  be  lawfull  for  vsvnder  this  Heathen  word  to  c'Sr^vnderto^ 
vnderhand  the  ordinance  of  God.  Therefore  to  ende  our 
prefent  difeourfe,  we  will  note  this,  that  firft  we  are  to  de- 
fend  our  felues  by  the  grace  of  God,  with  that  happie  and 
certaine  hope  which  can  neuerdeceiue  or  confound  any, 
being  a certaine  guide  to  keepe  vs  in  this  long  and  tedi- 
ous pilgrimage  from  going  aftray  out  of  the  way  of  falua-  ' 
tion.  Secondly  from  this,  the  prop,  ftaie,  and  comfort  of 
mans  life  againft  all  miferies  and  calamities  will  flow  and 
iffue . Thirdly  and  laftly,»we  fliall  be  ftirred  vp  to  all  great 
and  noble  works,  forthe  good  and  common  profit  of  e- 
uery  one,referring  the  euents  of  them  to  the  woonderfull 
eoiinfell  of  the  prouidence  of  God , and  receiuing  them 
as  iufl:,good,and  profitable. 
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vertuc  confillethinhard  . 
matters, if  that  w hich  com- 
meth  neereft  to  the  diuine 
nature,  andisnioft  vneafie 
and  leaft  of  all  vfed  of  all 
men , better  befeemeth  a 
valiant  and  noble  minded 
man,  than  any  other  thing 
whacfoeuer*,  no  doubt  but 


patience  is  the  very  fame  thing:  whereof  the  Scripture 
Rom.i  5 -r.  t^eacheth  vs,that  God  is  the  author,  and  that  he  putteth  it 

Exod.34A  pradife  among  his  creatures , deferring  the  full 

punilhment  of  their  faults  by  expeding  their  repentance. 
Further,this  vertue  fo  much  refembleth  Fortitude, wher-  ^ 
of  we  difeourfed  yefterday  , that  we  may  fay  with  Cicero,' 
that  Fortitude  is  borne  of  hir,or  els  with  hir,reeing  there 
' is  nothing  fo  great  and  burthenfome,  which  Ihe  can  not 
cafilie  fuftaine  and  ouercome,  euen  the  violenteft  & mod 
common  paifions  of  mans  nature, as  impatiencie,  choler, 
and  anger,  which  commonly  procure  thevtter  ruineof 
the  foule  . Therefore  let  vs  fmy  Companions  ) begin  our 
daies  worke  with  the  handling  of  the  effeds  of  this  great 
vertue  of  Patiencejand  of  the  vices  that  are  cleane  contra- 
rievntoit. 

Patience  a faiuc  A M A N A.  Patieiice  (faith  is  a remedie  for 

foraiifores.  all  griefcs  . Endure  patiently,  and  blame  not  that  which 
thou  cand  not  auoid  . For  he  that  is  able  to  fuffer  well,o- 
^ uercommeth.  Butthisvertueis  fo  rarely  found  among 
nien,that  moe  will  offer  themfelues  to  death,  than  abide 
griefe  patiently.  Neuerrheles,it  is  the  point  of  a vvife  man 
(fzAxh  Horace)  tofet  a good  face  vpon  that  which  muff 
needesbedone. 


Aram. 


li 


ofChoIerandAngen  jop 

A R A M.  By  patience  (faith  Cicero)  we  muft  ieeke  after 
that,  which  we  cannot  obtaine  by  fauour  : and  if  we  en- 
durc,all  the  inconuenience  will  turne  to  ourprofite.  But 
learned  men,  whileft  they  refill  not  their  perturbations, 
trouble  and  ouerturne  with  a fuddain  vehcmencie  thole 
things  which  they  had  begun  with  a quiet  fpirit  & mind, 
throwing  down  at  one  blow  whatfoeuer  they  had  builded 
with  long  labour.But  of  thee  A c h i x o b we  fliall  vnder- 
ftand  the  pray  fe  and  propertie  of  this  vertue  of  Patience 
with  thecontraryeffeds  thereof,  namelie,  Impatiencie! 

Choler  and  Anger,  and  the  meanes  to  fliunne  and  auoid 
them. 

A c H I T o B.  Among  all  the  ancients,  the  Stoike  Phi- 
lofophers  were  moll  zealous  and  precife  obferuers  of  all 
points  concerning  this  vertue  of  patience,  which  they 
grounded  vpon  thefatall  caufe  of  necefiitie,  requiring  ofthcstoicoU 
lucn  exacines  and  perfe(5lion  thereof  in  men,  that  they  pawencc. 
would  haue  a noble  hart  to  be  no  otherwife  touched  with 
aduerfitie  than  with  profperitie,nor  with  forowful  thin^rs 
than  with  ioyfull . For  this  caufe  tXriBo  faid,  that  vertite 
onely  was  to  be  wiflied,  and  therefore  that  it  was  all  one 
tobefickeorfound,pooreorrich:  briefly,  thatinall  o- 
ther  humane  and  necelfary  vfes  of  nature,  there  was  no 
more  euil  in  one  kind,than  in  another.  Whereby  it  fee- 
meth  that  thefe  Philofophers  delighted  in  painting  out  a 
pidure  offuch  patience,  as  neuer  was,  nor  flial  be  among 
men,  except  firll  they  fl^ould  be  vnclothed  of  all  humaine 
nature,. or  becomeas blockilh  and  fencelelfe  as  a Hone. 

For  fo  long  as  man  remaineth  in  this  life,  he  cannot  be 
void  ofaftedions  and  perturbations  that  draw  the  foule 
to  care  and  toprouideforthe  body,  which  continually 
cneth  outagamllherforfeare  ofgriefe  and  of  wanting 
that  which  belongeth  vnto  it.  Butit  is  thedutie  ofa  wile  ■ 
man  to  moderate  all  paffions  in  fuch  fort,’  that  in  the  end 
realon  remaine  miftrelfe.  Moreouer  we  fay  that  vertue 
whichisahabiteofcomdincsand  mediocritie  inaffedi- 
ons, ought  neither  to  be  without  hir  motions,nor  yet  too  Mon  „or“u^ 
much fubied  topalfions.For the  abolilhing ofdefire  ma- 
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keth  the  foule  without  motion, & without  ioy  euen  in  ho- 
neft  things  : as  on  the  other  fide  ouer  vehement  motions 
thereof  altogether  trouble  hir,  and^aufe  hirto  be  as  it 
were  befide  hir  felfe.  Further, we  feeke  after  the  common 
praaife  ofmen,  not  for  that  perfedion  which  they  with 

for,  and  whereunto  they  ought  to  afpire:  and  we  delirc 
that  affcaionlhouldfiiew  it  felfe  no  otherwife  in  vertue, 
than  a little  lliadow  of  a hidden  cloud,  or  a line  in  a pi- 
aurc.  Therfore  true  patience  which  we  ought  to  unbrace 
in  all  things, not  as  compelled  and  of  nece(fity,but  cneer- 
fullv  and  as  reiling  in  our  welfare,is  a moderation  & tole- 
rance of  our  euils,  which,  albeit  we  figh  vnder  the  heauie 
burthen  of  them, clothe  vs  in  the  meane  while  with  a Ipi- 

rituallioy^thatftriuethfo  well  and  maftreth  in  fuch  fort 

the  fence  of  nature  which  (hunneth  griefe.that  m the  end 
it  worketh  in  vs  an  atfedion  of  pietie  & godlineffe,ioy  ned 
with  a free  & cheerful  mind, vnder  the  yoke  & obedience 

oftheiuft&rightfull  will  of  God,through  a certain  expe- 

dation  of  things  promifed,  and  caiifeth  vs  to  ludge  impa- 
tiencie  to  be  contumacie  and  rebellion  to  this  ^^i^iine  wil, 
andfufficientofitfelfeto  make  aman  to  be  called  wret- 
Thedefinidon  chcd.  Patknce  (faith  isahabitethatconfifteth  in 

ofpadcncc.  fuftaining  ftoutly  all  labours  and  griefes  for  the  loue  ot 

honeftie.  The  law  faith ,that  it  is  a very  good  thing  to  keep 
the  tranquillitie  of  our  fpirit  as  much  as  may  be  in  aduer- 
fities,  and  not  to  complaine  of  that  which  is  vncertaine ; 

' bicaufe  men  know'  not  whither  that  which  is  light  vpon 

them  be  good  or  euil  for  them , as  alfo  bicaufe  forow  can 
not  helpe  that  which  is  to  come,  but  rather  hindrecli  the 
curing  of  the  euill : and  laftly,  bicaufe  there  is  nothing  in 
humane  matters, wherof  any  great  account  is  to  be  made. 
But  if  I muft  needs  fupport  them,  my 
to  do  it  nobly,honeftly,and  courageoufly . It  skilleth  not 
what  we  endure,  but  how  we  endure  it.  And  then  dot.^ 
patience  preuail  moft,  when  we 

haue  done,  was  executed  of  vs  for  godlines  lake.The  con- 
flia  of  Patience  ("faith  Surifides)  is  fiich  that  the  vanqui- 
Thcfmteof  is  better  than  the  vanquillier.  Andlctvsnot  ’^biij^ke 
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that  there  is  any  calamitie  which  cannot  be  fuftained  by 
the  nature  ofman  armed  with  patience,  which  is  an  in- 
uincible  tower.  Patience  (faith  GrceraJ  is  a voluntarie  and 
longfiifFringoflabours,  calamities,  trauels,and  difficult 
1 mattersjfortheloueofhoneftieandofvertue.  And  when 
all  things  are  oiierthrowen,and  counfaile  wil  do  no  more 
good, there  is  but  this  one  only  remedy, to  beare  patient- 
ly whatfoeuer  fhall  come  vpon  vs.  Patience  ferueth  vs  for 
I a meane  to  attaine  to  great  matters,  flaying  men  from 
fainting  in  dangers  and  trauels.  By  patience  whatfoeuer 
I ' is  difordred,  may  be  brought  againe  to  good  order,  as 
: ■ that  wife  emperor  CMarcm  Aurelim  would  gi  ue  vs  to  vn- 

V derftand,  when  he  fayd  that  patience  had  no  leffeholpen 

him  in  the  gouernmet  of  his  eftate  than  knowledge.Like- 
• wife  it  is  for  the  mofl  part  followed  of  curtefie  and  gentle- 
nes,  which  make  him  well  liked  of  that  is  adorned  there- 
with,and  fooner  draw  good  wil,the  caufe  of  mens  obedi- 
ence,then  force  or  violence  doth.  Hethatisfloweto  an- 
ger (faith  the  wife  man,)  is  better  than  the  mightie  man,  Prou.ic 
and  he  that  rulcth  his  owne  mind,  is  better  than  he  that 
winneth  a citie.True  patience  loueth  the  afflidions  which 
ihe  fuff reth,  caufing  him  that  poflefleth  hir  to  giue  prayfe 

I toGodinthemidflofaduerfities,  andtofubmithimfclf 
| ; tohisiudgementwhen  heisprelfed  with  difeafes  : nei- 
j : thercanpouertie  keep  him  backe  from  contending  high- 
s ly  his  bountie  and  goodnes.  To  be  fliort,as  a pearle  fliew- 
1;  'i,  eth  hir  beautie  euen  in  the  midft  ofa  puddle : lb  a patient 
I man  caufeth  his  vertueto  appeere  in  al  aduerfities.More- 
j | oner  this  patience  which  welliewinaduerfities,mooueth 
14  thofe  to  compaffion  and  pitie  that  fee  vs  fuffer . Which 
Ll  as  it  greatly  comforteth  in  afflidion,  fo  oftentimes 

(1  It  caufeth  others  to  reape  ineflimablebeneffre  when  they 
1 11  behold  vs  to  fuffer  vniuftly.  For  it  ferueth  to  awaken  and 
1 J *0  ftrengthen  tlie  weake  in  the  knowledge  of  their  duetie, 
that  they  luffer-notthemlelues  to  be  deceiued  with  the 
i I'  poifonfullfweetncs  of  worldly  goods  and  commodities. 

,j  t In  a word  the  vertue  of  patience  is  fo  neceffarie  for  a good 
‘ and  happy  life,  that  no  part  or  adion  of  mans  life  can  be 
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guided  to  their  proper  end  without  hir.  Andasflieisa 
branch  of  Magnanimitie,Fortitude,and  greatnes  of  cou- 
rage; fo  Impatiencieisa  weakcnes  and  imbecillitie  of  a 
ofimpatiencie,  bafe^vilCjand  contemptible  nature,whcrin  choler^  and  in 
the  end  wrath,  are  eafily  ingendred , which  are  two  very 
pernicious  pailions  in  the  foule , and  differ  nothing  from 
furie  (as  the  elder  Cato  faid^  but  onely  in  this , that  they 
continue  a leffe  time,and  this  a longer  .This  is  that  which 
^oJfidomHstQd^chQth  vs, faying  : that  Anger  is  nothing  elfe 
ofantcl"'"''"  but  a fliort  furie\  AriHtdes  called  it  the  inflammation  of 
blood,and  an  alteration  of  the  Cicero  faith, that  that 

which  the  Latines  call  Anger , is  named  of  the  Grecians 
defire  of  reuenge.  And  being  demanded  to  whome 

a man  fraught  with  Anger  , might  be  compared , anfwx- 
red:  to  him  that  maketh  no  account  oflofing  his  friends, 
and  careth  not  although  he  procure  enemies  to  himfeife. 
Butbefides  thefayings  of  ail  thefe  Sages, experience  fufii- 
ciently  fheweth  vs,that  Choler  and  Anger  are  enemies  to 
all  reafoii : and  (as  T^lutark.  faith)  are  no  leflc  proud,  pre- 
fumptuous,and  vneafie  to  be  guided  by  another  , than  a 
greatand  mightie  tyrannic  : Infomuch  thataflfipgiuen 
ouer  to  the  mercie  of  the  windes  and  fl:ormes,would  foo- 
ner  of  it  felfe  receiue  a Pilot  from  without, than  a man  ca- 
ried  headlong  with  wrath  and  choler,  would  yeeld  to  the 
reafon  and  admonition  of  another  . For  an  angry  man 
(like  tothofethatburne  themfelues  within  their  owne 
houfes)  filleth  his  foule  in  fuch  fort  with  trouble,chafing, 
& noife,  that  he  neither  fceth  nor  heareth  any  thing  that 
would  profit  him,  vnles  he  make  prouifion  long  time  be- 
fore to  fuccour  himfeife  with  reafon  through  the  fiudie  of 


Who  arc  moft 

giuento  impati-  v*w,v»  w - j 

giaeatnicho-  choler  than  men  : the  ficke  than  the  found  ; the  olde 
than  the  yoong : all  vicious , gluttonous,  iealous , yaine- 
glorious,and  ambitious  men,  than  thofethatvnfainedly 
hate  vice.Whereby  it  is  euident  enough, that  choler  pro- 

. ceedeth 


dfedome,  whereby  he  may  be  able  to  ouerthrow’’  his  im- 
►atiency  and  choler,which  argue  and  accompanie  for  the 
noftparta  w’eake  and  effeminate  hart . And  thatthisis 
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ceedeth  from  the  infirme  and  \i^eake  part  of  the  foule^and 
not  from  the  Generofitie  thereof.  Neither  doth  it  make 
againft  our  faying, to  alleadge  the  opinion  of  AriHotle , & 
ofal  the  Peripateticks^who  maintained  that  we  ought  to 
moderate  the  affedions  and  palftons  of  the  foule  : but  o- 
therwife  that  they  were  neceffarie  to  pricke  nien  forward 
to  vertue.  Yea  Ariflotle  faid^that  choler  was  as  a whetftone 
to  fliarpen  and  fet  an  edge  vpon  Fortitude  and  Generofi- 
tie.The  Academicks  and  Stoicks  contend  greatly  againft 
this  opinion,  and  namely  Cicero  and  Seneca;^A\o  fay,  that 
forafauich  as  choler  is  a vice, it  cannot  be  the  caufe  of  ver- 
tiie,  feeing  they  are  two  contrary  thinges  that  haue  no- 
thing common  together.  And  con/idering  that  Fortitude 
proceedeth  from  an  aduifed  confultation  and  elcdion  of 
reafon,  which  perfedeth  the  worke , whereas  choler  hin- 
dreth  andtroubleth  it  in  fuch  fort,  thatan  angrieman 
cannot  deliberate , itis  notpoftible  thatit  fliouldftand 
him  in  any  fteed  in  the  performance  of  excellent  adions. 
And  this  is  aninuincible  reafon,  bi caufe  vertue  commetli 
not  of  vice. Now,this  being  the  end  of  all  Philofophie  for 
a man  to  know  his  vices,  and  the  meanes  how  to  deliuer 
himfelfe  from  them , and  feeing  that  the  infamie  and  dif- 
commoditie  which  accompanieimpaticncie  and  choler, 
cannot  but  be  knowne  vnto  vs , yea  are  notwithftanding 
fo  common  amongft  vs , that  the  perfedeft  are  infeded 
therewith,  let  vs  looke  for  fome  helpe  and  meane  to  cure 
our  felues  thereof.  Firftlet  vs  know,  thatalthough  men 
may  be  mooued  to  wrath  and  choler  for  diuers  caufes,yet 
vnto  all  of  them,  the  opinion  of  beingcontemned  and 
defpifed  is  commonly  ioined . And  therefore  the  true  and 
foueraigne  remedie  for  this,  (that  fo  we  may  auoid  fuch  a 
cold  and  (lender  occafion  of  entring  into  choler  againft 
our  neighbours, altogither  vnbefeeming  the  lone  we  owe 
them)  will  be  to  put  from  vs  as  much  as  may  be, all  fufpi- 
tion  of  being  defpifed  and  contemned,or  of  brauerie  and 
boldnes,  and  to  lay  all  the  fault  either  vpon  necellitie  or 
negligence, vpon  chancc,vntowardnes,  lacke  of  difereti- 
on, ignorance , or  want  of  experience,  which  areoften« 
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times  in  them  that  offend  vs . This  will  feeme  very  ftrid 
counfell.and  hard  to  pradife^yea  hatefull  to  many  of  our 
Frenchmen, chiefly  to  thofc  ot  the  Nobilitie , who  are  fo 
curious  in  the  preferuation  of  their  honour,  with  which 
title  they  would  difguife  the  defire  of  worldly  glory, wher- 
vntothey  fliew  themfelues  fo  much  affedionated  . But 
they  teflifie  fufficiently,  that  they  neuerknewe  wherein 
true  honor  confifteth , which  is  no  more  feparated  from 
vertiie,  than  thefliadowe  from  the  bodie : alfo  that  they 
know  not  what  patience  is,  accounting  itratherto  be 
fainthartednes,and  cowardlines,  than  a part  and  daugh- 
ter of  the  vertue  of  Fortitude  and  Geherofitie , yea  iud- 
ging  it  a diihonor  to  a man  that  is  contumelioufly  hand- 
led,not  to  render  the  like  againe.But  contrariwife  we  are 
to  know,that  to  fupport  and  indure  wrong  & iniurie  pa- 
tiently,and  euen  then  when  we  haue  moft  meanes  to  re- 
uenge  our  relLies,is  a note  of  a mofl  abfolute,  noble  , and 
excellent  vertue.  Yea, it  befeemethaChriftian  mofl:  of  all, 
andfuch  a one  as  hath  thofe  words  of  the  Scripture  well 
engrauen  in  his  hart.  Thou  mt  auenge^nor  be  mindfull of 
rvro^g  ag/iwfl  the  children  of  thy  people,  but  [halt  loue  t hy  neigh- 
hour  06  %y  felfe : lam  the  Lord,  vengeance  and recompence  are 
mine  . But  f hope  that  heerafter  wefliall  difeourfeofthis 
fubied  by  it  felfe,  which  deferuethto  be  handled  more 
largely.  Following  therefore  our  matter,  we  mufl  vnder- 
ftand,  that  choler  is  bred  of  acuftometo  be  angrie  for 
fmall  things,  and  afterward  becommeth  eafiliea  fire  of 
fudden  wrath,areuengingbittcrnes,  and  an  vntradable 
lharpenes,making  a man  frowardand  furious, diflikinge- 
uery  thing.  Wherefore  a wife  man  ought  prefently  to  op- 
pofe  the  iudgementof  reafonto  euery  little  anger  , and 
tofiipprefl'eit.  This  will  helpe  to  make  the  foule  firme 
and  of  power  to  refill  and  beate  backe  all  fiercenes  of 
choler  in  matters  of  greater  weight  and  confeqiience.For 
he  that  nouriflieth  not  his  anger  in  the  beginning , nor 
inflameth  it  himfelfe,  may  ea lily  auoid  , oratleafl  flat- 
ter it.Moreouer,  this  will  be  a great  meaneto  ouercome 
’ our  choler  if  vveobeye  knot,  norgiue  credite  vntoit 
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from  the  very  firftinTlant  wherin  itbeginneth  to  appeerc, 
imitating  therein,  whojwhenlbeuer  he  felt  him- 

felfe  fomwhat  more  egerly  mooned  againlt  any  man  than 
he  ought  (like  to  a wile  Pilote  that  getteth  himfelfe  vnder 
the  Lee  of  fome  rockc)  let  fall  his  voyce  gently,  Qiewyng  a 
fmiling  countenance  and  more  curteous  looke,  thereby 
fetting  himfelfe  diredly  againft  his  palTion*  Befides,it  wil 
greatly  helpe  vs,  if  when  we  are  mooned  vvdth  anger,  we 
(lay  our  toong  a certaine  fpace,  and  delay  a litlc  while  our 
ownereuenge  . Foritisvery  certaine  that  a man  promi- 
feth,fpeaketh  and  doth  many  things  in  his  anger,  which 
afterward  he  wiQieth  had  neuer  been  in  his  though t.Vnto 
this  fitly  agreeth  that  counfaile  which  Athefjodorm  taking  tKc counfhire 
his  leaue,  gaue  to  the  emperor  to  flay  the  per-  that  Athenodo- 

iiitious  effedsofquickeand  ready  choler.  This  Philofo- 
pher  mindingto  teach  fome  remedy  to  be  oppofed  at  the 
very  inftant  when  this  monarch  fhould  fceie  himfelfe  o- 
uertaken  withanger,w^hereunioheeafilyfuftred  himfelfe 
to  be  caried;  willed  him  to  rehearfe  the  foure  and  twentie 
letters  of  the  Greeke  Alphabet  before  he  did  any  thing  in 
his  anger.  But  knowing  this  that  it  is  a fpeciall  propei  tie 
of  mans  imbecillitie  to  be  Birred  vp  to  anger  and  to  be 
troubled,let  vs  follow  that  commandement  of  the  Scrip- 
ture, Not  to  fime  in  our  anger  ^neither  to  let  the  fmne  go  downe  Eph.4.2^r. 
vpon  our  wrath,  leaf!:  we  fliew  our  fellies  to  haue  lefle  vertue 
and  curtefie,than  the  Ethnike  Pythagorian  Philofophers, 
who  albeit  they  were  neither  of  kinne,nor  allied,  yet  kept 
this  ciiftome  inuiolable,f/?^r  if^eraduenture  they  were  entred  A notable  cu- 
into  fome  contention  and  choler  one  againH  another,  before  the  py^hao^oiSns 
fmne  went  downe  thej  appointed  a meetingwhere  they  imhraced  ^ 
and Jhookf  hands  one  with  another.  Further  we  haue  carefully 
to  auoyd  all  occafions  which  we  know  might  induce  and 
prouoke  vs  to  choler  . As  Cotls  king  of  Thracia  wifely  be-  brake  hfs 

haued  himfelfe,when  one  brought  him  a prefent  of  many  LofiJn 
goodly  veffels  curioufly  made  and  wroughtjbut  very  brit-  ^rath. 
tk,  and  eafie  to  breake,  bicaufe  they  were  of  glafle.  After 
he  had  well  recompenced  the  gift,  he  brake  them  all  for 
feareleaft  through  choler,  whereunto  he  knew  himfelfe 

fubiedt. 
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fubied,  he  (hould  be  mooued  with  wrath  againft  any  of 
his  feruants  that  (hould  breake  them,  and  fo  puniQi  him 
too  feuerely.  And  of  this  matter  we  may  alfo  draw  a good 
inftrudio  for  all  thofe  that  are  placed  in  authoritie  aboue 
Ma^iftrates  others,  namely, that  they  beware  leaft  they  corred  or  pu- 

niS  any  in  their  mill  any  body  in  their  choler,but  only  when  they  are  void 
dioier.  vehementpalfions^confideringthefadinitfelfead- 

uifedly,  and  with  quiet  and  fetled  fences:  knowing  that 
as  bodies  feeme  greater  through  a mifle , fo  doe  faults 
through  choler,  which  for  the  moftpart  carieth  Princes 
headlong  to  commit  execrable  and  curfed  cruelties  , A- 
mong  many  examples  we  may  note  that  of  the  emperor 
A<;Thcodofius  Theodojiiis,  who  being  mooued  with  anger  againfl:  thofe 
of  Thelfalonica  for  a commotion  which  they  made,  & for 
flaying  his  lieutenant, fent  his  army  thither ,with  comma- 
dement  that  they  (liould  be  vtterly  rooted  out ; whereup- 
on fifteene  thoufand  were  flaine, neither  women  nor  chil- 
dren being  fpared.  Of  which  fault  repenting  hinijbut  too 
late,  he  made  a law  afterward  whereby  he  willed  that  the 
execution  of  his  letters  Patents  and  Commaundements 
V fliould  be  held  in  fufpence  and  deferred,  thirtie  days  after 

fignification  and  knowledge  of  them,  namely,  when  any 
were  to  be  puniflied  more  rigoroufly  than  of  cuftome  he 
vfed.  Neither  is  it  leffe  dangerous  in  an  eftate  that  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  publike  charges  (hould  be  committed  to 
fuch  asfufferthemfelues  to  be  ouer-ruled  with  wrath,fee- 
ing  there  are  not  in  a maner  fewer  matters  which  are  to 
be  winked  at  and dilfembled, than  to  be  puniflied  & cor- 
reded.  And  although  Magiftrates  haue  authoritie  & iufl 
caufe  to  punifli  vices,yet  haue  they  no  licence  to  fliew  the- 
felues  to  bepaffionated.  Butthis  being  a matter  of  Poli- 
cie,let  vs  continue  our  morall  inftrudions,and  note  that 
which  we  read  of  to  be  conlidered  of  here, 

who  being  very  angry  with  a feruaunt  of  his  for  a great 
fault  committed  by  him,  and  feeing  Xe»ocrates  to  come 
piatorcTufed  to  him,  requcftcd  him  if  he  were  his  friend  to  cor- 

coweft  his  (cr.  red  that  feruant  of  his,  bicaufe  at  this  prefent  (quot  h he) 
uancin  bis  an-  ^nget  furmountcch  my  reafon.  Whereby  this  wife  Philo- 

fop  her 
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fopher  declared  faiHcienrly,  that  iFche  firft  motions  are 
not  at  all  in  oiir  pouter  through  the  imperfedion  of  our 
nature^yet  at  the  lelt  reafon  may  feme  for  a bridle  to  hin- 
I dereuery  naughtie  execution  : teaching  vs  iikewife,  that 
f we  ought  to  v(e  and  exercife  our  power  and  authoritie  o- 

[ uer  others  without  any  extreme  paifion.  Further,  that  we 
: I may  haue  fuch  imperfections  in  greater  hatred,  we  are  to 
note  that  choler  hath  been  the  ouerthrow  of  many  great 
men, as  it  was  of  the  emperor  Ameltayim,\N\\o  was  endued 
with  notable  vertues,but  otherwifeeafilie  mooued  to  an- 
ger,whofe  wrath  was  fuch, that  their  death  with  whom  he 
was  difpleafed,was  the  onely  remedie  to  appeafe  it  ..  For 
being  one  day  incenfed  againfl:  Afw/?^’^■his  Secretarie,he 
knowing  his  maftersdifpofition,  for  the  fafegard  of  his 
life  deuifed  to  write  (^counterfaiting  the  emperors  hand) 
in  alitlefcroule  the  names  of  the  principall  captaines  of 
his  army,  putting  himfelfe  in  the  number  of  thofe  whom 
1 he  had  fully  purpofed  to  put  to  death,and  bearing  it  vnto 
I them/ayd,that  he  faw  this  bill  fall  out  of  the  emperours 
fleeue.  Whereat  they  being  aPeonilhed,  and  giuing  credit 
thereuntOjtefoIued  with  themfelues  to  preuentit,  and  fo 
falling  vpon  him,flew  him.  Moreoueritis  well  known  to 
euery  one,  that  choler  may  greatly  hurt  health,  whereof 
men  are  for  the  mod  part  dehrous  enough.  It  was  caiife 
oftheemperour/^^2/<f;?f/W^^/ death,  who  through  crying 
I out  in  his  choIer,brake  a veine  in  his  neck.  From  this  vice 
ii  proceedeth  another  detellable  imperfection  , which  is 
' lwearing,a  thing  diredly  contrary  to  a wife  mans  life, and 

condemned  by  the  lawe  both  of  God  and  man:  whereof 
we  might eafilie  be  cured  by  cuftome,  ifhril  we  deftroied 
Impatiencie  and  Choler  , which  prouoke  blafphemie. 
The  Romanes  obferued  an  auncient  decree,  w'hich  ex- 
jrefly  commaunded,  that  when  yong  men  would  fweare 
>y  the  name  of  fome  God,  they  Ihould  firft  go  out  of  the 
loufe  wherin  they  w^ere.  Which  was  a co-mmedable  mean 
3oth  to  retain  & keep  them  fro  fwearing  lightly  & vpo  the 
hddain,  & alfo  that  they  might  haue  good  laifure  & fpace 
to  bethink  thefelues.  This  would  be  very  profitable  for  vs 
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towards  the  correaion  of  this  vice,  the  vnmeafurable  li-  'ij 
cence  whereof  ought  to  be  kept  backeand  chaftuedby  U 
fome  better  meanes.  Yea, it  were  very  expedient  and  ne-  Q 
celfarie  to  renew  and  put  in  pradife  that  law  of  good  king 
sxeweshis  la.v  5.  Lewes,  that  allbUjphemers  Should  be  marked  in  the  forehead  Y 
agamftfwearms  ,^;^^;^^,i,.<,„.yea,puninied  with  death,if  they  would  not  J 
be  corrededotherwife.Such  contemners  of  the  name  of 

cmlm..  God  ought  to  learne  their  lelTon  of  Carilaiis  the.  Ethnickc  . 

and  Pagan,  who  being  demanded  why  the  images  ot  the 
GodsinLacedemonia  werearmed,  tothe end{<\\.\ot\\  hej 
that  men  might  feareto  blajphem'e  the  gods,  knowing  that  they 
are  armed  to  take  reuengement . Concluding  therefore  our  . 
prefent  difcourfe , let  vs  learne  to  decke  our  hues  fo  we  I 
with  patience3(which  is  fo  profitable  and  neceuary  to  lal- 

^ - uation,and  to  a good  and  happie  life)  that  we  be  patient 

i,Thei;5.i4.  ^Q^ards  all  men  in  all  things,  to  the  end  we  may  obey  the 
„ , will  of  God , and  reape  the  fruite  of  his  promifes , as  the 

■ end  of  patience  is  the  expedation  of  things  promifed. 
And  let  vs  know,that  the  learning-and  vertue  of  a man  is 
knowne  by  patience,  and  that  he  is  to  be  accounted  to 
haue  leffe  learning  and  vertue,  that  hath  lelfe  patience. 
Further , let  vs  learne  that  theoffice  & dutieof  a prudent 

and  noble  minded  man  is  to  winke  at  many  things  that 

befall  him , to  redrelfe  other  things,  to  hold  his  peace_at 
fome  things,and  to  fufifer  much , fo  tliat  he  follow  reafon 
alwaies,and  flie  opinion  . Laftly,  we  are  to  know,that  he 
which  endurcth  euill  patiently jfliall  know  alfo  how  after- 
ward he  may  eafily  beare  profperitie:  and  that  euery  chri- 
ftian  offercth  an  acceptable  facrifice  to  God , when  he 
yeeldeth  vnto  him  dailie  thanks  in  the  midft  of  infinite 
troubles  and  vexations  : which  benefit  will  worke  in  vs 
the  vtter  ouerthrow  of all  impatience,  choler,and  wrath, 
fworne  enemies  to  all  reafon  and  vertue. 
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Of  Meek£»es,  Clemeneie,  Mildnes,  Gemhnes,  and 
Humanitie.  Chaf.  j o. 

A c H I-  A Philofopherin  a great  aflemblie  of  people 
TO  B.  y4A  takinga  lanterne  and  a candle  lighted  at 
■*’midday,an^  going  into  an  high  place  in  all 
their  fight,  was  demanded  what  he  nient  to  do  with  all ; 

I (laid  he^  foy  a wafjfut  ctin fee  fione^o  Hot  tJwe.And  tm- 
lyitisavery  rare  and  excellent  thing  to  find  one  thatin  ‘hi?  word  hL-Zft 
deed  is  a Man,  which  is  as  much  to  fay,  as  courteous,  or  wt"  e 
inadeofmeekcnes  and  gentlenes  : for  which  caufe  Plato  isderiuedWi- 
I calleth  him  aciuill  creature, and  fociable  by  nature.  Now  Scmc'E 
therefore  let  vs  vnderftand  of  you  my  companions,  what  “‘gsnticucs, 

1 woorthy  effedsthisvertueof  meekenes  bringethfoorth 
■ in  man. 

A s E R.  Mercie  (^aiA  Plato,)  ought  no  more  to  be  taken  a- 
way  from  the  nature  of  man, than  the  altar  out  of  the  Temfle.AnA 
euery  noble  hart  ought  to  be  fo  courteous  andgratious, 
that  he  be  reuerenced  mote  than  feared  of  his  neigh  bors. 

A M A N A.  There  is  no  nation  fo  barbarous.which  lo- 

Iuethnotmeekenes,curtefie,beneuolence,andathankfull  . . 

foule:  andcontrariwife,  which  hateth  and  contemneth 
\ notproud,wicked,cruelI,andvngratefullperfons.  But  it 
j belongeth  to  theeARAMtodifcourfe  of  this  matter  vn- 

to  VS. 

Aram.  Sinnehaurng  depriued  man  of  theperfedi^ 
onofgraces,whcrewith  the  image  of  God  in  him  had  in- 
riched  and  beautified  him  : namely, with  perfed  goodncs 
and  holyerighteoufnes,  there  remained  nothing  in  his 
loule  but  a weai^e  defire  to  afpire  to  that  fbueraigne 
Good, of  which  fire  felt  hirfelfe  fpoiled  . For  further  con- 
i firmation  wh?reof,this  incomparable  beautie  of  the  vifi* 

1 ble  (hape  of  the  bodie  was  left  vnto  him , to  the  end  that 
in  this  principall  worke.as  in  a rieh  pidure,hc  might  find 
! large  matter  to  moouehimto  contemplate  and  to  ad- 
cxcellencie  and  greatnes  of  his  Creator , who  is 
; able  to  fe t him  againc  in  his  former  glorie  and  brigh tnes . 

I By 
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Of  Meekenes,  Clemende,&^' 

By  means  of  this  knowledge  a man  feeleth  himfejfe  effe- 
aually  mooned  and  touched  with  th^e  loue  of  his  li^e^m- 
printed  in  euery  nature , which  defireth  vfually  to  (he 
ioorth  the  effeds  thereof  to  the  profite  of  many,  if  it  be 
not  wholy  depraued  and  accurfed.  This  loue  ought  to  be 
fo  much  the  greater  & mote  perfed  in  man.by  how  much 
the  neerer  he  approcheth  to  the  vnderftan^ding  of  the  in-  I 
conmrehenfiblofecrets  of  the  diuinitie . For  what  Jing  | 

ought  more  to  ftirre  vs  vp,and  to  mooue  vs  with  zea 

do  good  to  our  neighbours,  than  theconfideration  both  ^ 

of  their  creation  after  the  image  of  God , whereunto  we  ^ 
owe  all  honor,loue,&  obedience,  and  alfo  of  their  reefta- 

blifliment  into  the  fame  image  by  his  pure  grace  &me^-  g 
cie  : befides  the  contemplation  of  the  excellent  compo-  * 
fitionand  building  ofthis  frame  of  man  ? ] 

being  well  confidered  in  our  minds,  whomjhall  we  take 
for  our  enemie,for  aftranger,  as  contemptible,  vnwoor-  | 
thy,andof  no  account.feeing  this  brightnes  and  grace  of  .. 
God  (liineth  in  euery  one,  and  efpecially  in  thofe  whom 
theworld'defpifeth  ? Moreouer,  when  we  hy  " * - 

word  that  Man  is  fubftituted  of  Godin  hisp'ace,  that  we 
lliould  acknowledge  towards  him  the  inelbmable  hene-  fi 

fits  which  we  haue  and  daily  receiue  from  the  helpe^and  | 

aoodnelfe  of  our  common  Father,  whopromifeth  to  ac-  | 
fept  as  done  to  himfelfe.what  good  thing  F®*  I 

cure  to  his  creatures,  fo  that  it  be  done  with  a gladfome  I 

and  cheerfull  countenance,  and  with  a fweete  and  curte-  ^ 
ous  kind  of  beneficence,void  of  arrogancie.  contamelie 
or  reproch,(hal  any  thing  ftay  vs  from  exercifmg  towards  \, 
euery  one  all  duties  of  humanitie  ? We  read  in 
that  long  fithence  there  was  a Temple  m Ath^*  ded'ca- 1 
ted  to  Mercie,  into  which  none  w-as  fafeied  to  c“tercx-  ^ 
cept  he  were  bcneficiall  and  helpfull,.and  then  alfo  wuh  , 
Ikenccfrom  the  Senate.  In  fomuchthat  through  addire 
which  the  people  had  to  haue  accede  into  it,  they  ftuditd 
earnettly to  exercife  workes  of pitie andfietic  . A.ca,  he 
greated  reproch  which  an  Athenian  could  vtter  to  liis 
neighbor, was  to  hit  him  in  the  teeth, that  he  was  neuer  m 
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I the  Academic  of  the  Philofophers,  nor  in  the  Temple  of 

Mercie,girding  him  by  this  only  reproch  with  two  (hame- 
full  things,  the  one  of  ignorance  and  want  of  prudence, 
the  other  of  cruel  tie  & inhumanitie.  Now  if  among  thofe 
of  olde  time  the  onely  naturall  feede  ofthcloue  of  their 
Jikc,which  alfo  is  feen  in  beafts,  was  fo  ftrong  and  power- 
full, that  it  brought  forth  in  them  (notwithftanding  they 
were  deftitute  of  the  heauenly  light)  fruites  woorthy  of 
I pcrpetuall  memoric,  as  they  that  had  nothing  in  greater 
eftimation  than  to  fhew  themfelues  meeke,gentle,  curte- 
I ous,  helpfull  and  gratious  towards  others,  euen  towards 
their  enemies.  What  ought  they  to  do,  that  fay  they  are 
I all  members  of  that  one  head,  who  recommendeth  fo  ex- 
prefly vnto  thera,meeknes,mildnes,gentlenes,  grace,cle- 
mencie,mercy,good-will,compaflion,and  euery  goodaf- 
fedion  towards  their  neighbor?  All  which  things  are  c6- 
prehended  vnder  this  only  facred  word  of  Charitie, which  what  chan. 
istheindiflblublebandofGod  with  vs,  whereby  we  are 
inflamed  with  the  loue  of  him  for  that  which  we  owe  vnto 
him, and  thereby  alfo  are  induced  to  loue  our  neighbours 
for  the  loue  of  God.  But  let  vs  confider  how  the  ancients 
hauing  but  the  fhadow  of  this  perfed  Charitie,  prayfed  & 
efteemed  this  vertue  of  Meeknes,  from  which  they  knew 
I how  to  draw  fo  many  good  commodities  for  the  profite 
j and  fuccour  ot  euery  one, that  after  we  may  note  here  cer- 
:!  tain  woorthy  examples  to  ftirre  vs  vp  fo  much  the  more  "" 
vnto  our  dutie.  Meeknes  (faith is  a vertue  that  be-  Thedefinition 
longeth  to  the  courageous  part  of  the  foule,  whereby  we  effedsof 
are  hardly  mooued  to  anger.  Hir  office  and  dutie  is  to  be 
I able  to  fupport  and  endure  patiently  thofe  crimes  that 
are  layd  vpon  hir,not  to  fuffer hir  felfe  to  be  haftily  caried 
j to  reuenge,  nor  to  be  too  eafily  ftirred  to  wrath,  but  to 
’ make  him  that  poflefleth  hir,mild,gratious,and  of  a flay- 
ed and  fetled  mind.  Meeknes  and  gentlenes  (as  he  fayth 
elfe-where)  is  that  vertue  whereby  a man  eafily  appeafeth 
j the  motions  and  infligations  of  the  foule  caufed  by  cho- 
j let, and  it  ftandeth  him  in  flead  of  a moderate  temperace 
I ol  the  fpirit, decking  him  with  mildnes  & curtefie,  which 
j Y j draweth 


3 2 z Of  MeekcneSjGlemenciej&c.  1 

drawcth  vnto  him  the  loue  of  ftrangers,  and  good  feruice  .^1 

ofhisowne.  Whereby  it  appeereth,  that  whofoeuer  is 
mild  and  courteous  to  others, rcceiueth  much  more  pro-  ^ 
fit  and  honor  than  thofe  whomc  he  honoreth  . 1 hey  are 
not  to  be  credited  (faith  Cicero)  who  fay  that  a man  muft  \ 
vfe  crueltie  towards  his  enemies,  efteemiug  that  to  be  an 
2idi  proper  to  a noble  and  courageous  man . tor  nothing  ^ } 
is  more  commendable  or  woorthie  a great  and  excclknt  , v 
man, than  meekenes  and  clemencie . It  feemeth  alfo  that 

liberalitie,  beneficence,  iuftice,fidelitie,  and  many  other  '.  i 

good  deedes,wherof  many  men  tafte,and  «'hich  procure  „ 
to  a man  greater  good,  will  of  euery  one,  are  properto  ^ 
mildnes  and  meekenes,called  by  an  ancient  man  the  cha- 

radersofanholiefoule.whichneuerfufferinnocencieto  ; 
be  opprefled,&  as  Cfo/afaid,  which  lead  noble  harts  flow- 

ly  to  the  feafts  of  their  friends,but  fpeedily  to  the  fuccou-  ; 
rin“  of  them  in  their  calamities. Jhis  vertue  of  meekenes 
is  truly  moft  necelfarie  for  a valiant  man  . For  without  it  . i 
he  fliouldbe  in  danger  to  commit  fome  adions  which  • , 
might  be  iudged  cruell . And  feeing  that  a noble  minded  - , 
man  com'meth  neere  to  the  diuine  nature,be  muft  alfo  re-  ] 
femble  it  as  much  as  may  be  in  gentlenes  and  clemencie,  I ;j 
which  adorneth  and  honoreth  thofe  efpecially  that  are  |j 
lift  vp  in  dignitie,and  haue  power  to  corred  others.  True 
it  is  alfo,that  they  are  deceiued  that  commend , and  as  it 
were  adore  the  bounty  of  great  men  and  Magiftrats,who  , 
ofa  certain  fimplicity  without  prudence, (liew  thenafelues 
betvveene mild-  pfa^;ious,gentle,and  courtcous  towards  ^11  men  . Whicn  , 
Msandcrudrie.  pernitious  to  an  Eftate,than  is  the  feueritie  and 

crueltie  of  others.  For  ofthlsouer-greatlenitie,  among  * 
many  other  inconucniences,  an  impunitie  of  the  wicked  ,| 
is  bred,  and  the  fufferance  of  one  fault  quickly  draweth  ; | 
on  another.  Therefore  the  mildnes  of  thofe  that  haue  ; 

power  and  authoritie,  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  le- 

ucritie, their  clemencie  mingled  with  rigour,and  their  fa-  ■ 
cilitie  with  aufteritic . This  is  that  which  learned  y 

tezchezh\s,hying:thattheiiol>leaiidftr<»)gmMmfiltl>ecoit- 

r^eoHi  (udgratioM^thM  he  r»aj  both  chajlice  the  wicked, and 
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Jo  pardon  when  time  requireth.  And  as  for  thofe  offences 
which  may  be  healed , he  muft  thinke  that  no  man  is  wil- 
lingly vniuft. Therefore  Cicero  faithjthat  itis  theproperty 
of  a noble  minded  manfimply  to  puniQi  thofe  that  are 
moft  in  fault,&  the  authors  of  euill,  but  to  faue  the  mul- 
titude. And  thus  the  rigour  of  difcipline  dircding  meeke- 
nes,and  meekenes  decking  rigour, the  one  will  fet  foorth 
and  commend  the  other;  fothat  neither  rigour  (hall  be 
rigorous , nor  gentlenes  diffolute.By  the  learned  fenten- 
ces  of  thefe  Philorophers,it  is  very  euident , that  the  ver- 
tuc  of  meekenes  is  not  onely  a part  of  Fortitude,  which 
can  not  be  perfed  without  it, but  hath  alfo  fome  particu- 
lar coniundion  with  all  the  other  vertues,yea  is  as  it  were 
the  feede  of  them , and  induceth  men  to  pradifc  all  dutie 
towards  their  neighbours . But  bicaufe  the  order  of  our 
difcoLit  fes  wil  offer  vs  matter  and  occafion  to  intreat  par- 
ticularly heereafter  afwell  of  iuftice , and  of  reuenge  of 
wTongs  and  ininries  which  a man  receiueth  of  his  enemy, 
as  alfo  of  other  vertues  heere  brieily  mentioned , we  will 
how  come  to  certaine  notable  examples  of  meekenes, 
gentlenes,mildnes,andgoodnes  of  nature  . The  firft  that  phiiip  a Prince 
commeth  to  my  remembrance  is  Philip  king  of  Macedo-  ofagoodand 
nia , wmo  giueth  place  to  none  in  the  perfedion  or  thele 
gifts  and  graces.  When  it  was  told  this  good  Prince,  that 
one  Nicanor  did  openly  fpeake  ill  of  his  maiehie,his  coun- 
fellors  being  of  opinion  that  he  was  to  be  punifhed  with 
death ; I frppofe  (quoth  he  to  them)  that  he  i6  a good  man.  It 
were  better  1 0 Jearch  whether  the  fault  commeth  not  from  vs.Kni 
after  he  vnderftood  that  the  faid  Ntcanor  was  a needy  fel- 
low, and  complained  that  the  king  neuer  fuccoured  him 
in  his  neceffity,he  fent  him  a rich  prefent.  Whereupon  af- 
terward it  was  told  Philip,  that  this  Nicanor  went  vp  and 
dowmefpeaking  much  good  of  him. W/ (faid  he  then 
to  his  Councellors)  that:  I am  a better  Phifition  for  backbiting 
than  you  are^and  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  caufe  either  good  or  euill 
to  be  fpoken  of  me . The  good  difpofition  of  jintigonus  king 
of  Isiacedonia,  commeth  in  here  not  vn fitly  vpon  the  like  . 
occaiion.For  hearing  certaine  fouldiers  fpeake  ill  of  him 
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hard  by  his  tent,  who  thought  not  that  the  king  could 
ouerheare  them.he  (hewed  himfelfe,  vttering  thefe  onehe 
words withoutfartherhurtingof  them:  CoodLord,  could 
you  not  go  further  off  to ffeake  illof me  f And  to  fay  truth,  fuch 
gifts  and  graces  become  a noble  Prince  very  well : yea,he 
cannot  more  woorthily  and  more  befeeming  himfelfe 
giue  place  to  any  wrongs , than  to  thole  that  are  done  to 
hisowneperfon.  Ascontrariwifethofemenare  vnwoor- 
thie  their  feepters , who  cruelly  reuenge  their  owne  mm-  . 
ries,&  pardon  fuch  as  are  done  to  others , yea  fuch  faults 
as  are  direftly  againft  the  honor  of  God.  A Prince  wel  m- 
ftruded  in  vertue  (faith  Xemfhon  in  his  Cyropa:dia)  ought 
fo  to  behaue  himfelfe  towards  his  enemie,  as  to  thinke  & 
confider  that  at  fome  time  or  other  he  ma,y  be  his  friend. 
Was  there  euer  Monarch  more  feared  of  his  enemies  than 
^lexanderth^  Great,  inuincible  in  all  things  he  tooke  m 
hand,inafmuch  that  he  would  not  onely  force  all  humane 
powers,but  alfo  times  & places  themfeUies,  and  yet  who 
hath  left  greater  proofes  of  meekenes  and  curtefie 
he  ? As  he  was  on  his  voyage  vndertaken  for  the  conqueft 
of  the  Indians , raxiles  a king  of  thofe  countries  came  & 
defired  him  that  they  might  not  w^arre  one  againft  ano- 
rher./A/^o»(faid  this  king  vnto  him;  art  leffe  than  I,  receiue 
henefitsdf greater,!  mil  take  them  of  thee,  ^lexander  greatly 
admiring  and  commending  thegrauitie  and  courteous 
fpeech  of  this  Indian,  anfwered  thus  : At  the  leaft  we  rnuU 
fight  andcontend  for  thli : namely,  whether  of  wtwame  jhallee 
moftbenepciallto  his  Companion:  fo  loath  was  this  noble  Mo-. 
narch  to  giue  place  to  another  in  goodnes,  mildnes,  and 
courtelie.Heereof  he  gaue  a great  argument, alter  he  had 
vanouilhed'Pflrw  a very  valiant  Prince, of  whome  deman- 
dine  how  he  would  beintertainedof  him,  this  king  an- 
fwered,Royal!y  . Neither  would  he  giue  him  any  other 
anfwer, albeit  Alexender  vrged  him  thereunto . Por  he  laid 

that  all  was  contained  vnder  that  word  . Asindeede  the 

Monarch  (hewed  that  he  was  nothing  ignorant  thereot. 
For  he  did  not  onely  reftore  his  kingdome  vnto  him,  but 

inlargeditalfo,  wherein  he  furmounted  his  vidoric,  and 

° procu- 
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procured  to  himfelfe  as  much  renowne  by  his  clemency, 
as  by  his  valure . Had  he  euer  any  greater  enemie  than 

!j  lit  w ui  Liiy  1115  giciiLiic5,  twcauic  Dejjiis  one  or  nis  captains  cruelly 

had  flaine  him,he  was  To  difpleafed  therwith,  that  he  cau-  SngDariusr 
fed  the  murdererto  be  puniihed  (albeit he  wasone  ofhis 
familiar  frieds)  with  a raoft  cruel  death,caufing  him  to  be 
tome  afunder  with  two  great  trees  bowed  down  by  main 
ftrength  one  againft  another, vnto  each  of  which  a part  of 
I his  body  was  faftened.  Then  the  trees  beyng  fuffe- 

I red  to  returne  backe  again  to  their  firft  nature,  with  their 
; vehement  force  rent  afunder  the  body  of  this  poore  and 
I miferable  wretch,  IhUhs  CafirwsLS  of  fuch  a curteous  dif* 
pofirion,  that  hauing  conquered  and  all  his  ene- 
mies, he  wrote  to  his  friends  in  Rome,  that  the  greateft 
I and  moft  pleafant  fruit  which  he  gathered  of  his  vidory, 
confiftedinfauingdailytheliues  oflbmeof  his  country- 
men who  had  borne  armes  againft  him;  as  in  truth  he  did 
: fo.And  for  a great  proofe  of  his  meekenes  and  gentlenes, 

that  fpeech  may  feme,  which  he  vttred  when  he  vnder- 
! ftood  that  Cato  retiring  into  the  towne  of  Vtica  after  the 
lofte  ofthe  battell  had  killed  himfelfe.  O Cato  (fayd  this 
I monarch  beyng  then  very  penfiue)  I enuy  thee  this  thy 
i death,feeing  thou  haft  enuied  me  the  glory  of  fauing  thy 
- life.  I neuer  yet  denied  clemencie  (fayd  that  good  empe- 
I ror  Marcm  (tAurelim')  to  him  that  demaunded  it  of  me, 

[ much  Icile  haue  I euil  intreated  or  ofFred  dilhonor  to  any 
I thattruftedin  me.  Neither  can  any  vidory  be  called  a 
true  and  perfedvidorie,  but  that  which  carieth  with  it 

ij  fomeclernende.Toouercomeisahumanething,  but  to  ' 

I pardon,  is  diuine.  Hereofitis  (faid  the  fame  vertuous 
prince)  that  we  efteeme  the  greatnelle  of  the  immortall 
gods  not  fo  much  for  the  punifhment , as  for  the  mercie 
which  they  yfe.  The  clemencic  and  bountieofZ)/W  thep/w. 
i Syracufian  is  woorthy  of  perpetuall  memory.  For  hauing 

brought  to  ruine  the  tyrannic  oiT^ionyjim  the  yonger , & 

I recouered  the  libertie  ofhis  countrey,  one  ofhis  greateft 

Y iij  enemies 


x?<ir/wvanquiinedandlubdueabyhim.^  And  yet  when 
he  faw  himfelfe  letted  from  vfing  towards  him  any  boun- 
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enemies  named  HeracUdes,  being  a very  pernitious  felo\^% 
fell  into  his  hands  : whereupon  all  his  friends  gaue  him 
’ counfail  to  put  him  to  death . Vnto  w hich  Dion  wifely  an- 
fwered,that  other  captains  and  heads  of  armies  vfed  com- 
monly to  imploy  moft  of  their  ftudie  in  the  exercife  of 
armesandofwarre,  but  asforhimfelfehe  hadlong  fince 
ftudied  and  learned  in  the  fchooles  of  the  W niuerfitie  to 
ouercome  anger ,enuy  and  euery  euillaffedion  and  will : 
the  proofe  whereof  conlifted  not  onely  in  benaiiing  hitn- 
felfe  well  towards  his  friends^and  towards  goodmen,but 
alfo  in  pardoning^and  in  the  exercife  ofgentlenes  and  liii- 
inanitie  towards  his  enemies, fo  that  he  had  rather  excel! 
Heracltdes  in  bountie  and  curtefie,than  in  power  & world- 
ly glory.  And  although  (quoth  he)  mens  lawes  auouch  it 
to  be  morciuft  to  reuenge  aniniurie  receiued,than  to  of- 
AU  priuate  re-  fer  it  to  another,yet  nature  teacheth  vs, that  both  the  one 
and  the  other  proceed  of  the  fame  imbecillitie  ; and  how 
foeuer  that  man  is  hardly  altered,who  hath  gotten  an  ha- 
bite  of  wickedne{re,yet  are  there  few  men  of  fo  brutiih  & 
vntamed  a nature,  orfofauage  in  reclaiming,  that  their 
peruerfnes  cannot  in  the  end  be  wel  ouercome  by  benefi- 
cence,when  they  fee  that  men  returne  good  turnes  againe 
and  againe  into  their  bofome.  By  thefe  learned  difeour- 
fes  it  appeareth  that  Dion  forgaue  Heracltdes,  and  beftow'- 
tyewrgiis,  ed  vpon  him  great  benefits.  Lycurgas  the  reformer  of  the 
Lacedemonian  eftate,  by  whofe  iWanes  that  common- 
wealth fo  long  ty me  floriflied,  doth  yet  pafTeall  thofe  be- 
fore alleadged  through  the  goodnes  and  mildnes  of  his 
gentle  nature.  This  graue  and  gratiousperfonage  hauing 
I receiuedfuch  a blow  with  a ftafte,  that  one  of  hiseies  was 

'put  out  in  a fedition  Birred vp  againft  him  in  the  cirie,  bi- 
caufe  of  the  rigor  ofthofe  lawes  which  he  had  effablifl^ed 
there,  after  the  fedition  was  appeafed,  had  the  offender 
' deliuered  into  his  handes  to  punifli  him  as  he  thought 
good.  But  he  not  hurting  or  difpleafing  him  at  all,  kept 
him  in  his  hoiife,  and  inBruded  him  in  all  vertue  & good 
difeipline,  and  within  the  yeeresende,  he  brought  him 
foorth  into  the  pubiike  aB'embly , being  no  lelTe  vertuons 
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and  well  nurtured  than  before  he  was  vicious : vfingthefe 
w'ords  vnto  the  people  : "Behold  / reflorehim  vntojouy  beyng 
mild,  gratiom  and  fit  to  do  you fermce^ivhomyegaue  to  me  proud, 
outragiotu  anddijfolHte,0  ade  befeeining  the  foule  of  a chri- 
ftian  rather  than  of  an  Ethnike!  which  ought  to  make  the 
greatly  afliamed,who  for  the  leaft  wrong  receiued  of  ano- 
ther, would  not  flick  to  flay  not  one  ma  only,  but  a thou- 
fand,yea  ten  thoufand  rather  than  their  worldly  honour 
fliould  be  hurt  or  touched:  which  pretence  of  honour 
they  vfe  veric  often  to  colour  their  brutiflinefle  withalL 
Now  leaning  here  the  ancients,of  whom  we  haue  a milli- 
on of  teflimonies  in  the  reading  of  hiftories,  I thinke  we 
flialldo  well  to  propound  here  vnto  our  princes  beyng 
too  much  inclined  to  reuenge  iniuries,  the  clemencie  of 
kingL<fyr<f/thei2.  who  fucceeding  Charlesxho.  8.  in  the Lcwesdacn.. 
kingdom,  would  neuer  reuenge  himfelfe  of  any  outrage 
or  iniurie  done  vnto  him,  euen  than  whe he  was  but  duke 
ofOrleance.  Info  much  that  beyng  incited  byfome  to 
punilb  one  that  was  his  great  enemie  during  the  life  of  his 
predeceflbr,he  anfwered : That  it  would  not  befeeme  a king  of 
France  to  go  about  to  reuenge  iniuries  offered  to  a duke  of  Orle- 
ance.  Neither  ought  we  to  let  pafle  in  filence  the  goodnes 
and  clemencie  ofthat  great  king  Frances,  who  goyng  in 
perfon  to  chaftice  the  rebellion  of  the  Rochelers/orgaue 
them,and  put  not  one  to  death, faying:  That  albeit  he  had 
no  leffe  occafion  to  reuenge  this  iniurie  than  the  Smperor  Charles, 
whopunifhedvery  cruelly  thofie  of  Gaunt, yet  he  had  rather  en- 
creafehisprayfesby  preferuing  than  by  deUroymg  his  fubieEis, 

After  his  example  king  Henry  the  2 . hauing  giuen  in  Henrythes. 
commilTion  to  the  duke  of  Montmorencie  Conflable,  to 
chaflicc  the  rebellion  of  the  countrey  of  Guyen,and  efpe- 
cially  the  inhabitants  of  Burdeaux,  afterward  gaue  out  a 
generall  abfoIution,and  forgaue  the  racing  of  the  Town-. 
houfe,thc  paiment  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds , 
the  defraying  of  the  charges  of  the  armie  wherein  they 
were  condemned . And  truly  as  it  belongeth  to  theTun  to 
lighten  the  earth  with  his  beames  : fo  it  appertaineth  to 
the  vertue  of  a prince  to  haue  compaflion  vpon  the  mife- 

Y iiij.  rablc* 
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table.  Yeafo  many  as  ftaiid  in  need  of  mercy,  and  beyng 
woorthy  therof  craue  for  it,  ought  to  find  harbour  in  the 
hauenofhisexcellencie.  Now  to  come  to  the  end  of  our 
prefent  difcourfe,  if  by  fo  many  examples  which  we  haue 
touchcd,and  innumerable  others,  ot  which  hittones  are 
plentiful!,  we  may  note  amongft  the  famous,  noble  and 
courageous  men  of  old  tyme,  fuch  effefts  ofmeekcnefle, 

gentlenes,bountie,mildnes,clemencie  andhumanitieto- 

wards  their  enemies, no  doubt  but  they  endeuored  Co  do 
much  more  for  their  friends,brethren  and  countreymen, 
for  whofefafetie  they  feared  not  many  times  to  die,  as 
heretofore  we  haue  feene  examples  thereof,  and  may  fee 
more  hereafter.  And  how  much  leffe  would  they  haue  fm- 
led  tofuccoT  theminallotherduties  and  charitable  offi- 
ces ? So  that  if  we  be  men  and  not  monftersin  nature,  let 
vs  learne  what  are  the  fruits  not  onely  of  true  Chriilians, 
but  alfo  of  true  hiimanitie,  and  of  nature  not  being  who- 
ly  depraued  and  corrupted  : to  the  end  that  framing  our 
iTianers,mild,gentle,and  gratious,to  the  fuccor  ,benefite, 
and  pro.hte  of  euery  onCjand  following  the  fteps  and  tra- 
ces of  the  vertue  of  Fortitude  and  Magnanimitie,which  is 
neuerchurliffi.idlcor  proud,  we  may  liueahappylife  di- 
r efted  to  hir  proper  end , expeding  our  renewing  m that 
life  which  is  immortall  and  euerlafting. 


Ofqood  and  III  hap.  Chap. 

THcre  hath  becne  alwayes  men  of  great 
humaine  learning,but  voyd  ofthe  fincere 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  that  haue  main- 
tained one  of  thefe  two  opinions:fome,T/j<«t<*//  things  were 
gouerned  by  nature : others  ^hat  they  were  ruled  by  fort  ftne.lhey 
that  acknowledge  nature  for  the  firft  caufeofall  things 
TheStoicks.  did  attribute  vnto  hir  a conftellation,  which  through  the 
ftrength  andefficacieoFthe  ftarres  gouerned  the  coun- 
ThcEpicures.  faile  and  reafon  oFmen  . The  other  fort  acknowledging 
fortune,  maintained  that  all  things  v/ere  done  at  aduen- 

^ ture 
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tureand  by  chance . No\v  albeit  there  are  too  many  at 
this  day  that  follow  this  error , yet  is  it  fo  abfurd  a thing, 
thatin  the  writings  of  Ethnicks  and  Pagans,  a thoufand 
inuincible  reafonsare  found  of  fufhcient  force  to  con- 
uincc  fuch  opinions  of  meere  lying  and  ouer-great  for- 
tiil^nes,  and  toconftraine  thofe  that  are  moft  impudent 
and  fliameles  to  acknowledge  an  infinite  almightie  pow- 
er to  be  the  creator  of  nature,  and  of  all  things  moouing 
therein,  andtodifpofe  and  order  them  with  an  eternall 
and  euerlafting  prouidence  . True  it  is  that  I would  not 
abfolutely  deny  the  maruellous  effeds  which  many  haue 
noted  in  heauenlie  bodies  throughout  nature:  neuer- 
theles  I hold  this  for  cei  taine , that  as  all  their  vertue  de- 
pendcth  of  one  onely  God  ,fo  he  withdraweth  from  them 
his  power  when  and  as  foone  as  it  pleafeth  him , Of  this  I 
inferre,that  they  greatly  deceiue  themfelues,  who  thinke 
that  the  feeking  out  of  the  ftarres,  and  of  their  fecret  ver- 
rues  diminilheth  any  thing  from  the  greatnes  and  power  - 
of  God : feeing  that  contrariwife  his  raaiefiie  is  much 
more  famous  and  woonderful  in  doing  fuch  great  things 
by  his  creatures,  as  if  he  did  them  himfelfe  without  any 
meane  . Nowe  that  which  I haue  touched  heere  my 
companions , is  not  to  offer  any  occafion  to  difeourfe  of 
the  Mathematicks,or  ofany  part  thereof, which  would  be 
to  depart  oat  ofthofe  bounds  which  we  appointed  to 
our  Academy.B  at  feeing  nothing  is  fo  common  amongd 
vs  as  to  vfc,or  rather  to  abufe  thefe  wordesof  GogdandHt 
by  attributing  vntothemfome  power  and  vertue  o- 
uer  our  doings : infomach  that  we  commonly  fay  there  is 
nothing  but  good  or  ill  lucke  in  this  world,I  thinke  it  wii 
not  be  without  fruitero  confider  narowly  what  we  ought 
to  thinke  ot  thefe  w'ords, and  wherein  we  are  to  feeke  and 
defire good  hap,  and  wherein  to  feareand  flie ill  lucke. 

Now  therefore  let  vs  be  inftrud-ed  of  you  touching  this 
nutter, 

^ A c H I T o B.  Good  hap  confifteth  in  that  contenta- 
tion  which  proceedeth  from  theperfedion  of  the  fubied 
therof, being  adorned  with  a perfed  habit  and  intire  pof- 

feffion 


3 30 

Wherein  good 
and  ill  hap  con- 
fill. 


Who  is  happic 
in  Socrates 
xudgement. 


Whoishappie. 


Of  Good  and  III  Hap. 

feffion  of  all  kind  of  Goods,  in  the  priuation  whereof  all 
ill  hap  confiftech  . This  cannot  be  verified  of  the  pafTions 
and  atFedions  of  men,nor  of  their  worldly  afFaires,\vhich 
are  alwaies  intermingled  with  diners  & fundry  accidents, 
turning  one  while  on  this  manner , by  and  by  after  an 
other,  and carying  the foule continually  vpand  downe 
with  thefetwo  perturbations^D^/r^- and  Griefe,  Therefore 
if  there  he  a happie  mm  in  this  world  ( faid  Socrates ) it  is  he  that 
hath  a pure  and  cleane  foule, and  a confcience  defiledwith  nothing, 
Tor  the  mjfteries  of  God  may  he  feene  and  beheld  of  him  one  ly. 

A s E R.  A temperate  and  conftant  man  that  knoweth 
howto  moderate  feare,anger,exceffiueioy,  andvnbride- 
led  defire,is  very  happie,but  he  that  placeth  other  vading 
Goods  in  his  felicitie,  fliall  neuer  haue  a quiet  mind  . Lee 
vs  then  heare  of  A m a n a , wherein  we  ought  to  iudge 
that  happines  or  vnhappines  confifteth . 

A M A N A.  The  continuall  alteration  & fudden  chang 
ofoneeftateinto  another  cleane  contrary , which  might 
alwaies  be  noted  in  the  nature, difpofition,  and  euents  of 
mens  adioiis,counfels  & defires , gaue  occafion  to  fome 
of  the  ancient  Philofophers  to  thinke  the  ficke  more  hap- 
pie than  the  found : bicaufe  (^faid  they)  ficke  folks  looke 
for  health,  whereas  the  healthie  exped  ficknes  . For  this 
very  confidcration  it  feemeth  that  Amafis,  almofi:  the  laft 
ofthofe  kings  that  raigned  peaceably  in  Egypt,  fiioke  off* 
Ss'aiuancrwith  the  alliaiice  and  league  with  Poltcrates  king  of  Samos,  who 
roHccates.  happie  in  worldlie  refpeds,  that  do  what  he  could, 

yet  could  he  not  know  what  forovv  meant , but  all  things 
fel  out  vntohim  better  than  he  defired.Forproofe  wher- 
' of  may  ferue  that  which  happened  vnto  him,  after  he  had 

caft  into  the  fea  a ring  of  great  value,  which  he  loiied  ex- 
ceedingly.Now, although  he  did  fo  of  purpore,to  the  end 
he  might  tafte  of  fome  forow  and  griefe , yet  he  found  it 
quickly  againe  in  the  bellie  of  a fifli  taken  by  Filhermen, 
and  bought  for  his  kitchen.  Whereupon  this  wife  Egypti- 
an iudged  it  a thing  altogether  impofiible,  but  that  fome 
great  miferie  was  to  follow  hard  at  the  heeles  of  fo  great 
happines  and  therefore  he  would  not  be  partaker  ther- 
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of, as  of  heceflitie  he  Ihouki  haue  bcene , if  he  had  conti- 
nued fhll  that  league  which  before  was  betwixt  them. 

Neither  was  J majis  zny  deceiued  in  his  opinion. 

For  within  awhile  after  Toltcrates  was  dcpriued  of  his 
kingdome,and  (liamcfully  hanged, feruing  for  a common 
and  notable  example  of  the  inlUbilitie  and  variablenes 
of  mans  cftate,as  alfo  to  fliew  that  it  is  a very  abfurd  thing 
to  place  happines  in  fo  vnccrtain  felicity.  And  yet  among 
infinit  imperfections  borne  with  man,  this  is  common  in  Anordinaric 
him  to  loofc  quickly  the  remembrance  of  a benefit  recci- 
ued,  but  to  retaine  a long  time  the  memorie  of  a calami- 
tie  fallen  vpon  him.  Which  is  the  caufe  that  healwaies 
fuppofeth  his  miihaps  to  be  without  comparifon  greater 
than  all  the  good  hap  that  he  can  haue  : fo  that  he  com- 
plaineth  continually  of  his  miferies  and  calamities , not 
remembring  the  innumerable  benefits  which  are  daily 
offred  & prefented  vnto  him  from  the  grace  and  bounti- 
fulnes  of-  God.  Notwithftanding,  if  all  men  (2^  Socrates- 
faid^  afwcll  richaspoore,brougln  their  nvifliaps,  and  laid 
them  in  common  together,  andif  theyv/erein  fuchfort 
' diuided,  that  euery  one  might  haue  an  equall  portion, 

•then  fliouldit  befeene,thatmany,who  thinke  themfelues 
ouercharged  & oppreffed, would  with  all  their  hartes  take 
againe  vnto  them  their  fortune , and  be  contented  with- 
al 1 »WouldeFi  thou  (faid  Democritus)  amid  the  griefe  of  thj  mi-- 
forte  ? Behold  the  life  of  the  afBided,and  by  the  compari-  Ameanc  toa- 
foil  thereof  with  thine  thou  flialt  fee  that  thou  haft  caufe  ofSerk! 
to  thinke  thy  felfe  very  hippie,  f/e  that  willmeafure  his  bur- 
then flaith  tJMarttal)  may  wellbeareit^  Now, with  this  com- 
mon complaint  in  men  of  their  eftate  and  condition, this 
cuftome  alfo  is  ioined,  to  lay  the  caufe  of  that  which  they 
fuffer  vpon  cruell  and  iniollerable  deftinie,accufing  that,  An  otherimper- 
to  excufe  their  owne  fault . Wherefore  we  cannot  more 
aptly  compare  them  than  to  blind  folks , who  are  angrie, 
and  oftentimes  call  them  blind  that  vnawares  domeete 
and  iuftle  them  . But  if  we  defire  to  cure  our  foules  offo 
many  miferable  paftions , which  depriue  vs  of  true  reft  & 
tranquillitie  neceffaric  for  a happie  life , let  vs  be  carefull 

to 
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to  learne  how  to  difcerne  true  happines  from  mHliap,that 
we  may  reioyce  in  that  which  is  good,  and  as  readily  giue 
thanks  to  the  author  thereof, as  naturally,  through  a falfe 
opinion  which  wc  haue  of  cuill,  w^e  fuftaine  humaine  mi- 
(eries  and  croifes  vnpatiently  . Firftthcnletvsheare  the 
fundry  and  notable  opinions  of  many  ancient  men  tou- 
!l°ofi3'and  ching  good  and  ill  hap.  Ifthouk^oweH  all  that  ought  to  he 
ill  hap.**  m all  things  (^dXdT^jthagor  06^  thou  art  happj^,  LetthertP 

he  accounted  very  happy  (faid  Motfter^  to  whom  fortune  hath  €• 
^mlly  wajed  the  good  with  the  euill , The  greateft  miferie  of  all 
(faid  Bias)  is  not  to  be  able  to  beare  miferie.  That  man  is  happte 
(faid  Dionyfus  the  elder ) that  hath  learned fom  hi^ youth  to  be 
vnhappy.  For  he  will  beare  theyoke  better  where  unto  he  hath  been 
fubieli  andaccuflomed  of  long  tyme,  Demetrius,  fur  named  the 
Befieger,  faid.  That  he  iudged none  more  vnhappy  than  he  that 
neuer  tailed  ofaduerjitie : as  if  he  would  haue  fayd,  that  it  was  a 
fure  argument, that  fortune  iudged  him  to  he  fo  bafe  abieil  ,t  hat 

he  deferued not  that  flje  fjould  bufie  hir  felfe  about  him.That  man 
(faith  Cicero)  is  very  happy , whothinketh  that  no  humane  mat^ 
ters, how grieuous  foeuer  they  may  be,are  intollerable,  or  ought  to 
difcourage  him : iudging  alfo  nothing  fo  exc  client, wherhy  hefhould 
be  mooued  to  reioyce  in  fuch  fort,that  his  hart  be  puffed  and  lift  vp 
thereby.  Tea, he  is  very  happy,  who  fitly  andconuemently  behaueth 
himfelfin  all  things  neceffary  for  him.  Nothing  is  euil  (faith  Plu- 
tar^J  that  is  neceffarie,  Ty  which  word  Neceffarie,  both  he  and 
Cicero  vnderfland  what  foeuer  commeth  to  a wife  man  by  fat  all 
deflinie : bicaufe  hebeareth  it  patiently,  as  that  which  cannot  be 
auoyded,thereby  increafing  his  vertue  fo  much  the  more  ■:  and  fo 
Solon  fayd  that  no  euill  Can  come  to  a good  man.Solon  drawing  neerer  t o the  trut  h 
ited^i’n  r^oo^  of  fine  ere  happmeffe,fayd,  that  it  confsied  in  a good  life  and  deat  h: 
life  and  death,  and  that  to  iudge  them  happy  that  are  altue , con f dering  the  danger 
offo  many  alterations  wherein  they  are , were  all  one,  as  if  a man 
jhould  before  hand  appoint  the  reward  of  the  villorie  for  one  that  is 
yet  fiahting,not  beyng  Jure  that  he  fhouldouercome.Socr ates  fpca* 
rnodoarmc  of  king  rather  with  a diuine  than  a humane  rpirite,fayd,  that 
l^f^lllffi.t^x'whenwelhallhedeliueredfromthis  body  wherein  our  Joule  istn^ 
one  touching  clofed  05  an  Oyfler  in  his  jhell,we  may  than  be  happy,  but  not  foo-^ 
t wSiff  that  felicitie  cannot  be  obtained  in  this  life,  but  that  we 

muH 
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mttfi  hope  to  enhy  it  perfeHIj  in  the  other  life,  (U  well  for  our  ver^ 
tues^dshy  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  Not  the  rich  (faici  T^lato ) 
bm theivife andprndent amydmiferte.  They  thatthinke  (fayth 
Ariflotle)  that  externall goods  are  the  caufe  ofhappinej,  deceiue 
themfelaes  no  lejfe  than  if  they  fippofed^  that  cunning  playing  on 
the  harpe  came  from  the  inHrumentyand  not  from  Arte : but  we 
muH  fee  ke  for  it  in  the  good  and  quiet  eHate  of  the  foule.  For  as  we 
fay  not  that  a body  is  perfeEl  bicaufe  it  is  richly  arayed,  but  rather 
bicaufe  it  is  rr  ell  famed  andhealthfull  :fo  a foule  well  inflrul-ied, 
is  the  caufe  that  both  hir  felfe  and  the  bodie  wherein  (he  is  inclo^ 
fed  are  happy : which  cannot  be  verified  of  a man  bicaufe  he  is  rich 
ingoldandfibserNJhQW  I coniider  all  the  aboue  named  wife 
opinions  of  thefe  Ethnikesand  Pagans,  I cannot  fuffici- 
entlymaruell  at  the  ignorance  and  blockiflines  of  many 
in  our  age  touching  Good  and  111  hap,  bicaufe  they  labor  oiAiioToTiMo 
to  make  thefe  words  priuate,  and  to  tie  them  to  the  fuc-  concerning 
cefTe  of  their  affedions  in  worldly  matters  : which  if  they  vnhappiL^s.''^ 
falloutaccordingto  their  defire  and  liking,  behold  pre-^ 
fently  they  are  rauifiied  with  extreme  ioy,boafiing  of  the- 
felueSjthat  they  are  mod  happy.  But  contrary  wife,  if  they 
milTe  of  their  intcnts,by  and  by  they  difpaire,  and  thinke 
themfelues  the  vnhappieftmen  in  the  world.  Do  we  not 
alfo  fee  that  mod  men  iudge  them  happy  that  poflefle  ri- 
ches,pleafure,  delight,  glory  and  honour,  and  thofc  men 
miferable  that  want,  efpecially  if  after  they  had  aboun- 
dance,they  loofe  it  by  fome  miibap,the  caufe  wherof  they 
commonly,  attribute  either  to  good  orilllucke,  which 
they  fay  ruleth  all  humaine  affaires  ? We  read  that  Apollo-  whereat  Apoi- 
nius  Thianaus  hailing  trauelled  ouer  al  Afia, Afrike  and  Eu- 
rope,fayd  that  of  two  things  whereat  he  maruelled  mod 
in  all  the  world  ; the  fird  was,  that  he  alwayes  fawe  the 
proud  man  commaund  the  humble,  the  quarellous  the 
quiet, the  tyrant  the  iud,  the  cruel  the  pitifull, the  coward 
the  hardie,  the  ignorant  the  sldlfull,  and  the  greated 
thieues  hang  the  innocent.  But  inthemeane  v^hde  who 
may  dou  bt  whether  of  thefe  were  the  happied  } that  the 
good  were  not  rather  than  the  wicked?  if  happines  accor- 
ding to  the  ancients, to  die  truth,  be  perfeded  in  good 
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things, then  it  is  certain,that  whofoener  enioieth  al  good 
things  fliall  be  perfedly  happy  . Now  nothing  can  be  cal- 
ledgood  but  that  which  is  profitable,  and  contrary  to  e- 
uill : fo  that  whatfoeuer  may  as  foone  be  euill  as  good, 
ought  not  to  be  called  good  . Moreouer  it  muft  be  the 
pofTelhonof  fomefirme,  ftedfaft  and  permanent  Good 
that  maketh  a man  happy  .For  nothing  ought  to  vvax  old, 
to  perifh  or  decay  of  thofe  things  wherin  a happy  life  con- 
rifteth,reeing  he  that  feareth  to  loofe  them  cannot  be  fayd 
to  Hue  quietly.  Therefore  neither  beautie,  nor  ftrength, 
and  difpoficion  of body,neither  riches,  glory,  honour'  or 
pleafure  can  be  truely  called  Goods,  feeing  oftentymes 
they  are  the  caufe  of  fo  many  euils,vvaxe  old,and  vaniQi  a- 
way  many  times  as  foone  as  a man  hath  receiued  them, 
and  laftly,  worke  in  vs  an  vnfatiable  defire  of  them . How 
many  men  are  there  to  whom  all  thefe  things  haue  been 
the  occafion  of  euill  ? And  how  can  we  call  that  good, 
which  being  pofrefred,and  that  in  abundance,  cannot  yet 
keep  the  owner  thereof  from  being  vpnappy  and  mifera- 
ble  Wherforewemay  fay,  that  happines  cannotbe  per- 
fefted  by  the  pofTeifion  of  humane  and  mortall  things, 
neither  vnhappines  through  the  want  of  them  : but  that 
the  true  felicitie  which  we  ought  to  defire  in  this  world, 
confifteth  in  the  goods  of  the  foule,nouriflied  in  the  hope 
of  that  vnfpcakable  dc  euerlafting  happines,  which  is  pro- 
mifed  and  affured  vnto  it  in  the  fecond  life  . And  fo  we 
fay,  that  none  are  vnhappy  but  they,  who  by  reafon  of 
their  peruerfneffe,  feelein  their  confcience  a doubting  of 
the  expectation  of  eternall  prpmifes : as  alfo  they  that 
<Tiue  ouer  themfelues  to  vice,  whofe  nature  is  to  corrupt, 
deftroy,  andinfeCt  with  the  venom  that  is  alwayes  about 
it,  all  things  whereof  it  taketh  hold.  As  for  the  common 
miferies  of  mans  life  they  cannot,  in  any  fort  make  him 
vnhappy, whofe  naturall  difpofition  & manersbeyng  fra- 
med and  decked  with  vertue,  are  able  to  giuc  & to  impart 
to  euery  condition  of  his  life,  whether  it  be  poore  or 
rich,  prbfperoLis  or  aduerfe,  honourable  or  contempti- 
ble*, happinefTef  ioy,  plealhre  and  contentation,  which 

flowe 
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flowe  in  hisfoule  aboundantly  from  thatfountaine  and 
liiifilie  fpring  which  Philofophie  hath  difcouered  vnto 
him  in  the  fertile  field  of  Graces  and  Sciences,  whereby 
he  enioyeth  true  tranquillitie  and  reft  of  fpirit,  as  much 
as  a man  may  haue  in  this  mortall  life,  moderating  the 
perturbations  of  hisfoule,  and  commaunding  ouer  the 
ynpureaffedionsoftheflefli . And  than  as  the  flioe  tur- 
neth  with  the  falhion  of  the  foote  , and  not  contrary- 
wife,  fo  the  inw'ard  difpofition  of  a wife  and  moderate 
man  caufeth  him  to  lead  a life  like  vnto  the  fame,  that  is, 
mild, peaceable  and  qniet,  being  neuercaried  away  with 
vnreafonablepaftions,  bicaufe  Ihe  neuer  cnioyethorre- 
ioyceth  immoderately  in  that  which  (he  hath,  but  vfeth 
wellthat  which  is  put  into  her  hand,  without  feare  or  re- 
pining if  it  be  taken  away  : followingtherein  the  faying 
O^DemocritH^ythatwhofoeuermindetb  to  hue  nlwajes  h^ippthe, 
mu  U propound  to  himfelfe  and  dsfire  things pojJii^/e,and  be  content 
mth  things prefent  . Therefore  feeing  the  fountaine  ofall 
felicicie  and  contentation  in  this  life  is  within  vs , let 
vs  cure  and  cleanfe  diligently  all  perturbations  which 
feeke  to  hinder  the  tranquillitie  of  our  fpirites,  to  the 
ende  that  externall  things  which  come  from  without 
vs  agayhft  our  wiU  and  expedation  , may  feeme  vnto  vs 
friendly  and  familiar  after  we  know  how  to  vfe  them  wel. 
Tlato  compared  our  life  to  table-play,  wherein  both  the 
dice  muft  chance  wel,&  the  plaier  rnuft  vfe  that  wei  which 
the  dice  fhal  caft.Now  of  thefe  two  points  the  euent  & lot 
of  the  Dice  is  not  in  our  power:  but  to  receiue  mildly  and 
moderatly  that  which  falleth  vnto  vs,  & to  difpofe  eucrie 
thing  in  that  place  where  it  may  either  prohtemoft  if  it  be 
good,ordolcafthurtifitbe  bad,  that  is  in  our  power,  & 
belongeth  to  our  duetie  if  we  bee  wife  men. Fortune  ffay 
th  l^lutarks)  mzy  well  call:  me  into  (ickenes,  take  away  my 
goods,bringmeindirgrace  wichthe  people,  but  (he  can 
not  make  him  wicked,  a coward,  flouthfull,  bafe-rnin- 
ded  or  enuious,  that  is  honeft.,  valiaunt,  and  noble- 
minded  , nor  take  from  bim  his  fetled  and  temperate 
difpofttion  of  Prudence,  which  maketh  him  to  iudge, 

that 
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that  no  tedious, grieuons  or  troubkfome  thing  can  befall 
him.For  being  grounded, not  vpoij  vanilhing  goods,  but 
vpon  Philofophicall  fentences,  & firnie  difcourfes  of rea- 
fon,he  may  fay, I hauepreuented  thee  fortune,!  haue  do- 
fed  vp  all  thy  chances,  and  flopped  the  wayes  of entrance 
in  vpon  me : and  £b  led  aioyfull  life  as  long  as  vertue,  arid 
that  part  which  is  proper  to  man  are  flrongefl.  And  if  pp 
aduenture  fome  great  inconuenience  happen  vnto  him 
againflall  hope,  which  humaine  power  is  not  able  to  o- 
uercome,than  withioyoffpiritehe  confidereth  that  the 
hauen  of  fafetie  is  at  hand,  wherein  he  may  faue  himfelfe 
by  fwimming  out  of  the  body  as  out  of  aSkiffe  that  lea- 
keth,departing  boldly  and  without  feare  from  the  mife- 
ries  of  the  world,  that  he  may  enioy  abfolute  and  perfeft 
Alexander  and  happines.  the  great  hairing  vnderhis.domi- 

Sra‘4mii  an‘'  *^*’^*'  world,when  he  heard  the  Philo- 

X“rf fopher  Aniix^.rchm  difpute  and  maintaine  that  there  were 
innumerable  worlds,  he  began  to  weepe,  faying,  Haue  I 
mt good  caufeto  be  forowfu! and  to  mourne,  if  there  be  an  infinit e 
number  o^veorldsy  feeing  as  yet  I haue  not  been  able  to  mahe  my 
felfe  Lordofone?  But  Crates  thePhilofopher  being  brought 
vpinthefchooleofwifdome,  and  hairing  in  flead  of  all 
wealth  but  an  oldcloke  and  a ferip,  neuer  weptiti  all  his 
life,but  was  always  feenmery,  and  pairing  ouer  his  dayes 
cheerfully.  By  which  two  kinds  of  life  contrary  one  to  an 
other ,it  appeereth  fufficiently  that  it  is  within  our  fellies, 
and  not  in  outward  things,wherein  we  mull  feeke  for  the 
foundation  ofa  certaine  ioy  which  is  watered  and  flouri- 
llieth  in  ftrength  by  the  remembrance  of  good  and  vertu- 
ous  adions  proceeding  from  the  foule  guided  by  right 
^lamemnim.  knowledge  and  reafon.  Homer  bringeth  in  tAgamemnon 
complaining  greatly  bicaufe  he  was  to  command  fo  great 
a part  of  the  world,  as  if  he  had  an  intollerable  burthen 
vpon  his  flioulders.  Whereas  Diogenes  when  he  was  to  be 
fold  for  a flaue.Iying  all  along,  mocked  the  Sergeant  that 
cried  him  to  fale,  and  would  not  rife  vp  when  he  com- 
manded him,but  fcoffingly  faid  vnto  him.  If  thou  wart  to 
fell  a filh, wouldeft  thou  make  it  arife  ? Cry  this  rather,«W 
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if  my  man  want  a maMer , he  (houldbuy  me:  for  I can  ferue  his 
turne  well^NhQxhy  we  may  fitly  note  this,  that  all  the  hap- 
pines,  reft, and  contentation  of  man  depcndeth  of  vertue 
onely,and  not  of  worldlie  greatnes  and  glorie . For  this 
reafon  the  felfe  fame  Dio^^enes  beholding  a ftranger  come 
from  Lacedenionia,  more  curioufly  decked  on  a feftiuall 
day  than  he  was  woont/aid  vnto  him  : pyhat  ? Doth  notan 
honeH:manthmke  that  emry  day  isfeHimll  vnto  himl  And  tru- 
ly there  is  nothing  that  ought  tomooue  vs  fo  much  to 
(iiew  all  outward  iignesofioy,or  that  breedeth  fuch  fere- 
nitic and  calmenes  againft  the  tempeftuous  waues  of  hu- 
mane miferies  and  calamities, than  to  haue  the  foule  pure 
and  cleane  from  all  wicked  deedes,  wils,  and  counfels,  & 
the  manners  vndefiled,not  troubled  or  infeded  with  any 
vice.  For  then  acknowledging  the  eftateof  mortalland 
corruptible  things,  weiudgethem  vnwoorthie  the  care 
of  our  fouleSjthat  we  may  wholy  lift  them  vp  to  the  con- 
templation of  heauenlie  andeternall  things,  wherein  our 
happines  and  perfed  felicitie  conhfteth.  Heereby  we 
learne,that  in  the  fecond  life  onely  we  are  to  feeke  for  and  where wemua 
to  exped  the  fruition  of  true  happines , which  can  neuer 
increafe  or  be  diminiihed . For  as  no  man  can  make  a line 
ftraighter  than  that  which  is  ftraight , and  as  nothing  is 
moreiuft  than  that  which  is  iuft : fo  he  that  is  happie  can 
not  be  more  happie  . Otherwife  vntill  a man  had  gotten 
all  that  might  be  had,his  defires  would  neuer  befetled,& 
fo  no  man  Ihoiild  be  called  happie.  But  felicitie  is  perfed 
of  it  fclfc  . OcerokiM^w  it  well  enough,  when  he  faid  : that 
no  man  flandmg  in  fear  e of  great  things^  coM  he  happie  .*  an  d i n 
that  refped  nomanliLungcanbe{b,buttofpeakeindeed 
of  a happie  life,that  is  it  which  is  perfed  and  abfoliite.To 
the  end  therefore  that  we  may  reape  fome'  profit  by  our 
prefen t difeourfe , let  vs  neuer  thinke  that  any  man  may 
be  called  happie  or  vnhappie , bicaufe  he  is  aduanced  or 
difgraced,  with  honors , goods,  and  worldlie  commodi- 
ties, or  bicaufe  he  is  partaker  either  of  profperitie  or  ad- 
uerfitie  throughout  his  whole  Jife.  But  he  onely  ought  to  whoishappie 
be  efteemed  happie  in  this  world,  that  knoweth  in  reft  & 
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quietnes  of  foule  how  to  vfe  both  eftatcs , and  neuer  fuf- 
fereth  himfelfe  to  be  caricd  away  or  troubled  with  vn- 
cleane  defires,  but  with  all  his  hart  feeketh  for  the  pofief- 
fion  of  a firme,ftedfaft,and  abiding  Good,being  affured, 
aswefaid^thatnotoneof  thofe  things  wherein  ahappic 
life  confifteth  lhall  waxe  old,  perifli,  or  fall  to  decay . To 
conclude, he  is  happie  that  (hewethin  all  the  workes  and 
adions  of  his  life  a patterne  of  honeftie  and  vert  ue,being 
moderate  in  profperitie,&  conftant  in  aduerfitie.  A man 
thus  affeded  and  difpofed , will  behaue  himfelfe  without 
reproofe  in  the  time  prefen t,  will  call  to  mind  with  ioy  & 
pleafure  the  time  paft,and  wil  boldly  and  without  diftruft 
draw  neere  to  the  time  to  come,  euen  with  a cheerefull  & 
ioifull  hope  of  better  things,  and  with  a ftedfaft  expeda- 
tioaofthat  vnfpeakeableandendles  happincs,  which  is. 
prepared  for  the  eled. 


Of  Trofp critic  and  Aduerjitie,  Chap  32. 

Am  a-T>  Eing  in  our  former  difcourfe  entrcd  into  the 
A.  I^diuersand  contrarie  effeds  which  the  nature 
JLr  and  condition  of  worldlie  affaires  draw  with  , 
them,  whereofeuery  one  in  his  particular  place  may  dai-  , 
lie  haue  good  &fufficicnt  tellimonies  : & feeing  through , 
the  malice  and  corruption  of  our  age,  all  things  are  at  ’ 
that  point,  as  if  they  ment  to  lay  more  hard  and  difficult ' 
erodes  vpon  vs  to  fuftaine,  Ithmkewe  (hall  not  depart 
from  our  matter,  if  we  feeke  for  fome  inftrudion  where- 
by to  gouerne  our  fellies  prudently  in  profperitie  and  in 
aduerlitiejConfidering  the  effeds  both  of  the  one  and  the  • 
other,to  the  end  wc  may  auoid  thofe  that  are  moft  perni- , 
tious,  and  retaine  dill  with  vs  that  conftancie  and  woor- 1 
thines  that  is  required  in  the  vertuc  of  Fortitude , which.  j 
teacheth  a man  how  he  ought  to  behaue  himfelfe  nobly  _ 

com-  in  euery  eflate  and  condition  of  life.  For  as  gold  transn-fl 

gured  by  the  w^orkeman,  now  into  one  faihion , and  then 
into  another , is  transformedinto  fundrie  kinds  of  orna- 
ments. 
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merits,  and  yet  remaineth  alwaies  that  w^hich  it  is , with- 
out any  alteration  of  fubftance  : fo  it  behooueth  a wife  & 
noble  minded  man  tocotinue  alwaies  the  fame  in  things 
that  are  con  trarie  and  diuers, without  any  alteration  and 
change  of  his  conftancie  and  vertue.  But  I leaue  the  dif- 
courfe  of  this  matter  to  you  my  Companions. 

Aram,  Asa  man  f'faith  Seif  to ) deliaereth  ouer  his  hor» 
fes  (rvhich  hicaufo  they  hane  heene  in  many  shirmi/hes,are  become 
reflie,ffsrioHSyandvntraBable)to  the  yeomen  of  his  horfes^o  bring 
them  into  good  order  agatne : fo  men  that  are  growne  to  be  vnru- 
lie  through  projperity,  muB  be  brought  as  it  tv  ere  to  a r ound  circle  y 
that  they  may  confider  pfthe  inconBancie  of  rvorldlie  things , and 
of  the  variablenes  of  wretched  fortune* 

Achitob.  In  projperitie  ('faith  Surtpides ) be  not  lift  vp 
too  much  yUn  din  aduerfitie  hope  the  beB  alwaies . Andos  in  a fire 
(faid  Socrates)  it  is  goodto  behold  a clear  e brightnes : fo  is  a mo- 
derate foule  infelicieie.But  let  vs  heare  A s e R,who  wil  han- 
dle that  which  is  heere  propounded  more  at  large. 

A s E R.  As  men  prouide  bulwarks  and  banks  againfl  a 
riuer  thatvfeth  to  ouerflow  : fo  he  that  defireth  to  Hue 
happily,muftfortifie  himfelfe  with  powerfull  and  conue- 
nientvertues,  torefiftthehurtfull  affaults which  thevn- 
lookcd  for  fucceffe  of  humane  affaires  make  vpon  him 
continually,  bothinprofperitie  andin  aduerfitie^  For 
queftionles  nothing  is  hardlierkept  within  compas,  than 
he  that  hath  all  things  according  to  his  harts  defire  : nei- 
ther is  any  thing  fo  much  caft  downe,or  fooncr  difeoura- 
ged  than  the  fame  man, when  heisafflided  and  miffeth  of 
hispurpofe.  All mindesarenotrefolute  andconftante- 
nough  from  flipping  befide  themfelues  , and  beyond  the 
limits  of  reafon,neither  in  great  profperity, which  puffeth 
and  lifteth  vp  mens  harts , efpecially  theirs  that  are  bafe 
by  nature,noryet  in  vnloked  for  aduerfity, which  through 
the  heauie  burthen  thereof  oftentimes  aftoniflieth  and  a- 
mazeth  them  that  arethought  to  be  beft  fetled  and  affu- 
red.  But  if  we  confider  apart  the  pernitious  effeds  which 
iffue  from  thefe  two  contraries , when  reafon  doth  not 
guide  and  gouerne  them,  we  fhall  find  nothing  but  pride 
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in  the  one,and  faintnes  of  hartjbafenes  of  mind,  and  of- 
tentimes dcfpaire  in  the  other.  Notwithftanding  we  may 

Profi'erityir.ore  ^,g[[  note  this,  that  profperitie  hath  alwaies  becne  the 
hurrfuathii.  ad.  of  farre  greater  euils  to  men  than  aduerfitic,  & that 

it  is  eafier  for  a man  to  beare  this  patiently , than  not  to 
forget  himfclfe  in  the  other.  Whereof  I thinke  we  may 
not  vnfitly  alledge  for  a reafon  thatwhich  : 

that  man  of  all  other  liuing  creatures  is  apt  eft  to  fall  fuddenly 
domnefiom  high  to  low,  bicaufe  he  dareth  vnderta^  th^egreatefl 
matters, although  he  be  tseakeft.  Whereupon  being  as  it  were 
naturally  fubied  to  falling , it  is  not  fo  ftrange  vnto  him 
being  better  furniOied  for  that,  ('feeing  he  is  or  ought  to 
beprepared  thereto  long  before)  then  whenagainft  his 
natura'll  difpofition  he  afeendeth  to  fome  greatnes  not 
hoped  for.  Now',  whether  it  be  for  this  reafon  , or  bicaufe 
viceishis  proper  inheritance , thememorie  of  thetim.c 
paft  afwell  as  of  the  prefent  time,  ftiruiflieth  vs  with  fuffi- 
cient  teftimonies , feeing  fewe  are  found  that  forgat  not 
themfelues  in  their  profperitie, whereas  many  haue  beha- 
ued  themfelues  wifely,  and  taken  occafion  to  be'betterin 
their  aduerfitie. Which  being  vnderftood  of  ^Uto,  when 
Cyremansto  he  was  requefted  by  the  Cyrenians  a people  of  Grecia,  to 
giucthemUwes  ^,jitedowne  law'es  for  them , and  to  appoint  themfomc 
good  forme  of  gouernment  for  their  Common-wealth ; 
he  anfwered , that  it  was  a very  hard  matter  to  preferibe 
lawes  to  fo  rich , happie , and  wealthie  a people  as  they 
w'cre . For  commonly  thofe  cities  wdiieh  in  (hott  time 
come  fuddenly  to  great  felicitie,  grow  to  be  infolent , ar- 
rogant, and  vneaiie  to  raunge  in  order : neither  is  there 

any  thing  for  the  mod  part  prouder , than  a poore  man 
made  rich  : ascontrariwife  none  are  fo  readie  to  receiue 
counfell  and  direaion,as  he  whom  fortune  hath  ouerrun. 
He  that  is  preffed  greatly  with  aduerfitie,  is  feldomc  puf- 
fed vp  with  pride,or  vanquilhed  of  luft,or  drowned  in  co- 
uetoufnes,or  ouertaken  wdth  gluttonie,or  Hit  vp  with  de- 
fire and  worldlieglorie:  all  which  imperfeaions  happen 
commonly  tothofe  vpon  whome  fortune  too  much  faw- 
neth.  That  felicitie  ('faith  Seneca)  which  hath  not  beene 

hurt. 
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hurt,  cannot  indure  one  blow^ : but  when  it  hath  had  a 
long  and  continuall  combat  with  diTcommodities,  and 
hathhardned  itfeJfe  by  fufFering  and  bearing  iniuries, 
then  doth  it  not  fuffer  it  felfe  to  be  ouercome  with  any  e- 
uill.  Nowoneof  the  greateft  benefits  thata  man  may 
haue  in  this  life,  is,  neither  to  be  changed  byaduerfitie, 
nor  lift  vp  with  profperity,but  to  be  as  a well  rooted  tree, 
which,although  it  be  (liaken  with  fundrie  winds,  yet  can 
not  be  ouerthrowne  by  any  of  them.  And  truly  it  is  very 
ridiculous  that  that  which  commeth  to  all  worldly  things 
by  anordinaricandnatiirallcourfe,  euenby  the  fequele 
of  caufeslinked  togither  and  depending  one  of  another, 
changing  the  eftate  of  liiortall  things, (hould  haue  power 
to  alter  or  to  make  any  mutation  in  reafon  and  wifedom, 
which  ought  to  abide  ftedfaft  in  the  mind  of  man  . For 
thiscaufeT/ii/i^raid , that  there  was  nothing  butvertue 
could  tame  it,and  that  men  furniihed  therewith  behaued 
themfelues  conftantly  and  courageoufly  in  both  kinds  of 
fortune.  Vertue  (faith  C/r<?rd?)  abideth  calme  and  quiet  in 
the  greateft  tempefi,  and  although  fiie  be  driuen  into  ex- 
ile, yet  flieftirreth  not  out  of  hir  place  and  countrey,but 
(hinethfoalwaies  of  hir  felfe,  that  (he  cannot  be  foiled 
with  the  fpots  of  an  other.This  excellent  Orator  and  Phi- 
lofopher  giuethvsalfo  wholefome  counfell  to  oppofe  a-  GoodcoimfcU 
gainfi:  the  dangerous  effeAs  that  are  to  be  feared  in  pro-  ar^tnpwfpl 
fperitie.  When  weare  (faith he)  in  befteftate,we muft vfe  «uc, 
the  connfell  of  our  friends  more  than  wc  do  commonly, 
and  as  long  as  it  continueth  we  are  greatly  to  beware  that 
we  open  notour  eares  to  flatterers,  who  are  the  plague  & 
deftrudion  of  the  greater  fort,  bicaufe  all  their  labor  is  to 
propound  vnto  vs  occafions  & meanes  to  enioy  delights 
and  pleafurcs,  and  to  Ihew  our  felues  to  be  proud  and  ar- 
rogant,during  thetimeofourprofperitie ; totheend  we 
fliould  put  good  men  farre  from  vs,  andreferueto  them 
onely  that  authority  wherein  they  are  fe tied.  Whereas  on 
the  contrarie  fide  our  true  friends  would  lead  vs  backe  to 
confider  the  inconftancie  of  humane  things,  to  the  ende 
that  we  abufe  not  our  felicitie,  but  bchaue  our  felues  as  a 
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wife  Pilotc  doth, who  alwayes  feareth  a fmiling  calmneffe 
in  the  maiiie  fea.  Which  confideration  maketha  macon- 
ttant  and  refolute  to  beare  and  indure  all  finifter  chaun- 
ces  and  not  fo  ready  and  eafie  to  be  deceiued,  bicaule  he 

always  feareth  and  diftruheth  fortune.  Let  vs  now  come 
to  examples  of  that  which  we  haue  here  alleaged . As  tou- 
ching the  pernitious  effefts  of  ouer  great  profperitie.they 
may  well  be  noted  in  JUxariderthcgvezt,  who  although 
he  was  indued  with  notable  and  rare  vertues,  yet  coul 
not  vfe  moderately  the  great  good  fpeed  and  happy  luc- 
ceflcofallhisenterprifes,  but  being  conquered  ot  the  , 
Perfian  delightSjgaue  himfelfeouerto  commit  many  in- 
folencies,  and  then  filled  with'prefumption  and  pride, 
would  haue  been  worlliipped. C^fir  being  afcendcd 
into  the  higheft  degree  of  fauourable  fortune  that  he 
could  defire,and  lending  his  eare  ouer  freely  to  Hatterers, 
would  be  called  and  declared  a king  , ( which  name  was 
mod  odious  to  the  Romanes  fince  the  time  that 
a^wasbanidied,  as  we  mentioned  before)  and  retained 
alwayes  to  himfelfe  the  authoritie  and  power  ofa  Ditta- 

tor,  which  before  continued  but  a certaine  time.  He  be; 

flowed  the  publike  offices  and  places  of  honor  vpon  who 
he  thought  good,  whereof  proceeded  the  ill  will  of  his 
fubiedsfand  in  the  end  his  deflrudion  The  greatneiTe  of 
Pompey  was  that  which  afterward  ouerthrew  him.  For  im- 
plov'ing  his  credite  to  fauour  others  vniuftly,it  fell  out  to 
him  as  to  cities  that  fuffer  their  enemies  to  enter  euen  in- 
to their  flrongeft  places.diminiffiingfo  much  oftheir  own 

forces,  as  they  adde  to  others  that  wifli  them  no  good. 
Which  thing5rto  the  Didator  did  very  notably  giue  him 
tovnderftand,  when  hefawethat/>cw?;e7by  his  counte- 
nance and  fauour  had  brought  Lepiiw  a wjckea  "’^n  to 
thedignitieofConfulffiip.Ifeewell  (quoth  to  him) 

thou  art  very  glad  bicaufe  thou  haft  preiiailed  in  this  luit. 
and  fure  thou  haft  great  caufe  fo  to  be.  For  it  is  a goodly 
matter,  and  the  point  of  a noble  man  to  be  fo  gratiqus 
with  the  people,that  through  thy  fauour  Lepiditi  foe  wic- 
keddeftmanintheworldhathcaried  away  the  Confol- 
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fliip  before  Cdtullm  thehonefteft  man  in  all  the  citie.  But 
I aduife  thee  to  beware  of  flecping  now,  and  to  haue  a vi- 
gilant eie  to  thy  bufineSjbicaiife  thou  haft  armed  & made 
ftrong  an  aduerfarie  againft  thy  felfe.WIierofTi>«jp^had 
experience  afterward  in  thofe  warres  which  Lefidm  tai- 
fed,againft  whome  he  was  fent  by  the  Senate , and  in  the 
end  obtained  the  vidorie . But  the  fauour  he  bare  to 
y4r,entring  vpon  the  gouernment  of  publike  affairs,  came 
not  to  that  paffe . For  he  was  afterward  ouerthrowne  by 
the  fame  meanes  wherewith  he  had  ftrengthncd 
gainft  others.Out  of  which  we  may  draw  an  excellent  do- 
drine  for  all  that  are  placed  in  authoritie,  or  that  haue 
the  eares  of  great  men  at  comtnandcment , that  they  ne- 
uer  caufe  the  wicked  to  be  aduanced . For  as  the  worme 
that  is  bred  at  the  foote  of  a tree,  groweth  with  it,  and  in 
the  end  deftroieth  it : fo  a wicked  man  aduanced  by  the- 
fauour  ofone  greater  than  himfelfe,  becommeth  after- 
ward vnthankfull  and  treacherous  vntohim  . This  moo- 
ned Archidamides  the  Lacedemonian  to  anfwer  in  this  fort 
one  that  commended  Charilaiis  king  of  Sparta,  bicaufe  he 
foe  wed  himfelfe  alike  courteous  to  all  But  how  deferueth 
that  man  praife,who  foeweth  himfelfe  courteous  towards 
the  wicked  ? Now  to  returne  to  our  fpecch  touching  the 
effeds  of  profperitie,  not  ruled  by  the  reafon  of  true  pru- 
dence, what  is  more  hatefull,  or  hath  at  any  time  beene 
more  hurtfull  to  men  than  pride  ? Which  (as  Plato  faith) 
dwelleth  with  folitarines,that  is  to  fay,  is  fo  hated,  that  in 
theenditisforfakcnofallthe  world?  And  whereof  is  it 
bred  fooner  than  of  profperitie  ? Which  that  wife  man  & 
excellent  Romane  captaine  Taulpu  knowing  ful 

well , after  thevidorie  gotten  by  him  againft  king 
of  Macedonia , being  defirous  to  admonifli  the  men  of 
warre  that  were  in  his  armie , and  to  keepe  them  within 
the  compaft'e  of  their  dude,  he  vfed  thefe  or  the  like  fpee- 
ches  vnto  them . Is  there  my  man  now  my  friends  and  compani- 
ons,that  ought  to  waxe  proud^  and  toglorie  in  theprojperitie  of  his 
.affaires, if  he  hath  lucke  to  his  liking , and  not  rather  to  feare  the 
ficklenes  of  fortune yvho  eaen  at  this  pre fent  fetteth  before  our  eies 
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ftich  4 notable  example  of  the  common  fiailtie  of  man,  fubieU  t e 
the  ordmanecourfeoffatalldeflinie , vphich  turneth  about  conti- 
nually ? Tou  fee  how  in  the  moment  of  an  hourewe  haue  beaten 
downe  andput  vnder  our  feet  e the  houfe  of  Alexander  the  Great,  , 

xvhowas  the  michtiefl  andmojl  redoubted  Prince  in  the  world, 

Tou  fee  a King  not  long  fwce  followedand  accompanied  wtth  fo 
many  thoufan%  of  fighting  men  brought  to  fuch  mi ferie, that  being  \ 

pr'tjoner  he  mufireceiue  hii  meate  and  'irinke  at  the  hands^  of  hts 
enemies . Ought  we  to  trufi  more  to  our  good  hap,  and  to  thinke  it 
more  firme  and  ajfured  f ‘Truly  no.  And  t here  fore  let  vs  learne  to  ] 

humble  our  felues,and  to  refirame  thisfoolifirarrogancie  dr  proud  j 

infolencie,wherewith  our  youth  feemeth  to  be  ouercome  by  reafon  li 
of  the  vi^orie  obtained  bj  vs : and  let  vs  expefi  to  what  end  and  '|||| 
ijfue  fortune  will  guide  the  enuie  of  this  prefent  projperitie,  LMar-  | 
cus  Aurelius  after  he  had  vanquifhed  Popilion,  Generali  of  |:  j 
the  Parthians/pake  thus  vnto  him:  / tell  thee  of  a truth  that  | j 
/ fiand  in  greater  fear  e of  fortune  at  this  prefent, than  I didbefore  |j| 
the  batteU.For  Jhe  careth  not  fo  much  to  ouertake  the  conquered,  || 
as  to  fubdueandvanquifothe  Conquerors,  This  felfc  fame  con-  p 
fideration  caufed  king  of  Macedonia , after  he  re-  fj 
ceiued  newes  of  three  great  and  (iindrie  profperities  in  | 
one  day,to  v ttcr  this  for  tune  (faid  he)  {holding  vp  f 

his  hands  towards  heauen } I pray  thee  fend  me  for  a count  erbufe  P 
feme  mean e aduerfitw , Likewife  after  he  had  ouercome  in  r, 
battell  the  Athenians  at  Cherronefus.and  by  this  vidorie  il 
obtained  the  Empire  of  Grecia , he  commanded  a little 
Page  to  cry  vnto  him  thrice  a daye , Philip  remember  that 
thou  art  a man:  fo  greatly  did  hefeare  leaft  through  arro- 
gancie arifingof  his  profperitie,heiliould  commit  anie 
thing  that  did  not  befeemehim.  The  fame  thing  did  Ar- 
chidamas  the  fonne  of  zy^gefikus  very  well  and  wifely  teach 
him, to  whome  Philip  after  he  was  a Conqueror  had  writ- 
ten a very  fliarpe  and  rough  letter  : If  thou  meafurefl  thyfha- 
dow  (anfwered  (tArchidamas^  thoufi^alt  find  that  it  is  not  wax- 
en greater  fince  thoudidfi  ouercome,'Thc  profperitie  which  Cy- 
rus Monarch  of  the  Perfians  alwaies  had  in  all  his  enter- 
prifes,was  the  caufc  that  trufting  too  much  thereunto, he 
would  not  giue  care  to  the  counfell  oiCraJlui^ hen  he  dif-  . 

fwaded 
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I fwaded  him  from  that  vrarre , which  he  purpofed  to  vh-  ‘ 
dertakeagainftTo;^^  Q^ecncoftheScythians/which 
fell  out  hardly  for  him)  viingthefe  words  : Knowe  that  all 
worldly  things  hane  a certaine  courfe  , which  doth  not  fuffer  them 
to  end  happily  that  hane  alwaies  had  forttsneprofperow  , which  he 
might  well jpeake  by  experience  tn  htmfelfe . But  Cjrtu  hauing 
alreadie  fubduea  all  Alia, part  of  Grecia, the  kingdomc  of 
Babylon,wi:h  infinite  other  places, and  beholding  hisar- 
mie  to  conliftof  fixe  fcore  thoufand  men , thought  he 
could  nor  be  vanquilhed  . Whereupon  giuingbarrell  to 
helofthislifsjtogither  with  the  renowneof  fo 
many  goodlie  vidories , ( being  now  ouercome  by  a wo- 
man) his  wholearmiealfo  being  hewenin  pceces . And 
truly  as  onepuffe  of  windcaufeth  thegoodlieft  fruites,  TheinftabiHtic 
which  beaiitifie  the  whole  Orchard,  to  fall  from  the  tree: 
fo  a little  difgracc,  a fudden  mifhap  in  one  indant  brin- 
geth  to  nothing, and  pulleth  downe  the  greatncs,wealth, 
and  prolpcritie  of  men.  And  when  we  thinke  to  lay  a fure 
foundation  of  profperitie,  euen  then  is  all  changed , and 
the  order  of  our  conceits  peruerted  & turned  into  an  vn- 
looked  for  diforder  and  confufion  . Now  let  vs  come  to 
confider  particularly  of  the  effeds  of  aduerfitie.  There  are 
few  folks  (iftheybcnotdeditute  of  all  good  iudgemcnt) 
that  are  ignorant  and  vndcrftand  not  what  belongeth  to  «eifiue. 
their  dutie,  fo  long  as  profperitie  lafteth  : butfewethere 
are,  who  in  great  ouerth  warts,  and  (bakings  of  fortune,  ' 
haue  harts  fufficiently  daicd  to  pradifcand  imitate  that 
which  they  commend  and  make  account  of,  or  to  flie 
from  that  which  they  mifiike  and  reprehend.  Nay  rather 
they  are  caried  away,  and  through  cuftome  of  lining  at 
eafe,togirher  with  frailtie  and  faintnes  of  hart,  they  Hart 
afide,  and  alter  their  nrfi  difcourfes.  This  is  that  which 
Terence mQZutth.vfhtxc  hefaith,thatwhen  wearein  good 
health,  we  giue  a great  deale  better  counfaile  to  the  dif- 
eafed , than  we  can  take  roour  felues  when  we  fiandein 
neede  thereof.Notwirhfianding  he  that  is  beaten  downe 
and  humbled  by  afHidion , eafilie  fufiereth  himfelfeto* 
bee  direded  , gladiie  receiucth  and  barkeneth  to  the 
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adulce  of  good  men,  and  if  there  be  any  little  feed  of  ver- 
tue  in  him,it  encreafeth  daily,  whereas  profperitie  would 
foonechokeit.  And  ifhe  hath  profited  well  in  the  ftudie 
The  fruits  of  the  of  wifdome,hedoth  as  Bees  do,  which  draw  the  beft  and 
drieft  honyout  of  time,  although  it  be  a very  bitter  herb. 
So  out  of  moft  troublefome  Accidents  he  knoweth  how 
to  reape  benefit  and  commoditie,reroluing  with  himfelfe 
and  taking  counfell  according  to  the  milhapsthat  light 
vpon  him.  He  doubteth  not  of  this, that  it  is  the  duetie  of 
wife  and  vertuous  men  not  oncly  to  defire  profperitie  in 
all  things, but  alfo  to  indure  aduerfitie  with  conftancie  & 
modeftie.  He  knoweth  that  as  the  fruition  of  prorperitie 
is  for  the  moft  part  full  of  fweetnelfc,  when  it  is  not  abu- 
fedXo  the  conftant  fuffring  of  aduerfitie  is  always  reple- ' 
niQied  and  accompanied  with  great  honour  . And  fuch  a 
one  may  truely  be  called  noble  and  courageous,  yea,  he 
ftieweth  himfelfe  a great  deale  better  to  be  fo  in  deed  whe 
he  yeeldeth  not, nor  fainteth  in  affiidions,  than  ifhe  were 
in  profperitie,  which  puffing  vp  the  harts  of  cowards  and 
bafe  minds,  caufeth  them  fomtimes  to  feem  courageous, 
when  as  they  are  lift  vp  by  fortune  into  a high  degree  of 
honour  and  felicitie,  whereas  in  truth  there  is  no  fuch 
matter  in  them  . Cra/^  King  of  the  Lydians  beyng 
throwen  from  his  eftate  & made  prifoner  to  , (l^ew- 
ed 'greater  vertue  and  generofitie  of  hart  at  that  time, 
than  he  did  all  the  while  he  enioied  his  great  wealth, 
through  which  being  puffed  vp  with  pride, he  would  haue 
had  Soloni\xd%Qdi  him  mofl:  happy^For  being  vpon  a block 
ready  to  be  burned,  and  both  remembring  and  fitly  ap- 
plying to  himfelfe  thofe  wife  difeourfes  which  he  heard 
Solon  make  vnto  him  concerning  the  fmall  aflbrance  that 
we  haue  in  worldly  felicitie, and  how  no  man  ought  to  be 
called  happy  before  the  houre  of  his  death,  he  refolued 
with  himfelfe  to  die  conftantly  and  cheerfully  . And  cal- 
ling to  mind  this  benefit  which  he  receiued  by  the  means 
of  that  wife  man,  whereupon  he  felt  his  foule  filled  with 
ioy,he  repeated  aloud  three  times  the  name  of  iS’^>/<?«,vfing 
no  other  words.  Whereof  Cyrus  asking  the  caufe,  he  vtte- 

red 
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red  vnto  him  thefelfe  fame  difcourfes,  which  touched  the 
hart  of  this  monarch  in  fuch  fort,  that  prefently  changing 
the  ill  will  he  bare  to  CV-f/w,  he  fully  reftored  him  to  the 
fruition  of  his  kingdom,and  kept  him  nccre  vnto  himfelf 
foroneofhischiefeand  principall  counfailors.  The  Ro-  TiieRomancs 
manes  {^s’Tohbimmxh)  neuer  obferued  their lawes  more  conftantinad- 
ilraightly,neuercaured  thedifciplineofwarreto  be  kept 
more  feuerely^and  were  neuer  fo  well  aduifed  & conflant, 
as  after  the  Carthaginians  had  obtained  of  them  the  third 
vidorieatthebattellofCannas.  Andcontrarywife,  there 
were  notliing  but  part-takings  and  fadions  in  Carthage, 
lawes  were  neuer  klTe  efteemed,  magiftrates  neuer  lelfe 
regarded,  nor  maners  more  corrupted  than  at  that  time. 

But  within  a little  while  after,  they-fell  from  the  higheft 
degree  of  their  felicitie, into  vtter  ruine,and  the  Romanes 
reftored  their  owneeftate  into  greater  glory  than  it  was 
in  before.  Vertue  is  always  like  to  the  Date  tree.  For  the  Thepropertic 
more  flieisoppreiredand  burthened,  the  higher  Hie  lif- 
teth  vphir  felfe,  and  flieweth  hir  inuincible  power  an^ 
Rrength,ouer  which  fortune  can  nothing  preuaile . And 
although  aduerfitie  fomewhat  troubleth  a vertiious  man, 
yet  is  it  not  able  to  alter  his  noble  courage, but  remaining 
firme  and  conftant,he  kiaoweth  how  to  take  all  things  as 
exercifesofhis  vertue,  which,  as  an  ancient  man  faid,wi- 
thereth  and  loofeth  hir  vigor  without  aduerfitie.  It  is  eui- 
det  therfore  that  the  efieds  of  aduerfitie  are  not  fo  perni- 
tioiistoama,asthorc  which  profperitie  commonly  brin- 
geth  vnto  him . For  this  latter  is  of  a proud  and  prefump- 
tuous  nature,  always  ennied,  and  as  commonly  it  is  not 
freely  admonifiied,  fo  it  giiieth  eare  vnto  and  receiueth  as 
litle : but  the  other  is  plaine  and  fimple,folowed  of  com- 
paffion,and  ready  to  receiue  counfell  . Befides,it  awaketh 
a Chriftian  and  fiirreth  him  vp  to  humble  himfelf  before 
the  maieftieof  God, to  cal  vpon  him, and  to  triifl:  wholy  to 
his  onely  grace  and  vertue.  Now  if  feme  ( as  1 haue  fayd) 
are  fo  faint  harted,that  they  fuffer  themfelues  to  be  ouer- 
whelmed  vndcr  the  burthen  of  turmoiles  and  calamities, 
let  vs  attribute  the  caufe  thereof  to  ignorance,  and  want 
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of  good  iudgement,  which  depriueth  them  oflearned  & 
found  cogitations  and  difeourfes  that  tend  to  a conftant 
difpofition,  wherein  the  happines  of  this  life  confifleth. 
As  for  vs  if  we  deiire  to  approch  neere  to  that  perfedion, 
which  is  required  by  the  Sages,  let  vs  propound  to  our 
felues  their  examples  to  folow,  that  we  may  be  temperate 
and  conftant  in  euery  eftateand  condition  of  life . We 
read  of5^?cr^ffj  that  one  and  the  fame  countenance  was 
noted  in  him  all  his  life  time , that  it  was  neither  fadder 
nor  pleafanter  for  any  thing  that  happened  vnto  him  .He 
changed  it  not  when  he  heard  the  fentenceofhis  death 
pronounced,no  not  when  he  dranke  the  poifon/olowing 
therein  the  contents  of  his  condemnation,  albeit  he  was 
then  aboue  three-skore  yeeres  of  age  . %utilmz 

Romane,being  vniuftly  baniriied,neuer  changed  his  cou- 
tenance  or  behauiour,  neither  would  put  on  any  other 
gowne  than  that  he  vfed  to  weare, although  it  was  the  cu- 
ftome  offuch  as  were  baniftied^to  alter  the  fame.  Neither 
would  heleaue  off  the  marks  of  a Senator, nor  requeft  the 
iudges  to  abfolue  him,  but  led  the  reft  of  his  dayes  with 
the  fame  greatnes,  grauitie  and  authoritie  that  he  vfed 
beforc,not  (hewing  himfelfe  any  thing  beaten  down  with 
forow  for  the  ftrange  alteration  of  his  firft  eftate . Qmmtu 
furnamed  NumidicptSy  bicaufe  he  had  fubdued 
that  countrey  of  Numidia, being  driue  into  exile  through 
a popular fa(5f ion  and  feditioh,  vvent  into  Aha,  where,  as 
he  beheld  certaine  players,  he  receiued  letters  from  the 
Senate, whereby  he  was  certified  that  the  Senators  &:  peo- 
ple with  one  common  confent  had  called  him  backe  a- 
gaine.  Which  good  newes  he  bare  with  the  like  modeftie 
that  he  did  his  bani(hment,npt  departing  from  the  Thea- 
ter before  the  fportes  were  ended,  nor  (liewing  his  letprs 
to  any  of  his  friends  that  were  round  about  him  before 
he  had  aflembled  them  togithcr  in  his  lodging  to  delibe- 
rate of  his  retLirne  to  Rome.  The  fame  grauitie  and  con- 
ftanciecaufed  when  he  heard  one  hit  him  in  the 

teeth  with  his  baniihment  fromPontus  by  the  Synopians 
to  make  this  anfwer:  ty^nd  j hane  botmded  themvfith'm  the 
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county  ey  ofPontHs.  W e ninfi:  account  the  whole  fcope  of  the 
firmament  for  the  bonds  ofour  countrey  as  long  as  we 
line  here.  Neitheroughtanyman  vyithinthofelimites  to 
elleeme  himfelfe  either  baniOicd,  or  a ftranger : feeing 
God  gouerneth  all  things  by  the  fame  elements.  There- 
fore fa  id,  that  he  tooke  not  himfelfe  to  be  either 

an  Athenian  or  a Grarcian, but  a worldling.  And  how  dial  forhiscouncrcy. 
vve  thinke  that  they  who  fudained  fo  courageoufly  their 
baniihment  from  their  countrey  (which  was  fo  deere  vn- 
to  them  that  they  preferred  the  benefite  thereof  before 
the  fafetie  of  their  life)  their  depriuation  & abfence  from 
their  families,  friends  and  goods,  would  not  much  more 
vertuoufly  hauefuffredalllclfeaduerfitie  } Therefore  to 
end  our  prefent  difcourfe,let  vs  learn  that  nothing  belon- 
ging to  tills  prelent  life  hath  neither  more  cuill  nor  good 
in  it, than  according  to  the  end  which  befalleth  it,  & that 
it  is  our  dutie  to  keep  our  felucs  moderate,  conftant,  and 
vpright,both  in  profperitie  and  in  aduerfitie,which  is  the 
propertie  of  true  magnanimitie  and  greatnes  of  courage. 

Let  vs  not  lift  vp  ourfeluesabouemeafurefor  any  tempo- 
ral! felicitie,nor  be  too  much  difeouraged  bicaufe  we  are 
vifited  with  aduerfitie,  but  wifely;exped  what  will  be  the 
end  of  both,  which  a good  and  vertuoqs  man  lhal  always 
find  to  be  happy  when  he  changeth  his  mortall  eftate  for 
a life  that  is  certain  and  euerlafting. 

The  ende  of  the  eight  daiesrv&rks* 
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Efterday  we  beftowed  the 
better  part  of  the  day  in 
difcourling  of  good  and  ill 
hap,  of  prolperitie  and  ad- 
uerfitie,  which  with  a fwift 
pace  following  each  other, 
feeme  to  change,  to  turne, 
and  to  ouer-turne  incef- 
fantly  the  dealings  and  de- 
fires  of  men . Now  forafmuch  as  we  made  mention  of  the 


ignorant  multitude  which  placeth  happines  & felicitie  in 
the  vading  goods  of  the  world,  & affirmed  to  the  contra- 
ry,that  this  felicitie  was  very  miferable,bicaufe  it  maketh 
a man  more  infolent  and  arrogant,  dc  giueth  him  greater 
occafion  to  bewaile,than  to  reioice  in  his  fortune,  I think 
we  ought  toconfider  more  neerely  of  the  nature  of  fuch 
goods  as  arc  no  goods,  beginning  with  Riches  whereun- 
tomenareflaues,  more  than  to  ^y  other  thing,  albeit 
they  procure  them  the  greateft  euils. 

A M A N A.  Riches  (faith  EfiBetHs)2LXt  not  in  the  num- 
ber of  goods.  For  they  ftirre  vs  vp  to  fuperfluitie,and  pull 
vs  backe  from  temperance  * And  therfore  it  is  a very  hard 
matter  for  a rich  man  to  be  temperate, or  for  a temperate 
man  to  be  rich.  As  a man  cannot  vfe  a horfe  (faith  Socra- 
tes) without  a bridle,  fo  be  cannot  vfe  Riches  without 


reafon. 

Aram.  It  is  almoft  impoffible  (faid  Diogef7es)  thzx. 
vertue  (hould  dwell  in  a rich  citie  or  houfe  . For  riches 
bring  with  them  pride  to  him  that  pofTefTeth  them,  cxcef- 
fiuc  defire  in  gathering  them,  couetoufnes  in  keeping 
them,all  filthines  3c  diffolutcnes  in  the  enioying  of  them . , 
But  let  vs  heare  A c h i x o B,wbo  will  handle  this  matter 
more  at  large. 
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A c H I T o B . As  children  of  three  or  fower  yeeres  of 
age  haue  no  other  care  or  thought , but  how  they  may 
play  and  pafTe  their  time  with  the  hauingof  dailic  foode 
according  to  their  appetite,  not  confidering  or  taking  a- 
ny  care  for  the  meanes  which  they  might  haue^and  which 
would  be  neceifarie  for  the  nourifliing  of  their  old  age  : 
fo  it  feemeth  to  me  that  the  men  of  our  time  behaue 
themfelucs,  when  through  a more  than  childilh  igno- 
rance they  labor  without  ceafing,  to  gather  & toincreafe 
wealth,  which  will  do  them  feruice  but  a little  while , not 
caring  in  the  meane  time  for  certaine  and  immo'rtall 
goods  which  wil  nourifli  them  for  cuer.  And  yet  the  foule 
created  according  to  the  image  of  God,  cannot  better 
preferue  and  Qiew  foorth  hir  diuine  nature  in  this  mortal 
bodie,than  by  contemning  all  earthlie , humane,  and  va- 
ding  things.  But  to  the  end  we  be  not  of  the  number  of 
thofe  that  fill  themfelues  with  fuch  pa/Tions,  to  purchafe 
their  owne  deflruction,  let  vs  conlider  by  the  teftimonies 
of  the  ancient  Sages,  of  the  nature  and  qualitie  of  riches, 
and  of  the  vifible  effeds  which  they  dailie  bring  foorth  feasofnehes. 
in  thofe  that  feme  & pofiTefle  them : next,  we  will  behold 
fome  examples  of  thefe  famous  perfonages , that  we  may 
be  induced  thereby  to  contemne  fuch  pernitious  goods. 

Afefj  ought  to  make  great  account  of  riches  (faid  Socrates ) if 
they  were  toined with  true  iojJjut  they  are  wholj  feparated from  it. 

For  if  rich  men  fall  to  vfing  of  them, they  fpoile  themfelues  with  o- 
Her  great  pleafure,ifthey  would  keepe  t hem, care  gnaw  eth  and  con  - 
fumeth  them  within,  andif  they  defire  to  get  them,  they  become 
wkkedandvnhappie.lt  cannot  be  ffaith  Plato)  that  a man  fijould 
be  truly  good,and  very  rich  both  togitherjbut  he  may  well  be  happie 
and  good  at  one  time.<^nd  it  is  a verie  mifierable  faying  to  affirme 
that  a rich  man  is  happy : yea  it  belongeth  to  children  andfooles  to 
fay  fo,  making  them  vnhappy  that  beleeue  and  appro  one  it . Slouth 
and jluggifhnes  grow  of  riches,  and  they  that  are  addilied  to  heape 
them  vp  more  and  more,  the  greater  account  they  make  of  them, 
the  lejje  they  efleeme  vertue.  So  that  if  riches  and  rich  men  are 
greatly  fiet  by  in  a Common-wealth,  vertue  and  good  men  will  be 
much  lejfe  regarded:  and  yet  great  matters  are  brought  to  pajfie, 
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and  Common-vs’cMs  preferred  by  vertae^and not  by  riches. 
ches  (faith  Ifocrates ) feme  not  fo  much  for  the  praBife  of  hone^ 
Bie  Of  of  mckednes,  feeing  they  dravo  the  Itbertie  of  men  to  loofe- 
neffe  and  t diene jfe,  and fltrre  vpyong  men  to  voluptuot^fnes.  Men 
(faid  Thales)are  by  nature  borne  to  vertuejjHt  riches  draw  them 
backe  vnto  theniy  hauing  a thoufand  fortes  offorceries  to  allttre 
them  to  vices  y and  through  a falfe  opinion  of  good  toturne  them 
from  thofe  things  that  are  truly  gocd.They  fufftr  not  him  that  hath 
them  to  be  able  to  kyow  any  thing  y but  draw  him  to  external  goods. 
They  are p-'fmg  arrogant  ^ moB f ear efulJf  they  vfe  themfelues, 
they  are  riotom,  if  they  abBaine,  miferable  . They  neuer  content 
their  Owners ynor  leaue  them  void  of  forow  and  care : but  as  they 
that  are  ficke  of  the  dropfie,the  more  they  drtnkg,  become  the  thir^ 
JlieCyfo  the  more  that  men  aboundinwealihy  the  more  they  deftre 
to  haue.  Riches  of  them felues  breed flatterers  y who  helpe  to  vndoc 
rich  men.  They  are  the  caufe  of  infinite  murders  and  hired flaugh- 
ters:  they  make  couetous  perfons  to  conterme  the  goods  of  the 
fouleythinking  to  become  happy  without  them.  They  prouoke  them 
alfo  to  delicacies  and  to  gluttony  ^ whereby  their  bodies  are  fubieB 
to  difeafes  andinfrmtties.  briefly y r iches greatly  hurt  both  bodie 
and  foule.  They  fltrre  vp  domeBtcall [edition,  and  that  among  bre- 
thren. They  make  children  worfe  in  behauiour  towards  their  fa- 
thers, and  caufe  fathers  to  deale  more  hardly  with  their  chtldren. 
Through  them  it  commeth  that  [tends  fujpeB  each  other : for  a 
<truefrtend  is  credited  no  more  by  reafon  of  a flatter  erTRe fide  syteh 
me  are  angry  with  good  men  fdying,that  they  are  arrogant  biemfe 
they  will  not  flit  ter  them : and  in  like  maner  they  hate  fuch  as  flat- 
ter them, thinking  that  they  kpepe  about  thtmonely  to  robbe  them, 
and  to  dimmijh  their  wealthBihdc  arc  the  cuils, which  may  be 
faid  to  be  commonly  in  riches.  But  thefe  alfo  accompany 

them,bcing  execrable  difeafes,namcly,prefiimpri6, pride, 

arrogancie,  vile  and  abie<9:  cares,  which  are  altogether 
earthly  jiiaughtie  defires, wicked  plealures,  and  an  infati- 
Richesofthem-  couetiiig.  Bcfides^if they  were  notpernitiousot  the- 
felues/o  many  mifehiefs  would  not  take  their  beginning 
God,butthee-  them.  For  men  commit  a thoufand  murders  for. 
orbnhl^nn!!'’  gaitie.  They  robbe  churches,  fidelitieis  loft  and  broken, 
fro  the  corrupt  fiiendftiip  is  Yiolated,men  betray  their  country,  maidens 
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areloofely  giuen  : brieflie,  no  euils  are  left  vnexecuted 
through  the  defire  of  riches.Ti^^  thatgiue  them  felues  (faid 
Bion ) to  gather  riches^  are  verie  ridiculom  jfeemg  fortune gmeth 
themyCouetcufres  keepeth  themyandliberalitie  cafteth  them  away , 

Men  muft  haue  rkh  foules  (faith  Aiexides ) Oifor finer  it  is  no- 
thing but  a [hew  and  vaile  of  life.  It  is  a naughtie  thing  ('faith 
ripides)  but  common  to  all  rich  men , to  Hue  wickedly . The  caufi 
thereof  as  I take  it, is  this  y bicaufe  they  haue  nothing  but  riches  in 
their  mindywhich  being  blindyfeele  vpHkewife  the  eies  o [their  vn- 
derfiandingj pray  God  neuer  to  fend  me  a wealthy  lifeywbich  hath 
alwaies  for&w  andcare for  hir  Companions : nor  riches  to  gnaw  my 
hart.Speake  not  to  me  of  Tint  Oy  that  is  to  fay  yof riches : for  Ima^  The  Poets  fai. 
no  great  reckoning  of  that  God,  who  is  alwaies  pofefed  of the  moil  Ehe'^GoJ  of 
Wicked  vpon  the  earth,  O riches yy on  are  eafe  to  beare,  but  infinite  chcs,appoinung 
caresymiferiesyandgriefs  keepeyou  companie . He  (faith  Demo-  kingdomc! 
critus)that  woondereth  at fuch  as  haue  great  riches  ,and  are  efiee- 
med  of  the  Ignorant  multitude  to  behappie  y will furely  through  a 
defire  of  hauingy  commit  andvndertake  wicked  things y and  thofe 
oftentimes  againfi  the  lames,  tAs  drunkennes  (faith  ^riHotle ) 
beg  etteth  rage  and  madnes : fh  ignorance  ioined  with  power  jbree- 
deth  infolencie  and  furie . tyindto  thofe  whofe  minds  are  not  well  The  euili  cUfpo^ 
dijpofedy  neither  riches  y norflrengthy  yCan  be  fudged 

goodybut  the  greater  increafe  arifeth  of themythe  more  harwe  they  Mufe  ofthc  hurt 
procure  to  him  that pojfejfeth  them,  Moreouer,  do  we  not  fee 
that  the  moft  part  of  rich  men,  cither  vfc  not  their  riches, 
bicaufe  they  are  couetous,or  abufe  them,bicaufe  they  are 
giuen  ouer  to  their  pleafures  , and  fo  they  are  all  thefer- 
uants  either  of  pleafures,or  of  trafficke  and  gaine,as  long 
as  they  Hue . But  he  that  would  be  ( as  Tlato  faith)  truly  richy 
ought  to  labor  not  fo  much  to  augment  his  wealth , as  to  dim  'tni[h 
bis  defire  of  hauingy  bicaufe  he  that  appoint  eth  no  bounds  to  his  de- 
fires,is  alwaies  poore  and  needie,For  this  caufe  the  libertie  of  a wife 
mans  fouleywho  k^oweth  the  nature  of ext  email  goods  belonging  to 
this  life, is  neuer  troubled  with  the  care  of  themy  being  afured  (as 
Blutark^faith)  that  as  it  is  not  apparell  which  giueth  heate  to  a 
manybut  only  {laieth  andkyepeth  in  naturall  heate  thatproceedeth 
from  the  man  himfeifejby  hindring  it  from  dijperfing  in  the  atre : fo 
no  man  liueth  more  happily  or  contentedly  y bicaufe  he  is  compaffed 
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about  voith  much  i^ealthy  if  tranquilUtie , toy,  tiud  reft, proceed  mt 
fiom  rcithinhisfoule . mape  vp  ("faith  the  fame  Philofopher) 

here  ofgold.gather  f If^ertogither,  build fairegallerk^^^^ 
houfefullofJIapies,a»da  whole  towne  with  thy  debtors. yet  if  thou 
doefl  not  mai^ler  the pajfions  oftkyfoule,  tf  thou  ejuenchefi  mt  thy 

vnfatidle defire,  nor deltuerefl thy foule of andcarking 

care^thoudoeflafmuchtoprocure  thyquietnes,  as  if  thougauefl 
wine  to  one  that  had  an  ague . Life  of  itfelfe  ("faith  Tlato)  is  not 
iojfulUvnles  care  be  chafed  away,  which  caufeth  vs  to  waxegray- 
headed,whtleft  we  defire  but  meaneftore  of  riches.  For  thefuper- 
fiuopu  define  of  hauing,  aiwaies gnaweth  our  hart , Whereupon 
it  commeth  to  pafcthat  oftentimes  amongft  men  we  fee 
pouertie  to  be  better  than  riches, & death  than  life.  And 
. truly  there  is  great  madnesin  the  greedy  coueting  of  mo- 
nie . For  they  that  are  touched  with  this  maladie,  fellow 
after  riches  with  fuch  zealc,  as  if  they  fuppofed  that  when 
they  had  gotten  them,  no  more  euill  (liould  comeneere 
them.  And  then  alfo  they  fet  fo  light  by  thofe  which  they 
haue,  that  they  burne  with  thedefireof  haumgmore. 
How  then  (hall  we  call  that  good,  which  hath  no  end  or 
meafure  ? Or  that  which  being  gotten , is  the  beginning 
of  a further  defire  to  haue  more  ? A horfe  (faith  Epi^etus) 
is  notfaidto  be  better , bicaufe  he  hath  eaten  more  than  another, 
or  bicaufe  he  hath  a gilt  harnefie,  but  bicaufe  he  isflronger,  fwif 
ter, and  better  made  :for  euery  beaft  is  accounted  of  according  to 
hts  vertue . Andjhalla  man  be  efteemed  according  to  his  riches, 
anceBors,andbeautie?  If  any  man  thinke  that  his  old  age  [hall  be 
borne  more  eafilie  by  the  meanes  of  riches,  he  deceiueth  himfelfe,. 
For  they  may  well  caufe  himtoenioy  the  hurt  full  pleafuresof  the 
bodiejbut  cannot  take  from  him  fadnes,  horror,andfeare  of  death  : 
nay  rather  they  double  his  grief e , when  he  thinketh  that  he  mull 
leaue and forfake  them.  In  thisfliort  difeourfe  taken  from 
ancient  men,  thevanitieof  riches  appeereth  fufhcicntly 
vnto  vs, as  alfo  the  hurtfull  effeds  that  flow  from  them , if 
they  be  not  ruled  by  the  reafon  of  true  prudence.  Heere- 
after  wc  arc  to  fee  how  we  may  vfe  thofe  riches  wel,  which 
G od  putteth  into  our  hands , being  iuftly  gotten  by  vs  : 
which  is  a part  ofiuftice^whereof  wc  are  to  intreat.  In  the 
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meane  time , that  we  faften  not  our  harts  to  fo  friuolous 
and  vainc  a thing , let-vs  call  to  mind  fomc  examples  of 
wife  and  famous  men , woorthie  of  immortall  renowne,  chcs^^  ^ ” 
who  haue  altogither  contemned , efchewed,  and  defpifed 
the  couetous  defire  and  hoording  vp  of  richer,  as  the 
plague  and  vnauoidable  ruine  of  the  Ibule . We  read  of 
Marcm  Chy'ipu  a Romane  Conful(the  firft  of  his  time  that  M.Curitts. 
receiued  thrice  the  dignitie  of  triumphing  for  the  nota- 
ble vidories  which  he  obtained  in  the  honor  of  his  coun- 
treyjthat  he  made  fofmall  account  of  worldlie  riches, 
that  all  his  polfelfion  was  but  a little  farmein  the  coun- 
trey foryly  built,  wherein  he  continued  for  the  mofl:  part 
when  publike  affaires  fuffered  him,  labouring  and  tilling  . 
himfelfe  that  little  ground  which  he  had  there.  And  when 
certaine  Embaffadors  vpon  a day  came  to  vifite  him, they 
found  him  in  his  chimney  drefling  of  rcddiQi  for  his  fup- 
per. And  when  they  prefented  him  with  a great  fumme  of 
monie  from  their  Comminaltie,hc  refufed  it, faying : that 
they  which  contented  themfelties  with  fuch  an  ordinarie  as  his  waSy 
had  no  need  oftt ; and  that  he  thought  it  farre  more  honorable  to 
command  them  that  had gold^than  to  haue  it,  Phocion  the  Athe- 
nian being  vifited  with  EmbSffadors  from  u4lexander,i\\Qy 
prefented  him  with  a hundred  Talents  (being  in  value 
three  fcorc  thoufand  crownes ) which  this  Monarch  fent 
vnto  him  for  a Phocion  demanding  the  caufe  why,fee-  vhodon. 
ing  there  werefo  many  Athenians  behdes  him,  they  an- 
fwered  : bicaufe  their  maifter  iudged  him  onely  among 
all  the  reft  to  be  a verciiou  s and  good  man  . Then  ( quoth 
he ) let  him  fujfer  me  both  to  feeme  and  to  be  fo  in  deede^and  carie 
his prefent  backeagatne  to  ^/>w.Notwithftanding,he  was  nee- 
die  , as  may  be  prooued  by  the  anfwer  which  he  made  to 
the  Athenian  Councell, who  demanded  a voluntarie  con- 
tribution of  eueryone  towards  a facnfice.  And  when  ♦ 
there  were  no  moe  left  to  contribute  but  he,they  were  ve- 
rie  importunate  with  him  to  giue  fomewhat.  It  were  a 
pjdme  for  me  (faid  he  vnto  them)  to  giue  youmonie , before  1 
J^auepaied this  man:  and  therewdthall  hefliewed  one  vnto 
them  that  had  lent  him  a certaine  fumme  of  monie.  Phi- 
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loptmen  Generali  of  the  AcHaians , hauing  procured  a 
league  ofamitie  betv^eene  the  citieof  Sparta,  & his  owne, 
the  Lacedemonians  fent  him  a prefentof  lixefcore  Ta- 
lents , which  were  woorth  three  fcorc  and  twelue  thou- 
fand  crownes.Butrefiihngit,he  went purpofely  to  Spar- 
ta, where  he  declared  to  the  Councell , that  they  ought 
not  to  corrupt  and  win  honeft  men,  ortheir  friends  wuth 
monie,  feeing  in  their  need  they  might  be  affured  of  the, 
and  vfe  their  vertuc  freely  without  coft:  but  that  they 
were  to  buy  and  gaine  with  hired  rewards,the  wricked,  & 
fuch  as  by  their  feditious  orations  in  the  Senate  houfev- 
fed  to  raife  mutiuies,and  to  fet  the  citie  on  fire,to  the  end 
that  their  mouthes  being  ftepped  by  gifts , they  might 
procure  lefTe  trouble  to ‘the  gouernment  of  the  Com- 
mon-wealth . A great  Lord  of  Perfia  comming  from  his 
countrey  to  Athens,and  perceiuing  that  he  ftood  in  great 
neede  of  the  aid  and  fauour  ot  Cimon,  w'ho  was  oneof  the 
chiefe  in  the  citie , he  ptefented  vnto  him  two  cups  that 
were  both  full,the  one  of  Dariques  of  gold,  tlie  other  of 
(iluer  Dariques . Thisw’ife  Grecian  beginning  to  fmile, 
demanded  of  him  w^hetherof  tlie  tw^aine  he  had  ratheir 
haue  him  to  be , his  friend,  or  bis  hireling  ? The  Perfian 
anfwered  , that  he  had  a great  deale  rather  haue  him  his 
friend  . Then  (faid  Cimon)  carte  backe  againe  thy  gold  andfl-^ 
uer.  For  if  I be  thj  friend^  it  will  be  alivaies  at  my  commandement 
to  vfe  often  Of  I Jhallneede  • hauing  receiued  of 

Tolycrates  fiue  Talents  for  a gift,  w'asfo  much  troubled 
for  the  fpace  of  tw^o  nights  with  care  how  he  might  keepe 
them, and  about  w'hat  to  imploy  them  beft,that  he  caried 
them  backe  againe,  faying  : that  they  were  not  woorthihe 
P lines  ywhich  he  had  atreahe  taken  for  them.  Xenocrates  refufed 
■ thirtie  thoufand  crownes  <i/^iexanderS^^^  vnto  him  for 

a prefent, faying  : that  he  had  no  neede  of  them,  tvhat  fquoth 
ay^lexander)  hath  he  nener  a friends  Formine  owne  p.irtj am 
fitre  that  ailing  Darita  treafure  will  fcarce  fujfce  me  to  dtshh 
bate  among  my  friends. Socrates  being  lent  for  by  king  Arche- 
lads  to  come  vnto  him , who  promifed  him  great  riches, 
fent  him  word,that  ameafure  of  floure  was  fold  in  Athens 
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for  aDoublCjand  that  water  coft  nothing.  And  although 
it  feemeth  ( quoth  this  Philofopher  ) that  I haue  not 
goods  enough  , yet  I haue  enough  , fceyng  I am  con- 
tented therewith  . Whatisneceffarie  (fayd  UMemnder) 
for  the  vfe  of  our  life  befides  thefe  two  things.  Bread  and 
Water  ? Bias  flying  out  of  his  citie  which  he  forefawe 
would  be  belieged  without  hope  of  refeue,  would  not 
lode  himfelfe  with  his  wealth  as  others  did.  And  being 
demaunded  the  caufe  why,  Icary  (quoth  he)  allmy goods 
mthme:  meaning  theinuiflble  gifts  & graces  of  his  mind. 
Truly  gold  and  flluer  are  nothing  but  dull,  and  precious 
ftones  but  the  grauell  of  thefea.  And  (as  Tythagoras  faid) 
we  ought  to  perfwadc  our  felues,that  thofe  riches  are  not 
I ours  which  are  not  inclofed  in  our  foule  . According  to 
which  faying,  Socrates  when  he  faw  that  Alcibiades  waxed 
i arrogant  bicaufe  of  the  great  quantitie  of  ground  which 
I he  poflefled,  fliewed  him  an  vniuerfall  Map  of  the  world, 
and  asked  him  whether  he  knew  which  were  his  lands  in 
||  the  territorie  of  Athens.  Whereunto  when  Alcibiades  an- 
fwered, that  they  were  not  deferibed  norfet  downe  there. 
I How  is  it  then  (quoth  this  wife  man)  that  thou  braggeft 
ofthat  thing  which  is  no  part  of  the  world  } Onemeane 
w'hichL/r/zr^wvfed,  and  which  helped  him  much  in  the 
reforming  of  the  Lacedemonian  eftate,  was  thedifanul- 
lingofall  gold  and  filuercoine,  & the  appointing  of  iron 
money  onely  to  be  currant,  a pound  waight  whereof  was 
woorth  but  fixe  pence . For  by  this  meanes  he  baniflied 
from  among  them  the  defire  of  riches,  which  are  no  lelFe 
caufe  oftheouerthrow  of  Common-wealths  than  of  pri- 
uatemen.  Thismooucd/’Air^^tofay,  that  he  would  not 
haue  the  princes  andgouernors  of  his  Common- wealth, 
nor  his  menne  of  warreand  fouldiours  , to  deale  at  all 
with  gold  and  filuer:  but  that  they  fliould  haue  allowed 
them  out  of  the  common  treafurie  whatfoeuer  was  necef- 
fary  for  them.  For  as  long  gownes  hinder  the  body,  fodo 
much  riches  the  foule.Therforeifwe  defire  to  Hue  happi- 
ly in  tranquillitie  and  reft  of  foule,  and  with  ioy  of  fpiric, 
letvslearne  after  the  example  of  fomany  great  men  to 

A a iij  w'ith- 
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withdraw  our  afiPedions  v»rholy  from  the  deHre  of  world-  j 
ly  richeSjUOt  taking  delight  & pleafure  (as  Diogenes  faid}  v 

' inthatwhichttiallperilh,  andisnotabletomakcaman  | 

better,  but  oftentimes  woorfe.  Let  vs  further  know  that  f | 

(according  to  the  Scripture)  nomancanferue  God  and  | 
tuke  riches  togither,  but  that  all  they  which  defire  them  gree-  | 

iTimtf.9  dily.fall  into  temptations  and  fnares,  and  into  many  foo-  S 

lilhand  noifome  luftes  which  drowne  men  in  perdition, 

whereof  we  haue  eye-witnefies  daily  before  vs  • Tnisap-  . 

peereth  in  that  example  which  the  felf  fame  word  noterh 
Luke  i2ui6,  vnto  vs  of  the  rich  man  that  abounded  in  all  things,  fo  t 
that  he  willed  his  foule  to  take  hir  cafe,  and  to  make 
good  cheere,  bicaufe  (he  had  fo  much  goods  layd  vp  for 
many  yeercs  : and  yet  the  fame  night  he  was  to  pay  d 
tribute  vnto  nature , to  his  ouerthrow  and  confuhon.  | 
Being  therefore  intruded  by  the  fpirite  of  wifedome,  let  j 
vvhatrichcswe  VS  treafiire  vp  in  lefus  Chrift  the  permanent  Riches  of  | 
ought  CO  trea-  wifedomc,  pietic,  and  iuftice,  which  of  themielues  are  , 

fufficient  through  his  grace  to  make  vs  liue  with  him 
foreuer.  1 
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the  nature  of  riches 
effeds  which  flow 
^ the  chief  & princi- 


pal! caufe  that  leadeth  men  fo  earneftly  to  defirc  them,  is 

7hcchi=f««re  the  feareoffalling  into  pouertie,  which  through  error  of  j 

why  riches  are  iudgement  they  account  a very  great  euill,  I am  or  opini- 
foc^tieiUyae-  that  we  are  to  enter  into  a particular  confideration  v 

thercof,totheendthatfuch  afalfepetfwafion  mayneuer 

deceiue  vs,nor  caufe  vs-to  go  aflray  out  of  the  right  pathe 

ofVertue.  . , , r 

A s E R.  Pouertie  (faid  Diogenes ^ is  a helpe  to Pnilolo- 
phy  ^and  is  learned  of  it  felfe.  For  that  which  Philofophie, 
feeketh  to  make  vs  know  by  words,  pouertie  perfwadeth 
vs in  the  things  themfelues. 


A M A N A* 
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A M A N A,  Rich  men  ftandin  need  of  many  precepts, 
diSythatthey  line  thriftily  and foberly  : that  they  exercife  their  bo^ 
dies : that  they  delight  not  too  much  in  the  decking  of  them  : a nd 
infinite  others, which  pouertie  of  hir  felfe  tcacheth  vs.But 
let  vs  heare  Aram  difeourfe  more  at  large  of  that  which 
is  here  propounded  vnto  vs. 

Aram.  If  we  confider  how  our  common  mother  the 
earth,  being  prodigall  in  giuing  vnto  vs  all  things  necef- 
farie  for  the  life  of  man,  hath  notwithftanding  caft  all  of 
ys  naked  out  of  hir  bowels,  and  muft  receiue  vs  fo  agayne 
into  hir  woinbe,!  fee  no  great  reafon  we  haue  to  cal  fome 
rich,and  others poore,  feeingthe  beginning,  being,  and 
end  of  the  temporall  life  of  all  men  are  vnlike  in  nothing, 
but  that  fome  during  this  litle  moment  of  life  haue  that 
in  abundance  and  fuperfluitie,  which  others  haue  onely 
according  to  their  necefiitie.  But  this  is  muchmoreab- 
furd,and  without  all  lliew  of  reafon,  that  they  whom  we 
call  poore  according  to  the  opinion  of  men,(liouId  be  ac- 
counted,yea  commonly  take  themfelues  to  be  Iclfe  happy 
than  rich  men,and  as  I may  lb  fay,  baftard  children  & not 
legitimate,  bicaufc  they  are  not  equally  and  alike  parta- 
kers of  their  mothers  goods,  which  are  the  wealth  of  the 
world  , forthehauing  whereof  we  heare  fo  many  com- 
plaints and  murmurings.  For  firfl:  we  fee  none,no  not  the 
needieft  and  pooreft  that  is  (except  it  be  by  fome  great  & 
ftrange  milhap)  to  be  fo  vnprouided  for,  that  with  no  la- 
bour and  pains  taking  (which  is  the  reward  of  finne)he  is 
able  to  get  fo  much  as  is  necelTary  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  life, namely, food  and  raiment, neither  yet  any  that  for 
want  of  thefe  things,  howfoeuer  oftentimes  he  UifFer  and 
abide  much, is  conftrained  to  giue  vp  the  Ghoft.  But  fur- 
ther, as  touching  the  true,  eternall,  and  incomparable 
goods  ofour  common  father,  their  part  and  portion  is 
nothing  lefle  tha  that  of  the  richeft.  Yea  many  times  they 
are  rewarded  and  enriched  aboue  others , in  that  beyng 
w'ithdrawen  from  the  care  & gouernment  of  many  earth- 
ly things,  they  feele  themfelues  fo  much  the  more  raui- 
fiiedwkhfpeciall  and  heauenly  grace  (if  they  hinder  it 

A a iiij  not) 
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not)  in  the  meditation  arid  contemplation  of  celeftiall 
things  : from  whence  they  may  eafily  draw  a great  and  an 
affured  contentation  in  this  life,through  a certaine  hope 
that  they  niall  cnioy  them  perfedly,  bicaufe  they  are  pre- 
pared for  them  in  that  bleffed  immortalitie  of  the  fecond 

life-  For  nothing  is  more  certaine  than  this,  thatasthe 

- Sunne  is  a great  deale  better  feene  in  cleare  and  c.eane 
water,than  in  that  which  is  troublecl,or  in  a miry  and  dir- 
tie  puddle : fo  the  brightnes  that  commeth  from  God 
Ihineth  more  in  minds  not  fubiefted  to  worldlie  goods, 
than  in  them  that  are  defiled  and  troubled  with  thofe 
earthlie  aifeaions  which  riches  bring  with  them . This  is 
that  which  lefus  Chrift  himfelfe  hath  taught,  fpeaking  to 
him  that  demanded  what  he  Ihould  do  to  haue  eternall 
Match  19  u life : If  thourviltheperfeSi  (faith  hej  fill  that  which  thou  hall, 

13.  ‘ ' a>idgiMeittothefocre,andthoupMlthauetreafure  tnhemen: 

adciing  befides,  that  a rich  manjhall  hardly  enter  into  the  king- 
dome  of  heauen . If  a father  diuiding  his  fubftance  among 
his  children,niDuld  leaue  to  one  as  to  his  eldeft  or  beft  be- 
loued,  the  enioying  of  his  principal!  mannor  by  inheri- 
tance , and  to  the  reft  their  mothers  goods , which  are  ot 
much  lefle  value,and  that  only  for  terme  of  life, what  fol- 
ly were  it  to  iudge  that  thefe  laft  were  more  preferred,and 
Nocomparifon  had  better  portions  than  theothet?  And  I pray  you  what 
between  world-  comparifon  is  there  betweene  thegreatelt  worldlie  and 
SetreltocI'"  tratifitorie  riches  that  can  be,  and  the  permanent  trea- 
furcs  of  heauen,  feeing  thofe  cannot  be  compared  but  to 
a thing  of  nought,  than  which  they  are  weaker,  beeing 
moreouer  accompanied  with  innumerable  hurtfull 
as  we  haue  alreadie  ihewed  ? What  happines  and  felicitie 
can  wealth  adde  to  rich  men  aboue  the  poorer  fort , that 
thefe  fhould  be  accounted  miferable  and  wretched  ? Take 
away  (faith  LaEiantins)  wfulencie  and  hoafiing  from  nch  men, 
and  thert  wtll  he  no  difference  betweene  a pore  man  and  a rich. 
And  if  he  that  made  the  co^ndition  both  of  the  one  & the 
other^andthatprouideth  nourifhment  for  vnreafonable 
creatureSjdoth  diftribute  vnto.vs  as  much  as  he  knoweth 
in  his  eternall  prefcience  and  foreknowledge  to  be 
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full  for  vs, whereof  fhall  vrecomplaine,  except,  asinheri- 
tors,  of  that  damnable  vice  of  ingratitud  from  the  hrft 
man , we  forget  fo  many  benehts  recciued , as  alfo  thofe 
that  are  daiiie  profered  and  promifed  vnto  vs  of  his  hea- 
uenlie  goodnes  and  grace?  in  a feaii  SfidetH4)  we 
content  our  felues  with  that  which  is  fet  before  vs,  thin- 
king it  an  impudent  and  vile  part  to  aske  any  other  thing 
of  him  that  entercaineth  vs:  And  how  can  we  he  fo  impu- 
dent and  lhameles  in  this  world , as  to  aske  thofe  things 
of  God , which  he  wil  1 not  giuc  vs , and  not  content  our 
felues  with  the  vfe  of  that  which  he  hath  liberally  & freely 
beftowed  vpon  vs  ? But  there  is  a further  matter . For  if 
we  would  confider  the  great, yea  vnfpeakable  fruits-whlch  The  fruits  ofgo 
pouertie  bringech  with  hir,  & whereof Ihe  is  able  to  make 
vs  partakers  in  this  life , without  doubt  flie  will  be  found 
to  be  a thoufand  times  more  happie  than  riches.  Pouertie 
('fairh  (^AriBophaKes ) is  the  miBres  of  manners.'  PoHirtie  ffaid\ 

^rchefelapts ) feemeth  to  be  Jharpe,hard,c^  troMefome,  hut  fheis'  ...i  -> !.  • , 
nurfi  to  agoodlinage^  as  [he  that  ac  (Quaint  eth  hir  fil'fe  with  frugal  ' ^ ■ - 

litie  and  abBinence.fn  a word. [he  is  afchoole  ofvertue.  fPeatth  is^ 
full  of  wicks  dnes  ff^hh  Euripides)  but  pouertie  is  accompanied 
with  wifedome , and  all  honefl,  men  are  contented  with  necejprie 
things.  And  if  they  offer  facrifice  to  the  Gods  with  a little  ihcenfe 
in  the  paulme  of  their  hand,thej  are  for  the  moB  part  fooner  heard 
than  they  that  kill  many  beaBesfor  facrifice . For  (as  AdbeHander 
fait h J the  poore  are  vnder  the protefiion  ofGodyand  it  is  better  to- 
poffeffe  a little  wealth  with  ioyy:han  a great  deale  with  fadnes  . To 
defre  but  a little  ({ddidi  T>emocritm)  maketh  pouertie  efuallwjth 
riches:  and  if  thou  defireBnot  many  things, a little  will  feeme  to- 
thee  to  be  very  great . Tonertie  ('faid  Anaximenm ) maketh  the 
ffirtte  more  [harpe,  and  men  more  excellent  in  all  things  belonging 
to  this  life  . For  [he  is  a very  good  miBres  of  knowledge  and  skill* 

The  life  of  poore  men  (faid  AriBonymm)  is  Itke  to  a.nauigation 
made  along fl  the  fljore  of  fame  fea : but  the  life  of  rich  men  to  that 
which  is  in  the  mmne  fea  . For  the firfi  fort  may  eaflj  cafl  anchor^ 
come  a pjore,and  faue  themfelueSywhereas  the  others  cannot  do  fi, 
bicaufe  they  are  no  more  in  their  awne  power,  but  in  fortunes  i Flie 
not  from  pouertie  (faid  Hipftus)  but  from  iniuBke  and  wrong* 

For 
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For  no  man  was  cner  punijhed  hicaufe  he  was poore , hnt  many  hU 
canfe  they  were  vninfl.  Neither  is  a mans  life  commended  bicaufe  , 
he  is  richjhnt  bicaufe  he  is  iufl.Hunger({zxthi  Plutark)  neuer  en^ 
gendreth  adult erie , nor  want  of  moniejluH  : fo  that pouer tie  is  a 
[hort  kind  of  temperance.  If  thou  wert  borne  among  the  *Terfans 
(fdLidi  Epi^etm)  thou  wouldefl  not  wi[h  to  dwell  in  Grecia,  but  to 
Hue  there  in  a happie  e^iate.Art  thounot  then  a very  foolejbtcaufe  IF  | 

thou  feekeft  not  rather  to  Hue  happily  in  pouer  tie  ffeeing  thou  art  | 

borne  therein, than  to flriue  with  Jo  great  lab  or  for  riches  that  thou  ^ 

maiUliuel  As  it  is  better  to  Uedownein  a very  little  bed  with  ^ 
health , than  in  a great  and  large  bed , being  fake  :fo  is  it  a great  - 1 1 
deale  better  to  Hue  in  reft  with  a little  wealth , than  in  trauell  and 
care  with  aboundance.  For  neither  pouertie  procureth  trouble,  nor  | ^ 

riches  driueth  away  fear  e : but  reafon  is  that  which  caufeth  men  | j 

neither  to  deftre  riches,nor  to  fear  e pouertie. If  other  things  (faith  1 

Bion  the  wife)  could  jpeake  afwell as  we, and  were  Itcenced to  dtf-  ] , 

pute  with  vs, might  not  pouertie  iuftlyfay  vnto  vs  after  this  man^  j | 

An  excellent  dc.  ^ wherefore  fight  eft  thou  againft  me  f Why  art  thou  be- 

fence  forpouer-  come  my  enemie  ? Haue  I robbed  thee  of  any  thing?  Haue  I beene  | 

the  caufe  that  thou  halt  receiuedany  inturie , or  haue  I depriued  I 

thee  of aty  good  thing?  Haue  I taken  fiom  thee  either  Prudence,  | 
JuHtce , or  Fortitude  ? But  thou  feareB  leaB  necejfme  things  | 
ftjould  faile  thee.What  ? Are  not  the  wares  full  of  herbs  and fruits,  | 

and  thefountaines  of  water  ? HaB  thou  not  as  many  beds  as  the  j 
earth  is  great , and  as  many  couerlets  and  mattrejfes  as  there  are 
leaues  ? HaB  thou  not  a good  Cooke  by  my  meanes , that  maketh  | 
good fauce  for  thee  in  hunger  ? And  he  that  is  a thirB,  doth  he  not  J 

take  very  great  pleafure  in  drinking  ? ^oeB  thou  thinke  that  a J 
man  [hall  die  for  nunger, bicaufe  he  hath  no  tart, or  for  thirB,  if  he  | ; 

haue  not  very  delicate  wtne  cooled  with  /how  ? qA II fuch  things  are 
but  for  delicacie  andnicenes.DoeB  thou  want  a houfe,when  there 
is fo  many  goodly  Churches  in  cities  ? What  anfwer  could  be  made 
to  pouertie , if  /he /hould  Jpeake  thus  ? Truly  he  that  hath  vertue 
po/fe/feth  all  goods , bicaufe  that  alone  maketh  men  happie : which 
may  be /poken  afwell  of  apoore  man  as  of  a rich.  For  they  (fayd 
Thales)  that  thinke  pouertie  hindreth  Philofophie,  and  that  riches 
are  a helpe  vnto  it, greatly  deceiue  themfelues , For  proofe  that 
it  is  not  fo,  how'many  moe  haue  withdrawne  themfelues 

from 
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I from  ftudie  through  riches, tha  through  poucrtie?  Do  we 
i not  fee  that  the  poorefl  ftudy  Philofophy  beft,  which  the 
I welthy  bicaufe  of  their  mony  & many  matters  canot  do  ? 

' For  this  cauf;  Theognis  faid  very  well,  that  many  mo  haue 
I periflied  through  furfetting  than  through  hunger.And  to 
let  you  know  that  pouertie  is  more  happy,&  better  eftee- 
; med  of  than  riches,  confider  the  example  of  Ariftides  fur- 
‘ named  the  Iuft,who  being  very  poore,was  chofen  to  leuie 

! and  to  gather  tribute  before  all  the  rich  men  in  Athens. 

' And  CahUi  the  richeft  man  of  all  the  Athenians,fought  by 
; all  means  to  haue  his  frienddiip,  whereas  the  other  made  fhew  ch«po- 
I no  great  account  of  him  4 E^ammondas  was  not  called  half 

a G od.nor  Ljctirgm  a Sauiour  bicaufe  they  abounded  in  than  riches. 
wealth,and.were  flaues  to  their  paffions,  but  bicaufe  they 
profited  their  countrey  exceedingly  , and  were  content 
with  their  pouertie.  Therefore  we  may  gather  out  of  the 
Payings  of  fo  many  great  and  vertuous  men,  an  afiured  te- 
flimonie  of  the  benefit  and  profit  that  commonly  folow- 
eth  the  condition  of  poore  men  . And  for  inuincible 
proofes,  haue  we  not  the  examples  of  the  Hues  of  infinite 
Sages  and  learned  Philofophers,  who  willingly  forfaking, 

& wholy  contemning  riches, went  to  the  Academy,  com- 
monly called  the  Schoole  of  Pouertie,  there  to  enioy  the 
treafures  of  wifdome  and  vertue } Yea, which  is  more,  we 
find  that  pouertie  hath  been  the  only  and  principal  caufe 
of  enriching  many  with  this  vnfpeakable  treafure,  accor^ 
ding  to  that  faying  of  calamiticis  often- 
times the  occafion  of  vertue.  founder  of  the  Stoicall  zem. 

Acadeinie,after  he  had  poffefied  much  wealth,and  fuffred 
many  lolfes,  had  no  more  left  but  one  (hip  of  merchan- 
dife, which  being  caft  away,he  vttred  this  fpeech : thou  do^ 
eTi  well  Fortune  to  bring  me  to  the  fiudie  of  Philo fophie^,  wherein 
he  continued  euer  after.  The  exile  & banifhment  of  Dio-  Dhgants. 
genes  driuen  from  his  coun  trey,  was  the  caufe  and  begin- 
ning of  his  ftudie  of  Philofophie  . And  if  any  man  thinke 
it  a difficult  and  ffrange  matter  that  a poore  man  fhould 
beskilfull,  feeing  that  whileft  heftudieth,  hemuft  haue 
wherewith  to  nourifh  his  body,  let  vs  fee  what  Cleanthes  cieanthts. 

anfwered 


Mcncdcmus 
dc  Afciepiades. 


Pythagoras 

keptafpare 

diet. 

Thiloxenus, 
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anfwered  king  of  Macedonia,  who  asked 

him  if  he  turned  the  milrtone  always  : Yea  fir  ffayd  he)  I 
turne  it  yet  about  to  get  my  lining, but  forfake  notPhilo- 
fbphie  for  all  that.  How  great  and  noble  was  the  mind  of 
that;aiian,who  after  his  labour  wrote  of  the  nature  of  god 
and  of  the  hcauens,  with  the  fame  hand  wherwith  he  tur- 
ned about  the  milftone?  Others  ray,that  he  got  his  lining 
by  drawing  water  for  a gardiner : about  which  he  beftow- 
ed  the  night  onely,  that  he  might  fpend  the  day  in  hea- 
ring the  Philofophers  difpute . This  man  calleth  to  my 
remembrance  two  other  Philofophers,  named  Menede- 
mtu  and  udfe/epiades,  who  being  accufed  before  the  Areo- 
pagites  the  chief  iudges  in  Athens,  as  idle  perfons  hauing 
nogoodsinpofTeffion,  and  being  willed  to  declare  how 
they  liued,their  anfwer  was,that  inquirie  (hould  be  made 
oftheirHoftewho  wasaBaker.  This  man  being  called, 
faid, that  they  beftowedthe  whole  day  in  theftudy  of  let- 
ters, and  the  night  in  lifting  and  boulting  his  meale,  for 
which  he  gaue  each  of  them  a peece  of  money  whereof 
they  liued.But  what ?Thcfe  ancient  Sages  wanted  but  few 
things  to  Hue  withall,  feeing  the  moftofthem  contented 
themfelues  with  bread  and  water , and  many  times  with 
herbes  and  fruites  in  ftead  of  bread,  and  fo  Pjthagoras  al- 
ways liued.And  yet  they  found  fo  great  contentation  and 
felicitie  in  fuch  alife,thatone  PhUoxenus  hauing  as  yet  but 
tailed  of  the  firft  fruits  of  thisprofelfion  offtudy,  and  be- 
ing ofthat  number  which  was  fent  by  the  Athenians  to 
inhabite  a new  citie  in  Sicilia,  wherein  a good  houfe  with 
great  commodities  to  Hue  at  eafe,  fell  to  him  for  his  part, 
and  feeing  that  deHcacie,pleafure  and  idlencs,without  a- 
ny  exercife  of  letters  raigned  in  thofe  quarters,heforfook 
all  & returned  to  Athens, faying, by  the  gods  thefe  goods 
fliall  not  deftroy  me,  but  I will  rather  deftroy  them  . All 
thefe  fruits  which  are  noted  to  be  in  pouertie,  gaue  occa- 
fion  to  an  ancient  man  to  fay,  that  it  was  a vertue  of  For- 
titude to  fuftaine  pouertie  patiently,  but  to  defire  it  was 
thepraifeofwifedom.  Nowforafmuchas  it  will  be  very 
hard  if  not  altogither  impoirible,notwithftanding  all  rea- 
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foil  that  can  be  alleaged  to  men, to  dirpofTefFe  them  of  the 
hatred  and  feare  of  pouertie,  which  naturally  they  Ihun, 
let  vs  learneofthe  ancients  who  ought  to  account  him- 
felfepoore,  thatweabiife  no  more  this  word  Pouertie. 
2)/V7^<?;/^/wasvponatime  vilitedby  Alexander^  who  fayd 
vnto  him,  / fee  reell  T^togenes  that  thoH  aft poore,  and  hash  need 
of  many  thmgs,t  her  fare  asks  of  me  what  thoH  wtlt^and  I willgme  it 
/^^•if.Whereunto  this  excellent  Philofopher  defpifing  fuch 
otfers  of  goods  whereof  he  ftood  not  in  need,  anfwered  : 
whether  of  vs  twaine  Alexander,  feemeth  to  thee  to  haue  moft 
need,  and  therfore  poor  eft,  either  I that  defire  nothing  htit  my  pile 
of  wood  and  a title  bread, or  thou, who  being  kmg  of  Mac  edont  a do- 
eft  hazjardthy  felfe  to  fo  many  dangers  to  inlarge  thy  kingdom,  in 
fo  mach,that  the  whole  world  will  hardly  fajfce  to  bound  thy  ambi- 
tion,andto  content  thy  couetoufnesl  1 he  Monarch  fo  greatly 
admired  the  magnanimitie  of  this  man,  that  he  vttered 
thefe  wordes  with  a loud  voyce.  If  I were  not  Alexander,  I 
would  be  Diogenes.  (JHarius  a Conful  of  Rome  diftributing 
land  among  his  countreymen,gaue  to  eiiery  one  fourteen 
Acres  onely . And  vnderftanding  thatfome  were  not  con- 
tented therewith  but  demanded  more,  I would  to  God 
(quoth  he  then)  that  no  Roman  would  care  for  any  more 
land  than  would  fufhee  to  nourifh  him  . So  goodly  and 
commendable  a matter  was  it  efteemed  of  thefe  wife  men 
to  be  content  with  a litle,  & with  that  which  is  fulricient, 
rather  than  to  thinke  thofe  men  onely  rich  that  were  fur- 
iiilhed  with  ftore  of  wealth.  And  to  fay  truth,  feeing  God 
alone  (imply  andabfolutelyllandeth  not  in  need  of  any 
thing  whatfoeuer,  it  may  eafily  be  prefuppofed,  that  the 
moil  excellent  vertue  of  man,  and  that  which  commeth 
neereft  to  the  diuine  nature,  conlifteth  incaufing  a man 
toftandin  need  of  fev/efi:  things.  This  is  that  which  So-> 
crates  fayd.  That  to  dehre  nothing  ( meaning  worldly 
things)  is  in  fome  fort  to  refemble  God.  And  how  can  we 
call  him  poore  whofe  foule  is  inriched  with  fo  many  great 
and  rare  perfedions  ? Cicero  writing  to  Atticm,f2Lyd^  That 
a friend  was  bound  to  wifh  but  three  things  vnto  his  friend,  name^ 
ijfThat  he  be  healthie;fh(it  he  be  well  accounted  of  and  that  he  be 

not 
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that  all  thefe  things  are  found  in  a tempe- 
rate and  noble  minded  man,  we  may  learne  by  the  effeds 
of Sobrietie,whereof  we  haue  heretofore  difeourfed,  and 
bythofeofhonor,  which  is  neuer  feparated  fr.om  vertue, 
no  more  than  the  ihadow  is  from  the  body  .And  as  for  the 
neceflarie  vfe  of  foode  and  raiment,  it  is  not  w'anting  to 
them  that  ftand  mofi:  in  need  thereof,as  wc  haue  alreadie 
touched  it  in  our  prefent  fpeech ; & fo  a vertiious  ma  can- 
not be  called  poore.  But  let  vs  yeeldalitle  to  the  commo 
opinion  of  worldlings,  that  pouertie  and  want  of  earthly 
riches  is  odious  and  contemptible,yet  that  pouertie  one- 
what  pouertie  ly,  which  proceedeth  of  flouth,idlenes,  and  ignorance,  or 
isodipus.  otherwife  offooli(liexpences,of  riot  and  fuperflLiitie  may 
be  faid  to  be  full  of reproch  and  (hame,  and  is  to  be  iliu li- 
ned. For  when  pouertie  is  found  in  an  honeh,  painfull, 
diligent,  iu(f,  valiant  and  wife  man,  itferuethfor  a great 
proofeofhis  magnanimitie  andgreatnes  of  courage,  bi- 
caufe  he  hath  fet  his  mind  vpon  great  and  high  matters, 
and  not  vpon  fuch  fmall  and  vile  things  as  the  riches  of 
the  world  are.  Amongft  many  others  of  this  number  we 
jirlBides.  may  fay, that  Ariflides  was,  being  captaine  and  gouernof 
of  the  Athenian  eftate,as  we  haue  alredy  mentioned.who 
after  many  excellent  & great  offices  which  he  bare  to  the 
good  ofhiscountrey,  was  fo  finally  enriched  therby, that 
being  dead,  all  his  goods  would  not  fuffice  to  bury  him . 
He  vfed  to  4y  that  none  ought  to  be  affiamed  of  pouerty, 
but  they  that  were  poore  againfl  their  wil : & that  it  w as  a 
rarer  matter, & worthy  of  greater  praife  to  fuftain  pouerty 
' Vertuoufly  and  with  a noble  mind , than  to  know  how-  to 
vfe  riches  well . And  fo  pouertie  is  neuer  accompanied 
.with  ffiame,  except  it  be  to  them  that  fall  into  it  through 

negligencejormifgouernmentofthofegoods  whichGod 

hath  put  into  their  hands,  that  they  ffiould  be  faithfull 
keepers  and  difpofers  thereof  in  charitable  wwkes.  1 his 
is  that  which  Thucidides  faith, that  it  is  no  fliame  for  a man 
to  confeffie  his  pouertie, but  very  great  to  fal  into  it  by  his 
owne  default . Therefore  to  reape  profite  by  thatwffiich 
hath  beene  heere  difeourfed , let  vs  put  off  that  old  error 

which 


367 


Of  Idleiies, sloth, &c. 

which  hath  continued  fo  long  in  mens  braines , that  po- 
uertie  is  fuch  a great  and  troublefome  euill , whereas  it  is 
rather  the  caufeof  infinite  benefits  ; and  let  vs  fay  with 
l^jthagoras,  that  it  is  a great  deale  better  to  haue  a quiet 
andfetledminde,  lying  vpon  the  ground,  than  to  haue 
much  trouble  in  a golden  bed  . Moreouer,  let  vs  knowe,  where  the  fid. 
that  to  poflefie  fmall  flore  of  earrhlie  goods,  ought  not  to  "/tobc^fouowl 
be  called  pouertie,bicaure  all  fiilnes  of  wealth  aboundeth 
in  the  knowledge  and  afiurance  of  the  fatherlie  grace  and 
goodnesofthe  Author  and  Creacorofall  things,  which 
he  offereth  liberally  to  all  without  accepting  either  of  ~ 
pompcorgreatnes%  And  further,when  as, continuing  the 
care  which  it  pleafeth  him  to  take  of  vs , hegiueth  vs  al- 
though in  trauell  and  fweate,  wherewith  to  feede  and  to 
cloth  vs  in  all  fimplicitieandmodeftie,  and  that  accor- 
ding to  our  necefiirie,  we  fliould  bevnthankfull  and  alto- 
gither  vnwoorthie  the  afiiftanceof  his  helpe  and  fauour, 
andofhiseternall  proinifes, if  not  contented,  norglorifi- 
eng  him  for  our  eftate,we  complained,  or  wondred  at,  & 
defired  the  calling  of  other  men , ofiering  thereby  in  will 
andaffedion  our  birthrights  through  a gluttonous  de- 
fire, whereas  we  ought  to  preferue  toourfeluesthepof- 
feffion  of  that  heauenlie  inheritance , wherein  confifteth 
the  perfedion  of  all  glorie,reft,and  contentation . 


Of  [dienes ^Sloth^atjd  Gammg,  Chap,  ^^., 

TWo  things  being  the  caufe  of  all  paflTons 

in  men, namely,  CjriefezndTleaftire,  they  cfiefe&pica^ 
alwayes  defire  the  one,  but  flie  from  and  furethecaufes 
feare  the  other.  But  theoccafionofthe  greatefieuil  that 
befalleth  them,is,bicaurc  thefe  defircs  and  affedions  be- 
ing borne  with  them  from  the  beginning, do  alfo  grow  & 
encreafe  a long  time  before  they  can  haue  anyiudgement 
framed  in  them  through  the  right  vnderftandyng  of 
things.  Whereupon  as  well  by  na^ture,  which  of  it  felfe  is 
more  inclined  to  euill  than  to  good,  as  through  a long 

continuing 
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continuing  in  vice  they  are  eafily  drawen  to  folloir  the 
appetite  andluftoftheirfenfualicie,  wherein  they  falfly 
iiidgcthatpleafureconfiAeth,  and  thinke  it  painfull  not 
to  pleafe  it. Being  thus  guided  by  ignorance,and  walking 
like  biindmen,  they  haue  experience  for  the  moft  part  of 
fuch  an  end  as  iscleane  contrary  to  their  purpofes.  As  we 
may  fee  in  thofe  men,  who  purpoiing  with  theinfelues  tp 
Hue  at  their  eafe  in  ioy,  reft,  and  pleafure,  giue  ouer  all  in- 
termedling  inferiors  matters , and  fuch  as  befeeme  the 
cxcellencie  of  vertue, that  they  may  Hue  in  idlenes : wher- 
with  being  bewitched  they  are  partakers  of  many  falfe 
pleafures, which  procure  them  a greater  number  of  griefs 
andmiferies,  all  which  they  thought  to  auoyd  very  well. 
And  this  we  may  the  better  vnderftand,  if  we  difeourfe  of 

Idlenes,  the  encmie  of  all  vertue,  and  cleane  contrary  to 
Perfeiierance,which  is  a branch  of  Fortitude.  Therefore  I 
propound  the  handling  of  this  matter  to  you  my  Com- 
panions. 

A c H I T o B.  Although  we  haue  not  a fingular  excel- 
lencieoffpirite,  yet  wemuft  notfufteritto  be  idle,  but 
conftantly  follow  after  that  which  we  haue  wifely  hoped 
to  obtaine.  Tor  (as  Erafmm  faithy'  that  which  is  often  done  & 
reit.erated,andcontfKptallj  in  handyis  fimfhedat  laEh. 

A s E R.  They  that  do  nothing  (faith  Cicero)  learne  to 
do  ill,  & through  idlenefte  the  body  &:  minds  of  men  lan- 
guilh  away  ; but  by  labour  great  things  are  obtained,  yea 
trauail  is  a worke  that  continueth  after  death . Let  vs  then 
giue  eare  to  A m a n a,  who  will  handle  more  at  large  for 
our  inftruaion  that  which  is  here  propounded  vnto  vs. 

A M A N A.  As  weadmireand  honour  them  with  very 
great  commendation,in  whom  we  may  note  as  we  think, 
ibme  excellent  and  fingular  vertues,fo  we  contemn  them 
whom  we  iudge  to  haue  neither  vertue,  courage,  nor  for- 
titude in  them,  and  whom  we  fee  to  be  profitable  neither 
to  themfelues  nor  to  others,  bicaufe  they  are  notlabori- 
ous,induftrious,  nor  carefull,  but  remain  idle  and  ftouth- 
full.  And  to  fay  truth,rhe  maners, conditions, and  natural 
difpofitionoffuchnien,  are  wholy  corrupted,  their  con- 

uerfation 


uerfatiori  is  odious,  vDproficabiei 'and  to  be  auqided,  j 

ing  that  Idlenes  is  the  mother  and  nnrfeof  vice , which  mothS&nurfe 

dertroieth  and  marreth  all.  Therefore  it  was  very  well  or-  of aU vice. 

dainedin  the  priinitiue  Church,  thateuery  one  (liould 

liue  of  his  owne  labor , that the^idle  and  flothfuH  might 

not  confume  vnprofitably  the  goods  of  the  earth.  Which 

reafon  brought  in  that  ancient  Rom  ane  edid,men tioned 

by  Czr^>r^in  his  booke  ofLawes  ^ thtt  no  %omane  fhotild goe 

through  the fireets  of  the  city^vnles  he  carted  about  him  the  badge 

■of  that  trade  rvhereby  he  I'med.  Infomuch  that  ^JMarcus  Aure^ 

Urn  fpeaking  of  the  diligence  of  the  ancient  Romanes, 
writeth  : that  all  of  them  followed  their  labor  and  traueli 
fo  earneftly , that  hauing  neceflarie  occafion  one  daye  to 
fend  a letter  two  or  three  daies  iournie  from  the  towne, 
he  could  not  find  one  idle  bodie  in  all  the  citie  to  carie  it. 

That  great  Orator  and  Philofopher  Cicero^  mindingto 
teach  vs  how  we  ought  to  hate  Idleites , as  being  again  ft 
nature , iheweth  that  men  are  in  deede  borne  to  good 
workSjwhereof  our  foule  may  ferue  for  a fufficient  and  ki- 
uincible  proofe,  feeing  it  is  neuer  ftill , but  in  continuall 
motion & a<ftiori.  And  for  the  fame  caufe  he  greatlyxo'm-  . . 
mendeth  Scimo^  who  vfed  to  fay , that  he  was  neuet-lefleucScr*”^" 
quiet  than  wnen  he  was  quiet . Whereby  he  giueth  vs  to 
vnderftand  , that  when  he  was  not  bufied  with  waightie 
affaires  of  the  Common-wealth,  yet,  hisownc  priuate 
matters,and  the  fearching  after  knowledge,  were  no  lefte 
troublefome  vntohim,fo  that  euen  then  in  his  folitarines 
he  tooke  counfeil  with  himfelfe.  It  feemeth  (faith  this  fa- 
ther of  eloquence)  that  nature  doth  more  require  of  a 
man  fuch  adions  as  tend  to  the  profit  of  men , than  the 
doth  the  perfed  knowledge  of  all  things : feeing  this 
knowledge  and  contemplation  of  the  workesof  nature 
fliould  feeme  to  be  maimed  & vnperfed,  if  no  adion  fol- 
lowedit,  whereas  vertuous  deedesare  profitable  to  all 
men, for  which  end  nature  hath  brought  vs  foorth, which 
iheweth  fuffciently  thatthey  are  better  and  more  excel- 
lent . So  that  voles  the  knowledge  of  things  be  joined 
with  that  vertue,which prefer ueth  humane  focietie,it  will 
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feetui?  to  be  dead  and  ynpit^tablc:^ iTberefore  ChrjJfpw 
the  Philofopher  faid , that  the  life  of  :thofe  men  that  giue^ 
themfeluestoidleftudies;,  differed  nothing  from  that  of 
vol Liptuous  men  ^ So  th^  w.c  muft  not  ftudie  Philofophie 
by  way'of  fport,  buttoldie.end  we  may  profit  both  our 
felues  and  others>Now^ifadion  muft  of  neceffitie  be  joi- 
ned to  ftudie  and  contemplation, to  make  a happie  life/o 
that  otherwife  it  is  as  ii^were  dead  and  idle : what  fliall  we 
fay  of  that  Jife  that  is  void  bath  of  ftudie  and  adion , but 
that  it  is  more  beaft-like  than  humane?  And  how  many 
millions  of  men  are  there  in  the  world  ^ who  line  in  this 
fort,  andmore  in  Franmthaaain  any  other  nation  ? Yea,, 
howe  many  are  more  idle  and  leffe  careful!  than  brute 
beafts,  negleding  the  prouifion  euen  of  things  neceffarie 


Pythagoras  pre-  Pythagoras  gaue  .to  his  :DHciples,  this  was  out  iTa^e good 
ceptagainft  ftmtppcn^bti[hell:  meaning,  that  Idlenes 

idiencs.  Sloth  were  efpecialiy  to  be  efehewed.  Likewife,  when 

we  (hall  enter  into  the  confideration  of  thofe  euils  that  if- 
fue  from  idlenes  and  flotb,no  doubt  but  we  wiH  flie  from  | 
them, as. from  the  plague.of  our  foules  . .They  are.greatly  i 
to  be  feared  in  a Comrpon-w'eakh , bicaufe  they  open  a 

gate  to  all  iniuftice,and  kindle  the  fire  of  fedition,  which  i 
fetteth  a floate  all  kind  ofimpietie. Furthermore, they  are  | 
thecaufeof  the  finding  out  of  infinite  falfe  and  perniti- 
©us  inuentions,  for  the  releeuingof  pouertie , which  for 
the  moft  part  floweth  from  the  fame  fountaine  of  idlenes. 
This  mooued  the  wife  and  ancient  kings  of  Egypt,to  im- 

Notabiecxatn-  ploy  their  idle  pcoplc in  digging  of  the  earth , and  in  the 
pies^fthere-  ^p^v^ringfoorth  & building  of  thofe  Pyramides,thechiefe 
tZ  of  which  is  by  the  Hiftoriographers  placed  among  the  le- 

uen  woonders  of  the  world.lt  could  not  be  perfedly  fini- 
flied  before  the  fpace  of  twentie  yeeres,  albeit  that  three 
hundred  and  three  fcore  thoufand  men  wrought  about  it 
continually.  TheCaptainesand  Heades  of  the  Romane 
armies  fearing  the  dangerous  effeds  of  idlenes, no  leffe  in 
their  hoft,than  in  their  townes , caufed  their  fouldiors  to 
trauellin  making  of  trenches,  when  they  were  not  vrged^ 


Ofl41eric^?^SIothi&c; 

^)f  their  of 

Rhone.The  Emperor  CUndiHi  enioying  an  affured  peace, 
caufed  thechanell.Eucinus  to  be  made,thaD  Rome  might 
haue  thecommoditieof  good  waters;  about  which  work 
thirtie  thbufand  men  were'daily  imploied  for  the  fpacc  of 
twelueyeeres.^^/r/^«w  feeing  a generall  peace  within  his 
Empire,  continually  vndertooke  new  and  long  iournies, 
one  while  into  Fraunce,  another  while  into  Germanie, 
fometime  into  Aria,&'into other  ftrange  countries,  cau- 
fing  his  men  of  warre  to  march  with  him : faying,  that  he 
did  for  feare,Ieaft  they  being  idle  (hould  be  corrupted,  & 
forget  the  difcipline  of  warre,  andfobe  thecaufeofno- 
uelties.  And  it  feemeth  that  this  was  the  caufe  why  a wife 
Romane  councelled  the  Senate  not  to  deftroy  Carthage, 
leaft  the  Romanes  being  in  fafetie  by  the  vtter  fubuerli- 
on  thereof  f'which  onely  at  that  time  made  head  againft 
them)  (liould  become  idle . But  now  we  may  iuftly  fay  of 
them,  that  through  a lazie and  cowardlie  idlenes,  they 
haue  loft  the  dignitie  and  vertue  of  their  forefathers.  The 
Ephoryes,who  were  Gouernors  of  the  Lacedemonian  e^* 
•ftate,beingmooued  with  the  fame  reafon  with  which  the 
•Komant  Sctpio  Najica  was  touched,  after  intelligence  had 
of  the  taking  & facking  of  a great  towne  into  which  their 
men  were  entred,faid : that  thearmie  of  their  youth  was 
loft  . Whereupon  they  fent  word  to  the  Captaine  of  the 
armie , that  he  (hould  not  after  the  fame  manner  deftroy 
another  towne , which  he  had  befieged , writing  thefe 
words  vnto  him : Take  not  away  the  pricke  which  ftirreth 
forward  the  harts  of  our  yoong  men  . gdon  king  of  Syra- 
cufa  led  his  people  oftentimes  into  the  fields,  afwell  to  la- 
bor the  ground,  and  to  plant , as  to  fight , both  that  the 
earth  might  be  better  being’  well  drelTed , as  alfo  bicaufe 
'he  feared  leaft  his  people  (hould  waxe  woorfe  for  want  of 
‘trauell . So  greatly  did  thefe  ancient  wife  men  feare  the 
pernitious  eSeds  ofidlenes  and  floth,which  bring  to  no- 
thing and  corrupt  thegoodnesof  nature,  whereas dili- 
'gence  &exercife  in  good  educatio  corredeth  the  naugh- 
tines  thereof  V For  as  clofe  ^ters  (faith  putrifie 
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■quickly;,bi(:awfe  they.arc  couerod^fliadowed,  & ftanding : 
fo  they  that  biifie  aotthemfelues^butremaine  idle,  albeit 
ihey  haue  fome  gopd  tbi«g.in  theip.,  yet  if  they  bOTg  it 
notfoorth,  neither exercifcthofe  naturallfaeukies  that 
were  borne  with  theip^they  corrupt  and  deftrpy  them  vt- 
> terly  .And ^which’is  wooi(k,t^  c6fjc0pifief'jcc  (faith  Plat o)  and 
iHxurloufnes  are  (juenched  mth  great, jhar^e, and  continuall  labor » 
p)  are  they  handled  through  idlenes*  retc hie s and  jlot  hj^uil  matt 

can  find  out  nothing  that  is  eafie,  *PHt  there  is  nothing  (^faith  Se- 
neca J tt'hereunto  eontinuall  labor  is  not  able  to  attaine,(;^  through 
care  and  vigilancte  men  Come  to  the  end  ofmoU  difficult  matters. 
Fortune  {{ddxh.  a Poet)  helpeth  and  fauoureth  them  that  boldly 
fet  thetr  hand  to  the  vporke,  but  giueth  the  repulfe  to  fear  efull  and 
bafe-mindei  men,  Letysbeleeue  (faid  Pythagoras)  that  labori- 
ous and  paine  full  things  vpill  fooner  leadvs  to  vertue  , thanthofe 
that  arenice  and dehcat e \ ^ it/lnd  (as  H efiodus  faith)  the^^od$ 
UforcveKue.^"^  haue  placed freate  before. ve/tue : andtheway  that  leadethvnt9 
* hir  is  long, difficult, andcraggie.  A good  Pilot  feeing  a tempeft 
at  hand^,  calleth  vpon  the  Gods , that  they  would  graunt 
bimgracetoefcapeit : but  in  themeane  while  he  takerh 

the  helme  into  his  hand, he  vaileth  the  forefailc,and  brin- 
ging about  the  fpainefaile^labourethto comeoutof  the 
darkefea.  Hefioduscomm^und^ththc  Husbandmanto 
make  his  vo  wes  to  lupiter^  znd  to  . Ceres,  before  he  either 
ploweth  or  foweth,  but  he  mull  do  it  with  his  hand  vpoa 
the  plow  taile  . writing  his  la\yes,forbiddeth  a man 
to-ferclr  water  at  hk  neighbours  houfe,  before  he  hath 
diggedand  delued  in  his  owne  ground  cuen  to  the  clay, 
and  that  it  be  perceiued  that  no  water  fpringeth  there.  In 
like  fort,lawes  muft  prouide  for  necefritie,and  not  fauour 
flothandidiencs.  Byfloth  we  loofe  that  which  we  haue 
alreadie  well  gotten , but  by  diligence  we  attaine  to  that 
which  w'e  haue  not,  and  which  may  be  ncceffarie  for  vs.  / 
Proucrb.24.  paffied  (faith  the  wife  man)  by  the field  of  the  flothfull,and  by  the 
30.3 1.  vineyard  of  the  man  deHitute  of  vnderUanding : and  1 0 it  was^  all 

growne  ouertvith  thornes,  and  net  ties  hade  optersd  the  face  there- 
of,and  the  Jlone  wall  thereof  was  broken  downe . It  is  floth  and 
negligence  that  caufeth  a man  through  want  of  good  vn- 
® r derftan- 
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dcrftanding  and  iudgement  not  to  care  for  the  getting 
of  that  which  is  needfull  for  him,  bicaufe  he  feareth  lead 
he  (liould  loofe  it.  Whereupon  this  would  follow  (which 
is  a very  abfurd  thing)  that  nothing  how  deare  and  pre- 
cious foeuer  it  be  ought  to  be  fought  for  or  defired,  fee- 
ing all  things  are  fubied  to  chaunge  ^ yea  knowledge 
through  great  difeafes,  and  other  inconueniences  may 
beleflenedandloft  . Idleneffe  and  flouthdoe  not  hurt 
thcfouleonely,  butimpaire  alfo  the  health  of  the  bo- ofthebod^ 
die.  Yea  that  reft  which  a mantaketh  by  negligence,  is 
much  more  hurtfull  vnto  him,than  painfull  exercife.  And 
they  which  thinke  that  health  needeth  neceflarily  a con- 
rinuall  reft  to  preferuc  it  well,  vfing  that  goodly  pretence 
bicaufe  they  would  not  be  troubled  with  mo  matters  tha 
needs  they  muft,  efpecially  with  thofe  which  conccrne 
publike  commoditie,  as  alfo  bicaufe  they  would  not  take 
paines  in  the  ftudie  of  wifedome,  they  cannot  be  better 
compared  than  to  fuch  as  will  not  vfe  their  eies  in  behol- 
ding any  thing,  that  they  might  keepe  them  the  better, 
neither  will  fpeake  at  all  topreferue  their  voyce  well.Eue- 
ry  kind  of  life  hath  both  ficknefle  and  health,but  a found 
man  cannot  take  a better  courfe  to  preferuehis  health, 
than  to  imploy  himfclfe  in  the  pradifeof  many  good  and 
honeft:  duties  of  humanitie.  Yea,  we  muft  yet  go  farther, 
and  fay  with  Socratesyth2it  difeafed  men  ought  not  to  be  fo 
carefullof  their  health,  that  they  leaue  the  ftudie  and  ex- 
ercife  of  yertue, feeing  we  are  to  make  but  fmall  account 
of  death  it  felfe.  And  therefore  ^htarke  is  very  earneft  a- 
gainftthis  Bpicurianfentence,  Hide  thy  life  : which  was  No  man  ougTit 
fet  downe  by  Neocles  brother  to  Fpictirta , meaning  there- 
by  to  perfwade  them  that  would  liue  happily,  not  to  in- 
termeddle with  any  publike  matter.  ^utco»trarywife(fmh 
this  P hilolbp  her)  it  is  dtPooneH  to  line  Jo  that  ko  man  may  k^orp 
'any  thing.  Art  than  vicious  I Jhevo  thy  felfe  to  thofe  that  are  able 
1 0 admomJl),to  correB  cr  to  cure  thee /hat fo  thou  mayjl  amend  ^ 
repent.  If  in  the  k^o'fvledge  of  nature  thou  haU  teamed  by  fongs  to  . ^ 

prayfe  God, his  iuBice,and  heauenly  prouidence  : or  in  moralknow^ 
ledge  to  commend  the  ImJhnnMne  focietie,  thegouernment  of  the 
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cornmon-wedth^nd  therein  to  re(peB  honour, not  profit  e,  hide  not 
this  talent  Jbut  teach  it  others,  and  giue  thy  felfie  an  example  vnto 
thentofvpelldoingyOndofiprofiting  euery  one,  O diuinc  counfaij^ 

proceeding  out  of  the  mouth  of  sn  Ethnike,  zs  neceflsrie 
tobepradifedatthisday,  as  we  fee  it  contemned  of  fo 
many  wife  worldlings.who  fay  they  haue  the  abfolute  and 
{bund  reformation  of  our  eftates  of  France  in  their  head^ 
but  that  as  yet  there  is  no  time  to  {peakeofit.  Thus  fome 
bueidlelyandliketoReclufes  bicaufe  they  will  take  no 
paine,  and  others  do  worfe  in  maintaining  the  corruptio 
of  the  eftate,  and  in  cleaning  wittingly  to  the  deftruAiott 
thereof.  But  let  vs  proceed  to  lookc  vpon  the  fruits  of 
idlenes.  Itis  ofthatfountaine whereof curfed ignorance 
drinketh  and  maintaineth  hir  felfe,  and  from  thence  flow 
all  pleafures  folowed  with  bitternes  & griele,which  with- 
draw vs  from  all  vertuous  occupations,  to  imploy  our 
felues  about  all  kinds  of  trifles,that  are  neither  good,  ho- 
nell, nor  profitable,  but  rather  hurtfull  and  very  perniti- 
of'gaming.and  ous.Ofw'hich  numbcT  we  may  note  gaming,  whkhis  as 
rftheeffcas  common  amongfl  vs,andas  blame- worthie,  as  any  other 
““  ‘ imperfedion, feeing  hir  foundation  is  laid  vpon  lucre  and 
couetoufneSj  or  els  vpon  the  lode  of  time.  Thofe  curfed. 
effed-s  which  it  bringeth  forth  daily,  as  quarels,  murders, 
blafphemies, cogging,  ouerthrow  of  houfes  andfamilies, 
do  fufficiently  teltifie  vnto  vs  the  infamous  nature  there- 
of. Likewife  it  hath  bin  fo  abhorred  of  the  ancient  Sages, 
Ghiion  refuted  chat  being  lent  ftom  Laccdemoiiia  to  Corinth,  to. 

kaTuem’h  Jntreat  of  a league  between  thofe  two  peoples,  & finding 

diclts.  the  rulers  playing  at  dice,returned  back  again,and  would 

nqtfpeake  of  his  commiflion,  faying,  that  he  would  not 
ftaine  the  glory  of  the  Spartanes  with  fo  great  an  ignomi- 
nie  as  toioine  the  in  focicty  with  dice-plaiers.How  many 
happy  ages  haue  our  forefathers  paffed  ouer,&  yet  neuer 
heard  word  of  fo  vnhappy  an  exercifei'  And  fome  fay  that 
The  occafion  the  Lydias  were  the  firft  in  ueters  of  games,but  it  was  whe 
their  countrey  was  brought  into  great  neceflitie  of  vidu- 
inuentg^yr  als ; to  the  end  that  by  playing, they  might  find  fome  help 
and  mcane  to  fuftaine  andto  refift hunger  the  better,  by 

fpen- 
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fpcnding  euery  other  day  in  gaming  without  any  meate. 

Which  they  continued  for  the  fpaceof  twentieand  eight 
yeeres,preferuing  their  country  by  that  means  from  a gc- 
nerall  famine  through  the  great  fparing  of  their  prouifi- 
on.  But  now  adaies  we  fee,  that  men  are  fo  farre  from  re- 
compencing  the  fault  of  fo  vile  an  occupation  by  fading, 
that  contrary  wife  it  is  followed  with  all  kind  of  diffoliite- 
nes,gluttonie,riotandfuperfluitie.  And  thisisfeene  too 
muchinthefenew  faculties  ofeareleiTe  men,  who  haue 
taught  vs  this  goodly  prouerbe,7^/«r  a man  were  better  loofe 
than  be  idle.  But  if  they  knew  their  ineftimable  lode,  not  of 
mony  which  they  abufe,but  of  the  richeft  and  mod  preci- 
ous thing  that  may  be  fpent,  and  which  can  neuer  be  re- 
coueredjlmcaneoftime,  they  would  fpeakecleane  con- 
trary, That  to  loofe  is  worfe  than  to  be  idle,  bicaufe  it  is 
ioined  with  a naughtie  adion,  which  of  neceffitie  turneth 
to  the  detriment  of  himfelfe  or  of  his  neighbor,  & often- 
times of  both.  Among  many  goodly  and  holy  ordinan- 
ces, which  ^/phonfuslonnQ  o( Ferdinandoking  Spaine,  Aiphonfusdc. 
caufed  thofe  knights  to  obferue,which  he  made  of  the  or- 
der  of  the  band,  (himfelfand  all  his  children  being  of  the  ^ 
fame  order)this  was  draightly  kept, that  no  knight  (hould 
prefume  to  play  for  any  money  at  cardes  or  dice , or  giue 
hisconfenttoanyfuchplayinhis  houfe,  vpon  paine  of 
forfeiting  his  wages  for  one  moneth,  and  himfelfe  to  be 
forbidden  another  moneth  and  ahalfe  from  entring  into 
the  kings  palace.  But  bicaufe  the  nature  of  man  is  not  a- 
ble  to  abide  continuall  labor ,and  occafion  of  bufinelfe  is 
notalwaies  offred,  itdiallbelawfullforvs,  according  to 
the  precept  of  Plato  his  Academie,  to  bedow  our  leafure  Howwemay 
vpon  fome  honed  padime  and  game  of  moderate  plea- 
fure,that  is  not  far  feparated  from  dudy  or  vertue,  which 
will  notbe  blame- worthie  in  vs,  fo  we  vfe  it  as  we  do  red 
or  fleepe, after  we  haue  difpatched  and  ended  graue  & fe- 
rious  affaires  according  to  the  gift  and  facultie  of  our  fpi- 
rits . Moreouer  let  vs  propound  to  our  felues  for  example 
the  liues  of  fo  many  famous  and  graue  men,  who  both  in 
youth  and  age  laboured  to  do  good  and  to  profit  euery 
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onc,cftc6ining  it  great  honor  to  end  their  daies  in  (bch  a 
commendable  exercife  : according  to  that  faying  of  Eraf 

Ofpcrfcucrancc  • T'hut  follo'^  tb/Ht  v^hich  is good^  andjiyineto 

do-ryell,  iftheyJlMid  flillbefore  the  e»d  of  their  dates . For  that 
manloofeth  his  time  in  running  fu'iftly,  who  fainteth  be- 
fore he  come  to  the  end  of  his  race . Nothing  wili  he  vnpojfi- 
bletothee  ffaith  the  fame  author) y»  thy  hart  faint  not. 

' ■ Not  to  go  forward  in  the  way  ot  the  Lord,  is  all  one  with 

turning  backeward  : yea  , it  were  better  neuer  to  begin, 
than  not  to  perfeuer  vnto  the  end. This  alfo  is  that  which 
Cicero  teacheth  vs,  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  know  what 
ought  to  be  done , but  we  mull  abide  firme  and  lledfaft 
in  that  wherin  vpon  aduifed  & good  counfell  w'e  are  once 
refolued.  And  though  we  are  out  of  hope  of  attainingto 
perfeaion.yet  we  muftllriue  tocomevnroit./W^^  (faith 
he)  that  are  veeakenedveithdiftaire,  trill  not  vndertake  that  thing 
which  they  feare  they  jhall  neuer  be  able  to  fnifis : but  they  that 
wouldobtaine great  things, and  fuch  as  are  moft  to  be  defired,mufi 
tryeueryway.  Andif  any  man  hath  not  this  excelleiicie  of 
fpirite  and  greatnes  of  hart  by  nature , neither  yet  the 
knowledge  of  eucry  good  difcipline , let  him  take  that 
courfe  w'hichhe  is  able  to  attaine  vnto . For  it  is  great 
praifetohim  that  followeth  after  the  excellenteft&beft 
things,to  ftaie  in  the  fecond  and  third  place,  if  he  can  doe 
no  better. Thofe  things  are  great,  which  arc  next  to  per- 
feSion.  It  is  our  dutie  therefore  to  abide  firme  and  con- 
ftant  in  that  good  and  commendable  kind  of  life,  which 
we  hauc  chofen  from  the  beginning, fo  that  the  end  ther- 
ofbe  to  liue  well.  And  let  vslliun  idlenes  in  fuch  fbrt,as  to 
fay  with  Cato,  that  this  is  one  thing  whereof  we  ought  to 
repent  vs  moft , ifweknow  thatwehaue  fpent  a whole 
day,wherin  we  haue  neither  done  nor  learned  fome  good 
An  excellent  tdcAwf  .Ehocjlides  minding  to  inftruft  vs  in  this  matter,faid 
that  in  the  euening  we  ought  not  to  fleep,before  we  haue 
thrice  called  to  our  remembrance  whatfoeuerwe  haue 
done  the  fame  day, repenting  vs  of  the  euill,and  reioicing 
in  our  well  doing.  ^Npelles  the  bell  painter  that  euer  was, 
would  not  fuffer  one  day  to  pafl'e  without  drawing  of 

fome 


of  Idlenes, sloth, &c. 

fomeline,  meaning  thereby  (ashcfaidjto  fight  againfl 
idlenes, as  with  an  SLtrow.^Uas  kingoFScythia  (aid, that 
he  Teemed  to  himfelf  to  dilF'er  nothing  from  his  horfekee- 
per,vi^hen  he  was  idle.DiofjjJtu^  the  elder  being  demanded 
if  he  were  neueridle,anrwered : God  kcepe  me  from  that; 
for  as  a bowe  (according  to  the  common  prouerbe)  is 
marred  and  breaketh  by  being  too  much  bent : To  is  the 
foule  through  too  much  idlenes. This  is  that  which 
JtKijJa  the  Aphrican  would  learnedly  teach  vs , of  whome 
Toljbtm  writeth,that  he  died  when  he  was  foure  fcore  and 
tenyeeresof  age,  leaning  behind  himafonne  that  was 
but  foure  yeeres  old.  A little  before  he  died,  after  he  had 
difeomfited  the  Carthaginians  in  a maine  battell,  he  was 
feene  the  next  day  earing  of  courfe  bro wne  bread,  faying 
to  Tome  that  maruelled  th^VQ^it hat  iron  />  bright  and fhi- 
neth  Jo  lung  oa  it  is  v fed  bj  the  hand  of  man, -whereas  a honfe  fal- 
leth  into  decay  nhen  no  man  drvelleth  therein  fzs  Sophocles  faith) 
f faret  hit  with  this  brightnes  and  gbilering  light  of  the  fealCf 
whereby  we  difeourfe,  vnderftand,  and  remember.  The 
fame  reafon  mooued  Xerxes  father  to  fay  to  Darius , that 
in  perilloLis  times  and  dangerous  affaires,  he  increafed  in 
wifedome. Like  wife  politicall  knowledge,  which  is  fuch  a 
prudence,retled  mind, iuftice, and  experience,as  knoweth 
full  well  how  to  make  choice  of,  and  to  take  fit  oportuni- 
tiein  all  things  that  happen , cannot  be  maintained^  but 
by  the  pradtife  and  managing  of  affaires , by  difeourfing 
& fudging . Now  to  conclude  our  prefent  treatife,recing 
we  know  that  we  are  borne  to  all  vertuous  adions , let  vs 
flie  from  idlenes  and  (loth , the  welfprings  of  all  iniuftice 
& pouertie,thc  ftirrers  vp  ofinfinite  pafiiqnsin  thefoule, 
and  the  procurers  offundrie  difeafes  in  the  bodie,euen  to 
the  vtter  deftrudion  of  them  . And  let  vs  irpbracedili- 
gence,care,trauell,  & ftiidie,  which  are  fure  guides  to  lead 
vs  to  that  end  for  which  we  ought  to  liue,thatis,  inglori- 
fieng  God  to  profit  our^Hucs  in  honefi:  things , and  alfo 
all  therewith  whome  w^e  Hue,  wherein  conlifteth  all  the 
happinesand  contentation  of  the  life  of  good  men.  And 
let  vs  not  doubt  but  that  ail  time;otherwife  fpent,isIofi: 

time : 
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time : knowing  that  all  times  in  refped  of  thcmfeluns  arc 
alike  , but  that  which  is  imploied  in  vertue  is  good  in  re- 
gard of  vs , and  that  which  is  vnprofitably  wafted,  and  in 
vices  is  naught . Further,  let  vs  learne  neuer  to  giue  oner 
theeffeding  and  finifliingof  that  which  we  once  know  to 
Matth.io.ii.  belong  to  our  dutie,  feeing  that  without  perfeuerancc 
neither  he  that  fighteth  can  obtaine  the  vidorie,  neither 
the  conqueror  the  garland,  but  he  that  continueth  to  the 
end  (hall  be  faued . Therefore  let  vs  be  carefull  to  make 
profit  ofthat  talent  which  is  giuen  vs  to  keepe,that  we  be 
^auh.ii.3^.  not  found  euill  and  vnprofitable  feruants  before  him,  to 
whome  we  muft  yeeld  an  account  euenof  eueryidle  and 
vaineword. 
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H Ailing  hitherto  in  three  daics  workes  dif- 
courfed  ^according  to  our  iudgcment)of 
all  the  parts  of  the  vertue  of  Fortitude, and 
of  thofe  commendable  cfFedsthat  iftiie  fromit,  to  the 
correding  ofmany  vices  & imperfedions,  which  abound 
in  mans  nature,  1 thinke  that  to  end  this  afternoone , we 
are  yet  to  refume  and  to  continue  the  fpeech  already  be- 
gun by  vs  (as  alfowe  then  promifed)  of  one  principall 
point  concerning  true  magnanimitie , and  greatnesof 
courage, which  refpedethour  cnimies , thereby  to  know 
more  particularly  both  our  dutie  towards  them,  and  alfo 
what  good  may  come  to  vs  from  them , if  we  fuftaine  and 
beare  courageoufly  their  iniurics,forlaking  all  defire  and 
luft  toreuenge. 

A pretic  compa*  A R A M.  As  indufttious  Bccs  gather  the  drieft  & moft 

pearcing  honie  of  bitter  time:  fo  a wife  and  vertuous  man 
(faith  Xenophon)  knoweth  how  to  drawe  profite  and  com- 
moditiefrom  his  enimies,  vpon  whome  we  muft  beware 
of  reuenging  ourfelues,  leaftfas  TheophraHpu  faith)  we 
hurt  our  felues  more  than  them.  • 

Achitob.  It  is  the  propertte  (faith  Cicero)  of  famotis 
perfonages  and  nobieharts  to  contemne  mttrtes  offered  vnto  them 
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[1  hyi^owenmckedmen,  wbofe  commendation  of  a man  import  eth 
I fimedtJhonefiieinhim.Now  then  A s e R teach  vs  fomwhat 
I of  this  matter  wherein  we  haue  fo  great  neede  of  inftru- 
dion. 

Aser.  The  Cynick  Philofopher  faid,  that  if  a 'man 
would  be  in  fafetie  and  partaker  of  happineffe,  he  mull:  of  Coodfricndsor 
neceffitie  haue  good  friends  or  fliarpe  enimies,  that  the  neceiTadiy 
firftfort  by  good  and  wife  admonitions,  and  thefe  by  no-  rcquiredtoa 
table  iniuries,  might  withdraw  him  from  doing  of  euilL 
And  trueJy  if  we  confider  the  prcfite  and  commoditie 
which  may  come  vnto  vs  from  him  that  voluntarily  with- 
out occafion  giuen  him  (as  it  is  our  dutie  not  to  o&nd  a- 
ny ) is  become  our  enimie , by  gouerning  our  felues  ther- 
in  with  tiie  reafon  of  a true  Academical  prudence, befides 
that  wefhall  (liew  foorth  theeifeds  of  that  title  which  we 
beare,and  of  the  end  of  our  being, we  muft  be  fo  farre  off 
from  hating  an  enimie , that  we  (hould  rather  thinke  our 
felues  beholding  and  bound  vnto  him  for  that  great  good 
■ W’hich  he  procureth  vnto  vs  .That  this  is  fo^is  not  this  one 
propertie  of  vice  to  make  vs  more  afhamed  before  our  e- 
nimies  when  we  haue  committed  a fauir,than  before  our 
friends  ? Do  we  not  take  our  enimie  for  a fpie  and  enuier  ffiiTing 
of  our  life?  If  any  imperfedion  raigne  in  vs, who  wil  more  iheircnnmes. 
freely  giue  vs  to  vnderftand  thereof  than  he  that  hateth 
vSjWho  will  not  be  flacke  to  publiih  it  euery  where  ? For 
this  reafon  IHmarke  calleth  an  enimie  a Schoole-mafter 
that  cofteth  vs  nothing,  of  whom  we  learne  that  which 
may  greatly  profite  vs,  and  which  we  know  not . To  thk 
effed  he  maketh  mention  in  his  Apophthegmes  of  an  A- 
thenian  captaine  who  complained  to  Arifto  chief captain 
of  the  Lacedemonians,  that  his  fouldiers  blazed  abroad 
the  inaners  of  the  Athenians.  1 f the  Athenians  [Csiid  Art-  ^ 

Bo  vnto  him j did  looke  well  to  their  doings , they  (hould  ^ 
not  neede  to  care  what  the  Spartane's  could  fay  of  them. 

Thefe  things  being  well  confidered  by  vs,  if  we  haue  eni- 
mies they  will  be  a meane  to  make  vs  more  fearefull  and 
reftrained  from  offending,  and  more  earned  and  diligent 
to  order  well  our  behauior,^  to  dired  our  doiogs,  and  ta 

corred  ^ 


380 

How  men  be« 
haucthcfcluss 
now  adays  to- 
wards their 
enimies. 


Murder  for- 
bidden. 


Of  aiiEnemie,  of  Iniurie, 

corred  our  imperfedions.But  let  vs  marke  a litle  how'  the 
noble  and  courageous  youths  of  the  world  behaue  them- 
feiues  nowadaies.  Thereproofesandiniuriesof  an  eni- 
mie,  may  peraduenture  be  tolerated  in  fomefort  by  the 
skilfuller  fort  of  tbofe  that  boaft  themfelues  to  be  fo  curi- 
ous obferuers  and  ready  defenders  of  their  honor/o  that 
they  be  not  vttred  in  their  prefence : bicaufe  they  fay  that 
they  cannot  be  offended  at  that  which  is  fpoken  of  them 
in  their  abrence,and  that  they  which  fpeake  fo,will  not  a- 
uouch  that  (lander  before  their  faces,  which  they  rayfed 
behind  their  backes.  According  to  thefe  weake  reafons 
they  would  haue  other  men  iudge  ofreproch  and  iniurie, 
either  to  credite  or  to  diferedite  them  according  to  their 
power,  and  not  as  the  truth  of  the  fa<ft  it  felfe  requireth  : 
whereupon  alfo  they  paffe  that  ouer  without  profite  and 
amendment  of  their  life,  which  they  knew  was  mifliked 
in  them. There  are  others,  who  vpon  a bare  report  made 
vnto  them,  thinke  themfelues  greatly  mifufed  & harmed 
by  thofe  that  fpake  ill  of  them,  fo  that  prefently  they  pur- 
pofe  to  be  auenged  of  them.  But  herein  they  agree  al,that 
ifany  man  voluntarily  offefeth  iniurie  to  another,  they 
would  haue  chefword  prefently  to  decide  the  controuer- 
fie.  What  fay  I,for  an  iniurie?  Nay, for  a yea  or  a nay, they 
forthwith  thinke  that  the  lie  is  giuen  them,  and  that  they 
are  out-faced : fo  that  nothing  but  the  death  of  the  one, 
or  of  both  together,  and  oftentimes  of  their  deareft  and 
beft  friends  is  able  (as  they  thinke)  to  repairethe  preiu- 
dicatc  and  fuppofed  ofFence,and  all  for  this  vaine  honour 
of  the  world.  O deteftable  furie,not  to  be  found  in  mod 
cruel  beafts,whichfpare  the  bloud  of  their  fexe.  It  is  not 
conuenient,  that  any  time  fliould  be  loft  inreproouing 
the  fame,being  of  it  felf  fo  odious,  that  it  cannot  fo  much 
as  be  once  named  but  with  (hame,  trembling  and  horror. 
For  no  man  is  fo  dull  of  vnderftanding,  but  he  knoweth 
that  effufion  of  bloud  is  forbidden  by  God,  and  th^t  out- 
rage bcingin  no  fort  permitted, much  lelfe  may  a chriftian 
forget himfelfe  fofarre  as  to  kill  another,  except  it  be 
through  necelTitie  in  defe  nding  his  ownc  body,  or  in  the 
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feruice  ofhis  prince.and  country  in  a iiifi:  \rarrc.  Amongft 
allthcfenrentious  fayings  oiSocratatht  the  won- 

derfuil  workes  of  Tlato  his  fcholer,  1 find  none  more  di- 
uine,.  or  wooVthie  of  greater  praife  than  thatfentence  fo 
often  repeated  by  them,  Th^^treuenge  is  notinany  [on  to  be  a notable  Ten- 
^fed.  It  is notiptfli^dddi  the  fanie  Socrates^to  ojfend hough  rtucc. 
he  had  offred  vs  meng.  For  a good  man  neuer  ought  to  do  euiltyea, 
it  is  a great  deale  better  to  fuffer,  than  to  offer  contumelies  to  be 
flame  than  to Jlajs  bicaufe  the  one  bringeth  no  detriment  to  man, 
nhoisthefoule,  but  the  other  procureth  the  vtterruine  and  de- 
firutlion  therof.  Tliis  will  found  very  ill  in  many  mens  cares. 

^ut  if  they  wilHudge  without  paffion,and  had  eies  to  fee, 
and  cares  to  vnderltand  the  end  of  their  being  & calling, 
as  alfo  the  reafon  of  true  prudence  & generofitie  taught 
vs  in  the  ftudie  ofPhilofophie,  nodoubt  but  they  would 
fiibfcribe  to  the  opinio  of  thefe  wife  Philofophers,  agree- 
ing very  well  with  that  whicliis  taught  vs  by  the  (pirite  of 
God,who  condemneth  the  murderer,  andhiin  that  offer  Leuir.24.17. 
rethwrongandiniurie  to  another  ; but  calleth  hfmfelfe 
the  defender  orinnocencie,andfuch  a one  as  returncth  a Matth.j.io. 
double  reward  and  recompcnce  to  thofe  that  ftiffer  for 
righteoiifnes  and  equitie.  Who  may  therfore  doubt  but 
that  it  is  farre  better  to  receiiie  than  to  do  euil,  to  be  kil- 
led than  to  kill,  feeing  by  the  one  the  good  houre  of  oar 
perpetuall  reft  andfelicitie  is  haftened  forward,  & by  the 
other  we  are  vtterly  fruftrated  thereof,  and  throwen  into 
a hell  of  eternal!  fire  ? So  that  if  we  ende.uor  to  ihew  forth 
theeffedsoftrue  magaanimitie  and  greatneffe  of  laart, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  to  beare  and  to  endure  with  al  mo- 
deftie  and  patience  the  outrages  and  wrongs  ofour  eni-  HepaSjSi 
mies,  isthemarkeofthatvertue  which  is  moftabfolure  abadgeoFa 
andperfed.  Thatitisfo^dothitnotappeereiifthis,  that 
vertue  confifteth  in  dilficult  things?  And  that  vertue  that 
commetb  neereft  to  the  diuine  nature,which  is  hardeft  to 
be  obtainedjandleaft  familiar  with men,  is  it  not  more 
woorthie  and  befeeming  a noble  and  valiant  man,  than 
all  the  reft  > Vnto  which  may  we  attribute  better  this 
marke  than  to  the  vertue  of  patience, whereof  we  haue.al- 

readie 


j 8 z Of  an  Enimie,  of  Iniuric, 

readic  intreated  ? We  fee  no  man  vpon  earth  of  fo  bafe  e- 
ftate^no  woman  fo  feeble  and  weake,no  lining  creature  fo 
litle,but  if  they  be  ftriken,  they  will  reuenge  themfelues 
very  willingly  as  wel  as  they  can . How  greatly  then  ought 
this  vertue  to  be  accounted  of,which  forceth  this  natural 
lull  of  reuenge, bred  in  al  liuing  creatures.and  how  noble 
muft  the  mind  of  that  man  needs  be,which  is  able  to  ma- 
fter  fuch  a violent  paflion,fo  common  to  all  men,  thereby 
procuringto  itielfe  the  nameof  a mild  and  gratious  Ipi- 
rit,andrcadie  to  forgiue,which  is  proper  and  peculiar  to 
the  diuine  nature  ? Therfore  that  great  monarch  Alextm- 
der  faid,T/i4f  <*  man  wronved  had  need  of a mor  enable  hart  to  for- 
fine  his  enimie,thd  to  be  reneged  of  him  & to  kil  fc*«.Behold  the 
faying  of  as  noble  a prince  as  euer  the  earth  bare:  What 
can  the  Courtiers  of  thefe  times  fay  to  the  contrarie?  It  is 
■ a great  vertue  (faith  EpiBetns)  not  to  hurt  him  of  vehom  thou 

Aeommenda-  artmifufed.  It  is  avery  commendable  thing  to  pardon  him  tthom 
Wekindofre-  thon  might  ell  hurt,  andit  is  a praife-woorthie  kind  of  reuenge  to 

let  them  go  in  peace  that  are  ouercome.  Therefore  Pittaciu  the 
Sage  hauing  one  in  his  power  that  had  dealt  contumeli- 
oully  with  him.he  fuifered  him  to  depart  vnharmed,  fay- 
in  g,That  pardon  rras  better  than  reuenge,  the  one  being  proper  to 
thejbiritofaman,  the  other  of  a cruel  beall.  But  further,  al- 
though it  were  onely  in  relpeft  of  our  own  benefit  during 
ouiTife,we  ought  to  (hunneall  motions  ofiniurie,and  all 
defire  of  reuenge:  forafmucli  as  we  cannot  either  deter- 
mine or  execute  the  fame,  but  with  a thoufand  perturba- 
tions,whichcaulevsto  wantthe  reft  and  tranquillitie  of 
our  foules,  wherein  all  our  happineffe  and  felicitie  confi- 
Oood  cronfaiic  fteth.  And  therfore  faith,  Ifhe  that  wronged  thee  be 

of  Senwa.  fpeoker  than  thou, forgiue  him ; if  he  be  mightier,  Jpare  thy  felfe. 

For  whofoeuernouriftiethhis  neighbors  anger,  whofoe- 
uer  prouoketh  & incenfeth  him  more,  when  he  feeth  him 

vehement  and  importunate  againft  him,  he  committeth 

two  faults.Firft  he  hateth  himfelfe  by  procuring  his  owne 
trouble  andgriefe  : Secondly, his  brother ,bicaufe  he  ma- 
keth  him  fad,  and  vexeth  him . Moreouer'prudent  men 
rng"ifcw.r  (as  Tbeophrafltss  [tilth)  ought  to  doe  nothing  in  choler. 
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For  that  vnreafonable  part  of  the  foulc  being  mooned, 
forefeeth  nothing  wifely,  but  being  driuen  forward  with 
a contentious  defire,  fuffereth  it  felfe  to  be  caried  hi- 
ther and  thither,as  ifit-\^ere  drunken.  Alfo  we  muft  take 
great  heed, that  we  do  not  alwaies  put  in  execution  what- 
ioeuer  wehaueamind  vnto,  but  onely  that  which  mode- 
rate reafon  commandeth  vs.  Wherein  we  fiial  deferue  the 
praife  of  true  Magnanimity,if  I fay, we  can  command  our 
lelues  and  all  vehemencie  of  choler , which  driueth  men 
forward  to  be  auenged  on  their  enimies,  & isanadthat 
fauoureth  more  of  a vile  and  abiedhart,  drawing  neere 
to  brutiih  fiercenes,than  of  a noble  mind,  which  defpifeth 
whatfoeuer  is  earthlie,  mortall , and  vading , that  it  may 
thinke  of  nothing  butofheauenand  immortalitie  . This 
is  that  which  the  lludie  of  our  Philofophieteacheth  vs  : & 
cuen  as  expert  Phifitions  knowe  howto  draw  medicines 
apt  for  the  preferuation  of  life  out  of  ferpents,  poifons,  & 
other  deadly  and  venemous  things  : fo  we  ought  to  draw  AnaptfimiU* 
from  our  enimies,  not  their  life,  which  ought  robe  onely 
in  the  power  of  Godandofhisiuftice,  butprofit  &com- 
modicie  by  their  backbitings,  reproches,and  iniuries. 

Which  willeafily  be  done,  if  we  make  fmall  account  of 
their  intent,  and  confider  narrowly  the  fad  which  they 
fpeakeillof,totheend,thatif  webeguiltieof  that  which  backbiting  of 
they  condemn  in  vs, we  may  purge  and  corredour  felues. 

And  iffo  be  they  harme  vs  wrongfully,-  their  impudencie 
will  caufe  their  reproches  and  iniuries  to  be  turned  back, 
and  fent  againft  themrelues,togither  with  that  ftiame and 
dammage, which  they  thought  to  procure  vnto  vs,  wher- 
aswefliall  beno  lefie  honeft  and  vertuous  men  than  be- 
fore . So  that  the  beft  reuenge  and  moft  honorable  vido- 
rie,which  wxcan  carie  away  from  our  enimies,  will  be  to 
furpaffe  them  in  diligence,bountie,magnanimitie,  good- 
turnes,and  in  all  vertuous  adions ; whereby  they  wilfoo- 
ner  perceiue  and  confelTe  them  felues  vanquiihed  &con- 
ftrained  to  flop  their  mouth,  and  to  reprelTe  their  toong, 
than  by  any  other  force , which  we  can  oppofe  againft 
them.Then  may  we  fay,  that  as  he  who  enterprifed  to  kill 
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Trornttheut  the  ThelTalicn  gaue  him  fd  grpt  a blo\re  widi 
a fa’ord  vpon  an  apoftume  u'hich  put  him  in  danger  of 
death,  that  by  lancing  it  he  faued  his  life  contrary  to  his 
meaning:  fo  the  iniuridus  fpeeches  of  our  enimies  vttred 
in  tt'rath  & of  ill  will  to  hurt  vs,  haue  been  the  cauie  of  cu- 
ring many  euils  hi  vs  whereof  we  made  no  account,  and 
of  making  vs  much  better  than  we  were  before . But  bi- 
caufc  iniurie  feemeth  fo  hard  and  vneafie  to  be  tolerated 
bythcimbecillitieofmans  nature,  which  is  fofoone  ot- 
■ fended, and  by  the  hart  of  man  being  fullof  reuenge,  let 
vs  yet  fee  whether  we  can  find  any  remedie,  if  not  to  cure 
that  which  is  incurable,at  leaft  wife  to  purge  and  to  clenfe 

Howman^r  fhe  Accidents  ofthis  euil.  Iniurie  is oftered either  to  tlie 
ceSueSbrie*'' goods,to  thehonouror  to  the  perfon  of  aman.  As  tou- 
ching the  firft  and  laft,namely  ,the  fpoiling  of  our  goods, 
and  violence  offred  to  our  perfon,  what  other  reuenge  ei- 
ther by  the  lawe  of  God  or  of  man  can  we  haue,  than  to 
repul fe  force  with  force,  ! meane,  when  weare  conftrai- 
ned  thereunto,  orclfe  by  way  of  the  prince  his  luftice, 
which  isopen  to  euery  one  t If  any  haue  robbed  thee, 
muff  thou  become  a thiefe  or  fatiffic  thy  felfe  by  thine 
owne  ftrength  ? Much  Icffc  oughteft  tliou  to  fee  thy  felfe 

againft  him  that  is  not  faultie,as  many  do.  If  thou  being 

the  weaker  art  ouertaken,  hurt  and  wronged,  oughtdl 
thou  to  vfe  new  force,  violence  and  murder  to  reuenge 

thy  felfe,  and  to  repaire  thy  iniurie  receiued  ? 7 he  fword 

is  in  the  hands  of  the  king  and  of  the  magiftratc  that  re- 
prefenteth  his  perfon:  anditbelongethtohim  onely  to 
vfe  it  againft  them  that  trouble  publike  tranquillitie  and 
ciuil  focietie : to  the  end  there  fliould  be  no  fliew,  that  any 
other  either  w'ould  or  durft  meddle  with  the  foueraign- 
tie,  whofegreatnelTeandpreferuation  conlifteth  in  the 
adminiftration  ofiuftice.  Yea  the  lawes  haue  alwaies  fo 

abhorred  violence  and  priuate  force,  that  they  haue  re- 
MtnmiiftnM  ftored  thicucs  atid  tobbets  into  tholc  placcs  whicli  they 
vniuftly  pofleffed,  ifthey  had  beendriuen  from  them  by 
hands,  allhough  violence.  But  Ibmeman  will  lay,  that  thele  things  ought 
in  deed  to  be  dulie  confidered  of  if  luftice  were  executed. 
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and  had  notforfaken  the  earth  to  dw^ell  in  heauen  . And 
ho\r  then  canft  thou  execute  ic/eeing  thou  art  not  called 
to  do,but  to  demand  iuftice?  Tarie,and  the  iufl  Judge  wil 
returne double  that  which  hath  been  vniuftly  taken  from 
thee, which  thou  haft  ruffered,or  which  hath  been  denied 
thee,  euen  then  when  thou  flialt  haue  greater  neede  than 
now  that  thy  dales  are  To  fliort ; and  then  thou  flialt  liuc 
for  euer  of  that  which  thou  haft  reaped  in  this  poorc  and 
miferable  life.  Concerhing  honor^theiniurie  whereof  we  ofthe  offence 
feare  more  than  of  the  other , let  vs  know,  thatit  cannot 
be  hurt  in  a good  man , bicaufe  vertue,  which  is  inuinci- 
bIe,prote(ftech,and  defendeth  it.Biit  now  adaies  wc  fetch 
it  notfo  farre  off . For  we  will  haue  our  honor  tied  to  the 
value  opinion  of  the  world,  which  reiedeth  and  contem- 
neth  thofe  men  as  cowards  and  bafc-minded , that  haue 
but  once  put  vp  the  leaft  iniurie  offered  by  another  : but 
honoreth  as  noble  and  courageous  thofe  that  can  luftilic 
kill  their  enimies.  This  is  the  caufe  why  many, who  would 
willingly  forget  an  iniurie  receiued,dare  notdoit  forloue 
of  their  friends  : as  alfo  bicaufe  they  fee,  thatit  would  ra- 
ther be  imputed  vnto  them  as  a toke  of  a faint  hart,  than 
of  a defire  to  followe  reafon . But  let  all  thefe  blood-fuc- 
kers,enclined  CO  reuenge  & to  murder , couer  their  beaft- 
lie  cruel  tie  afwell  as  they  can,  yet  haue  they  no  other  rea-  quarSi^r^ 
fon  to  difguifc  it  but  this,that  it  is  a vfuall  kind  of  behaui- 
our  now  a daies  amongeft  men,  to  the  ende  they  may  be 
welcomed,praifed,andfauouredofKinges,  Princes,  and 
great  Lords,otherwife  they  muft  take  a Coole,and  Quit  vp 
themfelues  in  fome  cloifter.But  they  muft  needes  aftirme 
thiswithall , that  they  had  rather  vndoe  andcondemne 
themfelues  with  the  muItitude,fo  they  may  haue  w^oridlie 
honour  , than  be  fa ued  with  the  fmall  number  of  honeft 
men ; except  peraduenture  they  will  fay,  that  they  knowe 
no  other  life  but  this, & that  they  liue  onely  for  the  world, 
without  beleefe  or  hope  of  a fecond  and  eternall  life.  And 
i albeit  they  confeQe  afecond  life  with  their  mouth  , yet 
their  deeds  declare  fuftieiently , that  they  are  altogither 
ignorant  of  the  nature  and  happines  of  the  other  life, and 
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that  they  care  not  greatly  to  come  vnto  it . But  let  vs  that 

Socrates voia  of  ate  better  inftruaedimirate5<;<T<»f«, who, being  counfel- 

rcucngc.  led'to  reucng  a wrong  receiued,made  this  anlwer:  What? 

If  a Maftie  had  bit  me,or  an  Affe  giuen  me  a blow,  would 
■ you  haue  me  ferue  writs  vpon  them?  So  let  ys  behaue  our 
fellies  towards  them  that  are  froward  & vitious , making 
a great  deale  leffe  account  of  their  iniuries,than  of  a blow 
that  hurteth  : which  they  cannot  do  at  all  to  our  honour. 

As  for  good  men  we  (hall  neuer  behurt  by  them.  Now,if 
we  draw  neere,  although  neuer  fo  little,  to  theperfedion 
Wc  muft  not  be  of  fuch  a nature  , much  leffe  ought  we  to  be  prouoked  & 
mooned  with  vp  through  any  laughter  or  gibing.,  which  cannot 

touch  or  offend  any, but  thofe  that  are  troubled  and  can- 
ed  away  with  paffions  .Thus  much  did  Socranj  wifely  giuc 

one  to  vnderftand,  who  told  him  that  certaine  mocked 

him  : I do  not  (quoth  he)  thinkethat  I am  mocked.  Heereup- 
on  I remember  a notable  anfwer  made  by  one  Ptolemxus 
king  of  Egypt,  who  was  counfelled  to  punifh  a Gramma- 

VKUmata.  Thekingdemandingofhimby  way  of  gibing,  who 

was  father  to  Tf/ew.he  made  this  anfwer,  that  he  defired. 
firfltoknowe  who  was  his  father,  noting  thereby 

that  the  king  was  borne  of  bafe  parentage.  If  it  be  vnfeem- 
b fquoth  Ftolemetus  to  his  friends)/ar  a kmgtobe  mocked,tt 
, 'is  alfo  as  vndecentfor  him  to  mocke  another . Now  although  it 

be  our  dutie  to  tread  vnderfoote  all  defire  of  reuenge,  &■ 

tomakenoaccountofiniijriesandmocks  , yetis  it  law- 
full  for  vs  fometime,  if  we  be  difpofed , and  no  greater  oi- 
Howaminmay  arife  thereof,to  flop  the  mouths  offuch  as  are  iniu- 
«(.uirc  a mocke  g.  impudent,  with  a little  ftiort  replie : not  in  wrath 
orcholer,  but  with  a certaine  meekenes  and  graue  liiu- 
lin",  and  fomewhat  nippingly , fo  that  it  pafle  not  the 
bounds  of  modeftie . c'ato  k new  well  how  to  behaue  him- 
felf  after  this  fort,  who  being  iniurioufly  dealt  with  all  by 
one  that  had  alwaies  liued  wickedly,  faidthus  vnto  him  : 

/ am  not  able  to  deale  vtith  thee  in  this  manner  by  contending  mth 
'initsries.For  thou  haft  throughb  vfed  tloyfelfe  both  to  vtter  repro^  ^ 
ches  freely,  and  to  fufferrrith  eafe  when  any  man  offereth  thee 
wrono  ormitme.  But  as  for  me,  I delight  neither  m hearing , nor  ta 
^ ^ vttering 
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vttermg  them . Like  wife  DemoHhefies  anfw'cred  another  in 
this  fort : I mil  not  enter  into  this  comhat  with  thee,  wherein  the 
van^Hifhedis  better  than  the  van^uipjer,  Plato  alfo  being  tou-  Tlato, 

I ched  with  iniurious  fpeeches,  faid  : Cjo  on  to  jpeake  ilhfeeing 
I thoH  didfi  neuer  learne  to  jpeak^  well,  Lyfander,kA\T{\i2\\  of  the  Lyfxnder. 

Lacedemonians,being  reuiled  with  many  bitter  fpeeches, 

! faid  to  him  that  offered  the  iniunciSpue  out  boldly  my  friend, 
jpue  out  boldly  and  often,  and  (pare  not,  to  fee  if  thou  canfl  emptie 
\ thy  foule  of  that  euill  and  wickednes  wherewith  it  is  replenished. 

Shall  we  thinke  now , that  thefe  famous  men , making  fo 
fm all  account  of  iniuries  & wrongs,  had  any  other  bound 
than  right  andiuftice  onely  in  the  hatred  of  ^he^'icesof 
I W'icked  meUjOr  that  they  would  haue  fought  by  any  other  £tin°gtL'wic- 
way  for  the  fatisheng  of  thofe  wrongs , which  they  recei- 
lied  ? Letvsconfider  how  Seaurus  beb^ucd  himfelfe  to-  sca^riu^ 
i wards  his  cnimic  2)omitiuf  ,aga,in{i  whomehewas  toput 
I vp  a complaint  by  way  ofiiiftice.  There  was  one  of 
tius  his  feruantSjwho  before  iudgment  was  giuen  of  their 
I procefTcjCame  to  Scaurm,  and  faid,  that  he  would  difclofe 
vnto  him  a matter  of  great  importance  againfl  his  rhai- 
; fter, which  vndoubtedly  would  caufe  him  that  was  his  ad^ 
uerfe  partie  to  gaine  his  fuit.Buthe  not  minding  to  heare 
him  any  further,  tooke  order  that  hefhould  be  ftraightly 
bound,andfo  fent  him  to hismaifter.  The  meanes  which 
'uigefilam  vfed  to  liiake  his  enimies  his  friends, in  fteede  of 
reuenging  himfelfe  vpon  them , are  woorthie  of  eternal]  How Agefiiaus 
praife,  and  ought  to  mooue  vs  greatly  to  corred  our  na-  mfel lirtods 
turall  imperfedions , fo  much  inclined  to  reuenge  . For 
when  he  could  come  to  the  knowledge  of  them  without 
any  further  fliew , he  thruft  them  into  publike  offices  and 
charges.  And  if  it  fell  outfo  that  they  committed  any  of- 
fence wherbythey  were  drawn  intoiudgement,  hcholpe 
them  as  much  as  he  could,  by  that  meanes  winningthe 
friendlhip  of  euery  one.  For  although  we  commonly  fay, 
that  as  one  and  the  fame  funne  fofteneth  the  waxe,  and 
hardeneth  the  clay : fo  good  deeds  win  the  harts  of  good 
men , but  prouoke  the  wicked  , yet  there  is  no  man  of  fo 
perucrfe.a  nature , whomeamancannot  make  his  friend 
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by  plying  him  often  with  benefits , and  when  occafion  is 
offered,,  by  binding  him  with  feme  notable  good  turne. 
For  this  caufe  AugPifttu,  after  the  confpiracie  of  Cinm  was 
difeouered,  notwithttanding  that  he  had  him  in  his  pow-^ 
er, being  conuided  by  his  owne  letter, yet  he  did  not  one- 
ly  forgiiie  him , but  taking  himalfo  by  the  hand,fware 
friendihip  with  him,and  beftowed  vpon  him  great  eftates 
and  dignities , wherein  Cima  afterward  ferued  him  faith- 
fully .And  it  feemeth  that  for  the  fame  reafon  the  Veneti- 
ans hauing  taken  the  Duke  of  Mantua  their  deadly  eni- 
mie,in  fteed  of  taking  his  eflate  from  him, they  made  him 
theirGeneiallcaptaine  : fo  that  euer  after  he  abode  their 
faithfull  friend  . Po^tmw  ancient  captaineofthe 

Samnites,  theyy^ere  either  freely  to  fet  at  lihertie  the- 

^B^rnane  armie  iwhich  vpm  ffirfriz>edin  thefiratghts  of  the  mom- 
tatne  Apemmi^^rndfo  make  them  loyallfiefjds  through  the  bond 
off  great  a good  turne,  or  elf  to  put  them  all  to  death, thereby  to 
tak^fiom  the  enimie  a great  part  of,  his  ftrengt  h . N eithe  r may 
we  heerelet  go  in  filence  the  diferetion  of  Diortyfim  theel- 
dcr,king  ofSyracufa,  in  puniiliing  an  iniurie . ^ Which  ex- ^ 
ample  ought  to  caufe  all  them  to  blufli,  wJio  in  furie  and 
choler, after  an  iniurie  receiued,or  after  fome  report  ther- 
ofjfeeke  prefently  for  fome  cruell  reuengc.  1 his  king  be- 
ing told  that  twoyoong  men  as  they  w^ere  drinking  togi- 
ther,had  fpoken  many  oiitragious  words  of  him>  he  inui- 
ted  them  both  to  fupper  . And  perceiuing  that  oeeof 
them,after  he  had  taken  a little  wine.into  his  head  , vtte- 
red  and  committed  much  follie,and  thatcontrariwife  the 
other  was  very  aaied,and  drunke  but  a little,  he  puniaicd 
this  fellow  as  one  that  was  malitious,  and  had  been  hise- 
nimy  of  fet  purpore,butforgauetheother,as  being  drun- 
ken, and  mooued  by  the  wine  to  fpeake  ill  of  him  . Con- 
cluding therefore  our  prefent  difeourfe,  let  vs  learne  that 
itisthepropertie  of  a great  and  noble  mind  to  be  mild, 
gratious , and  readie  to  forgiue , and  that  it  is  a greater 
pointof  Magnanimiticto  furmount  the  common  nature 
ofmenbya  w^oonderfull  diuinitieof  the  foule,  than  to 
follow  after  that  which  beafts  are  able  to  do  better  than 
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we.  For  many  ofthem  in  this  earthly  generofitie,  where-  ~ 

of  many  men  make  fo  great  account,  excell  & furpafle  the 
bell  of  them  all.  In  all  debates  &controuerfies  without 
enimies,let  vs  retaine(as  Cicero  counfaileth  vs ; grauitie  & 
conftancie,  and  chafe  awaye  all  choler  : bicaufe  no- 
tJiing  that  is  done  through  perturbation  can  be  done 
conftantly,  or  bcapprooued  of  any . Let  vs  mt  be  afraid . 

(faid  tAntinhenes)  to  wifh  all  the  good  in  the  world  to  our  eni-  co"un^“.” 
trues,  except  va/ure,  which  may  ma^  them  rajh  to  venture  vpoa 
our  life:  and  let  vs giue  otter  allwill  toprocttre  them  any  hurt  or 
Mleaftre,  or  any  manor  of  reuenge.  Let  vs  rather  deftre  not  to 

befparedoftheminthofethingswhichareblame-woorthie  in  vs, 
that  fo  we  may  be  more  readie  to  amend  and  Correa  them.  Letvs^j, 

Imeourenimes,  blejfe  them  that  curfe  vs,  do  good  to  them  that 

Irate  andperfecHte  vs,  ouercommingemll  with  good,  and  leaning  Rom.u.io. 

alt  vengeance  to  him  that  hath  referued  it  to  himfelfe,  who  by 
power  direSleth  the  nets.fwords,  hatchets,innruments  and  [cour- 
ges of  his  wrath,  all  which  are  our  enimiesfor  the  amendment  of 
omlife : and  then  ftall  we  Ihew  foorth  thofe  true  cffedsof 
the  yertue  of  Fortitude  & Magaanimitic,  which  our  hea- 
aenly  Father  requirech  of vs. 


The  ende  of  the  ninth  dates  werhe. 
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OfluBice.  Chof.^-J. 

Rue  Philofcph/e  (^faith  Socra-^ 
tes):  is  to  k^ors?  and  to pra^ife^ 
both  prmJefy  and  puhUkely 
thofe  things  that  are  honefl  & 
iuft  . This  is  that  Prudence 
rvhich  t cachet  h vs  well  and  n(H 
hly  to  gouernehoth  domeHical 
\^and  ciuill  affaires,  the  name 
whereof  is  Temperance  and 
^Bice.  By  which  fpeech  this  wife  Philofopher  taught  vs 
the  ftraight  and  vnfeparableconiunaion  and  knot  of  the 
foureMorallvertues,  being  neuertheleffe  diftinguilhed 
by  their  proper  and  particular  effeiSs . Which  hauing  hi- 
therto oftred  vs  matter  wherein  to  reioice  our  fpirites  a- 

bout  the  three  firft  riuers  flowing  out  of  the  fountaine  of 

Honeftie,  thereremainethnowforvstoconfidcr  of  the 

laft  of  them,  whicbalthough  it  be  but  one  particular, yet 

intruthitistheveryperfedlionofalldutie,  and  is  called 
luftice : the  precepts  whereof  if  we  keepe  diligently,  we 
fliall  truly  become  images  of  God  his  effence,  & be  made 

accordingtohislikenefle.Letvsthenbeginmycompani- 
ons.to  intreat  of  this  great  and  heauenlyvertue. 

A M A N A.  luBke  (faith  Cicero)  is  the  miBrefeofallthe 
other  vert  (tes,  and  sts  it  were  their 'Q^ette . She  ts  the  ground- 

Se&ofluffice  works  of euerluBmgglorymdrenmme, 

ca^e  Iraife-woorthie.  She  putteth  a difference  oetween  thegoU 

and  the  bad,  which  being  tcken  'away  (faith  Seneca)mthmgfo- 
For  to  reward  the  Wicked  and  not  the 

good,  to  afTlift  the  vertuous,  and  not  to  chaftice  the  euill 

man,istomakeagallimaufreyofviceandyertue. 

«•  • Aram.  What  is  luFlice  hut  aodlineffe  (faith  Lactanttus) 
Whit  In  icei*.  ^ hf,,  the  knowledge  of  God  our  Father  ? Not- 

withBanding  inreffeB  of  vs,  JuBice  is  commonlj  taken  for  an  e- 
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qmUdifirilftition  of  right  andofkwes^  But  of  thee 
T o b)  we  (ball  prefently  vnderftand  thegreatnelTe  and  ri- 
ches of  this  precious  vertue^and  the  vnlpeakeable  fruites 
j which  (lie  diftributeth  liberally  for  the  profit  of  all  men. 

, A c H I T o B.  No  ki^gdome, common-wealth,  orcttie  ffaith 

^lato)  can  he  either  well  ruled  or  tnUituted  in  the  beginning,  or  Three  things 
preferued  and  kept  in  a happie  efiate  without  diuine  or  humane  In- 
ilice, without  the  counfaile  of  the  aged,  or  without  the  fauor  of  the 
heauenly  wifdome.  Now  that  isdiuinc  iufticc  (as  La^antius 
laith^  whereby  we  are  ioyned  to  God  bydeuotion  and 
good  will : and  humane  luftice  knitteth  vs  vnto  men  by 
mercie  and  humanitie.  Whereby  we  fee  that  the  founda- 
tion of  all  luftice  is  grounded  vpon  that  honor  & feruice 
which  we  owe  to  God,  whereupon  we  are  induced  to  be 
dutifull  to  our  neighbors  according  to  charitie.Therfore 
I we  muft  aboue  all  things  loue  luftice , and  apply  all  our 
I fludie  thereunto,  feeing  it  is  the  firft  and  principal  point 
I that  concerneth  the  diredion  of  a Chriftian  mans  life,yca 
! mo  are  partakers  of  the  fruit  thereof,  than  of  any  other 

|‘  vertue . luFiice  (faith  Seneca ) is  the  law  of  God,  and  the  bond  of 
I humane  focietie.  For  auoiding  therfore  of  confufion  in  this 
! matter,  we  fay  with  Plato,  that  luftice  obferued  and  kept  The  diftindioj 
towards  God,  taketh  vnto  it  the  name  ofpietie  . But  we 
will  enter  into  the  handling  of  that  luftice  onely,  which 
hath  refped  to  our  dealings  with  men,  being  by  the  fame 
"Plato  called  an  equal!  diftribution  towards  all  the  world, 
according  to  thedefertsofeueryone,  and  a fure  founda- 
tion of  cities  and  common-wealths.  He  faith  alfo,that  lu- 
ftice requireth  vpright  dealing  throughout  a mans  calling 

and  charge,and  that  nothing  is  more  like  to  the  greatnes 

i of  God,than  a man  perfedly  \vSk.<iArmotle  calleth  luftice 

a generall  vertue,  bicaufe  he  that  hath  hirperfedly,  may  i^thiS 
boaft  that  he  hath  within  him  all  the  other  vert ues.  For 
he  could  not  know  what  were  iuft  and  vniuft,  nor  make 
choice  of  the  one  and  die  from  the  other,  if  he  were  not 
prudent,  to  which  vertue  that  thing  doth  properly  be- 
long. Neither  could  he  exercife  the  precepts  of  Iuftice,if 
by  temperance  he  knew  not  how  to  moderate  all  his  pa(^ 
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fions  and  priuate  afFedions , not  fuffering  himfdfe  to  be 
ouercome  either  with  wine,  gluttonie,  luft,  couetoufnesj 
or  with  any  other  defires  and  motions , which  hinderthe 
vfe  of  reafon.Befides^he  could  not  pradife  one  principal! 
& diuine  point  of  iuftice,  which  is  to  fuccour  with  all  his 
might  the  afflided  and  opprelled,  and  to  prouide  that  no 
man  be  wronged^ifit  lie  in  his  power,  notwithftanding  a- 
ny  danger  whereinto  he  may  f^l , although  it  be  certaine 
loife  of  life, and  of  all  earthlie  and  tranfitorie  goods,  I fay 
he  could  not  pradife  this  , if  through  Fortitude  and  Ge^ 
nerofitiehe  contemne  not  death,the  earth,  and  whatfoe- 
uer  fauoreth  of  the  world,  that  he  may  be  (fo  farre  foorth 
as  his  humane  nature  willfuffer)  a follower  of  thediiiini- 
tie.  luftice  (faith  Ciceroyis  a conftant  and  perpetuall  will 
and  defire  to  giue  to  euery  one  his  right . She  is  the  pro- 
per vertue  of  a noble  minded  man , bicaufe  fne  is  profita^ 
ble  toothers,buttohir  feifefruitles,  laborious,  and  peri- 
lous.Yea  that  man  onely  may  be  called  iiift,that  profiteth. 
as  many  as  he  can,  but  hurteth  none,  thatis  alwaies  at  a- 
greement  within  himfelfe,and  is  a friend  to  God,to  men,. 
Thepraifeof  and to  himfelfe . luftice ffaith  Diogenes)  worketh  great 
^ tranquillitie  and  perfed  felicitie  in  our  foules . For  to  be 

afraid  of  none,  and  not  to  blufh  at  the  fight  of  any  mans 
perlbn , bringeth  with  it  great  contentation  , and  is  as  it 
were  the  perfedion  of  life,  which  is  proper  onely  to  a iuft 
foule.  luftice  (faith  Hefwdm){s2bch2L{i  andreuerent  vir- 
gine,  not  violated  or  defiled,  but  lodged  alwaies  with 

(hamefaftnes,chaftitie,an4fimplicitie.P/«<s^rA5/  calleth  hir 
the  Queene  of  all  the  world  . teaching  by  his 

riddlelike  precepts,  how  a man  ought  to  beware  of  tranf- 
grefiing  Iuftice,faith  : Gonotheyondtheballance.  If  wepur-^ 
pofe  (faith  T^Uto)  to  exercife  luftice  perfedly , wemuil 
tobc  make  no  differece  of  men  in  regard  either  of  their  friend- 
vfed  in  the  pra-  {hip,  kiiidrcd.  Wealth,  pouertie,  or  dignitie  . This  vertue 
aiicofiufticc.  OV^r<?>rcquirethof  vs  the  forfakingof  our  plea- 

fiires  and  priuate  commoditie , that  we  may  procure  the 
benefit  of  the  Common-wealth, although  it  be  to  our  pe- 
rill  and  lofle,And  thofe  men  command  and  gouerne  very 

wel. 
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weljwho  forbid  vs  to  do  any  thing  wlierof  u'e  doubt  whe- 
therit  be  iuft  or  vniuft:bicaufe  equity  is  foclecre  ofit  felf, 
that  when  we  doubt  of  any  thing,  we  may  be  affured  that 
there  is  fome  iniuftice  in  it.  Arinotk  and  Ckero  deuide  Iti- 
foce  into  thefe  two  partes,  ‘DiUrtbttfme  and 
Diftributiue  luftice  confiiteth  in  giuing  to  euery  one  ac-  difference 
cording  to  his  defett,  whether  it  be  honor  and  dignitie,or  S'a"" 

punilhinent.  Commutatiue  Iidlice  is  in  keeping  fidelitie 
and  in  caufingit  to  be  kept  in  promifes  and  contrads,  & 
in  behauingourfeluesnootherwifetoanother,  than’we 
would  be  delt  withall.  Many  parts  and  particular  duedes 
are  alfo  attributed  by  the  Philofophers  to  Iufticc,as  Libe- 
ralitieand  fundty  other,  whereof  we  will  particularly  dif- 
courfe  iiereaitcr.  But  we  muft  here  learne,that  the  end  of  The  end  of 
all  luilicc  tendeth  to  tlie  preferuation  of  the  common  fo- 
cietie  oAnen  . For  the  preferuation  ofthelawes  (which 
are  tne  Cjardian  and  1 utor  of  good  men,and  amortall  c- 
nimie  to  the  wicked)  is  fo  neceflarie  for  euery  eftate  and 
condition  of  life,  that  (as  C/cero  faith)  the  very  Pirates  t?,  n-- 

thieues  & robbers  could  not  liue  together  without  fome  ofiuftut  '** 
part  thereof.  If  we  delire  toknOw  more  ofhir  vnfpeakea- 
ble  fruirs,let  vs  conlider  that  which Panliu  the  Pythagori- 
an  hath  written,faying,  Inniceamongmenoughtinmy  pinion 

to  be  called  the  Another  andNurfe  of  all  the  other  vertues  . F^r 

v>>thoMhirnomancoMbe£ithertem^erate,va(iaM  orwudent  ■ 
theprofiu  r.herofw,llh  vep  euidem  ,fn^e  co^fiier  ali h,r  efea^.  D!„eren,me, 
For  the promd^^ce  of  Cod  ts  that  luUtce  vehich  gouerneth  the 
t^ldaHdbaththeprmapalitieouerit.  In  cities  and  uwnes 
litcetsrightlycalledEquitie  and  Peace:  in particn/ar  honfes  be-  ‘ 

treeene the hujbiindand thewife,  Vhitie and  Concord ; in  relbeU 
offermnts  totoards  their  maUers^good  mll:of  maHerstowards 
t^trfiruants,  Hnmanitie  and  Gentleneffe : and  in  mens  bodies 
Health  andperfeliion  of  the  members  . Thusyou  fee  that  lu- 
Ibce  IS  the  beginning  and  perfedion  ofall  the  vertues.  B v 
thecedKirtfayingsofancientandgraue  perfonages . the 
excellen^cie  of  this  holy  and  (acred  vertue  luftice  appee- 
reth  fufficiently  vnto  vs.  Yea  it  is  foearneftly  comniaun- 
ded  by  the  (pint  of  God  vnto  Magiftrates  in  thefe  words 

of 
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lerem.  it.  1 1.  of  exercifm  Ittdgement  andlnUice,  fo  often  repeated  . that 

&S1.3.  vvhofoeuerinfringethandviolatethit,  can  not  auoid  the 

curfe  and  wrath  of  the  Almightie , -which  wdl  both  light 
vpon  their  owne  heads,and  alfo  worke  the  deftruftion  of 
them  that  are  committed  to  their  charge.lt  belongeth  to 
whatiaftice  luftice,  to  receiue  the  innocent  into  proteftion  andlate- 
and  ludgemcM  rnaintaine,defend,fuftaine,and  dehuer  them.and 

to  ludgement,to  refift  the  boldnes  of  the  wicked , to  re- 
preife  their  violence,and  to  punifli  their  offences:  bicaule 
i^giftrats  are  therefore  armed  with  the  fword  and  with 
power,that  publike  peace  (hould  not  be  difturbed . This 
alfo  is  that  which  SoUk  meant  to  teach  vs , when  he  laid : 

thitthe greatnes  andfrefermtionof  all  Common-meahhs  conjt- 
fled  in  two  things,  in  the  reward  of the  good, dr  in  the  funifimet  of 
the  wicked:  which  being  taken  away,  the  whole  difcipline 
of  humane  focietie  muft  needes  be  diffolucd  and  come  to 
nothing . For  there  are  many  that  haue  no  great  care  to 
do  weljifthey  fee  not  vertue  recompenced  with  fome  ho- 
nor : although  this  befeemeth  not  a noble-minded  man, 
who  ought  to  do  nothing  but  onely  for  the  loue  of  yer- 
tue.Andagaine,  the  malice  of  the  wicked  cannot  be  bri- 
deled  if  they  fee  not  vengeance  and  punilhment  prepared 
for  offenders . All  thefe  aboue  fpecified  confiderations 
did  fo  ereatly  recommend  luftice  to  the  men  of  old  time, 
and  caufed  them  to  efteemefo  much  of  it , that  whenloe- 
ueroccafion  was  offered  tomaintaine  and  execute  ir,  it 

was  preferred  before  all  things  ; infomuch  that  the  rather 

did  not  pardon  his  owne  fonne.,  The  Egyptians  were  the 
TLe Egyptians  ancienteft  Lawtfiakers,  as  Hiftoriographers  report,  ana 
werezcaious  catcfull  and  diligent  obfcruets of  lultice  . in 

How  they  pain-  their  cities  they  painted  Judges  without  hands , ® 

Kdiudges.  prefidentor  chiefe  luftice  with  his  eies  blind-tolded : to 
teach,  that  luftice  ought  not  to  be  either  a briber,  or  re- 
fpefter  of  per(bns,that  is,llie  muft  neithertake  any  thing, 
nor  iudpefor  any  fauour . The  kings  of  their  countrey 
obferued  this  order,  tocaufe  ludges  v.’hen  they  were  in- 
ftalled  by  them  in  their  offices,  to  fweare,  that  albeit  they 
were  commanded  by  them  to  iudge  vniuftly , y^  t ley 
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fliould  not  obey  them.  Since  their  time,  the  ancient  Gre-  *rhe  Grecians 
ciansand  Romanes  fliewed  themfelues  great, true, and 
zealous  follow'ers  of  this  venae  of  luftice,  and  that  to- 
wzrdes  their  greateft  enimies.  They  iudged  it  a very  no- 
! ble  ad  to  accufc  the  wicked , To  it  were  not  vpon  any  pri- 
uate  occafion  or  paHion : they  delighted  greatly  to  fee 
! yoong  men  by  way  of  luftice  to  purfue  tranfgreffors , as 
grayhounds  well  fteiht  follow  after  wild  beafts.  This  can- 
fed  being  demanded  whatcitiefeeined  tohiin  beft 
I goucrned,to  anfwer ; t hat  city  wherew  they  that  ar  e mtyvron- 

I ged,  do  oi  egerly  follow  after fathfaflioMm  thebehalfe  of  another 
man  wronged,^  tf  themfelues  hadreceiuedithe iniurie . For  the 
; truth  is  ^qiioth  he;  that  they  which  violate  and  breake 
j lawes,do  not  oirend  one  man  alone , but  the  whole  Citie 
i and  Common-wealth:  therefore  euery  one  ought  to  de- 
fire  and  feeke  after  iuft  puniQiment.Moreouer,the  feueri- 
! tic  which  the  Lacedemonians  obferued  in  their  iudge- 
j ments, procured  fuch  a publike  fafety,that  for  a long  time 
they  vfed  not  to  put  either  lockes  to  cofers , or  barres  to 
gates.  aAnUotle  mdketh  mention  of  a certaine  countrey, 
where  the  inhabitants  were  to  aifure  the  fafetie  of  the 
waies,and  to  repay  vnto  paifengers  that  loife,  which  they 
I hadreceiuedby  theeues  and  robbers.  Neither  is  it  long 
I ftnee  the  like  ftatute  was  obferued  in  many  places  of  Itat 
I lie.But I ftand  greatly  in  doubt,  thatatthisday  itisilfa- 
j uoredly  kept.  O happie.yea  an  hundred  times  happy  was 
I the  golden  age  of  thofe  famous  men, full  of  heauenlie  fpi-  ^ 

' rite,  bieaufe  vnder  their  ^ouernment  luftice  was  had  in 
fuch  honor  and  reuerence . But  let  vs  rub  vp  the  memorie 
heereofbyfome  notable  examples  . If  any  thing  caufeth  Exampiesofthe 
Magiltrates  tocommit  iniuftice , it  is  chieflyethefauour 
which  they  beare,  & the  bond  wherewith  they  are  bound 
moreto  fome  than  to  others. Therefore  Cleonthe  Lacede-  ckon. 
monian  minding  to  dealein  publike  affaires, gathered  all 

his  friends  togither,  and  told  them,  that  he  renounced  & 

I difeharged  himfelf  of  all  their  friendOdp,  bicaiife  friend- 
; fliip  many  times  caufed  men  to  yeeid , and  to  ftep  ahde 
from  their  good  and  right  purpofesin  matters  of  iudge- 

ment.. 
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ment , True  it  is  that  when  we  hauc  nonebut  good  men 
to  our  friends , whoaremooued  and  pofTeffed  with  the 
fame  zeale  tovertue  that  we  are,  as  before  was  mentio- 
ned,we  (hall  neiier  fall  into  thefe  inconueniences.The  ex- 
ample of  ^ri^i/des  the  Athenian  his  loue  vnto  luftice,  is 
woorthieoffpeciall  remembrance  . For  calling  into  the 
law  an  enimie  of  his,  after  he  had  fet  downe  his  accufati- 
on,the  fudges  were  fo  mooued  againft  the  accufed  party, 
for  the  impietie  of  the  hd  in  controuerfie , that  they 
would  baue  condemned  him  vnheard;fo  greatly  did  they 
trivft  to  thehoneftie  of  the  accufer,that  he  had  fet  dowr^ 
nothing  but  the  very  truth . But  cy^rtHid€s , who  for  his 
great  and  rare  vertue  had  before  deferued  the  furnameof 
Iuft,went  with  the  accufed  partie  and  cafi:  himfelfe  at  the 
Judges  feete,befceching  them, that  he  might  be  heard,  to 
iuflitie  and  to  .defend  himfelfe,  according  as  thelawes 
commanded.  Further, one  writeth  of  him,  that  wheahe 
was  vpon  a time  fudge  betweenetwo  parties  that  ple*a- 
ded  before  him , one  of  them  faid  : my  aduerfarie  hath 
done  thee  great  wrong  ^risfides.Bvit  hefoorthwith  inter- 
rupting his  talke,made  this  anfwer  : CUy frieKdJecIare  on- 
ly whether  he  hath  wronged  thee . Tor  1 am  heere  to  do  thee  rig ht^ 
andnotmyfelfe : fliewing  thereby,  that  fuftice  ought  to  be 
executed  without  any  priuate  paiTion,  reuenge,  or  choier, 
wherewithal!  many  at  this  day  are  ouercome.  lunim  "Bra- 
mConfulof  Rome,  condemned  his  two  Tonnes  7/m  & 
Tiher  'iiis  to  be  beheaded , being  conuided  for  confpiring 
the  reentrie  of  Tanymnius  race  vnto  the  kingdome  of 
Rome,  from  whence  they  had  been  vanquifhed  for  wic- 
kednes  and  whoredome  . Truely  a notable  example,  and 
cleane  contrarieto  thofe  that  are  fauourers  and  accep- 
ters of  perfons . Bhocion  refufed  to  helpc  his  fonne  in  law 
Charillue  in  iudgement,  being  accufed  for  taking  certaine 
monievniuftly , faying  vnto  him  : that  he  had  made  him  his 
Allie  in  alltufi  and  reafonable  matters  onely . Alexander  the 
Great  vfed  this  commendable  cuftome  as  he  fate  in  place 
offufticeto  heare  criminall  caufes  pleaded , thatwhileft 
the  accufer  declared  his  accufation,  he  (topped  one  of  his 
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eares  with  his  hand,  to  the  end  he  might  keepe  it  pure  &- 
vprightpioc  admitting  thereinto  (as  he  gaue  them  to  vn- 
derftand)any  preiudicateorfaireimprefTion,  that  fo  he. 
might  heare  the  accufed  partie  fpeake  in  his  own  defence 
and  iuftihcacion.Truely  an  example  meete  for  kings  and 
princes,  that  they  (liould  not  ligiitly  beleeue  flaiinderers,. 
nor  giue  fentence  of  execution  prefently  vpo  their  report 
and  perfwafion  : bicaufethey  ought  not  to  take pleafure, 
or  to  glutthemfekicsas  it  were,  with  fonie  pleafant  pa- 
ftime,in  the  corredions  andpunilhments  of  men,  which 
is  the  propertie  ofa  tyrant.  Neither  ought  theyyafter  the 
punifliment  is  inflided,  to  repent  them  thereof,  which  is 
a token  ofignorance,and  bafenelTe  of  mind  ; but  luftice 
muft  fee  execution  done  whenreafonand  iudgement  re- 
quire,and  that  v/ithout  either  griefe  or  pleafure  . jugufim. 
Jim  C^far  know'ing  that  very  familiar  friend  of 

his,  was  accufediniudgement,  and  fearing  that  if  he  went 
to  the  place  where  the  matter  was  robe  heard,  he  fliould 
offer  wTongtoJufticC'  as  alfo  that  if  he  went  not,  he 
fliould  feeme  to  abandon  his  friend,  as  iiidging  him  cul- 
pable ; he  asked  coLinfail  of  the  Senare,with  whom  he  re- 
foluedtobeprefentac  the  iudgementofhis  friend,  but 
to  fpeake  nothing,  bicaiife  in  fodoinghe  fliould  neither 
do  him  wTong^nor  violate  iuftice.  king  of  Lace- 

demonia  deferued  likewife  great  praife  for  this  vertue,ah 
beit  he  were  a very  affured  friend  to  his  friend,  and  ofa. 
gentle  nature/eadie  to  imploy  himfelfe  in  the  behalfe  of 
ail  them  that  if ood  in  need  ofhim.  Neuerthcleffe,  when 
a friend  of  his  contended  with  him  about  a matter, which 
he  dehred  to  obtaine  of  this  prince,  faying,  that  he  had 
made  him  a promife  thereof:  If  the  thing  (quoth  hej  be 
iuft,I  hauepromifediqbutifit bevniuft,! hauenot  pro- 
mired,but  onely  fpoken  it.  He  vfed  alfo  to  fay,  that  he  e-  Proves  without 
fteemed  luificcas  chiefeof  all  the  vertues,and  thatvalure  is  worth 
was  of  no  valew  if  it  were  not  ioined  therwith,  yea,would 
beneedleffeifallmen  wereiuft.  And  when  certaine  men 
who  were fentvnto  him  to  conferre  about  fome  agree- 
ment, faid  one  day  vnto  him,  that  the  great  King  would 

haue^ 
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haue  it  fo  : wherein  (quoth  he  vnto  them)  is  he  greater 
than  Ijifhe  be  not  more  iuft  ? Whereby  he  iudged  verie 
well, that  the  difference  between  a great  and  a little  king 
taken  from  iuftice,  as  from  a kingly  meafure 
Sludeki«g-  according  vnto  which  they  ought  to  gouerne 

their  fubieds,  feeing  they  were  at  the  firll:  eftablifhed  to 
do  iuftice,  as  Herodotns  fpeaking  of  the  Medes,  and  Cicero 
of  the  Romanes,make  mentio.  This  is  that  which  a poore 
■Thillif.  woman  fignified  xofPhilUp  king  of  Macedonia,,  when 

fine  came  to  him  to  haue  hit  complaint  heard.  To  whom 
when  the  king  made  anfwer  that  he  had  no  leafure  at  that 
time  to  heare  hir,  (he  cried  with  a loud  and  cleere  voyce, 
"Be  not  then  king.  Whereupon  this  meeke  prince  (by  which 
name  he  faid  he  had  rather  be  called  for  a long  time , than 
by  the  name  of  Lord  for  a little  while  ) was  fo  touched  at 
the  hart  with  the  confideration  ofhis  dutie,that  he  retur- 
ned prefently  into  hispallace,where,  fetting  afide  al  other 
affaires, he  gaue  hirnfelfe  many  daies  to  heare  all  their  c5^ 
plaints  and  requefts  that  would  come  before  him,  begin- 
ning firft  with  the  faid  poore  woman.  Another  time  be- 
ing ouertaken  with  fleepe,  and  not  well  hearing  the  iufti- 
hcation  and  defence  of  one  Machetas^hQ  condemned  him 
in  a certaine  fumme.  Whereupon  the  faid  partie  cried  out 
aloud  , that  he  appealed  to  Bhtllip  after  he  fliould  be 
throughly  awake.  Which  being  noted  by  the  faid  Prince, 
he  would  needes  heare  him  againe : and  afterward  decla- 
red him  not  guil tic, paying  notwithftanding  with  his  own 
money  that  fumme  wherein  be  had  before  condemned 
him,  that  fo  he  might  keepe  inuiolable  the  authorkie  of 
TraUm^s.  his  fentence.  The  emperor  Traian  is  iuftly  commended  of 
Hiftoriographers,  bicaufe  he  alighted  from  his  horfe,  as 
he  was  going  to  warre,only  to  heare  the  complaint  which 
a poore  woman  was  about  to  make  vnto  him.  And  truely 
nothing  doth  fo  properly  belong  vnto, or  is  fo  well  befee- 
minga  prince  ofa  good  and  gentle  nature,  as  the  pradife 
and  exercife  of  Iuftice.  Therefore  when  the  Hebrews  af- 
I Sam  8.),  ^ of  Samuel, they  added  this/Toiudgevs  like  allna^- 

tions.  Yea  thefe  heads  which  had  the  foueraigntie  ouer  the 

before 
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before  were  only  in  the  nature  of  Judges.  It  is  luftice  on- 
ly,which  through  the  grace  of  God  caufeth  kingdoms  & 
monarchies  to  flourifh ; as  Archidampu  diAstty  well  figni^ 
fie  to  one,  who  asked  of  him  what  were  thofc  gouernours 
of  the  Lacedemonian  common-w'ealth, by  whofe  means  it 
was  maintained  in  fiich  and  fo  great  glory  as  was  then  to 
be  reen.They  are  (faid  he)  thelawes  firft,and  next  the  ma- 
giftrates  obferuing  the  lawes.  Moreouer  the  law  muft  be 
therulcofIuftice,as  luftice  is  the  end  of  the  law.  In  feme 
other  place  we  (hall  vnderftand  more  at  large  by  the  grace 
of  God,  what  the  law  is,and  how  we  are  to  obey  it,  where 
alfo  we  will  confider  particularly  of  the  duetie  of  niagi- 
ftrates,and  oftheir  dignitie.In  the  mean  time  let  vs  mark 
well  for  our  inftriKftion  the  notable  fayings  and  examples 
of  ancient  men  here  mentioned  of  vs,  which  do  ftifhcient- 
ly  teftifie  vnto  vs  how  greatly  they  recommended  the  pre- 
feruation  of  this  vertue  of  luftice.  Whereofif  we  beleeue 
|fcs  the  truth  is ) that  God  is  the  author, that  he  doth  con- 
tin  uallyexercife  the  fame  amongft  vs  by  vifible  teftimo- 
nies,  and  that  he  will  bring  it  to  a full  periode  and  perfe- 
(ftion  at  the  appointed  time,which  is  only  known  to  him,^ 
let  vs  take  good  heed  that  we  neither  contemne  nor  vio- 
late it.  Let  fuch  as  are  decked  with  diademes  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  ofluftice,  who  neuertheles  commit  this  dii- 
tie  to  others  vnder  them,make  choice  of  fufficient  and  a- 
blemen  to  bearefoheauieacharge,  I meaneable,  both 
for  their  learning,and  alfo  for  their  good  example  of  life. 
Otherwife  let  them  be  fure,  that  this  great  Judge  will  re- 
quire at  their  hands  the  wrong.that  is  offred  to  innocecy.. 
To  meete  with  which  inconuenience,&  to  take  away  the 
caufe  of  fo  many  abufes  & naughtie  dealings,  which  now 
a daies  are  knowen  to  fuch  as  are  moft  ignorant , to  the 
vtter  ouerthrow  of  a million  of  poore  families,  I rhinke 
that  this  is  one  of  the  beft  and  fiireft  means,  not  to  leauc 
Iuftice,which  is  fo  precious  a thing,,  to  the  licence  of  any 
whofoeuer  w'ill  take  it  vpon  him,  whereby  it  is  fet  to  open 
fale,as  it  were  fome  merchandife  of  fmall  account.  Which 
dealing  (that  I may  fpeake  my  mind  freely giueth  occa- 
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Thejnconucm-  fion,yea  conftraineth  thofe  men  to  take  bribes,  andto’be 
enccv^atcom-  couctous,  who  (according  to  the  counfaile  oF  lethro  gi- 
lien  to  xMofes)  ought  to  be  farthcft  from  it. For  fo  long  as 
Exod.  i8.  places  of  iudgement  lliall  be  vendible,  and  beftowed 

vpon  him  that  oiffeth  moft,  we  (l^all  alwayes  fee  that  for 
mony,fuch  as  are  moft  ignorantjWorft  liucrs  & vnworthi- 
ell:  will'be  the  firft  & chiefeft .Now  what  iuftice  can  be  ho- 
ped for  of  fuch  men  .>  For  after  they  are  once  placed  ther- 
in, the  chiefeft  refped  is  to  reape  gaine,  profit  and  aduan- 
tage,according  to  that  valew  & rate  of  money  which  they 
laid  out  vpon  it.  Did'my  office  coft  me  fo  much  ? than  it 

niuft.be  thus  much  worth  vnto  me.  For  if  I had  imployed 

my  money  elle-whcre,!  might  haue  had  thus  much  of  re- 
uenuesand  inheritance.  Truly  this  laying  full  of  inipietie 
neuer  cauled  them  to  blufli  that  haue  vtcered  it  fundrie 
times,  although  it  hath  wrought  the  fame  effed  in  many 
The  faying  of  that  hauc  heard  it.  The  Emperor  l^/f.Yiiw^/i^rjand  after  him 
LctcTttcu.^^  the  12.  vfed  this  fpeech  long  fince  by  way  of  pr# 

phecie,7i[?<^t  buycYS  of  Offices  would fell  by.reteiile  ^ deeiYe  as  they 
' couldjhat  which  they  bought mgYoJJe  . And  for  this  caufe  a 
wife  Politician  of  our  time  hath  written  very  learnedly, 
that  they  which  let  to  fale  eftates,offices  and  benefices, fell 
withall the  moft  facred  thing  in  the  world,  which  is  lu- 

■ ftice.  They  fell  the  common-wealth, they  fell  the  bloud  of 

the  fubiea:s,they  fell  the  lawes ; and  taking  away  the  re- 
ward of  honor,ofvertue,  of  knowledge, ^ofgodiinetle,  of 
religion, they  open  a gate  to  thcfts,to  bnbes,to  couctouf- 
nes,to  iniuftice, to  ignorance, to  impietie  : in  a word,  to 
A^ainft buyers  all  kind  of  vicc  aiid  hlthines.  Neither  do  I doubt  but  that 
ofofficcs.  which  buy  them  arc  as  greatly  to  be  reprooued  and 

blamed,as  thofe  that  fell  them  : bicaufethey  minifterlife 
and  nourilhment,  as  much  as  in  them  iieth,  to  this  mon- 
ftrous  Hydra  of  couetoufnelfe  and  lucre , which  fucketh 
vpanddeuoiireththefubftance  ofthepoore  . But  they 
will  fay,  if  we  lay  not  out  our  money  hereupon, others  wil 
doit  that  are  as  well  prouided  with  coine,  and  yet  perad- 
uenture  are  notfo  zealous  of  Iuftice  as  we  are. What.'' wilt 
ihou  doe  euill  for  feare  leaft  another  Ihould  do  it  before 

thee? 
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thee?  Befides,  if  thou  confidereft  thyfelfe  well,  what  lea-  ^ 

deth  thee  hereunto  but  ambition  or  couetoufnes  ? And  7. 
if  peraduenture  fome  one  among  an  hundred  is  touched  ' ^ 

with  a good  defire  to  profits  and  to  ferue  his  countrey, 
f whatcanhedoaloneamongfttenthatarecorruptedPBut 
I let  this  be  fpoken  without  offence  to  good  men,  who  for 
the  moft  part  bewaile  their  eftate  and  cond  ition  being  in 
fuch  company.  And  let  not  fuch  buiers  of  offices  thiake, 
that  bicaufe  of  their  bought  eftates  they  deferue  any  ho- 
nor, (if  for  other  refpe(51:s  they  are  not  worthie)  which  is 
the  reward  of  vertue  only;  but  rather  let  them  know, that 
j they  deceiue  themfelues  no  Icffe  than  thofe  men  did,  who 

thought  to  flie  with  the  golden  wings  of  Euripides. : ma- 
king that  thing  of  the  heauieft  matter  that  could  be,which 
ought  to  be  moil  light.  The  Emperor  Aurelianus  was  fo  jittrelianf^ 
fearfull  of  placing  an  vnworthie  man  in  the  feat  of  iudge- 
ment,that  he  neuer  preferred  any  to  the  dignitie  of  a Se- 
nator, but  with  the  conient  of  the  whole  Senate.  But  to 
end  our  {peech,we  will  hold  this,that  nothing  is  more  ne- 
cefTarie  to  guide  and  to  order  the  life  of  man  to  hir  pro- 
per & happy  end,  than  the  vertue  of  luftice : which  being 
taken  from  amongft  vs,  all  other  vertues  fequcfter  them- 
I feluesfarfrom  vs,  giuing  place  to  the  perturbations  of 
I . our  roules,which  draw  vs  into  mine  and  confufion . And 
[ when  as  the  greater  fort  being  well  inftrufted  in  their  du-  IucToHc?/'"*' 

1 heftow  the  adminiftration  of  luftice  vpon  thofe  men 

I deferue  it, opening  that  gate  vnto  them  only  for 

I their  vertue,then  do  they  put  in  vre  the  firft  point  requi- 
I fitefor  the  preferuation  of  their  eftates,  namely,  the  re- 
= ' compenfingofgood  men  . This  will  caufe  eiiery  one  to 
feeke  out  the  way  that  leadeth  to  vertue,  whofepropertie 
It  is  to  bring  men  to  honor.  And  fro  this  good  beginning 
will  proceed  the  other  point  no  leffe  neceffary,  being  the 
! intire  ornament  and  preferuation  of  luftice,  namely,  the 
: puniaiment  of  the  wicked;  fo  that  all  things  ftialbe  main- 
i tamed  in  good  order,to  the  benefit, reft,  profit  and  great- 
I nes  of  this  French  monarchie. 

i Dd  j 


Of 


40  2 Oflhiuftice, 

Of  ImuTtice^andof  Seueritie.  Chap.  ^2, 

A pretie  com-  A c H I-  AS  there  is  but  one  onely  waye  to  hitte  the 
parifon.  x o B . white , and  many  to  miife  it , by  iliooting 

^ ^either  higher  or  lower  than  is  requifite ; fo 
fareth  it  with  our  adions , which  cannot  be  good  but  af- 
ter one  fort^but  are  euill  many  waies  . This  is  that  which 
fiaerie  vemie  notcd  before  ill  difcourfing  of  three  principal  vertues, 
isythe  midft  called  Morall , which  confift  in  the  midft  of  two  vices, 
of  two  vices,  namely  : too  little  and  too  much.  And  this  may  alfo  be  noted 

in  the  fourth  of  thofe  vertues,  whereof  we  intreated  euen 
now,  whofe  defed  and  contrarie  vice  is  IniuHice,  and  hir 
exceffe  and  counterfet  follower  is  Seueritie.  Of  which  vi- 
ces , according  to  the  order  begun  by  vs , we  are  now  to 
difcourfe.This  matter  therefore  I leaue  to  you  my  Com- 
panions. 

A s E R.  They  make  themfelues  guiltie  of  great  Iniu^ 
ftice,who  being  appointed  of  God  to  pcrfecute  the  wic- 
ked with  the  fwoord  drawne,  will  (forfooth)  keepe  their 
hands  cleane  from  bloud , whereas  the  wicked  in  the 
meane  whilecommit  murder , and  offer  violence  vneon- 
trouled.  But  it  is  no  leffe  crueltieto  punifh  no  offence, 
than  not  to  forgiue  any  in  whomfoeuer  it  be : the  one  be- 
ing an  abufeof  clemencie,  the  true  ornament  of  afoue- 
raigne  : and  the  other,  to  turne  authoritie  into  tyrannic. 
Neuertheles  Magiftrats  in  the  execution  of  luftice  ought 
to  take  great  heed,  leaft  by  ouer-great  feueritie  they  hurt 
more  than  they  heale. 

A M A N A . Asa  Goldfmith  can  make  what  veffell  he 
will,when  the  droffe  is  taken  from  the  filuer ; fo  when  the 
froward  man  is  taken  away  from  the  kings  prefence , his 
How  the  throne  fhal  beeftabliflied  in  lufticc.Notwithftanding  the 
Sirbe  cSiif  feate  of  a Judge  that  is  too  feuere,  feemeth  to  be  a gibbet 
flied in lufUce.  ^Ireadic  ereded . But  we  fhall  vnderftand  of  thee  A r a m , 
the  nature  and  effeds  of  thefe  vices,  Imuftlce^md  Seuerity. 

Aram.  None  are  fo  peruerfe,nor  giuen  ouer  fo  much 
to  the  defires  and  concupifcences  of  their  flefli,  that  they 
can  vtterly  deface  through  obliuion  the  knowledge  of 
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good  and  euill , or  the  inward  apprehenfion  of  fome  di- 
uine  nature , both  which  are  ioined  together  in  all  men . 
Infomuch  that  by  reafon  of  that  which  vrgeth  them 
within  their  foules, they  are  conftrained  to  confeffe  them- 
felucs  culpable  for  their  vniuft  deedes  before  the  iudiciall 
throne  of  this  Deitie.  Therfore  with  what  impudencie  fo- 
euer  the  wicked  outwardly  gloze  their  corrupt  dealings, 
as  if  they  gloried  in  them , yet  feeing  they  haue,  afwell  by 
the  teftimonie  of  their  confcience,as  by  proofe  and  expe- 
rience,this  knowledge  euen  againft  their  wils , that  Inin- 
ftice  is  vnfruitfuljbarren,  and  vngrateful,bringing  foorth 
nothing  woorthy  of  any  account,after  many  great  labors 
and  trauels  which  it  affoordeth  them , the  remembrance 
of  their  vnpure  deedes  abateth  their  courage , & maketh 
it  full  of  trouble  and  confufion  . So  that  although  a cor- 
rupt and  naughty  man, during  the  fway  ofhis  vitious  paf- 
fion,perfwadeth  himfelfe,thatby  committing  a wicked  & 
execrable  deed,he  ihal  enioy  fome  great  and  aflured  con- 
tentation,yet  the  heat,thirft,and  fury  ofhis  paflion  being 
ouerpafled,  nothing  remaineth  but  vile  and  perilous  per- 
turbations ofiniuflice , nothing  that  is  either  profitable, 
neceffarie , or  deledable . Moreouer,  this  troubleth  his 
mind,that  through  his  difhoneft  defires  he  hath  filled  his 
life  with  fiiame,danger,diftruft,&  terror  of  the  iuft  iudge- 
ment  of  God. For  thefe  caufes  the  Philofophers  fpeaking 
ofIniuftice,faid  very  well,  that  there  was  no  vice  whereof 
a man  ought  to  be  more  afhamed  than  of  that,  bicaufe  it 
is  a malice  and  naughtines  that  hath  no  excufe . For  fee- 
ing men  haue  this  inward  fence  and  feeling,  that  their  ve- 
ry thoughts  do  accufe  or  abfolue  them  before  God,  they 
ought  to  make  account  thereof,  as  of  a watchman  that 
watcheth  & prieth  into  them  to  difeouer  all  thofe  things 
which  they  would  gladly  hide  if  they  could . This  caufed 
Cicerox.o{v^ ^ that  it  is  more  againft  nature  to  fpoile  ano- 
ther man, and  to  fee  one  man  to  increafe  his  riches  by  the 
hurt  of  another,than  either  death,  or  pouertie,  or  griefe, 
or  any  lofle  of  goods,  belonging  either  to  the  bodie  or  to 
fortune.  Andif  a good  man  neither  may  nor  ought  for 
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profit  fake^to  flander,dcceiue,Iie,or  execute  any  fuch  like 
thing  : it  is  certaine , that  there  is  nothing  in  this  world 
of  fo  great  value,  notreafure  fo  pretious,  which  ihould 
mooue  vs  to  forgo  the  brightnes  and  name  of  vertuous 
and  iu{l:.Now,as  we  learned  before, that  luftice  was  a ge- 
nerall  vertue , fo  Iniuftice  alfo  comprehendeth  all  thofe 
vices  whereinto  men  commonly  fall.  For  this  is  Iniiiftice, 
not  to  giueto  euery  one  that  which  belongeth  vnto  him. 
In  refped  of  God  it  taketh  the  name  of  Im^etie^xi  regard 
o^mQnyofdernaU  of  rights  md  lawes.  Our  difeourfe  is  of  this 
latter , which  bringech  foorth  pernitious  effeds  after  di- 
ners manners,dcftroying  all  duties  of  honefiie . But  not 
to  uay  ouer-long  in  the  kinds  of  Iniufticc , we  will  note 
this, that  we  are  fo  many  waies  guiltie  of  Iniuftice,  as  w'e 
deny  to  our  neighbours  thofe  duties  which  we  owe  vnto 
them ,.  and  which  our  vocation  requireth  of  vs : as  alfo 
wdien  wx  feeketo  inrich  our  fellies  by  their  hinderanc^^ 
whether  it  be  openly,  orby  finifterand  futtle  meanes  a- 
gainft  chriftian  finceritie,w'hich  ought  to  (hineinallour 
dealings  .Let  vs  fee  how  the  Ancients  hated  this  vice,  and 
fpake  of  the  pernitious  effeds  thereof.  No  man  (faith  So^ 
crates ) ought  to  commit  any  vmuft  aBy  horv  fnall foeuer  it  he,  for 
any  treafure, wealth, or  frofit,  which  he  may  hope  to  reafe  thereby  t 
hicaufe  all  the  treafures^ofthe  earth  are  not  to  he  compared  to  the 
leafl  vertue  of  the  foulest  or  this  caufe  all  men  iointly  ought 
to  hauethis  one  end  and  intent^  that  when  they  profit 
themfclues,  they  fliould  alfo  be  beneficiall  to  euery  one. 
For  if  all  men  fliould  haiie  refped  but  to  their  owne,  their 
vnitie  would  foone  bedilTolued.  isy4nd although  it  were  fo 
(faid  Cato)  that  JmuTlice  did  procure  no perill  to  him  that  doth 
pratlife  it  yet  would  it  to  all  others,  TUto  calleth  it  a corrupti- 
on of  thefoule',  and  a ciuill  fedition  which  neuer  loofeth 
ftrength,nonotin  thofe  that  haue  itonelywithinthem- 
felues.For  it  caiifeth  a wicked  man  to  be  at  variance  with- 
in himfelfe.lt  vrgeth,troubleth,and  turmoileth  him  con- 
tinually^ vntill  it  haue  plunged  him  in  the  gulfe  of  all  vi- 
ces : whereupon  afterward  he  eafily  ouerfloweth  in  all 
impietie,  not  caring  for  any  thing  buctofatisfie  hisvn- 
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bridcled  defires.Andif  it  fall  out  that  they  who  hauethe 
fword  in  hand  to  corred  Iniuftice,  do  either  authorize  oc 
prafdfeitihemfelues,  thenisthe  gate  of  all  miferies  ope- 
ned vponeueiy  one,  through  the  vnrulic  licence  of  the 
wickedjwho  wallow  in  all  kind  of  crueltie from  whence 
all  diforder  and  confufion  proceedeth,  to  the  vtter  ruine 
and  Hnall  fubuerfion  of  moil  floriihing  townes  and  cities 
and  in  the  end,  of  empires,  kingdomes  and  monarchies! 

Thus  doth  Iniuftice  difanull  the  force  of  lawes, which  are 

the  foundationof  euery  eftate:  itis  anenimie  togood 

nien,and  the  Gardian  and  Tutor  of  the  wicked.  Briefly  it 
bringeth  foorthall  effedscontrarie  to  thofe  which  we 
mentioned  to  be  the  fruits  ofluftice,  and  is  the  welfpring 

oftheothervicesthathinderdutie.IsitnotIniufticethatThtrfiaW 

giueth  authoritte  to  murders,robberies,violent  dealings  '"“■<=«• 

& to  other  damnable  vices,  which  at  this  day  are  vnpuni! 
ihed,and  ^e  the  caufe  that  of  many  great,goodly,  & wel- 
thy  families, poore  widowes  only  and  orphanes  q uite  vn- 
done,do  remaine,ciyingfor  vengeance,  and  expeding  it 
ironi  aboue , for  the  wrong  that  is  offered  to  their  inno- 
eencie  ? How  many  fuch  are  let  before  oureiesby  hifto- 
ries,  which  are  the  light  of  truth?  But  alas  the  vnhappincs 
ot  our  age  IS  growne  to  greater  meafurc . How  many  of 
the  greater  fort,Imeane  of  the  Gouernors&Magiftrats 
ot  this  defolate  kingdome  , . maf iuftly  challenge  that  , 

praife,  whereby />«-frfo,Captaineand  Gouernor  of  the  verkie.. 
Athenians , thought  himfelfe  more  honored,  than  by  all 
his  braue  exploits  donein  his  life  time,either  in  warre,or 
in  politike  gouernment.wherein  he  was  the  chiefeftofhis 
time,and  which  his  friends  laid  before  his  eies,being  rea- 
_ letodie,  therebytoaflurehim , andtocaufthimtore- 
loice  in  a true  immortalitie  of  glorie?  O fiends  ffaid  he 
vntothem)  Fortune  hath  had  hir  part  in  thofe  exploits;  hut  I 
t»ak(  greater  account  ofthis,thatlneuer  caufedany.  of  my  Coun-  . 

tolament,  ortoweare  amourning gowne,  which onefy 
tmng  ought  to  be  attributed  tomy  •vertue.  O excellent  and  ho-  Wagifttate 

notable  praife,  which  euery  good  man  ought  to  feeke  af- 
Kr,and  to  defire : namely,  to  be  no  caufe  of  bringing  for- 
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rowandgriefeto  the  common-wealth  through  any  a^ 
oflniuftice.  Moreouer  this  vertuous  Athenian  died  wil- 
lingly and  without  repining,  takii^  delight  in  an  accep- 
table remembrance  of  thofe  good  turnes,  which  he  had 

dottetohis  countreymen.  But  contrarj'wifc  it  will  be  a 
very  hardmatter  for  others,  who  haue  been  the  cauie  of 
many  euils  to  their  countrey , and  for  all  thofe  that  delight 
in  committing  iniuftice,not  to  die  in  great  feare,  horror, 
and  trembliBg,tormented  with  remorfe  of  confcicnce  for 
their  life  paft.Thc  whole  courfe  whereof  cannot  be  much 
more  happy,  feeing  euery  wicked  aSingendring  it  ownc 
notbihapp”  torment  from  the  very  infiant  wherein  it  is  committed, 
through  thecontinuallremennbrance  thereof  filletli.  t^e 
foule  of  the  malefaiSor  with  ihame  and  confufion,  with 
freights  and  perturbations,  with  repinings  and  terrible 
difquietnes  oflpirit.This  is  that  which ‘P/«f(jr%  faith,Tiii<it 
euery  micktd  mm  nmrnitting  a trejpajfe,  is  the  fri finer  of  Inflict 
as  foone  as  he  hath  done  /f.This  life  is  his  priforijOUt  of  whicb 
he  hath  no  meane  to  depait^ortafliejlxJtis  to  receiue  the 
execution  of  that  fentence  which  is  giueaagainft  him  by 
the  foueraigne  ludge.  And  if  in  the  meane  time  he  feaftit 
itcompanfon.  prcfcnts  and  gifts,  yeaif  he folace  himfelfe  with 

lundry  fports, delights  ^nd  pieafures^it  is  all  one  as  if  con- 
demneef  men  that  were  prilpners  (hould  play  at  dice  and 
cardes,  and  vfe  other  paftime,  with  the  halter  ouer  their 
heads  wherwith  they  muftbe  ftrahgled.But  there  are  ma- 
ny men  that  cannot  be  better  compared  ^2.n  to  litle  chil- 
dren, who  feeingmen  worth  nothing,  to  dance  and  play 
vpon  a Theater,  apparelled  with  cloth  of  gol  d and  filuer, 
or  with  other  rich  garments,  and  crowned  with  precious 
Acompaxifon.  ornaments,,  haue  them  in  great eftimation  and  admirati- 
* on,  and  thinking  them  happy,  vntill  in  the  end  they  fee. 

thempearced  through  with  great  thrufts  of  a fpeare,  or 
hewen  in  pieces  with  fwordSjOr  behold  fire  comming  out 
of  thofe  goodly  precious  robes  of  gold, which  confumeth. 
them.  The  felfe  fame  thing  is  done  by  them,  who  when, 
haucofthc  wic-  they  (ce  Hiany  wickcd  men,  either  placed  in  great  autho- 
thatpro-  ^ j dignitie,  or  defeending  of  good  famous  hou- 
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Tes  they  honor,admire,and  «fteem  them  the  happieft  men 

& moft  at  eafe  in  the  world : neuer  cKwifidering  that  they 
are  chafticed  &punilhed  fortheir  offeces,  before  they  fee 
the  either  put  to  death,  or  elfe  quite  falle  from  the  height 
of  their  fortune.  Now  feeing  it  is  a thing  flatly  confclfed 
of  thofe  that  haue  any  knowledge  of  our  Phtlcdbphie.and 

prooued  fufficiently  by  our  former  difcourfe,that  nothing 
can  be  called  honorable  or  profitable  which  proceedeth 
of iniufticcjor  of  malice,  that  excufe,  which  men  giuen  o- 
uer  to  vice,do  commonly  alledge  tocloke  their  impietie 
withall,  namely,  thatiniuftice  bringeth  with  it  very  ripe 
and  readicfruit,and  that  the  punifliment  if  there  be  any, 
commeth  very  late,  and  long  time  after  the  delight  taken 
by  the  offence,hath  no  more  any  Ihew  of  reafen  in  it . For, 
as  we  haue  alreadie  learned,  the  punifliment  of  any  fin  is 
equall  with  it  both  for  age  and  time , Furthermore  God  Thepunifh. 
permitteth  oftentimes  his  diuineiudgement  to  be  pub-  mcntoffinnci* 
Jikelyknowenandfliewedvponthevniuft;  yea  hedecla- 
reth  himlelfelbmuch  the  more  openly,  by  how  much  the 
lefle  men  exerofeluftice  and  vpright  dealing . A^yet  in 
refped  of  his  maieftic,we  muft  not  look  vnto  time,  which 
is  al  waies  one  and  the  fame  to  him.and  not  future  or  paft; 
yea  the  whole  continuance  of  mans  life  isas  nothing  vnto  ABiWngs 
him,and  lefle  than  the  prefent  inftant.But  if  according  to  SS"'”* 
our  carnall  fences,  we  defire  examples  of  the  greatnes  and 
fwiftnes  of  his  wrath,  iuftly  kindled  ouer  our  heads  for 
oiir  execrable  impieties,contrary  to  the  nature  of  his  gen- 

tlenefle  and  benignitie,  which  mooued  him  to  waite  for 

vs  a long  time,  who  can  be  ignorant  of  them  in  die  vn-  , 
fpeakable  aflfliaion  of  this  poore  France,  whereinit  were  ' 

very  hard  in  mansiudgement  to  difcerne,whcthef  is  mofl 

lamentable, either  iniuftice,  or  the  miferie  and  • 

which  by  the  vengeance  of  Godfolloweth  it,the  horrible 
punifliment  whereof  thefautors  of  iniquitie  both  haue  & 
daily  do  feele  vpon  their  heads  ? Thofe  common-wealths 
ffaith  Cicero)  which  are  readie  to  beouerthrowen,&  haue 
all.things  forlorne  anddelperateinthem,  fall  into  this  Aiurctokenof 
fliilerableiirue,thatthgr  whom  the  lawes  condemne  are 
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refl:orcd,and  iudgements  giuen  are  reuoked  and  broken. 
And  whenfuch  things  comctopafTe,  let  none  be  igno- 
rant of  this,  thatdeftriidionisathand,  neither  can  any 
man  iuftly  conceiue  hope  of  fafety . What  other  thing  can 
i fay  of  France  (I  would  to  Godiw’ere  deceiued)  feeing 
that  all  luftice  is  turned  topfic  turuie  therein,  the  wicked 
are  placed  in  authoritie,&  good  men  driuen  away : fuites 
in  law  are  commenced  againft  euery  one  more  vpon  kna- 
uerie  than  equitie, corruption  than  integritie,  fauor  than 
vprightnes  ? But  to  the  end  that  the  greater  fort, and  eue- 
ry particular  man  may  open  his  eies  and  behold  this  ihip- 
wracke  that  threatneth  vs  ; letvsconhder  in  our  Ance- 
ftors,  through  the  reading  of  hihories,  the  like  caufes  of 
the  ruine,alteration,  and  fubuerfion  of  many  very  flouri- 
fhingEftates,  proceeding  from  the  raigne  of  Iniuftice, 
which  being  the  daughter  of  tyrannic  ( as  Dionyfin^tht  el- 
der faid)  muft  needcs  be  of  the  fame  nature : namely,that 
by  vfurping  an  vniuft  and  in tollerable  dominion , it  muft 
ofnecefTitie  fallfpeedily  into  a miferable  and  wretched 
end.  We  haue  in  all  our  former  difcourfes  alleadged  fun- 
drie  examples  of  vices,  which  (as  we  faid  euen  now)  take 
their  beginning,  or  at  leaft  wife  are  infeparably  ioined 
with  Iniuftice^  and  hccraftcr  we  will  make  mention  of  o- 
therSjwhen  we  handle  certainepoiats,which  properly  de- 
pend of  this  felfe  fame  original  * In  the  meane  time  we 
willheere  note  that  the  deniall  of  luftice  hath  procured 
to  many  their  death  or  vndoing . ^hilUf  the  firft,  king  of 
Macedonia, was  flaine  by  Paufumas  a meane  Gentle^man, 
bicaufe  he  would  not  let  him  haue  luftice  againft  Antipa^ 
^e*r,who  had  offered  him  wrong . Demetrim  the  befieger, 
hauing  receiued  many  requeftsandfupplicationsof  his 
fubieds , threw'  them  all  into  the  water , as  he  went  ouer 
the  bridge  of  a riuer  : whereupon  his  fubiefts  concerned 
fuch  hatred  againft  him,that  w'ithin  a while  after  his  army 
forfooke  him,  and  yeelded  themfelues  to  Pyrrhm  his  eni- 
mie,who  draue  him  out  of  his  kingdome  without  battelL 
Iriourtime,  Henriekm^oi  Sweathland,  ftrikingwitha 
dagger  a Gentle-man  that  asked  luftice  of  him,  ftirred  vp. 
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the  Nobilitieand  {people  in  fuchfort  againft  him  , that 
putting  him  into  prifon, where  heis  at  this  prefent , they 
eleded  his  yoonger  brother  to  be  their  king,  whonowe 
raigneth . But  for  a more  woonderfull  matter,  we  might 
beere  rehearfc,  how  God,  to  (hew  vnto  vs  his  deteftation 
of  Iniuftice,hath  fometimes  fuffered  his  iudgement  to  fal  ' 

outinthat  veryhowre  andtime,  which  fuch  as  were  vn- 
iuftly  condemned  did  aflignc  to  their  vniuft  ludges.  In  the 
liues  of  the  kings  of  Caftile , we  finde  that  FerM>,a»do  the  Anotabichifto- 
fourth  of  that  name , putting  two  knights  to  death  more  of death 
through  anger  than  iuftly.one  of  them  cried  aloud  in  this 
fort:  O vniiift  king,  weeite  thee  to  appecre  within  thirtie 
dales  before  the  tribunal!  feate  of  lefus  Chrift  to  receiue 
iudgement  for  thy  Iniuflice.feing  there  is  no  other  Judge 
inearth  to  whomewe  can  appealc  from  thy  vniuft  fen- 
tence.  Vpon  thelaft  of  which  daies  he  died  likewife.  True 
it  is,  fome  man  may  fay,  that  death  is  fo  naturall,  and  the 
ho wer  thereof fovneertaine,  although  determined,  that 
no  other  caufe  thereof  ought  to  be  fuppofed , butonely 
neceflitie.  Butyet  when  it  followeth  fo  neerely  fome  no- 
table wickednes  committed,  and  fome  difquietnesand- 
torment  of  mind  is  mingled  therewith  in  the  foule,  asfo 
commonly  falleth  out,  we  may  take  fuch  a death  fora  te- 
ftimonie  and  beginning  of  the  luftice  of  God , who  will 
not  fuffer  the  vniuft  man  to  rule  any  longer , but  exerci- 
feth  his  iudgements  diuerfly  in  due  time  and  feafon  vp- 
on thofe  that  are  not  to  giuean  accountof  their  doings, 
to  men  like  themfelues . And  as  for  fuch  as  are  of  meaner 
eftate,and  lower  in  degree,  God  fuffreth  alfo  many  times 
meir  punifhment  to  be  notorious , and  that  fometime  by 
fuch  as  are  not  much  better  than  themfelues . Heereupon 
thax.  great  Philofopher  faid,thatin  his  peregri-: 
nation  oner  three  parts  of  the  world,  he  maruelled  nioft 
at  two  thinges,  whereof  the  firft  was,that  he  alwaies  fawe  • 
the  greater  theeues  hang  the  lefTe,  and  oftentimes'the  in- ' 
nocent.  And  thus  it  fell  out  in  the  time  of  king  ‘ThilUp  the 
long.wherein  a Prouoft  of  Paris,  named  Heurie  LapperelL  , . 

caufeda  poore  man  that  wasprifonerin  the  Ghaftdet  to  by  a Prouoft  of 

Kg  Paris. 
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be  executed, by  giuing  him  the  name  of  a rich  man , who 
being  guiltie  and  condemned,  was  fet  at  libertie  by  him . 
But  his  reward  followed  him  hardat  the  heeles : being 
for  the  fame  accufcd,  conuided , hanged,  and  ftrangled. 
Not  long  after  a Prefident  of  the  Parliament,  named  Hu- 
HugucsofCrc-  guesoi  Ctecy,  met  with  the  fame  fortune,  foracertaine 
corrupt  iudgemcnt  giuen  by  him  .Therefore  let  euery  one 
of  vs  learne  to  flie  from  this  pernitious  vice  of  Iniuftice : 
namely, from  euery  adion  repugnant  to  the  dutie  of  chri- 
ftian  charitie,  and  deftroying  the  bond  of  humane  focie- 
tic, through  the  vtter  fpoiling  of  the  riuers  that  flow  from 
the  fountaineof  honeftie . And  let  vs  be  afraid  through 
fuch  impietie  to  fal  into  the  indignation  and  wrath  of  the 
Almightie , to  whomc  onely  as  to  the  author  of  luftice, 
and  to  whome  all  time  is  as  nothing)  it  belongeth  to  de- 
fine and  to  determine  thereof,  when,  after  what  fort,  and 
howfarre  it  ftandeth  with  rearon,all  which  things  are  vn- 
knownetovs  . Ifhedeferrefometimethepuniflunentof 
Iniuftice,let  vs  know,  that  it  is  for  their  greater  and  more 
greeuous  condemnation,  who  multiplie  and  heape  vp 
daily  vpon  their  heads iniquitie  vpo  iniquitie.And  for  an 
example,  which  great  men  ought  to  follow, and  not  fuffer 
Iniuftice  to  be  pradifed  according  to  euery  mans  fancie, 
or  vnder  any  other  pretence  whatfoeuer,we  wil  propound 
vnto  them  the  fad  of  a Pagan  king , who  (hall  rife  vp  in 
iudgement  againft  them, if  they  do  otherwife.The  Prince 
jrtaxtrxit»  j meane  is  t/irtaxfrxesS^^nzxntd,  Longhand,  and  king  of 
the  Perfians,  who  being  requefted  by  a Chamberlaine  of 
his  whome  he  greatly  fauoured,  to  do  fomevniuft  thing, 
& hauing  by  his  diligence  found  out,  that  he  vndertooke 
this  fuit  for  another, who  had  promifed  him  thirty  thou- 
fand  Crowncs,called  of  them  Dariques , he  commanded 
his  Treafurer  to  bring  the  like  fumme  vnto  him,  and  then 
faid  vnto  his  Chamberlaine, Take  thismony  which  I giue 
' thee.  For  in  giuing  it  vnto  thee,  I fliall  be  neuer  the  poo-' 
rer,  whereas  if  I had  done  that  which  thou  reqiiiredft  of 
jilexofiderSe-  mc,I  (hould  haue  bcene  more  vniuft.  Alexander Seuerw 
furui^  the  Emperour  handeled  after  another  fafliion,  yea  more^ 

iuftly, 
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iuftly,aferuantofhis,  who  vfed  like  2 horfe-Ieech  of  the 
court  to  fucke  their  bloud  that  had  todeale  with  his  ma- 
fier,  by^thrufting  himfelfe  forward,  and  profering  his 
means  to  fulfill  their  requeft  for  a good  reward,by  reafon 
of  the  fauour  which  he  bare  him : which  turned  to  the 
great  diOionor  of  his  imperiall  maieftie,  bicaufe  a Prince 
ought  notto  make  greater  account  of  any  thing,  than  of 
the  grace  and  fauor  of  his  gifts  and  benefices  . This  mo- 
narch caufed  him  to  be  tied  to  a poft  and  choked  with 
fmoke,  making  this  proclamation  by  found  of  trumpet, 
*That  they  which  fill fmol^^pjould fiperi/h  with Jmoke . Now  to 
enter  into  the  laft  point  of  that  matter  which  is  here  pro- 
pounded vnto  vs,  we  muft  diligently  note,  that  as  it  is 
the  dutie  of  all  Magiftrates,and  of  fuch  as  haue  authoritie 
ouer  others  to  chalbce  & to  punilh  euery  malefador,  fo 
likewile  they  muft  bcwareleft  vnder  pretece  ofexercifing 
luftice  they  fall  into  another  kind  of' Iniuftice  through  o- 
uer-much  rigor,  which  is  as  hurtfull  or  rather  more  than 
that  vice  whereof  we  difeourfedeuen  now,  namely,  into 
Seueritie,  which  caufeth  them  to  be  rpifliked  for  crueltie, 
and  belongeth  rather  to  a beaftly  and  fauage  naturc,than 
to  the  nature  of  man.  For  clcmencie  and  compafTio  neuer 
ought  to  be  feparated  from  a good  & iuft  fentence,  which 
is  to  hold  final  faults  excufed,  or  but  lightly  to  punilh  the, 
prquided  alwayes  that  luftice  be  not  violated.  Clemencie 
j (faith  the  wile  man)  is  the  true pre fir fiatio»  of  the^ roiai  throne. 

1 And  therefore  one  of  the  ancients  faid,  that  it  was  Ml  to 
be  fubietft  to  a prince  vnder  whom  nothing  was  tolerated, 
but  worfe  when  all  things  were  left  at  randon  .We  may  al- 
lcage here  for  an  example  of  ouer-great  feueritie,  the  fa^ 
Manlius  TorquatusTi  Con^uWo^  Rome,  who  caufed  his 
fonnes  head  to  be  cutoff,  bicaufe  he  fought  agayn  ft  his 
enimie  bodie  to  bodie,eontrary  to  the  Edids,  and  out  of 
his  ranke,albeit  he  came  away  vidor  . The  ad  of  yiufidius 
the  Romane  was  more  cruel  & barbarous  than  iuft,when 
he  flew  his  fonne  for  withdrawing  himfelfe  to  take  part 
mxh  Catiline : vttring  this  fpeech  vnto  him:  1 didnot, wretch 
as  thou  art , heget  thee for  Cattlinc^  hut  for  tloy  countrey . Such 
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murders  and  cruelties  deface  all  the  commendation  o£ 
luftice,  whofe  waics  ought  to  be  ordinary  and  vfuall,  ru- 
ling rigor  with  gentlenes,  as  the  rigor  or  difcipline  ought 
to  moderate  gentlenes,that  the  one  may  be  commended 
by  the  other.  Seneca  rehearfeth  a crueller  fad  than  any  of 
the  former, committed  by  Pifo  the  Proconful,  who  feeyng 
a fouldior  returne  alone  to  the  campe,condemned  him  to 
Moficrueiifc  thinking  that  he  had  flaine  his  companion,  npt- 

ucritiel^fPifo.*  withftanding  he  affirmed  that  his  fellow  came  after  him. 

At  the  very  inftant  of  the  execution  his  companion  came, 
whereupon  the  captainc  that  had  charge  to  fee  the  con- 
demned partie  executed,  returned  to  the  Proconful  with 
both  the  fouldiors.  But  Pifi  being  offended  therwith,puc 
. them  all  three  to  death : the  firft,bicaufe  he  was  condem- 
ned : the  fecond,bicaufe  he  was  the  caufe  of  the  condem- 
nation : and  the  captaine,bicaufe  he  obeied  not : fo  that 
he  pur  three  to  death  for  the  innocencie  of  one  man,abu- 
fing  his  authoritie  and  power  in  moft  cruell  maner,  what 
foeuer  rigor  was  vfed  in  thofc  times  in  the  ordinaunce  of 
warlike  difcipline.  Now  to  take  from  vs  alltafte  of  fuch 
jHgunui  barbaroufneffe,  let  vs  cal  to  mind  an  ad  of  Cafar 

c^far.  worchie  of etcrnallpraife,who  would  not  condemne  one 

that  was accufedotfecking  his  death,  bicaufe  the  argu- 
ments and  proofes  were  inefficient,  but  left  him  to  the 
iudgement  of  God.  Let  vs  learne  therfore  for  the  conclu- 
fion  ofourdifcourfeto  hate  all  kind  of  Iniuftice  in  fuch 
fort,that  euery  one  of  vs  fceke  to  profit  his  neighbour,ra- 
ting  at  an  high  price(as  fW‘//?/.faithjthe  violating  of  right, 
which  is  holy  and  facred.  And  thus  through  the  good  or- 
der of  magiftrates,  and  reformation  of  euery  one  by  him- 
felfe,  the  wicked  (hall  haue  no  means  to  rob,  to  fpoile  by 
force,  to  take  bribes,  and  to  dcceiue  others,  when  brea- 
kers of  iuft  la wes  (hall  be  punifliCd . Then  will  the  effed  of 
thofe  two  fentences  take  place  which  are  taken  out  of  the 
holy  feriptures,  and  written  in  a table  in  the  great  cham- 
ber of  the  palace  belonging  to  the  head  dtie  of  this  king- 
dome,  and  which  ought  to  be  well  engrauen  in  the  harts 
of  all  fudges  ; the  fiiil  feritcnce  is  conteined’  in  thefe 

words. 
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words,  SxeCfite  iudgement  and  right eoafiiejfe : or  oihermfe 

hatie  frvorne  by  mj  fe^e({^^ith  the  Lord)  that  this  houfe [hall  be 

waFle.  The  other  fentence  is  this:  O ye  fudges, take  heedivhat  x.Chr.i?. 

yedo:fovyeexecutenottheiHdg€mentsofman,bHtoftheLord:y. 

andmthwhat  iudgementye mdge, ye  fhalbe  iudged.  Fortruely 
the  crowne  of  praife  and  immortall  glory  is  kept  and  pre-  ^ 
pared  for  them  that  walke  in  truth  and  righteoiifnes  but 
fliame  and  diflionor , with  eternaJl  fire  for  thofe  that  per- 
feuerin  vnrighteoufnes. 


Of  Fidelitie,  For/hearing  ,and  ofT reafin^ 

Chap.  3p. 

SVeh  is  the  cprruption  of  our  age,wherin  im- 
pietie  and  malice  are  come  in  place  of  anci- 
ent innocencie,that  vertue  feemeTh  very  vn- 
fit  to  be  recciued  and  imploied  in  affaires.feeing  the  gate  of*c  cormp. 
IS  (^uite  thut  vp  againfi  hir.  So  that  a man  might  aptly  fay,  won  of  our  age, 
that  whofbeuer  ihould  thinke  to  bring  backe  agayne , a- 
midfi:  the  peruerfe  hues  and  corrupt  maners  of  this  pW- 
fent  time,the  vprightnelfe  and  in  tegrkie  of  ancient  beha- 
uior,  he  did  as  much  as  if  he  offered  fruites  out  of  feafbn  when  vmue 
which  being  faire  in  fight,  were  notwithftanding  vnfit  to  outoff«fol' 
be  vied.  Neuerthelefie  we  mufl:  not  doubt  to  bring  hir  in 
fight, and  to  maintaine  hir  with  all  ourpower,whoknow- 
eth  how  to  caufe  hir  enimie  Vice  both  to  reuerence  and 
feare  hir,and  in  the  end  alfb  to  triumph  ouer  him,mauger 
all  the  power  and  vnder-propping,  which  he  receiueth 
i from  the  wicked.  Inthemiddefttherforeoffomanytre- 

cheries  and  treafbns,wherof  men  glory  now  adaies,  let  vs 

j not  be  afraid  to  paint  them  out  in  their  colors,  therby  ei. 
uing  honor  to  Fidelitie,  which  is  a part  of  luftice,  or  fa- 
ther  luftice  it  felfe  : which  I leaue  to  you  my  companions  • 
to  make  plaine  vnto  vs. 

A c H 1 T o B.  It  is  impietie  to  violate  faith . For  God 
who  is  truth,  detefteth  all  lying : and  is  a terrible  reuen- 
ger  of  the  contempt  of  his  name.  Ta  hue  or  to  hate  openly 

(faith 


414  of  Fidelitie,  Forfwearing, 

^faith  Cicero^  doth  better  hefeeme  a noble  hart, than  for  a man  to 
hide  and  to  dijfemble  his  will  and  ajfe^iion, 

A s E R.  Guile  and  fraud  (faitli  Seneca)  are  meete  weapons 
' foracowardlyandbafe-mindedman.  Therefore  we  mnft  take 
^ good  heed  (^as  l^ittacus  faid)  That  fame  Jpeal^  not  euill  of  vs 
to  them  vnto  whom  we  hauegiuen  our  faith^  ut  it  belongeth  to 
thee  A M A N A to  handle  this  matter. 

A M A N A.  Amongft  the  famous  and  great  perfona- 
ges  of olde  time,  no  vertue  was  more  commended,  or 
whatFaichand  ftraightlier  kept  and  obferued  than  Faith  and  Fidelitie, 
Eidcii«eis.  affirmed  to  be  the  foundation  of  luftice,  the 

indiffioluble  bondoffriendffiip,and  the  fure  fupporter  of 
humane  focietie.  Of  this  Faith  we  mind  now  to  fpeakc, 
not  touching  at  all  that  religious  and  facred  faith,concer- 
ning  the  holy  myfteries  of  true  pietie,  which  is  a fingular 
gift  of  God  his  fpirit,and  peculiar  to  thofe  that  appertain 
to  his  eternall  eledion.This  therfore  which  refpeaeth  the 
mutuallconuerfationandpromifes  of  men,  hath  been  al- 
ways kept  vnuiolable  of  honorable  men,&  ought  to  be  fo 
amonglx  vs : bicaufe  he  that  giueth  his  faith,  layeth  to 
pawne  whatfoeueris  moft  precious  & diuine  in  hisfoule. 
ofthe  violating  So  that  if  he  forget  himfelfe  fomuch  as  to  breake  and  vi- 
offaith.  Qiate  the  fame, he  committeth  manifeft  impietie,ffiewing 

that  he  careth  not  to  offend  God  by  abuling  his  name  to 
colour  his  lying  .It  werea  great  deale  better  neuer  to  take 
God  to  witnes , than  to  forfweare  him'in  mockene : fee- 
Matth  Scripture  fo  often  forbiddeth  vs  to  take  his  name 

in  vaine,to  fwearc  falfly  by  it , or  in  any  fort  to  defile  the 
fame. It  is  true  that  this  c][ueftion  hath  alwaies  beene,  and 
is  at  this  daye  more  than  euer  in  controuerfie:  namely, 
whether  a man  is  bound  to  performe  that  which  he  hath 
whether  a for*  proiTiifed  and  fworne  to  by  compulfion,or  no  ? And  this 
?obrkepi["''  fentence  is  receiued  & approoued  of  many,  that  nothing 
but  our  Will  bindeth  vs  to  performe  thofe  things,  which 
neceffitie  forceth  vs  to  promife.  But  to  fpeake  according 
to  truth,and  w ithout  any  particular  paffion,  we  fay , that 
true  and  perfed  magnanimitie  fuffereth  vs'not  to  pro- 
mife any  thing, and  to  pawne  our  faith  thereunto,  except 

wc 


andofTreafon. 

wewerewillingtoperfomieit;  bicaufeno  vertuousand 
wife  man  ought  to  forget  himfeJfe  fo  farrc,  as  to  do  or  to  „ muft 
prornife  any  thing  contrary  to  his  dutie  for  any  neceffity,  anydXg™  ^ 
no  not  for  death  it  felfe.  Neither  is  there  any  thing  wher- 
by  a fooleisfooner  difeerned  from  a wife  man,  than  by 
promifes:  forafniuchas  an  vndifereete  man  lightly  pro- 
mifeth  whatfoeueryou  will, and  oftentimes  more  thL  is 
required  of  him  ; but  a man  of  good  iudgement  weigh- 
eth  his  fpeech  with  fence  and  reafon,  before  he  gage  it  to 
any  bodie,and  hauing  once  giuen  his  word , he  reuoketh 
it  not,  whatlofleor  dammage  foeuer may  infue  thereof, 
as  he  that  cReenaeth  a great  deale  mpre  of  the  honour  of 
I truth  and  fidelitie , than  of  his  owne  life,  being  touched  pfaljrA, 
with  vntruth  and  periurie.Andifit  werelawfull  for  euery 
|l  one  to  alleadge  neceificieor  conftraint, there  by  to  cloake 
j tne  breach  of  faith , to.whomemighta  mantruftinany 
matter?  Whodoubteth  but  that  all  agreements  made 
betweene  men,whether  in  time  of  warre  or  of  peace, or  in 
any  particular  affaires  betweene  partie  and  partie,  are 
grounded  vpon  a benefit , which  euery  one  fuppofeth  tp' 
beneceflarie  and  profitable  for  himfelfe,  and  fb  conie- 
quently  that  they  ought  not  to  be  kept  ? Who  doubteth 
but  that  the  breach  of  them  may  ealily  be  coloured  with 
the  like  neceflitie,  and  fb  vndcr  this  goodly  pretence  of 
falfe  right  and  equitie  fhould  be  allowed  ? But  what?  May 
I we  be  iudges  for  our  Idues,  and  in  our  owne  caufe  ? Firft 

I our  aduerfe  parties  to  whom  we  are  bound  mufl:  be  cal- 
j led^and  muft  agree  with  vs  of  Judges  to  determine  of  our 

j promifes,  whether  they  were  lawfull  or  vnlawfulI,  fotced 

and  neceflary  or  no : according  to  the  law,  which  relea- 
of  his  prornife  if  it  be  vniuft  or  vnreafonable, 

(|  or  if  it  be  too  burthenfbme  vntohim  , or  if  he  were  cir- 

II  cumuented  by  deceit,fraud,error,forcejiuft  feare,or  grie- 

1 uous  hurt. But  when  we  are  both  iudge  andpartic,  and  in 
j force  and  violence,  it  is  foone 

is  feene,  that  all  ihew  of  excufing  the  breach  of  faith  giuen^ 

! onely  grounded  vpon  maiiceandfubtiltie.This  didi>-  iy(,na«  afor- 
j admiral  ofthe  Lacedemonians  vfuallypradiie, who 

I made  ' 
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made  no  reckoning  of  luftice  but  when  it  was  profitable, 
accounting  onely  profit  to  be  honeftie , and  faying,  that 
children  muft  be  deceiued  with  the  play  of  cock-all,  and 
men  with  othes.  Which  kind  of  dealing  argueth  a man  to 
be  in  truth  worfe  in  behauior  towards  God, than  towards 
his  enimies:bicaufe  he  that  beguileth  his  enimie  through 
the  means  of  fidelitie  fworne  vnto  him,  doth  fufficientlie 
teftifie,  that  he  feareth  him,  and  dares  not  difcouer  vnto 
him  that  which  lieth  hid  in  his  hart : and  yet  in  the  mean 
time  he  hath  no  reuerence  or  feare  of  the  diuine  maieftie 
from  which  nothing  is  hid,  but  vfeth  that  for  a couering 
Wcmuftkcc  andmaskeofhiswickednes.  fVemHf}(C2Lkh  Cicero)  keepe 
promife  with^  that  promt fe  vnuiolable  ;x>hich  we  hane  made  to  om  enimie^  albeit 
ourcnimic.  themipjapsofwarrehaHeconHrainedvstoyeeldvntoit.  How 

much  lefie  therfore  ought  we  to  breakc  our  faith  giuen  to 
our  friends,  and  to  thofe  of  whom  wc  neuer  receiued  any 

thing  but  profite  and  pleafure?  Through  this  neglea  of 
metha«uitom  faith  WC  fill  out  foulcs  with  lying,  nourilhing  and  deligh- 
of  jii^g  them  thcrein,and  feparating  them  far  from  the  truth 

(the  fountaine  of  all  goodnes)  to  lie  vnto  our  neighbors, 
to  deceiue  and  beguile  them  in  thofe  things,  which  we 
are  able  to  performe,  thereby  deftroying  the  bond  of  hu- 
mane focietie,yea  of  nature  itfelfCjW'hich  bindeth  vs  both 
to  will  and  to  procure  their  good.  This  is  that  which  £- 
penetm  the  Lacedemonian  would  teach  vs,  when  he  fayd, 
that  liers  were  the  caufe  of  all  the  finnes  and  crimes  in  the 
world.  And  therfore  Vlutarke  alfo  faith,  That  to  he  is  a fer-^ 
fiile  Vice  woorthy  to  be  hated  of  alhand  not  to  be  pardoned  in  any^no 
notinflatiesthemfelues,  ^yillthey  (faith  Cicero)  that Jpeake  one 
thing^and  meane  another,  ought  to  betaken  for  fait  hlejfe,  wicked 
and  malicioJiS  men  : whereas  a good  man  will  neither  fatne  nor  d/f 
femble  in  any  fort, either  to  buy  better  cheape  or  tofelldeerer.  It  is 
not  the  point  of  aplaine,open  and  fincere  man,or  of  him 
that  is  iuft  and  vertuous,  to  conceale  from  the  buyer  the 
itiswickedn^s  fault  of  that  thing  which  he  felleth,but  rather  ofa  malici- 
CO  conceale  the  ous,deceitfull,crafty,  futtle,  and  wicked  man.  And  if  this 
which  a man  be  a vice  and  finne,not  to  declare  the  fault  ot  that  thing 
fcUcch.  is  fold,  how  (hall  they  be  termed,  who  vfe  a thou- 

fand 
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fandwordes  and  lies  to  fet  foorth  their  merchandice? 

Whereas  good  men  haue  alw^ays  been  very  fcrupulous  & 
precife  in  keeping  the  truth  from  all  kind  of  pollution,  as 
that  which  ought  to  be  as  wel  in  the  hart  as  in  the  mouth, 
in  the  worksasinthewordsofeuery  honeftman.  But  if 
lying  procure  blame  and  didionor  to  al  men, it  doth  much  pStmoB 
more  to  kings  and  princes.  For  feeing  they  are  placed  in  odious, 
fuch  authoritie,  that  they  may  doe  what  pleafeth  them, 
whatneedthey  tolie?  If  Machiauell  and  his  followers, 
fauorers  oftyrannie,had  well  waighed  that  which  we  read 
in  infinite  places  of  fcriptire,  that  God  will  ouerthrowe 
dilfemblers  andliers,with  all  their  lies  & fubtilties,  hard- 
ly could  they  commend  dilfimulations,  deceits,  treche- 
ries,and  fuch  like  pranks,wherewith  they  (eeke  to  poilbn 
the  noble  minds  of  good  princes,  to  caufe  the  to  degene- 
rate both  from  their  natural  difpofition,&  from  the  fteps 

offuchvertuous  men  as  haue  gone  before  them.  And  to 
thispurpole  I remember  a decifion  of  right  concerning 
princes,  which  deferueth  to  be  grauen  in  letters  of  gold 
within  their  lodgings  &palaces  ; nzmcXy, That  if  the  frince 
goagamUhUfromife,  tt  ought  to  be  reckoned  amongH  the  cafes 
that  fall  out  by  chance,  neither  may  any  man fitfpofe  the  contrary. 

For  the  obligation  is  double : the  one  in  refpedof  natu- 

rall  equitie.which  wil  hauecouenants  andpromifes  kept:  Thepromifeof 

the  other  in  regard  ofthe  Prince  his  faith,  which  he  mull  « tied 

obferue  inuiolable,although  he  receiue  lolfe  thereby,  bi-  tenA 
caufe  heis  theformall  Warrantie  vnto  all  his  fubieds,  of 
that  fidehtie  which  is  amongft  themfelues  : fo  that  no 

fault  IS  more  deteftablein  a Prince  than  perinrie. For ifhe 

thatisdebterand  pledge  foriuftice  be  difloiall,  there  is 

nomoretruft  to  begiuentohiminallhisothes  : but  if 

he  be  vpright,  his  bare  word ought  to  be  vnto  him  for  a oftheworde: 
lawe,  and  hisfaithfo ran  Oracle.  God  himfelfe  (faith  the 
mailer  of  the  fentences)  is  bound  by  hispromife.  Gather 
togither  (faith  hey  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  that  they 
mayiudgebetweenemeandmy  people,  if  there  be  any 
thing  which  I ought  to  haue  done,  and  haue  not  perfor- 

medit.What  is  he  then  that  will  call  in  queftion,  whether 
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a Prince  is  bound  to  that  which  he  hath  fworneto  and 
promifed, feeing  all  foueraigne  power  is  no  leffc  bound  to 
the  lawes  of  God  and  of  nature , than  the  fimpleft  that  is 
fubied  thereunto  ? If  faith  ought  not  to  be  kept  with  e- 
nimieSjit  is  not  to  be  giuen  vnto  them:  and  if  it  be  lawful 
to  capitulate  with  them , it  is  as  neceflfarie  to  keepe  pro- 
mife*  Yea  we  may  further  adde,  thatperiurie  is  not  to  be 
reuenged  or  called  in  queftion, after  that  peace  and  agree- 
ment togither  is  made : otherwife  there  would  neuer  be 
any  affurance  of  peacCjOr  end  of  periurie  . From  the  felfe 
fame  fountaine  of  the  profanation  of  faith,  and  cuftome 
in  lying  fit  being  the  propertie  of  vice  to  ingender  ano- 
ther vice  for  a punilhment  of  it  felfe)  proceedeth  thatper- 
nitious  plague  of  kingdomes  and  Common-wealths,  I 
ofTreafon.  nieancTreafon, hated  ot  God  and  men,  wherewith  periu- 

red  perfons  being  bewitched,  feare  not  to  betray  them- 
felues,fo  they  may  betray  others  alfo,and  their  countrey. 
Whereupon  they  become  odious  to  euery  one,euen  to 
thofe  who  vfed  them  to  feme  their  owne  turncs  in  difloy- 
all  and  wicked  adions,  and  in  the  end  they  receiue  the  re- 
ward due  to  their  execrable  impieties  . For  this  is  the 
common  affedion  that  menbeare  towards  fuch  people, 
foto  feeke  them  out  (which  notwithftanding  is  not  the 
propertie  of  a noble  hart)  when  they  (lande  in  feare  of 
them,as  they  that  want  gall,  or  the  poifon  of  fome  venc- 
mous beads:  afterwardto  giue  them ouer  and  to  reied 
bicaufeoftheir  wickednes.Ifaman  be  called  {lothfull,he 
may  become  diligent : if  talkatiue,  hold  his  peace : if  a 
gliitton,tcmperace  himfclfe  : ifan  adulterer,  abftaine  : if 
furious, diffemblc  : ifambitioiis,ftay  himfelfe;  ifafinner, 
amend:  but  he  that  is  once  called  a traitor , there  is  no 
w'aterto  waihe  him  cleane,nor  meane  to  excufe  himfelfe. 
Nowe,let  vseome  to  the  examples  of  the  Ancients,  and 
Notable  exam,  barcto  fidelitie  and  hatred,  toper- 

iuric  and  treafon,  asalfowhat  reconipence  commonly 
followed  and  accompanied  filch  things , and  with  what 
reward  noble-minded  men  did  requite  thofe  that  were 

4 difloiall  and  traitcrous . , a Romane  of 
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great  creditCj  being  taken  prifoner  in  the  Carthaginian 
vrarre,and  fcnt  to  Rome  vpon  his  faith  to  intreat  about  a ^ 

peace  and  the  exchange  of  captiiies , fo  foone  as  he  arri- 
uedjgaue  cleane  contrarie  aduice  in  the  Senate  : (hewing 
thatit  w’asnot  for  the  profit  of  the  Common-wealth  to 
make  fuch  an  agreement . Afterward , hauing  refolued 
with  himfelfe  to  keepe  faith  with  the  enimie,  he  returned 
to  Carthage,  where  he  w’as  put  to  death  very  cruelly.  For 
his  eie-lids  being  cut  off,  & himfelfe  bound  to  an  engine, 
he  died  with  the  force  of  waking.  kingofSpar- 

ta,  being  in  Perfia  with  the  king,  againft  whome  a great 
manof  Perfia  had  rebelled,  was  the  meanesof  their  re- 
conciliation. Afterward  this  barbarian  king  hauing  his 
faid  ValTaile  in  his  power,  would  haue  beene  reuenged  of 
him,thinking  to  put  him  to  death  . But  the  vertuous  La- 
cedemonian turned  him  from  it,declaring  vnto  him,  that 

it  would  redound  to  his  great  (hame, not  to  know  how  to 

punifh  him  for  his  rebellion  when  he  was  his  enimie,  and 
now  to  put  him  to  death  being  his  feruant  and  friend . A 

reafon  truly  well  woorthie  to  be  marked,  but  very  flen- 

derly  put  in  vre  at  this  dzy  ,Au^ufiiis  hauing  made  procla-  ^ 

mation  by  found  of  trumpet  j that  he  would  giue  25000. 

Crownes  to  him  that  fliould  take  Crocotas  xm^Q2idQX 
the  theeup  in  Spaine,hc  offered  himfelfe  to  the  Emperor, 

: and  required  thefumme  promifed  by  him,  which  he  cau- 
t fed  to  be  paid  him,&  pardoned  him  withalljto  the  end  no 
^ man  (liould  thinke  that  he  would  take  his  life  from  him, 

I thereby  to  fruftrate  him  of  the  promifed  recom  pence  : as 
I alfo  bicaufe  he  would  haue  publike  faith  and  fafetie  kept 
I to  euery  one  that  came  according  to  order  of  luftice  : al- 
: though  in  truth  he  might  haue  proceeded  and  giuen  out 

proce(Ie  againft  him . the  elder  being  in  warre  againft 

the  Spaniards,  was  in  great  danger  by  reafon  of  the  mul- 
titude of  enimies , who  fought  to  inclofe  him  round  a- 
bout.And  not  being  then  in  poflibilitie  to  befuccoredof 
any  bur  of  the  Celtiberians , whodemanded  of  him  200. 

Talents  (which  are  1 20000.  Crownes)  in  hand  for  their 
wages,  the  Councell  toldehim,  that  ir  was  not  by  anie 
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mcanes  to  be  gotten  prefently , but  yet  promifed  to  fur- 
nifluhem  with  fuch  a funime , and  that  within  any  time 
which  they  would  appoint ; otherwife  that  it  was  more 
expedient  notto  meddle  with  them.Butthis  wife  and  wel 
aduifed  captaine  vfed  this  occafion  to  verjrgood  purpofe^ 
byrefoluing  with  himfelfe  and  with  his  fouldiers,  either 
to  ouercome  their  cnimies,  or  elfe  to  die,  (after  they  had 
agreed  with  the  Celtiberians)  that  the  Romane  glorie 
fliould  not  be  ftained  by  the  falflioodof  their  promifes. 
For  (quoth  he  to  his  fouldiers)  if  rve  got  the  bmell,  we  wilt 
pa^  theWynot  of  our  ovpnejbm  at  the  eh  urges  of  our  enimtes : bat  if 
we  loofe  the  viEiorie,  none  will  be  left  alme  either  topajy  or  to  de- 
mand anj  paiment.  There  wa,s  no  talke  among  the  Councell 
of  thefe  noble  RomaneSjhow  they  might  deceiue  their  e- 
nimies,or  thofe  whofe  feruicc  they  were  vrged  to  vfe,  but 
they  determined  rather  to  die,  than  to  be  wanting  in 
their  promife.  Likewife  we  may  note,  that  as  their  enter- 
prizes  thus  grounded  had  good  fucceffc,  fo  periurieand 
violating  of  right  were  through  the  vengeance  of  God 
purfued  for  the  moll:  part  with  vnhappie  effeds,contrarie 
to  theplatformes  and  delires  of  periured  and  faithles 
men  ;orat  leallwife  that  themfelues  were  fpeedilypuni- 
jlied  for  their  wickednes.And  therefore  when  Tijpphernes, 
Lieutenat  to  the  king  of  Perha  had  broken  a truce,which 
be  had  made  with  the  Grecians , they  gaue  him  thankes 
by  his  owne  Herald,  bicaufe  he  had  placed  the  Gods,  in 
whofe  name  the  truce  wasfworne,  on  their  fide  . And  in 
deedehe  finally  profpered  after  that  in  his  enterprizes. 
Cleomenesking  of  Lacedernonia,  hauing  taken  a truce  for 
feuen  daieswith  the  Argians,  alTauIted  them  the  third 
night  after,knowing  that  they  were  in  a found  flcepe,and 
difeomfited  them : which  he  did  vnder  chiscraftie  fubtle- 
tic, bicaufe  (forfooth^  in  the  forelaid  truce  mention  was 
made  of  the  day  onely,and  not  of  the  night.  Whereupon 
the  Grecians  noted  this  as  a iuftiudgement  of  his  periu- 
rie  and  breach  of  faith , in  that  he  was  miraculoufly  frii- 
ftrated  ofhis  principall  intent,  which’ was,  by  the  meanes 
of  that  ouerthrow  to  haue  fuddenly  taken  tlie  citie  of  Ar- 
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gos.  For  the  women  being  full  of  wrath  andiufl  griefe  for 
the  loile  of  their  husbands^by  the  cowardly  treacherie  of 
this  Lacedemonian , tooke  thoie  weapons  that  were  in 
the  laid  towne,and  droue  him  from  the  wals^not  without 
great  murder  andloile  of  thegreateft  part  of  his  armie. 
Whereupon  within  a while  after  he  became  furious , and 
taking  a knife  heript  his  bodie  in  fmiling  manner,  and  fo 
died . CaracalU  the  Emperor,  trauelling  with  his  armie  to- 
wardes  the  Parthians,  vnder  pretence  of  marying  the 
daughter  oiArtabamu  their  king,  who  came  for  the  fame 
purpoleto  meetehim,  heiet  vpon  him  contrary  to  his 
faith,and  put  him  to  flight,  with  an  incredible  murder  of 
his  men . But  within  a little  after  being  come  downe  from 
his  horfe to  make  water,  hewasflaineofhisownemcn  : 
which  was  noted  as  a iuftpunifliment  fent  from  God  for 
his  ynfaithfulnes.  The  Corinthians  faw  before  their  eics  TheCorintW- 
their  cities  raced  to  the  ground,  bicaufe  they  had  offered  ’"*• 
violence  to  the  Romane  Embafladors , contrarie  fo  the 
lawe  of  nations.  1 he  Emperour  receiued  infinite  in(Hni»nus  the 

follw  and  dammages  for  breaking  his  faith  with  the  Bar- 
barians , and  for  violating  the  peace  which  he  had  made 
with  the  Bulgarians.  Which  thing  procured  him  fo  great 
hatred  of  his  owne  fubieds,  by  reafon  of  the  vnluckie  ex- 
ploits of  watte  which  followed  after,  that  beingreturned 
to  Conflantinople,  Leontim  vfurped  the  kingdome  vpon 
him,lending  him  into  banifliment  after  he  had  cut  offhis 
nofethrils.^/rwDukeof  Cleaueland , hauing fallified  Raiirix  Duiteof 
his  faith  with  Z,we/kingof  Germanye,  was  put  to  the 
woorft  and  vanquithed : and  beingprifouer,his  eies  were 
put  out  for  a marke  ofhis  faithles  dealing.  But  what  need 
wefearch  in  antiquitie  for  teftimonies  of  the  fruits  which 
commonly  prqceede  from  the  breach  of  faith,  feeing  ex- 
amples  are  daily  before  our  eies  to  our  coft  ? What  do  we 

beh^datthisdaybutadoubling,ycaahcapeofallmife-  , 

**  fo  pretious  &exquifitea  thing 
that  It  admitteth  no  comparifon , hath  fo  often  beene  va-  of  France, 
lued  atfo  fmall  a price  ? The  hiftorie  heereof  is  but  too 
common,  and  the  truth  too  apparant (to  the  great  hurt 
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of  euery  one)  to  (land  vpon  the  proofe  thereof,  whereas 
it  ought  rather  to  be  buried  from  ait  memory,  if  it  were 
poifible,  as  well  to  deface  allfpotsofinfamie,  forwhich 
we  are  blamed  of  nations  fartheft  of,  as  to  take  away  die 
diftruft  that  one  hath  of  another,  which  is  fo  great  a- 
mongll  vs,that  it  hath  been  one  principall  caufe  of  kind- 
ling the  fireofdiuifion  fo  often  in  this  defolate  kingdom. 
But  to  leaue  fuch  a pitifull  matter  fubicdl,  let  vs  coufider 
Examptesofthe  what  honor  and  entertainment  men  in  old  time  gaue  to 
rwchlhran-  traitors,  who  are  now  adaies  fo  welcome  to  the  greateft. 
a,  ,C  t e an-  hauiog'holpcn  VhtUi^  king  of  Macedonia  to  be- 

eome  mafter  of  the  citie  of  Olynthum  whereof  he  was  an 
inhabitant, and  complaining  to  the  king,that  certain  cal- 
led him  traitor,he  recciued  this  only  anfwemhat  the  Ma- 
cedonians were  naturally  rude  and  groffe,  calling  a fpade 
afpade,  and  all  things  els  by  their  proper  name.  When 
AHguUui  heard  Rymetalces  kingof  Thraciaf whohad 
forfaken  to  ioyne  with  him)  boaft  of  his  fadt, 

the  monarch  drinking  to  others, faid  with  a loud  voycet/ 
loue  treafift  n’ellt^Ht  1 /one  not  traitoyt.hvid  in  truth  what  man 
of  any  good  iudgement  will  trull  him  ? He  that  betraieth 
his  prince,his  bei>efaaor,his  citie,  his  countrey, his  kinf- 
folks  and  friends  into  their  hands  to  whom  he  is  nothing 
fo  much  bound,  how  may  not  he  betray  them  alio  ano- 
ther time  ? This  did  Conne oieyirchiJamof  king  of 

Sparta  very  well  lignifie  to  the  Ephories , who  had  com- 
- manded  him  to  take  the  yong  men  of  the  eitie  with  him, 
and  to  go  to  the  countrey  of  one  whom  they  would  make 
kuowen  vnto  him,  who  had  promifed  to  guide  andbring 
them  within  the  cartel  of  his  citie.  What  (quoth  he  vnto 
them)  is  it  a reafonable  matter  to  commit  the  fafetie  and 
life  of  fo  many  valiant  yong  men  to  one  that  betraieth  his 
countrey  ? Pauftnias,  captaine  of  the  Lacedemonians  ha- 
V*  uingreceiued  500. talents  ©fgoldcfking  Alfr-vct,  promi- 
led  to  betray  the  citie  of  Sparta  vnto  him  . But  his  enter- 
prile  being  dilcouered,  AgeftUut  bis  father  purfued  him 
into  a temple  where  he  thought  to  hauc  faued  himfelfe, 
and  caufiug  the  gates  thereof  to  be  walled  vp/uffred  him 

to 
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to  die  there  of  hunger : and  afterward  his  mother  call  his 
bodic  to  the  dogs,and  would  not  burie  it.  The  like  befell 
to  Cafjltu  Bmtu,  who  would  hauelbld  Rome : his  father 
handling  him  after  the  fame  fort.  2)(«r/«jkingof  Perfia, 
caufcd  the  head  ofhis  fonne  AriobarzAHes  to  becut  ofF,bi- 
caufe  he  fought  to  betraie  his  armie  to  Alexander.  'Brattu 
did  the  like  to  his  children,  who  had  confpiredagainfl; 
theircountrcy,  that  king  Tarquinim  might  reenter  into 
Rome.  tMuhomet  hauing  taken  Conftantinoplc  through 
the  cowardlines  and  treafon  of  lohn  lufliman  of  Genifa  ce. 

after  he  had  made  him  king  accordingto  promife,  he  cut  "heuSgof 
offhis  head  within  three  daies . A meete  recompence  for  conflaatmofie. 
fuch  a wretch,  who  was  the  caufe  of  fo  great  a plague  to 
Chriftendome,  whereby  the  Emperor  ConliantiM,  the  Pa- 
triarkCjand  all  the  Chriilians  were  llaine , The  Emprefle 
with  hir  daughters, and  with  the  nobleft  damfels  (he  had, 
were  led  before  CMuhomet,  and  aftera  thoufand  vilanies 
offered  vUtothenijtheir  bodies  were  cut  in  peeces  . True 

it  is  that  Hiftories  are  diuers  touching  this  fad  oiluUini- 
an.  For  fome  fay,  that  perceiuing  himfelfetobe  hurt  in 
liglit,  lie  fled ; whereupon  moftofthe  men  of  warrewere 
difcouraged  : and  that  after  hehadlaued  himfelfein  the 
He  of  Chios,  he  died,  either  ofhis  wound,  or  for  griefe  & 
forow,  bicaufehewas  the  chiefs  caufe  of  fo  great  amif- 
chiefe  to  Chriftendome.  Neither  may  wepafle  ouerin  li- 
lence  the  heroicall  fadofSultan  Solyman  the  laft  that  di- 
ed,but  propound  it  to  Princes  as  a paterneof  the  hatred 
and  pumihment  of  periurie  and  treafon  . Forfendinga 
Bafcha  ofhis  into  Valonatopaffe  into  Italy  both  by  fea 
and  land , this  Generali  landed  atthehauenof  Caftro 
whereat  the  inhabitants  being  aftoniflied,yeclded  thcm- 
felues  vnto  him  vnder  his  othe  and  fidelitie , whereby  he 
promifed  that  they  fliould  depart,  their  hues  faued,  with 
bag  & baggage . Neuerthelefle  this  Barbarian  flew  them  ^ 
all,except  thofe  whome  he  faw  were  fit  to  ferue  for  flaues. 

But  after  his  returne  to  Conftantinople,the  great  Seigni- 
or being  aduertifed  ofhis  difloialtie,  caufed  him  to  be 
ftrangled,  & fent  backe  all  his  prifoners  with  their  goods 

Ec  ifij  into 
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into  Italy  .Truly  an  a6t  woorthie  fuch  a Prince,  who,if  be 
had  beene  endued  with  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and  . 
of  his  Church , deferued  the  firft  place  amongft  the  great 
ones  of  his  time . No  w to  end  our  difcourfe,let  vs  learne 
to  know  the  excellency  of  faith,  which  is  fuch  a thing, that 
whofoeuer  laieth  it  in  pawne,bindeth  his  fafetie,  his  ho- 
nor,and  his  foule  to  him , vnto  whome  he  giueth  it , and 
committeth  manifeft  impietie  againft  God,  whe  he  brea- 
kcthand  violateththe  fame  : vnleshe  had  vowed  it  for 
the  performance  of  fome  wicked  deede,  with  which  both 
diuine  and  humane  law  difpenfe.  Let  vs  know  alfo,that  it 
is  the  beginning  and  foundation  of  a great  and  notable 
vertue  to  be  giuen  to  truth , that  it  was  of  fuch  credite  a- 
Cato  commen-  tnonsfl  the  Ancients,that  in  Cato  his  time,when  any  man 
c or  IS  truth  thing  and  hard  to  be  beleeued , this 

prouerbc  went  of  him,(bicaufe  he  was  knowne  through- 
out the  whole  courfe  of  his  life  to  be  a louer  of  iix\xx\-\)This 
is  not  credihle,althoH^h  Cato  himfelfe (houldjpeake  it.  And  thus 
by  the  examples  of  fo  many  famous  men , let  vs  in  fuch 
fort  be  ftirred  to  hate  lying , whereof  Satan  is  the  father 
Ephcr.4.if.  and  author,  that  following  the  counfell  of  S.  l?aHle,\vz 
Luk.xo.37.  fpeake  the  truth  eiiery  one  to  his  neigh  hour,  who  is  euery 

one  that  needeth  our  helpe , and  let  all  faining  and  dilTi- 
mulation  be  baniilxed  from  vs , and  all  roundnes  and  in- 
tegritieof  hart  and  manners  appeere  in  all  our  adions  : 
let  vs  hate  periurie  and  treafon , periured  and  traiterous 
perfons,  knowing  that  faith  being  taken  away , the  whole 
foundation  ofludice  is  ouerthrowne,al  bonds  of  friend- 
iliip  broken,andall  humane  focietie  confounded. 
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Thememoricof 
euill  things  is 
fruitfulljbucof 
good  things 
Earren. 


Am  A-  A S the  remembrance  of  an  cuil  is  kept  a long 
N A.  » bicaufe  that  which  offendeth  is  very 

^hardly  forgotten :fo  we  commonly  fee,that 
thememoricof  benefits  receiued  is  as  fuddenly  vaniflied 
& loft, as  the  fruite  of  the  good  turne  is  perceiued  .Which 
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thing  doth  fo  ill  befeeme  a man  well  brought  vp  and  in- 
ftruaed  in  vertue,that  there  is  no  kind  of  luiuftice, which 
he  ought  more  to  efchew . And  therefore  my  Compani- 
ons,! thinke  that  according  to  the  order  of  our  difcourfe, 
we  are  nowe  to  Ipeake  of  the  vice  of  Ingratitude , that 
knowing  the  ignominie  therof,  and  the  pernitiou s effeas 
which  flowcfromit,  we  may  beware  of  fpotting  our  life 
therewithal!. 

Aram.  An  vngratefull  perfon  can  not  be  of  a noble 
mind,noryetinft.And  therefore  fas  *;>W«faid)  a man 
is  to  remember  him  often  of  whome  he  hath  receiued 
curtefieand  pleafiire.For  one  good  turne  begetteth  ano- 
ther , and  euery  gentle  hart  eafily  pardoneth  all  iniuries, 
except  vnthankfnlnes, which  it  hardly  forgetteth. 

A c H I T o B.  Ingratitude  maketh  men  impudent, fo 
that  they  dare  ioine  togither  to  hurt  thofe  that  haue  been 
their  friends,  and  them  to  whom  they  are  bound  both  by 
blood  and  nature . Letvsthenheare  A s e Rdifcourfe 
more  amply  of  thispernitious  vice. 

Aser.  Ifman  had  not  (hewed  himfclfevnthankfull 
forthevnfpeakeable  benefits  which  he  had  reeeiiicd  of 
his  Creator,by  eatingofthefruiteofthctreeoflifeatthe 
perfwafion  of  Satan, contrarie  to  his  exprefle  commande-  Sd  delhof  “ 
ment  to  whome  he  owed  all  obedience,  it  is  certaine  that 
neither  finne  nor  death , neither  through  them  any  kind 
of  miferie  and  calamitie  (hould  haue  had  any  pouter  ouer 
him.  But  as  by  his  Ingratitude  he  negleded  his  obedience 
to  his  Lord  and  Creator , fo  it  feemeth  alfo  that  his  pu- 
nifhment  was  according  to  the  manner  of  his  offence. 

For  his  owne  members,  which  before  were  in  fubiedion 
to  the  will  of  his  fpirite,  rebelled  againft  it,  and  that  with 
fuch  force,  that  they  Jed  him  often  captiue  into  the  bon- 
dage of  finne.  Now  although  weareneccfiarily  andiuftly 
made  inheritors  of  thefame  curfe  both  of  finne&  death 
yet  how  become  we  fo  dull  ofvnderftanding,  as  to  defire 
with  cheerefulnes  of  hart,  and  without  conftraint,to  fuc- 
ceede  him  in  the  caufe  therof,!  meane  Ingratitude, which 
we  ought  to  hate  in  greater  meafure , and  to  ffie  from  it  ^ 

more 
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more  than  from  death  it  felf,by  reafon  of  the  euils  u^hich 
it  hath  brought  vpon  vs  ? Notwithftanding,  if  we  lookc 
narrowly  into  the  iufteft  mans  life  that  is,  it  will  be  a hard 
matter , yea  altogither  vnpolTible,  to  find  it  purged  and 
exempted  of  thisdeteftable  vice , afwell  towards  God  as 
towards  his  neighbours . But  this  is  farre  woorfe,  to  be- 
hold the  greateft  part  of  men  to  nourilh  and  feede  their 
foules  with  Ingratitude , as  if  they  tooke  fingular  delight 
therein , by  accuftoming  their  mindes  to  keepe  very  dili- 
gently the  memorie  of  the  aduerfities  and  iniuries  which 
they  lufFer , and  to  let  the  remembrance  of  thofe  graces 
and  benefits  which  they  receiue,  flip  away  incontinently, 
eucn  as  foone  as  the  pleafure  of  them  is  paft.  Whereas  du- 
tie  bindeth  all  perfons  to  efteeme  as  a great  benefit,  all  fa- 
uour,  how  little  foeuer  it  be , which  the  heauens  or  men 
impart  vnto  them,  and  to  preferue  it  in  perpetuall  memo- 
rie,as  in  a mod  fafe  Treafurie,  wherein  they  may  keepe  & 
lay  vp  thofe  good  things  which  they  receiue. But  contra- 
riwife,  vnthankefull  men  iliffer  the  remembrance  of  their 
greateft  felicities  to  Aide  away  fuddenly  ; which  is  the 
caufe  that  they  are  alwaics  void  of  liappincs,  of  reft,  and 
tranquillitie,and  full  of  vnquietnes  & vneertainc  defires, 
which  is  an  argument  of  the  imperfedion  ol  their  reafon, 
and  of  their  ignorance  of  that  which  is  good.  This  is  that 
which  Seneca  faith , that  the  life  of  the  ignorant  is  vn- 
thankful,wauering,&  vnftaied  in  things  prefcnt,through 
the  defire  of  things  to  come.  And  as  it  is  the  propertie  of 
an  ignorant  man  to  be  alwaies  troublefome  to  himfelfe, 
fo  from  Ingratitude  and  the  forgetful nes  ofoiir  profperi- 
tiCjproceede  cares  & melancholie  pafiions  to  no  purpofe, 
which  confume  men,.^  pull  on  age  vpon  them  more  than 
yeeres.For  it  is  vnthankfuhies  that  caufeth  vs  to  be  neuer 
contented  with  our  prefent  eftate,  but  to  complaine  and 
murmure,in  fteede  of  giuing  praife  ( as  it  becommeth  vs) 
to  him  that  fendeth  vs  far  better  things  than  we  deferuc. 
Vpon  the  leaft  touch  of  affliction  , the  Ingratitude  for  a 
million  of  graces  receiued  before^  caufeth  vs  to  cry  out 
that  we  neuer  had  any  thing  but  mifliap  ; whereas  rather 

we 
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we  ought  to  take  aduerfitie  fora  Weffing  and  teftinionie 
ofthe  loueofGod  towards  vs,  being  aflured  that  by  lu-  God  dirpofeth 
ftice  rightly  ordeincd,  he  difpenfeth  pouertie  and  riches,  jlS 
health  &ikknes,  honor  and  contempt,  according  as  he  ' 
feeth  it  expedient  for  euery  one  of  vs.  Yea, it  is  neceffarie, 
by  reafon  of  the  intemperancie  ofour  fieih.which  is  redie 
tocali  oft  theyoke  of  the  Lord  when  he  handleth  vs  oiier- 
gendy,that  he  ftiould  reisie  vs  in  hard  with  the  bridle  and 
keep  vs  within  the  compaft'e  of fome  difcipline,  leaft  we 
wholy  glue  ouer  that  reruke&  obedience  which  we  owe 
viitolum.But to  vexeourfeluesvpon  euery occafion  and 
as  often  as  tilings  fal  out  contrary  to  our  iticonftant&  re- 
bellious will,  which  for  the  moft  part  is  ignorant  of  that 
which  belongeth  v.ito  it,  is  that  which  PythMoroi  fayd  To- 

«-^r«^W,ortooftend&woundourfouleandrpirit  ’bv 

confuiningtheni  with  cares  & griefe:  asalfo  not  ro  know 
that  one  cauie  which  moft  of  all  troubleth  this  miferabte 
lile,  IS  the  fuddain  entrance  of  forowes  and  irkfomnes  in- 
to the  hart,  which  afterward  will  not  depart  out  of  it  but 
byhtleandiitle.  Thefe  are  melancholy  pallions  voyd  of 
rea(on,whichfas/’/it<»faith)proceed  from  naughty  fumes 
and  bitter  vapors  gathered  togither  within  vs,  and  which 
afcendandminglethemfdues  amidft  the  paflages  of  the 

i ^ and  vnwoonted  dreams  teftifie 

&lignihe,that  there  is  w'ithin  vs  repletion  of  grofle  &glu- 
ilh  humors,&  perturbations  of  the  vital  fpiritsifo  are  tfoife 
eui  vapors  which  darken  our  fenfes,&  dimthe  eies  ofour  Thevavo.. 
foale:  namely  ignorance,  rebellion,  arrogancie,  murmu-  whShAe 
ring,vnfa  tiable  delires  & ocher  inward  corruptions  which 
ingratitude  ftirreth  vp  and  nouriiheth,  and  which  hinder  med.  * 

VS  kom  acknowledging  the  benefits  that  God  beftoweth 
vpon  vs,€ither  towards  him  by  thankfgiuing,  ortowards 
his  creatures  by  good  deeds,  which  he  accepteth  as  done 
to  himjelf.l-or  only  God  needech  nothing.neitherasketh 

any  thing  for  himfclf,but  only  willeth  vs  not  to  be  vn  thak- 

th  c pleafeth  him  to  giue  vs.  And  through 

this  felf  fame  fountain  of  the  corruptions  of  our  fou  le  we 
are  bewitched  with  vnthankful  forgetfulnes  ofthofegood 

turn5. 
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turns  which  we  receiue  from  our  like : yea  vpon  the  leaft 
diflike  of  them,  which  either  with,  or  without  reafon  we 
forge  in  our  braines,  we  fay,  that  neuer  any  did  vs  good. 
Thevaffailc,  for  the  leaft  deniall  or  hard  countenaunce 
which  he  recciueth  of  his  lord,  forgetteth  all  the  good 
turnes,furtherances  and  fauours,  which  before  that  time 
he  had  done  vnto  him . The  fonne  complaineth  of  the  fa- 
ther,the  brother  of  the  brother,  the  friend  of  the  friend, 
the  truant  of  the  mafter.  Alas  we  fee  but  too  many  fuch 
vngrateful  wretches  in  France,  who  eue  betray  & fel  daily 
them,of  whom  they  hold  all  their  aduancement  & great- 
nes.  Andifvnthankfulnesbe  familiar  with  the  meaner 
fort,  let  vs  not  thinke  that  it  is  farther  off  from  thofe  of 
Oftheingrati.  higher  Calling.  For  vpon  cuery  light  occafion,  efpecially 
tudcofgreac  jf  ^ fjian  frame  not  himfelfe  to  that  vice  which  they  haue 
in  greateft  recommendation,they  eafily  forget  all  the  fer- 
uice  that  hath  been  done  vnto  them  by  reafon  of  fome 
new-come  gueft,who  will  ihe w himfelfe  a feruiceable  mi- 
nifter  of  their  pleafures.  This  commeth  to  pafle  fooneft, 
when  they  grow  vp  and  increafe  in  calling  and  greatnes, 
bicaufe  commonly  as  they  mount  vp  in  calling  fnot  be- 
ing well  inftruded  in  vertuc)  they  waxe  worfe  and  worfe 
in  behauior.  But  let  them  boldly  take  this  for  an  infalli- 
ble rule,that  an  vnthankfull  prince  cannot  long  retaine  a 
good  man  in  his  feruice . For  the  hope  of  reward  (faith 
T/atarkff)  is  one  ohhc  elements  and  grounds  of  vertue, 
and  of  that  honor, bountie  and  humanitie,  wherwith  the 
prince  recompenceth  vertuous  men,  thereby  prouoking 
and  alluring  them  to  feeke  the  welfare  of  his  eftate  . This 
alfo  is  that  which  procureth  the  proceedings  of  Artes  and 
vertue  & Artes.  Scicnces,  and  that  which  bringeth  foorth  notable  wits  t 
as  contrarywife,  all  thefe  things  languifli  that  are  extin- 
giiiihed  by  litleandlitle  through  the  ingratitude  and  co- 
uetoufnes  of  thofe  that  rule.  The  ancients  faid  not  with- 
impuacncie&  out  caufe,  that  impudencie  was  the  companion  of  ingra- 
titude.  For  if  nobeaft  (as  they  fay)  is  fo  (hamelefte  as  an 
impudent, who  is  he  that  may  be  faid  to  haue  leife  fliamc, 
than  an  vnthankful  body  ? iTn^ndencie  (faith  TheophraHns) 

/> 
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is  a contempt  of  glory  ^ ror  ought  in  a man  through  the  defire  of  vile 
and  filthie  gayne  : and  that  man  ie  impudent  that  borovoeth 
fome  thing  of  him  whome  he  purpofeth  to  deceiue  . Are  not 
thefe  the  proper  e£feds  of  the  vice  of  Ingratitude,  which 
feeketh  nothing  elfe  but  to  drawe  away  the  coinnio- 
' ditie  and  profire  ofeucry  one,  being  vnwilling  to  doe 
i good  to  any, or  to  req  uite  a pleafure  receiued,  neither  ca- 
i ring  for  true  glory  and  immortall  honor, which  followeth 
euery  vertiious  adion  grounded  vpon  dutie  and  honefty.^ 

And  truly  it  is  a very  hard  matter  for  them  to  be  anfwera- 
ble  to  their  honor,  who  feeke  their  owne  profit  as  much 
as  may  be.  For  we  muft  know  that  in  cquitieand  reafon 
there  is  a difference  betweene  duetie,  and  that  which  we 
commonly  call  profit ; yea  they  are  diftind  things,and  fe-  profit 

parated  one  ft  6 the  other, as  honeftie  is  from  fuch  earthly 
commoditie.  I'his  latter  maketh  men  voyd  of  feare  to 
breake  a funder  and  to  diffolue  whatfoeuer  was  ordeined 
and  ioyned  togither  both  by  the  law  of  God  and  man,  fo 
that  they  may  gaine  thereby.  But  the  other  cleane  con- 
trary, caufeth  them  to  imploy  liberally  their  good^,  tra- 
uell,  induftrie,  and  whatfoeuer  elfe  is  in  their  power,  that 
they  may  profit  euery  one,  and  that  without  hope  of  any 
recompence  i albeit  they  that  receiue  good  turnes  arc  / 

bound  to  returncagaine  the  like  to  their  benefadors  ac- 
cording to  their  abilitie,  and  to  acknowledge  their  kind- 

nes.For  this  caufeamongft  thelawes  ofDnic^^eftablithed  ’ 2— 

amongtheAthenians,therewasacommandement,  that 
ifany  man  had  receiued  a benefit  of  his  neighbor,  and  it 
wereproouedagainft  him  long  time  after,  that  he  had 
been  vn  thankfull  for  it,  & had  ill  acknowledged  the  good  a law 
turne receiued,  I fay,  that  fuch  a one  Oiould  be  put  to  vnthankfui 
death.  And  although  no  hilfories  are  able  to  fiiew  vnto 
vs  any  kings  or  princes,  which  furmounted,  yea,  which 
matched  the  great  in  munificence  and  libera- 

litie,  or  luliue  Cafar  inpardoning  iniuries,  yet  we  read  of 
them,  that  when  they  had  knowledge  of  an  vngratefull  ' 

perfon,  Alexander  neuer  gaue  vnto  him,  nor  CafareiKV 
forgauehim:  fo  greatly  haue  vertuousmen  alwayes  ha- 
ted 
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The  fruits  of 
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Examples  a- 
gainlt  ingra- 
titude. 
V/fthia, 


Of  Ingratitude. 

^ed  ingratitude.  It  is  reported  of  the  Storke,  that  as  often 
as  (lie  hath  yong,  (lie  cafteth  one  out  of  the  neaft  for  the 
hire  of  the  houfe,  and  rew^ard  of  him  that  lodged  hir  . O 
barbarous  ingratitude,to  behold  him  that  hath  been  lod- 
ged,ferued^and  brought  vp  in  a houfe,  and  that  with  the 
Iweate  and  labor  of  another,  to  feeke  and  to  endeuor  the 
fpoil  of  all  that  is  therin,euen  to  the  honor,&  oftentimes 
the  life  of  his  hoft ! Is  it  not  the  fame  vice  of  vnthankful-  ' 
nes  that  foweth  dilTentions  and  quarels  betwxen  the  chil- 
dren & the  father, between  brethren,  kinffolks  & friends, 
andallforwantofacknowledgingone  towards  another, 
that  bond  of  nature  wherewith  we  ought  to  be  tied,  and 
that  fecondary  fupply  of  good  turns,  which  knit  vs  ynfe- 
parably,  and  make  vs  daily  beholding  vnto  them,  if  we 
confiderexadly  the  nature  of  our  eftatc,  which  cannot 
Hand  without  the  fuccor  and  aide  of  many,  how  great  fo 
euer  we  be  ? But  what  ? We  fee  by  experience  that  which 
one  of  the  Ancients  faid,  TW  a//  bHma;7e  things  grorve  to  he 
old,  and  come  to  the  end  of  their  time,  excepf  Ingratitude,  For  the 
greater  the  encreafe  ofmortall  men  ts , the  more  doth  vnthanks 
fulnejfe  augment.  And  yet  we  may  note  many  examples  in 
hiftoriesagainftthis  vice,  which  ought  to  awaken  vs  in 
ourdutie.  is  exceedingly  commended  by  Hiftq- 

riographers,bicaure  he  was  gentle,  and  familiar  with  his 
friendes , ready  to  pardon  them  when  they  had  angred 
him,  and  very  earneft  and  forward  in  requiting  & recom- 
pencing  thofegood  turnes  which  he  had  receiued.Which 
caufed  him  to  be  grieued  aboue  meafure  for  the  death  of 
a friend  of  his : not  (as  he  faid)  bicaufe  he  faw  that  befall 
him  which  is  common  and  neceflarily  incident  to  the  na- 
ture of  man,but  bicaufe  he  had  loft  all  means  of  acknow- 
ledging vnto  him  thofe  benefits  which  he  had  receiued : 
whereupon  he  reprooued  and  blamed  himfclfefor  delay- 
ing and  deferring  it  ouer-long.  For  truly  money  lent  may 
well  be  reftored  to  his  heires  that  did  lend  it : but  it  go  - 
eth  to  the  hart  of  a man  that  is  of  a good,  noble,  and  ex- 
cellent nature,  if  he  cannot  make  the  felte  fame  man  that 
benefited  him, to  feele  the  recompence  of  thofe  pleafures 

which 
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which  he  receiiicd.  Thiscaiifed  the  ancients  not  ondy  to 
feare  the  note  of  ingratitude  tou^ards  their  friends,  but 
alfo  to  contend  with  their  enimies  which  of  them  fliould 
do  moft  good,  and  il^ew  greated  currehe  to  his  compani- 
on, as  the  fame  did  behauehimfelfe  towards  the 
Romanes,  who  had  giuen  him  intelligence  of  a treafoii 
that  was  in  hand  againft  him , For  he  to  acknowledge  this 
good  turne,fent  backe  vnto  them  a great  number  of  pri- 
foners  taken  in  warre,  which  were  then  in  his  cudodie, 
and  would  not  let  them  pay  any  raunfome . But  the  Ro- 
manes, being  vnwilling  that  he  {liould  excell  them  in  a- 
ny  kind  of  beneficence , as  alfo  bicaufe  they  would  not 
giueoccafion  that  any  flioiild  thinke  they  meant  to  re- 
ceiue a reward  for  notconfenting  vnto  a wicked  ad:,  fenc 
him  as  many  prifoners  of  his  fora  counter-change!  Cir- cheer  iu,. 

whohad  been  fecretarie  to  the  great  Sciph,  when 
he  perceiued  that  he  was  a competitor,  and  ioinc-futer 
for  the  PretorHiip  with  the  fonne  of  the  fame  Sciph,  he 
feared  fo  greatly  leaft  he  fliould  be  noted  with  ingrati- 
tude towards  his  fonne,  vnto  whom  he  was  fo  ^reatly 
bound,  and  of  whom  he  hadreceiued  his  aduancement, 
that  putting  off  the  white  garment  which  they  vfed  to 
weare  that  fued  for  offices,  he  became  a follicitor  for  Sci^ 
and  procured  him  tnat  honourable  eflate  wherewith 
himfelfc  niight  haue  been  furnifhed,  preferring  immortal 
renownc  before  that,as  one  that  would  not  Ihew  himfelfe 
vnrhankful  towards  them  vnto  whom  he  was  beholding. 

A f A „ot»b.ehi«o. 
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ana  Admiral  or  the  Infidels  in  their  warre  againfl  Baldmn  ‘‘ieofan  Arabia 

kiiio' ...in: r nr  1 ♦ n.n 


king  of  leruralem,  who  not  willing  to  fufferhimfclfto  be 
ouercome  in  beneficence,  much  lefle  to  beare  the  name 
of  an  vnthankfuil  body  towards  the  faid  prince,  who  had 
once  let  him  & his  w'ife  at  lioertie  w'hen  they  w'ere  his  pri- 
foners, went  by  night  vnto  him  into  a towne  whither  he 
was  retired  after  the  loiTe  of  a bartell,&  declared  vnto  him  ' 
thepurpofcofhiscompanions;  wherupon  he  led  him  out 
of  the  tow.n,and  conduded  him  vntil  he  had  brought  him 
out  of  all  danger . Moreouer  as  concerning  that  which  we 

haue 
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haue  alreadie  touched, that  great  men  ought  to  haue  fpe- 
ciall  regard  to  this,  that  they  be  not  vnthankfuU,  but  re- 
ward liberally  men  of  deferc,  forafmuchas  thispoint  be- 
longeth  principally  to  the  vertue  of liberalitie,which  fub- 
' ied  is  fufheient  for  a feuerall  difcourfe,we  wil  content  our 
fellies  without  any  further  addition  , with  the  propoun- 
naU%et,  ^fng  of  a notable  example  of  *Baiaz.ety  emperour  of  the 
V Turkes  touching  this  matter.  This  man  being  aduertifed 
at  the  taking  of  the  town  of  Modona  from  the  Venetians 
ofthe  valureofayonglanitfaricoftheageof  2 2.yeeres, 
who  was  the  firft  that  mounted  vpon  the  wall,  wherupon 
5 oooo.Ianitfaries  mo  being  mooued  therewith  were  im- 
boldnedtodoe  thelike,  gaue  himprefently  an  office  of 
Smgeat^  which  is  one  of  the  greateft  & richeft  eliates  next 
to  the  BafehaSjandis  valuedat  loooo.  duckatsin  yeere- 
ly  reuenues.  Now  if  we  defirc  to  follow  to  the  vttermoft 
of  our  power,  the  noble  courage  of  thefe  famous  perfo- 
nages,  that  fo  we  may  not  fall  into  the  fhamefull  vice  of 
ingratitude,  this  will  helpe  vs  greatly,if  we  alwais efteeme 
the  benefit  which  we  receiue  of  another , greater  than  it 
Amcantokeep  j and  Contrary  wife,  rcpute  that  leffe  than  it  is,  which 
we  giue  . For  thereby  we  fiiall  feele  our  felues  vrged, 
and  as  it  were  bound  voluntarily  to  continue  to  doe 
good  toour  like,and  fo  preferue  the  bond  ofhumane  fo- 
cietieinuiolable.  Neitherlet  vs  (as  proud  and  vain-glori- 
ous men  do,who  vaunt  that  they  ftand  in  need  of  none) 
difdain  to  receiue  a pleafure  of  our  friends,althoiigh  they 
be  ofleffe  calling  than  we,  when  they  defire  our  friend- 
fliip . For  if  it  be  an  honeft  thing  to  do  good  to  all,  it  can- 
not be  diflioneft  to  receiue  likewfife  of  all,  bicaufe  a recei- 
uer  is  as  needefull  as  a giuerfor  the  accomplifliing  of  a 
goodtumc.  Furthermore,  this  wfill  be  another  great  oc- 
^ ‘ cafion  of  preferuing  the  common  & mutuall  bond,  wher- 

by  we  ftand  bound  one  to  another,  and  of  banifiiing  all 
ingratitude  from  amongft  men,  if  we  obferue  this  point 
ArtaKcrxcs  alwais,to  rcquitc  double  if  we  can  that  good  turne  which 

chankfuiivac.  wc  recciue  of  another.  aArtaxerxes  king  of  Perfia  difdai- 
ned  not  the  water  which  a poore  handycraftfman,  as  he 
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fa w him  paffe  by,  brought  from  a riuer  in  his  hands  and 
gauehim,  butreceiuedit  withafmiling  and  cheerefull 
countenanc€,meafuring  the  grace  of  the  gift,  not  accor- 
ding to  the  value  of  the  prefent,  but  according  to  his 
good  will  that  offered  it  . He  thought  it  no  leffe  an  ade  of 
magnanimitie  and  kinglie  bountie  to  take  fmall  prefents 
in  good  part,  andtoreceiue  them  with  a good  counte- 
nance,than  to  giue  greater.  Againe, we  are  to  know, that  a 
good  man  muftneuer  giue  ouertodo  good  to  all,  not- 
withftandingany  pretence  of  Ingratitude  wherwith  they 
may  be  noted,  whome  he  hath  alreadie  bound  vnto  him . 

For  (as  Tkto  faith)  that  is  true  vertue,which  fetteth  it  felf 
on  worke,  in  refped  of  no  other  end  than  of  it  felfe : yea 
vertue  is  a very  fufhcient  recompcnce  vnto  it  felfe.  So  al-  pence  to  it  fdfr. 
though  a man  haue  occafion  to  be  grieued  at  an  vnthank- 
fullperfon,  yet  he  hath  no  libertieto  repent  him  of  the 
good  turne  which  he  hath  done  him. Yea  the  vnwoorthi- 
er  he  is  that  receiueth  a benefit,the  more  is  he  to  be  com- 
mended from  whome  it  commeth  . And  we  may  aflure 
our  felues  that  that  thing  onely  is  giuen , w'hich  is  giuen 
without  any  refped.  For  if  there  be  hope  of  recompence, 
the  benefador  deferueth  not  at  all  the  name  of  a liberall 
man,but  ofone  that  giueth  out  to  vfurie. Therefore  Cicero 
mifliketh  the  rehearfing  of  duties  done  one  to  another, 
fayingrthat  thofe  men  are  odious  which  vpbraid  the  good 
turnes  they  haue  done,the  remembrance  of  which  the  re- 
cciuer  ought  to  retaine,  and  the  giuer  muft  paffe  them  o- 
uer  in  filence  : feeing  the  greateft  contentation,  which  an 
excellent  and  noble-minded  man  can  take  in  his  glorious 
deedes  and  adions , is  to  feehimfelfe  adorned  with  that 
vertue  which  is  profitable  to  others, but  to  it  felfe  is  fruit- 
Ics, painfull, and  perilous.  To  the  ende  therefore  that  we 
may  reape  profit  by  all  that  hath  beene  heere  difeourfed, 
feeing  we  knowe  by  ouer-many  experiences  vnto  what 
mifehiefe  Ingratitude  hath  made  vs  fubied,  let  vs  awaken  rhefleepeof 
ourfpirits  out  of  the  deepc  fleepeof  ignorance,  which  theipiriceis 
hath  fo  long  time  pofTeffed  them,con{idering  that  fas  Py- 
thagorae  faidj  the  fleepe  of  the  fpiritc  is  worfe  than  death . 

Ff  j Therefore 
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Therefore  let  vs  watch  in  fpirite,  that  both  with  hart  and 
voice  we  may  fing  and  fet  foorth  the  vnfpeakeable  bene- 
fits that  are  daily  offered  vnto  vs  by  the  goodnes  of  God, 
whereof  we  fliall  be  made  partakers  through  his  grace , if 
our  frowardnes  be  no  let  vnto  vs.  Let  our  ioy,contentati- 
on  and  pleafure  be  in  them  that  deftroy  and  driue  farre 
from  vs  all  irkefomncs,,  and  fad  melancholic,  and  let  vs 
take  fingular  delight  in  profiting  one  another  by  good 
turnes  and  benefits  : yea  let  vs  fhewethatwe  hauc  fuch 
noble  minds, that  no  Ingratitude  can  turne  vs  afide  from 
the  defire  of  doing  good  to  all.  Laftly  ,let  vs  recorapence 
double,&  reward  withoutreckoningthofe  good  turnes, 
which  we  receiue  of  others,  rather  fearing  leaft  we  fliould 
be  ouercome in  beneficence,  tlianin  worldly  reputation 
andglorie. 

The  ende  of  the  tenth  dates  work^. 


THE  ELEVENTH  DAIES  WORKE. 
Of  Ltheralitie^and  of  the  vfe  of  riches.  Chap./^i . 


A S E R 


^ luine  Plato  handling  good 
andeuillthings,raith  : That 


k Prudence , Temperance,  Fcrti^ 
tude,(jr  lujlice,  are  good  things, 
and  that  their  contraries  are  e- 
I uilUnamely : want  ofTnidence, 
Intemperance,  Cowardlines, and 
_ _ ^ j/«/«/if/<rf’.Asfor  the  goods  of 

Fortune, and  of  the  bodie,as  riches,  glorie,  friends, & ho- 
nor, beautie,  health,  ftrength,  and  dexteritie,  he  calleth 
thenimeaneor  indifferent  things,  which  of  themfelues 

are 
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are  neither  good  nor  bad , but  become  either  the  one  or 
the  other , as  they  are  vfed  w^'ith  prudence , or  abufed  by 
imprudence  and  want  ofdifcretion.  Nowe  feeing  we  en- 
tredyefterday  into  thofe  points  that  depend  of  luftice,  I 
thinke  the  fequele  of  our  matter  requireth  of  vs  the  hand- 
ling of  Liberaiitie,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  excellent 
vfeofthofemeanes  which  Godputteth  into  our  handes 
for  the  fuccouring  of  many:  which  vertue  ('as  Cicero  faith) 
is  altogither  ioined  to  luftice,  and  ought  to  be  guided  by 
moderation  and  reafon.  Nowe  my  Companions,!  leaue 
the  difeourfe  of  this  matter  to  you. 

A M A N A.  The  vnftable  richesof  earthly  treafure fas 
^gdpetPuwvoiQ  xo  fuTiimantu)ir[\\X.2XQ.  the  courfeof 
floating  waters.  They  abound  for  a little  while  to  fuch  as 
thinke  they  haue  them,  and  fuddenly  they  returne  backe 
I againe  and  go  to  others  : but  the  treafure  of  Liberalitie 
I and  largeife,  onely  abideth  ftill  with  him  thatpofreffeth 

Aram.  The  habite  of  Liberalitie  is  a garment  that 
neuer  waxethold,  andcharitie  towards  the  poore  is  an 
incorruptible  ornament . Diligence  is  fufficient  to  make 
a man  rich  when  meanes  are  offered, but  nobility  of  mind 
is  requifitein  the  beflowing  of  great  riches  vpon  com- 
mendable things.  To  this  purpofe faith,  that  a nig- 
gard fometinie  is  not  wicked, but  neuer  good.  Now  then 
A c H I T o B,inftru(5i:  vs  fufficiently  in  this  goodly  matter. 

^ Ac  H I T o B.  Seeing  Liberalitie  is  a vertuebetweene 
tnefe  two  vices, and  Prodigalities  and  feeing  the 
iudgement  of  reafon  ought  to  be  the  diredor  and  mai- 
llerofgiuing,andoffreeLiberalitie,  that  it  be  not  abufed 
in  deIights,orfauour  of  the  wicked  , but  vfed  with  a pru- 
dent and  ripe  deliberation ; whercs  when^mA  <iAfauch  as 
ought  to  be,  I am  of  opinion  that  we  may  not  vnfitly  ap- 
propriate the  effeds  of  this  vertue  of  Liberalitie , to  the 
good  vfe  of  Riches , which  of  themfelues  are  not  able  to 
make  a man  better  or  more  happy,as  we  were  before  fuf- 
ficiently  taught : but  if  they  be  ioined  with  the  know- 
ledge of  truehoneftie,  and  perfed  goodnes , they  offer 

F f i)  meanes  ^ ^ ’ 
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meanesvn to  him  whereby  he  may  the  better  execute  his 
good  and  honeft  inclinations,  to  the  profite  and  reliefe  of 
all  them  that  ftand  in  neede.  Heereupon  we  muftbeftow 
onely  whatfoeuer  we  haue'  more  than  neceffarie  : firft  vp- 
onthem  that  are  of  our  blood  and  kindred,  then  vpon 
all  indifferently  that  want  our  helpe.  And  thisisfuchan 
excellent  and  commendable  deede,  that  AriUotle  and  all 
Ariftotiesopini-  the  Petipatecians  maintained  this  opinion ,,  that  a happic 
ahappfeTifrie-  Hfc  which  conliftecli  in  the  perfed  vfe  of  vertue, could  not 
ftitutcofbodiiie  bein  allrefpeds  abfolute^ifit  wanted  the  affiftance  of  bo- 
dilie  and  externall  goods,  which  areas  inftrumentsto 
further  a man  in  the  good  and  vertuous  execution  of  his 
honeft  defires . But  wc  (liewed  heeretoforc  by  good  rea- 
fon,and  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Academicks  and 
Stoicks,  that  vertue  onely  is  fufficient  of  it  felfe  to  make  a 
man  liue  happily , and  that  his  vertue  cannot  be  either 
more  honored , or  difgraccd  through  the  abundant  ha- 
iling or  not  hauing  of  the  goods  of  fortune , and  of  the 
bodie,  feeing  all  other  things  receiue  their  glorie  from 
vertue, and  are  notable  to  adde  any  thereunto.  And  ther- 
A poore  man  fore  a poore  vertuous  man  is  not  kept  from  any  perfed 
may  beliberaii.  ofvertue,no  not  ofLiberalitie,which  confifteth  not ia 
w^afting  much  wealth,  butinfuccouringthc  afflided  wil- 
lingly,and  in  helping  euery  one  according  to  abilitic.For 
\ this  caufe  the  poore  womans  mite  was  efteemed  of  God 

for  a greater  gift , than  were  all  the  prefentsof  the  rich, 
bicaufe  they  gaue  of  their  abundance,  and  (lie  of  that  litle 
w'hich  file  had.  In  this  manner  then  euery  good  man  may 
iuftly  deferue  the  name  of  liberall , neither  may  any  man 
excufe  himfelfe  for  not  pradifing  liberalitie  according  to 
his  abilitie  . But  chiefly  rich  and  mightie  men  are  bound 
■ thereunto  by  that  commandement  giuen  vnto  them  in 
Luke  the  fcripture,to  make  them  friends  with  the  riches  ofini- 

quity . They  muft  take  good  heede  that  they  pafle  not  the 
boundsof  this  vertue  of  Liberalitie,  butftridly  obferue 
thofe  three  points  alreadie  touched  by  me,  namely:  that 
they  be  liberall,  and  A/mnehasis  requifitc. 

For  when  Princes  beftow  ellates,, offices,,  or  monie,  vpon< 

vnwoor- 
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vnwoorthie  perfons.they  giue  whcre,and  more  than  they  How  princes 
ought.  And  if  in  time  of  »'arre,or  calamities  of  their  pco-  ’’fS 
ple,they  giue  to  flatterers,dancers,  and  minilters  of  their  ° 
pleafures.and  confumemuchvpon  feafts,playes,Turneis, 
and  MaskSjthey  (pend  when  and  where  they  ought  not,de- 
feruingtherby  the  name  of  prodigall  men,  andlouers  of 
riot  and  fuperfluitie,howfoeuer  flattering  courtiers  labor 
todifguife  ruchu'aftfullfpendings  with  the  name  oflar- 
geile  and  liberalitie.Butfuch  fuperfluous  expences  bring 
foortheffeds  contrary  to  the  vertue  and  dutie  of  a king, 
cauling princes  to  leuie extraordinarie  taxes  and  tributes 
vponnoiuftneceflicie,  which  is  wholy  to  ouerthrow  tiie 
vfe  of  liberalitie . And  this  is  done  alfo  by  men  of  mea-  i'*- 
ner  calling,  when  in  their  adions  and  expences  they  pro-  th’/boun’d's'S' 
pound  to  themfelues  another  ende  than  good  workes 
grounded  vpon  the  loue  oftheir  neighbors  according  to 
chatitie.  Ocero  giueth  vs  a very  good  precept  againft  the 
opinion  of  many  in  our  time, who  giueoutin  fpeech.that 
they  are  borne  to  do  great  things,  namely,  topradife  li- 
beralitie.and  beingpooreof worldly  goods,  feeketo  in- 
rich themlelues  by  vnlawfull  and  vniuft  meanes,that  they 
may  bring  to  pafTe  their  loftie  defires  : thinking  after- 
wards  through  good-deeds  and  great  liberalitie  to  make 

amendsforthatfault  which  they  haue  committed  . But 

fas  that  father  of  Philofophie  faith)  our  goods  and  patri- 
monie  muft  be  iuftly  gotten,  not  by  diflionelt  and  hateful 
game : fecondly,  we  muft  profile  as  many  as  we  can,  fo 
that  they  be  worthie  thereof.  Moreouera  man  may  and 
ought  to  incrcafeit  by  reafon^diligence^and  fpariHg,  but 
to  mamtaine  liberalitie  rather  than  to  minifter  vnto  luft 
voluptuoufneSjOr  heaping  vp of  treafurcs.  And  yet  now 
a daies  thefe  are  the  principall  occafions  for  which  riches 
are  defired,  which  as  they  increafe,  fo  we  will  haue  our 
traine  augmented,  and  our  table  to  be  anfwerable  there- 
unto. Then  although  ouer-great  abundance  remaine,  yet 
we  exercife  very  coldly  the  true  works  of  liberalitie,  which 
are  to  fuccor  the  needie.  But  this  is  to  befarre  feparated 
iFom  the  commendable  end^and  good  vfe  of  riches, wher- 
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of  all  that  we  haue  ouer  and  aboue  our  neceffitie  ought  to 
be  imploied  in  the  feruice  of  the  common-wealth,  in  re- 
lieuing  the  poore,difeafed,afflifted,and  prifoners,  in  pro- 
curing the  good  bringing  vp  of  youth,  and  generally  in 
exercifing  all  other  deeds  of  pietie:  accounting  it  great 
t>aine  to  helpe  the  poore,fceing  God  is  the  rewarder  ther- 
of.  Amongtt  the  ancient  Romanes  there  was  a law  kept 
inuiolably,  Thatmman fhouldfreftme tomake afubhkefeaft, 
except  before  he  badfrouidedfor  all  the  poore  of  hie  qmrter.hnA. 
they  accounted  it  a great  (hame  and  offence  to  the  com- 
mon-wealth to  fee  any  man  beg  in  the  ftreets , Therefore 
TiUto  faidjtbat  where  there  are  beggers  in  a towne,  there 
are  alfo  thieues  & church-robbers.  Now  if  we  that  beare 
the  name  of  Chriftians,  and  acknowledge  the  poore  to 
be  members  of  lefus  Chrift,  are  not  alhamed  to  banquet 
and  feaft,when  as  in  the  meane  time  the  needy  crie  at  our 
gates,  and  almoft  die  of  hunger,  doe  we  not  thinke  that 
diefe  Heathen  men  fliaU  rife  in  iudgement  before  that 
great  and  iuft  fudge  , to  accufe  and  condemne  vs  as 
thieues  and  church-robbers  , and  chieflie  them  that 
maintaine  their  delights  and  pleafure  with  the  goods 
of  the  poore,  towards  whom  the  liberall  diftribution  of 
our  owne  wealth  erpeeially  ought  to  be  extended  both 
by  the  lawe  of  God  and  man  ? We  muft  feede  the  poore, 
and  not  kill  them  : but  to  denie  them  nouriftiment,  or  to 
driue  them  from  vs,is  to  kill  them.  For  this  eznkSpami^ 
«W4#captainegenerall  of  the  Thebanes,  hairing  know- 
ledge of  a very  rich  man  that  had  no  care  ofthe  poore  in 
thetownejfent  a poore  needie  fellow  vnto  him, and  com- 
manded him  vnder  great  penaltie  to  giue  prefently  with- 
outfaile  600.  crownesto  that  poore  man  . The  citizen 
hearing  this  commandement,  came  vnto  him  to  know 
theoccalion  and  caufethereof ; It  is  (quoth  Spaminondas) 

bicaafe  this  man  beinghosteii  is  poore,  and  thou  which  hail  rob“^ 
bed  greatly  the  common-wealth, art  rich : compelling  him  thereu- 
pon to  be  hberallin  defpite  of  his  teeth.  So  carefull  were  the  an- 
cients to  helpe  them  that  had  need, and  to  (hew  thefelues 
enimies  vnto  them  that  made  no  account  ofthe  poore. 
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But  ifu'eftiould  diligently  fearch  all  hiftories  and  deeds 
of  famous  men,  yet  could  we  not  find  a more  notable  ex- 
ample,or  worthy  to  be  folowed  than  tharof  C/>w««  the  A-  pi,™f  * 
thenian,who  hauing  gotte  great  wealth  honorably,  both  trucvfeof 
for  himfelf  and  his  country,  by  the  taking  andouerthrow 
ofmany  Barbarians  and  townes  belonging  vnto  them, 
knewneuerthcleflehowto  beftowit  liberally  with  grea- 
ter glory  and  honor,  by  relieuing  all  his  poore  countrey- 
men  to  whom  his  houfe  was  as  an  hofpitall  wherein  they 
were  all  nourilhed  and  fed  at  an  ordinarie  that  was  com- 
mon to  fo  many  as  would  come  thither,  which  was  furni- 
flied,not  with  daintie  and  delicate  fare,  thereby  to  occafi- 
on  rich  folks  to  (eekeit  out,but  with  many  common  ibrts 
of  viduals  in  all  plentie  and  abundance,  and  that  for  a 
great  number  of  perfons.  This  he  did  chiefly,  as  he  fayd, 
to  the  endthat  poore  honeftmen  might  haue  the  more 
leafure  to  imploy  themfclues  about  the  affaires  & fei  uice 
of  the  common-wealth,  and  not  be  diuerted  from  that 
through  trauell  and  care  to  get  theiy  lining  by  the  exer- 
cife  of  handicrafts.  Befides,  hecaufedall  the  inclofures, 
hedges  and  ditches  ofhis  lands  and  inheritance  to  beta- 
ken away,  that  flrangers  which  pafled  by,  and  his  owne 
countreymen  that  wanted,  might  take  of  the  fruits  that 
were  there  according  to  their  neceffitie . Now  ifthis  ver- 
tue  ofliberalitie  be  praife-woorthie  in  all  perfonsthat  vfe 
It  well  according  to  their  abilitie,  it  is  moftofall  neceffa- 
rie,honorable  and  profitable  for  kings  and  princes,heads  tiberM/eicmoii 
and  captains  of  armies,  gouernoursof  eftatesand  com- 
mon-wealths,  asthat  which  procureth  vnto  them,  more 
than  any  other  thing,the  good  will  of  euery  one,  wherein 
the  chiefe  ftrength  and  flay  of  their  greatneffe  confifteth. 

But  withall  they  haue  great  need  of  prudence  and  iuftice 
efpeciailyfoueraigne  princes,  todiftribute  liberally  and 
according  to  harmonicall  proportion  their  giftes,  graces, 
and  good  turnes, whether  they  be  eftates,  oflices,  benefi- 
ces, knighthoods,  exemptions,  freedoms,  and  other  re- 
compences  due  as  rewards  to  their  fubieas,according  as 
cuery  onedeferueth.  It  bclongeth  principally  to  them  to 
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keep  religioufly  and  from  point  to  point  the  lawes  of  li- 
beralitie,naarking'well  to  whom  they  giue,  how  much  is 
giuen,at  what  time, in  what  place,  to  what  end,  and  their 
owne  abilitie  that  glue  • Moreouer  a foueraigne  muft 
looke  that  recompence  go  before  gift,  by  rewarding  firft 
thofe  that  haiie  deferued,  before  he  giue  to  the  that  haue 
deferued  nothing:  and  aboue  all  things  he  muft  meafure 
hiSlargefleatthefooteofhispower . But  when  the  iuft 
rewards  of  fubieds  and  honeft  men  arc  diftributed  a- 
mongft  the  vicious,  ftrangers,  and  vnwoorthy  perfons, 
this  is  that  which  oftentimes  (etteth  fiorifliing  eftates  on 
fire  . There  is  neuer  any  want  of  flatterers  and  of  impu- 
dent craiiers  about  kings,  whofeonely  drift  is  to  fup  yp 
the  blond,  gnaw  the  bones,  and  fucke  the  marow  of  prin- 
ces and  their  fubieds^  to  fatifhe  their  foolifli  & vnprofita- 
bleexpences,  which  are  fuch  and  fo  great,  that  a man  is 
well  at  eafe  to  giue  them  any  thing,they  are  al  wais  fo  nec- 
dicandmonylefle,  andftickenot  to  fay  that  they  neuer 
receiue  good  of  their  mafters.  In  the  meane  while,  they 
that  haue  beft  deferued  of  the  common-wealth,  are  com- 
monly remooued  furtheft  from  their  maiefties  r which 
commethtopaflebothby  the  ignorance  of  the  greater 
fort,  who  make  but  a bad  choice  offeniants  worthy  their 
fauour,  as  alfo  bicaufc  the  honor  & credite  of  good  men 
forbiddeth  them  by  flattery  and  begging  to  feek  after  the 
rewards  of  vertue,which  (hould  be  onred  vnto  them.  But 
notto  wander  farre  from  our  matter  fubied,  let  vs  now 
conflder  of  feme  notable  examples  of  the  Ancients  con- 
cerning tliis  wherof  we  haue  heredifcourfed.It  was  by  his 
magnificall  and  incomparable  liberalitie,  that  Alexander 
the  great  made  a way  for  his  noble  plat-formes,  whereby 
he  became  monarch  of  three  parts  of  the  world,  diftribu- 
ting  liberally  all  his  demains  amongft  the  Macedonians, 
as  before  we  mentioned.  But  w’hat  a notable  teftimonie 
of  this  his  liberalitie  did  he  giue  a frefli,  when  during  the 
warre  he  caufed  this  to  be  publilhed  in  his  armie,  that  all 
they  that  were  indebted  vpon  any  occafion  whatfoeuer, 
fhould  bring  their  creditors  vnto  him,  and  he  would  dif- 
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charge  all  their  debts  ? Which  thing  he  likewife  perfor- 
med. Moreouer,  who  will  not  admire  the  liberality  which 
all  his  life  time  he  exerciied  towards  the  learned  men  of 
his  time  ? We  read  that  he  gatie  at  one  time  to  his  maifter 
Ariftotley^OQ,l2L\QntSywh\c)n  amount  t048oooo.crowneS; 
as  a reward  for  his  painesjtrauels,and  expences  which  he 
had  beene  at  in  deferibing  the  nature  and  propertie  of  li- 
uing  creatures.He  fent  to  ^mxarchi4^  the  Philolbpher  jo* 
Talents, which  are  3 0000  .Crownes,but  he  reftifed  them, 
faying  : that  he  knewe  not  what  to  doe  with  fb  great  a 
fumme . ivhat  (faid  zyllexander  then)  hath  he  no  firendes  to 
fleafiireyfeemg  all  kln^  Daritu  wealth  mil  not  fuffice  me  to  dtHri- 
hmeamongfl  mine  owne  I *Terilltu  befought  him  to  giue  him 
fome  monie  towards  the  mariage  of  his  daughters,wher- 
vpon  he  gaue  to  him  alfo  50  Talents . And  when  he  told 
him  that  it  was  too  much  by  halfe^he  replied  thus ; Jfhalj 
he  enough  for  thee  to  take^yet  is  it  not  enough for  me  to  ^/;«tf.Like- 
wife  he  gaue  to  a poore  Egyptian  asking  his  almes^arich 
and  populous  cirie , & when  the  other  all  aftonifhed  fup- 
pofed  that  he  mocked  him : Take  (quoth  he  to  him)  that 
which  I giue  thee : for  if  thou  art  Tiace  that  cUmandeJlylam  A- 
lexander  thatgiueth . The  hrf]:  Monarch  of  the  Cafarsds  he 
not  alfo  exceedingly  praifed  of  Hiftoriographers  for  the 
liberallefi:  Prince  of  his  timc,and  for  fuch  a one  as  (liewed 
in  deede,that  he  loued  not  riches  in  warre,that  afterward 
he  might  at  his  pleafure  line  in  delight , or  abufe  them  a- 
bout  his  owne  pleafures,  but  that  they  were  the  common 
3rice  and  reward  of  vertue , which  he  laid  vp  to  recom- 
mence valiant  and  honeft  men  withall  Of  which  reward 
le  faid  he  would  haue  no  part,  but  only  diftribute  it  to  e- 
uery  one  according  to  his  defert . Antonius  one  of  his  fuc- 
ceffours , fought  to  imitate  him  in  this  bountifull  libera- 
jtitic.For  proofe  heereof  may  feruc  that  commandement, 
which  he  gaue  to  his  Treaforer  to  double  the  halfe  of 
2500.  Crownes,  which  he  had  giuen  to  one  of  his  fauo- 
rits,  whereas  his  Treaforer  that  brought  him  the  faide 
fumme,  when  he  beheld  it,  thought  that  he  flx>uld  haue 
diminifhed  the  gift.  But  he  flained  this  vertue  with  a per- 
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petuall  blot  and  infamie, which  caufed  his  deflru(5tion,  in 
that  he  applied  it  to  the  feruice  and  maintenance  of  his 
delights  and  pleafures,  and  abufed  it  in  the  fauor  and  be- 
halfe  of  the  wicked, which  is  al  one  in  great  men  as  if  they 
themfelues  were  authors  of  vice  and  iniqu-itie . Archelam 
king  of  Macedonia,  may  ferue  vnto  them  for  a notable 
example , whereby  they  may  learne  to  keepe  themfelues 
in  their  eftates  from  fuch  a pernitious  euill.  This  king  be- 
ing requefted  by  a Minion  of  his  Court  to  giue  him  a cup 
ofgold  wherein  he  dranke,  deliuered  it  to  his  Page,  com- 
manding him  to  beare  and  giue  the  fame  to  Sfiripidesywho 
was  there  prefent,and  then  faid  to  the  other:  As  for  thee, 
thou  art  woorthie  to  aske,and  to  be  denied  alfo  i but  Su- 
r///d^'/iswoorthieofgifts,aIthough  heaske  not. 

elder  being  importunately  defired  by  one  that 
was  good  for  nothing, and  that  counterfaited  the  Cynick 
Philofopher,  to  giue  him  a drachma,  which  might  be  in 
value  about  foure  pence  ha!fepenie,made  anfwer : that  it 
was  no  meete  gift  for  a king.  And  when  the  other  replied, 
that  he  Ihould  then  giue  him  a Talent,  he  anfwered  : itis 
no  prefen t for  a Cynick. the  emperor  was  fo  greatly 
in  loue  with  liberalitie  all  his  life  time,  that  remembring 
one  eueningwith  himfelfe,that  he  had  giuen  nothing  the 
fame  day , he  cried  out ; O my  friends  we  haue  loft  this 
day.He  vfed  to  blefle  thofe  daies  wherein  the  poore  came 
vnto  him, or  when  he  fought  after  them  to  do  them  good, 
putting  in  pradife  that  precept  of  P/jocj'//d/?s,which  faith  : 
SUepe  not  at  night  before  thou  haft  thrice  called  to  mind  thy  works 
that  dajfyand  repent  thee  of  the  enill,  bat  reioice  in  that  which  was 
welldone.VoY  this  great  good  nature  Titm  was  loued  whi- 
left  he  lined  , and  bewailed  after  his  death , and  vppn  his 
Tombe  was  written  this  Epitaph  ; The  delights  of  mankind 
are  ended,  T^tolemaas  the  The  bane,  Captaine  ouer  a great 
armie , had  fo  acquainted  himfelfe  not  to  denye  any  that 
'ftoodin  neede  of  hisliberalitie,that  when  apoorefouldi- 
or  demanded  his  almcs  ofhim,  he  hailing  at  that  prefent 
nothing  to  beftow  vpon  him,gauc  him  his  ihooes, faying: 
Afy  fiendytnake  thy  profit  of  this,  feeing  I haue  no  better  thing  to 
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giueth^e.  For  Ihadrather  gobare-foote^tlMn  fee  thee  fiffer  fi. 
mtichn)ertj/s  the  elder,entring into  his  fomies  lodging,and  Denys  ibedder 
beholding  there  great  ftoreof rich  iewels  of  gold  andfil- 
uer,and  of  incredible  treafure,  faid  vnto  him  C^ly  fon?je, 

I did  not  giue  thee  thefe  riches  to  vfe  in  this  fort,  but  to  impart  of 
them  vnt  0 thy  friends . For  thou  mufl  k!?otVy  that  no  man  in  all  the 
TV  or  Id  is  fo  rich  as  he  that  is  It  her  all,  rvho  with  hts  lib  eralttie  prefer  • 

Hcth  his  fiends,  and  mollifieth  his  enimies . I'his  15  that  u^hich 
by  experience  (hewed  vnto  Croefm,  and  how  fmally  ^ 
thofe  gifts  which  he  had  beftowed  vpon  woorthy  perfons 
hadimpouerilhed  him.  For  fending  to  euery  one  of  them 
tofuccour  him  with  monie,  they  fent  him  altogitheras 
much  as  they  had  receiued  by  gift  from  him , bellowing 
moreoucr  great  rewards  vpoif  the  bearer  of  his  melTage. 

So  that  the  wealth  which  proceedeth  from  liberalitie  is 
vnconrumeabIe,as  that  which  is  gotten  by  giuing,and  by 
fcattering  abroad  is  gathered  togither.  Ferttnax,\vho  fiic- 
ceeded  Commodtts  in  the  Empire , furpaffed  all  the  Empe- 
rors that  euer  were  for  exceeding  liberalitie , which  he  v- 
fed  to  the  benefite  and  profiteof  all  his  fubieds.  For  firft 
hegaue  freely  all  the  wade  and  defolate  ground  in  Italy, 
and  in  other  his  prouinces, to  them  that  could  and  would 
till  them,  and  to  the  labourers  thereof  he  gauefreedome 
and  exemption  from  al  taxes  and  fubfidies  for  ten  yceres^ 
with  perpetiiall  alTurance  that  they  (hould  not  be  trou- 
bled in  their  poireiEon  . He  forbad  alfo  that  his  name 
fliould  be  fet  in  any  caftell  or  place  within  his  dominion, 
faying  : that  his  lands  were  not  proper  to  him  onely,  but  common 
to  all  the  people  ofKome.He  aboliihed  all  cuftoms,  tributes^ 
and  toles  laid  vpon  thehauens  ofriuers,atthe  entries  in- 
to townes,waies  and  paffages^which  he  called  inuentions 
oftyrannie  toget  monie, & placed  all  fucb  things  in  their 
ancient  liberties. Which  adfions  befeemed  rather  a father 
ofthe  countrie,  than  a lord  and  maifler  : and  thereare 
few  Princes  that  v(e  to  doe  fo , but  many  to  whome  their 
owne  will  feemeth  to  be  a moft  iuft  law.  But  contrariwife 
let  them  know,  that  they  ought  to  be  fubied  to  the  eter- 
nail  law, namely, to  right, reafon,truth,  and  iuffice,  which 
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are  the  proper  will  ofGodonely,whofe  people  they  mi;ft 
rule  with  right  and  equitie^by  comforting  them  through 
beneficence,  and  con  tin  uall  good  turnes . Letvsiearne 
then  by  our  prefent  difeourfe  to  decke  our  felues  with 
this  vertue  of  Liberalitie , euery  one  according  to  thofe 
meanes  that  are  giuen  vnto  him  from  aboue, and  are  iuft- 
ly  gotten  by  him : taking  good  heede,  that  we  abufe  it 
not  in  any  kind  of  voluptuoufnes  or  vice  , neither  yet  vp- 
on  the  wicked , as  though  wo  purpofed  to  nourilh  and 
maintaine  their  impieties  • For  this  is  vtteriy  to  deftroye 
luftice , and  confequently  the  bond  and  preferuatiue  of 
humane  focictie . But  if  we,  being  well  inftruded  by  the 
Ipiritc  of  wifedome,  feede  the  hungrie,  giue  drinke  to  the 
thirfty,lodge  them  that  want  harbour, and  clothe  the  na- 
ked,fowing  in  this  manner  by  the  works  of  pietie  that  ta- 
lent which  is  committed  to  our  keeping , we  fliall  reape 
abundantly  in  heauen  the  permanent  riches  & treafures 
ofeternall  life* 
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A c H i-XF  that  diuiue  rule  of  Cicero  were  afwell  written 
T OB.  I inourhart,ashcdefiredtohaueitfetledinhis 
’^(onne jthat  onely  that  thing  is  to  he  iudged profitable 
which  is  not  wicked,  and  that  nothing  of  that  nature  fioouid  feeme 
profitable,  we  ihould  not  behold  amongft  vs  fo  many  cur- 
fed  ads , as  are  daily  committed  through  the  vnbrideled 
defire  of  the  goods  of  this  world . For  that  which  moft  of 
all  troubleth  men,  is  when  they  thinke  that  the  fin  which 
they  purpofe  to  pradife  is  but  fmall  in  refped  of  the 
gaine,  thereby  craftily  feparating  profite  from  honcftic, 
and  fofuffering  themfelues  to  beouercome  of  couetouf- 
nes,which  is  the  defed  of  liberalitie,  whereofwe  difeour- 
ied  euen  now , whofe  excefle  alfo  is  Prodigaiitie , of  which 
two  vices  we  are  now  to  intreat. 

A s E R.  Euerj  one  that  coueteth  treafures  (faid  Anacharfis, 
one  of  the  wife  men  of  Gracia^  4 hardly  capable  ofgoodcou- 
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fell  and  inFiruBion^  For  the  couetom  man  commonly  murmureth 
at  that  which  God permittethand  nature  doth,  fo  that  he  will  feo- 
ner  take  vpon  him  tocorreB  God, than  to  amend  his  Itfe. 

Amana.A^4  hardmatter(f2i\d  Socrates )for  a man  to  bri- 
die  his  deftre,  but  he  thataddeth  riches  therunto,is  mad.Forcoue^ 
toufnes  neither  for  lhameoftheworld,norfeare  of  death,  will  not 
reprejfe  or  moderate  it felf.  But  it  belongeth  to  thee  Aram, 
to  inftrud  vs  in  that  which  is  here  propounded.  ^ 

Aram.  Since  the  greedie  dehre  ofheapingvp  gold 
andriluerentred  inamongftmen,  with  thepoiTefllon  of 
riches,  couerourneflTe  folowed,  and  with  the  vfe  of  them 
pleafures  and  delights  ; whereupon  they  began  to  failein 
a dangerous  fea  of  ail  vices,  which  hath  fo  ouerflo  wen  in  Couctoufnes 
this  age  ofours,  that  there  arevery  few  towers  how  high 
loeuerfcated,  but  it  hath  gone  vp  a great  deale  aboue 
them.  For  this  caule  I fee  no  reafon  why  men  (hould  e- 
fteemefomuch,  oriudge  itfuch  a happy  thing  to  haue 
much  goodly  land,many  great'houfes,  and  huge  fummes 
of  readie  money, feeing  all  this  doth  not  teach  them,  not 
to  be  caried  away  with  pailions  for  riches,  and  feeinathe 

poffeflion  of  them  in  that  maner  procureth  not  a contea- 
tation  void  of  the  defire  of  them,  but  ratherinflameth  vs 
to  defire  them  more  through  an  infatiable  couetoufnes,. 
which  IS  fuch  a pouerty  of  the  fouhthat  no  worldly  ooods 
can  remedie  the  fame . For  it  is  the  nature  of  this  vice  to 
make  a man  poore  all  his  life  time,  that  he  may  find  him 
felt  rich  only  at  his  death . Moreouer  it  is  a defire  that  hath 
this  thing  proper  and  peculiar  to  it  felfe,  to  refift  and  to 
retuletobefatiffied,  whereas  all  other  defi'res  helpe  for- 
ward  the  fame,  and  feeke  to  content  thofe  that  ferue  the 
Couetoufiejfe{(Mh  Annotle)  aviceofthcfiule,  whereby  a 
ma»defi;etb  tohmefiomfpmes  withomre.fin,  mdvnmniy  SSrl? 
Wfth-holdeth  that  which  belongeth  to  another . It  is  (harimr  and 
slantieingiHing,  but  excefme  mreceiuing.  The  Poet  Luc'^etiiis 
calleth  It  a blind  defire  of  goods.  And  it  mightily  hinde- 
reth  the  light  of  the  foule,  caufing  the  couetousman  to 
be  neuer  contented, but  the  more  he  hath,the  more  to  de- 
iirc  and  wiili  for  ..The  medicine  which  he  feeketh,namelyy 
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Couetoufnes 
like  CO  a drop  fie. 


Stratonicus  de- 
rided the  fuper- 
fiiiitieofche 
Rhodians. 


Couetous  men 
-compared  co 
Mules. 


Thcmifcrable 
life  of  coue- 
tousmen. 


gold  and  filuer,  jcncreafcth  his  difeafe,  as  water  doth  the 
dropfie  : and  the  obtaining  thereof  is  alwaies  vnto  him 
the  beginning  of  the  defireofhauing.  Heisa  Tantalm'm. 
hell,  who  between  water  and  ineatdieth  of  hunger.  Now 
it  is  very  fare,  that  to  fuch  as  are  wife  and  of  found  iudge- 
ment,  nature  hath  limited  certaine  bounds  of  wealth, 
w'hich  are  traced  out  vpon  a certaine  Center , and  vpon 
the  circumference  of  their  necelfitie . But  couetoufneife 
working  cleane  contrary  effcds  in  the  fpirit  of  fooles,  ca- 
rieth  away  the  naturall  delire  of  neceffarie  things,  to  a 
difordinate  appetite  of  fuch  things  as  are  full  of  danger, 
rare,  and  hard  to  be  gotten  . And  which  is  worfe,  com- 
pelling the  auaritious  to  procure  them  with  great  payne 
and  trauell,  it  forbiddeth  him  to  enioy  them,  and  Itir- 
ring  vp  his  delire,  depriueth  him  of  the  pleafure . Strata- 
mocked  in  olde  tyme  the  fuperfiuitieofthe  Rhodi- 
ans, faying,  that  they  builded  as  if  they  were  immor- 
tall,  and  rulbed  into  the  kitchin  as  if  they  had  but  a little 
while  to  line  . But  couctous  men  fcrape  togither  like 
great  and  mightie  men,  and  fpend  like  inechanicall  and 
handy-craftefmen  . They  indure  labour  in  procuryng, 
but  want  the  pleafure  of  enioying  . They  are  like  Mules 
that  carie  great  burthens  of  golde  and  liluer  on  their 
backes,  andyeteatebuthay  . They  enioy  neyther  reft 
nor  libertic  which  are  moft  precious,  and  moft  delired 
of  a wife  man  : but  liuealwayesin  dirquietnelfe,  being 
feruauntes  and  flaues  to  their  richelfe  . Their  greateft 
miferie  is,  that  to  encreafc  and  keepe  their  wealth,  they 
care  neither  for  equitie  or  iuftice  : they  contemne  all 
lawes  bothdiuine  and  humane,  and  all  threatnings  and 
puniQimentes  annexed  vnto  them  : they  Hue  without 
friendlhip  and  charitie  , andlayholde  of  nothyng  but 
gayne  . When  they  are  placed  in  authoritie  and  power 
aboue  others,  they  condemne  the  innocent,  iuftihe  the 
guiltie,  and  finde  alwayes  fome  cleanly  cloke  and  colour 
of  taking,  and  of  exculing  (as  they  thinke)  tiieir  corrup- 
tion and  briberie,  making  no  difference  betweene  duetie 
and  profite.Wherfore  we  may  well  fay  in  a \foxd,That  co- 
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touetonfnes  u the  roote  of  all  euill.  For  what  mifchiefs  are  not  i.Tim.^.io, 
procured  through  this  vice?  From  whence  proceed  qua  - 
rels,  ftrifes,  fuites,  hatred  and  enuie,  theftes,  pollings, 
fackings,  warres,  murders,  and  poifonings,  but  from' 
hence  ? God  is  forgotten,our  neighbourhated.and  ma- 
ny times  the  fonne  forgiueth  not  his  father,  neither  the 
brother  his  brother,  nor  the  fubied  his  Lord,  for  the  de- 
fireofgaine.  Inaworde,  there  is  no  kind  of  cruel  tie  that 
couetoufneffeputtethnotinpraaife  . It  caufeth  hired 
and  wilfull  murders  (O  execrable  impietie^  to  be  well 
thought  of  amongft  vs.  It  caufeth  men  to  breakc  their 
faith  giuen,  to  violate  all  fricndlhip,to  betray  their  coun- 
trey . Itcauferhfubiedes  to  rebell  againft  their  princes, 
gouernoup  and  magiftrates,  when,  not  able  to  beare 
their infatiable  defires,  nor  their  cxadions  and  intolle- 
rable  fubfidies,  they  breake  foorth  into  publike  and  o- 
pen  fedition  , which  troubleth  common  tranquillitie, 
wheteupon  the  bodie  politike  is  changed,or  for  the  moil 
pattvtterlyouerthrowen  . Moreouer,  the  excelTc  of  the 
vertueofliberalitie,  which  is  prodigalitie,  may  be  ioy- 
ned  to  couetoufnelfe,  and  than  there  is  no  kind  of  vice 
but  raigneth  with  all  licencein  that  foule  that  hath  thefe 
two  gueftes lodged  togichcr . And  bicaufe  it  is  a thing 
that  may  feeme  hard  to  conceiue,  how  two  vices  fo  difa- 
ereeing  by  nature,  may  be  found  to  agree  in  the  fame 
fubied,  we  will  foone  oeleeue  it,  if  we  fay  with  the  an-  tiowprodigaii. 
dents  , that  it  is  the  point  of  couetoufnelfe  to  gripe, 

^nci  to  Where  and  when  it  ought  not  * and  that 

this  dealing  is  put  in  pradife  necelfarilie  vpon  one  ofliS^Str 

thele  tw^o  occahons  , eytaerof  niggardlinefle  and  fpa- 

ring,  or  for  prodigalitie^  as  they  do  that  vniuilly  feeke 

for  meanes  to  fatirhe  their  fond  defires  , and  their  vn- 

prohtable  and  fiiperdiious  expences  . The  common 

opinion  is  ^ that  they  who  put  to  no  vfc  the  richeffe 

which  they  gette  fo  couetoufly  , are  more  miferable 

than  thofe  that  abufe  them  after  they  haue  obtayned 

them  by  ill  meanes  ; bicaufe  manye  maye  reape  pro- 

hte  by  thefe  , but  of  the  other  none  ^ no  not  their 
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conetoHsmcn  oiiclv  hcircs  recciue  more  benefit  than  they  do  ofhogs, 
comparedto  isaftet  their  death.  But  it  talleth  not  out  fo  alto- 

^itherwith  kings  and  princes,  whofe  couetoufnes  ioined 
with  prodigalitie  is  more  hurtfull  to  their  fubieds  than 
that  which  is  ioined  with  fparing.  For  this  latter,  althogh 
itmaketh  them  commit  much  iniuftice,  and  polling  of 
their  people  to  fil  their  trearuries,yet  when  any  need  hap- 
neth  to  the  common-wealth,  either  offorrainevyarre,or 
of  any  other  calamitie,a  good  ground-work  is  laid  in  the 
bottome  of  their  cofers  for  to  redrefle  the  fame.  But  the 
other  maintained  with  the  like  iniuftice,  leaueth  nothing 
behind  for  prodigall  princes,  wherewith  to  helpe  them- 
feluesintimeofneceifitie.  Whereupon  oftentimes  pro- 
ceedeth  the  finall  fubuerfion  of  their  eftate,  weakened  by 
exadions,  to  the  ouerthrow  and  vndoing  of  many  who 
would  haue  been  the  finewes  of  their  ftrength  : and  all  to 
inrich  a few  who  then  will  ftand  them  in  fmall  ftead,or  els 
bicaufe  they  wafted  it  vpon  riot  and  fupcrfluities,,wherby 
the  warlike  vcrtues  both  of  themfelues  and  of  their  fub- 
ieds become  degenerate  & baftardlike.  Ofthis  we  note, 
that  after  a prince  groweth  to  be  prodigall  and  defirous 
of  fuperfluitie  and  foolifli  expences,no  riches  he  hath  will 
euer  fuffice  him  : fo  that  to  fatiffie  his  fpending,  he  muft 
needs  become couetous and  vniuft.  The  like  happeneth 
many  times  to  the  meaner  fort,  and  to  men  of  all  eftates, 
that  they  are  couetous  and  prodigal  both  togither,name- 
ly,when  they  gather  wealth  by  vnlawfull  meanes,  & fpare 
tofpenditinthe  workesof  pietic,  that  they  may  fowe  it 
plentifully  vpon  delights  and  pleafures.But  the  humor  of 
niggardlines  and  neerneffe  is  moft  common  in  couetous 
Couetousmcn  vvhom  Plfitarke  comparcth  to  rats  and  mice  that 

r^tTamfcundit  are  in  goldmines,  which  eate  the  golden  oare,  and  yet 
nothing  can  be  gotten  from  them  but  after  their  death. 
Likewife  he  compareth  them  to  pipes  through  which  wa- 
ter being  conueied  into  a cefterne  nothing  remaineth  for 
them.  So  couetous  men  heape  vp  treafures  to  leaue  them 
to  their  heires,that  they  alfo  may  afterward  leaue  them  to 
their  heires  as  their  predeceffors  did : and  fo  neither  the 

one 
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one  nor  the  other  reape  any  good  or  benefit  by  them,  vn- 
till  in  the  end  either  ibrne  Tyrant  take  all  away  by  vio- 
lence from  that  hold-faft,or  els  ibme  one  that  is  the  worft 
of  the  race  fucceedeth,fpending  all  diflblutely  vpon  plea- 
fures.This  caufed  Dw^ew/.iefting  at  couetous  men, to  fay 
that  he  had  rather  be  their  ftieepe  than  their  fonne,  bi- 


caufe  they  are  very  carcfull  to  giue  their  cattell  mecte  pa-  ^cSnJeoft 

frnrp  Knrin  *.!_  i * • couetous maji. 


fture,butinfteedeof  feeding  their  youth  with  conueni- 
cut  and  profitable  nourifliment,through  good  and  vertu- 
ous  education, they  marre,fpill,&  corrupt  them,  by  graf- 
ting couetoufnes  in  the  foules  of  their  children,  as  ifthey 
ment  to  build  within  them  a ftrong  fort  wherein  to  keepc 
their  fucceflion  fafely.  Whereas  contrariwife  they  ihould 
I 't^''"^of^'"^‘’-tliatthegloryofvertue,  and  of  praifwor- 
thie  and  honorable  deeds,  is  the  greateft  riches  which  fa- 
thers  can  leaue  to  their  children,and  more  excellent  than 
any  other  patrimonie  wbatfoeuer. Secr-ate^  called  a yoong 

man  brought  vp  in  ignorance,  and  rich  withall,  agolden 

llaue.  And  that  feruant  anfwered  not  vnfitly,whcn,being 
demanded  what  his  maiftcr  did,  f who  was  a couetous 

i man,  and  one  that  hauing  great  quantitieof  good  wine, 

; fold  It  to  others,  and  fought  for  fowre  wineinTauernes 
! for  his  owne  drinking)  he  faid:  Albeit  he  hath  great  ftore 
otpod,yethefeekethforeuill.  But  let  vs  nowconfider 
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ot  i(OTe  notable  examples,  fliewing  foorth  the  pernitious  Examples  of  the 

€rrCCiS.whlch-^S  urp  riii/4  ? X-,  fruftestifcoue- 
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efteas,which,as  we  faid,proceed  from  thefe  two  vices.Co- 
Mtoupies,ani  Prodig4litie . tJMuleaJfes  king  ofThunes,  had  pfoiiigaiitie° 

I his  eies  put  out  by  his  fonne,that  he  might  feaze  vpon  his 
I »eafures.7’n«wiw  king  of  Troy,fearing  the  taking  of  his 

cine,  fent  Polydwm  his  yoongeft  fonne  to  his  fonne  in  law 
PolymeHor  , with  a great  quantitieof  gold  and  filuer : but 
he  being  defirous  to  pofleffe  the  fame , fiew  the  child  his 
lawjfor  which  afterward  he  receiued  hisdefer- 
ued  hire.  For  Qu,eene  Hecubti  comming  vnto  him,  and  ta- 
I King  him  afide  into  a chamber,  not  (hewing  countenance 
ot  any  difbontentment,  with  the  helpe  of  hir  women  put 
out  his  eies . The  Emperor  CaliguU  was  fo  much  touched  CdUguU. 
with  couetoufnes,  that  there  was  no  kind  of  lucre,  or 

Gg/ 


means 


450 


2iero, 


Of  Couetoufhes, 

mc^nc  to  get  tnonie  by,hovi^  vnl^wfull  End  wicked  foeuer 
it  were^which  he  fought  not  out ; infomuch  that  he  laid  a 
tribute  vpoii  vrine.aud  fold  his  fibers  gownes^whonie  he 
had  violated  and  fent  into  banifliment . And  yet  in  one 
yeere  of  his  raigne  he  fpent  prodigally  67,  Millions  of 
gold , which  Tihenin  his  predeceifor  had  gathered  togi- 
ther.AVi?  vfmg  great  crueltie,polling,  exadion^and  con- 
fifeation  towards  his  fubiedSjgaue  to  the  minibers 
tyrannie in thofe  fifteeneyeeres  wherein heraigned,  the 
value  of  5 5;. Millions  of  Crownes.  He  caufed  a very  {lately 
oilt  pallace  to  be  built , which  tooke  in  compalfe  a great 
part  of  Ronie^but  it  was  ouerthrown  after  his  death,  that 
the  memorie  of  fuch  a eruell  tyrant  might  be  rooted  out 
of  the  earth.  A notable  example  for  fuch  as  thinke  to  get 
AgainfttbefiK  ^ vaiiie  glotieby  buildings  that  are  more  (lately  than  ne- 
FumSuU.  ce{rarie,and  yet  leaue  behind  them  a^  notorious  marke  of 
their  tyrannie , and  a perpetuall  tcftimonie  to  polteritie, 
that  they  haue  raifed  their  houfes  with  the  blood  of  their 
fubieds.  Henrie  the  feuenth  Emperour,a  Prince  indewed 
with  moft  excellent  vertues , was  poifoned  with  an 
Anicalian  which  an  Italian  Monke  corrupted  with-monie  caufed 
him  to  take.  But  what  neede  we  feeke  for  fuch  examples 
of  ancient  men  to  know  the  fruites  ofcouetoufnes,  when 
as  the  vnhappines  of  our  age  daily  affoordeth  vs  new  be- 
fore our  cies,wherein  we  heare  nothing  almofl  fpoken  of, 
but  poifonings  and  murders  hired  with  monie,  and  all 
committed  to  thisende  , thatthe  authors  of  them  may 
haue  their  goods  whome  they  kill  ,for  the  fatisfiengof 
their  infatiable  couetoufnes  ? Amongfl  many  other,  who- 
TccnZo-  hath  not  heard  of  the  eruell  wilfull  murder  of  a Gentle- 
mananaofhir  woman  of  a good  houfe , and  of  hir  men  and  maides,by 

houOioid.  owne  brethren  in  law,done  a few  daiespaft  ? A cruel- 

tie  exceeding  that  of  the  Cannibals,  who  yet  fpare 
(licall  blood . But  God  the  iiifl  ludge  would  not  that  fuch 
an  execrable  wickednes  fhould  be  long  concealed  & vn- 
punilhed.  For  when  it  could  not  be  found  out  by  any  in- 
quirieof  man  , one  of  the  murderers  touched  with  the 

hand  ofGod.and  takeawich  an  extreame  fickenes,being 

as. 
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as  it  weremad^and  a.s  Cam  was  in  times  paft,  difclofcd  his 
finne  of  himfelfe,  the  hainoufnes  whereof  fo  troubled 
him, that  he  faid  he  could  hope  for  no  mercie.  Afterward 
recouering  his  health , he  was  taken  vpon  his  owne  con- 
fe/Tion, and  being  conuifted  of  thefad,accul£d  all  the  au- 
thors thereof,  of  whome  fome  are  executed,  and  the  reft 
expeft  no  better  euent . That  couetoufnes  caufeth  fub- 
ieds  to  rebell  againft  their  couetousPrinces,and  that  of- 
tentimes'to  their  ouerthrowe : we  haue  an  example  in 
xJMawrtthis  the  Emperour , who  was  depriued  ofthe  Em-  Maunuusde- 
pire,and  had  his  head  cut  .olF,befides  the  death  of  his  hue 
children, & of  his  wife,  by  real  bn  of  the  ill  willof  liis  peo-  c^cioufocs!^ 
pie  and  men  of  warre,which  he  had  purchafcd,wbo  could 
beare  no  longer  his  couetoufnes , whereby  he  was  moo- 
ued  to  winke  at  fpoiles  and  murders,  and  to  keepc  backe 
the  pay  of  hisfouldiors . In  the  timeof  the  king,  2- 

the  people  of  hue  cities  & flue  villages  of  high  Almaigne, 
which  at  this  day  we  call  Switferland,  raifcdfuchagreatT^eNobiiuic 
tumult  & fedition,  that  they  put  to  the  edge  ofthe  fword  deftrSor"* 
all  their  Princes,Lords,and  Noble-men , the  chiefecaufe  the  fame  came, 
thepfwas  their  couetoufnes,  which  made  them  opprefle 
theirfubiedswith  vniuftexadions  . Theniggardlye  fpa- 
ring  of  king  Lewes  the  eleuenth,moouedftrangers  greatly  Umni, 
to  contemne  him,and  was  in  part  the  caufe  of  the  rebelli- 
on  of  his  fubieds.  For  hauing  put  away  in  a raaner  all  the 
■Gentlemen  of  his  houlhold,  he  vfed  his  Tailor  alwaies  for 
his  Herald  of  Armes,his  Barber  for  EmbalTador,  and  his 
Phifition  for  his  Chanccllour : and  in  derilion  of  other 
k ingSjhe  ware  a grealie  hat  of  the  courfeft  wooll . We  find 
in  the  chamber  of  accounts  a bill  of  his  expences,  where- 
in is  fet  downe  2.0.  foufe  for  two  newe  fleeues  to  his  olde 
dublet,andan  other  claufeof  i^.deniers  for  greafe  to 
greafe  his  bootes.  And  yet  he  increafed  thecharges  of  his 
people  three  millions  more  than  his  predeceffour  had 
dQne,and  alienated  a greatpart  of  his  Demaine.  Sparing 
’may  well  be  vfed,  (which  at  this.daye  is  more  neceffarye 
than  euerj  and  yet  the  maieftie  of  a king  nothing  dimini- 
ilied^neither  the  dignitie  of  hishoufe,  and  without  the  a- 
; G g ij  bafing 
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bafin^of  his  greatnes . Likewife  thofe  men , who  after 
theyhaue  hoorded  much  treafure , arefo  befotted  and 
blinded  with  a couetoiis  loue  of  their  wealth , that  they 
will  not  vpon  any  necelfitie  imploy  it,  can  no  more  auoid 
their  deftrudion,than  the  other  before  mentioned . This 
Califha,  hiftorie  of  Caiipha  king  of  Perfia,  teach  vs , who 

hauing  filled  aTower  with  gold,  riluer,iewels  ,and  preti- 
^ ous  ftones , and  being  in  warre  againft  AlUfi,  king  of  the 
Tartarians,  wasfoillfuccoured  of  his owne people,  bi- 
caufe  he  would  not  giue  them  their  pay, that  he  was  taken 
in  his  tow ne, and  by  committed  prifoner  in  thefaid 

Tower,with  thefe  words : If  thou  hadft  not  kept  this  trea- 
fure fo  couetoufly,  but  diftributed  it  amongft  thy  fouldi- 
orSjthou  mighteft  haue  preferued  thy  felfe,  and  thy  citie. 
Now  therefore  enioy  it  at  thy  eafe , and  eate  and  drinke 
thereof,feeing  thou  haft  loued  it  fo  much  . Andfohefuf- 
fered  him  to  die  there  of  hunger,in  the  midft  of  his  riches. 
^nTfhid7co^**  puniftiment  which  DionjJins  the  elder , king  of  Syra- 
^wus vvretch.  cufa^ laicd  vpon  a rich  couetous  fubied  of  his, was  more 
gentle,but  woorthie  to  be  well  noted,being  full  of  inftru- 
dion . For  being  aduertifed  that  he  had  hid  great  ftore  of 
treafure  in  the  ground,he  commanded  him  vpon  paine  of 
life  to  bring  it  vnto  him  : which  he  did,  although  not  all 
of  it,but  retained  part,which  he  tooke  with  him,  & went 
to  dwell  in  another  citie,  where  he  beftowed  his  monie 
vpon  inheritance.  When  vnderftood  thereof,he 

fentforhim,  and  reftored  all  his  gold  and  filuer,  faying 
vnto  him  : forafmuch  as  thou  knoweft  now  how  to  vfc  ri- 
ches,not  making  that  vnprofitable,which  was  appointed 
for  the  vfe  of  man,  take  that,  which  before  thou  waft  vn- 
woorthie  to  enioy . And  to  fpeake  the  truth , there  is  no 
rcafon  wherewith  thecouetoufnes  of  fuch  men  may  be 
coloured.  For  if  they  fay,  that  they  fpend  not  bicaufethey 
care  not  for  fpending,  it  is  a point  of  great  follie  in  them 
to  labour  to  gather  more  wealth  than  they  want.  But  if 
they  defire  to  fpend,and  yet  dare  not  for  niggardlines  do 
fo,nor  enioy  the  fruiteof  their  labour,  they  are  a great 
deale  more  miferable. Whereby  it  appeereth  vnto  vs  what 
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a goodly  and  commendable  thing  it  is  to  be  content  and 
fatiffied  with  a little,  which  freeth  vs  from  the  defire  of 
vnneceflarie  things  . Now  if  we  are  to  take  thofe  thines 
forfuperfltioiiSjWhich  we  willnotvie,  we  ought,  for  the 
reafons  already  fet  do  wn,to  make  no  lefl'e  accout  of  thofe 
which  we  would  abufein  riot  and  fuperfluitic.  The  coue- 
toufnes  oiHarius,  king  of  thePerfians,was  beguiled  and 
laughedtofcornethroughthe  fubtile inuention  oiNito- 
cmC^eene  ofBabylon  (fome  attribute  it  to  Semir^mis)  ho.  Darius  hk 
whOjbemgdefirous  to  welcome  hir  fucceflbrs  that  were 
touched  with  auarice,  which  (lie  abhorred  aboue  al  things 
caufedahighfepulchertobeereaed  ouer  thofe  gates  of 
the  cine  through  which  there  was  moft  paflage.with  thefe  ■ 

words  mgrauen  therein  : Ifa»yk^gof‘Babylon  that  (hal come 
after  me findyvaKtmhutreafrrie,  let  him  open  this  tombe  and 
take  as  much  as  herein.  Otherteife  let  him  not  open  it,foritreill 
not  be  beH  for  him.  After  many  ages  were  part,  and  none  of 
the  kings  of  Babylon  bad  touched  the  faid  fepulcher  Da. 
r/w  conquering  the  kingdom  caufed  the  coffin  to  be  ope- 
ned,thinking  to  find  there  that  which  was  promifed.  Ne- 
uerthelefle  he  found  nothing  there  but  a dead  body,'with 
this  Writing : Ifthossreertnot  infitiable  andvery  couetous,thou 

*eeuldeH  not  haueopenedthe  tombe  of  the  dead.MoTQOuer  that 

couctoufnes  oftentimes  blindeth  men  fo  farre,  as  that  it 
caufeththem  to  take  away  their  owne  life  without  feare 
of  condemning  their  foules,  many  examples  thereof  are 
leftinmemorie:  of  whom  fome  through  griefe  for  fome 
great  Ioffe  of  goods,  others  to  leaue  their  children  rich 

haue  voluntarily  procured  their  own  death.C^,«ii««^  „ . 

w^  of  this  number  ,who  being  accufed,attainred,&con-  ftrangled  him- 
uided  of  many  thefts  and  briberies,and  behoIdin<^ac^>r^7 
Prefident  at  that  time,  about  to  put  on  the  purple  gowne  cXn 
topronouncefentence  of  confifeation  of  goods,  and  of 
banilhment,  hefentwordtoCff^rathat  he  was  dead  du- 

ringtheproceffeanddaeforecondemnatiomandprefent- 

ly  in  the  heldhefmothered  himfelfwith  a napkin,  hauing 
no  other  tneaning  therein  but  to  fauc  his  goods  for  his 
enudren.  For  then  the  lawes  concerning  thepunifhment 
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offuch  as  had  robbed  the  conimon-N^'ealth,  or  o(  fiKh  as  ? 
being  preuentedflew’themfeliioSjWere  not  made : fo  that  ^ 
they  that  were  accufed  might  faue  their  Hues  by  forfaking 
their  goods,  yea  by  payingfo  much  only  as  their  accufers  t 
demanded.  But  there  arefomeofaclearte  contrary  dif-  ^ 
pofition  to  L/Ww«^,who  being  readie  to  giuc  vp  the  ghofi:,  ^ 
would  gladly  cary  their  wealth  with  them,  as  we  read  of 
Her^ocrates, who  by  his  wil  made  himfelf  heire  of  his  own 
goods.  j4then(tii4  makcth  mention  of  another,  who  at  the  j 
houre  of  his  death  dcuoured  many  pieces  of  his  gold, and  4 
fewed  the  reft  in  his  coate,  commanding  that  they  (liould  : 
be  all  buried  with  him.  V'aleriiis  Maximtu  telleth  of  one,  j 
who  being  befiegedwithin  the  town  of  Caftilina  by  Han- 

mbaU  preferred  the  hope  of  gaine  before  his  owne  life. For  | 
he  chofe  rather  to  fell  a ratte  which  he  had  taken, for  200.  5 
Romane  pence, than  to  fatiffie  his  hunger,  whereof  he  di-  | 
ed  quickly  after : and  thebuier  being  the  wifer  man,raued. 
his  life  by  that  deare  meate . Cra^'m  Conful  of  Rome  is  1 
likewife  noted  by  Hiftoriograpbers  to  be  extreme  coue- 
toiis,which  caufed  him  tofwimme  between  two  fadions 
diuided  for  Cafarand  Powj>ey,  feruing  his  owne  turneiby 
them  both,  and  chaunging  many  times  from  one  fide  tp . 
another  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  common-wealth. 

He  fliewed  himfelfe  neither  a conftant  friend , nor  a dan- 
gerous  enemy,but  foone  forfooke  both  amitie  and  enmi- 
tie, when  he  faw  it  would  be  profitable  to  him,  wherofthe  ; 
encreafe  of  liis  fubftance  gauc  great  proofe.  For  when  he 

firft  began  to  entermeddle  in  affaires,  his  riches  amount 

ted  but  to  300.  talents,  which  according  to  our  money 
came  to  about  1 80000. crownes : but  after  when  he 
pofed  to  go  from  Rome  to  warre  with  the  Parthian s,  he  ; 
would  needes  know  how  much  all  his  wealth  came  to.  " 
And  firfbhe  offred  to  Hercules  the  tenth  of  all  his  goods  ; \ 
fecondly,  he  made  a publike  teaft  for  all  the  people  of  m 
Rome  of  a thoufand  tables : and  thirdly, he  gauc  to  cue-  1 
ry  citizen  as  much  wheate  as  would  finde  him  three  mo- 
neths  . Notwithftanding  all  this,  he  found  that  he  waS'| 
worth  7100,  talents, which amounted.tofoiire  millions,  . 


andofProdigalitie.  455 

two  hundred  and  three-fcore  thoufand  crownes.  He  vfed 
to  fay,  that  he  accounted  no  man  rich,  except  he  were  a- 
ble  of  ills  owne  charges  to  hire  and  maintaine  an  armie  : 

I bicaufe,  as  no  man  can  fet  downe  a readie  reckoning  of 
! the expences of warre,  asking  (^yirchidamas  fayd,  fo  the 
riches  that  is  to  fuftainc  it , may  not  be  limited . But  in 
I the  ende  his  couetoufnefle  and  ambition,  which  com- 
j monly  are  not  farre  feparated  one  from  another,  led  him 
to  a violent  death,as  we  declared  elfe-where.Now  as  Craf 
fiii  was  blamed  for  couetoiTTnefTe,  fo  Pomfey  was  as  much  Pompey  abhor 
commended  and  well  thought  oft  bicaufe  he  abhorred  & ' 

contemned  it.  Whereof  he  gaue  good  proofe,  as  alfo  of 
great  piety  at  the  taking  of  the  city  of  lerufalem  from  the 
lewes.For  when  he  entred  into  theTemple,&  beheld  the 
great  riches  thereoftthe  table  of  gold,  the  golden  candle- 
fticke,a  great  number  of  veifels  of  gold,  with  great  abun- 
dance of  good  & exquifite  fpice  for  fmels,  & knew  more- 
ouer  that  there  was  in  the  treafurie  about  two  thoufand 
talents  of  facred  filuer,  yet  he  would  not  touch  it  in  any 
wifcjiior  fufFerany  thing  to  be  taken  from  it.  We  that  fay 
we  are  chrillians,follow  a farre  off  the  pierieof  thefc  hea- 
then men,whe  as  both  great  and  fmall  watch  for  nothing 
more  than  how  to  intrappe  the  goods  of  the  Church  to 
make  them  ferue  our  delights  and  pleafures  . Moreouer 
we  fee  that  this  curfed  plant  of  couetoufnes  groweth  as 
much  in  the  houfe  of  prayer, as  in  the  courts  of  kings  and 
princes.  The  corruption  alfo  that  hath  folowed  the  fame, 
is  knowen  fufhciently  in  thofe  men,  who  to  fatiffie  their 
vnfatiable  defires  call  themfeluesprotedors  of  this  Hydra 
Ignorance,to  the  deftrudion andperdition of  their  own 
foules,and  of  ten  thoufand  mo  for  whom  they  are  to  an- 
fwer.  loHitPi  Porjtanpis  rehearfeth  a pleafant  hiftory  of  a car- 
dinal! named  who  was  well  puniflied  for  his  co-  wuS^ofawr- 

uetoufnes.  This  cardinal  vfed  when  his  horfe- keepers  had 
in  the  euening  giuen  oates  to  his  horfes , to  come  downe 
all  alone  without  light  by  a trap  doore  into  the  ftable,  & 
fo  fteale  their  oates  and  cary  it  into  his  garner  wherof  he 
kept  tlie  key  himfclfe.He  continued  his  goings  and  com- 
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mings  fo  often,  that  one  of  his  horfe-keepers  not  know-  ' 

ing  who  was  this  thiefe,hid  himfelfe  in  the  ftable,  and  ta- 
king him  at  the  deed  doing,  (being  ignorant  who  it  was) 
beftowed  fo  many  blowes  on  him  with  a pitchforke,  that 
he  left  him  halfc  dead,fo  that  he  was  faine  to  be  caried  by 
foure  men  into  his  chamberiMw  Maria  Duke  of  Millan,  ]i 
chafticed  very  iuftly,but  oucr-feuerely,  the  couetoufneffe 
of  a Curate,  w'ho  denied  the  feruice  of  his  office  in  the  bu-  jj 
rying  of  a dead  body,  bicaufe  his  widow  had  not  where-  j! 
with  to  pay  him  the  charges  of  the  buriall . For  the  Duke 
himfelfe  going  to  the  funerals  of  the  dead,  caufed  the  fl 
prieft  to  be  taken  and  bound  to  the  corfe,and  fo  caft  them  H 
both  into  one  pit.  A crueltie  no  leife  deteftable  than  the  \ 
vice  of  thofe  wretches  that  fell  the  gifts  of  God,  and  make  -j 
inerchandifeofthat,  which  they  ought  to  giue  freely  to  | 
the  people.  Now  to  end  our  matter,  we  maintaine  this,  \ 
that  couetoufnes  and  vnlawful  defire  of  riches,is  the  root  J 
of  all  euill,miferie  and  calamitie.  Moreouer  it  is  more  to  i 
be  mifliked  in  great  men  when  it  follow eth  riot  and  pro- 
digalitie,than  if  it  be  ioyned  with  niggardlines,as  wel  for  " 
the  reafons  before  touched,as  alfo  bicaufe  niggardly  and  ^ 
couetous  princes  vfe  more  carefully  in  their  eftates  and  , 
dignities  to  prouide  fuch  men  as  are  prudent  and  ftaied,  ^ 
for  the  preferuation  of  their  fubieds,  knowing  that  their  ? 
owne  mine  dependeth  of  their  vndoing.  Which  thing  vo-  - 
luptuous  princes  negled,bicaufe  they  dreame  of  nothing  ; 

but  of  their  pleafures,  and  fo  prouide  none  but  fuch  as  ^ 
will  feme  their  humor  therein,and  flatterers,  or  elfe  fuch 
as  will  giue  them  mofl:  money  wherewith  to  maintaine  ; 
their  delights.  And  let  vs  further  know,  that  all  coue-  i 
tous  men  go  aftray  from  the  right  way  of  truth,  and  in-  ^ 
fold  themfelues  in  many  griefs  and  miferies,  and  become  | 
odious  to  euery  one  . Befides,  not  being  content  with 
their  daily  bread,when  contrary  wife  their  defire  isinfinit,  j 
they  euidently  mocke  God  as  often  as  they  make  that  ^ 
petition  : bicaufe  they  labour  to  conceale  and  to  diflem-  ^ 
ble  before  him  that  knoweth  all  things,  their  couetous  & | 
greedie  affedion,  whereas  true  prayer  ought  to  declare  f 
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and  to  open  the  inward  meaning  of  the  hart.  Let  vs  ther- 
fore  that  are  better  inftruded  learne , that  godlines  with 
contentation  is  great  gaine:  and  let  vs  not  wearye  our 
feluesin  the  heaping  vp  of  treafure,  which  the  riift  and 
moath  may  confume  and  eate,  and  the  theefe  fteale , but 
let  vs  renounce  riches  and  the  world,  ouer  which  Satan 
beareth  rule,  leaft  in  that  terrible  day  he  accufe  vs  before 
the  great  ludge,  and  conuince  vs  of  taking  fome  thing  of 
his,and  then  the  Judge  being  vpright  and  iuft,  deliuer  vs 
into  his  hands  to  throw  vs  into  darknes, where  there  (hall 
be  weeping  and  gnafliing  of  teeth  for  euermore. 

OfE^^Hatred,and  Bach^itmg,  Chap,/^  3 , 

THe  mind  of  man,  which  of  it  owne  nature 
is  created  fociable,  gratious,  and  ready  to 
helpe  euery  one, yea,  which  by  the  force  of 
charitie  working  togither  with  it,feeleth  it  felfe  as  it  were 
conftrained  to  mourne  with  thofe  that  weepe,  and  to  re- 
ioice  with  them  that  laugh,  is  able  to  (hew  nothing  more 
vnwoorthy  it  relfe,than  to  be  ouercome  of enuie,which  is 
a wild  plant  in  the  foule,  bringing  foorth  cleane  contrary 
effeds  to  that  good  wil  which  we  owe  to  our  neighbor,  & 
comprehending  in  it  all  iniuftice  generally,  & all  wicked* 
nes  of  men : as  we  may  fee  if  you  think  good  ( my  compa- 
nies) to  fearch  more  narowly  into  the  nature  of  this  vice. 

A c H I T o Enuie  proceedeth  of  a naughtie  difpofi- 
tion , and  prouoketh  light  braines  ( as  faith)  to 

reioice  in  beholding  the  aduerfitie  of  fome,and  to  be  vex- 
ed at  the  happie  fucceffeof  others : caufing  men  alfoto 
delight  in  backbiting  honeft  men , efpecially  fuch  as  are 
praifed.But  take  heede  (faith  Pittacm)  leaft,  feeking  to  a- 
uoid  eniiie,thou  becommeft  miferable. 

A s E R.  Clorye  md  venue  (faith  Virgil)  are  alvoaies  en- 
tiled:  which  vice  is  commonly e accompanied  with  Hatred  and 
Ilhwill,  whereby  men  are  drmen  forward  to  detrali  and  flan- 
der  others  . But  hee  that  kicpeth  his  mouth  (fayth  the  wife 
man, ) keepeth  his  foule  . Let  vs  then  heare  A m a n a, 

who 
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458  of  Enuie, Hatred, 

" who  will  inftrud  vs  more  at  large  in  this  which  is  heere 

propounded  vnto  vs.  ^ 

A M A N A.  That  wicked  and  futtle  enimie  of  man- 
kind,’not  being  able  to  abide  the  glorie  whereuntoGod 
had  called  men  , of  which  he  depriued  himfelfe  through 
his  pride,  was  driuen  with  enuie  to  tempt  our  firft  pa- 
S«uUh«h  rents  : whofe  ingratitude  conceiuing  finne  in  the  foule  of 
btoughcfoorch.  man,  the  firft  fruite  brought  foorth  by  this  curfed  plant, 
feemeth  likewife  to  haue  beene  enuie, with  which  ^dams 
eldeftfonne  being  mooued,  his  onely  brother  . Oh 
curfed  and  furious  enuie, oh  fruitfull  branch  of  execrable 
CLiils, feeing  by  thee  man  was  firft  beguiled  , and  induced 
afterward  to  admit  murder  into  his  hart',^i^  to  water  the 
earth,  being  yet  virgine-like , w'ith  his  brothers  blood  : 
whereby  he  began  his chiefe  worke  vponinnocencie,  to 
the  end  that  wheked  men  might  from  father  to  fon  haue 
this  prerogatiue  to  opprefle  the  goodl  Is  there  any  vice 
then  amongii  vs  which  weoughtto  hate  and  flie  from 
more  than  from  enuie,  which  hauing  nothing  of  hir  firft 
euill  nature  diminilhed , leadeth  men  to  moft  vniuft  and 
deteftable  adions  ? Neuertheles , to  what  palhon  are  we 
moreinclined,or  do  wenourifli  more  willingly  than  this? 
Leteuery  one  enter  into  himfelfe , and  vndoubtedly  he 
(hall  find  there  a thoufand  enuies  , w^hich  are  neuer  with- 
out hatred  and  rancor,grafted  in  the  fecretefl:  place  of  his 
foule.True  it  iSjthat  enuy  according  to  the  fubieds  which 
it  meeteth  withal) , bringeth  foorth  more  pernitioiis  ef- 
feds  in  fonie,and  lefie  hurtfull  in  others . But  howfoeuer 
it  be,this  pafTion  isalwaiesblame-woorthic,andoughtto 
be  efehewed  ofeuery  good  and  vertuoiis  man,  whofe  dc- 
fire  is , not  to  wander  out  of  the  path  of  dutie  and  hone- 
whacEnuicis.  fay  therefore  that  Enuie  is  a griefe  arifing  of  ano- 

ther mans  profperitie , and  that  malignitie  is  commonly 
ioined  with  it,whether  it  be  the  fountaine  therof,as  fome 
Malignitie  is  fay,or  One  part  thereof, as  others  u'ill  haue  it.  This  malig- 
itcchcc^  nitie  is  a delight  & pleafure  takein  another  mans  harme, 
of  that  malice  although  we  tecciuc  no  profit  thereby  : and  it  feemeth  to 
WethTo'^no-  accidental], that  is,  procured  by  hatred  or  ill  will,  ari- 

etcr.  fing 
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nngoffomeeuillafFedion  that  one  man  beareth  toano- 
! ; ther . For  this  cauie  P/f/farJ^diiiinguidieth  hatred  from  en- 

uie/aying : that  hatred  is  bred  in  our  harts  through  an  i-  The  difference 
niagination  and  conceit  which  we  haue , that  he  u home  licdand 
we  hate  behaueth  himfelfc  wickedly , either  towards  all 
men  generally, orparticularly  towards  vs  ; but  that  men 
enuie  onely  thofe  whome  they  know  to  be  in  profperitie. 
Andfoitfeemeth,  thatermieis  indefinite  and  not  limi- 
ted,much  like  to  fore  eies,  that  are  ofFeded  ateuery  cleer- 
nesandlight,  but  that  hatred  is  limited,  being  alwaies 
grounded  andftaied  vpoii  fome  certaine  obieds  in  re- 
gard ofitrelle.Moreouer,no  man  hath  iuftcaufe  to  enuie 
another  mans  profperitie . For  he  doth  no  man  wrong,, 
bicaufe  he  is  happie : whereas  on  the  contrarie  fide  many 
are  iuftly  hated  tor  their  vices  and  impieties , and  ought 
to  be  lliunned  of  good  men  : which  hatred  of  the  wicked 
IS  apropertie  that  belongeth  to  good  men.  But  the  hatred  tic  of  a good 
that  is  borne  towards  good  men , is  apalfion  not  much 
feparated  from  enuie . And  thus  may  thefetwo  paffions, 
refembling  two  plants,be  faid  to  be  nourilhed,preferued, 

& increafed  by  thefelfe  fame  meanes,  albeit  they  fucceed 

one  another.The  fame  being  defirous  to  reach  vs 

hovv  we  ought  to  abhorre  enuie,  calleth  it  forcerie  : bi-  rlloS 

eaufe  through  the  poifon  thereof,  it  doth  not  onely  fill 

the  enuious  bodie  with  a naughrie  and  hurtfull  difpofiti- 

on,  but  the  infedion  difperfeth  it  felfealfo  through  the 
eies,euen  vpon  them  that  behold  it , fo  that  they  are  tou- 
ched therewith , as  it  were  by  fome  poifonfull  influence. 

Likewifehecomparethit  to  the  flies  called  Canriiarides.  toCantharidea 
For  as  they  alight  efpecially  vpon  the  faireft  wheate , and 
moft  blownc  rofcs  : fo  enuie  commonly  fetteth  it  felfe  a- 
gainllthe  honefteftmen,  andfuch  as  haue  moft  glorie  & 
vertue.  Power,  honor,  ftrength,  riches,  are  but  brands  to  ^^^ii^cbrands 
kindle  the  fire  thereof . Therefore  Thucidides  faith, that  a 
wife  man  defireth  to  be  enuied , to  the  ende  he  may  doe 
grearthings.  faid,  that  enuie  and  an  old  honfe  o.firen- 
timeslightvponaman,  andneuer  knockeat  his  gates 
But  ifenuie  be  hurtful  to  othersdtis  much  more  noifome 

tQ  enuious  pcrfotu 
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to  him  that  pofTefTeth  it^tormenting  him  within  continu- 
ally with  a thoufand  turbulent  paflions, which  fliorten  his 
dales  5 diminiflieth  powers  of  his  bodie , and  are  a great 
deale  more  pernitious  to  his  foule  . For  it  will  not  fuffer 
him  to  tafte  or  conceiue  any  good  fpeech^or  found  inftru'- 
d:ion,from  whomfoeuer  it  commeth  : but  caufeth  him  to 
reieft  and  fpeake  againft  it,as  if  he  were  iealous  and  enui- 
ous  of  his  owne  good. The  occafion  whereof  is  the  ill  will 
which  naturally  he  beareth  againft  all  them  that  defcrue 
more  than  himfelfe  , whereupon  he  ftriueth  rather  to 
blame,  or  to  wreft  in  ill  part  whatfoeuer  was  w ell  meant, 
than  to  reape  any  profite  thereby . And  if  he  heare  a man 
commend  other  mens  deuices,or  any  of  his  owne  doings 
contrary  to  his  mind,  hethinkcth  that  he  hath  fo  many 
blowes  giuen  him  with  a cudgell.  Thus  wc  fee,  that  enuie 
wifliing  well  to  none , doth  no  leffe  torment  and  hurt  his 
foule  that  is  infeded  therewith.  And  to  fpeake  in  a word, 
it  comprehendeth  the  generall  iniuftice,  which  is  all  kind 
of  wickednes,and  deftroieth  all  duties  of  humanitie,  cau- 
ling  men  to  hurt  thofe  whom  they  ought  to  loue  and  fuc- 
cour.Ofthis  wild  plant  of  enuie,  backbiting  is  a branch, 
which  delighteth  and  feedeth  it  felfe  with  ilandering  and 
lying , whereupon  good  men  commonly  receiue  great 
plagues,  when  they  ouer-lightly  giue  credite  to  backbi- 
ofbackbiting.  ters.Therforc  Diogenes  the  Cynick  being  demanded  what 
what  biting  of  hiting  ofbcafts  was  moft  dangerous, anfwered : of  furiotes 
beaih  is  molt  and  Wild  heafistthe  backbiters’^  arid  of  tame  beafls,  the  fatter  ers, 
dangerous.  putpofc  ThemiTtocles  the  Thebane  faid,  that  it 

was  the  great  eft  grief e in  the  world^to  fee  the  honor  of a good  man 
in  the  mercie  of  a venemom  toong,  and  wrongedwith  flanderon4 
fpeeches.  For  feeing  good  fame  and  credite  is  more  preti- 
ous  than  any  treafure,  a man  hath  no  Icffe  iniurie  offered 
him  when  his  good  name  is  taken  away,  than  when  he  is 
wbenbackbi-  fpoiled  of  his  fubftancc  . But  backbiting  and  flandering 
do  then  bring  foorth  moft  pernitious  effeds,  when  Prin- 
ces are  ready  to  heare  flanderers , of  whome  they  them- 
fclues  are  in  the  end  corrupted . For  the  enuious  & back- 

‘ , biting  perfon  doth  as  a naughtie  painter  did, who  hailing 

r:  , , ilfauouredly 


and  of  Backbiring. 

O 


4<?i 


I ilfauoredly  painted  certaine  cocks,  commanded  his  boy 
, to  driue  the  naturall  cocks  farre  from  his  piaure  : fo  he 

laboureth  as  much  as  may  be  to  withdraw  good  men  fro 
thofe  whom  he  would  gouerne.  But  bicaufe  he  cannot  do 
It  openly,  fearing  their  vertue  whom  he  hateth  from  his 
hart, he  will  feeme  to  welcome,  to  honour,  and  to  admire 
them,and  yet  vnder  hand,  and  behind  their  backs  he  will 
calt  abroad  and  fow  his  (landers.  And  if  fo  be  that  his  pri- 
me and  fecret  reports,  which  pricke  behind,  do  not  pre- 
lently  bring  forth  the  end  of  his  intent,  yet  he  keepeth  in 
memorie  that  which  Afedipu  vttred  long  (ince,who  was  as 
It  were  the  mafter  and  captaine  of  the  whole  flock  of  flat- 
terers, banded  togither  about  Alexander  againfl:  all  the 
honeft  men  in  the  court . This  fellow  taug’ 

(hould  riot  (pare  to  nippe  boldly  and  to  bite 
flanders.For  (quoth  he^  although  he  thatis 
be  curcd  of  the  wound,  yet  the  skarre  at  the  kaft  will  ftill 
temaine.  And  by  fuch  skars  of  lies  and  falfaccufations,or 
rather  to  giue  them  a better  name  with  by  fuch  fi- 

ltuloes&cankers’e;j//^^W^rbcinggnaweri,  vniuftlypnt 

to  death  CalUHhenes,  ‘Tarmenion,  and  ^Thilota^,  eiuine  him- 
I felfeouer  to  the  wil  andpolTeflion  ofthreeor  foure  flatte- 
) rers,ofwhom  he  wasclothed,decked,fetfoorth  andado- 
I red  as  It  were  a barbarian  image.  Such  is  the  force  & efli- 
i caae  of  lying  ioyned  u^ith  flattery  ouer  that  foule,  which 
hath  no  found  mdgement  of  reafon  to  difeern  truth  from 
iallehood,  or  a good  nature  from  a malicious.  True  it  is, 
that  this  comfort  cannot  be  taken  awav  from  aonfl 


not 
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Good  counfcU  not  fall  intothofe  inconuenienccs,  nor  be  deceiued  as 
l“=dSa»cr«.  this  great  Macedonian  monarch  «'as  they  muft.vpon  the 
**  reports  of  backbiters,  throughly  and  with  reafon  waigu 

all  things,  and  not  fufFer  themfelucs  to  be  perfwaded  by 

flanderers,  butdifeerne  their  words  wdth  a found  iudge- 
ment.Further  let  vs  note, that  they  which  lend  their  eares 
Wemuitnot  j-q  their  lics  and  detra(9:ions,are  no  leife  to  be  blamed  and 
irriL^dcrcT  reprehended,  than  the  flaunderers  themfelues,  bicaufe 
they  are  both  touched  with  the  fame  imperfection,  X 
meane,  of  taking  delight  in  theeuill  report  of  another. 
Andastheflandererhurteth  by  acculing  thofe  that  are 
not  prefent,  fo  doth  he  that  fuffereth  himielfe  to  be  per- 
fwaded  before  he  hath  learned  the  truth  of  things.  More- 
ouer,  they  that  accuflome  themfelues  to  heare  willingly 
reports  and  lies , commonly  alfo  take  more  pleafure  in 
Sin'rcfdL  reading  and  learning  fables  and  dreames,faults  and  vices 
offabics.  noted  in  peoples  and  nations, thanin  true  narrations  ana 

goodly  fentences  made  & written  with  good  iudgement 
and  diligent  ftudie,*  or  in  peruiGng  the  honors,  heroicall 
fads,  and  commendations  giuen  to  vertuous  and  famous 
men,  which  doth  touch  and  grieue  them  no  leffe  than  it 
doth  the  enuious  and  backbiter : w^hereas  they  ought  to 
accept  of  thofe  things  as  of  fpurres  to  driue  them  for- 
ward vnto  vertue.  Therefore  whofoeuer  confidereth  well 
all  thofe  pernirious  effeas  that  are  procured  through 
backbiting, he  fcall  know  that  it  is  a great  point  of  mode- 
iHe,and  moft  neceffarie  for  him  that-hatli  profited  well  in 
Morall  Philofophie,  nottofufferanyman  to  be  blamed 
and  euillfpokenofin  his  prefence,  although  he  were  .ns 
Ar*.rapra-  capitall  enimie.  Wefee  alfo  that  this  crafty  & fubnll  kind 

aife  of  enuious  Yi'ici^eclnes  is  vfually  praffifcd  of  backbitcrs  and  ^hui- 

ous  perfons,  when  they  perceiue  that  they  cannot  caufe 
themfelues  to  be  accounted  as  honeft  me  as  they  are  who 
they  purpofe  to  flander,  then  they  labour  to  prooiie  that 
thefe  men  arc  not  fo  honeft,  as  fome  others  whom  they 
commed  & preferre/eeking  by  that  means  to  couer  their 
hatreds  il-will,  and  to  get  credit  to  their  (lander  by  that 

praife, which  they  giue  indiredly  to  others.They  fpare  not 
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I the  dead  many  times,  ileitheris  there  any  let  in  them  why 
I through  their  enuy  theydrawe  them  not  our  of  that  re(t 
I wberinthey  are, which  is  detefbble  impietie.  Now  feeing 
I we  know  what  euil  proeeedeth  from  thefe  wild  & naughty 
I plants  of  enuy,  hatred  & backbiting,  & that  naturally,  as 
i inheritors  of  the  vice  & fin  ofour  firft  parents,  we  cary  in 
our  harts,I  know  not  what  enuy,  ieloufie  & emulation  a- 
gainft  fome  one  or  other, let  vs  beware  that  we  norilh  not 
fuch  vicious  palTions.but  »-eaken  their  force,  & make  the  Amtanerore, 

altogithervnabletocaufevsrodepartfromdutie:  let  vs 

accuftome  our  felues  not  to  enuy  the  profperitie  ofour  e- 
I nimies,  neither  to  backbite  them  in  any  fort.  And  if  it  be 
poffible,  let  vs  not  be  fparing  in  gitiing  vnto  them  their 
1 praife&  honor,  whenfoeuer  they  do  any  thing  that  defer- 
ueth  iuftly  to  be  commended ; bicaufe  that  alib  bringeth 
greater  praife  to  him  that  giueth  it.Fortheifitfall  outfo 
that  hercprouethibm'A'hat  in  hisenimy,his  accufarioca- 
rieth  more  credite  and  force  with  it, as  that  which  procee- 
deth  not  from  thehatredofhisperfon,  butfromadiflike  E!i“>aean,iru. 
of  his  doings,therby  declaring  that  equitie  & iuftice  only  ly 
are  the  bounds  ofhis  hatred. Befides  we  (hal  reape  a grea- 
ter  benefite  than  is  hitherto  rehearfed.  For  when  we  ac^ 

cuftome  our  felues  to  praifeourenimies  for  well  doing, 

and  are  not  grieued  when  any  profperitie  befalletb  them’ 
we  (hall  vtterly  driue  from  vs  the  vice  ofenuy  and  iealou- 
fie  ouer  the  good  fuccefle  ofour  friends  & acquaintance 
when  they  attain  to  honor.  Whereas  on  the  contrary  fide 
if  we  acquaint  our  felues  and  take  delight  in  enuying  the 
welfare  of  ourenimies,wefhail  dothelike  many  times  to 
our  friends : as  we  fee  experience  thereofin  many  at  this 
day,who  arc  (b  touched  with  this  vice,thatthey  reioiceat 
the  euil  which  happeneth  to  their  wel-wi!Iers,and  to  fuch 
as  are  the  occafion  of  their  good&  preferment.  But  ifwe 
bedefiroustodifeharge  our  diietie  towards  our  neigh- 
bours for  whofe  profite  we  are  borne,  let  vs  feeke  to  pra- 
<&i(e  that  (en  tence  of  Cic  ero^hst  an  honefl  man  ^good  citizen 
neuer  ought  to  be  moued  with  hatred  or  enuy  vpo  fuppofedcrimet, 
m not  towards  bis  emmj.wipiing  to  die  rather  thd  to  offendagainfi 

iuBice, 
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Whatfcoffing 
is,andhowitis 
CO  be  auoided. 


A Tcoffe  is  many 
times  woorfe  ta- 
ken than  any 
other  iniurious 
Ipcech. 


How  mirth  is 
commendable. 


A notable  way 
bow  tobere- 
iicngcd  vpon 
the  enuious. 
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ItMice;whkh  is  dn  vtter  emmie  to  that  vice . This  alfo  will  be 
agoodhelpe  and  meane  to  keepe  vs  from  backbiting,  if 
we  efehew  al  kind  of  fcoffing,which  ( as  Theophraflus  faith) 
is  nothing  elfe  but  a clofe  and  coloured  reproofc  of  fome 
fault,  which  by  little  and  little  inureth  him  that  mocketh 
to  backbite  another  openly  and  vntruly  . This  great  im- 
perfedion  of  gibing  is  very  familiar  amongft  vs, although 
it  be  as  vnfeemely  for  an  honorable  perfonage  as  fome  o- 
ther  more  infamous  vice  4 But  to  the  end  we  may  haue 
better  occafion  to  keepe  vs  from  it,  let  vs  know  that  ma- 
ny times  a man  is  more  mooued  with  a gibing  gird , than 
with  an  iniurie  ; bicaufe  this  latter  proceedeth  common- 
ly from  the  vehemencie  of  fudden  choler,  euenagainft 
his  will  that  vttereth  it,  but  the  other  is  more  taken  to 
hart,as  that  which  feemeth  to  come  from  a fetled  wil  and 
purpofe  to  offer  wrong,  and  from  a voluntarie  malitiouf- 
hes  without  any  neceflitie.  If  we  bedifpofed  to  be  merie, 
asfometimesopportunitie,  place,  andperfonsinuitevs 
thereunto,let  it  be  done  with  a good  grace,  and  without 
offence  to  any  . Now  although  enuie  and  backbiting,  by 
reafon  of  their  pernitious  effeds , are  fo  odious  to  all  ho- 
norable and  vertuous  perfonages,yet  no  other  reiienge  is 
to  be  fought  or  defired , than  that  punifliment  which  fol- 
loweth  and  groweth  with  the  vice  it  felfe, which  neuer  fuf- 
fereth  him  that  is  touched  therewith , to  enioy  any  reft  in 
his  foule,as  we  haue  already  learned. Neither  is  there  any 
great  care  to  be  had  for  the  matter,  feeing  enuiousper- 
fonsand  backbiters  are  no  waiesable  to  bite  the  deferts 
of  good  men . But  if  we  would  haue  their  punifhment 
augmented  and  doubled, there  is  no  better  way , than  to 
ftudie  fo  much  the  more  to  do  well , as  we  fee  them  labor 
morcearneftly  to  enuie  and  to  condemne  our  dealings. 
For  as  the  Sunne  being  diredly  ouer  the  top  of  any  thing 
whatfoeuerjif  it  leaue  any  fnadow  at  all , yet  is  it  but  ftiort 
and  little , bicaufe  the  light  thereof  is  difperfed  round  a- 
bont  the  fame  ; fo  the  excellencie  of  vertue,  gloric,&  ho^ 
nor,  in  the  end  conftraineth  the  venemoiis  toong  to 
drinke  and  to  fwallow  downe  hir  owne  poifon,not  daring 

to 
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to  bring  it  againe  in  fight , whereby  enuie  and  blame  are 
asitwerewholy  extinguillied,  andvnableto  hurtgood 
men  any  morc.This  reafon  caufed  'Thillip  king  of  jMacedo- 
nia  to  make  this  anfwere  to  certaine , who  told  him,  that 
the  Grecians  fpake  ill  of  him  behind  his  backe,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  did  them  much  good , and  therefore  willed 
himtochafticethem : What  would  they  do  then  (quoth  Phiiiipwoke 
this  noble  and  gentle  Pnncejif  wefhoulddoe  them  any 
harme  ? But  they  make  me  become  a better  man . For  I Srgtao"' 
Itriiie  dailie  both  in  my  u^ordes  and  deedes  to  prooue 
them  lyars . And  another  time,  as  his  friendes  coun- 
felled  him  to  put  to  death,  or  to  banifiia  Gentleman  of 
Macedonia , who  continued  in  flandering  him , he  would 
not  doe  either  of  both,  faying:  that  it  was  no  fufficient 
caufero  condemne  him  to  death:  and  as  for  banifliins 
him , he  fayd  : that  it  was  a great  deale  better  if  he  ftirred 
not outof  Macedonia,  whereallmen  knewe  thathely- 
ed , than  if  he  went  amongft  ftrangers  to  fpeake  ill  of 
him,  who  bicaufethey  knewe  him  not  well,  might  per- 
aduenture  admit  his  flander  as  true . Whereby  this  ver- 
tuous  Prince  at  onetyme  (hewed  foorth  the  effedesof 
three  excellent  vertues;  firff,  of  Clemencie,  in  that  hee 
would  not  put  him  to  death , of  whome  he  had  receiued 
great  iniurie : then  of 0\>Ugnammitie,'m  contemning  iniu- 
rie : and  laftly , of  woonderfull  Prudence , in  that  he  did 
not  banifli  him . And  in  deede  he  was  of  fuch  a gentle  na- 
ture , that  he  would  neuer  punifh  them  that  gaue  him  an 
euill  report,  but  rather  tooke  away  the  occafion  there- 
of, asheeretofore  wehaue  in  part  mentioned  it.  And 
lor  a greater  teftimonie  of  the  goodnes  of  this  Monarch 
the  anfwere  he  made  to  them  that  counfelled  him  to  dc-  ' 
ifroythecitieof  Athens,  deferueth  wellto  be  heerefet 
I downe  . Idoe  all  thinges  (quoth  he  to  them)  for  alone, 

J,  hmthenjhotdd  I destroy  <i^thens  ,vehich  by  reafon  of  learnina, 

I isthe  Theater  of glorie?  The  example  of.Dmcir/^  Athens  the  The- 

a Prince  ofimmortall  renowne,ferueth  fitly  to  teach 
i vs  what  fmall  account  we  are  to  make  of  the  dealings  of 
enuiousmen,  fofarreoughtwe  to  be  from  caring  either 
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for  their  dooingsor  fayings.  When\^wd  was  brought 
to  this  Prince,  that  the  Athenians , mooued  with  enuie  a- 
gainft  him,  had  broken  downe  thofe  three  hundred  ima- 
ges, which  were  before  ereded  in  their  ftreete  of  ylriopa- 
to  his  honour,  and  thereupon  was  prouoked  by  his 
Counccl  to  be  reuenged  of  them, he  faid  : The  Athenians 
may  well  throw  downe  my  images , but  they  are  not  able 
to  abafe  my  vertues , for  whofe  fake  my  images  were 
heeretofore  erededfora  publike  fpedacle . And  trucly 
thofe  ades  of  Princes, which,  being  done  in  their  life 
time , are  woorthie  of  memorie , may  feme  them  for  an 
euerlafting  monument , and  not  Images  & Tombs  made 
with  mens  hands,  which  length  of  time, befides a thou- 
fand  other  accidents  may  bring  to  pouder.  Neither  are 
they  depriued  of  the  fame  glorie  thatliue  vnder  the  go- 
iiernmentof  great  men,  when,  according  to  their  places 
and  callings,  they  dired  their  adions  to  the  benefite  and 
fafetie  of  the  Common-wealth  . For  whenfoeuer  enuie 
laboureth  to  hurt  them  with  fuppofed  crimes,  their  in- 
nocencie  f'as  Horace  {‘aith)  will  bevnto  them  in  place  of 
an  inexpugnable  tower  of  braffe  ; fo  that  being  a fliired 
of  that,  theyneede  not  hand  in  any  feareof  thecriiell 
teeth  of  flanderers  » Therefore  being  reprooued 

by , bicaufe  he  did  not  once  dreameof  defen- 
ding himfelfe  when  he  was  accufed , made  this  anfwere : 
I haue  dreamed  of  that  all  my  life  time,  by  ftriuing  to  Hue 
well . To  conclude  then  our  prefent  difeourfe  , let  vs 
learne  to  vncloath  our  hartes  of  all  enuie  and  hatred, 
which  procure  fo  many  turbulent  and  hurtfull  paffions  in 
the  foule,  and  ouerthrowe  all  that  charitie  and  loue, 
which  we  ought  to  bearc  towards  euery  one . Let  vs  feare 
this  fentence  pronounced  by  the  holie  fpirite , that  vphofo- 
euer  hateth  his  brother  is  a man  Jlayer  • And  if  we  iee  that  vice 
and  imperfedions  raigne  in  our  like,  let  vs  hate  their  enill 
manners , and  loue  the  welfare  of  their  foules , by  ende- 
uouring  to  bring  them  backe  againe  into  the  path  way  of 
vertue,  vntill  we  fee  that  all  hope  of  remedie  is  taken  a- 
wayby  reafonof  their  long  fctled  habite  and  continu- 
ance 
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ance  in  vice ; for  then  we  are  to  fliunne  altogither 
h urtfull  conuerfation  of  fuch  forlorne  men . Let  vs  take 
heede  that  wee  pleafe  not  ourfelues  in  detrading  and 
backbiting,  orinfpeaking  raflilyof  any  withoutaduife- 
ment  taken  of  whome,to  whome,andwhat  weipeake. 
Let  vs  not  be  giuen  to  lying,  or  to  harken  to  flanderers, 
but  following  the  counfell  of  the  Scripture , let  vs  laye  a- 
fide  all  malitioufnes,  and  all  guile,  and  didimulation,  and 
enuie,andalleuill  fpeaking,andas  newc  borne  babes 
delire  the  milke  of  vnderftanding , which  we  may  as  it 
were  boaft  that  we  haue  in  the  true  and  right  knowledge 
ofluftice,  which  is  to  render  to  God  that  which  is  due 
to  him,  according  to  pietie,and  to  our  neighbours  what- 
foeuer  belongeth  to  them.according  to  the  dutie  of  cha- 
ritie,  which  is  gentle , not  eafily  prouoked  to  anger , nor 
enuious,  nor  reioycingin  iniquitie,  but  alwaies  in  the 
truth. 
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A M a-TF  I bee  not  deceiued  (my  Companions)  wee 
N A.  I haue  hitherto  fufficientlye  difcourfed  of  the 

^o“^^MoraIl  vertues,  being riuers" that  flo we 

from  the  fountaine  of  dutie  and  honeftie,  asalfoof  all 
the  partes  that  belong  vnto  them,andoftheircontra- 
ne  vices  .Therefore  from  hence  foorth  we  are  to  make 
choice  of  fome  other  matter,  and  to  applie  that  which 

"if • difcourfesof  our  Morall 

Philofophie,  vnto  Eftates,  charges, and  conditions  of 
life,  whereunto  euerie  oneof  vs  may  be  called  during 
this  life : yea,  let  vs  aHaie  to  giue  aduice  and  councell  to 
luperiours  , according  to  the  meafure  of  our  iudge- 
ment.  But  bicaufe,  as  I thinke,  the  entrie  to  fohigh 
a matter,  requireth  fome  leafure  to  thinke  vppon  it  I 
am  of  lyiinion , that  we  were  beft  to  deferre  this  point 
vntill  the  next  dayes  worke  : and  in  the  meane  tyme, 
tor  the  fpendinge  of  the  refte  of  this  after-noone, 

H h i;  looke 
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looke  out  fome  matter  fubied , apt , and  fit  to  recreate 
our  fpirites  withall : which , bicaufe  naturally  they  de- 
light in  varietie  and  diuerfitie  of  thinges , cannot  haue  a 
more  conuenient  matter  ^ than  to  make  fport  with  the  di- 
uers  andfundrie  efFe(5tsof  Fortune,  which,  according  to 
Fortune  is  con-  the  faying  of  the  A ncients , is  very  conftant  in  hir  incon- 
ftantinhirin.  fl^ncic  . Further , let  VS  .confidet  howe  we  may  vfe  this 
cot  ancie.  Qf  Fortune , w’hich  is  fo  common  amongft  vs , and 


Pfal.10740. 
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is. 


God  ordcrcth 
cafuall  things 
nccclfarily. 


notabufeit. 

Aram.  To  him  (Taith  Cicero)  whofe  hope,  reafon, 
and  cogitation  dependeth  of  Fortune , nothing  can  be 
fo  certaine  orafiured  vnto  him,  that  he  may  perfw'ade 
himfelfeitwill  abide  by  him  , no  not  one  day . But  he  is 
moft  happie  that  is  of  himfelfe  fufficient  ineue^  refpe^t, 
and  that  placeth  the  hope  of  all  his  affaires  in  himfelfe, in 


regard  of  men. 

Achit  oB.  Iamfhe(faythVertue,fpeakingin^^«- 
tuan ) that  furmounteth  Fortune , and  the  fcourge  that 
puniflieth  finnes.  Vice  and  Vertue(fayth  P/^r^r^haue 
no  maiftersto  rule  ouerthem  : and  they  are  very  blind, 
who  , calling  Fortune  blinde,  fuffer  themfelues  to  be 
guided  and  leddeby  hir.  But  we  muft  learne  of  thee 
fA  s E Rj  what  wearetothinkeofthiscounterfetGod- 

deffe.  • .n** 

A s E R . If  we  are  perfwaded,  that  he  who  is  luftice  it 
felfe,and  the  effentiall  truth,  maketh  Princes  contempti- 
ble (as  it  is  faid  in  the  Scripture)and  caufeth  them  to  erre 
indefert  places  out  of  the  way , raifingvp  thepooreout 
of  miferie , and  making  him  families  like  a fiocke  of 
Iheepe , there  is  no  doubt  but  that  being  an  Epi- 

curian  worde,  rather  than  an  Fleathenifh,  is  nothing  elfe 
butafayned  deuiceof  mans  fpirite,  and  an  imaginati- 
on without  truth  : vpon  which  (as  H^lutarke  fayth^  aman 
can  not  fettle  hisiudgement , nor  yet  comprehend  it  by 
the  difcourfe  of  reafon.  So  that  we  muft  confeffe,  that  all 
things  are  guided  & gouerned  by  the  prouidence  of  God, 
who  knowethand  ordereth  cafuall  thinges  neceffarily. 
Which  albeit  wx  eafily  cofeffe  with  the  mouth, as  alfo  that 

profperi- 


4 ^9 


Of  Fortune. 

profperitie  and  adiierfitie  depend  onely  of  the  will  of 
God , yet  we  may  daily  note  in  many  of  vs , effects  cleane 
contrarie  to  the  worde , in  that ^ when  we  deliberate  a* 
bout  ouraffayres , we  prefently  caft  our  eie  vpon  humane 
meanes,  to  come  to  the  ende  of  them , although  they  are  . u 

but  fecond  caufcs , cafting  behind  our  backes  that  helpe,  SS'caufes? 
which  is  from  aboue  . And  when  we  wantthebledingof 
God , through  his  anger  and  iuft  indignation,  (which  we 
care  not  to  appeafe)  and  fo  for  the  mod  part  ftumble  vp- 
on the  cleane  contrarie  of  all  our  platformes  and  goodly 
enterprifesj  then  weaccufe,  notour  ignorance  and  in- 
gratitude towardes  his  Maieftie , but  the  vnfortunate  mi- 
Ihap  and  chance  of  humane  thinges,  which  through  the 
common  error  of  men,  we  attribute  to  . Nowe,  Aas.i7.z§, 
knowingthat  we  line,  and  mooue,  and  haue  our  being  in  Rom.11.35. 
God  onely,  that  his  myfteries  are  great  and  woonderfull, 
and  fuchjthat  if  we  iliould  go  about  to  found  the  bottom 
of  them,  it  were  all  one  as  if  we  fought  to  pearce  the  hea- 
uens , after  the  manner  of  the  Giants , fet  foorth  vn  to  vs 
by  the  Poets : that  our  way  is  not  in  our  power , and  that  ler.10.2^. 
of  our  felues  we  cannot  dired:  our  fteps  : that  it  is  the 
Lorde  that  offeretha  man  into  his  handes , who  vnwit- 
tingly  killeth  him  with  the  headeof  his  Axe  flipt  from  ^ 
the  helue  : that  lots  call  at  aduenture , fall  out  according 
to  his  iudgement , and  that  generally  all  things  are  done 
by  the  ordinance  of  God,  I fay,  knowing  all  thefe  things, 
yet  bicaufe  the  order,  reafon,  ende,  and  neceffitie  oF 
thofcthinges  which  are  fo  ftrange,  vneertaine,  and  mu- 
table in  the  world,  are  for  the  moftpart  hidden  in  the 
counfcllol  God , and  cannot  be  comprehended  by  the 
opinion  and  reach  of  man,  we  may  well  call  them  ca-  Sefewo^a. 
luall  and  chancing,  in  refpedof  our  lelues . The  like  we  ‘^ff^orcuneand 
may  both  conceiue  of  all  future  euents , holding  them  in 
fufpence,  bicaufethey  may  fall  out  either  of  the  one  or 
the  other  (ide,  (and  yet  being  refoluedof  this,  that  no- 
thing ihall  come  to  palTe  which  God  hath  not  ordained) 
and  alfo  note  them  out  by  this  worde  Fortune,  not  attri  - 
buting  thereunto  anypov/er  ouer  the  inconftancie  and 
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continuall  alteration  of  humane  things : efpecially  fee- 
ing they  are  ib  changeable , that  it  would  be  a verye  hard 
matter  (fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  menjto  compre- 
hend them  vnder  a more  proper  and  fit  word.The  defini- 
tion alfo, which  the  Ancients  gaue  of  Fortune , is  very  a- 
grecableto  theerfedof  the  thing  fignified^  and  of  that 
wherof we  haue  daily  experience:  namely,that  there  is  no 
other  final  end  of  chang  & alteration  in  man^than  that  of 
his  being.  ?kto  faith^that  Fortune  is  an  accidental!  caufe, 
& a confequence  in  thofe  things  which  proceed  from  the 
counfell  of  man.  faith,  that  Fortune  is  a cafuall  & 

accidental caufe  in  things , which,  being  piirpofely  done 
for  feme  certaineend,haue  no  apparant  caufe  of  their  fal- 
ling out  otherwife : fo  that  a man  may  well  fay, that  fuch  a 
thing  came  to  him  by  Fortune , which  falleth  out  befides 
his  thought , when  he  vndertaketh  any  worke  with  deli- 
beration.£jp/V*r^  faidjthat  Fortune  was  fuch  a. caufe, as  a- 
greed  neither  to  perfons,times,or  manners.  JheophraUm 
fpeaking  of  Fortune,  faitfi,that  Ihe  looketh  not  whereat 
die  fiiooteth  , that  oftentimes  ihe  delighteth  in  taking  a- 
way  that, which  is  gotten  with  very  great  paine,  but  efpe- 
cially in  ouerturning  thofe  felicities, which,as  men  think, 
are  beft  ftaied  and aflured.///;/^«^/faith,that  w-hen  it  plea- 
feth  hir,{he  maketh  a Conful  of  a Rhetoritian:  & likewife 
cleane contrary , hauingthis  propertie  in  hir  to  reioice 
greatly  in  the  varietie  of  chances,&  to  deride  all  the  deui- 
ces  of  men,oftener  lifting  vp  into  the  place  of  foueraigne 
authoritiefuch  asarevnwroorthy  thereof,  than  thofe  that 
deferue  the  fame  . Amongft  the  Ancients,  the  Romanes 
honoured  Fortune  more  than  all  the  reft,efieeming  ofhir 
(^faith  ) as  of  the  patron, nurfe,&  vpholder  of  the 

citieof  Rome  . They  builded  for  hit  many  fumptuous 
Temples, wherein  (lie  was  adored  vnder  fundry  names,  & 
honorable  rides  for  a Goddefie  of  fingular  power  : info- 
much  that  they  thought  themfelues  more  beholding  to 
hir  for  the  greatnes  ^ profperity  of  their  Empire, than  to 
vertue.  Sylla  hauing  attained  to  the  foueraigne  aiithoritie 
of  a Monarch,andof  Didator,  yeelded  himfelfe  & all  his 

adions,- 
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afiions  to  the  fauor  of  Fortune,  faying,  that  he  reputed  . ..  . 
himfelfe  to  be  Fortunes  child.and  thereupon  tooke  vnto 
him  thefurname  of  Happie . Which  opinion  feemeth  to 
haue  preuailed  greatly  with  him,  in  caufing  him,  after  he 
had  committed infiniteprofcriptions , murders,&cruel- 
ties,voluntarily  &withoutfeareto  giue  ouerthe  Dida- 
torlhipjto  lead  the  reft  of  his  yeeres  in  all  alTurance  & qui- 
etnes,&  as  a priiiate  man  to  paffe  & repafte  through  all  I- 
taly  without  any  gard , eucn  inthe  midft  ofthem  whome 
he  had  fo  much  offended , We  read  alfo,that  when 
dates  king  of  Pontus  wrote  vnto  him  concerning  tlie  war, 
which  he  had  vndertaken  againft  him,  faying,  that  he 
maruelledhow  *^//^durft  buckle  with  his  great  fortune, 
efpecially  knowing  that  fhe  had  not  deceiued  him  at  any 
time,  whereas  (he  neuer  knew  SjllaQontuXy  hereturned 
this  anfwer ; For  thisfelfc  fame  reafon  thou  ftalt  now  fee, 
how  Fortune  doing  hir  dutie  ,wilkake  hirleaueof  thee 
to  come  tomee.  lulins  Ccy^rgauea  certaine  argument  ixapir, 
of  theaflurance hehad  in  Fortune,  when  ,entringvpon 
the  fea  in  a little  Fregate  in  a very  tempeftuous  weather, 
and  the  Pilot  making  fome  doubt  of  waighing  vp  the 
Anchor,  he  fayde  thus  vnto  him  : Be  not  afrayde  my 
friende , for  thou  carieft  and  his  Fortune.  Augujlus^ 

5?^  his  fucceftburfendinghisNephewtothe  warre,  wi- 
fned  that  he  might  be  as  valiant  as  Scipio , as  well  belo- 
ued  as  Pojnpey , and  as  fortunate  as  himfelfe  : attributing 
to  Fortune , as  a principal!  w^orke , the  honour  of  ma- 
king him  fo  great  as  he  was . To  this  purpofe  alfo  it  is  re- 
ported, that  great  acquaintance  and  familiaritie  grow- 
ing betw'cene  (i^Hgusisu  and  ayintonipts  his  Companion 
in  the  Empire  , they  often  pafted  away  the  time  togither 
with  fundrie  fortes  of  plaies  and  paftimes,  wherein 
alwayes  went  away  vanquifued.  Whereupon  one 
of  his  familiar  friendes  well  feene  in  the  arte  of  Diuina- 
tion  , tooke  occafion  many  tymesto  vtterhis  mind  vn-  ofafooThfafer. 
to  him  inthefe  or  the  like  fpeeches  . Sir,what  do  you  fo 
neere  this  yoong  man } Separate  your  felfe  farre  from 
iiini.  Your  fame  is  greater  than  his,  you  are  elder  than 
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he^you  command  moe  men  than  he , you  are  better  exer- 
cifed  in  featesof  Armes , you  haue  greater  experience : 
but  your  familiar  fpirite  feareth  his , and  your  fortune, 
which  of  it  felfe  is  great, flattereth  his, and  if  you  fequefter 
not  your  felfe  farre  from  him, (lie  will  forfake  you  and  goe 
to  him . Thus  we  fee  what  great  eflimation  the  Romanes 
had  of  Fortune,yea  they  flood  in  fo  great  awe  of  hir  pow- 
er,  that  that  great  Captaine  fayd,  that  a- 

mongft  humane  things,  he  neuer  feared  any  one  of  them, 
but  amongfl  diuine  things  he  alwaies  floode  in  great 
feare  of  Fortune,as  of  hir  in  whome  there  was  fmall  trufl: 
to  be  placed  , bicaufe  of  hir  inconflancie  and  mutable 
varietie,  whereby  (he  neuer  vfeth  to  gratifie  men  fo  libe- 
rally , or  to  beflow  fuch  abfolute  profperitie  vponthem,. 
but  thatfome  enuie  is  mingled  withall . Oh  deceitful!' 
Fortune  (faid  Demetrtm)  thou  arteafily  found,but  hard- 
ly auoyded!  They  that  haue  laboured  mofl  in  painting 
out  this  fained  Goddefle,  fay, that  flie  hath  a fwiitpace,  a 
The  defeription  loftie  mind, and  a hawtiehope.They  giue  hir  light  wings^ 
ofForcune,  ^ globe  vnder  hir  feete , and  in  hir  hand  a home  of  abun- 
dance, full  of  all  fuch  heauenlie  and  earthlie  things  as  are 
exquifite  and  pretious,  which  fhe  poureth  foorth  liberal 
ly,when  and  where  fhe  pleafeth  ..  Some  put  a w'heeleinto 
hir  hands,which  flie  turneth  about  continually , whereby 
that  part  which  is  aboue  is  prefently  turned  downeward ; 
whatismeant  thcrby  giuing  vs  to  vnderflandjthat  from  hir  highefl  pre- 
ferment  ilie  throweth  downe  in  one  inflant  fuch  as  are 
moflhappy,intothegulfeofmiferie.  In  a word,  we  may 
well  compare  hir  to  a glafle,  which,  the  brighter  it  is , the 
fooner  it  is  broken  & dafht  in  peeces  . Hiflories,  the  trea- 
F,xampiesonhe  furie  of autiquitic,  fet  before  our  eies  innumerable  exam- 
contrary  effed.  pies  of  common  and  contrary  efleds,  which  are  wrought 
ofi-oKunc.  thisinconftant  Fortune,  and  thofe  oftentimes  prafti- 
fed  vpon  the  fame  perfons,  whome  offmal  fhe  hath  made 
very  great, and  after  taken  them  downe  lower , yea  made 
them  more  miferable  fif  1 may  fo  fpeakej  than  they  were 
Hmnih:iL  at  their  beginning. that  renowmed  Captaine  of 
the  Carthaginians,that  redoutedeiiimyofthe  Romanes, 

after 
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after  notable  vidories obtained  fundry  times  againftthe, 
was  in  the  ende  vtterlyouerchrowen  and  compelled  to 
flie  hither  and  thither,  and  to  haue  recourfe  to  forrainc 
princes,  into  whofe  armes  he  caft  himfelfe  for  the  fafetie 
of  his  perfonrand  after  long  wandring, being  old  ^ fpent, 
he  fetled  himfelfe  with  the  king  of  Bithynia . B ut  Titus  Fla-  Fla  mini  us  ora-* 
whom  the  Romanes  had  fent  embaffador  to  thataTnE^ 
king,  required  to  haue  him,  that  he  might  put  him  to 
death  . For  (quoth  hej  as  long  as  he  liueth  he  will  be  a fire 
for  the  Romane  empire,  which  wanteth  but  fome  one  or 
other  to  kindle  it.  When  he  was  in  the  vigor  and  ftrength 
of  his  age,neither  his  hand  nor  his  body  had  procured  fo 
great  damage  to  the  Romanes, as  his  good  vnderftanding 
and  fufficiencie  in  the  arte  of  warre  had  done,  being  ioi- 
ned  with  the  hatred  he  bare  them.  Which  is  nothing  di- 
minilhed  through  old  age,  neither  yet  through  the  alte- 
ration of  his  ellate  and  fortune  : bicaufe  the  nature  and 
qualitie  of  manerscontinueth  alwaies.JK?«OT^.«/beingad- 
uertifed  of  this  requeft  oiTitm,  ftieped  poifon  in  a cup  of 
drinkewhich  he  had  keptalong  timeagainftanextremi- 
tie.  But  before  he  dranke  thereof,  he  vttred  thefe  u'ordes . 

Go  to,  let  vs  deliuer  the  people  of  Rome  from  this  grC3t  ‘i'cech 
€are,feeing  it  lieth  fo  heauy  vpon  them,  and  the  time  fee-  Set! 
methvnto  them  oacr- long  toftayforthe  nattirall  death  himfdfo. 
of  this  poore  old  man,  whom  they  hate  fo  extremely.  And 
yet  Titm  ihall  not  obtaine  a vidory  greatly  honorable,  or 
woorthy  the  praife  of  the  ancient  Romanes,  who,  euen 
then  when  their  enimy  warred  againft  them,  and 

had  wonne  battels  of  them,  fent  him  word  to  beware  of 
poifon  that  was  prepared  for  him . Thus  did  this  great  & 
vertuous  captaine  hnilh  his  daies,  being  vtterly  ouer- 
throwen,  and  trode  vnder  foote  by  fortune,  which  for  a 
time  had  placed  him  in  the  higheft  degree  of  honor  that 
could  be.  a Thracian,  Alexanders  lieute- 

nants,and  one  that  after  Alexanders  death  had  great  wars 
and  made  his  partie  good  againft  zyAntigonni  king  of  Ma- 
cedonia, came  to  that  greatneffe  and  authoritie  from  a 
poore  Potters  fonne : & afterwards  being  ouercome  and 
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taken  prifoner,  he  died  of  hunger^  But  fuch  preferments 
of  fortune  will  not  feeme  very  ftrange  vnto  vs,  if  we  con- 
iider  how  came  to  the  Empire,  afeending  from 

a fimple  fouldier  to  the  degree  of  a captaine  , and  after- 
ward of  Go  uernour  of  Rome,  being  borne  of  a poore 
countrywoman*  And  hauingraignedonly  two  moneths, 
he  was  flaine  by  the  fouldiers  of  his  gard.  Aureiianm  from 
the  fame  place  obtained  the  felfe  fame  dignitie . Trobus 
was  the  fonne  of  a gardiner,  and  CMaximiantu  of  a black- 
fmith . InUtnusSox  his  vertue  fur  named  the  Great,  from  a 
hogheard  in  Thracia,attained  totheempire.Wil  you  haue 
a worthy  exaple  agreeable  to  that  faying  of  Imenal  which 
we  alleaged  euen  the  7.  from  a poore  monke 

was  lift  vp  to  the  dignitie  of  chief  bifliop  of  Rome;&  Hend- 
ry the  4. emperor, was  brought  to  that  extreme  miferie  by 
wars, that  he  asked  the  (dXd  Gregory  forgiuenes,&  caft  him 
felfe  down  at  bis  feete.  And  yet  before  this  miserable  mo- 
narch could  fpcake  with  him,he  Rood  3 . days  fading  and 
barefoote  at  the  popes  palace  gate,  as  a poore  fuppliant 
waiting  whe  he  might  haue  entrance  & accefle  to  his  ho- 
ly nes.  Lewes  the  Meeke,emperour,  & king  of  France,  was 
conftrained  to  giue  ouer  his  eftate,  & to  fliut  hinvfdf  vp  in 
a monafterie,  through  the  confpiracie  of  his  own  childre. 
Valer  'tanm  had  a harder  chaunge  of  his  eftate , ending  his 
days  whileft  he  was  prifoner  in  the  hands  of  Safer  king  of 
the  Parthians,  whovfcd  the  throteofthis  miferable  em- 
peror whenfoeuer  he  mounted  vpohishorfe. But  was  not 
that  a w’ondcrfulefFed:offortune,which  hapned  not  long 
fince  in  Munlfer, principal  towne  in  the  country  of  Weft- 
phalia,wherin  a fillie  botcher  of  Holland, being  retired  as 
• a poore  baniftied  man  from  his  country, called  of  Lei- 

den, was  proclaimed  king,  w^as  ferued  &:  obeied  of  all  the 
people  along  time,  euen  vntil  the  taking  & fubiierfton  of 
the  faid  town  after  he  had  born  out  the  liege  for  the  fpace 
of  3 .yeerQS,  Mahomet  the  firft  of  that  name,  of  a very  final 
and  abied  place,  being  enriched  by  marying  his  miftres, 
and  feruing  his  own  turne  very  fitly  with  a mutinie  raifed 
by  the  Sarrafinsagainfi/iVr^/^/^the  emperor, made  liim- 
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felf their  captain,tooke  Damafcus/poiled  Egypt,&  final- 
ly fubdued  Arabia,  difcotTifired  the  l^erfians,  and  became 
both  a monarch  & a prophet.  VVil  you  feea  ir.ofi  woderful 
effed  of  fortune?  Look  vpon  theprocedingsofthae  great 
T(imbtirkne,'^\\o  being  a pefantvS  fon  & keping  cartel,  cor-  Tamhuriane, 
rupted  yoo.flieepheardshis  companions.  'I  hefe  men  fel- 
ling their  cartel,  betook  them  to  armes,robbed  the  mer- 
chants ofthat  country, & watched  the  high  ways.  Which 
when  the  king  of  Perfia  vnderftood  of,  he  fent  a captaine 
with  a I ooo.horfe  to  difeomfit  them  .But  Tamburlane  delt 
fo  with  hihijthat  ioining  both  togither  they  wrought  ma- 
ny incredible  feates  of  armes.  And  whenciuil  warre  grew' 
betwixt  the  king  and  his  brother,  TamhurUne  entred  into 
the  brothers  pay,who  obtained  the  vidory  by  his  means, 

& therupon  made  him  his  lieutenant  general.  But  he  not 
long  after  fpoiled  the  new  king, weakened  & fiibdued  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Perfia. And  when  hefaw  himfelfe  cap- 
tain of  an  axmy  of  400000. horrmen,&  dooooo.  footme, 
be  made  warre  with  emperor  of  the  Turkes,  ouer-  BAhzeu. 

came  him  in  battel, and  tooke  him  prifoner.  He  obtained 
alfo  a great  vidorie  againft  the  Souldan  of  Egypt,  and  the 
king  of  Arabia.  This  good  fuccefle  (which  is  moft  to  be 
maruelled  at  and  very  rare)  accompanied  him  always  vn- 
till  his  death,  in  fo  much  that  he  ended  his  days  amongft 
his  children,  as  a peaceable  gouernour  of  innumerable 
countries.  From  him  defeended  the  great  who  raig- 
nethatthisday,  and  is  greatly  feared  and  redoubted  of 
theTurke.  B lit  that  miferable^^/^^^^/-  who  had  conque- 
red before  fo  many  peoples,  and  fubdued  innumerable 
cities,  ended  his  dayes  in  an  iron  cage,wherein  being  pri- 
roner,and  ouercome  with  griefe  to  fee  his  wife  Qiamefully 
handled,  in  waiting  at  TamburLwes  table  with  hir  gowne 
cucdownetohirNaudl,  fo  that  hir  fecrete  partes  were 
feene,  this  vnfortunate  Turke  beate  his  head  fo  often 
agaynft  the  Cage , that  he  ended  his  lyfe  . But  what 
neede  we  drawe  out  this  difeourfe  further  to  fliewe  the 
ftraunge  dealinges,  and  maruellous  chaunges  of  for- 
tune in  the  particular  eftates  and  conditions  of  men, 

which 
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which  are  to  be  feenc  daily  amongft  vs,  feeing  the  foiie- 
ofthefoure  fo- j-^ign  Empires  of  Babylon,  of  Perlia,  of  Gra^cia,  and  of 
Rome^which  in  mans  iudgement  feemed  immutable  and 
inexpugnable, are  fallen  from  all  their  glittering  Ibew  and 
greatnes,  into  vtter  mine  and  fubuerfion,  fo  that  of  the 
la  ft  of  them,  which  furpafled  the  reft  in  power,  there  re- 
maineth  onely  a commandement  limited  and  reftrained 
within  the  confines  of  Almaigne,which  then  was  not  the 
tenth  part  of  the  rich  prouin ces  fubied  to  this  Empire  ? 
Is  there  any  caufe  then  why  we  fhould  be  aftonifhed,  if  li- 
tle  kingdoms,  common- wealths  and  other  ciuifl  gouern- 
ments  end, when  they  are  come  to  the  vtmoft,&  ful  point 
of  their  greatnes  > And  much  lefte  if  it  fal  out  fo  with  me, 
who  by  nature  are  fubied  to  change,  and  of  themfelues 
defire  and  feeke  for  nothing  elfe  but  alteration . Being  af- 
fu red  therefore,  that  there  is  fuch  vneertaintie  in  all  hu- 
mane things,  let  vs  wifely  prepare  our  felues,  and  apply 
our  will  to  all  euents,  whofe  caufes  are  altogither  incom- 
prehenfiblein  refpedof  our  vnderftandings,  and  quite 
out  of  our  power.  For  he  that  is  able  to  fay,  I haue  pre- 
iiented  thee  O fortune,  I haue  flopped  all  thy  paflages, 
and  clofed  vp  all  thy  wayes  of  entrance,  that  man  putteth 
not  all  his  aflurance  in  barres  or  locked  gates,  nor  yet  in 
high  walles,  but  flaieth  himfelfe  vpon  Phylofophicall  fen- 
tencesanddifeourfesofreafon,  whereof  all  they  are  ca- 
pable that  imploy  their  wils,  trauelland  fludie  thereup- 
on . Neither  may  we  doubt  of  them  or  diflrufl  our  felues, 
but  rather  admire  and  greatly  efleeme  of  them,  beyng 
rauilhed  with  an  afledionate  fpirite.  He  that  taketh  leaft 
care  for  to  morow  ffaith  Epienn^)  commeth  thereunto 
withgreateflioy.  And  (as  Plmarke  faith)  riches,  glory, 
authoritie  and  credite  , reioyce  them  mofl , that  flande 
leafl  in  fcare  of  their  contraries.  For  when  a man  feeketh 
after  any  of  them  with  an  ouer-burning  defire,  whereby 
alfo  too  great  a feare  ofloofing  them  is  imprinted  in  him, 
the  pleafurc  which  he  hath  by  enioying  the  fame,  is  verie 
weake  and  vnflable,  much  like  to  a flame  blowen  vp  and 
downe  with  the  winde^  But  as  for  the  power  of  fortune 
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(faith  the  fame  PhiIofopher)it  bringeth  dovrne  thofe  men 
that  of  their  owne  nature  are  cow^ards,  fearefull  and  of 
fmall  courage.  Neither  muft  we  attribute  cowardlines  to  ofthepower 
miffortune,  norvalure  and  prudence  to  fortune,  who  is 
notable  to  make  a man  great  without  vertue.  For  what 
good  will  w'eapons  doe  a man  without  experience,  riches 
without  liberalitie,  vidorie  without  bountieand  clemen- 
cie,fighting  without  valure  and  boldnefle  : briefly  all  for- 
tunes goods  without  knowledge  how  to  vfe  them  well  ? 
Letvslearnealfo  that  it  is  tooT great  blockifhnefle  to  at- 
tribute the  caufe  of  the  change  of  monarchies,  common- 
wealths, eftates,  of  battels  loft,  and  generally  of  all  cafii- 
all  milhaps,  both  generall  and  particular,  to  certaine  fe- 
cond  caufes  : one  while  accufing  the  ambition  of  fome, 
the  ignorance  or  negligence  of  others,  the  fmall  courage, 
want  of  money,  of  men,  or  of  munitions  . But  \vc  muft 
looke  higher,  and  turne  towardes  him  who  vfeth  fuch 
meanes  in  the  execution  of  his  wonderfull  counfell, when  the  change  and 
he  mindeth  to  chaftife  and  to  punifli  men  for  their  ofFen- 
ces.  Example  hereof  we  haue  in  thofe  great  monarchies 
of  Babylon,  of  Perfla,  andofGr^ecia,  whofemarkesare 
no  more  to  be  feene,  than  the  pathe  of  a ftiip  in  the  water, 
or  way  ofa  bird  flying  in  the  aire  . And  yet  they  wereo- 
uerthrowen  and  vanquiflied  by  fuch  as  had  a thoufand 
times  lefle  humane  force  and  chiefe  finewes  of  warre , as 
treafure,  men,  munition  and  other  furniture,  than  their 
monarches  and  emperours  had , who  abounded  euery 
way  . But  God  purpofed  topunifli  their  pride  and  ini- 
quitie.  Let  vs  therefore  fland  in  awe,  not  of  the  goddefle 
fortune,  which  is  but  the  dreame  of  man,  and  cannot  (as 
Cicero  faith)  greatly  hurt  him,  that  iudgeth  hope  groun- 
ded ypon  vertue  more  firme,  than  that'wbich  is  built  vp- 
on  hir  forces,  but  let  vs  feare  him  who  dired’eth  and  dif- 
pofeth  in  wifdome  all  things  created  to  their  proper  end.  The  proper  end 
which  is  thegloricofhis  name,  and  faluation  of  his  e-  ofaiithings. 
led: : albeit  the  order  which  he  obferueth,  the  caufe,  rea- 
fqn,  and  ncceflitie  of  them,  are  for  the  moftpart  hid  in 
hisfecretcounfell,  and  cannot  be  comprehended  by  the 
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fenfeofman.  And  yet  not  fo  hid,  but  that  we  ought  pru^ 

- dently  to  confider  of  thoie  means  which  he  ofFreth  vnto 
vsforourvfe,  after  we  haue  endeuoured  to  mitigate  and 
to  appeafe  his  wrath  and  anger  through  the  amendment 
of  our  life, and  haue  called  for  aide  and  helpe  of  him  in  all 
our  enterprifes  grounded  by  reafon  vpon  dutie. 


The  ende  of  the  elenenth  dates  mrk^. 
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obtain  but  one  only  thing. 
But  no  man  is  one  and  the 
fame,except  a wife  man : all 
other  men  are  of  diuers 
Tormes.Whoknoweth  not 
with  how  great  difquietnes 
he  mind  of  man  is  fet  on  fire,with  what  lightnes  it  is  ca- 
ied  hither  & thither,  and  with  what  ambition  and  defire 
tisftirred  vp  to  takeholde  of  many  fundry  thinges  at 
mce?  Notwithftanding  we  muft  diligently  marke,  how 
he  heauenly  wifdome  hath  made  a diftinftion  of  eftates 
ind  kindes  of  life  amongft  men  from  the  beginning,  ap- 
>ointing  that  of  Adams  two  firft  children,  the  one  fhould 
jea  husbandman, the  other  aflieepheard.  Since  that,  the 
Hfe  fame  prouidcnce  hath  alwayes  commaunded,  that 
-uery  oneofvs  fhould looke  vnto  his  calling  in  all  the  a- 
aions  of  hislife,accounting  therof  as  of  aftation  affigned 
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vnto  vs  by  his  maieftic,  and  as  of  a perpe  tuall  rule  where- 
by we  inuftdired  the  ende  of  our  intents,  and  following 
the  will  of  God,  ftriue  to  continue  fuch  men  to  the  ende 
ofour  dayes,  as  we  once  purpofed  with  our  felues  to  be. 
Forwemayafllireourfelues,  that  there  is  no  worke  fo 
fmall  and  contemptible,  which  doth  not  fliine  and  ap- 
peere  precious  before  the  heauenly  throne,  if  we  do  it  in  am  things  done 
faith  according  to  our  calling,and  giue  glory  to  the  Eter-  coF' 
nail  for  our  whole  condition  and  ftate  of  life  . Nowe  we  fisht. 
know  that  after  God  had  created  man  by  his  almightie 
power  and  vnfpeakable  goodneifejto  make  him  partaker 
of  his  glory,  and  to  rule  oner  the  earth,  the  fea,  and  all 
things  contained'in  them,  he  gaue  him  prefently  the  wo- 
man fora  faithfull  companion,  and  fweete  folace  to  his 
life,  and  for  the  preferuation  of  his  kinde,  inftituting  and  Cen  z *4. 
fandifyingthariage  from  that  tyme  forward.  Therefore 
Ithinke  my  companions,  that  we  ought  to  handle  this 
firft,  bicaufe  it  is'  the  firft  calling  of  man,  moft  common, 
and  moft  honorable : to  the  end  that  we  may,  as  we  fayd 
yefterday,  begin  to  apply  the  adions  and  pradife  of  the 
vertues,  of  which  we  haue  hitherto  intreated,  to  eftates 
and  conditions  of  life,  whereuntoecheofvs  maybe  cal- 
led. 

A M A N A . If  we  could  (faith  ’Tlato)  behold  with  bo- 
dily eyes  the  beautie  that  honeftie  hath  inhir,  we  would 
befarre  in  loue  with  hit : but  flieis  to  befeen  onely  with  ^ 
theeyesoftheminde.  And  truely  with  the  fame  eyes  we 
may  behold  it  in  mariage,  if  we  confider  narowly  the  ho- 
neftie of  the  coupled  life,  when  it  is  in  euery  refped  abfo- 
lute,than  the  holy  bond  whereof,  the  earth  hath  nothin® 
more  beautifull  or  honeft.  ° 

Aram.  Mariage  (as  the  fcripture  faith)  is  honorable  Ma™ge«ho. 
among  all,  and  the  bed  vndefiled.  He  that  findeth  a wife,  among 

findeth  a good  thing,  and  receiueth  fauour  of  the  Lord.  Hebja.^. 
Therefore  of  thee  (Achitob)  we  defire  to  vnderftand  Prou.i8.ai, 
more  at  large  what  thou  haft  learned  concerning  this 
matter  difculfed  with  fo  many  contrary  opinions  both 
old  and  new. 
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A c H I T o B.  Nature hauing  brought  vs  foorth  to 
line  in  focietie,and  not  alone, like  to  brute  beafts,  it  muft 
needes  be  (faith  that  he  which  liueth  folitari- 

ly  ,is  either  a very  beaft,or  more  than  a man  .Now  a fo^ie- 
tie  is  an  aifemblie  and  agreemenc  of  many  in  one,reeking 
after  fome  good  thing  that  is  profitable, pleafant, and  ho- 
neft,  atleailthat  feemeth  to  be  fo  : orelfe  labouring  to 
flie  from  and  to  efehew  fome  euill . Euery  focietie  refpec- 
teth  the  maintenance  and  preferuation  of  Monarchies, 
Kingdomes, and  Common-wealths  . Butbicaufenoone 
whole  and  generall  thing  can  be  knowne  (as  the  Philofo- 
phers  fay)  except  the  parts  thereof  be  firft  knowne  , ita- 
greethvery  fitly  with  the  caufe  of  our  meeting  togither, 
and  is  alfo  very  neceffarie  for  vs,  to  learne  what  the  focie- 
tie of  wedlocke  is,  which  being  the  feminarie  and  prefer- 
uation of  allfocieties,  is  nothing  elfe  but  a communion 
oflifebetweene  the  husband  and  the  wife,  extendingit 
felfe  to  all  the  parts  that  belong  to  their  houfe,  of  which 
we  are  to  confider  heereafter.  The  originall  and  antiqui- 
tie of  this  focietie,  called  Mariage,  isefpecially  woorthie 
of  memorie,  bicaufe  God  himfelfewas  the  author  there- 
of.For  he  had  no fooner  created  the  firft  man,but  he  pur- 
pofed  to  giue  him  a wife,for  a faithful  companion, a com- 
fortreffe  of  his  lifcjand  a helpc  like  vnto  himfelfe.  Which 
he  performed,as  foone  as  he  thought  vpon  it : forafmuch 
as  with  him  to  will,is  to  be  able,  ancf  to  do  ; as  likewife  to 
be  able  and  to  do,is  to  will . Furthermore,  he  inftituted 
this  diuine  myfterie  for  the  generall  increafe  of  mankind, 
andlawfull  propagation  of  nature,euen  in  the  time  ofin- 
nocencie  before  man  had  finned, fandifieng  it  at  the  fame 
time  with  his  blefting.  Vnto  which  neceftitie  of  mari- 
age,man  had  made  himfelfe  a great  deale  more  fubied 
through  the  curfe  of  finne,  w’hich  hath  giuen  place  in  his 
foule  to  the  concupifcences  of  the  flefh  . Whereby  it  ap- 
peereththatwe  haue  need  of  this  remedy  in  tworefpeds, 
namely  ; in  regard  of  the  end  and  condition  of  our  firft 
nature,as  alfo  by  reafon  of  fin,  which  came  in  afterward, 
exceptin  thofetowhome  God  harii  granted  thefpeciall 
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gfaceandgift  ofcontinencie,  which  is  as  rare  a thing  as 
any  other  whatfoeucr , Notwithftanding  there  hath  al- 
wais  been  a thoufand  contrary  opinions  as  touching  this 
niatter,naniely,whether  mariageis  to  be  defired&  fought 
after,  or  rather  to  be  hated  and  efchewed , neither  part 
wanting  reafons,  oftentimes  more  glorious  in  fliew  than 
forceable  to  conclude  for  the  defence  of  their  faying  . A- 
mong  the  Philofophers,  Pythagoras  the  firft  of  them,  was  *^^5  /arietic  of 
one  of  the  greatell  enimies  of  mariage,  as  may  be  proued  X‘ng  maSge. 
by  that  which  is  written  of  him.  For  being  reqiicfted  to  be 
at  the  mariage  of  a friend  of  his,heexcufed  himfelfe,  fay- 
inguhathe  was  neuerdefirotss  togotofuchafea^.ortohe  at fach  2ofS^iaoe 
afmerall : iudging  that  it  was  all  one  for  a man  to  marrie  ' " * 
a wife,and  to  wed  a cof?in,and  to  put  himfelfinto  a tomb, 
or  to  take  a (lieet  for  the  beginning  of  his  burial.  Many  o- 
ther  Philofophers  were  of  his  opinion,  yea  they  faid,  that 
nature  appointing  a contrary  to  cnery  lining  creature, 
hath  alfo  giuen  to  man(to  whom  all  other  things  are  fub-  2- 

ied)  the  woman  for  his  contrary,  whofe  malice  is  a fworn 
enimie  to  the  reafon  ohnzn. Seemdns  was  of  this  fed,  who  secundusopi- 
being  demanded  what  a wife  was,  the  contrary  (quoth  he)  nion  of  a wife, 
of  ahfijhandMor^onQV  they  faid, that  a womans  nature  was 
fuchjthat  although  flie  had  continued  30.  yeeres  with  hir 
husband,  yet  he  (hould  daily  find  in  hir  new  fan fies,  and 
fundry  forts  of  behauior:  fo  that  nature  feemed  a ftepmo- 
ther  to  men  rather  than  to  beafts,bicaufe  thefe  know  and 
fliun  their  contraries,but  man  is  naturally  led  to  loue  and 
to  feek  after  his  enimie.  His  miferie  therfore  is  very  great 
in  that  fo  weake  flefli  is  able  to  force  a hart  that  is  at  liber- 
tie,caufing  a man  oftentimes  to  procure  to  himfelfe  that 
which  doth  him  hurt,  and  to  make  great  account  of  that 
which  he  conteneth,as  experience  ifeweth  the  fame  in  re- 
gard ofv^omLThales  one  of  the  Sages  of  Gr^ecia, minding  rhaiesiudgc-  ^ 

to  fliew  that  it  was  not  good  for  a man  to  marry,  whe  one 
asked  him  why  he  maried  not  being  in  the  flower  of  his 
-age,faid,thatitwas  not  yet  time.  Afcerward,beinggrow- 
en  to  further  age,  and  demaund'ed  the  fame  queftion,  he 
anfwered,that  the  time  was  paft.  CMaripts  the  Roman  af- 

li  j ked 


.482  , of  Manage. 

" ’ ked^««//w,being  a ma  alfo  of  great  crcdit,why  he  would 

Meteite  would  not  take  his  daughter' to  wife,  feeing  Qie  was  beautifull  in 
notgiucaway  body,ftaied  in  countenance,eloquent  in  ipeech,  noble  by 
himrdltouwife  indowrie.happy  in  goodname,&  adorned  with 

vertues?To  whom  he  xc^Xx^difChathcknevp allthk  tobe  trtte, 
y^r  (quoth  he)  I hadrather  be  mine  emn  thanhirs.  They  that 
folow^  this  opinion  now  touched,  & abhorre  mariage,  al- 
leage  comonly  thefe  or  the  like  reafons:that  although  the 
name  of  husband  be  fweet  and  honorable.yet  whofoeuer 
Keafons  againft  wil  wel  confider  of  ic,flial  find  it  ful  of  great  and  intollera- 
mariage.  burthens : & that  the  time  is  yet  to  come,wherin  ma- 

ny thorns  are  not  found  amidft  the  rofes  of  mariage,  and 
wherein  great  ftore  of haile  falleth  not  togither  with  that 
fweet  raine.  Who  is  able  (fay  they)  patiently  to  abide  the 
charges  of  manage, the  careof  children, thewant  which  is 
fomtimesin  the  houfe,the  imperfections  offeniants,  but 
efpecially  the  infolencie  and  arrogancieof  Wiues,  and 
the  yoke  of  fo  vnperfect  a fexe  ? W hc»  is  able  fully  to  fa- 
tiffie,  either  their  fieOilyluft,  or  their  infatiablepompe? 
Women  com-  Doth  not  the  olde  prouerbe  lay,  that  w'omenand  Ihippes 
paredcoMps.  fo  yvell  rigged , but  that  ftill  there  remaineth 

fomething  to  be  amended  ? Whereupon  I would  con- 
clude willingly,  that  if  a maned  man  neuer  loath  his  e- 
ftate,  yet  he  tireth  himfelfeat  the  lealt . Riches  breede 
care,  pouertie  griefe,  faylingterrifietb,  eating  hindreth, 
walking  wcarieth.  All  thefe  troubles  are  ( we  fee)  difper- 
fed  or  diuided  amongll  many,but  maried  men  haue  them 
altogither.For  if  we  marke  a maried  man,we  lhall  feldom 
fee  him,  but  either  penfiue  or  fadde,  or  wearie,  or  hin- 
dered , and  fometime  amazed  or  afrayd  of  that  which 
may  befall  him,  or  may  peraduenture  be  committed  by 
his  wife.  Concerning  good  aduile  and  choice  for  the  ob- 
taining of  a good  mariage.  If  thou  takeft  a poore  wife. 
How  hard  a fire  will  be  contemned,  and  thy  felfe  leffe  ellcemed  : if 

"’‘"'well.”  thou  takell  hir  rich, (lie  wil  looke  to  commaund  thee,  and 
marry w ^ make  thee  a flaue.So  that  whe  thou  thin- 

keft  to  take  an  equall  companion  to  wife,  thou  flialt  wed 

an  intollerable  miftres,  I know  not  whether  1 (liould  fay, 
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a fhe  deiiil.  If  thou  marieft  afaire  \roman,thou  putteft  thy 
fdfe  in  great  danger,  left  thy  roundhead  become  forked, 
which  would  be  a fcarefull  nietamorphofis  and  alterati- 
on,ifit  were  viftbie  and  apparanc.  Euery  caftle  is  hard  to 
keep,how  wel  foeuer  it  be  watched, when  it  is  aftaulted  by 
many  : and  his  vidory  is  in  adefperate  cafe, who  being  a- 
lone,is  compelled  to  hght  againft  many.  What  lhall  I fay 
more  } Wealth  maketh  a woman  proud,  beautie  fufpe- 
ded,and  hardnes  of  fauor  lothfom.  Is  there  any  thing  (as 
P/faarke  Jrnore  light  than  the  toong  of  an  vnbrideled 
woman more  nipping  than  hiriniuries  ? more  rafli  than 
hir  boldnes?  more  execrable  than  hir  naughtie  difpoliti-. 
on?  more  dangerous  than  hir  fury?  Thcfe  euil  fpeakers  of 
women  further  inrich  their  fayings  with  a thoufand  hifto- 
ries  & examples,  as  teftimonies  of  the  infinite  miferies  & 
inconueniences  which  haue  been  procured  by  them  Firft 
they  alleage  the  deceiuing  of  the  firft  man  by  his  wife, 
wherupon  fin  & death,  and  through  them  all  miferiesen- 
tred  into  the  worldSamfon betraied  by  Ddth,Sdomon  be- 
came brutiih  through  his  concubines,  Achd  rooted  out 
through  lefabel,  Marcm  Antonim  flue  himfelf  forthe  loue 
of  C/d’d?^^fr4,thedeftrudion  of  Troy  bicaufe  Helena,  the 
Pandora  o^Heftodm,  the  pitifull  death  of  Hercules  by  Deia” 
nlra.znd  many  other  miferableeuents  procured  chiefly  by 
wome,&  plentifully  declared  in  hiftories.  Neither  do  they 
forget  the  faying  of  HtppomEim,  That  of  one  mariage  only  two 
good  dayes  are  to  be  hoped  for, namely, the  mariage  day, and  the  day 
of  the  wiues  deth.  They  fay  that  the  wedding  day(according 
to  Alexandre'ides  fpeech)  is  the  beginning  of  many  einls : 
that  in  noeftate  fortune  flieweth  hir  felf  more  inconftant, 
& lefle  faithful  in  performing  hir  promife  thain  mariage, 
as  Polyhtslor{2A\i\\ : bicaufe  there  is  not  one  to  be  found, 
wherin  there  is  not  fome  deceit, or  fome  occafion  of  com- 
plaint giuen  to  the  man . They  fay  as  Philemon  faid.  That  a 
wife  ie  a necefjary  andperpetual  euil  to  hir  husband:  that  (as  Di- 
philus  fayd)  nothing  is  hardlier  found  in  all  the  world  than  a good 
wife.  Wherunto  that  old  prouerbeagreeth,  that  a good 
wife,  a good  mule,  and  agoodgoate,  are  three  naughtie 

li  ij  beafts. 
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beafts.  The anfwer  alfo  made  by  a noble  Romane,  is  not 
forgotten  of  chefe  feuere  Cenforers  of  women,  to  whom 
when  fome  of  his  acquaintance  and  friends  laid,  that  he 
had  great  caufe  to  hold  himfelfhappie  and  contented, bi-  ! 
caiife  he  had  a wife  that  was  faire,rich,and  come  of  noble  ‘ 
parentage, he  (liewed  them  his  Mj  friends joh 

fee  that  myjhoe  is  very  »e)v,  faire  andvtellr/jade,  but  none  of  yoti 
Alphonfusopi^  can  tellir hereabout  it pincheth  /^^-jLikewnfe  the  faying  of  e^/- 
king  of  Arragon  is  alleaged  by  them  that  blame 
mariagc,namely,//:7^?t  if  a md  would  fee  a perfeB  andwel  agree^ 
ing  manage^  the  husband  muH  be  deafe,  and  the  wife  blinds  that 
he  may  not  heare  his  wiues  Irrawltng^  nor  (he  fee  hir  husbands 
faults,  thattruheth  toa  woman(raid  Hefiodus)\s2L%  fafe 
as  he  that  hangerh  by  the  leaues  of  a tree  in  the  ende  of 
Autumne  when  the  leaues  begin  to  fall.  I remember  yet 
three  things  which  I haue  beard  vttered  in  contempt  of 
mariage  : the  faying  ofamery  conceited  i;.an,thedeedof 
another,  and  the  anfwer  of  a good  fellow  that  w^as  in  talk 
Threemcty  of  a certaine  mariage.  They  haue  reafon  (quoth  the  hrd) 
conceits,  ^ youg  mau  is  to  be  maried,  he  muli: 

be  arrefted . For  truly  I thinke  vre  iT.ouId  die  vp  to  heauen, 
ifthisarrell  kept  vs  notbacke.  The  fecond  hearing  this 
preached,  that  whofoeuer  will  befaued,  muft  beare  his 
Grofle,ran  to  his  w'ife  & laid  hir  vpon  his  necke . Thirdly, 
when  one  faid  to  a good  fellow  that  he  (Itould  tary  vntill 
his  fonne  w'ere  wife  before  he  maried  him  . Be  not  decei- 
ued  my  friend(quoth  he  to  him)for  if  he  once  grow  to  be 
wife  he  wilneuer  marry.  Thefe&fuch  like  reafons  are  c6- 
Notabicrca.  rnoiily  alleaged  by  them  that  midike  mariage . But  now 
fonsinthede-  matkc  what  we  fay  to  the  Contrary.  Firftwehaue  tocon- 
fenccofmari-  f^^i-^he  beginning  and  antiquitieof  mariage,  the  place 
where  it  was  inftituted,and  who  w'as  the  Author  thereof, 
and  that  in  the  time  of  innocencie , of  which  things  we 
haue  alreadie  fpoken’.  Moreouer  we  muft  remember, 
chrifthonored  ^^at  the  heauciily  worde  honoured  with  his  prefence, 
aweddingwith  and  fet  foorth  a wedding  feaft  wdth  a miracle  , euen 
anTwitha^’  with  the  firft  which  he  wtought  in  this  wotld  . Can  any 
miracle,  thing  then  be  found  more  holie,than  that  which  the  holy 

I of 
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of  holies,  the  father  and  creator  of  all  things  hath  efta- 
blifliedjhonored  and  confecrated  with  his  prefence  ? But 
what  greater  equitie  can  we  vfe  tha  to  leaue  to  our  fuccef- 
fors  that  which  we  hold  of  our  predecelTorsPBy  wedlocke 
copulation  we  came  into  the  world,  and  by  the  fame  we 
muft  leaue  others  behind  vs,  to  continue  that  propagatio 
which  hath  endured  fro  our  anceftors  vnto  vs . Can  there 
be  any  greater  want  of  confideration  than  to  feeke  to  flie 
from  that,  as  prophane  which  God  hath  taken  for  holy  ? 
as  euill , which  he  hath  reputed  good  ? As  deteftable, 
which  heefteemeth  holy?  Is  there  any  greater  inhumani- 
tie,than  to  reied  the  fountain  of  humanitie  ? Is  there  any 
greater  ingratitude  tha  to  deny  to  thofe  that  are  to  come, 
that  which  we  hold  of  the  that  are  part?  When  God  crea- 
ted woman, not  of  the  (lime  of  the  earth,as  he  did  ma,but  wherforetiie 
of  his  bone,  did  he  not  (hew  thereby  that  he  (Ix)uld  haue  ae^ted  ofL 
nothing  fafter  cleauing,  neerer  ioyning,  or  furer  glued  to  «bofman. 
him  than  his  wife,  efpecially  when  he  added  thefe  words, 
th^iiit  voa^not goodformAntobealone,2i.s  though  he  had  fayd,  Gen.i.io. 
that  his  life  would  be  mirerable,irkfom  & vnpleafant, if  he 
had  Hotgiuen  him  a wife  for  a faithful  companion  ? How 
dare  we  fay,  that  we  know  better  what  is  meet  for  vs,than 
he  that  made  vs,  & knew  all  our  life  before  wx  came  out 
of  the  bowels  of  our  mother  ? then  he  that  honoured  the 
bond  of  matrimonie  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  a man  dial  leaue 
his  father  & mother, and  cleaue  to  his  wife  ? Is  there  any 
thing  more  holy  than  that  honor  which  we  owe  to  them 
that  haue  begotten  vs?  And  yet  the  fidelitie  of  wedlock  is 
preferred  before  fatherly  and  motherly  honour,  that  it  great pre- 

fhoLiIdbekept&preferued  euen  totfie  laft  gafpeof  life. 

Further  we  fee  how  the  fpirit  of  God  fpeaking  by  his  pro- 
phet honoreth  mariage  fo  far,  as  to  vfe  it  for  a fimilitude 
and  reprefentation  of  that  holy  & facred  vnitie,  which  he 
hath  with  his  church.  What  could  any  ma  fay  more  toex- 
toll  the  dignitie  therof?That  which  God  hath  begun, on- 
ly death  endeth : jvhat  God  hath  conioined, death  only  fe- 
parateth  : what  God  hath  made  fure,  man  cannot  fliake : 
what  he  hatheftabliflied,man  cannot  abolifli.Oh  what  & 

li  iij  how 
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how  great  is  the  dignicie,prehemmence,S:  prerogatiue  of 
JftTald  r“«i.  mariage?  Again.do  we  not  fee  how  it  hath  been  continu- 
ej  throughout  all  ages  paft  vntill  this  prefent,  receiued  & 
approued  of  all  nations,both  Hebrews^Greeks,Latins  & 
Barbarians^  fo  that  there  is  no  nation  vnder  the  cope  of 
heauen,  how  barbarous  foeuer  it  be,  & far  from  ciuilitie, 
which  Qieweth  not  great  ioy  & delight  at  wedding  fcafts  > 
Befides,who  Hial  defend  common-welths  without  armor 
and  weapons,and  who  Qial  weare  armour  if  rnen  be  wan- 
ting? If  that  be  not  fupplied  by  generation  which  througli 
death  neceifarilyendeth,  how  can  the  linage  and  race  of 
mankind  endurePThe  lawes  of  the  Romans(who  were  the 
patern  ofvertue  to  all  nations)  with  rigor  puniflied  fuch 
as  would  not  marry,  forbidding  the  all  publike  dignities, 
& depriuing  them  of thofe  which  they’had obtained. And 
The  Romans  inuitc  them  the  rather  to  marry,  they  appointed  priui- 

uwifmaViagc!  Icdgcs  fot  the  that  had  children, fo  that  he  was  moft  bene- 
fited and  preferred  to  publike  honors  that  had  moft  chil- 
dren.Whe  ^Hgptfitu  Cafar^zs  Cenfor,  inquiric  was  made 
by  his  authoritie  of  a Roman  knight  that  had  broken  the 
law  and  would  not  marry, wherupon  he  fhould  haue  been 
puniflied,  but  that  he  prooued  that  he  had  been-  father  of 
Auguaushis  3 .children.The  fame  AuguB^  being  come  to  the  empire^ 
care  to  re  preffe  ^ defirous  to  corred  the  deteftable  vnclennes  of  his  fub- 
JfhUiuSar  ieas.Sc  to  compel  them  to  contraft  matrimony  .leuied  an, 
import  by  way  of  a fine.vpon  their  legacies  & windfals  co- 
ming by  the  death  ofothers  that  did  not  marry  after 
yeeres  of  age, or  that  had  no  children.  Wherby  he  greatly 
chartifed  whoredoms,  adulteries  & fodomitrie  : & furni-. 
(hed  Rome  w-ith  good  citizens  which  then  was  greatly  de- 
fiirute  of  them  by  reafon  of  dull  wattes,  ivhat  tithe  caufi 
(faith  Flpianus  the  law.y  er)t/Mf  womens  dowries  hadfuch^reat 
n^s'ofwomen  friuttedges?  It  was  for  no  Other  reafon, then  bicaufe  of  the 
haucaivyaiihad  ppofic  thatcommcth  to  al  common- wealths  by  mariages. 
He  that  had  3 .childre  amongft  the  Romans  could  not  be 
copelled  to  cary  a nie{fage,or  publike  embaffage ; he  that 
had  5.  was  exempted  fro  perfonal  charge  : & he  that  had 
13  .from  al  charge.And  in  our  time  in  the  common-welth 
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dfFlor^nC€  RafhaelV'dlateranHitt^itx^^^^m  his  Philo-  The  priuflcdgc^ 
logic ) Euery  citizjcn  that  u father  of^.  children  either  males  or  themthat  ^ 
females, is  exempted  feedyC^  difeharged  of  all fnhhke  taxejoaney 
drfrhfidie.  If  nothing  he  more  hlejfedynor  happines  more  to  he  de fi- 
red than  immortalitie,  lin  call  propagation  maketh  vs  immortal 
through  the  continuing  of  kind.  WherupoH  we  may  inferre  by 
wayofconclufion,thac  nogreaterhappmcscan  come  to 
man  & wife  in  this  world,  than  to  leaue  ifliie  as  a teftimo- 
ny  to  pofteri tie, that  once  they  were  in  the  world,  & haue 
left  behind  them  a token  of  their  life.  It  was  enaded  by 

Lycurgm  Im^Sythat  no  citiz^en preferring  the  efiate  ofeontinen- 

cie  before  that  of  manage, fioould be  atpubltkeplayes.'vphich  at  that 

time  was  a note  of  great  ignomtnieJVe  account  not  him  agoodgar- 

diner  that  painfully  drejfeth  thofe  fiuitfull  trees  which  he  hath  in 

his  garden  or  orchard,  if  he  haue  no  care  toplant  and  graft  new,  Acomparifon 

therby  t ofubHitut  e others  in  their  place, which  by  fucceffion  of  time  gar'dhier^tfd  a 

waxe  old  die.  And  how  fijal  we  taks  ^ good  citizjen,  and 

fuch  a one  as  z^ealoufiy  feeketh  the  good  of  the  common-welth,  that 

content ethhimfelfe  with  thofe  citUens  that  are  aliue,  and  negle- 

lleth  the  ingendring  of new  in  good  and  lawfullmatrimonie,  wher- 

by  tofupply  the  want  offuch  as  daily  decay  ? Further,if  I flioiild 

go  about  to  reherfe  here  the  happines,pleafure&  con  ten- 

tatio  which  ma  & wife  lining  holily  togither,  & according 

to  the  duty  of  their  vocation,  do  mutually  receiue  one  of 

anather,who  doubteth  that  a whole  day  would  not  fuffice 

me?  What  greater  folace  in  the  whole  world  can  be  found 

than  for  a man  to  Hue  with  hir  vnto  whom  he  is  coupled, 

not  by  good  wil only, but  alfo  by  a matuall  comunication  piSanr 

ol-  bodies  > If  we  take  great  delight  to  conferre  with  our  contemation 

friends  &'  familiar  acquaintance  about  our  iecret  affaires, 

fliall  we  not  receiue  greater  ioy  without  coparifon  to  dit 

•clofe  our  thoughts  to  hir ^nto  whom  we  fpeake  as  fafely 

as  to  our  felues,  who  is  alfo  partaker  as  wel  of  our  aduer- 

lity  as  profperity,  and  accountethour  weale  or  woe  to  be 

hir  owne?  We  are  ioined  to  our  friends  by  good  will  and 

liking  onely,  but  to  our  wife  we  are  conioined  and  linked 

-by  foueraignecharitie,  by  bodily  commixtion,  by  facred 

confederacy,  & by  an  infeparable  felowihip  & fociety  in  al 
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weathers.If  the  man  abound  in  teporal  goods, the  vinTe  wil 
keep  them  faithfully  for  him,andencreafe  them  by  hir  in- 
duftrie  and  labor  If  he  be  poore  & perfecuted  by  fortune, 
i(]:ie  will  comfort  him.  If  through  feare/icknes,  or  any  o: 
ther  mifliap  he  be  conftrained  to  ibut  yp  himfelfe  in  his 
houfe,his  wife  wi\\  take  away  that  irkefomnes  from  him, 
which  otherwife  would  feaze  vpon  him  being  folitarie.  If 
he  go  abroadjhe  is  glad  that  he  hath  left  that  partie  in  his 
houfe  which  he  moft  trulleth.In  youth  (he  is  a fweete  and 
amiable  companion, & in  old  age  a very  conuenient  com- 
forter and  folace.Moreouer,by  mariage  a man  encreafeth 
his  friends,allies,kinsfolks  & neighbours,  which  is  a very 
great  benefit  and  inuincible  ftrength.  Brethren  & fillers, 
nephews  & nieces  are  doubled. Peace  is  many  times  pro- 
cured between  monarchs  & princes  by  mariages,and  infi- 
nitquarels  & difientions  appealed. But  what  vnfpeakable 
pleafure  doth  euery  father  take  to  fee  his  liuely  pidure 
ingrauen  in  the  face  of  his  children,  and  that  fo  neere  the 
quick,as  neither  LyffpPis, Mentor, PoljcletPis.PhtdiaiyPraxite^ 
les,Z€Hxis,Jpelles,\\ot  Parrhafins  had  euer  the  skil  to  graue 
or  paint  fo  wel.>  Againe,what  ioy  receiueth  he  by  hoping, 
that  when  his  children  (hall  waxe  great,  they  will  be  the 
fiafFeofhisage,theftay  ofhisweakenes,  the  pillar  of  his 
houfe, and  thatouerliuing  him  according  to  the  courfe  of 
nature, they  ihall  clofe  vp  his  eies,  and  caufe  fuch  funerals 
& ceremonies  to  be  done  for  him  as  are  reqiiifite  in  that 
cafe?  For  the  conclufion  therefore  of  this  prefent  matter 
• we  fay,that  no  man  can  iufily  blame  mariage,  vnto  which 
all  lawes  both  diuinc  and  humane  exhort  vs,  nature  pro- 
uoketh  vSjhoncfiie  draweth  vs,  infinite  commodities  in- 
uite  vs,  all  nations  fnew  vs  the  way  thither,  and  laftly,  ne- 
ccflTitie  of  continuing  oar  kind  confiraineth  vs.And  brief- 
ly to  anfwere  the  grounds  alleaged  to  the  contrary,  they 
may  be  ouerthrowen  by  one  oncly  didindion,  which  is, 
that  moft  of  them  that  difpraifed  mariage  were  heathens, 
and  blinded  in  their  vainwifedomjOr  tofpeakc  better,in 
their  folly,  wanting  then  that  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
; which  God  of  his  grace  hath  fince  reuealed  vnto  vs. 

And 
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And  no  niaruell  if  they  erred  in  d.Tpraifing  Manage,  fee* 
ing  they  could  neiierattaineto  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
and  foueraigne  good  of  man,as  we  haue  handled  already. 

But  yet  it  can  neuer  beYqund  that  Socrates.Ptato,  and  fuch  ^he  beftphiio 
as  were  molf  excellent  amog  the  Philofophers,blamed  it;  anJvTa'mld^ 
but  rather  honoured  & commended  it,  the  moll  of  them 
alfo  being  maried,as  ^Socr ate s, Plato,  Ariftotle,  Sene- 

ca,PhitaY^,mdi  others . As  for  their  ftrongell  reafon  that  * 
niiflike  mariage  , namely,  the  deceiuing  of  men  by  wo- 
men, the  fault  ought  to  be  imputed  rather  to  the  men, 
than  to  the  women,  bicaufe  men,  according  to  the  perfe- 
dion  of  their  fexe,  ought  to  be  wiferthan  women  , who 
are  by  nature  more  changeable  by  will,and  morefraile  in 
counfell,  although  all  are  not  fo  . So  that  if  there  be  any 
imperfedion,it  ought  not  to  be  obieded  to  them  by  way 
of  reproch,but  rather  to  nature  than  to  them . And  they 
that  vpbraid  them  therewith , ihew  that  they  wander  out 
of  the  path  of  rearon,are  deftitute  of  all  good  fence , and 
are  vnworthie  that  women  Ihould  haue  conceiued  them*, 
brought  them  into  the  world, giuen  them  rucke,and  nou- 
riihed  them. 


Of  a houfe  and  f ami  lie,  and  of  the  kinds  (?f mariage : of 
certaine  ancient  cuHomes  obfemed  in  mari^ 
age,  Chaf.^6, 


A c H i-XN  the  beginning  of  my  prefent  fpeech  of  mari- 
T OB.  I age,T  noted  this  , that  the  communion  of  the 
-■-husband  and  wife  extendeth  it  felfe  vnto  all 
the  parts  that  depend  of  their  houfe.  Therefore  I fuppofe 
(^my  Companions)  that  for  the  fequele  and  vnderftan- 
dingof  that  matter  which  we  haue  propounded  to  our 
felues  to  intreate  of, I meane  Oeconomie  or  gouernment 
of  a famiiie,  we  muftfeeke  after  a more  ample  and  large  ^ 
declaration  of  a houfe , which  confiheth  not  in  many 
Bones  , and  long  peecesof  timber  ioined  togither  with  Ahoureconi?. 
great  cunning, but  in  Bones  that  haue  life,  and  are  parta^  ftcthiniiuing 

kers"""”- 
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kers  of  reafon,  tending  to  the  benefite  and  profite  of  the 
houfCjas  to  their  end.  Alfo  if  you  thinke  it  good,  and  our 
ho\vregiue  vsleafiire,  weniay  enter  into  the  confiderati- 
on  of  the  fundry  forts  of  mariages,  and  of  certaine  anci- 
ent cuftomes  obferued  therein , which  I touched  not  in 
my  difcourle^bicaufc  I would  not  be  ouer-long, 

A s E R.  Firft,  k is  neceflarye  ffaith  Arifloth ) to  ioine 
thofe  togither , which  can  not  be  the  one  withoutthe  o- 
ther,as  the  male  andfemale  for  generation.  Next,he  that 
is  able  to  execute  the  commandements  of  his  maifter  by 
the  ftrength  ofhisbodie,is  a rubied:andflaue  by  nature. 
And  of  thefe  two  affemblies  a houfe  or  familieisfirftin- 
flituted. 

A M A N A.  A familieor  houfeis  an  aflemblyc framed 
by  nature,  to  communicate  daily  togither : and  they  are 
called  of  the  Grecians  o/MTiTTvacSuch  as  line  of  tlie  fame  pro- 
uifion,or  '<>ju^yji7n>is,  fuch  as  vfe.  the  fame  Chimney  . But  we 
lhall  vnderftad  of  thee  Aram  the  whole  difeourfe  of  that 
which  is  heere  propounded  vnto  vs. 

Aram.  When  Iconfiderof  thecxcellencie  & great- 
nes  of  Plato  his  skil,who  was  greatly  admired  of  the  Gre- 
cians,as  he  that  forvertue  &honefty  oflife/or  eloquence 
offpeech,  &perfwa(ion  by  true  and  learned  Philofophie, 
went  far  beyond  all  other  Philofophers,  1 cannot  fuffici- 
ently  wonder^how,amidft  fo  many  good  lawes  & profita- 
ble ftatuts  for  a common-wealth,which  wc  haue  receiued 
from  him,he  imagined  to  cftablilh  therein  the  communi- 
tie  of  goods, wines, & children, amongft  his  Citizens,not 
fuffring  them  to  haue  any  thing  proper  & peculiar:  to  the 
end  (as  he  faid)  to  banilh  fromhi^  cicic  thefe  two  words. 
Thine  pit,  A//ne, which  in  his  opinion  were  the.caufe  of  all  e- 
uils  ^defolationsthat  befall  Common-wealths.TheNi- 
cbolaites  reuiued  the  fame  error  in  the  primiriue  Church, 
& many  others  haue  labored  by  friuolous  rtafbns  to  de- 
fend & maintaineit,  chiefly  to  rooteout  (as  they  fay)  vt- 
terly  fro  within  the  foule,tbore  humane  affedions,  which 
commoly  cary  men  rather  towards  their  wines,  children, 
goods, than  to  other  things . Which  affedions  fo  long 

as 
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as  they  bearc  fway  amongft  the  Citizens , caufe  them  of- 
tendines  to  turnc  afide  from  their  duty  tou^ards  the  com- 
mon-wealth,  whereby  it  is  made  weaker,  & oflefTe  conti- 
nuance.Now  among  many  grounds  confuting  this  error, 
(which  being  receiued,  would  hi  all  with  diforder  & con- 
fufion,to  theoiierthrow  of  humane  focietie)  this  is  moil 
certain  &cannotbeiinpugncd,thatforafmuch  as  the  law- 
ful didribiitio  of  goods,&  maner  of  mariages,arc  the  or- 
dinance of  Cod  (as  it  is  manifeil J & feeing  the  ordinance 
of  God  may  not  be  altered  by  any  counfell  of  man,  it  fol- 
loweth,  that  afwell  the  diuifion  of  goods,  as  of  wiues  and 
children, are  immutable, and  confequently,that  the  com- 
munitie  of  goods, wiues  , & children, is  a thing  flatly  gain- 
faying  the  inftitution  of  God,&  therfore  to  be  reproued. 
Moreouer,  if  goods  were  common, an  infinite  multitude 
of  do-litles,of  idle  & negligent  perfons,  borne  (as  Horace 
faith)  onely  to  deuoure  & t;o  confume  the  benefits  of  the 
earth, being  vnwihing  to  labor, & refembling  wafpes  that 
eate  the  honie  of  the  Bees,would  feede  and  cloath  rhem- 
felues  with  their  goods,  whoget  their  lining  with  great 
fwcate  of  their  bodies,&  vexation  of  their  minds.  Which 
xsagainft  theexpreflecommandementof  God,  who  will 
haue  vs  eate  our  bi'ead  in  the  fweat  of  our  face.  But  what 
greater  fliame  & offece,vtterIy  defacing  all  honefly  of  life,, 
can  there  be  amongft  men, than  the  community  of  wiues,. 
whereby  all  fornications  & adulteries  would  be  maintai- 
ned by  authority  .>This  (heweth  pIainJy,that  we  are  not  to 
loofetime  in  confuting  fuch  an  opinion  of  theirs,  who- 
feeke  to  take  away  from  amongft  men  all  marks  of  a C6- 
mon-wealth.For  there  would  not  beany  publike  thing, if 
nothing  were  priuate,nor  c6mon,if  nothing  were  peculi- 
ar.Yea  Plato  afterward  did  wifely  leauc  that  opinio, & qui- 
etly renounced  his  firft  C6mon-wealth,to  giue  place  to  a 
fecond.  And  the  Heralds  of  Gods  wordcondened  this  er- 
ror,when  it  was  raifed  vp  in  the  Apoftles  time  by  an  arch- 
heretik  called  Nicholas  of  Amoch, ^ho  maintained  this  o- 
pinio, that  goods, wiues,&  childre,  ought  to  be  comon  a- 
mog  chriftians,&  for  example  to  others,c6municated  his 

wife 
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wife  to  wHofoeuer  would , albeit  (he  wasyoong  and  very 
beautifull.Thus  following  the  order  eftablidied  of  God, 
and  continued  alwaies  through  fo  many  ages,  vntill  our 
time,  and  hauing  feene  the  firll  inftitution  of  manage, we 
muft  alfo  containe  it  within  the  houfe,  which  is  a focictie 
and  communion  of  life  betweene  the  husband  and  the 
wife, the  maifterandtheferuant,for  daily  profit.  Hefiodt^s 
putteth  the  Oxe  in  fteede  of  the  feruant , fo  farre  foorth 
(faith  Ariftotle)  as  the  Oxe  being  fit  to  labour, is  to  poore 
men  in  the  place  of  a flaue.  This  houfe  thus  defcribed  is 
fimple,but  when  children  are  contained  therein,  it  is  ab- 
folute  and  compleate  . Therefore  a houfe  that  is  pcrfeft 
and  accomplilhed,  may  be  diuided,  according  to  the  fay- 
ing of  PhilofopherSjinto  thefe  foure  parts  :into  Matrimo- 
niall,Parentall,  Lordly  or  MaifterliejandPofielToriepart. 
The  Matrimonial  1 part  comprehedeth  the  husband  & the 
wife:  the  Parentallcontaineth  the  father,  mother, & chil- 
.dren:  the  Lordlie  hath  vnder  it  the  maifter,mcn-feruants, 
and  maid-feruants ; the  Poffefibrie  part  includeth  within 
it  mooueables,immooueables,andchattels.  Now  to  fol- 
low our  matter  already  begun, and  to  difcourfe  ofthings 
in  order,we  haue  heere  to  handle  and  to  obferue  diligent- 
ly this  firft  part  of  a houfe  , called  theconiugall  or  wed- 
locke  part,  and  the  fequele  of  our  difcourfes  Ifiall  inftrtid 
vs  in  the  other  parts. He  that  hath  tafted  of  learning,  and 
beene  well  inftrudedin  the  ftudicof  wifedome,  llull  find 
ioureWndsof  fhcrc  ate  foure  kinds  of  coniundions  and  mariages, 
manage.  namely , the  mariage  of  honour,  the  manage  of  loue,  the 

manage  of  labour,  and  the  mariage  of  griefe.  The  mari- 

honoTfsouhrw  of  honour is  diuided  into  thehigheil,  middlemoft, 
mnonso  r j ^ The higheft is  that  fupematurall  iTia- 

riage,whereby  God  and  mans  nature  meete  togither , e- 
uen  by  amyfterie  , which ouerpaifeth  the  vnderftanding 
.of all  humane  capacitie.Wefaw  the  effed  and  truth  ther- 
ofinthe  incarnation  and  natiuiticof  the  erernall  fonne 
of  God.  The  middlemoft  mariageof  honouris,  when 
God  and  the  foule  mecte,  and  arc  ioined  togither  by 
grace  andglorie.The  lowcft  degree  of  the  mariage  of  ho- 
nour 
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ndiir, is  when  God  and  the  Churcbare  coupled  togither, 
and  are  made  one  myfticallbodie.  Thefe  three  fortes  of 
manages  are  fupernaturall , and  appointed  of  God  after 
an  vnfpeakeable  manner : but  the  caufe  of  our  aifemblie 
requireth  notthatwe  fliould  fpeake  anymore  of  them. 

Now  to  come  to  the  other  kinds  of  conitinaions,  which 
refpeftonely  theeftateof  mankind  ; the  mariage  of loue,  mariaa^ 

is  that  v^hich  is  betw  eene  an  honea  man  and  a vcrtuoiis 
woman,  linked  togither  by  Godforthe  prefetLiation  of 
the  linage  of  m,an  . It  may  be  called  a charitable  coniun- 
dion,  vnitie,  and  focietie  of  them  that  are  good , being 
made  by  grace^pcace,  & concord.  Of  this  mariage  fj')ake 
that  wife  lewe,  faying  : that  three  things  among  others, 
u ere  approouea  of  God  and  men , the  concord  of  (brethren,  Ecclus.2^.r. 
the  loue  of  our  neighbour, and  the  husband  and  wife  that  aaree  well 
togither, hnd  to  fay  truth, it  is  one  of  the  greateff  b^enefits, 
yea  one  of  the  rareff  felicities  in  the  world , when  a mari- 
age is  well  and  duly  kept, when  both  the  husband  & wife 
feare  God,  and  keepe  their  promife  one  to  another  : ac- 
cording to  that  faying  of  the  wife  man:  ^lefedistheman^<^c^^s.i(.u 
that  hath  a vertuous  wife : the  wife  alfo  being  no  lefTe  happy 

that  hath  agood  husband  . The  other  kind  of  mariage  Themariageof 

namely  of  labour, is  that  which  is  commonly  pradifed  in 

oar  daies,  wherein  many,  yea  almoft  all , marie  for  coue- 

toiirnes,not  for  the  vertiie,chaftity,or  good  report,which 

they  heare  of  women  and  maidens  . ^PLautPu  thecomicail 

Poet  raid,that  in  mariage  a man  muft  take  his  wife  by  the  churc\Tswife 

eares,and  not  by  the  fingers  : that  is  to  fay , for  hir  ^^ood 

report,not  for  hir  dowrie,  which  is  told  with  hands  Zy- 

curgm  being  defirous  that  his  Citizens  fliould  put  the 

fame  in  pradire,eftabliflied  a law,  which  forbad  all  giuing  Lycurgus  for- 

of  dowries  with  maidens  in  mariage, to  the  end  that  euery 

maide  fliould  labour  to  endow  hir  felfe  with  vertue : for 

loue  wherof.and  not  of  riches,  they  fliould  be  demanded 

in  manage . The  fame  reafon  mooued  Themfiocles,when  ThemiflocUt, 

two^men  required  hisdaughter  in  mariage,  ropreferre  ' 

the  honeftman  before  the  wealthie  : faying,thathehad 

rather  hauea  man  to  hisfonne  inlawe  without  goods, 

than 
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than  goods  without  a man  . We  read  that  O/jmpioi  the 
mother  of  Alexander,  hearing  of  one  that  had  maried  a 
very  faire  woman  5 butfcaree  chaft,  being  rauiihed  with 
hir  loue/aid,  that  he  was  a braineles  man , otherwife  he 
would  not  haue  maried  by  heare-ray,nor  by  the  luft  of  his 
eiesAVe  may  fay  armuch  of  them  that  marie  by  the  report 
of  their  fingers,  counting  vpon  them  howernuch  their 
wiues  bring  to  them  by  mariage , not  confidering  before 
whether  they  bee  fo  qualified , that  they  may  liue  with 
them. But  let  vs  know,  that  euery  mariage  made  through 
couctoufnes , efpecially  where  thereis  inequalitie  of  ri- 
ches,as  namely , when  the  husband  is  poore,  and  the  wile 
rich, will  be  alwaies  riotous,  and  very  hardly  will  there  be 
any  peace  betweene  them.  Which  thing  tj^fenander  di^hr 
rousto  teach  vs,  faid,  that  when  a poore  man  marietha 
rich  wife , he  giueth  himfelfe  in  mariage  to  the  woman 
which  he  weddetb,and  not  the  woman  to  him  4 And  the 
Satyricall  Poet  faith  , that  nothing  is  more  intollerable 
than  a rich  wife . This  caufed  a yoong  man  to  go  to  Phta^ 
c/^,oneofthe  Sages  of  Grccia,  andtoaske  his  counfell, 
faying  : I haue  two  wiues  offered  me , the  one  is  equall  to 
me  in  goods  and  parentage.the  other  goeth  farre  be3^ond 
me, which  of  them  lhal  I take?  Markc  (faid  this  wife  man^ 
where  children  are  readie  to  play  at  i'ence,go  to  them, and 
they  will  counfell  thee  . He  did  fo,  and  as  he  drew  neere, 
they  began  to  fet  themfelues  one  againli  another  to  skir- 
miOi.And  when  they  faw  this  yoong  man  comming,  who 
exceeded  them  in  ftrength  and  bigncs,and  fuppofed  that 
he  would  make  one  amongft  them,  they  faid  aloud, let  e- 
ueryonegoto  his  match.  Whereby  he  learned  what  he 
’ was  to  doe  concerning  his  mariage  . Mania,  a noble  wi- 
dow, being  demanded  why  ilie  maried  not  againe,  feeing 
(lie  was  rich,  and  as  yet  in  the  ftoure  of  hir  youth,  made 
this  anfwer . find  none  ffaid  ihe ) that  louetb  not  noy  goods 

more  than  my  perfion.Thc  fame  rcafon  moued  F' mda  Q^enc 
ofRufcia  to  throw  hir  felfe  into  the  water,  thereby  to  rc- 
uenge  hir  felfe  of  them  that  made  warre  with  hir,  to  haue 
hir  in  mariage , feeing  they  could  not  win  hir  by  gentlc- 

ncs. 
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ues.  For  (lie  knew  well^  that  they  defired  hirfor  hir  king- 

dome^and  not  of  any  good  wil  they  bare  vnto  hir : as  it  is 

the  cuftoine  of  Princes  to  reiped  onely  their  alliance  and 

profite,  marying often-times  by  fu blfitivtes  and  pro^xies  Againfimanagc 

thofe  vvhome  they  neuer  faw  but  by  pidure  . But  I finde  a' 

that  Eliz^abeih  that  wife  Qjjeene  of  England,  was  of  a bet-  tiizabethq^f 

teriLidgement,when  the  wrote  to  Henrie  Prince,and  hnce 

king  of  Sweathland,  who  demanded  hir  in  mariage,  that 

he  was  the  onelte  Prince  in  the  world,  whome  JJje  onght  to  lone 

moH , bwmfe  he  required  hir  when  [hewa>s  a pr i finer : but  [he 

was  rejoined  neuer  to  mane  any  man  before  pje  had  fieene  him, 

Ihe  like  anfwere  flie  Pent  to  the  Archduke  of  Auffria, 
which  w'^asin  part  the  caufewhy  neither  of  them  would 
come  vnto  hir,  fearing  belike , that  if  they  were  not  well 
liked,  tney  OioLiId  befenu  backe  againe  into  their  coiui- 
tiie , Of  this  that  hath  beene  hitherto  difeourfed,  togi- 
ther^  with  the  experience  which  is  daily  feene,  we  may  in- 
rer,that  manages  made  through  couetournes,  are  in  deed 
manages  of  labor.  And  of  this  number  may  thofe  be  rec-  ofmariages 
koned,  wherein  bodilie  beautie , and  other  outward  gra- 
ces, are  only  regarded.Forit  feldome  falieth  out, but  that 
the  fpinte  of diflention  troubleth  all  in  thofe  houfes,and 
that  all  loueand  liking  vanilBeth  togither  with  age,which 
caufeth  the  liuely  hue  of  colour  to  wither  away.  ^Likewife 
amongff  thefe  manages  of  labour,  w'e  place  thofe  where- 
in there  is  difparitie  of  *igc,  & efpecially  of  maners.Ther-  ofthedirparinc 
fore  Dionyftmi\iQ  elder  faid  to  his  mother,who  being  very 
old, would  needes  marie  ayoong  man , that  it  was  in  her  maried couples, 
power  to  violate  the  lawes  of  Syracufa , but  not  the  la  we 
of  nature  . ^ntiotle  fayth , that  men  and  women  ou^ht 
to  marie  togither  in  fuch  an  age  , that  both  of  them 
fiiouldleaueof  to  beget  and  to  conceiue  children  at  the 
fame  tyme . According  to  this  rule  the  husband  muft  be  a h 
twentie  yeeres , or  there  abouts,  elder  than  his  wife ; bi-  n^cnand  wot 
caufe  naturally  viromen  conceiue  and  beare  children  vntil 
fiftieyeeres,and  men  may  beget  children  vntil  70.  Lycur- 
gtts  alfo  forbad  that  any  man  ihould  marie  before  he  were 
3 j.yeeres  old,&3  woman  before  1 7.  Whereof  this  reafon 

may 
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may  rather  be  rendred^  that  the  wife  may  more  cafily  ac- 
quaint hir  felf  wdth  hir  husbands  manners,  he  being  then 
of  ripe  iudgement,and  ihe  comming  into  his  powxr  from 
hir  tender  yeeres.Forf as  theFame  ^riUotle  faith)  diuer- 
fitie  of  manners  and  callings  hindereth  friendfldp  and 
trueloue  . But  bicaufe  of  the  (hortnes  of  mans  daies , I 
thinkeit  wxrc  good  for  him  to  marie  attliirtie  yeeresof 
age, taking  a wdfe  of  tu^entie  yeeres  old , to  the  ende  that 
hu:  age  may  not  be  too  much  vnlikehis  : that  fo  liuing 
according  to  the  common  courfe  of  nature,  they  may 
leaue  their  children  prouided  at  the  fame  yeeres, and  fuch 
as  might  be  well  able  to  liue  without  them.  A maiden  al- 
fo  of  that  age  is  able  toiudgea  great  deale  better  what  is 
meete  for  hir , and  what  dutie  ihe  oweth  to  hir  husband, 
andof  his  commandements,  than  if  ihe  were  yoonger. 
Now,feeing  we  are  about  this  matter,  I thinke  1 iliall  not 
digreife  from  the  fame,  if  I fpeake  of  the  mariage  of  wi- 
dowes.  It  is  certaine  that  thofe  women  that  haue  already 
learned  the  difpofition  of  their  former  husbands,  are  of- 
ten-times  very  hardly  altered.  Whereupon  fome  alleadge 
the  example  of  Timothemx^^  bell:  plaicr  on  the  flute  of  his 
time,  who,  when  he  tooke  a fehoUer , vfed  to  demand  of 
him  whether  he  had  made  any  entrance  in  that  plaie: 
Which  if  he  had,he  tooke  a greater  reward  by  halfe  than 
he  did  of  them  that  knew  nothing:  faying, that  his  paines 
were  greater  in  taking  aw^ay  from  his  fchollcrs  that  w^hich 
was  naught  and  vnskilfull , than  in  teaching  that  which 
was  good  to  fuchas  vnderftood  nothing  at  all  thereof. 

■ • Chiion  one  of  the  wife  men  of  Grecia,faid,thathe  accoun- 
tonsopinion  ^ ^ w'lio  hailing  failed  himfelfe  from  a 

perilous  fliipwracke  by  painful  fwimming,w' ould  returne 
to  fea  againe,as  though  a tempefl:  had  not  power  oner  all 
barks.  Platoes  Androgym  tcacheth  , that  fecond  manages 
can  neuer  be  fitly  made  , Concerning  this  matter,we  can 
haue  no  better  counfell  than  that  of  wdicther  I 

referrethefoJution  of  this  matter . But  experience  daily 
teacheth  vs  what  infinite  miferics,quarrels,  fuites,  and  o- 
uerthtow  of  houfes, proceed  from  fuch  mariagcs,through 
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the  donations  and  profits  v/hich  thofe  yoong  men  craue 
that  marie  widowes , who  forgetting  all  natiirall  diitie, 
doubt  not  to  inrich  ftrangers  with  the  goods  of  their 
owne children.  Valeria  oi  Rome  may  ferue  for  a notable  Valeria, 
exampletowomen,  who faid,  that  hit  husband  diedfor 
others,  but  liued  to  hir  for  euer . S . Hierome  rehearfeth  a ^ 

hiftorie  quite contrarie  to  this  heere  fpokenof,  auou- 
ching  that  he  faw  at  Rome  a woman  that  had  beene  ma-  ofa  woman 
tied  to  2 2.  husbands,  who  afterward  marying  one  that  mari^dto^rr^ 
had  had  20.  wiues, died  in  his  life  time  . Whereupon  the  husbands. 
Romanes  crowned  him  with  Law'rell,  in  token  of  vido- 
rie , and  caufed  him  to  carie  a branch  of  Palme  in  his 
hand  at  his  wiues  funerall . Hemaketh  mention  alfo  of 
another  widowe,  whoof  almes  brought  vp  a little  child  The  notorious 
and  abufed  it  at  the  age  of  ten  yeeres , by  whome  fhe  be- 
eame  great  with  child , contrarie  to  the  order  of  nature, 

God  {o  permitting  it,  to  difeouer  the  vile  filthines  of 
that  woman . Second  mariages  were  a great  deale  more 
honourable  for  fuch  widowes  . The  fourth  kinde  of  ma- 
riage  remaineth  yet,  which  wee  called  the  manage  of  ofthe  maiiage 
griefe , which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  affemblie  and  con- 
iundion  of  the  wicked  and  reprobate , of  whome  that 
common  prouerbe  isfpoken,  better  one  houfebe 

troubled  with  them  than  twayne , Their  life  can  not  but  be 
full  of  wretchednes  and  miferie , the  griefe  whereof  will 
abide  by  them  for  euer  . But  to  returne  to  our  firft  fpeech 
of  themariageof  loue,  which  is  holieand  lawfull,  gui- 
ded by  good  reafon , and  according  to  the  ordinance  of 
God  ,mortallmen  beholding  the  holiuesand  necelTitie 
of  this  myfterie,  haue  inriched  and  fet  foorth  the  fame 
with  all  kind  of  ioyand  delight,  with  the  affemblie  of 
kinsfolkes,  and  calling  togither  of  friendesand  guefts,  commendable 
with  bankets,  feaftes,  ornaments,  iewels.  Tragedies, 

Comedies  , and  fuch  like  paftimes , vttering  ioy,  and  not 

to  be  mifliked  : fo  that  all  diffolutenes  and  ouer-great 

luperfluitiebefetafide,  and honelHcand  comelinesob- 

ferued  . But  efpecially  the  wedding  fongs , vfed  by  the  wedding  fongs 

Ancients  both  Greekes  and  Latines , and  made  to  beau- 

Kk  j tifie  ^ 
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tifie  and  enrich  their  w^eddings , are  woorthie  of  etcrnall 
praife  . Moreouer,  they  had  amongft  them  inhnitcand 
fundriecuftomes  kept  at  the  knitting  vp  and  celebration 
oFmariages,  fome  being  good,  others  bad,  ot  which 
we  w'ill  heere  alleadge  certaine  bicaufe  we  may  hnde  in- 
ftrudion  in  them  . The  Aflyrians  had  certaine  Magiftrats 
called  Trmnmirs , and  Prefidents  of  w'eddings , approo- 
ued  and  graiie  men , whofc  office  was  once  a yeere  in  e- 
uerieTowne  and  Village  to  bring  alltheyoong  maidens 
that  were  to  be  maried,  into  one  publike  place,  and  to 
caufethemto  be  proclaimed  one  after  another,  begin- 
ning with  the  fairefl:,  who  were  giuen  to  them  that  ofle- 
redmoft,  and  bad  laft  . With  thismonie  that  came  by 
them, they  maried  thofe  that  were  hard-fauoured , as 
good  cheape  as  they  could  : and  otherwife  than  after  this 
fort,  it  was  not  lawfullfor  any  bodie  to  contradl  matri- 
monie  • Wherein  they  (I’iCwed  a maruellous  care  in  pro- 
uiding  equally  for  all  their  daughters . The  ancient  Gre- 
cians had  a cuflome  to  buene  before  the  dore  of  the  new 
maried  wife , the  Axletree  of  that  chariot  wherein  (lie 
was  brought  to  hir  husbands  houfe  : giuing  hir  to  vn- 
derftand  thereby,  that  (he  was  to  dwell  there  with  him^ 
whether  (lie  were  willing  or  no,  and  neuer  to  depart  from 
thence . hjcargns  would  not  haue  the  husband  and  wife- 
to  lye  togither  in  the  beginning  of  their  mariage,  nor 
to  fee  one  another,  but  by  ftealth  and  fecretly  ; to  the 
endc  (fayde  he ) that  amide  and  loue  might  be  the  better 
preferued  betweenethem , that  they  might  be  healthie, 
and  that  their  children  which  Qioulde  come  of  them, 
might  be  Ifronger . The  Romanes  pafled  all  other  nati- 
ons in  pompe , ceremonies , and  comlines  of  mariage* 
They  obferuedthis  inuiolably , that  their  maidens  and 
widowes  fliould  not  beconftrained  to  marrie  . On  the 
wedding  daie  they  vfed  that  fadiion , which  at  this  daie  is 
verie  common  . The  newe  maried  wife  was  richly  appa- 
relled , with  hir  haire  hanging  about  hir  fl^oulders , and 
hir  head  crowned  with  a garland  of  flowers  . The  mother 
of  the  Bride  went  before  hir  daughter,  bearing  a cofer  of 

trinkets^ 
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trinkets,  iew^’els,  rings,  and  other  little  ornaments  be- 
longing to  w^omen  . The  maidens  that  came  of  wealthie 
houfeSjhad  a chariot  prepared  for  them,drawne  with  two 
white  horfes , to  declare  the  puritie  of  bodie , and  inno- 
cencie  of  mind,  which  the  yoong  woman  ought  to  haue. 
Thenewemaried  wife  was  led  fromhir  fathers  houfeto 
hirhusbandshoure,alongftthe  broadeft  ftreetes  in  the 
citie , to  note  thereby,  that  a wife  ought  alwaies  topaffe 
by  the  greateft  way , and  not  be  found  at  any  time  in  fuf- 
peded  and  fecret  places,  whereupon  feme  fufpition  of  e- 
uillmayarife  . When  (lie  was  come  to  the  entric  of  hir 
husbandshoufe,  before  (he  went  ouerthe  threaOioldof 
the  dore , he  tooke  hir  with  both  his  armes  by  the  wings, 
and  lift  hir  aloft  infuchfort,  that  he  ftroke  hir  head  and 
the  dorepofl:  togither , andfo  fethir  within  the  dore  be- 
fore euer  hirfeete  touched  the  ground  . This  was  done, 
that  the  maried  wife  fhould  remember  through  the  griefe 
of  the  blow , not  to  go  often  foorth  out  of  hir  husbands 
hoiife,if  (lie  would  haue  the  report  and  name  of  an  honefl 
woman.Hir  garments,  behauiour,  gefture  and  gate,were 
correfpondent  to  all  modeftie,  honeftie,  & fiiamefaftnes. 

She  ware  a iewell  hanging  by  aribenabout  hirnecke,  to 
lignifie,  that  (he  was  bound,  and  put  in  fubiedionto  hir 
husband. She  prefented  alfo  to  hir  husband  water  in  one 
hand,and  (ire  in  the  other . Which  fome  interprete  thus,  prefent  fire  and 
that  as  the  communication  of  mans  life  con  (ifteth  chief- 
ly  in  the  vfe  of  thefe  two  elements, of  (ire  & water,fo  there 
cannot  be  any  fellowfliip  more  familiar  orneerer  linked 
togither,than  that  of  the  husband  and  the  wife.  Now,bi- 
caufe  fire  and  water  (ignifie  communication,  others  haue 
thus  vnderftood  it , that  as  fire  and  water  are  cleane  con- 
traries afwell  in  the  firft  as  in  the fecond  qualities, fo  are 
man  and  wifcithe  one  being  hot  and  dry,of  the  nature  of 
(ire,  andtheothercoldandmoift,  of  the  nature  of  water: 
which  contrarieties  being  ioined  togither,makc  a harmo- 
nic & temperature  of  lone.  Againe,fome  would  haue  the 
di(rentions,murmurings,  & complaints,  that  are  often  in 
mariages  fignified  therby:wherin  laughter  is  not  without 
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weepingjtior  reft  without  labor,  nor  fwcete  without  fow- 
er,according  to  the  nature  of  all  earthly  things , in  which 
we  cannot  tafte  honie  without  gall,  nor  fugar  without  A* 
loes  . Many  other  ceremonies  were  vfed  of  the  Ancients, 
which  for  breuity  fake, as  alfo  bicaufe  there  is  final  inftru- 
dion  in  them,  I omit  for  this  prefent . Therefore  to  con- 
elude  ourdifeourfe,  wejearne  that  the  name  of  a houfe 
ofahoufer"'^  doth  not  onely  fignifie  the  wals  and  roofeof  a building, 
but  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  for  a familie  gathered  togi- 
ther  to  communicate  one  with  another  in  all  neceifrties. 
We  learne  alfo  that  in  euery  mariage  we  ought  to  haue  re« 
gard  to  the  ordinance  and  inftitution  of  God,  and  to 
thofe  politike  lawes  vnder  which  we  Hue,  to  the  ende  we 
trouble  not  common  tranquillitie : that  wemuftauoide 
all  difparitie  of goods,of  houfes,  of  age,  and  efpecially  of 
nature  and  manners . Let  vs  not  fuffer  our  felues  to  be  ca- 
tied  away  with  any  foolilli  paftion , but  looke  chiefly  to  < 
• thisjthatvnderagratious  &honeft  behauiour  may  ftiine 
foorth  cleare  and  euident  fteps  of  an  vpright  and  fincere 
foule,  void  of  diftimulation  : faying  with  the  Wife  man, 
Prou.3 1 .30.  Famur  is  decetiffillyand beaut ie  is  vamtie,  but  a reoman  that  fea-- 
reth  the  Lord,pje fhallbe praifed . We  muft  alfo  rid  our  wed- 
ding aifemblies  of  all  dilfolutenes , of  all  kind  of  allure- 
ments to  voluptuoufnes  andnicenes,  that  they  may  ra- 
ther feeme  to  be  fchooles  of  honour  and  chaftitie , than 
of  intemperancie  and  loofenes . If  we  lay  fuch  foundati- 
ons in  mariages,  no  doubt  but  God  will  bleflethem,  and 
make  them  happie  and  profperous,  to  the  glorieof  his 
name,and  to  the  quietnes  and  contcntation  of  vs  all. 


Of the  particular  dutie  of  a husband  towards  his 
wife^  Chap.  47. 

' I 

AS  Phifitions  ftand  more  in  feare  of  feauers 
engendred  of  hid  caufes  gathered  togither 
by  little  and  little  of  a long  time,  than  of 
thofe  which  proceed  of  very  apparant  caufes  : fo  the  final 
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iarres  and  daily  quarrdings  of  maried  folkes,  being  Smal  iarres  muft 

knowne  to  ftrangers.and  drawing  by  litle  and  little  to  an  houfe * 
incurable  hardnes^do  more  feparate  them  one  from  ano- 
ther, than  any  other  caufe  whatfoeuer.  Therefore  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  that  all  the  rootes  of  fuch  naughty  fprigs  fliould 
be  cut  off,  and  all  occafions  elchewed,  which  might  pro- 
uoke  one  another  to  the  lealland  lighted  anger  that  may 
be.Theindudrieof  rheman  ought  toaime  elpeciallyat 
this,being  called  to  the  honorable  edate  of  Head  of  a fa- 
milie,  lookingdiligentlythat  he performe fuch dutie to- 
wards hir,  who  is  fo  draightly  linked  vnto  him,  that  fuch 
diflentions  neuer  take  their  beginning  through  hisde- 
fault.Let  vs  then  (my  Companions)  take  occadon  ofthis 
fubied  to  be  better  indruded  in  the  dutie  of  a husband 
towards  his  wife. 

A c H I T o B . %eioice  (fay th  the  Wife  man)  rvith  the  Prou.f.iS.  i?. 
mfe  of  thy  youth . Let  hir  he  as  the  lotting  Htnde , dndpleaftnt 
%oe ; let  hir  breaBes  fattsfie  thee  at  all  times , and  deliiht  in  hir 
lone  continually.  F^rohy  JhouldeB  thou  del.ght  in  a firange  wo- 
main , or  imbr ace  the  hofome  of  a fir  anger  ? For  the  waie s of  man 
are  before  the  eyes  of  the  horde,  and  he  fondereth  all  his 
fathes. 

A s E R.  Husbands  (layth  S.  n?aule)loue your  reiues,  euen  Ephefj.ij. 
as  ChriB  louedthe  Church , and  gaue  himfelfe  for  it . So  ouoht 
men  to  loue  their  wiues  as  their  awne  bodies;  he  that  louethhis 
wife Joueth  himfelfe . Butit  belongeth  to  thee  fA  M A N A ) their  wiues.  ^ 
to  handle  vs  this  point  at  large.  ^ 

^ Am  A N A , Gorgiasiin  excellent  Orator,  commen- 
ded of  Cicerom  many  placcSjCjdibrted  the  Grecians  long 
finceto  peace  and  concord,  by  an  oration  of  woonder- 
full  arte . -Which  when  he  had  ended , one  tMeUnthus 
doode  vp  before  all  the  companie  that  was  prefent , and 
fayd : My  Lordes , behold  Gorgias , who  by  his  eloquent 
oration exhorteth  vsthatarein  number  infinite.to con- 
cord, andyet  he  cannot  playethe  Oratourfo  well  as  to 
caufe  his  wife  and  hir  chamber-itiaide  to  hue  quietly  with 
him  in  his  houfe , wherein  there  are  but  they  three  . For 
ye  fliall  daily  fee  them  atdrifeand  continualldilfention, 
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Therefore,  my  Lordcs,  Ithinke  it  great  raftines  in  him 
to  exhort  vs  to  concord , when  he  cannot  hauc  it  him- 
felfe  in  his  priuate  houfe  . And  truly , befides  thevn- 
fpeakeable  torment  that  is  ioined  with  fuch  riots , iang- 
lings , and  controuerfies  in  a houfe , it  is  a (hamefull  of^ 
fence  when  they  are  knowne  to  ftrangers . The  Ancients 
had  a priuate  and  houlhold  God , whome  they  calledthe 
God  Lar , which  we  may  tranflate  into  our  language,  the 
God  of  the  Harth . He  was  had  in  fuch  veneration , that 
if  any  manwithdrewe  himfelfe  to  the  harth  and  houfe  of 
his  deadlie  enimie , his  enimie  durft  not  offer  him  anie 
violence  as  long  as  he  was  there,  the  harth  being  vnto 
him  a fanduarie  and  place  of  immunitie . For  fo  we  read 
of  Themffocles , that  being  baniflied  from^  Athens,  and 
purfued  by  foine  that  would  haue  layed  violent  handes 
vpon  him , he  fled  to  the  Harth  of  his  deadlie  enimie, 
who  for  that  caufe  durft  not  ftrike  him , nor  offer  him  a- 
nyiniurie  . This  Harth  was  dedicated  and  confecrated 
totheGoddefle  F'efla,  and  was  placed  where  the  chiefe 
fire  of  the  houfe  was  made . Nowe  I pray  you , if  it  were 
prohibited , and  accounted  an  vniuft  thing  for  a man  to 
quarrell , to  iniurie , or  to  offer  violence,  euen  to  his  vt- 
ter  enimie , beeing  fled  to  his  Harth , howe  infamous  an 
ade  fthinke  you)  and  vnwoorthie  the  nature  of  man,did 
thefe  men  iudgc  it  to  be , to  offer  any  violence  to  them 
that  were  of  the  fame  Harth,  but  chiefly  to  the  wife,  who 
is  a principall  perfon  belonging  to  the  bed , table, Harth, 
yea  to  the  whole  houfe  of  the  husband,  and  is  called  by 
the  lawe , a companioni:>bth  of  the  diuine  and  humane 
houfe  At  this  daie  we  commonly  obferuethis,  not  to 
offend  in  any  fortthofe  that  come  to  fee  vs:  andif  we 
haue  any  occafion  of  quarrelling,  it  fliall  not  be  thewed  as 
longasthey  are  in  our  houfe,  if  we  haue  any  care  not  to 
be  accounted  vnciuill,  and  void  of  diferetion  . And  how 
fliall  wenotvfe  the  fame  reafon  towards  them  that  are 
vnto  vs  a fecond  fclfc,with  whome  we  are  to  line  and  die? 
Let  vs  then  haue  regard  to  thofe  principall  points  that 
are  to  be  defired  for  the  cftablifhment  and  continuance 
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of  loue , vpoti  which  eiierie  holie  mariage  ought  firll  to 
be  grounded,as  we  haue  already  faid.SecondIy,it  muft  be 
grounded  vpon  the  conformitie  and  agreement  of  good  '"S*' 

I and  honeft  conditions : and  laftly,  it  muft  hold  & depend 

ofprudence,which  breedeth  a continuall,liuely,and  mu- 
tuall  affeftion  of  one  towards  another , the  true  teftimo- 
nie  whereof  is  a reuerent  behauiour  of  each  to  other . It 
is  a Maxime  and  principle  granted  by  wife  men , that  no 

manis  woorthie  and  meete  tocommandjvnles  he  be  bet- 

ter  than  they  ouer  whome  he  commandeth  . Therefore  it  ‘ 

ieemeth  that  nature  commonly  giueth  more  vigour, 
ftrength,authoritie,grauitie, and  prudence, in  deedes  and 
wordes  to  men  than  to  women . The  efteds  ofwhich  gra- 
ces he  cannot  better  (hew  foorth,than  by  gouerninghim- 
fclfe  with  reafon,and  according  to  duty  towards  his  wife:  mtftcommand 
nrftjin  louinghir,thenin  gouerning  hir  gratioufly,  as  be-  ouerhiswiftas 
ing  a free  perfon,as  zAriHotle  faith,  perfwading  hir  more 
by  reafon  than  authoritie . He  muft  not  offer  hir  any  in- 
iurie,  cither  in  deede  or  worde , but  honour  and  make 
much  of  hir.  For  the  husband  that  honoureth  his  wife, 
honoureth  himfelfe.  The  Lawyer  faith,  that  maried  wo- 
men are  and  ought  tobefet  foorth  with  the  bcamesof 
their  husbands,  and  that  the  husband  ought  to  giue  ex- 
ample to  others  to  honour  his  wife : whereby  al(b  he  fliall 
propkehis  wifeto  honour  him.But  on  the  other  fide,by 
offring  hir  wrong.he  (hall  incenfe  hir , and  giue  hirocca- 
fion  to  reply  vpon  him  with  bitter  fpeeches,  which  in  the 
end  will  prouoke  him  to  wrath , and  to  behaue  himfelfe  Thefiuitsof 
woorfetowards  his  wife,  thereby  conftraininghir,  as  it 
tallerhout  often-times,  toinuentfome  mifchiefeagainft 
him  and  his  honor.  There  are  a thoufand  examples  heer- 
ofin  good  authors,  and  experience  affoordeth  too  many 
proofes  of  the  fame . We  KzdcoiClj/temneHrathcwifzctyumntIkii, 
of  e./^4«?e»»»tf»,that,toreuengeaniniuricreceiuedfrom  * 
hir  husband,  (lie  committed  adulterie,  and  afterward 
confented  to  his  death . It  is  true  that  this  is  but  a (imple 
reuenge  of  women,  and  fuch  a one  as  lighteth  vpon  them 
lelues.  But  what?  Thisfcxe  isfraile,  fpitefull,  andgi- 
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uen  to  reuenge  : and  therefore  men  are  to  vfe  the  grea- 
ter prudence  in  the  gouerning  and  managing  of  them. 
The  prouerbe  is , that  a man  is  bitten  of  his  dog,  by  pro- 
uoking  him  ouer-much , and  that  an  Eele  is  often-times 
loft  , when  it  is  drained  ouer-hard  . Therefore  let  a wife 
neSeaSs^  husband  knowe  this,  that  he  muft  neuer  deale  iniuriouf- 
wife?  ^ ly  with  his  wife,  efpecially  before  others ; and  that  he 
muft  abftaine  moft  of  all  from  laying  violent  hands  vpon 
hir . If  the  Ancients  would  haue  their  flaues  correded, 
rather  with  wordesthan  blowes,  much  more  ought  the 
wife  to  be  fo  dealt  withall , whome  God  calletha  helpe 
like  to  vs  . To  this  effed  CMarcm  cAptrelim  fayd , that  a 
wife  husband  and  one  that  mindeth  to  liue  peaceably 
with  his  wife,ought  aboue  all  things  to  obferue  this  rule, 
namely:  to  admomflj  hir  often,  to  reprehend  hir  feldome  ,hf4t 
tjener  to Uy  hands vponhir, Homer  in  lupiter  reproo- 

uing  his  wife,  and  threatning  hir  when  (lie  is  rebellious, 
but  neuer  maketh  him  goe  farther  . We  read  in  the  life  of 
Cato , of  whome  it  was  giuen  out  that  he  was  a fworne  e- 
nimie  to  women,that  he  neuer  ftrake  his  wife,accounting 
that  facriledge  : and  yet  he  knewe  well  howe  to  vfe  the 
place  and  dignitie  of  a husband,  which  keepeth  his  wife 
in  obedience.  But  aboue  all  that  hath  beene  hitherto  fpo- 
Ahusband  muft  , a husbandmuft  obferue  this  as  an  inuiolable  lawc, 

ffQpri  touching  any  other  woman  but  his 
' owne , afwell  in  refped  of  the  feare  of  God , who  exclu- 
deth  all  whoremongers  & adulterers  from  hisheauenlic 
manfion , as  alfo  bicaufehis  wife  fliould  haue  no  know- 
ledge or  ftifpition  thereof.  For  otherwife  he  will  caft  him- 
felfeintoamore  dangerous  Labyrinth,  than  was  that  of 
king  "Torfennaox di  Dedalus:  yea,heftiall  hardly  haue  a 
good  countenance  of  his  wife  at  any  time,  except  ftie  dif- 
femble  the  matter,  that  (he  may  the  better  be  renenged 
of  him, either  by  rendring  like  for  like , thinking  that  (he 
hath  iuft  occafion  to  breake  hir  faith  made  to  hir  huf- 
band , feeing  he  hath  broken  his  to  hir,orelfcby  fonie 
other  meane  vpon  his  perfon.Ofthisfufpition  which  the 
wife  hath  of  hir  husbands  incontinencic,  or  the  husband 
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ofthewiues,  is  bred  a great  paffion,  or  to  fpeake  better,  . 

fury  and  rage,which  we  call  iealoufie.  calleth  it  is. 

a difcafe  of  the  minde,  proceeding  from  a feare  which  a 
man  hath,  that  that  thing  is  communicated  to  another, 
which  he  would  not  haue  common  butpriuate  to  him- 
felfe , Or  otherwife  we  may  fay,  that  iealoufie  is  bred  of 
that  loue,  which  will  not  fuffer  a partner  in  the  thing  be- 
loLied.  Some  write  (faith  Tlntarke)  that  Cats  arc  troubled 
with  the  fmell  of  perfumes  and  fweet  fauours,  in  fo  much 
that  they  waxe  mad  withall . Like  wife  if  it  fliould  fo  fal  out 
that  a woman  fliould  be  offended  and  haue  hir  braine 
troubled  with  the  perfumes  of  hir  husband,  he  were  of  a 
very  ftrange  nature  if  he  would  not  abftaine  from  it,  but 
for  the  enioying  of  a little  pleafure  would  fuffer  hir  to  fall 
into  fo  great  an  inconuenience  • Now  feeing  it  is  fo  that 
fuch  accidents  come  vpo  them,  not  when  their  husbands 
are  perfumed, but  when  they  giue  ouer  themfelues  to  the 
loue  of  harlots,  it  is  great  iniuftice  in  them  to  grieue,  of- 
fend  and  trouble  their  wiiies  in  fuch  hainous  fort . At  leaft 
wife  they  fhould  behaue  themfelues  as  they  do  that  draw 
neere  to  Bees, who  abftaine  fro  touching  euen  their  owne 
wiues.  For  it  is  reported  of  Bees,that  they  hate  and  make 
warre  more  againft  them  than  againft  others, bicaufe  they 
haue  fuch  falfe  harts,as  to  lie  neere  their  wiues,  being  de- 
filed and  polluted  with  the  company  of  any  other  wome. 

The  wilde  bore  (faith  one  of  the  Poets)  purfued  of  dogs, 
the  Lioneffe  bitten  with  hunger,the  Tyger  robbed  of  hir 
yong  ones,or  the  Viper  whofe  taile  is  tread  vpon,  arc  not 
more  terrible  than  a woman  that  is  offeded:  but  nothing 
wil  fooner  caft  hir  into  a phrenfie  & fury,than  ieloufy.^- 
riad»ah\xnQd2L\mQZenon IfaHrici4^t\\QGm^trou.x^  that  flie  Theeruclr^ 
mightbereuengedonhim  . He  that  taketh  tohimfelfe 
thofe  pleafures  which  he  forbiddeth  his  wife , doth  as 
much  as  if  he  commanded  hir  to  fight  againft  enimies,  to 
whom  he  had  alreadie  yeelded  himfelf.  And  if  vice, whore- 
dom,curiofitie,  fuperfluitie,  choler  and  other  imperfedi- 
ons  raigne  among  men,how  fliould  they  driue  them  away 
from  women  ? So  a husband  muft  corred  himfelfe  firft, 

and 
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and  after  vfe  learned  inftrudions,  towards  his  wife.  Let 
him  (as  Bees  do ) gather  togither  and  cary  to  his  wife,  fo 
much  of  his  ftudies  as  may  ferue  for  hir  profit.  For  feeing 
women  (as  faith)  haueafouleas  well  as  we,  and  as 

SkSo^qi^ickeafpirite,  yea  oftentimes  a more  excellent  fpirite 
fophie.  than  we,  we  mull:  not  think  them  vncapable  of  the  good- 
ly reafons  ofPhilofophie,  wherein  many  of  them  haue 
gone  beyond  many  Philofophers.  Knowledge  and  skill 
wil  keepea  woman  from  other  vnmeete  exercifes,and  be- 
ing rauilhed  with  hir  husbands  braue  difcourfes,  flie  will 
contemnethelolTeoftimein vnprofitable  matters.  She 
will  neuer  fall  into  that  daunger  which  oftentimes  befal- 
leth  women,  who  conceiue  and  bring  foofth  by  them- 
feluesftrangecounfels,  andextrauagant  pafiions,  when 
they  receiue  not  from  elfe-wherc  the  feedes  of  good  fpee- 
ches,  and  when  their  husbands  impart  not  vnto  theni  a- 
ny  found  dodrine.  The  fame  (as  fables  faine)  preuailed 
more  than  the  Northerne  winde.  For  the  more  the  wind 
laboured  to  get  away  a mans  gowne,  and  to  that  ende 
blew  more  violently,  the  harder  did  hegirdevpand  re- 
Auic  ofthc  ftraine  his  garment.  But  when  the  Sunne  waxed  hote  af- 
funneandthc  tetthewinde,  the  man  feeling  himfclfe  heated,  call  off 
his  gowne,  and  afterward  burning  with  heate,  he  put  off 
his  coate  and  all.  So  if  husbands  go  about  to  order  their 
wiueswith  their  bare  authoritie  and  by  force,  they  will 
llriueagainftit,  and  be  offended : but  contrary  wife,  be- 
Womcnmufi  ing  admoniflied  with  rcafon  they  yeeld  of themfelues  and 
be  led  more  by  take  it  patiently  . The  fooles  of  this  world  commonly 
tknesduliir  gird  and  mocke  that  man,  who  peraduenture  feemeth  to 
foKc.  ig  j a litig  too  much  by  his  lawfull  wife  & loyall  fpoufe, 

vfing  more  gentlenefle  and  curtefie  towards  hir,  than  ri- 
gor and  commaunding  : and  yet  you  fliall  fee  themfelues 
fo  ftrangely  bewitched  by  fome  ftrumpet,  that  they  feare 
not  to  hazard  their  life  and  honour  in  hir  feruice  . But  it 
befeemeth  a man  a great  deale  better  to  be  well  liking, 
gentle  and  acceptable  to  an  honefl:  and  vertuous  wife, 
than  to  abafe  himfelfe  to  a common  harlot  . And  thofe 
men  deceiue  themfelues,  who,  hauingmaried  rich  wiucs 
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and  of  noble  houfes,  ftudie  not  to  nrakc  them  more 

neft  and  better  qualified,  but  to  pull  them  downe,  per-  w?fe!ntogo™d 

(Vading  themfeliies  that  they  will  come  to  better  order  ©r^^cristomakc 

when  they  haueabafed&  brought  them  lowe.  Whereas  e-  ' 

uery  one  ought  to  maintain  thedignitie  of  his  wife  as  he 

wt)uld  do  the  iuft  height  of  a horfe,and  be  skilful  both  in 

the  one  and  the  other  to  vfe  the  bridle  well  as  it  becom- 

methhim.  Befides,  a husband  is  not  to  rule  his  wife  as  a 

lord  or  mafter  doth  his  flaue,  but  as  the  foule  doth  a wife 

mans  bodie,  through  a mutual!  loue  and  iointaffedion, 

whereby  he  is  bound  vnto  hir.  And  as  the  foule  may  well 

be  carefull  ouer  the  body,  although  it  become  nota  flaue 

to  the  pleafurcs  & inordinate  affedions  thereof:  fo  a wife 

husband  will  behaue  himfclfe  by  pleafing  and  gratifiyng 

his  wife  in  honeft  things,  and  by  fliewing  thathe  loueth 

honor  and  vertue  aboue  all  things.  This  will  be  a mean  to 

make  hir  as  wife,vertuous  and  honefl:,as  otherwifeiif  him- 

felfe  be  giuen  to  voluptuoufnefle,he  fliall  caufe  hir  to  like 

of  curtilans  conditions,  and  to  become  flipperieand  laC- 

ciuious.  No  man  (faith  Cleohulns)  ought  to  chide,  or  to  Nomanmuii 

fawne  vp6  his  wife  before  others : for  the  one  is  the  point 

of  a foole,  the  other  of  a mad  man.  Socrates  pradifed  one 

of  thefe  points  very  well,  when  Xa*jtippa  his  wife  reuiling 

and  chiding  him,  in  the  ende  being  caried  headlong  with 

wrath,  ouerth re w table  and  all  . Whereupon  Euthyde-- 

mm  whom  he  had  brought  home  to  fuppe  with  him,  rofe 

vp  to  depart.  But  Socrates  not  (hewing  himfelfe  greatly  Socracespati- 

rnooued  or  angry  with  his  wife,  ftaied  him,  and  fayde  ; n?n| 

What  ? doyou  notremember  my  friend,  that  as  we  were  mmesofhis 
at  dinner  with  you  the  other  day,  ahenne  lept  vpon  the 
table  anddidasmuchto  vs,  andyetwe  were  not  angrie 
therefore?  ordained  that  the  husband  (hould  goe 
fee  his  wife  thrife  a moneth  at  the  leaft,  not  for  pleafure, 
but  to  yeeld  vnto  hir,  as  it  were  by  obligation,  the  pled- 
ges and  gages  of  friendlhip  through  honor,grace  and  loi- 
altie, which  ought  to  increafe  daily.  And  as  cities  at  fundry 
times  renew  thefe  alliaimccs,  which  they  haue  one  with 
another : fo  this  lawe-maker  would  haue  the  alliaunce 

of 
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. - • of  manage,  that  I may  fo  fpeake,  renued  by  the  fpeeches 

Husbands  mud  vfcd  at  fuch  greetings  and  vifitarions  . We  fee  daily  what 
becarcfuiiin^_  miferics  and  ofFenceslight  vpon  houfeSjWhen  the  head  of 
fara^el'° ' the  fauiilie  hath  no  care  to  rule  and  guide  it : whereupon 
alfo  the  women  thinke  that  they  are.de^ifed  and  finally 
beloLied.  And  in  truth  they,  haue  .occafion  giuen  them  fo 
to  thiuke,  when  their  husbands  feldome  keep  them  com- 
pany. The Pilote  that  giueth  ouer*his  (liip  to  the  mercy  of 
the  waues,declarcth  euidently  that  he  careth  not  for  loo- 
fing  that  which  is  in  it.  A wife  without  hit  husband  is  ex- 
pofed  to  many  ambuihes  and  aifaultes  that  are  hardly  fu-  - 
w mcnmaried  Tothis  purpofe  I remember  a notable  hiftorie 

thJiJreJliTnVsIn  writtehin  the  chronicles  of  Rulli.a,namely,.that  the  inha- 

^cir husb\nds  of  Nouogradum,which  at  this  day  is  the  chiefe  & 

^ cir  us  an  s.  gQ^e  inco  GtsEcia 

to  befiege  the  towneof  Corfun,wherethey  continued  for 
the  fpacebffeucn  yceres,  their  wiues  in  the  nieane  while 
wearied iwith  their  long  abode  there,  maried  thjeir.fer- 
uants.  The  husbands  afterward  returning  conquerours, 

- . found  their  flaues  in  the  field,who  gaue  them  bartell,  and 
had  the  better  of  them . Neuertheles  in  the  end  the  flaues 
were  vanqui{hed,and  the  inoft  part  of  the  women  moued 
with  indignation  for  thatouerthrow,  hung  themfclues. 
Now  as  touching  that  other  point  mentioned  by  that 
Menmuftnot  Wife  man  Cleohnlm,  namely,that  a mamuft  not  dally  with 
dally  with  their  ^rjfg  prefence  of oxhQts^Cato  depriued  a Senator 

fcnee  of  oth«r  of  Rome  from  the  Senatorial!  dignitie,  bicaufe  he  kiffed 
his  wife  in  his  daughters  prefence.  This  was  fomwhattoo 
extreme.  Buthowfoeuerit  be,asT4rf«  admoniftieth  men 
growen  in  yceres  to  fhew  themfelues  fhamefaft  before  the 
yonger  fort,  to  the  end  that  they  alfo  ihould  learne  to  be- 
haue  themfelues  reuerently  and  warily,  fo  furely.this  pre- 
cept is  efpecially  to  be  kept  betweene  man  and  wife,  that 
they  may  be  an  example  of  honor  and  chaftitie  vnto  all. 
Likewifetheman  mufl:  diuidethe  offices  and  affaires  of 
houfe  with  his  wife,  giuing  Jiir  authoritie  ouer  all 
bc^iuid\^dbe-  things  in  his  abfence  : and  in  his  prefence  alfo  ouer  houf- 
^ddlcwiS.*"  holdmattcrs,  &fuch  things  as  are  more  proper  & agree- 
^ ’ able 
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able  to  thatfexetcaufing  hirtbbe  feared, reuerencedjand 
obeied  of  the  children,  men-feruahts  and  maid-feruants_, 
as  himfelfe.  But  as  if  one  take  two  founds  that  agree  well, 
the  bafeis  always  more  heard  : foin  a well  ruled  and  or- 
dered houfe,  all  things  are  done  by  the  confent  of  both 
parties,butyetro,thatitisalwaiesapparant,  that  things 
are  done  by  the  diredion,  counfeli,  and  inuention  of  the 
, husbandForafamilic  willfufFerbutonehead,onemafter  Theremufibc 
dc  one  lord;  otherwife  if  there  were  many  heads,  the  com- 
mandemcnts  would  be  contrary,  and  the  familic  in  con- 
tinuall  trouble . Now  the  foundation  of  all  dueties  here 
mentioned  by  vs  of  the  husband  towards  the  wife, and  of 
all  others  which  daily  communication  may  require,  is 
thattrueandvnfainedloue  that  ought  to  be  the  vnfepa- 
rablebond  ofeuerygood  manage  . We  haue  handled  t-oue  the  band 
heretofore  the  great  effeds  of  frienddip:- which  if  they  be 
required  among  common  friends,  no  doubt  but  they  are 
much  more  between  thore,whom  God, nature, the  lawes, 
and  Ioue,haue  fo  ftraightly  ioined  togither.  Alfo  let  huf- 
bandesknow,  that  they  ought  to  reuerence  their  wines 
morethanany  other perfon:  and perceiuing them  to  be 
wife  and  vertuous,  (as  they  may  make  them  if  they  be  not 
altogither  forlorne  and  corrupted)  let  them  neuer  feeme  ^ 
to  diftruft  them  in  any  refped  . The  Romanes  when  they  no^ 

, returned  from  a voiage,or  from  a farre  countrey,or  onely 
out  ofthecountrey  intothccitie,  if  their  wiues  were  at 
home,they  fent  word  before  to  giue  them  intelligence  of 
their  comming,  to  the  end  they  Oiould  not  conceiue  this 
opinion,.that  they  meant  to  deale  craftily  or  malicioufly 
with  them  . Forafmuch  therfore  as  lone  and  friendfl^ip  is 
the  fountain  of  euery  good  dude  of  the  husband  towards 
his  wife,and  that  which  as  it  were  healeth  away,  and  ma- 
keth  the  will  of  his  half-partner  to  be  wholy  hisowne,let 
vsconfiderfortheconclufionofourfpeech,  offorne  no- 
table  examples  of  great  loue  in  the  behalfe  of  men,  to  the  huTIelmf'’"' 
end  we  may  be  drawen  on  to  loue  and  to  honor  them  that  towards 
are  in  the  fame  place  towards  vs  that  the  church  is  to- ' 
wards  God:  which  he  fo  loued,that  he  fent  his  only  Tonne 
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to  die  for  the  redemption  thereof,  Ttberins  (^racchns.^  no- 
ble man  of  Rome,  Ending  two  ferpents  in  the  chamber 
wherein  heflept,  inquired  for  the  meaning  thereof  by 
footh-faying,wherunto  he  gaue  abfolute  credite.  Anfwer 
was  made  him,  that  if  he  flue  the  male  firft,  he  ibould  die 
before  his  wife,butifthe  female, his  wife  before  him  . As 
foone  as  he  vnderftood  therof  he  flue  the  male.and  within 
a litle  while  after  he  died.  Whereupon  Hiftoriographers 
doubt  whether  his  wife  Cornelia  were  more  happy  in  fin- 
ding a husband  that  louedhirfo  well,  than  miferable  in 
looling  him  . Bapnffa  Fregofa  maketh  mention  of  a Nea- 
politane,  whofe  wife  being  taken  on  the  fea  coafl:  by  the 
MooreSjheprefently  caft  himfelfafterhirinto  the  fea, and 
following  their foifl:  befoughtthe  to  take  him  alfo. Which 
they  did;  fo  that  both  of  them  were  brought  before  the 
king  of  Thunis  to  whom  the  veflail  belonged  : who  hea- 
ring the  difeourfe  of  the  faff, and  being  moued  with  com- 
paflion  ouerfuch  perfe(StfriendflTip,deliuered  them  both. 
OrphcHi  (as  the  Poets  write)  loued  his  wife  fo  entirely, that 
flic  dying  on  the  wedding  day,  he  kept  his  loue  inuiolable 
and  would  neuer  fet  it  vpon  any  other.  Nwm  king  of  the 
A{ryrians,faUing  in  loue  with  Semiramis  the  wife  oi  Menon 
a vaflaile  of  his,  befought  him  to  let  him  haue  hir  to  wife, 
in  recompence  wherof he  offred  him  his  daughter  in  ma- 
riage.  But  Menon  bare  fuch  great  loue  tovi^ards  hir , that 
he  would  not  yeeld  therunto.  Wherupon  the  king  being 
mooued  with  wrath,and  th reaming  toplucke  out  his  eies 
and  to  take  hir  away  by  force,as  he  did  in  deed,A/ifw«  for 
very  griefe.A:  forow  hung  himfelfe.  Perimder  king  of  Co- 
rinth loued  his  wife  fotenderly,that  after  Qie  was  dead, he 
caufed  hir  to  belaid  by  him  certaine  daies.  Oldar.cuj Lepi- 
being  driuen  into  banifliment,heard  that  his  wife  was 
maried  to  another,  whereupon  he  died  for  forow.  When 
word  was  brought  toFlmutis  Numidim  a Romane  Sena- 
tor,that  his  wife, whom  he  loued  as  himfelfejWas  dead : he 
thrufl  himfeJfinto  the  bofome  with  a dagger,  whereof  he 
died.  Syhniu  a Romane  flue  himfelfe  after  his  wife, whom 
he  Angularly  loued,  was  taken  from  him,  and  giuen  to 
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JSferolh^^rvi'^Q.vo^ . Domwic^u  Cataluftis  prince  of  Lesbos  Dominicui  ca- 
loued  his  wife  To  webthat  although  ilie  grew  very  leprous, 
yet  he  neuer  dcprined  hir  therefore  of  his  boordor  bed. 

VVe  read  ofa  great  lord  ofSpaine,  called  Roderigo  Sarmi-  -^oderigoSar^ 
that  through  griefe  which  he  recciued  for  the  lo/Te  mknio. 
of  his  wife,  he  fleptfora  yeeres  fpace  in  his  clothes,  did 
neuer  eate  vpon  a table  cloth,  nor  fate  him  downe  in  any 
chaire,  but  aflBided  himfclfe  diuerfly  . Therefore  let  vs 
learne  by  our  prefent  difcourfc  to  loue  our  wiuesperfcd- 
ly,  yeeldingdue  beneuolence  vnto  them  and  behauing 
ourfelues  difcretly  towards  the, without  offending  them, 
or  going  beyond  the  boundes  of  our  duetie.  And  as  na- 
ture mingleth  vs  togither  by  our  bodies,  to  the  ende  that 
taking  part  of  the  one  and  part  of  the  other,  and  putting  aii  things  muft 
all  togither,  (be  may  make  that  which  commeth  thereof  cvJeTn"che°huf,^* 
common  to  both,  and  that  in  fuch  fort,  that  neither  par-  band  and  the 
tiecan  difeerne  ordiftinguiduhat  which  is  proper  to  it 
felfe  from  that  which  belongeth  to  the  other  ; fo  let  vs 
haue  ail  things  common  togither,  euen  our  will,  affedi- 
on  and  authoritie  * Neuerthelefle  this  muft  be  done  in 
fuch  fort,  that  as  in  one  cup,  although  there  be  as  much 
or  more  water  than  wine,  yet  we  call  it  wine,  fo  in  the  au- 
thoritie of  the  wife  the  husbands  name  muft  be  written, 
as  hethatdiredeth  the  fame.  Bup  in  the  meane  while  let 
thefe  wordcs  Mine  and  Thine  be  banilbed  far  fr^m  them, 
vnleffe  it  be  in  this  refped,  that,  according  to  the  opini- 
on ofrhePhifitians,  asblowes  giuen  on  the  left  fide  are 
felt  on  the  right,  fo  the  wdfe  muft  through  companion 
feele  the  harmes  of  hir  husband,  and  the  husband  much 
morethofeofhis  wife  : to  the  ende  that  as  knots  haue 
their  ftregth  by  interlacing  the  ends  one  within  another, 
fo  the  focietie  of  manage  is  preferued  and  ftrengthened 
when  both  parties  affoord  a miituall  affedion  of good 
will,being  affuredjthat  both  togither  fliall  be  made  heires 
ofgrace  and  life. 
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NAture  hailing  honored  woman  with  a 
gracious  alluring  of  the  eyes,  with  a 
fweete  fpeech,  with  a beautifull  coun-  V 
tenance  and  modeft  behauior,hath  giuen  hir  great  means 
to  win  the  good  liking  and  loue  of  hir  husband,  if  (he  be 
honeft  and  Qiamefaft : as  likewife  (he  may  eafily  deceiue 
man  by  offring  him  pleafure,  if  ihe  be  wickedly  minded . 
This  did  Olympi(U  wife  to  king  P^/7/^,know  full  well,  when 
flietooke  the  ThelTalonian  woman  by  the  hand  whom 
hir  husband  loued  fo  well, and  by  whom  (as  they  faid)  he 
was  charmed  and  bewitched.  But  the  Qj^ene  feeing  hir 
fo  faire,and  of  fo  good  a grace,and  as  hir  fpeech  declared, 
a woman  of  a good  houfe  and  w^ell  brought  vp  : Away 
(quoth  flie)with  all  flander,for  I fee  wel  that  your  charms 
are  in  your  felfe.’  And  let  vs  not  thinke  that  the  power  of  a 
lawfull  wedded  wife  is  lerte,  if,  by  taking  all  things  vnto 
hir, hir  wealth,  hir  nobilitie,  hircharmes,  and  the  whole 
web  of  Venmf\\^  ftudie  by  meeknes,  good  behauiour  and 
vertue  to  obtaine  hir  husbands  loue.  Goe  to  then,  let  vs 
fee  if  wc  can  giue  the  wife  fomeindrudions  touching  this 
matter  how  (he  may  keep  hir  felf  within  thelimites  of  hir 
dutie  towards  hir  husband. 

Aram,  exf/  the  Church  is  in  fubieBion  to  Chrift,  euen  fo 
(faith  the  Scripture)  let  the  wines  be  to  their  hujhands  in  euery 
thing. For  the  hufband  is  the  wines  head^enen  as  Chrifl  is  the  head 
of  the  Church. 

Achitob.  Wiues  mud  be  modeft,  wife,  chafte,  kee- 
pers at  home, loners  of  their  husbands,  andfubied  vnto 
them . But  it  belongeth  to  thee  A s e r to  be  now  vnto 
them  in  dead  ofa  fchoole-mafter. 

Aser.  When  kings  and  princes  honor  Philofophers 
and  learned  men,itiscertaine  that  they  honor  thefelucs : 
but  philofophers  that  court  it, and  become  feruants  to  ri- 
;ches,are  not  thereby  honoured.  Wemayfayas  much  of 

wiucs. 


towards  hir  Husband.  - 5IJ, 

wiues.For  whe  they  fabmit  themfclues  to  their  husbands  . • 

. they  are  praifed : but  if  they  will  become  miftrefles  ouer  >ZZnt"T° 
them,itbefeemeththemasill,asicdothfuchas  yeeld  husband 
that  fubicdion : and  both  of  them  reape  more  ftiame  tha 
honorthereby.Thereforethole  women  that  makechoicc 
ofefFeminatehusbandSj&delightin  commanding  them, 
are  like  to  fuch  as  had  rather  guide  the  blind.than  follow 
the  wife  and  cleare-fighted.So  that  if  a wife  loue,efteeme, 
and  honor  hir  husband,!  thinke  that  all  honeft  dutie  will 
flow  from  thence,to  their  common  contentation  & com- 
fott,&  to  the  benefit,  (juietnes,  and  honour  of  the  whole 
familie : I meane,if  (lie  loue  him  as  hir  felf,and  efteem  and 
honour  him,  as  hir  neereftlord.  A.wile  woman  ought  to 
thinke  that  hir  husbands  manors  are  the  la  wes  of  hir  life, 
which  (ifthey  be  good)  ftieis  wholy  tofolow : butifthey 
be  bad,(he  muft  patiently  beare  with  them . Foras  aloo- 
king  glaflc  ferueth  to  nopurpofe,  although  it  be  gilt  and 
decked  with  precious  ftones,  if  it  doth  not  liuely  repre-  gUffc* 
lent  his  face  that  looketh  into  it:  fb  a woiiian  is  not  to  be 
liked  albeit  (he  hauc  (lore  ofgoods,ifhirlife  be  not  there- 
after,and  hir  behauior  & conditions  be  not  conformable 
tohirhusbands.Ifalookingglairereprefent  a faddeand 
mourning  countenance  to  one  that  is  ioyful  and  mery,  or 
contrary  wife  a fmiling  face  to  him  that  is  forowfull,  it  is  a 
falfe  glafle  and  worth  nothing.So  is  (lie  a bad  wife  and  vn- 
reafonable,which  frowneth  when  hir  husband  is  defirous 
to  be  mery  with  hir,  & to  take  fome  honeft  recreation  : or 
contrarywife,  which  laugheth  and  fporteth  hir  felfe  when 
die  feeth  him  full  of  bufines  and  greatly  troubled. For  the 
one  is  a token  of  hirfroward  difpofition:&  the  other,that 
(hedefpifeth  theaffedionsofhir husband  . And  as  lines 
and  fuperficiall  partes,  as  the  Geometricians  fay,  mooue  NoabkCmiK. 
notof  themfelueSjbut  as  the  bodies  mooue  wherein  they 
are:  (bawife  muft  haueno  proper  and  peculiar  paflion  or 
affedion  to  hir  felf,  but  muft  be  partaker  of  the  paftimes, 
affaires,thoughts  & laughters  of  hir  husband.The  farther 
the  Moone  is  from  the  Sun, the  cleerer  it  is,  and  (hineth  fo 
much  the  more : andcontrarywife,it  hath  lelfe  light,  & is 
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obfcured  the  more, as  it  commeth  neerer  therunto  : fo  e- 
uil  women  deale  with  their  husbands  when  they  loue  not 
their  prefence.  For  in  their  abfence  you  (hall  fee  them  as 
ioctind  and  frolick  as  may  be.but  when  they  are  with  their 
husbands  and  at  home, then  are  they  forowful^  & penfiue. 
Moreouer,  a wife  muft  not  truft  too  much  either  to  hir 
wealthier  to  the  nobilitie  ot  hir  race^or  to  hir  beautie,but 
to  that  which  fetteth  neerefthir  husbands  hart,  that  is^  to 
hir  behauior,maners  andconuerfation,  taking  order  that 
thefe  things  be  not  hard,troublefom,or  irkfom  to  hir  huf- 
band  euery  day,but  fuch  as  pleale  him  and  agree  with  his 
conditions.  For  the  troublefome  conuerfation  of  a wife 
that  alwais  iarrethjin  the  end  maketh  euen  hir  honeft  be- 
hauior  odious, as  hir  ouer-great  pinching  & niggardlines 
caufeth  hir  fparing  & good  hufwiferieto  become  hateful. 
As  this  cuftom  was  obferued  amongft  the  Perfians,  that 
when  their  enimies  came  rulhing  vpon  the  with  great  cla- 
mors,they  receiued  them  with  (ilence,  contrary  wile,  it 
they  were  fet  vpon  with  filence,  they  made  head  againft 
them  with  ope  mouth : fo  difereet  w'ome  hold  their  peace 
when  their  husbands  cry  out  with  choler,  & contrarywife 
if  they  vtter  not  a word,  they  labor  to  appeafe  and  pacifie 
them  with  their  comfortable  fpeeches.  A wife  womathat 
loueth  hir  husband  as  becometh  hir,fomtime  tollerateth 
& diflembleth  an  euil  intreatie,trufting  fo  much  to  hir  c6- 
liancie  & vertue,that  by  continuing  in  hir  dutie  flie  is  able 
to  bring  him  back  again  to  his. She  muft  gouerne  hir  fdfe 
fo  difcreetly,that  neither  hir  neighbours,  nor  other  of  hir 
familiar  friends  be  made  acquainted  in  any  fort  with  hir 
complaints  & grieuances.For  by  difeouering  them, either 
ftie  dial  make  hir  felf  a laughing  ftock  to  others,or  els  giue 
occafion  to  the  enimies  of  hir  honor,  to  prouoke  & folli-r 
cithirto  naugh tines.  Andifanyonekhowingtheimper- 
feaionsofhirhusband,vnderthis  pretence  of  feeing  hir 
hardly  delt  withaLperfwade  hir  to  decliiVeiro  hir  duty,{he 
muft  anfwer  him  after  the  example  of  king  Phillipy^'ho  be- 
ing wronged  by  the  Grecians  intreated  them  curteoufty, 
whatthen  would  my  husband  do  vnto  me,  ft  I begin  to 
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hate  hini,&  to  offer  him  iniury?  If  flie  perceiue  that  any 
womaofhir  acquaintance  laboreth  by  hirtalke  either  to 
fovr  or  to  increafe  fpme  domeftical  diffentio.Oie  may  wife- 
ly fay  with  hir  felf:/»  what  cafe  mulct  this  woman  that  feketh  to 
matte  meiealotu,defre  rather  to  fee  rne,  thdmaliciouflj  to  flay  the 

illhufwifewithmyhufband^&toforfakemyhoufec^mariagebed, 
whereufon  it  may  be  [he  would  gladly  take  my  f lace?  Thusadif- 
creet  woman  wil  giue  fmal  eare,&  much  lelfe  giue  place  to 
I - the  light  fpeeches  & fained  promifes  of  fuch  diRurbers  of 
domeftical  peace.  Neither  will  Qie  admit  & nourifli  thofe 
vain  & fottifh opinions, which  commonly  bufie  the  minds  ' 
offuchwqmeasareruled&gouernedonely  bypaflions, 
f but  containing  hir  defires  through  reafon  within  a coue- 

i:  nient  compaffe,  the  confidence  which  (lie  hath  in  hir  huf- 

bands  vertue  wil  breed  perfea  eafe  to  hir  foule,by  taking 
fro  hir  all  doubting  & occafion  ofcomplaining.Now  vp6 
this  difcourfe  we  giue  this  note  by  the  way,  that  whe  any 
I difpleafure  falleth  out  betweene  maried  folks,  they  muft 

haue  a fpecial  regard  then  that  they  make  not  two  beds.  two  be  ds  for  a- 
For  by  this  mean  their  anger  will  indure  the  lefler  while. 

Alfo  they  muft  (him  al  occahons  of  quarelling  in  bed.  For  ^ 
as  a great  bellied  woman  redy  to  lie  down,&  euen  feeling 
the  pangs  of  hir  traueil,  faid  to  thofe  that  willed  hir  to  lie 
down  vpon  the  hQd,How  can  the  bed  cure  me  of  this  euilwhich  when  is  th 
camevntome  vpon  the  bed:  fo  thofe  quarels,iniuries,wrath,  befufme^and 
& choler  that  are  bred  within  the  bed,  can  hardly  be  ap-  UnfeVeX" 

I peafed  & healed  at  any  other  time  or  place.But  to  cotinue  man  and  wife. 

our  matter  of  the  duty  ofa  wife,  (he  muft  neuerfuffer  any 
toenterintohir  husbandshoulb  without  his  expres  com- 
I ^ ^^^^dement  or  licece.  Foreuery  honeft  wife  ought  to  fear 
that  which  is  comonly  fpoken  ofthelofenes  of  women, & 

labor  as  much  as  may  be  to  couince  thofe  flanderers  of  ly- 

I ; ing,  who  know  no  other  long  than  to  (peak  of  their  inco-  a woman  muft 
tinen  cie.  C£faT  laid,  That  awoma  mufl  not  only  be  fee  fo  that 
fault  d>M  alfo  fro  alfujpicion  therof,  which  wot  the  caufe  why  he  put  Snende”' 

• '*»’4;A««w»B.,/^.Andfeingitisthedutyofanl)0neftwoma  , 

to  take  vpon  hir  the  care  & ouerfight  ofhoufliold  affaires,  fC'eTcoadT. 

ine  muit  keep  at  homeland  not  lone  to  gad  abroad  orbe 
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defirous  of  meetings,  but  fo  farre  foorth  as  hit  husband 
would  haue  hit  do  fo.The  greareft  vertue  of  a woman(faid 
Enboides)  is  not  to  be  known  but  of  hit  husband : and  hit 
praife(faid  Argeus)  in  a ftrange  mouth  is  nothing  elfe  but  ' 
shemuftbemo-  j fgcret  blame.  Awifeoughttobemodeftinhirgarmets 
‘‘‘““  “‘t'' and  ornaments  of  hit  body,  and  not  vfe  fuch  fumptuous 

apparel  as  the  law  or  cuftom  of  the  countrey  permitteth : 
bicaufe  neither  rich  works  of  gold,nor  precious  attirc,nor 
™fawo.  bodily  beautie  make  not  a woman  fo  praife-woorthy  as 
man.  modcftie  doth,which  confifteth  in  deeds,words,  cou- 

tenance  & apparel.That  is  an  ornament(faid  the  Philofo- 
,pher  Crates ) that  adorneth,  & that  thing  adornetli  a wo- 
maujwhich  maketh  hir  more  honourable.  And  this  is  not 
done  by  iewcls  of  gold,emeralds,precious  ftonw,  or  pur- 
ple garments,but  by  euery  thing  that  caufeth  hir  to  be  ac- 
counted honeft,wife,humble&chafte.  Thofewomethat 

curioully  prick  vp  theinfelues,  & inrich  their  bodies  with 
ornaments  ful  ofpompe,make  men  more  diffolute  & in- 
clined to  loofenes,  efpecially  when  they  make  great  win- 
dow-works before  their  dugs,&  glue  licence  to  their  eyes 
to  wander  & gaze  about  .Wheras  contrary  wife  a wife  wo- 
, ma  through  hir  honeft  behauior,  togither  with  hir  lowly 
& fetled  look,  leadeth  fo  many  as  call  their  eies  vpo  hir  to 
continencie  and  chaftitie.  But  a difcouered  dug,  a naked 
Certain  tokens  breft.frifled  locks,paintings,perfumes,&  efpecially  a rou- 
ot  an  adulterous  ling  eie,&  a lafciuious  & vnehaft  look, arc  the  fore-runers 
of  adultery. He  that  wil  not  credit  me,  lethimread  Tibul- 
hu^Proverthu,^  Omd.who  are  of  the  fame  opinion . It  may 
well  be  fayd  of  fuch  women,  whofe  number  is  too  great 
. amongft  vs,  that  they  haue  loft  all  fliame  : albeit  the  beft 
. bet dowr/c  dowrie,  the  beft  inheritaunce  and  moft  precious  lewell 

of  a woman,  ^^ich  a woman  can  haue,  is  to  be  fliamefaft.  Yea  the  for- 

trefte  and  defence  that  nature  hath  giuen  to  a woman  for 
the  preferuation  of  hir  reputation , chaftitie , and  ho- , 
nour,  is  fliame,  whereof  whcnfocuer  (he  maketh  no  ac- 
count, (he  is  vndone  for  cuer . Socrates  vfed  to  coun- 
fell tho(e  young  men  that  behelde  them-felues  in  loo- 
kyng  glalfes  , if  they  were  harde  fauoured  to  corred 
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their  deforini tie  with  vertue,  by  making  themfelues  ver- 
tuous : and  if  they  were  faire,  not  to  blot  their  beautie 
with  vice.In  like  manerit  were  very  good,  that  when  the 
maried  wife  holdethhir  looking  glafle  in  hir  hand,  (he  Ancxceiicntvfc 
wouldfpeakethustohirfclfeifihebe  foule  ; what  then  ^a^  "* 

^ fliould  become  ofme  if  I were  alfo  wicked  Andiffliebq 

faire,  how  iliall  this  be  accounted  of,  if  I continue  honcft 
I and  wife  For  rfa  hard  fauoured  woman  be  loued  for  hir 
. good  behaiiiour  and  honeft  conditions,  it  is  greater  ho- 
nour vnto  hir  than  if  it  were  for  beautie,  Moreouerawo- 
! man  muft  haue  afpeciall  care  to  be  filent,  and  to  fpeake  Awomanmuft 

i as  feldomeas  (he  may,  vnlelTe  it  be  to  hir  husband,  or  at  befiientaad 

' his  bidding  : referuing  houfehold  wantes  and  affaires  fe- 
pet  to  hir  felfe,  and  not  publifli  them  abroad.  Thus  do- 
ing, if  any  euill,  any  reproch  ordiflionour  come  to  the 
houfe  through  any  of  them  that  are  within  it,  the  fault 
will  be  hir  husbands  and  not  hits.  Likewife  a woman  that 
refpcdeth  hir  honour,  ought  to  be  alhamed  to  vtter  any  Awomanmuft 

dilhoneftfpeeches,floutes  &ieh:s,andnole(rea(hamed  to 

giue  eare  vnto  them.  For  if  (he  once  giue  hir  felf  to  gibing, 
they  that  laughed  at  fome  litle  wordt)f  hirs,wil  afterward 
mock  the  author  theroffeeing  the  honor  of  wome  is  fuch 
I a nice  &charie  thing,  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  the  fo  much 
I as  CO  thinke,  much  lefle  to  fpeake  of  many  things,  which 
men  may  freely  both  talke  of  & put  in  pradife.  Therfore 
I thofe  dames  that  mind  to  preferue  their  grauitie,muft  be 
^filent  not  only  in  vnlawful,but  euen  in  neceffary  matters, 
vnles  it  be  very  requifite  that  they  (hould  fpeake  of  them. 

To  be(hort,thatwomanthatisbornetovertue,andpur- 
pofeth  to  performe  hir  dutie  towards  hir  husband,  muft  Afiiortfummc 
pleafe  him  in  all  honeft  things,  and  in  fuch  as  draw  nee- 
reft  to  his  inclination,  (hemudloue  him  intirely,  and  e- 
fteemeofhimaboue  all  others,  (lie  muft  be  patient  and 
know  how  to  winkeat,  and  to  bcare  with  many  things 
done  by  him,  (he  muft  be  prudenttogouerne  hir  houfe, 
skilful  in  hufwifrie  to  preferue  hir  goods,  careful  to  bring 
vp  hir  children,  faire-fpoken  and  curteous  to  hir  neigh- 
bors,pletiful  in  honorable  works, a friend  to  honeft  com- 

L1  iij  pany, 
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pany,and  a very  great  eniniie  to  the  lightnefle  of  youth. 
Awomanmu«  j^Qf^Quer  (he  muft  beBow  as  much  time  as  (he  can  (tealc 
knowledge,  from  domciticall  aftaires^n  the  ftudie  of  notable  fayings, 
andofthemoraUfentencesofauncient  Sages  and  pod 
men.  And  it  virere  a feemcly  and  honorable  thing  to  heare 
a woman  fpcake  to  hir  husband  in  this  rort:Husband,you 
are  my  teacher^my  gouernour  and  mafterinPhilofophie, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  moft  excellent  and  heauenly  fci- 
ences.For  by  fuchhoneft  occupations,  women  are  with- 
drawen  and  turned  afide  from  other  vnworthy  exerciles^ 
whereunto  we  fee  them  fo  apt  and  inclined  now  a daies, 
Exercifesvn-  which  makeththcm  very  often{tue,as  plaies,dancing,mar- 
feemiyfotvvo.  ^ing^hunting,and  difcharging  of harquebuzes,  with  fuch 
other  dealings  very  vameetefor  their  fexe.  Whereas  if 
lieuofallthefe  things  awife  would  embrace  the  loue  of 
knowledge^fo  far  foorth  as  hir  wit  and  leaiure  rec^uire,  & 
as  hir  husband  fhall  like  ol,  (lie  fhould  be  partaker  notoiv 
ly  of  the  floures  and  fongs,  but  alfoofthe  fruits,  which 
the  Mufes  bring  foorth  and  bellow  vpon  thorn  that  loue 
letters  and  Philofophie  t which  will  greatly  helpe  hir  to- 
wards the  leading  of  a happy  life  with  hir  husband.  Now 
confidering  that  loue  is  alwayes  the  wel-fpring  of  euery 
good  ducie,erpecially  between  thofe  that  are  linked  togi^ 

therby  mariage,(which  ought  to  be  fo  great  in  regaid  of 
iJueSwof  the  wife,that  the  ciuill  law  and  law  of  nations,  willhauea 

nations cetjui-  vi’’oman  folow  hit  husband,  although  he  haue  neither  nre 

orbebanilhedanddriuen  from 
band.  place  to  place)  let  vs  here  call  to  remembrance  Ibine  no- 

table examples  of  the  great  loue  that  hath  been  in  vertu- 
ous  women  towards  their  husbandcs,  as  well  when  they 
were  aliue,  as  after  their  death,  by  refufing  to  ouer-liiie 
Examples  of  the  them.  Hifficrates  the  wife  of  king  JMithridates  c6- 

?rc„°;o,ld3  methiirfttomind,  whobare  fuch  lone  cowards  hir  hus- 
their  husbands,  hand^that  polling  hit  felfe  foF  his  fakc  (although  ihe  was 

faire)nie  acquainted  hir  felfe  with  the  wea- 
ring of  armour,and  rode  with  him  to  the  war.  And  vv  hen 
he  was  ouercome  by  flic  accompanied  him  in  his 

flight  through  all  Afia,  whereby  flie  mollified  the  griefe 
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, andforowwhich  hereceiucdby  his  lofle*  Tr/ara,wife  to  Tr/ara. 
huc'm  Fitellpis  brother  to  the  emperour  Vitellm , feeyng 
hir  husband  in  adaungerous  battell , thrufthir  felfe  a- 
mongft  the  fouldiours  to  beare  him  company,  and  to 
helpe  him  both  in  death  and  life,  and  fought  as  well  as 
the  valiaunteftamongft  them  . When  Ving^dmetHshis 
wifefawe  hir  husband  very  ficke,  and  heard  theanfwere 
of  the  oracle , wnich  was.  That  he  could  mt  recouer  except 
one  of  his  heH  friendes  died  for  him , (he  flew  hir  felfe*  When 
the  wi£c  oH  Ferdinando  Gonpales  a prince  of  Italy,  knewe  The  wife  ot 
that  hir  husband  wasprifoner,  and  indaungerofdeath, 
file  went  to  vifite  him,  and  putting  on  his  apparcll,  a- 
bode  in  his  place,  whileft  he  beyng  clothed  in  hir  gar- 
men  tesfaued  him -felfe  . Zenobia  Queene  of  Armenia,  zenobU, 
feeing  hir  husband  %^amifks  flie  from  a battell  , and 
not  beyng  able  to  follow  him  bicaufellie  was  great  with 
childe,befought  him  to  kill  hir.  Which  when  he  thought 
tohaue  done,  flie  was  ftriken  downe  with  the  bloweofa 
fworde  : but  being  taken  of  the  enimie  and  through- 
ly healed,  Tyridates  the  king,  who  had  vanquiflied  hir 
husband , maried  hir  afterward  for  the  great  loue  that 
was  in  hir  . The  princeife  loued  hir  husband  « t 

(iyFbradat^fowcli  y that  when  he  died  in  Cyrus  campe, 

(lie  flue  hir  felfe  vpon  hisbodie  . <iArtemtfia  Queene  of  jYumiF<u 
Caria,  for  the  great  loue  flie  bare  to  hir  husband  that 
was  dead , dranke  all  the  allies  of  his  bodie , meanyng 
thereby  to  be  his  iepulchre.  When  lulia  the  wife  of  Pom-  lulU. 
fey  fa  we  a gowne  of  hir  husbandes  all  bloodie  wherewith 
he  had  offered  fome  facrifice,  flie  imagined  that  he  was 
flayne,  and  fo  died  prefcntly  after.  When  T^orcia  the  wife  voma, 
o£ "Brutus  heard  of  hir  husbandes  death  , and  perceiued 
that  hirkinsfolkes  tookeaway  all  meanes  of  killing  hir 
felf,flie  drew  hote  burning  coles  out  of  the  fire, and  threw 
them  into  hir  mouth,  which  flieclofedfo  faft,  that  fliee 
was  choked  thereby  . Sulpitia  beyng  carefully  reftrai-  sMtU, 
ned  by  hir  mother  lulia  from  feeking  hir  husband  Len^ 
tulus  in  Sicilia  , whither  hee  was  baniflied,  fliee  went 
thither  beyng  apparelled  like  a flauc,  banifliing  hir  felfe 

LI  iiij  volun- 
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voluntarily  rather  than  fiie  would  forfake  hir  husband. 

and  wife  to  Antonim,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  iiiiurie  that  hir  husband  offered  vnto  hit  in 
preferring  before  hir  a Queene  that  was  nothing  foyong 
or  faire  as  fire, bare  fuch  great  loue  towards  him,  that  fet- 
ting  afide  al  intreatie  of  hir  brother, (he  would  neuer  leaue 
hir  husbands  houfe,but  ftil  brought  vp  his  children  by  his 
firftmariage  as  carefully  as  if  they  had  been  hirowne. 
Moreouer  (he  fought  by  all  means  to  reconcile  thofe  two 
emperors, faying,that  it  was  an  vnworthy  thing,  that  two 
fo  mightie  princes,  the  one  for  the  cuil  intreatie  of  his  (i- 
fter,  the  other  bicaufe  he  was  bewitched  by  a wicked  wo- 
man,(houldwarre  one againft  another.  As  this  vertuous 
princes  had  taken  hir  iourncy  as  far  as  Athens,  where  (he 
ment  to  take  fliipping,  & to  feeke  out  hir  husband  being 
then  in  w^ar  with  the  Parthians,  bringing  with  hir  fouldi- 
crs,mony,furniture,  & other  munitions,  he  fent  hir  word 
that  (lie  (hould  paffe  no  farther,but  (lay  for  him  at  Rome. 
This  (he  performed,  and  fent  him  all  the  aboue  named 
things, not  feeming  at  all  to  be  offended  with  him . VVher- 
as  he  in  the  mean  while  skorned  hir,fporting  himfelf  with 
Cleopatra  in  the  fight  and  knowledge  of  allmen,and  after- 
ward delt  worfe  with  hir  when  the  warrewas  begunne 
between  him  and  AugaFim.^or  he  fent  a commandement 
to  OFlauia  at  Rome  to  go  out  of  his  houfe,  which  (lie  pre- 
fently  obeied,  albeit  (lie  would  not  therefore  forfake  any 
of  hir  husbands  children,  but  w^ept  and  bewailed  hir  mif- 
hap  which  had  brought  hir  to  be  a principal  caufe  of  that 
ciuill  warre.e^r/^jthe  wifeof  Cecinm,  followed  in  a little 
boate  vnto  Rome  hir  husband,  who  was  taken  prifoner 
bicaufe  he  had  borne  armes  againfl:  the  emperour  Cku- 
diits . Being  there  condemned  to  die,  (lie  would  haue 
borne  him  companie,  but  that  hir  Tonne  in  lawe  and  hit 
daughter  ftayed  hir . When  (lie  fawe  that,  (he  ffrake  hir 
head  fo  hard  agaynft  the  wall  , that  (he  fell  downe  a- 
mazed  : and  beyng  come  to  hir  felfe  agayne,  fayde  vnto 
them  : You  fee  that  you  can  not  hinder  me  from  dy- 
ing cruelly,  if  ye  ftay  mee  from  a more  gentle  death. 
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They  being  aftonifhed  at  the  fad , andat  hir  words,  fufFe- 
redhir  to  do  what  (lie  would:  who  then  ran  to  the  place 
where  hir  husband  was , and  (kwe  hir  felfe  firft,  after  (he 
had  rpoken  thuscourageoufly  vntohim.  I am  not,Cm». 
na,  forietor  that  which  is  done,  but  bicaufe  the  race  of  thy 
litemuftend.When^if»(rc4  was  condemned  to  die  byAV-  Thcmanneret 
and  had  libertie  to  chufe  what  kind  of  death  he  would 

ni=‘ 1-  f > death. 


he  caufed  his  veines  to  be  opened  in  a bath  ■ His  wife  Pan-  Valina. 

of  hir  owne  accord  did  the  like  to  hir  felf  in  the  fame 
bath,  mingling  togither  their  blood  fora  greater  vnion 
and  coronation  oftheir  long  and  perfedloue  . Whereof 

Nero  being  aduertifed,  prefcntly  commanded  that  hir 
veines  (hould  be  rtopt , conftraining  hir  thereby  to  Hue  a 
itt  e ongerin  continuallgriefe  . Hi])parchia,zvery  {me  Hhpanhia. 
tk  rich  woman , was  fo  farre  in  loue  with  the  Philofopher 
Crates, who  wis  hard-fauoured  and  poore.that  (he  maried 
him  againft  all  hir  kinsfolks  minde , and  followed  him 
throughout  all  the  couptrie , being  poorely  apparelled  & 
bare(9ote,after  the  Cy nick  fafliion . Tifia  feeing  hir  huf-  vifis, 
band  pine  a way  daily  through  agreatand  (Irange  difeafe, 
which  he  had  concealed  from  hir  oflong  time,  hauing  at 
the  length  knowledge  thereof, and  perceiuingitto  be  in- 
curable,the  was  mooued  with  pitie  for  the  euill  which  he 
iuftered,whom  (heloued  better  than  hir  felfe : andthere- 
vpon  counfelled  him  with  great  courage  to  alfwage  his 
griete  by  death.and  the  better  to  ftirre  him  vp  thereunto, 

Ihe  offered  to  beare  him  companie.  Whereunro  hirhul^ 
band  agreeing,they  imbraced  each  other,  and  caft  them- 

lelues  headlong  into  the  fea  from  the  top  ofa  rocke.The 

"ing  o Perfia  taking  prifoner  the  wife  oi Pandoerus,whQrc\  P.mdocnis  wift 
hehad  vanquifliedand  (laine, would  haue maried  hir.But 
ilie  flew  hir  felfe  after  (lie  had  vttered  thefe  words  : God 
forbid,  that  to  be  a Queene , I iliould  euer  weef  him  that  ' 
bath  beene  the  murderer  of  my  deerc  husband  T^aitdoe- 
rus.  C47»wd,aGreeki(liwoman,ofthe  countrie  of  Ga-  Comma, 
latia,bare  fuch  loue  to  hir  husband,  enen  after  his  death 
that  to  be  reuenged  of  a great  Lorde  called  Wiv , who 
had  put  hir  husband  to  death , that  he  might  marrie  hir, 
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flic  gently  denied  him  at  the  fir  ft  when  he  became  a futer 
vnto  hifjbut  after,in  procefte  oftime,ftie  confented  ther- 
vnto  . When  they  were  come  to  theTemplcof  Diamto 
folemnize  the  mariage, before  the  aultar  flie  powred  forth 
a little  of  that  driiike , which  flie  had  prepared  in  a cup, 
and  drinking  part  thereof,  (he  gaue  the  refidue  to  Sj/mrix 
to  drinke.  The  liquor  was  made  of  water, honie,  and  poi^ 
fon, mingled  togither , When  (lie  faw  that  he  had  drunke 
all,  (lie fetched  a great  and  loudgrone,  andvringreue- 
rence  towards  the  GoddeCTe , fayd  vnto  hir ; I call  thee  to 
witnes,  thatihauenot  ouer-liued  SimtHstny  husband, 
for  any  other  intent  than  to  fee  this  daie  : neither  haue  I 
enioyed  any  good  orpleafure  in  all  this  time,  wherein  I 
haue  finceliued,  but  only  in  hope,  that  one  daie  Ifliould 
beabletoreuenge  his  death  , which  being  nowe  perfoiir- 
med  by  me , I goechcerefully  and  with  loy  vnto  my  huf- 
band.  But  as  for  thee  moft  wicked  man  (quoth  (he  to 
Synorix ) take  order  now  , that  thy  friends  and  kinsfollces, 
in  fteede  of  a wedding  bed, prepare  a buriall  for  thee ; And 
fo  within  a little  while  after,  both  of  them  ^etided  th'eit 
daies  . the  wife  of  Torqmtw,  loued  hir  hiif- 

band  fo  feruently , and  was  fo  forowfull  for  his  ablence, 
that  for  one  yeeresfpace,  wherein  he  was  gone  vpon  a 
voyage , (he  neuer  went  out  of  hir  houfe , nor  looked  out 
of  hir  windowe  . We  read  that  many  women  of  Lacede- 
monia,  when  their  husbands  were  condemned  to  die  (or 
confpiring  againft  their  countrie , came  one  euening  clo- 
thed in  blacke  to  the  prifon , vnder  colour  to  take  their 
finall  farewell  of  them  : and  changing  their  apparell,they 
couered  their  husbands  with  their  vailcs,  who  went  out 
and  lefttheir  wiuesin  their  place,  which  fuftaining  the 
punilhment  due  to  others,  were  beheaded , contrarie  to 
humanitie,  not  without  great  patience  (hewed  on  their 
behalfe.  Hiftories  are  plentifull  in  Ihewing  the  great  louc 
of  women  towards  their  husbands  . Yea , I will  not  be  a- 
fraid  to  fpeake  it, men  are  farre  inferior  vnto  them  in  per- 
feaion  of  loue  . Wherefore  we  will  conclude  that  it  is 
eafier  for  them  to  be  dutifull  to  their  husbands , whome. 


Of  the  dutie  of  the  Head  of  a familie. 

as  wc  haue  alreadie  fayd , if  they  lone , efteeme , and  ho- 
noiir , no  doubt  but  they  are  the  chiefe  caufe  of  all  peace 
and  concord  in  their  families,  and  of  the  profperous 
fuccefleof  their  houOiold  affaires,  to  the  quietnes  and 
eontentation  of  their  happie  life,  and  to  the  immortal! 
praife  and  honour  of  their  good  name. 

The  eftde  of  the  twelfth  dates  vporki. 


THE  THIRTEENTH  DAIES 
WORKE. 


Of  the  dtitie  of  the  Head  of  a familie  iv  other  parts  of  the 
houfe,  namely,  in  the  Tar  entail,  (J\Uifhrlie,and 
PoJJejforiepart.  Chap.^p, 


lingahoufe  well,  is  one  of 
the  chicfeft  partes  of  poli- 
‘cie , which  is  the  art  of  skil- 
ful! gouerning  a great  mul- 


titude of  nien  , The  reafbn  is , bicauiea  Towne  or  Ci- 
tie  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  affemblie  of  manie  families 
and  houfes  togither , which  will  be  verie  hardeforone 
onelie  man  to  order  well  and  iuitlie  , if  he  knowe  not 
howe  to  fet  that  order  in  his  familie,  which  is  necefla- 
rie,  and  to  guide  it  with  found  reafon  and  true  pr  udence. 
Moreouer,  when  families  are  well  gouerned,  nodoubt 
butitgoeth  weU  with  the  Gommon-wealth,  as  we  fee. 


that 
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loufhold. 

i.Tim.5.8. 


Ofthcdutic'„i‘: 

that  the  whole  bodie  is  in  good  helth,  when  euery  feueral ' 
member  doth  his  duck  . Nowe  that  we  haiie  confidered 
particularly  of  that  which  concerneth  the  firft  and  prin- 
cipal! part  of  a houfcjand  of  the  mutuall  dutie  of  the  huf- 
band  and  wife^  I thinke  ( my  Companions^  we  are  to  be- 
gin ne  this  daks  worke  withinftruding  our  felues  in  that 
which  the  head  of  a familie  ought  tokeepe  and  obferue 
in  other  parts  of  his  houfe,metioned  before  by  vs,  name- 
ly, his  children,  feruants,  and  polfelTions , feeing  we  are 
taught  by  the  Apohle,  that  he  which  prouideth  not  for 
hisowne,  and  namely  for  them  of  his  houlhold,  denieth 
the  faith, and  is  woorfe  than  an  Infidell . 

A M ‘A  N A.  Euery  houfe  muft  be  ruled  by  the  eldeft, 
as  by  a king,who  by  nature  commandeth  ouer  euery  part 
of  the  houfe,  and  they  obey  him  for  the  good  prefcruati- 


on  thereof. 

Aram.  Euery  man  by  right  (^faith  Homer)  hath  rule 
ouer  his  wife  and  children, and  he  is  not  woorthy  to  haue 
any,  that  wanteth  fufticienc  vertue  and  prudence  togo- 
uernethem  well . Go  to  then  (A  c h i t o B^letvslearne 
of  thee  what  bclongeth  to  the  parts  of  a houfe  now  meiv 
tionedbyvs. 

A c H I T o B . ^mch arjls jOWQ  ofthe  wife  men  of  Gre- 
cia,faid,that  a houfe  is  not  to  be  called  good,  bicaufe  it  is 
well  built,and  of  good  ftuffe,  but  men  muft  iudge  thereof 
by  that  which  is  within, & which  belongeth  to  the  houfe, 
v/hatmaketha  as  namely, by  the  children, wife, & feruants;  with  whome, 
lc°d being  wife  and  well  qualified , if  the  father  oi  a familie 
**  communicateth , andimparteth  of  that  which  he  hath, 

whether  it  be  in  the  bottome  of  a caue,or  vnder  the  ftiade 
of  a bough,  he  may  be  faid  to  dwell  in  a good  and  happk 
houfe.  Therefore  it  is  no  fmall  happines  and  feliatie  lor 
them  that  are  called  to  thegouernment  ofa  familie,w'hen 
they  fee  it  wife  and  well  nurtured  in  euery  part.  Butas 
neruesand  finewes  , being  the  inftrumentsof  fence  and 
motion, proceede  and  are  deriued  from  the  head  , which 
by  them  infufeth  into  all  parts  of  the  bodie,  the  z^nimal 
fpirite,  without  which  the  bodie  could  not  exercifeany 
‘ naturall 
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naturallfiindion  offence  and  moouing : fothepartsofa 
houfe  commonly  receiiie  the  habite  of  manners  and  con-  Aiieood  order 
ditions  from  the  father  of  a family, as  from  the  head  ther- 
of : but  then  efpecially,  when  he  is  prudent  and  wife,  and  the  herd  ofSc 
imploieth  his  care,  diligence,  and  induftrie  thereupon. 

Therefore  a good  houfliolder  mufl  beginne  the  right  go-  where  a 
uernment  of  his  houfe  at  himfelf,  by  letting  his  houfliold  K’S™** 
fee^that  he  is  prudent,chaft,  fober,  peaceable,  but  chiefly  hSJfewdL 
religious  and  godly : asalfo  by  bringing  foorthplentifull 
fruits  of  his  dutie  towards  thofe  that  are  vnder  his  charge. 

For  as  the  anger  and  threatnings  of  the  head  of  a familie 
aftoniflieth  his  children  and  fcruants,  fo  his  good  workes 
harteneth  them  on  to  do  well.  Now,bicaufe  there  is  vari- 
etie  of  houfes,  whole  difference  is  commonly  taken  from 
the  goods  and  abilitieof  men  , which  abound  to  fome, 
and  are  wanting  to  others,  I will  propound  heere , as  my 
purpofe  and  meaning  was  before,  a meane  houfe,  in  all 
pointes  perfect , and  as  we  vie  to  fa^ , neither  poore  nor 
rich,from  which  notwithftanding  both  great  and  fmall 
maydrawinftruaionfortheirgouernment.  Wehaueal- 
readielcene,  that  a houle  is  diuided  into  fbure  partes, 
whereof  the  coniugall  or  wedlocke  part  hath  beeneal- 
readie  handled  by  vs.  Now  we  muft  confider  of  the  other 
three,!  meane  of  the  Parentall.Maifterlie,  and  Poflefforie 
parts . And  I thinke  it  will  be  beft  to  follow  that  order 
which  is  molt  vfuall  in  the  perfeftion  and  progrefleof  Theprogreflt 
manage,  and  in  the  accomplilhmentofa  houfe,  which, 
both  before  and  after  the  confummation  of  mariage,  is  pcrfc^on. 
firft  compounded  of  the  goods  and  wealth  of  men  : next 
of  men-feruants  and  maid-feruants : and  laftly,it  is  made 
abfolute  and  perfed:  by  thofe  children  which  God  fen- 
deth . The  Poflefforie  part  then  is  that  which  we  call 
mpoueable  goods,  immooueables,  and  fuch  goods  as 
mooueofthemfelues . This  part  ofa  houfe  fas 
laitn;  belongeth  lo  to  Oeconomie , thatit lliould  be- 

fore  it, and  feme  it,to  the  end  that  viduals,  and  othlir  ne- 
ceflarie  goods, might  not  be  wanting  in  the  houfe;  wher- 
inotherwife  ffaith  the  fame  Philofopher)  a man  can  not 

liue 
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liucjinuchlefle  Hue  well . Forasinartsthathauethcirli- 

mits  determined,  it  is  neceffary  that  conuenient  and  pro- 
per inftruments  be  had  to  finifti  their  woorke:  fomuftit 
Goodsarein-  be  in  Oeconomie , in  which  goods  are  inftruments  fer- 
"■  uing  to  maintaine life  :_and  to poflefle goods,  is  nothing 
mauicenance  of  butto  haue  a multitude  of  inftruments  leruing  that 
. - aiftion  wherein  life  confifteth  . VVe  may  diuide  all  thefe 
Twofonsof  goods  into  two  principall  kindes : namely , into  thofe 

goods.  that  come  from  the  father  to  the  fon  by  fucceffion,  which 

we  call  Patrimonie,and  thofe  that  are  gotten  by  induftrie 
and  labor.  Itis  the  dutie  of  the  father  of  a familie  to  pre- 
ferue  that  for  his,which  his  prcdeceifors  left  him, to  haue 
vvhaun««aa  the  vfe  thereof  oudy  as  they  had  and  to  vfe  them  well,  as 
fatherofafami-  a faithful  gatdian  and  difpofer  of  thofe  goods  whicn  vjoa 
oood? giucth  for  the  fuccour  & profit  of  his  creatures.  Yea,from 
that  day  wherin  he  taketh  a wife , & much  more  when  he 
hath  children  ,-he  muft  thinke  that  he  is  no  more  Lord  of 
his  goods, but  onely  a Tutor:  & that  if  they  (liould  be  wa- 
fted or  loft  through  his  negligence,he  were  no  lefte  faulty 
than  he  that  fliouldfteale  them.  Secondly,  he.muften- 
creafe  his  patrimonie  by  trauel,carc,&  good  husbandry  : 
he  muft  get  goods  for  his  familie,  by  iuft  & ciuill  meanes, 
obferuing  decencie  and  honeftie  in  all  things.  After  the 
firft  funaions  of  a holy  & chriftian  dutie,  which  are  to  go 
before, & to  be  ioined  infeparably  to  al  the  adions  of  life, 
as  elfe-where  we  haue  handled,  & flial  fee  more  heerafter : 
Sn^^oods.  find  two  forts  of  getting, the  one  natural,  the  other  ar- 
” ° tificiall . The  naturall  way  confifteth  in  pafturing , or  fee- 

ding of  cattell,in  tillage, in  hunting  & fiaiing,vnto  which 
we  may  fay, that  an  honeft  praie  and  bootie,  agreeable  to 
nature,is  ioined, if  it  bcpraftifed  in  iuftandlawfull  wars. 
Heerunto  alfo  is  referred  the  vent  and  fale  ofhis  increafe, 
that  thofe  things  which  are  fold,  and  whereof  we  haue  a- 
bundance,  may  procure  vs  from  elfe-where  fuch  other 
things  as  we  want « The  artinciall  kind  of  getting, confi- 
fteth in  workes , artcs , handicrafts , trafiicke , and^ 
Thccndofam,  chandize,  cxcrcifed  fot  gainc  . The  end  of  which  kind  of 

fciences.and  pcttiiis  oucht  to  bc  afwcll  pubfikc  profile  as  priuatc  . 
trafficke.  fa  o . Therefore 
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® Therefore  whatfoeuer  is  grounded  vpon  domeftical  pro- 

■3  fiteonelyinthisfecond  fortofacq^ifidon,istobeauoi- 

:;^  ded  and  mifliked  . For  whereas  it  was  firft  brought  in  of 

'i  neceffitie  to  helpe  men  to  Hue , this  were  craftily  to  turne 
it  to  another  ende , and  to  applie  it  onely  to  one  priuate 
mans  gaine,  not  without  the  oppreffing  and  detriment 
of  our  neighbour , for  whofe  benefite  a man  muft  labour 
no  IcjTethanforhis  owne  . Amonglt  filthie  gaines,  V-  Eicirgvruriea 
furie  ismoftto  be  mifliked  andmoft  deteftable,  which 
the  Hebrewes  call  biting,  and  which  doth  notonelye 
gnaw  the  debtor  to  the  bones, but  alfo  fucketh  out  all  the 
blood  and  marrow  from  the  bones,engendring  monie  of 
monie , con  trade  to  nature , and  to  that  intent  for  which 
moniewas  firft  broughtin:  namely,that  exchange  might  whymomewas 
be  made  of  fiich  things  as  are  vneafieto  be  tranfported,  andifed""** 
and  that  thecommoditieof  trafficke  might  be  continu- 
ed for  publike  profite . Nowe  a daies  there  is  no  trade  fo 
common,  asthat  ofvfuric : although  it  be  altogither  re- 
prooued  by  the  la  wes  of  God  & men.Andfurely  wehaue 
a goodlie  cloake  to  couer  the  fliame  thereof,  I meane  the 
name  of  * intereft,  or  profite  of  monie , when  as  it  hath  * Th®  queftion 
beene  alwaies  vnpleafantin  the  fight  of  God,  who  for- 
biddeth  all  kindeof  vfurie  whatfoeueritbe,  and  there-  ^nfonbo* 
fore  it  ought  not  to  haue  any  place  amongft  men  that 
Hue  vprightly  .There  was  a lawe  amongH  the  ancient  AnancientUw 
Grecians  and  Romanes,  which  forbaddeall  vfurie  fur-  vfurie. 
mounting  one  pennie  for  a hundred  by  the  yeerc , and 
they  called  it  Vnciarie  Vfurie.  If  any  Vfurer  tooke 
greater  profite,  hee  was  condemned  to  reftore  foure- 
fold:  bicaufe  (as  Cato  fayth)  they  fudged,  that  a Vfu- 
rer was  a more  wicked  and  vile  man  than  atheefe,who 
was  condemned  but  in  double  as  much.  Againe , this 
lawe  was  fince  that  brought  to  ahalfe-peniea  yeere  a- 
mong  the  Romanes,  and  not  longe  after^ Vfurie  was 
cleane  ta,kcn  awaie  by  the  lawe  Genutia,  bicaufe  of  v-^ 
fuali  feditions  .which  arofe  through  the  contempt  of 
lawesconcerning  Vfurie,.. tiWhereupon,  we  may  note, 
that  what  moderation  foeuer  is  appoynted  in  Vfurie,  if 

men 
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men  be  fuffered  to  take  neuer  fo  little, they  will  afcend  to 
thehighcft  degreeofall.  Therefore  we  muft  conforme 
Exod.ri.ij.  our  fellies  to  the  law  of  God, which  taketh  away  all  liber- 
Dcut.13.19.  tie  heerein  fo  plainly  from  vs,that  it  cannot  be  called  into 
qiieftion.  Concerning  arts  exercifcd  for  gaine,  although 
there  are  fomc  of  them  very  vile  and  contemptible , yet 
thofe  alfo  after  a fort  refped  publike  profite . But  thofe 
arts  wherein  there  is  more  prudence,  or  no  fmallcom- 
moditie , as  Phificke , Architefture , and  other  points  of 
knowledge  in  liBerall  arts  and  fciences , are  honeft  and 
fecmely  for  them  that  exercife  them  according  to  their  e- 
ftate.Now  in  all  thefe  diuers  forts  of  getting , and  in  ma- 

f ny  others  about  which  men  are  but  too  diligent,husban- 

husbrndrie°  dtie  is  very  comrfiendable,yea,  nothing  is  more  fruitfull, 
nothing  more  pleafant,  nothing  more  woorthie  and  be- 
leeming  a free  man , and  nothing  more  agreeable  to  na- 
ture.We  will  note  therfore  touching  this  part  of  a houfe, 
called  Poffefforie,Ehat  it  belongeth  to  the  dutie  of  the  fa- 
ther ofafamilie  to  attend  diligently  to  his  houfe, careful- 
ly to  prouide  for  his  familie  whatfoeuer  is  needfull  & ne- 
ceifarieforit,  andtopreferueforthe  famethat  which  is 
already  gotten,onely  by  well  vfing  the  poffelfion  therof. 
This  is  that  which  is  fignified  by  tlK  Greeke  wordexf*^- 
wh»t  good  huf-  Qj.  good  husbandrie  : which  is  as  much  to  fay,  as  in- 

faandrieis.  dufttic  in  getting  goods , and  difcreete  gouernment  in 
fpending  them  to  good  purpofe . And  truly  he  that  hath 
no  care  ouer  his  goods  and  houftiold , will  be  eafily  per- 
fwaded  to  Hue  vniuftly,  and  to  take  that  which  belongeth 
to  another.For  floth  and  vnwillingnes  to  do  any  thing, is 
the  beginning  and  wel-fpring  of  all  iniufficc.  And  fo,whi- 
left  a good  father  of  a family  laboreth  to  profit  euery  one, 
he  muft  alfo  be  carefull  for  himfelfe  and  his  . Let  ys  now 
ofthcMaiftcr-  gome  to  the  fecQod  part  of  a houfe,  called  the  Maifterlie 
part , which  comprehendeth  vnder  it  men-feruants  and 
maid-feruants.Ifprudence  and  reafon  are  moft  neceflary 
in  all  parts  of  houfe-keeping, their  effeds  are  well  woorth 
the  noting,and  to  bedefired  inthis  part,of  which  we  will 
now  intreate  .For  power  and  authoritie  are  ofthemfelues 

too 
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toofurlieand  imperious  in  him  that  knoweth  iiothow 
to  repreife  them  wifely : yca^  they  are  eafily  turned  into 
intollerablearrogancie  , if  the  bridle  of  reafon  reftrainc 
them  not.Therfore  feeing  we  line  in  a free  countrie,wher- 
in  the  ancient  abfolute  power  of  life  & death  oner  flaues 
hath  no  place,  they,  to  whome  God  hath  granted  this  fa- 
uour  to  excell,and  to  goe  before  others,  whether  it  be  in 
gifts  of  nature,  or  in  graces  of  the  foule,  orotherwifein  «crtowardshis 
the  goods  of  Fortune, they, I fay, muft  in  no  wife  contemn 
thofe  that  feeme  to  hatie  beene  forgotten  and  ftripped  of 
all  thefc  good  things  . Befides,afather  of  a familie  muft 
confider,that  he  ruleth  not  flaues,but  free perfons.Ther- 
fore  he  muft  vfe  their  feruicc , although  not  franckJy  for 
nothing , yet  as  that  which  commeth  from  a willing  and 
free  mind,not  dealing  roughly  with  them  vpon  euery  oc- 
cafion,  but  rather  handling  them  gently,  as  the  creatures 
of  God  made  after  his  image  : feeing  the  pooreft  man  is  ’^epooreaud 
created  for  the  felfe  fame  principal  ende  that  the  migh-  creaSL'^one 
tieft  and  richeft  is.cx/Wf?^//?  granteth  this,  that  although  end. 
a Maiftcrisnot  bound  in anie refped  to  his  Vaffaile,fo 
farrefoorth  as  he  is  a Vaffaile,  yet,  bicaufe  flaues  are 
inen , he  is  of  opinion , that  all  lawes  of  humanitie  ought 
to  be  kept  wdth  them.  What  then  ought  we  to  doe  to 
fuchasfubmit  themfelues  freely  vntovs,  to  whome  alfo 
we  are  vni ted  and  linked  by  chriftian  charitie , as  to  bre- 
thren and  inheritoiH*s  of  thefame goods  and promifes .? 

And  yet  we  fee  that  maifters  fall  into  bitter 'anger,  crie  AgrrinfiTigorous 
out,  offer  outrage,  vfe  violence,  and  lay  handesof  their 
feruantsvpon  fmallor  nooccafionatall , as  if  they  were 
vnreafonablecr^tures,  yea  handling  them  woorfe  than 
they  doe  their  Srute  beaftes.  That  this  is  true,  we  fee 
not  one  of  them  but  he  hath  great  care  that  his  horfes 
be  well  fed , dailie  looked  vnto  ,harneifed  and  decked . 

Befides,he  taketh  great  heedethat  they  be  not  tyred, 
nor  oucr-Jaboured  : but  as  for  their . feruants , they  nei- 
ther fpare  nor  comfort  them  one  whit , nor  haue  any  re- 
fped  to  their  cafe  and  reft.  For  mine  owne  part , I thinke 
that  fuch  maifters  deferue  rather  to  befeazed  vpon,  as 

M m i mad 
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mad  men , than  admoniihed  as  fociable  perfons . I wi(h 
Two  properties  therefore,  that  euery  maifter  of  a hoiifchad  thefe  two 
Ser?'*"*  properties  in  him;  namely , that  with  all  clemencie  and 
meekenes  he  w'ould  vfe  the  feruice  & obedience  of  them 
that  are  vnder  him,  by  confidering  of  them  with  reafon, 
and  by  looking  rather  to  the  good  atredion  and  defers 
of  his  feruant,  than  to  the  great  and  profitable  feruice, 
which  he  draweth  from  him  . The  other  point  is,  that 
the  maifter  vfing  the  fweate  and  feruice  of  his , Ihould  not 
feeme  to  be  difpleafed , teaftie , or  hard  to  content , but 
rather  alwaies  thewe  foorth  a gentle  kinde  of  tauour  and 
curtefie , or  at  leaft  afeuere  familiaritie  , feafoned  with  a 
chcercfull  and  metric  countenance  . Whofoeuer  (liewe 
themfelues  to  be  fuch  men,  befides  the  glorie  which  they 
fliall  obtaine  by  being  taken  generally  for  gentle  and  cur- 
teous  men , their  houftiold  feriiants  will  loue  them  the 
more , and  will  reuerence  them  as  their  fathers,  not  ftan- 
dingin  fuch  awe  and  feareofthem  , as  men  commonly 
doe  of  intollerable  tyrants  . Morcouer , as  this  aifembly 
of  a maifter  and  of  feruanrs  tendeth,  as  euery  other  foci- 
etie  alfo , vnto  fome  good  end , the  maifter  hauing  regard 
to  that  which  concerneth  him  and  his  houfe , and  his  fer- 
uants  to  the  hope  of  profite  and  commoditie-,order  muft 
scTuunts mufi  taken , that  they , which  haue  with  all  carefulnes  dif- 
Sed^fthdr^ay.  charged  their  dutic  , and  yeelded  that  fidelitie  and  dili- 
gence that  is  requifite  to  their  fuperiour , be  not  defrau- 
ded of  the  price,  reward,  hire, and  defert  of  their  trauels. 
For  if  we  thinke  it  great  villanie  to  rob  another  man , let 
vs  efteeme  it  nothing  lefieto  keepe  backe  the  fruiteof 
life,  and  to  defraud  the  labours,  perils,  watchings , and 
exceftiue  cares  of  our  feruants , in  n^  recompencing 
them.  Therefore  concerning  this  part  of  a houfe , called 
the  Maifterlie  part,  we  will  note  this,  that  as  the  Ancients 
made  their  flaues  free , thereby  to  drawee  from  them  vo- 
luntarie  and  vneonftrained  feruice , and  to  deliuer  them- 
felues of  that  feare  anddiftruft,  which  they  alwaies  had 
of  their  flaues , accounting  that  prouerbe  true  ; many 
enimiesas  flaues:  fo  ought  we  to  bring  vp  and  to  nouriih 
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our  hired  and  mercenary  feruants, which  ferue  vs  in  thefe 
daies  with  a free  and  liberall  kind  ofloue^by  dealing  gra- 
tioufly  with  them , by  perfwading  them  with  reafon,and 
by  rewarding  them  liberally : and  this  will  induce  them 
to  ferue.honour,  and  efteeme  vs , as  if  our  wealeand  woe 
were  wlioly  common  with  them . The  laft  part  of  the 
hoiife  remaineth  nowe  to  be  intreated  of , which  is  the  ,, 

perfedion  thereof,  and  is  called  the  Parentall  part, com-  p^rtofahoufe 
prehendingvnderitjthe  Father  and  Mother,  or  one  of 
them , with  the  children  . The  head  of  a familie  (^iaith  ^4- 
commandeth  oner  wife  and  children , but  ouer 
both,  as  free  perfons , and  yet  not  after  one  and  the  fame 
manner  of  commanding,  but  ouer  the  wife,  according  to  Svcmc  co" 
gouernment  vfedin  a popular  Hate,  and  ouer  thechil-  mandin^ouev  a 
dren, royally  or  Prince-like . This  commandement  ouer  children, 
children, is  called  royall,  bicaufe  he  that  begettech,  com- 
mandeth  by  loue,and  by  the  prerogatiue  of  age,  which  is  ^hc  word  Fa- 
a kmdof  kinglie commanding.  Therefore  Ff.««-calleth 
the  father  of  Men  and  of  theGods,thatiskingof 
all.  For  a king  mull  excell  by  nature , and  mull  be  of  the 
lamekind,  as  it  is  with  the  aged  in  refpe<S  of  theyoonger 
fort,  and  with  him  that  begetteth,  in  regard  of  his  child, 
ouer  whome  he  ought  tobeascarefull,  asakingisouer 
his  (ubiedes . Vnto  this  part  of  the  houfea'Fatherof  a 
^ carefull  eye  , bicaufe  heereuppon 
chiefly  dependeth  the  honour  and  quietnes  of  his  houfe, 
and  the  difcharge  of  his  diitie  towardes  God  and  his 
countrie:  namely , by  making  his  children  honell  and 
or  good  conditions  , As  the  delire  and  pricke  of  na- 
ture (layth  X)M^driueth  vs  forward  to  beget  children: 
lo  IS  it  a tellimonie  ot  true  loue  andcharitie,  to  bring 
them  vppe,  and  to  intreate  them  after  a free  manner 
and  to  inftrua  them  well . Therefore  a Father  of  a fa- 
milie  lhall  fatisfie  his  dude  concerning  this  parte  of  a 
houfe,  by  the  good  education  and  inftruftion  of  his 
children  , and  byexerciling  them  in  vertue  . For  man- 
ners and  conditions  are  qualities  imprinted  in  vs  by 
longe  trade  of  Dune  , and  vertues  are  gotten  by  cu- 
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ftome,care,and  diligence  . Heereafter  we  are  to  confider 
more  amply  and  particularly  of  the  inftrudion  of  youth, 
and  therefore  at  this  time  we  will  content  our  felues  with 
the  giuing  of  certaine  generall  precepts , woorthie  to  be 
diligently  obferued  of  euery  good  father  of  a familie  to- 
wards his  children  . For  in  vaine  (^fayth  Tkto)  doth  he 
hope  for  a harueft , that  hath  beene  negligent  in  Towing. 

I fay, he  muft  be  paifing  carefull , and  imploie  all  pofhble 
labour , that  his  children  and  youth  may  be  well  inftruc- 
fced^coJi^of  ted,  bicauTcthey  are  the  feede-corne  of  thccitie  : info- 
the  Common-  niuch  that  catef  till  heed  is  to  be  had  euen  of  their  words, 
wealth.  geftures , fportes , and  other  adions , that  nothing  may 
leade therri vnto vice . Forotherwifeif  no  reckoningbe 
made  of  this  age,  a man  fliall  labour  no  leflein  vaine  to 
prefcribe  good  lawes  for  them  afterward , than  the  Phi- 
fition  doth  that  miniftreth  plentie  of  medicines  to  a dif- 
eafed  partiethat  keepethno  diet  at  all ..  Thebeftgifces 
Thegiftsofna-  Qf  nature , if  they  be  not  well  trimmed  and  looked  vn- 
S.'r'rupter"'  to , becomc  naught  at  the  firft , and  afterward  paffing 
•euill  .Therefore  a father  of  a familie  ought  not  to  be  more 
carefull  of  anie  thing  than  of  the  bringing  vp  of  his  chil- 
dren, according  to  whofe  good  or  euill  education,  the 
whole  houfe  will  be  gouerned.  This  firft  ^inftitution  of 
their  life  from  the  firft  age,  is  called  difcipline  ^ which  by 
little  and  little  leadeth  the  fpirite  of  the  childe  to  the 
loue  of  vertue , euen  of  that  vertue , whereby , beeing 
come  to  mans  cftate , he  knoweth  both  howe  to  com- 
mand , and  howe  to  obeie , and  to  followe  after  nothing 
but  that  which  the  lavve  commandeth  and  affirmeth  to 
be  good  . The  vices  of  children  are  fwi^des  which  pafTe 
through  the  hartes  of  their  Fathers  , who  are  for  the 
mofte  parte  the  cauie  of  them  through  their  negligence 
in  corre^ing  them  , and  ouer-great  libertie  which  they 
graunt  to  this  age  that  needetha  ftayc  and  bridle, yea 
fpurres,  whereby  to  bee  broken  and  made  tradable, 
as  men  vfe  to  deale  with  yoonge  Cokes  . Therefore 
T L A T O faydc,  that  it  is  not  incur  owne  power  to 
caufe  our  children  to  bee  borne  fuche  as  wee  woulde 

hauc 
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hauethem,biityetthatir  lieth  in  vs  to  make  them  good. 
Whereunto  this  will  bea  good  meane,  iffrom  their  yong 
yeeres  we  imprint  in  their  harts  a loiie^feare,  & reuerence 
of  vs.  For  if  thefethinges  concurre  not  togitherin  the 
childes  hart , he  will  neuer  yeeld  due  obedience  to  his  fa- 
ther. that  a prudent  father  was  better  to 

be  liked  than  a cholerike,  bicaufe  prudence  feruethto 
procure  lone  and  good  will  in  thofe  that  ought  to  obey: 
whereas  choler  maketh  them  odious  that  command^and 
xaufeth  their  admonitions  to  profite  but  little  . For  this 
caufe  AriHotle  requircth  perfe(5lion  of  Morall  vertuein  a 
-father  of  a familie,  faying  : that  his  office  is  a kind  of  buil- 
ding,& that  reafon  is  as  it  were  the  builder,  by  whome  he 
guideth  & bringeth  that  Oeconomical  worke  to  his  per- 
ied:ion.  And  in  deede  the  Ancients  tooke  great  paines  in 
teaching  their  children  themfelues,  not  fuffering  them  to 
be  farre  from  their  prefence  during  their  youth  ; bicaufe 
they  iudged(and  that  vpon  good  reafon}that  fon-Jike  re- 
ipedt  &loue  were  good  pricks  to  driue  them  forward  to 
theftudieofvertue.  Andnodoubtbntifaskilfull  father 
would  execute  this  dutie  ofinftruding  his  child  in  know- 
ledge and  learning,  he  would  conceiue  and  take  it  a great 
dcale  better  of  him  than  of  any  other.  Therefore 
fortius  Cato  would  needs  befchoole-maider  to  his  owne 
children, which  inftitution  didgreatly  auaile  them,  not 
10  much  bicaufe  he  was  CatOy  as  bicaufe  he  was  their  fa- 
ther whofe  vertue  they  imitated.  IhUhs  adopted  his 

nephew  brought  him  vp  himfelfe . Which  did 

him  fb  much  good,that  being  come  to  theempire,hewas 
called  for  his  goodnes.  Hcalfo  performed  as 

much  afterward  to  his  nephews  Lucim  & C^/^,whome  in 
like  maner  he  had  adopted.  and  all  the  fa- 

thers^inftruaed  their  children  themfelues;and  God  com- 
manded the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernes  to  teach  their  chil- 
dren theJawe,  which  themfelucshadreceiued  from  their 
•fathers  . To  thispurpofean  ancient  man  faid,  that  it  was 
the  greateh  floth  that  could  be,for  a man  to  be  negligent 
towards  his  children , & to  teach  them  nothing.  Great 
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heede  therefore  muft  be;  taken , that  they  be  not  left  to 
the  gquernment  of  their  ow-ne  fantaficy  confidering  that 
youth  is  very  tender  to  re/ift  vice, and  of  it  felfe  vncapable 
Prou.15.13.  coiinfell . With-holdnot  (^faith  the  Wife  man)  co'rreBion 
Co'r^eMou'nc.  child:  for  in  fniting  vptth  the  rod  ^ thotiPjdtdelitier  his 

ceitariefor  chil-  foulefom  helLHe  that Ipareth  his  rodjhatethhis  fonne^hnt he  that 
Eccius  30.8.  l-oncth  him .challeneth  him  bctime . As  an  vntamed  horfe  be- 
9.11.12.  commeth  fierce  : fo  achildfuftredtodo  whathe  lid-jWax- 
eth  rebellious.  If  thou  bring  vp  thy  Ton  delicately,  he  fhall 
make  thee  afraid  ; & if  thou  play  with  him,  he  ftiall  bring 
theeto  heauines  . Giuehim  nolibertiein  his  youth,  and 
winke  not  at  his  follie  . Bow  downe  hisnecke  while  he  is 
yoong,and  beate  him  on  the  (ides  while  he  is  a child,leaft 
he  waxc  ftubborn,&  be  difobedient  vnto  thee,6i:  fo  bring 
forowe  to  thine  hart . And  yet  I would  not  that  fathers 
ihould  be  oner-fliarpe  & hard  to  their  children',  not  bea- 
seueririemuft  ring  with  any  fault  in  them. But  as  Phifitions  mingling  & 
bcmingiedwith  ftecping  thcir bitter  drugs  with  fome  fweete  iince , haue 

to  make  apaflage  forprofite  through 
chUdren.  the  middeft  of  pleafure fo  muft  fathers  internaingle  the 

fliarpnes  of  their  reprehenfions  & eorredions  with  the  fa- 
cilitie  of  clemencie,  & fomtime  let  loofe  a little  the  bridle 
to  the  defires  of  their  children , fo  that  they  wander  not 
far  from  that  which  becommeth  them . Againe,they  muft 
by  & by  let  downe  the  button,  & hold  them  hard  in  with 
the  bridle,  but  yet  fupporting  gently  and  patiently  their 
' faults  committed  through  youth,&  not  of  malice.  And  if 
it  be  fo  that  they  cannot  but  be  angry,at  the  leaft  let  their 
anger  be  prcfently  appealed  . For  it  is  better  that  a father 
(liould  be  quickly  angry  (although  that  be  an  imperfedi- 
on)  fo  that  he  be  foone  pacified , than  flowe  to  anger,and 
hardly  brought  to  forgiue.But  if  a father  be  fo  feuere  that 
he  wil  forget  nothing,  & be  neuer  reconciled,  it  is  a great 
argument,  that  he  hateth  his  children  . A nd  then  he  ma- 
keth  himfelfe  vnwoorthy  offo  excellent  & diuine  a name, 
(hewing  foorth  effeds  cleane  contrary  therunto ; wheras 
parents  commonly  louc  their  children  too  much  ,&  vie 
towards  them  rather  too  much  lenitie,than  iuft  feiient^. 
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Oh  how  the  father  ((‘Aixh  Sefrecafpcoking  of  one  that  thruft 
his  fon  out  of  his  houfe)  catteth  off  hie  Ims  with  great  griefe^ 
how  many  fighes  he  fetcheth  in  cutting  them  off,  how  earnefllj 

he  wijheth  t o haue  the  againe  in  their  ace  f Moreouer, fathers 
muit  haue  a fpecial  care, that  they  commit  no  fault,nor  o- 
mit  any  thing  appertaining  to  their  dutie,to  the  end  they 
may  be  liuely  examples  to  their  children,  that  looking  in- 
to their  life, as  into  a cleare  glafre,they  may  abftaine  after 
their  example  fro  fpeking  any  thing  that  bringeth  ihame. 
Againe  w'e  know, that  all  thole  fathers  which  lead  an  euiil 
life,lcaue  not  to  themfelues  any  courage  lb  much  as  to  re- 
prooue  their  llaues  onely,fo  faroffare  they,that  they  can 
iiankly  chide  their  children.  And,which  is  woorft  ofal,by 
their  naughty  life  they  are  vnto  them  in  Heed  of  maifters 
& counfellors  ofil-doing.  For  where  old  men  are  lliame- 
les, there  it  mull  needs  be,thatyoong  men  become  impu- 
dent & graceles. Fathers  therfore  mull:  ftriuc  to  do  what- 
focuer  their  dutie  requireth,that  their  children  may  waxe 
wile  and  well  qualified.  This  we  may  comprehend  in  fewe' 
words; namely,if  they  bring  them  vp  wd  in  their  infancy/ 
& let  them  haue  due  corredion  in  their  youth. Which  two 
things  being  negleded  of  fathers,  the  faults  of  their  chil- 
dren are  for  the  moftpart  iuftly  imputed  vnto  them 
die  Pried  was  not  punifiied  for  any  fin  which  himldfe  had 
committed,  but  bicaufe  he  winked  at  the  fins  of  his  chil- 
dren . We  read  m theflorie  of  the  Heluetians  or  Switz^ers^  of  the 
ittdgement  of  a tyrant  condemned  to  deaths  where  order  was  taken 
float  the  execution  ther eff  jhould  he  done  by  the  father , who  was 
the  caufe  of  his  euiil  education : that  he  might  come  to  his  death  by 
the  author  of  his  life, and  that  the  father  might  in  fomejort  be  pu-- 
nijhedfor  his  negligence  v fed  towards  his  child,  Moreoiier,they 
that  haue  many  children, mufi:  be  pafiing  careful  to  bring 
them  vp  in  mutuall  friendfiiip,  caufing  them  to  giue  each 
to  other  that  honor  and  duty,vnto  which  nature  bindeth 
them,and  Qiarpely  chaftifing  thofe  that  in  any  refped:  of- 
fend therin.TheEphoryesofLacedemonialong  finceco- 
dened  a notable  citizen  In^awery  great  fum^when  they  vn- 
derltood  that  he  ftiffted  two  of  his  childrS  to  quarel  toi^i- 
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ther.Thc  beft  meane^, which  I find  to  auoid  fo  great  an  e- 
uilljis  to  loue  and  intreat  them  all  alike,  and  to  accuflom 
them  to  giue  honour , dutie , and  obedience  one  to  ano- 
ther according  to  their  degrees  of  age.They  muft  remoue^ 
from  them  al  partialities,and  not  fuffer  them  to  haue  any 
thing  feueral  or  diuided  one  from  another^that  as  it  were 
in  one  hart  and  will  all  things  may  be  common  amongft 
them.  Example  heerof  was  that  good  father  of  afamilie 
jclfM  Ttthero,  who  had  fixteene  children  ofhis  owne  bo- 

die,  all  of  them  maricd,  and  dwelling  all  inonehoufe 
with  their  children , and  lining  with  him  in  all  peace  and 
concord.  For  the  conclulion  therefore  of  our  prefen  t dif- 
courfe,we  learne,that  a father  of  a familie  mulibegin  the 
gouernment  of  his  houfe  with  himfelfe , and  become  an 
example  to  his  of  all  honeftie  & vertue  .That  he  mu  ft  not 
negled  the  care  of  prouiding  goods,&  neccfiarie  nieanes 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  familie , remcmbring  alwaies  ■ 
that  in  nothing  he  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  that  feemeli- 
nes  and  decencie  , which  dutie  hath  limited  Sc  prefcribed  * 
vnto  him.Thathe  ought  todoue  & to  intreat  his  feruants> 
curteoufly , putting  away  threatnings  (as  it  is  faid  in  the 
- Eph.^.9,  Scripture)  and  knowing  that  both  their  and  his  maifter  is 
in  hcauen,with  whom  there  is  norefped  of  perfons.  And' 
for  the  laft  point , thatit  belongeth  to  his  dutie  to  bring 
* c vphischildren  in  theholie  inftrudion  and  information 
of  the  Lord,not  prouoking  them  to  wrath, that  God  may 
be  glorified,  and  he  their  father  may  reioicein  the  pre- 
fence of  his  friends , and  that  his  countrie  generally  may 
receiue  benefit, profit,and  commoditie. 

Of  the  dutie  of  cbildre'/t  towards  their  parents:  of  the 
mutuallloue  that  ought  to  he  among  brethren: 
of  the  dutie  offermnts  towards  their 
mai^iers* . Chaf  i^O, 

Achi-X  TPonaday  when  one  faid  in  the  hearing  of 
T O s.  \/  Theopomptes  king  of  Sparta,  that  the  eftate  of 
y thatcitie  wa$.pr^feruQdinfuch  flourilhing 
< manner. 
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maner^bicaufethe  kingskne\i^  how  to  command  wd,  the 
prince  replied.that  it  was  not  fo  muchfor  thatcaufcjas  bi- 
caufe  the  citizens  knew  how  to  obey  well.  And  to  fpeake 
the  truth^to  obey  wel^as  alio  the  vertue  of  commanding}  obedience  is  a 
is  a great  vertue, and  proccedeth  from  a naturc,wlnch  b^ 
ing  noble  of  it  felfe^is  holpen  by  good  education.  There- 
fore ^r/i?^//<ffaid,  thatit  wasnecefTarie  that  he  which  o- 
beieth  fliould  be  vertuous  as  wel  as  he  that  commandeth . 

Now  feeing  we  haueintreated  ofthe  dude  of  a father  and- 
hpd  of  a familie,exercifing  his  office  vpon  all  the  parts  of 
his  houfe,letvs  nowcondder  ofthe  dude  and  obedience- 
that  is  requifite  in  feruauiits  and  children,and  ofthe  mu- 
tuall  and  reciprocal!  amitie  which  ought  to  be  betweene- 
brcthren,defirous  'to  preferuethe  bond  of  Oeconomical 
focictie  in  a happieeffate. 

.As  ER.  (faith  the  Scripture;  Col.3.10.' 

all  things : for  that  is  well  pleajingvnto  rise  Lard.  Honor  thy  father  Eph^.x.  * 
(which  is  the  drftcommaundement  with  pro-  obedience  to 
mife)  that  it  may  be  wellwith  thec,andthat  thou  may eTi  line  hna  , 

an  earth,  ^ ^ 

A M A N A.  tFho  fo  honoreth  his fat  her, his finnes  fyallhe for-  Ecclus.34“5’, 
gitsen  him, and  he  (hall  ahftaine  from  them,  and {hall  haae  his  daily 
de fires.  And  he  that  honour  ethhts  mother, is  like  one  that  gat  he-  i.Pet.z.^  8. 
reth  treafure ..  AndjatsferHamts  be  fribieU  to  your  mailers  with  obedience  to 
all  feare,  not  onely  to  the  good  and  curteoHsJbut'alfo  to  thefroward. 

Let  vs  then  heare  Aram  difeourfe  more  at  large  of  that 
which  is  here])ropounded  vnto  vs. 

A=r  A M.  Nature  (faith  ‘T^intark^i  and  the  law  which  pre- 
ferueth  naturejhauegiuen  the  frit  place  of  reuerence  and  Hcuerenceto 
honor  after  God, vnto  the  father  and  motherrand  men  can'  ^ext he 
notdoany  feruice  more  acceptable  to  God,~than  graci-  norductoGod; 
oufly  and  louingly  to  pay  to  their  parents  that  begot  the, - 
and  to  them  that  brought  them  vp,  the  vfurie  of  new  and 
olde  graces  which  they  hauelcnt  them:  as  contrary  wife, 
thereisnofigneofan  Atheift  niore  certaine,  than  for  a A token  of  an 
man  to  fet  light  by, and  to  offend  his  parents.  The  father 
is  the  true  image  ofthe  great  and  foueraigne  God,  the  v-  a father  is  the- 
niuerfall  father  of  all  things,  as  TrocM  the  Academike 

faid. 
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faid.  Yea  the  child  holdeth  his  life  of  the  father  next  after 
God.and  u'hatfoeuer  elfe  he  hath  in  this  world . Therfore 
a man  is  forbidden  to  hurt  others,  but  it  is  accounted 
great  impietie  and  facriledge  for  a man  not  to  (hew  him- 
felfe  ready  to  doe  and  to  fpeake  all  things,  I will  not  fay, 
whereby  they  can  receiuc  no  dirple3fure,but  wherby  they 
may  not  receiue  pleafure . And  in  deed  one  of  the  greateft 
good  turnes  that  we  can  do  to  thofe  of  whom  we  are  def- 
cendedjis  not  to  make  them  fad.  Which  cannot  polTibly 
be  done,  if  God  the  leader  and  guide  to  all  knowledge 
difpofeth  not  the  mind  to  all  honeft  things.  The  children  of 
Ecclus.3  .i.z.  vrifdome  are  the  Church  of  the  right  eoti^, and  their  offpring  is  obe~ 
dience  and  lone.  Children  Joeare  the  iudgement  of  your  father^nd 
do  thereafter, that  you  may  be  fife.  For  the  Lord  nill  hane  the  fa- 
ther honored  of  the  children,  and  hath  confirmed  the  authoritie  of 
the  mother  oner  the  children . He  that  honoureth  hi^  father  /hall 
hone  ioy  ofhk  owne  chiliren,  arid  when  he  maketh  hi4  prayer  he 
Jhall  be  heard.  He  that  honour eth  his  father  fijall  haue  a long  life, 
and  he  that  is  obedient  to  the  Lord,  Jhall  comfort  his  mother . He 
that  feareth  the  Lord,honoreih  his  parents,  and  doth  firuice  vnto 
his  p irents,as  vnto  Lordes.  Flonor  tly  father  and  mother  tn  deede 
and  in  word,  and  in  all  patience,  that  thou  mayesl  haue  the  blejfing 
of  God, and  that  his  blejjing  may  abide  with  thee  in  the  ende . For 
the  blejfing  of  the  father  eliablifheth  the  houfes  of  the  children, 
the  mothers  curfe  rooteth  out  the  foundations.  Helpe  thy  father  in 
his  age,andgrieue  him  not  as  long  as  he  liueth.(*yLnd  if  his  vnder^ 
Jlandingfaile,  haue  patience  with  him,  and  defpifi  him  not  when 
thou  art  in  thy  full jfrength.  For  the  good  intreatie  of  thy  father 
fnall  not  be  forgotten,  but  it  Jhall  be  a fortrejfe  for  thee  again  ft 
jinnes.  In  the  day  of  trouble  thou  fialt  be  remembred,  thy  finnes' 
alfo  Jhallmelt  asvay,  as  the  ice  in  faire  weather.  He  that  frfi.keth 
his  father  fhallcome  to  Jhame,  and  he  that  angreth  his  mother  is 
cur  fed  of  God.  By  thefe  holy  fpeeches  we  fee  how  we  ought 
Tfacfi&com  loue,honor,  reuerence,  and  feare  our  parents  . This  is 
mandemcaton-  Comprehended  vndcr  the  firft  commandementofthe  (e- 
ly  cond  table,  and  this  only  of  all  the  ten  articles  of  the  De- 

calogue  beareth  his  reward  with  him  ; albeit  no  recom- 
h?'x6.z.  pence  is  due  to  him  that  is  bound  to  do  any  thing, namely 

by 
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by  fo  ftrafght  a bond  as  tljiSjwherof all  lavrcs  both  diuine 
and  humane  are  f ull,and  the  lnw  of  nature  alfo  doth  plen- 
tifully inftrud  vs  therein,  as  it  hath  been  diligently  ob- 
ferued  of  very  Infidels,  Ethnikes,  and  Pagans  . Amongft 
the  Lacedemonians  this  cuftome  tooke  place,  that  the 
younger  fort  rofe  vpfrom  their  feates  before  the  aged. 

Whereof  when  one  asked  the  caufe  of  Telencri^ , It  is 
(quoth  hee)  to  the  ende  that  in  dooing  this  honour  to 
whomit  belongeth  not,  they  Qiouldlearne  toyeeld  grea- 
ter honour  to  their  parents  . The  arrogancie  of  a childe 
was  the  caufe, that  one  of  the  Ephories  publilhed  the  law 
of  Teflaments,  whereby  it  was  permitted  to  euery  one  ThefawofTe- 
from  that  time  forward  to  appoint  whom  he  would  his 
heire.  1 nislawe  ferued  well  to  make  children  obedient 
and  fcruiceable  to  their  parents,  and  to  caufe  them  to  be 
afraid  of  difpleafing  them  . Among  the  Romanes  the 
childwasnotadmittedtoplead  his  fathers  will  after  his 
death  by  way  of  ad  ion,  but  onely  by  way  of  requeft,  v-  children  mfghc 
ling  very  humble, honourable, and  reuerent  fpeech  of  his 
dead  father,and  leaning  the  whole  matter  to  the  difcreti-  ofafiionbucof 
on  and  religion  of  the  Judges . Contend  not  with  thy  fa- 
ther  (faid  the  wife)  although  thou  haft  iuft  caufe 
of complamt . And  therefore  Teleucrtdi  aunfwered  aptly 
to  one,  who  complained  vnto  him,  that  his  father  al- 

waycs  fpake  ill  of  him : If  (quoth  he)  there  were  no  caulc 

to  fpeake  ill  of  thee  he  would  not  do  it.  So  that  it  belon- 
gcth  totheduetieof  a childe  to  beleeue  that  his  father 
hath  alwayes  right,  and  that  age  and  experience  hath  in- 
dued him  with  greater-knowledge  of  that  which  is  good, 
than  they  haue  that  are  of  yoongcryeeres  , l^htlehhm 
faid,  that  although  wc  could  not  pollibly  render  the  like 
good  turnes  to  our  parents,  norfatisHe  thofe  obligati- 
ons by  which  we  ftand  bound  vnto  them,  yet  we  muft 
doe  the  beftwe  can  vnto  them  : we  muft  intreate  them 
curteoufly  and  louingly,  and  not  go  farre  from  them ; we 
muft  harken  vnto  their  inftruaions,  and  be  obedient  Theduf  of 
to  their  commaundementes  : wee  muft  not  gaine-fay  children^ 
their  deliberations  and  wils,  no  more  than  the  will  ofpaTett''' 

God, 
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God,  whether  it  he  that  we  are  to  depart  from  them,  or 
to  tary  ftill,or  to  enter  into  fomc  calling  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  God  : we  muft  not  (land  in  contention  with  them 
whe  they  are  angry,but  fuffer  and  be^re  patiently,  if  they 
threaten  or  corred.vs  . And  if  they  be  offended  with  vs 
• when  we  thinke  there  is  no  caufe  why,yet  we  muft  not  lay 
vs  down  to  reft  before  we  haue  by  all  kind  of  honeft  fub- 
Humiiitieto^  miffions  appcafcd  them . Humilitie  is  always  commenda- 
moftcSmmcn.  ble,but  cfpecially  towards  our  parents.  The  more  we  a- 
dabie.  bafe  our  felues  before  them,  the  more  we  cncreafe  in  glo- 

ry and  honor  before  God  and  men  .This  is  very  badly  put 
in  vreatthisday,whentlie  fonnedoth  not  onely  not  ho- 
nor hisfather,but  euen  diflionoreth  him,  and  is  afliamed 
ofhim.  Heisfo  farre from  louing  him,  that  he  rather  ha- 
•The  defcri  >aon  teth  him, fo  farre  ftom  fearing  him,  that  contrary  wife  he 
of  a difobcdi-  mocketh  and  conremneth  him  : and  in  ftead  of  feruing 
.cnt  chiide.  obeying  him,he  rifeth  vp  and  confpireth  againft  him . 

If  he  be  ahgry,he  laboureth  to  anger  him  more*:  brieflie, 
fcarce  any  dutie  of  a child  towards  his  father  is  feene  now 
a daies.  And  if  fome  print  therof  be  found  in  any  towards 
his  father, yet  i s it  cleane  put  out  in  regard  of  the  mother: 
as  if  he  that  commanded  vs  to  honour  our  father  did  not 
-Themothcris  prcfently  fay,  afjd thy  mother j vnto  who  in  truth  we  owe  no 
.hoio^Jcdfhaa  Icffe  honor,  refpe(5i:,and  obedience,than  to  our  father,  as 
thc/ather.  well  ill  regard  of  the  commaundement  of  God,  as  of  the 
vnfpeakabje  paines  and  trauell  which  flie  fuffered  in  bea- 
ring and  bringing  vs  into  the  world,in  giuing  vs  fucke,  & 
innouridung  vs.  But  alas,  what  lhall  we  fay  ofthofe  that 
fpoile  their  parents  of  their  goods',houres  and  commodi- 
ties, and  define  nothing  more  than  their  death,  that  they 
-may  freely  enioy,  euen  that  which  oftentimes  their  pa- 
rents haue  purchafed  for  them  } O execrable  impietie ! It 
is  vnwoorthy  to  be  once  thought  vpon  amongft  vs,  & the 
iudgementofGoddoth  ofitfelfefufhcientlyappeere  vp- 
on fuch  curfed  children.  Whofe  bchauiour  that  it  may  be 
more  odious  vnto  vs, let  vs  learn  of  Tittacits,  that  our  chil- 
.dren  will  be  fuch  towards  vs  as  we  haue  been  towards  our 
.parents.  But  let  vs  be  more  afraid  to  prouoke  our  fathers 
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infiichfort  through  our  defaulcvn to  wratli^  that  in  fkad 
of  blefTing  vs,thcy  fall  to  curfe  vs. For  (as  T/ato  raith)there 
is  no  prayer  which  God  h^areth  more  willingly  than  that 
of  the  father  for  the  children.  A nd  therfore  fpecial  regard 
is  to  be  had  vnto  the  curfings  arid  bkffings, which  fathers  S c^urfinTof 
lay  vpon  their  childre.  Which  was  the  caufe  (as  the  (crip-  parents  towards 
ture  teacheth  vs)  that  children  in  old  time  were  fo  iealous  “ 

one  of  another,  who  fliould  cary  away  the  fathers  blef-''aig?t?' 
ling,  and  that  they  ftoode  in  greater  feare  of  their  curfe* 
than  of  death  it  felfe . Tori]fU!tKs  the  yonger  being  bani-  Tarymm.. 
Ihed  from  his  fathers  houfe,  flue  himfelfe  for  grief  there- 
of. And  to  alleage  another  example  out  of  the  writings 
ofauncient  men,  oftheloue  which  they  bare  to  their  fa- 
thers, that  of  the  fecond  fonne  of  Demetr-ins, 

is  moft  woorthy  to  be  noted.  For  when  his  father  beyng, 
prifoner  fent  him  worde  by  one  ofhis  acquaintaunce  to 
giue  no  credite,  nor  to  make  account  of  any  letters  from 
him,  ifit  fo  fell  outthat5’f/<f»««,  whole  prifoner  he  was, 

Ihould  compell  him  thereunto  , and  therefore  that  he 
Ihould  not  deliuer  vp  any  of thofe  townes  which  he  held, 

(iAntigonHi  contrarywife  wrote  to  Selemut,  that  he  would 
yeeldvpvntohimallthelandeshe  hadvnder  his  obedi- 
ence,  and  would  allbhimlelfe  become  his  pledge,  if  he  fvuaiti* 
would  deliuer  his  father  . We  may  not  here  pafle  ouer 
u'ith  lilence  the  rare  example  of  daughter-like  pietie.with 
which  all  the  painters  in  the  world  haue  fet  foorth  their 
foience,  Imeane  ofthe  daughter  that  gaue  fucke  to  hit 
father  who  was  condemned  to  die  of  that  auncient  and 
vfuall  pumfliment  of  famine  , which  neuer  fulfereth  a 'v^rSshirfa- 
found  man  to  pafle  the  feuenth  day.  Tl>eiai!ourefpying 
this  afte  ofpietie  gaue  notice  thereof  to  the  magiftrates, 
which  beyng  knowen  to  the  people,  the  daughter  obtai- 
ned pardon  for  hir  fathers  life  . Moreouer,  feeyng  we 
muff  labour  to  obey  and  to  pleafe  our  parentes  in  all 
things,  it  is  certaine  that  noaftion,  giftor  difoofition  in 
vsis  more  acceptable,  orcontenteth  them  better  than 
to  lee  good-will , and  an  afliired  andeertaine  friendfhip 
among  brethren . Which  may  eafily  be  knowen  by  thefe 

contrary 
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contrary  fignes.  For  if  parents  are  offended  when  their 
children  o&r  wrong  to  a feruant  w'hom  they  loue,  and  if 
hartie  old  men  are  grieued  w'hen  no  account  is  made  of  a- 
dog  or  horfe  bred  in  their  houfe,  and  are  vexed  whe  they 
fee  their  children  mocke  & defpife  thpfe  palHmes,ftories, 
and  other  fuch  like  things  w hich  they  fomtime  loued,  is  it 
likely  that  they  could  patiently  abide  to  fee  their  children 
whom  they  loue  beft  of  all^to  hate  one  another,  to  be  al- 
ways quarelling  one  with  another,  to  fpeake  ill  one  of  an 
other,and  in  all  their  enterprifes  & adions  to  be  diuided, 
and  fet  one  againft  another,  and  to  feeke  to  fupplant  and  . 
defeateachother  ? I think  no  man  wdllaffirmeit . There- 
fore contrarywdfe  we  may  iudge,that  thofe  brethre  w^hich 
loue  and  cheriQi  one  another,  w'hich  ioine  togither  in  one 
bond  of  felf-fame  wils.ftudies  & affedionSjthat  which  na- 
ture had  difioined  & feparated  in  bodies,  & laftly,  w'hich 
haue  all  their  talke,exercifes,  playes  & paftimes  common 
amongftthem,  they  Ifay  vndoubtedly  giue  occafion  to 
their  parents  of  a fw'eete  and  happy  contentation  in  their 
old-age  for  this  brotherly  loue  & friendfliip.For  no  father 
(JdXxhPlutarke)  euer  loued  learning,  honour  or  filuer  fo 
, much  ashedidhischildren  . And  therefore  they  neuer 

took  fo  great  pleafure  to  fee  their  children  good  orators, 
rich,  or  placed  in  great  offices  and  dignities,  as  to  fee  the 
loue  one  another.  To  this  purpofe  one  rehearfeth  that  A- 
^^oUoiUik . pollomda  mother  to  king  Eumenes  and  to  thFce  other  of:  his 
brethren,  accounted  hirfelfe  happy  as  (lie  faid,  and  gaue 
great  thanks  to  God,  not  for  hir  riches  or  principalitie, 
but  bicaufe  Qie  faw^  hir  three  yonger  Tons,  as  it  were  a gard 
to  their  elder  brother,  wdro  liued  freely  and  moft  fafelie 
in  the  middeft  of  them  wa'th  their  fwordes  by  their  hdes, 
and  their  iauelins  in  their  handes  . Contrary  wife,  when 
Xerxts,  Vlng Xerxes pcTcciuQdy  that  his  fonne  Ochpu\2.y  in  w'aite 

for  his  brethren  to  put  them  to  death,  he  died  for  dil- 
pleafure  thereof  . Therefore  Suriptdes  fayd  , that  warres 
betwxene  brethren  are  grieuous,  but  moftofall  to  their 
He  thaciiatcth  parents  : bicaufe  he  that  hateth  his  brother  and  cannot 
teth nccdcs  alfo  be  offended 
^ ’ * with 
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with  him  that  begate  him,  and  hir  that  bare  him.  Where- 
asgood  children  thatloue  one  another  for  the  loue  of 
I their  parents,  are  fo  much  the  more  prouoked  to  loue 

I and  honour  them  , faying  and  thinking  alwayes  with 

themfelues,  that  they  are  bound  vnto  them  for  manie 
caufes,  but  chiefly  in  regard  of  their  brethren,  who  are 
vnto  them  as  precious,  pleafauntand  gracious  an  inhe- 
ritaunce  as  any  they  could  receiue  from  them.  This  ment 
Homer  to  teache  vs  when  he  brought  in  Telemachm  rec-  Tekmachut, 
Koning  this  amongfl:  his  calamities , that  /p/piter  had  en- 
I ded  the  race  of  his  father  in  him,  and  had  not  giuen  him 

a brother.  Let  vs  not  then  doubt,  but  that  this  is  a cer- 
taine  demonflration  to  the  parents  that  their  childelo- 
ueththem,  whenheloiieth  his  brethren  . And  this  alfo 
ferueth  for  as  great  an  example  and  inflrudion  to  his 
children  to  loue  one  an  other,  as  any  can  be  . There- 
:i  fore  let  vs  vtterly  banifli  awaye  all  hatred  of  our  bre- 
thren, which  is  both  condemned  by  God  who  com- 
j mendeth  aboue  all  things  concord  vnto  vs,  and  alfb  a 
naughtienurfc  fortheoldeage  of  fathers  and  mothers 
and  a worfe  for  the  yongyeeres  of  children.  And  feein^ 

. weare  about  this  matter  of  brotherly  loue , fb  precioii? 
and  excellent,  whereunto  now  adayes  men  haue  fo  fmall 

regard,  I thinke  we  ought  to  infift  and  ftand  longer  vpon 

It,  andalleage  fome  precepts  and  examples  of  auncient 

men,  wrhereby  tojonfirmevsinitmoreandmore.  Firft 
nature  hath  bred  from  our  birth  in  regard  of  vs  the  be- T^  K ■ • 

ginning  and  occafibn  of  thisamitie,  and  hath  taken  a-  ofbroSy'"” 

way  from  our  iudgementall  former  motions  to  procure 

loue . Therefore  we  mull  beware  that  we  feeke  not  too 

exadly  after  the  faults  and  imperfedions  one  ofanother 

butcouer  & beare  with  them,bicaufe  they  are  ofour  own 

blood : knowing  that  no  mans  life  can  be  fincere  & clean 

fro  all  vice,  fo  that  we  were  better  to  fupport  thedomefti- 

cal  imperfedios  of  our  brethre,  tha  to  make  trial  ofthofe 

that  are  in  ftrangers.That  brother  (faith  /’W^that  war- 

reth  with  his  brother,  & feeketh  to  procure  a Granger  to 

rriend,feemeth  to  me  to  cut  olf  voluntarily  a meber  of  his 

owne 
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Thebenefite  belonging  to  him, that  he  may  apply  and  fafleft 

thaccommeth  to  that  placc  oiie  taken from  anothcr  mans  body  , We 
hlut'fcommL  note  alfo^that  nothing  more  preferueth  the  loue  of  bre- 
friends.  thren,than  to  haue  the  fame  common  mends  Forleueral 
familiaritiejconuerfation  & company  keeping  turneth  a- 
fide  & alienateth  them  one  from  another,bicaufe  thereby 


they  acquaint  themfelues  with  diuers  natures,  and  take 
pleafure  in  things  that  are  contrary  .But  there  is  a further 
. ^ matter  in  itFor  as  tinne  doth  foder  & ioine  togither  bro- 

ken copper,by  touching  both  ends  of  the  broken  pieces, 
bicaufe  it  agreeth  as  well  with  the  one  as  with  the  other : 
fo  a common  friend  ferueth  to  confirm, to  preferue,to  en- 
creafe  & to  reunite  their  mutual  friendihip  and  good-wii, 
when  \pon  light  occafion  fomtimes  it  is  as  it  were  in  dan- 
ger of  breaking.  Which  is  fo  much  the  more  to  be  feared, 
tnmiclebe.  as  it  is  Certain, that  all  enmitie  breedeth  within  our  foules 

tvveen  brethren  that  torment  vs,  but  efpecially  that 

vnnTtSr^  enmitie  which  a man  beareth  towards  his  brother, as  that 
which  is  moB  prodigious  and  againfi;  nature.  And  as  bo- 
dies that  were  once  ioined  togither,  iftheglewor  bande 
waxeloofe,  may  be  reioined  and  glewed  againe ; but  if  a 
naturall  bodie  breake  or  rent  afunder,it  is  hard  to  find  a- 
ny  foder  that  is  able  to  reunite  and  knit  them  well  togi- 
ther againe  : fo  thofe  mutual  friendfiiips,  which  we  con- 
r , tradvoluntarilywithfuchasarenotofkinneoralliedvn- 
ter  to  reconaic  to  vs,  if  petaduentute  they  fall  afiiuder  fometimes,  may 
ixethrcnonce  ^^fily  be  vudcrtaken  againe,  but  w'hen  brethren  are  once 
^aiicnacvari-  ^^d  fallen  from  that  loue  whereby  nature  doth 

necelTarilylinke  them  one  with  another,  they  are  hardly 
reconciled  againe  togither . And  if  they  be  friendes  a- 
gaine,  yetitis  alwayeswith  fome  diftruftand  fufpicion. 
Queftionles  it  is  impofiible  but  that  affaires  flx)uld  breed 
in  thefe  times  wherein  we  line  many  occafions  of  diflen- 
tion  and  debate  betvveene  brethren,  namely,  for  goods 
andfucceifions,  as  this  w'orde of  importeth,  and 

liluftbcha^u'^"  bringeth  with  it  diuifion,  euery  one  being  defirous  to 
thcmfciucsin  haue  his  owne  . But  herein  alio  they  mufi  fuffer  their 
UiX&goodf  matcers  to  fight  by  themfelues,  withoutaddingany  head- 
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ftrongpaflion,  coueroufnefle,  orcholer,  which  are  as  a 
hooke  that  taketh  hold  ofthem,  and  feekcth  to  fet  them 
togither  by  the  eares.  They  muft,  as  jt.were  in  a balance, 
confider  lomtly  togither  on  which  fide  right  and  equitie 
declmeth,andasfooneastheycanpolIible,  let  them  re- 
rnit  the  iudgement  and  deciding  of  their  controuerfies  to 
the  arbitrementoffome  good  men.  Yea,  a good  brother 
ought  rather  to  reioyceandto  boaft  that  he  hath  ouer- 
comeand  gone  beyond  his  brother,in  gracious  behauior. 
in  curtefie,in  voluntarily  giuing  of  place, & in  euery  good’ 
duue  towards  him,  than  in  the  diuifion  of  fome  goods. 

Now  let  vs  confider  of  Ibme  notable  examples  amongft 
theancients,  of  great  brotherly  loue.  Although  we  had 

learched  all  hiftories,  yet  could  we  not  finde  a more  me- 
morable a(a,or  woorthier  to  be  fetfoorth  at  this  day,and 
to  be  rather  followed,  elpecially  of  the  greater  fort,  who  Exampl  es  of 
quarell  for  their  poueffionsand  reuenues,than  that  which 
fell  out  betweene  the  children  of  Dmiu  monarch  of  the 
Perfians.  the  eldeft,  andJ^rwe/the younger 

beingin  great  ftrife  togither  forthe  fuccelfion  of  the  em- 
pire, ^eeldeftalleaged  his  birth-right,  theyonger,  that 
b^was  the  fbnne  of  daughter  to  Cyrns  the  great 

and  that  he  was  borne  fince  his  father  was  crowned  king’ 
a nd  fo  next  inheritour  of  the  kingdome  now  that  Camh.  ■ 

}es  was  dead  . Each  ofthem  had  great  confederates,  and 
mpy  Perfian  lordes  were  diuided  into  fadions  about 
this  matter.  But  Ariamenes  came  out  of  Media,  not  in  Ariment, 
armes  to  make  warre,  although  hee  had  greatemeanes 
thereunto,  but onely  with  his  ordinarie  traine,  as  one 
thy  purpofcd  to  purfue  his  right  by  way  o^uftice.  Xerxes  Xerxes. 
before  his  brothers  comming,  exercifedin  Perfia  all  du- 
ties  belonging  to  a king  : but  as  foone  as  his  brother  was 
arriued,  he  willingly  put  offhis  kingly  diademe  and  hat, 
and  went  out  to  meete  him  and  to  imbrace  him . After 
that  he  fent  prelents  vnto  him,  with  commaundement 
giuen  to  thofe  that  bare  them,  to  fay  vnto  him  in  this 
maner : Xerxes  thy  brother  honoreth  thee  now  with  thefe 
prelents,  but  if  by  the  fentence  and  iudgement  of  the 
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princes  and  lordes  of  Perfia  he  be  declared  kinp,  his 
will  is  that  thou  (liouldeft  bee  the  fecond  perfon  in 
Perfia  after  him  . ftAriamenes  returned  this  aunlvi'cre  : 

I receyue  ray  brothers  giftes  with  all  ray  harte  , and 
thinke  tliat  the  kingdome  of  Perfia  belongeth  to  me : 
but  as  concerning  my  brethren,  I will  glue  them  that 
di^nitie  and  honour  that  is  due  vnto  them  next  to  try 
felfe  and  to  Xerxes  firft  of  all  . Nowe  after  that  by 
thehr  common  confent  tArtabamts  their  vncle  had  de- 
cided and  brought  to  an  ende  their  controuerfie,  and 
adiudged  the  kingdome  to  Xerxes-,  tAriamenes  prelent- 
ly  arofe  from  his  feate  and  went  to  doe  homage  to  his 
brother,  and  takyng  him  by  the  right  hande , ledde 
him  to  his  royall  and  kingly  throne . From  that- ty  me 
forward  he  was  always  the  greateft  next  vnto  him,  and 

(hewed him-felfefo  well  affeded  towards  his  tight,  that 

in  the  Salamine  battellby  Sea  he  died,  fighting  vali- 
jinthAus  auntlie  in  his  feruice.  ^ntiochses  fiirnamed  the  riolie, 
makyng  warre  with  his  Elder  brother  for  his  part  in  Ac 
kingdome  of  Macedonia  , declared  euen  in  his  ambi- 
tion that  all  brotherly  lone  was  not  quite  extingui- 
(hed  and  cleane  put  out  in  him . For  in  the 
of  their  warre,  when  his  brother  Seleucm  had  loll  the 
battellwith  great  deftrudion  of  his  men,  andwas  lup- 
pofed  to  haue  been  dead  bicaufe  no  newes  vvas  heard 

and  clothed 

him-felfe  in  blacke,  and  fiiuttyng  vp  his  pallace  roj^ll, 

mourned  and  lamenteclverie  much  for  his  brother.  But 
beyng  afterward  aduertifed  that  hee  was  fate  and  found, 

. and  preparing  an  other  armie , hee  went  m open  lliewe 
from  his  lodiing  , and  facrificed  to  gods  by  way 
of  thankef-giuing  , cqmmaunding 
were  vnder  his  iurifdidion  to  offer  the-  lyke  facrifices, 
and  to  weare  Hattes  of  flowers  in  token  of  publique 
^ihentimHs.  ioye . the  Grxcian  hauyng  3 ®F  ® , 

der  than  him-felfe,  called  Zeno,  who  beyng  conuided 
of  a certayne  crime,  had  lofi  all  his  goodcs  by  confif- 
cation , parted  agayne  with  him  all  his  owne 
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and  gaue  vnto  him  the  iuft  halfe  . When  the  king  of 
Lydia  demaunded  of  Tittactu  whether  hec  had  anye  vUtuctu, 
goodes , yea  (quoth  hee)  twife  fo  much  more  than  I 
woulde  I had,  beyng  heire  to  my  brother  that  is  dead. 

The  loue  of  that  Perfian  woman  , of  whomc  Tltitarke  Grc«io«ofa 
inaketh  mention,  was  vcrie  great,  who  beeyng  asked  woman 
why  (hee  had  rather  faue  the  lyfe  of  hir  brother  than  Ecr!*"'' 
of  hirowne  Tonne  : bicaufe  (quoth  (lie)  I may  well  haue 
mo  children,  but  not  more  brethren,  feeyng  my  Father 
and  Mother  are  bothe  deade.  Howe  much  more  then 
ought  wetopreferre  our  brethren  before  all  other  our 
friendes  and  acquaintaunce  . For  many  may  bee  got- 
ten of  this  kinde,  and  others  if  thefe  fayle  : but  it  is 
no  more  polfible  to  get  a newe  brother.,  than  to  get 
an  hande  agayne  that  is  cutte  off,  or  an  eye  that  is 
plucked  out . zAgrippa,  brother  in  lawe  to  the  Empe- 
rour  (lAuguHtiSy  vfed  to  faye,  that  hee  was  greatlie  be- 
holding  to  that  fentence  of  Saluft,  Small  thinges  en- 
creafe  by  concorde,  but  periOi  through  difcordc  : bi- 
caufe It  procured  vnto  him  all  his  wealth,  by  feekyng 
to  liue  in  peace  and  friendfhip  with  his  brother  , and 

which  ScilHrm  leauyng  ScHurusieftPo. 
behind  him  foure-fcorc  male-children,  meant  to  teach  behind 
them , and  how  they  ihould  bee  inuincible  beyng  ioy- 
ned  and  vnited  togither,  by  offering  to  each  of  them 
a bundle  of  dartes  to  breake,  which  when  they  could 
not  doe,  he  brake  them  one  after  another  before  their 
eyes.  I woulde  further  enlarge  this  difeourfe  with  ex- 
amples of  the  loue  of  brethren,  fhinyng  greatly  in  ages 

notjthat  we  muft  herefpeake  fome-what  of  \ 

the  duetie  and  obedience  of  feruauntes  towards  their 
mafters,  according  to  that  order  which  was  propoun- 
ded vnto  vs  . This  wee  will  brieflie  comprehend  into 
loure  generall  poyntes  • The  firft  is,  that  they  mufte  The dutfe offer- 
be  prelt  and  alwayes  readie  to  put  in  execution  their 
mafters  will  and  commaundement  , and  to  doe  their  points, 
buhnefle  moft  diligently  , not  beyng  flouthfiill,  flacke 
and  negligent,  nor  doyng  any  thing  grutchingly . The 
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fecond  point  is,  that  they  muft  be  faithfull  vnto  them, 
not  beguiling  nor  defrauding  them  of  any  thing , nor 
affirming  that  before  their  faces  to  flatter  them  , which 
they  will  vnfay  behind  their  backes  . The  third  thing  is, 
that  they  muft  feeke  their  maftcrs  profite  and  commodi- 
tie  more  than  their  owne,  and  take  good  heede  that  no 
, harme,  lofle,  or  trouble  come  vnto  them . And  if  any 
<Toe  about  to  procure  any  fuch  thing,,  they  muft  vnder-  . 
take  the  defence  thereof  diligently,  euen  to  the  hazar- 
ding of  their  hues  if  neede  bee  . The  laft  point  which 
good  feruauntes  are  to  keepe,  is  to  vfe  a double  filence: 
the  firft  , that  they  replie  not  againe  to  their  maftcrs 
commaiindementes,  although  fometymes  they  fuppofe 
that  they  know  better  what  is  to  bedone  than  they  that 
commaundthem  . Thefecond,'thatthey  reuealenotto 
' others  their  mafters  fecretes,  nor  fowe  them  out  of  his  - 
houfe  . Tobefhort,  we  cannot  giue  them  better  inftru-  ^ 
dion  than  that  of  Saint  Paule,  faying  : Sermmtes  be  obe- 
C0I.3 .11.23.  diefjt  vnto  them  that  are  your  maflers  according  to  the  jiepje  in 
' all  things,  notwith  eje~firuice  as  men-pleafers,  but  in  Jingienes 
of  hart,  fearing  GOD.  u4ndwhatfoeuer  ye  doe,  doe  it  harti^ 
lie,  as  to  the  Lorde,  and  not  vnto  men,  J^owyng  that  of  the  Lord 
yeejhallreceiue  the  reward  of  the  inheritaunce  : for  yee  ferue 
the  Lorde  Chrifi . And  elfe-where  he  exhorteth  them  a- 
Tit  1 9 10.  fubieBto  their  maflers,  and  to  pleafe  them  in  all 

thinges  not  aunfwering  agayne , neyther  pickers , but  that  they 
fhewe  all q^oodfaithfulnejfe,  that  they  may  adorne  the  do^rine  of 
‘ GOD  our  Sauiour  in  all  thinges . Nowe  for  examples  to  all 
Hxampicsofthc  fcruauntes  that  are  defirous  to  efFed  their  dutie  towards 
loueofferuams  fhcir  mafters,  we  will  propound  two,  the  one  olde,  the 
other  of  late  yeeres,  which  giue  Efficient  teflimonie  of 
a fonne-like  rather  than  of  a feruile  affedion  . aAntoni- 
Hs  beyng  ouercome  of  tAuguftus,  and  difpairing  of  his 
Bros  the  feruant  fafetie,vrged  the  promife  of  Eros  his  feruancin  whom  he 
ofAntomus.  truftcd,  bicaufe  he  had  giuen  his  faith  long  before  that 
hee  would  kill  him  when  he  required  the  fame  at  his 
hands. But  the  feruaunt  drawyng  his  fword,  and  holding 
it  out  as  though  hee  would  haue  killed  him  , turned 

his 
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hisfaceon  the  one  fide,  andthruftin’ntohimfclfecleane 
through  his  bodie.  (Jilmrice  duke  of  Saxonie  beyns  in  Thefeniantof 
Hungane  againft  the  Turke  , and  walkinc  out  of  the  ‘’"ke 
campeonely  with  his  feruaunt,  was  fetvponV  certaine  '' 
Turkes,  andhishorfe  being  flaine,  he  was  throwen  to 
theground.  But  his  feruauntcaft  himfelfe  vpon  him,  co- 
uered  and  defended  him  with  his  bodie,  fuflained  and 
kept  backe  the  enimies  yntil  certaine  horfemen  came  and 
iaued  the  Prince,  but  died  himfelfe  not  long  after  beyng 
wounded  on  euery  fide.  Therefore  toende  our  prefent 
difcourfe,  letvs  learne,  that  it  is  a great  and  commenda- 
ble vertue,  and  befeeming  euery  good  and  gentle  nature, 
to  know  how  to  obey  well,  and  togiue  honour  and  fer- 
Hice  to  ^ofe  that  occupie  the  degree  of  fathers,  lordes, 
and  maftersouervs : as  alfo  to  loue  our  brethren  with 
an  indifloluble  loue,  to  rcuerence  one  an  other  the 
younger  honouring  the  elder,  and  the  elder  yeelding  all 
duetiesoffincereloueto  theyounger.  Letvsnotbeleflc 
^W,?/t>ie  curfe  repeated  fo  often  in  the  Saipture  a- 
gainftdifobedient  children,  than  the  auncients  were  of 
thatlawe  which  condemned  them  to  be  ftoned  to  death 
when  they  would  not  obey  the  voyce  of  their  Parents.nor  i 

harken  vnto  them  when  they  infiruded  them  : but  let 
vs  much  more  feare  that  puniflimen't,  which  will  conti- 
oneetr^^*^*  w^liere  there  will  be  weepyng  and  gnafiiing 
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reft. 


. • T X /"Henwe  intreatedoftheduetieof; 

Aram.  Vr  ^ father  of  a familie  towards  his  chil 

whpr«»i,  u ‘J;e">'*'efayd,  that  the  chief  mark, 
whereat  heoughttoaime,  was  to  make  them  honeft  anc 
good  of  condition,  which  was  to  be  performed  by  inftru. 
ttion  and  good  bringing  vp  in  the  knowledge  and  exer- 
cife  of  vertue.  Now  bicaufe  the  chiefe  foundation  oU 
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Thcchicffoun-  happv  life,  is  good  in{lru(5i:ion  begun  in  youths  fo  thst 

aadonofahap-  brought  vp  ( aS  ^lato 

‘ faith)  the  reft  of  his  life  cannot  but  be  good , we  ought 

as  I thinke  (my  Companions ) to  take  this  matter  a- 
caine  in  hand  to  follow  and  handle  it  more  at  large,  to 
the  ende  to  prouoke  Fathers  and  all  fuch  as  haue  au- 
thorise ouer  the  younger  fort,  to  bee  carefull  and  dili- 
gent in  the  well  ordering  of  the  feede  of  youth,  which 
is  the  fpring  and  roote  of  all  profperitie  both  publike 

and  priuate.  , 

A.  c H I T OB.  We  muft  not  (^faith  Pl^to^  be  more  care- 
A father  ofa  fa-  whatfoeuer,  than  of  the  good  education 

moft  wcfuii  to  of  children.  For  if  vpon  their  good  bringing  vp  they  be- 
brin|vphis  moderate  and  ftayed  men,  they  will  eafily  difcerne 

eueriethingthatis good.  Andifgood  wits  haue  like  e- 
ducation,  they  will  growe  from  better  to  better  euerie 

A s E R.  The  beginning,middle,and  ending  of  a hap- 
pielife  (faith  Plutarks)  conftfteth  in  good  education  and 
bringing  vp  . Butit  belongeth  to  thee  A m a n a to  in- 
ftru(ft  vs  in  this  fo  excellent  a matter. 

Am  AN  A.  As  a man  cannot  reape  good  wheate  ft  he 
Afitcompa,  hath  not  fowen  good  feede,  nor  gather  good  fruit  of  his 
rifon.  trees,  ifhe  had  no  care  at  the  beginning  to  dreffc  ^hem 

well,  nor  to  graft  them  with  good  fciences  afterward  : lo 
the  corruption  of  mans  nature,  which  ofit  felfe  is  more 
enclinedtoeuillthan  togood,  hindreth  vertue  from  ta- 
king fure  footing  and  roote  in  the  foules  of  > ft 
they  be  not  from  their  very  youth  well  and  diligently 

...  f inftruded,  ftirredvp,  and  pricked  forward  to  that  which 

* is  honeft  and  decent . And  truely  that  commonwealth 

commoD-vvclchs  is  moft  tniferable,  wherein  this  tillage  of  infancie  is  neg- 
leded.  For  from  this  fountaine  proceede  rebellions,  fe- 
ditions,  open  murders, contempt  oflawesand  comnian- 
dements  of  princes,  pollings,  briberies,  herefies,  and  A* 
theifme  . Therefore  nothing  was  more  efteemed  from 
time  to  time  among  the  auncients,  than  the  inftitution  or 
youth,  which  Pinto  calleth  Difcifhrje,  whereby  children 
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are  ledtothisreafon,  not  to  follow  any  thing  but  that 
which  the  lawe  commaundeth  and  alloweth  for  good. 
The  monarchic  of  the  Perfians , the  common-wealth  of 
the  Lacedemonians^  and  fince,  thatalfoof  the  Romans 
had  certaine  lawes  compelling  fathers  to  proiiide  that 
their  children  might  be  inftruded,  notfuffering  them  to 
be  caU  away  and  corrupted  to  the  detriment  ofthe  com- 
mon-wealth  . Amongft  other  lawes  there  was  one  cal- 
led Falcidm,  whereby  it  was  cnaded.that  the  child  ftould 
beadmonifliedforthefirft  offence,  chaftifed  for  the  fe- 
cond,  and  for  the  third  hanged,  and  his  father  baniflied 
as  If  he  had  been  partaker  in  the  fault,  for  want  of  good 
education  and  inftrudion  ofhisfonne.  Heretofore- we 
heard  many  teftimom'esofthe  care  and  trauell  which  fa- 
mous and  woorthie  men  tooke  to  inftrud  their  children 

themfelues . Traian  the  emperour,  and  after  him  t^dri- 

at  their  ownecoftes  and  charges  caufed  flue  thoufand 
noblemens  children  of  Rome  to  be  brought  vp  in  lear- 
ning,  vertueand  featesofarmes  . Our  auncient  kings 
knowyng  how  neceffarie  this  education  of  youth  was’ 
builded  long  agoe  and  caufed  to  bee  framed  fo  many 
goodly  Colledges  as  we  fee  in  the  Vniuerfities  of  France  : 
yea,  the  monafteries  were  partly  founded  to  this  ende. 
But  how  carefull  are  we  at  this  day  to  imitate  thofe  aun- 
cients  in  this  earneftnefle  of  good  bringing  vp  of  chil- 
dren in  the  ftudie  of  fciences  and  good  difeipline?  Haue 
we  not  very  good  occafion  to  fay  with  Crates  the  Philofo- 
pher,  that  it  ismioft  neceffarie  that  one  fhould  afeend 
yp  into  the  higheft  place  of  this  kingdome,  and  cry  a- 
loude:  Oh  ye  men,  whither  doe  ye  throweyour  felues 
headlongin  taking  all  the  paynes  that  may  be  toheape 
vp  goodesand  treafures  that  perilh,  and  in  themeane 
while  make  no  reckoning  of  your  children  , but  fuf- 
long,and  togrow  old  in  ignorance 
yjich  deftroyeth  them  both  body  and  foule,  and  turneth 
to  the  confufion  an  d ouerthrow  of  your  country  > For  it  is 
molt  certaine,  that  a good  nature  ill  brought  vp,  waxeth 
very  perniuous , and  that  the  mindes  and  hartS  of  men 
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Euiicducario*  that  ate  comiptly  inftru6i:ed,becomc  iTioft  wickcd.  Doe 
corrupcetha  y^u  thinke  that  execrable villanies and hor- 

goodnacure.  / proceede  rather  oFa  naughtie  nature , than  of 
a noble  nature  corrupted  with  euill  education  ? In  like 
maner  a good  nature  w'ell  tilled  will  attaine  to  the  toppe 
ofvertue,  but  ific  be  negligently  looked  vnto,  it  will  be 
nothing  but  vice . But  let  vs  fee  what  goodly  initructi- 
ons  the  auncients  haue  giuen  concerning  this  matter. 
The was  fo  carefull,  and  fearched  out  fo ex- 
ofthcexcei-  thegood  education  of  children , as  that  which  is 

JSiSre-  as  precious  and  neceflarie  a thing  as  any  can  be  in  the 
quiredby  Plato.  jifeofiTian,  that  hec  taketh  them  euen  from  their  mo- 
thers  w^ombe , yeabcfore  they  are  begotten  . Firft,  hee 
willeth  that  the  husband  and  wife  that  are  defirousot 
children  Qiould  keepe  them-felues  from  drunkennefle, 
and  from  entring  into  the  bedde  when  they  are  chole- 
■ rike  and  full  of  trouble,  bicaufe  that  many  times  is  the 
caufe  of  vices  in  children  . Next  he  requireth  that  great 
Womenwith  bellied  women fhould  giue  themfelucs  to  w^alking,  and 
child  mult  walk  beware  of  lining  either  too  delicately',  or  too  fparingly : 

' that  they  fliould  haue  quiet  mindes , with  many  other 
things,  which  he alleageth  to  that  purpofe.  Hefaith  al- 
fo  that  children  bein  g in  their  mothers  wombe,  receiue 
good  and  ill,  as  the  fruites  of  the  earth  doe.  After  they 
are  borne,  he  carefully  recommendeth  their  education. 

Wee  will  not  here  ftande  vpon  many  pointes  to  be  ob- 
ftrued  therein,  as  namelievpon  the  choice  of  Nurles, 
ou whereof  fewe  are  ignoraunt,  feeing  it  belongeth  to  the 

hirownchiid.  ttue  and  natutall  office  of eucric  mother  to  nouriihthat 
with  hir  teate,which  (he  hath  brought  into  the  world,  ex^ 

• cept  there  be  fome  great  and  lawfull  impediment.  But  let 
vs  goon  with  thefayings  ofP/^/^.  He  chargeth  nurfes  to 
ofthe  bringing  their  children  oftentimes  on  their  feete  vntil  they 

vpofinfants.  moouing  is  very  profitable  for 

them. He  forbiddeth  much  crying  in  children,  bicaufe  it 
breedcth  in  them  ahabiteand  cullome  offadnelTe.  From 
Ffpma.yceres.  3 . yeeres  to  fix, he  would  haue  them  moderately  correded 
when  they  commit  a fault,  & forbiddeth  aboue  all  thing 
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to  accuftome  them  from  that  time  foward  vntodainti- 
nes,  or  toouer  great feueritie,  faying,  that  delicatenes 
maketh  them  frovvatd.hard  to  pleafe,  cholerike,  & foone 
mooued  : and  that  feueritie  maketh  them  hard-harted, 
cruel],  abiea,  bafe-minded,  very  blocks  and  fooles , and 
haters  of  men.  Atfixeyeercsof  age  he  would  haue  them 
put  apart  from  the  daughters, and  begin  to  learne  to  ride 
a horfe,  to  ihoote,  to  pradife  all  kind  of  feates  of  Armes 
I , both  with  the  right  hand  and  with  the  left : to  put  in  vre 
j all  other  exercifes  of  moderate  labor,  that  they  may  waxe 

ftrong , and  be  acquainted  with  labour,  and  therefore  to 
vfefuch  laborious  paftimes . But  he  exprefly  forbiddeth 
to  change  euery  day  for  new,this  age  being  very  apt  ther- 
vntq : faying,  that  nothing  is  more  pernitious  than  to  ac- 
quaint youth  to  defpife  afitiquitie.  But  aboueall  things, 
he  commandeth  that  children  fliould  be  fo  brought  vp, 
that  they  be  not  conftrained  to  any  thing  whatibeuer 
they  (hall  takejn  hand,  but  as  it  wete  in  fport,that  fo  eue- 
vy  ones  nature  may  be  knowne . Neither  would  he  haue 
them  beaten  without  great  difcretion , bicaufeit  is'not 
feemely  that  a free  man  fliould  learne  liberal!  fciences  by 
leruitude  and  compulfion  . And  in  truth  no  fcience  for- 
ced vpon  a man,  will  continue  ftedfait  with  him.  Moreo- 
uer  he  would  haue  them  apply  themfeluesto  Muficke,  bi«XfMa. 
both  to  hng  hymnes  and  fongs  to  the  praife  of  G od , to 
laud  and  magnifie  him,  and  to  hope  for  all  good  fuccefle 
fromhim,asalfotorecreatetheirfpirits.  He  greatly  mif- 
I . Ifltcth  in  them  flouth  and  too  much  fleepe,  ftying,  that 

I inuch  found  fleepe  is  good  neither  for  thebodie  nor  for 
the  foule  : that  it  is  nothing  profitable  for  him  that  defi- 
reth  to  bring  any  good  thing  to  pa(re,bicaufe  as  long  as  a 
man  fleepeth,he  doth  nothing  more  than  if  he  lined  not. 

Therefore  whofbeuer  defireth  to  line,  and  to  come  to 
knowledgejet  him  watch  as  much  as  he  may,  hauino-  re- 
gardnqtwithftanding  to  his  health,  which  is  contented 
with  a httle , when  a man  is  once  acquainted  therewith. 

Now,  bicaufe  a child  fas  he  faith J is  more  vnruly  than  a 
lauage  bcaft,he  would  neuer  haue  him  left  without  a wife 

and 
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and  vertuous  maifter.lt  is  no  leffe  neceffarieffaich  he)  to 
uukeninthr  confider  what  teachers  a man  hath  , than  what  parents, 
choice  of  For  as  children  doe  in  a manner  carie  aw^ay  the  fpirits  of 
fchoicmaiftcrs.  forefathers : fo  the  vices  of  teachers  are  deriued  vn- 
to  their  fchollers.  Therefore  let  fuch  be  chofen  as  teach  vs 
their  vertue  by  their  workes , and  not  fuch  as  ohely  vtter 

i'romthctenth  and  fpeake  many  goodly  wotds  ftudied  out  of  it . At  ten 

yeeres,  this  diiiine  Philofopher  would  haue  children  to 
learne  letters  vntill  fifteene.  But  bicaufe  we  are  to  learne 
languages  that  differ  from  ours,  it  were  good  to  bcginnc 
fooner,and  to^end  a little  after.  I thinke  it  were  very  pro- 
fitable for  youth  to  begin  at  the  aboue  named  age  of  fixe 
yeeres,to  teach  him  his  moother  toong  perfedly,  that  he 
may  read , pronounce , and  write  it  well . After,  at  eight 
yeereSjto  teach  him  the  rudiments  of  the  Latine  toong, 
and  to  let  him  follow  that  vntil  it  be  as  familiar  vnto  him. 
From  the  foure-  or  little  leffe,than  his  natural  fpcech . At  fourteene  yeeres, 
tccnthyeerc.  children  learne  Arithmctike, 

faying, that  it  is  very  neceflary  both  for  a fouldior,and  for 
a Philofopher  : next,  Geometric,  and  that  part  of  Aftro- 
nomie  that  is  neceffarie  for  Cofinographie  , which  he 
would  haue  likewife  learned . He  commandeth  alfo  that 
youth  fiiouldpradife  hunting,  bicaufe  it  is  as  it  were  an 
maefofwatc  of  warre , and  an  exercife  that  niaketh  men  apt  to 

‘ fuftaine  all  labour  and  trauell.  This  inftitution  of  youth 
is  furely  woorthie  of  that  diuine  fpirite  of  Tkto , and  that 
partie  were  very  vnhappie , and  of  a froward  and  cor- 
rupt nature,who  being  thus  diligently  brought  vp, would 
not  groweto  beavertnous  and  good  man.  Heputteth 
ofchceducati-  fmall  difference  betwcene  the  education  and  bringing  vp 
oaofdaughters.  j^ughtcrs,  and  that  of  fonnes , not  depriuing  women 
from  publike  adminiftrations  & charges,  but  onely  that 
he  would  haue  them  imploied  about  fuch  things  as  re- 
quire lead  labour,  and  not  to  beginne  to  meddle  with 
publike  a6Faires,before  they  be  fortie  yeeres  of  age . He 
Rcafonswhy  allcadgeth  thefe  rcafons , bicaufe  often-times  many  wo- 
.wrmSdTe  wiJh  men  hauc  beene  more  excellent  than  all  the  men  of  their 
gubiikc  affaires,  couiitrie , and  fuch  are  dailie  to  be  feene.  And  feeing  they 

haue 
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haue  a foule  aSwcW  as  we , as  quicke  a fpirite  .and  often- 
times more  quicke  than  we , ('whereof  thofe  women  are 
witneffes.who  hauing  gitien  thefclues  wholy  to  any  thing 
whatfoeuer,  were  notinferiour,  butrather went  beyond 
many  men)  it  weregreatfoUieinmen,  feeing  God  hath 
created  man  and  woman  with  the  like  fpirite,  to  cutoff 
as  it  were  the  one  halfeof  their  ftrength , and  tohelpe 
themfelues  but  with  apart  thereof.  Nowe,  albeit  thefe 
i reafons  are  of  great  waight , yet  fure  it  is  that  men  and 

I women,  both  by  diuine  and  humane policie,  haue  their 
diftinft  and  feuerall  offices . It  is  very  true,  that  I like 
not  the  opinion  of  many,  who  lay , that  women  ought 
to  knowe  nothing , but  to  fpinne  and  fowe : which  faying 
commeth  neere  to  that  of  the  Emperour,  who  would 
not  haue  a woman  to  haue  morewitte  than  is  needefull 
forhirto  difcernehirhusbandesffiirt  from  his  doublet. 

Such  opinions  are  fit  for  ignorant  perfons , and  proceede 

fromadarkebraine.  For  it  cannot  but  be  veryfeemely 
andprofitableforawomantobe  able  to  render  areafon 
of  hir  being , afwell  by  the  knowledge  of  the  holie  Scrip-  reafonofS* 

tures,as  by  thepreceptsofgoodlife,which  we  haue  from 

the  Ancients . This  ought  parents  to  teach  their  daugh- 
ters , that  they  may  be  withdrawne  from  all  other  foolilh 
loue  . through  the  loue  of  vertue , and  be  delirous  of  all 
honeftie  and  chaftitie : as  alfo,  that  when  they  are  moo- 
thersin  good  and  holie  manage , they  may  be  a princi- 
pal! caufe  of  the  good  bringing  vp  of  their  children. 

Yea  hiftories  reckon  vp  vnto  vs  a great  many,  that  haue  Exampieof 
beene  in  fteede  of  Schoole-maifters  in  excellent  feien- 
ces . isyiretia  taught  hir  fonne  syiriflipfiu  Philolbphie  . ^retia. 
Qupeneof  thePalmyrians,  being  very  welllear-  zembia. 

ned  in  the  Greeke,  Latine,and  Aegyptian  toongs, taught 

them  to  hir  twofonnes,  and  wrote  an.Epitomie  of  the 
Eafterne  Hiftories . taught  the  Gracchyes  hir 

two  f^nes .the  Latine  eloquence . But  let  vs  followe 
our  difeourfe  of  the  generall  inflruftion  of  children . 
eyiriBotle  feemeth  vnto  mee  tobeea  good  teacher  and  oftheinftituti- 
Maifter,  where  hee  fayeth,that  there  are  two  ages , in  cordS®  "oArl - 

which 
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which  it  is  neceflarie  to  diuide  the  inftitution  of  thofe 
difciplines,  which  we  would  haue  our  children  learne . 
namely, from  feuenyeeres  vntill  foureteene,which  he  cal- 
leth  the  age  of  pubertie  : and  againe  from  this  age  vntill 
the  one  Sc  twentieth  yeere.He  faith,thatin  theinlHtution 
of  youth,two  things  muft  be  looked  vnto:  the  one,wher- 
theinititution  children  are  to  be  inftruded,the  other,how^  they  ought 

ofyowh.  inaruded  .For  all  men  are  not  agreed  of  this,  what 

things  children  are  to  learne , neither  yet  is  it  decided,or 
refoluedvpon,  to  what  end  their  inaitution  ought  to  be 
direded,  whether  to  profite,  or  to  manners,  or  to  vnder- 
aanding  and  contemplation,  which  proceedeth  from  the 
variable  opinions  of  men , who  place  their  end  in  diucrs  . 
things  .But  howfoeuer  it  is,we  mua,as  we  faid  before,  re- 
Thetndofail  feyrgaii  our  audies  to  the  glorie  of  God,  and  to  thefer- 
of  out  neighbours , in  lining  well  according  to  thofe 
charges  and  vocations  whereunto  we  may  be  called.  We 
haue  already  feene  the  diuifion  of  fciences  and  arts , and 
fpokcn  of  thofe  that  are  moa  neceffarie  for  a happie  life. 
Ariftotic  ap.  following  the  cuaomc  then  vfed  in  Grecia,  ap- 

u pointed  that  children  Oiould  learne  foure  things,  Gram- 
kaSc  Lr,bodilic  exercife,Muficke,  and  painting:  for  certaine 
commodities  mecte  for  the  life  ofa  man.Grammeris  the 
entrie  to  all  fciences , whereby  we  learne  to  fpeake  exad- 
ly  alfo  to  read  and  to  write  .And  this  is  neceffarie  for  all 
SierToT'”'  effatesof  life  .whether  publike  or  priuate,  inpeace  orm 
warre.in  a quiet  life,  or  in  multitude  of  bufines,  for  mar- 
chandice,  for  the  guiding  ofa  houfe,  for  the  obtaining  of 
knowledge,  forthe  continuance  and  perpetuitie of  the 
memorie  of  man . Briefly, as  nature  is  the  caufe  of  our  be- 
ing, fo  the  knowledge  of  letters,  which  Grammar  tea- 
cheth  vs,  w^orketh  in  vs  the  knowledge  how  to  liue 
For  this  caufe  Charondas  the  law-maker,  zs 'Diodorus  the 
Sicilian  writeth,  preferred  Grammer  before  all  other  fci- 
cnces,as  that  which  is  moft  necelTarie  for  mans  life,  ap- 
A notable  law  pointing  that  all  the  children  of  his  citie  hiould  learne 
for  the  common  ^t  the  charges  of  the  common-wealth, which 

Ihiidrcir^  was  tomaintaine  publike  maiftersto  teach  both  poore 

and 
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and  rich.  Truly  this  law  ought  to  be  put  inpradifein  all  / 

the  townes  ofthis  kingdome,torerift  thatpernitious  Hy- 
dra of  ignorance , which  the  richer  fort  defend  , making 
no  account  of  knowledge,to  the  treading  downe  and  op- 
preiTion  of  the  poore,  who  would  gladly  haue  the  meaiies 
whereby  they  might  beinftruded.The  Gymnaftical  part  orcymnamcic,. 
was  that  arte,  which,  as  the  Ancients  affirmed  , did  ferue  ^F^odiiiecxeiw 
for  health  and  ftrength,  preparing  the  bodies  of  children 
byhoneftand  moderate  excrcifes,  as  fencing,  fliooting, 
throwing  of  a ftone,  riding,  wraftling,  running,  leaping’ 
fwimming,and  fuch  like.  1 hefe  according  to  Arifiotles  o- 
pinion,arc  to  be  moderately  pradiced  by  children,  vntill 
they  be  foureteene  yeeres  old,exercifing  them  lightly , & 
not  with  forced  labors , that  their  growth  be  not  hindred 
thereby.  This  age  being  paft,  after  they  haue  bellowed, 
three  yeeres  in  other  Morall  difciplines , and  followed 
their  jfludies  in  deeper  fciences^  vntill  the  one  and  twenti- 
eth yeere,  then  may  they  beexercifed  with  more  iharpe 
and  hard  labors  of  the  body  . Theymuftalfo  be  taught 
Mifficke,  for  the  folacing  and  recreation  of  their  mindes 

after  trauels:  and  painting, that  they  may  the  better  con-  ’rhevfcofpaia^ 
liderofthe  beautie  of  the  bodie,and  vnderftand  the  lym- 
jnetry  and  apt  compofition  of  all  things^  to  the  ende  that 
they  may  be  the  better  aduifed  either  in  buyingorfelling 
them. Let  them  alfo  knou'e  hovt'e  to  drawe  platformes  of 
publike  andpriuate  buildings,  tofet  foorth  countries, 
tow'nes,and  cartels,  their  height,  breadth,  and  length  for 
thewarre  : lining  creatures  of  all  fortes,  with  their^’-ts, 
herbs, trees,rootes,leauesdlowres, fruits  for  medicine,  & 
forthe  knowledge  of  firnples . In  thisinrtitutionofchil- 
dren,^r/7?or/f  had  refpea  to  that  which  was  conuenienr, 

& drew  neereft  to  the  forme  of  a happie  Commonwealth 
ertabliflied  by  him , and  to  that  which  was  necertary  for 
the  preferuation  and  maintenance  thereof.  Nowe,let  vs 
apply  to  our  vfethat  which  we  maylearne  bothofhim, 
and  of  the  rert  of  the  Ancients , for  the  framing  of  yoong 
men  to  honerty  and  vertue ; Icauing  to  the  libertie  of  Fa- 
thers  to  make  choice  of  thofearts  and  fciences  wherein 

they 
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they  purpofe  to  bring  vp  their  children,  hauiiig  regard  to 
that  whereimto  nature  maketh  them  moft  apt  and  plia- 
ble.We  fliall  take  a good  way  in  the  inftitution  of  youth, 
Power  things  to  if  wc  obfetuc  and  vfe  thefe  fower  things , InBrnHion,  Adr 
be  vfed  m the  ^ Promife , Fraifes , and  Threatnings . We  will  com- 

youth?°”°  prehend  all  InUm^ion  vnder  fixe  precepts  . The  firft  fliall 
Ihichtinfiftcth  t>e  to  fliewe  vnto  children , that  they  muft  worfliip  God, 
in  fix  precepts,  and  honoLir  him  chiefly  and  aboue  all  things,referring  all 
x.Thefirftpre-  their  thoughts  anddeedesto  the  gloricofhis  name:  that 
Thciirftthing  icishethat  hath  created  and  preicrueth  all  things,  that 
he  fuffereth  no  wickednes  to  pafl’e  vnpuniflied,  nor  good 
ftiip  God.  worke  vnrewarded,but  giiieth  eternall  happines  to  good 

men, and  euerlafting  paine  and  punifliment  to  them  that 
vvccandono.  areeiull . Let  them  knov/e  that  without  his  grace  and  fa- 
^e"«r'^c?or  nothing , no  not  fo  much  as  Hue  one 

moment ; and  therefore  that  they  muft  continually  and 
before  euery  worke  call  vpon  him , and  beware^that  they 
offend  him  not  by  negleding  his  commandemets,  which 
a,ThcfccoDd  for  this  caufe  they  muft  diligently  learne  . Tne  iecond  in- 
precept.  ftrudion  which  I finde  moft  neceflarie  for  youth , is  to 
% ^.oritinS'  teach  them  not  to  glorie  in  earthlie  and  worldlie  goods, 
coriegoods.  but  to  Icamc  rather  to  defpifethem,  and  to  tranlport 
.theloucof  thebodie  and  of  carnall  goods,  which  it  de- 
firethjto  the  loue  of  the  foule  and  of  eternal  goods,which 
properly  belong  vnto  them  . They  muft  not  make  great 
Norinbodiiic  account  of  the  beautie  of  the  bodie , which  hauing  inclo- 
bcautic.  vvithin  it  the  foule  that  is  defiled  with  vice  and  finne, 

isr\^lpingelfe  but  apretious  and  proud  fepulcber,  vpder 

whbSis .contained  a (linking  and  putrified  carrion.  1 hey 
muft  not  put  their  hope  and  confidence  in  riches , but  be 
perfwaded  that  they  are  rich  and  happie , if  they  be  wife, 
learned , and  vertuous . And  whilcfl  their  vnderftandhig 
is  good  and  in  vigour,  and  themfelues  haue  time,  they 
nmft  put  all  their  ftrength  to  the  obtaining  of  that  which 
will  be  profitable  vnto  them  in  their  oldeage:  namely 
' 7mc  WvicLc  of  knowledge  and  vertue , which  will  procure  vnto  them, 
.*advcrtuc.  honour  jfafetie , praife,  happines,  reft , and tranquilli- 
tie  in  their  life  time , and  will  in  the  ende  guide  them  to 

eternall 
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. eternall  life , to  be  made  coheires  of  the  kingdoine  of 
heaucn  with  lefus  Chrift . Thirdly , they  muft  be  taught  3. The  third prc- 
to  efehewe  and  flie  from  all  fuch  thinges  which  they  fee 
are  hurtfull  to  others,  and  learne  to  be  wife  by  their  dan- 
gers  and  perils . Nowe,  that  which  marreth  and  hurteth  ~ common 

others  is  difobedience , lying , pride , infidelitie , naugh- 
tines , hazarding  games,  whoredome,  drunkennes , pro- 
digalitie,idlenes,audeuill  coinpanie.  Againit  the  con- 
tagion of  which  vices,  no  better  preferuatiue  can  be  had, 
than  to  ingraneinodeftie  in  their  hartes , by  the  ruleand  wodefficisthe 
ineafure  whereof  they  may  eafily  be  direded  to  bchaue 
tbemfelues  vertuoufly  . For  this  caufe  Tlutarks  fayth  ve- 
ry elegantly  .that  the  foolilli  opinion  and  prefnmption, 
which  yoong  men  commonly  conceiue  of  themfehies, 
ought  rather  to  be  emptied , than  the  ayre  wherewith 
bottles  and  Kiddes  skinnes  are  puffed  vp  when  any  good 
thing  is  to  be  put  into  them . Otherwife,  being  full  of 
the  winde  of  ouer-weening,  they  receiue  none  of  that 
goodinftruftion  which  men  thinke  to  powre  into  them. 

For  the  fourth  precept  of  their  inftrudion , we  will  fet  4.  The  fbm  tK 
downe  thefe  fewer  thinges , which  will,  flande  them  in  K&.  > 

great  fteede  towards  the  attayning  of  a happie  life.  Let  ' 

thefn  not  be  delicmte:  ct  Jupeyjlt^oiis  in  ttnye  thinke ! Let  thetn 

, bridletheirtoong  ,a»dKotbefullof  wordes ,Korvtter  filthie  and 

dilhoneU  ulke  at  atiie  tyme , but  begratioHs  and  curt  eons  infpea- 
khig  to  all  men , fa/uting  euery  oneghdly , and  willingly  gimne 
place  in  thofe  things  wherein  the  truth  is  not  hurt . Let  them  3- 
maiHer  their  choler  by  cutting  of  impatience  as  much  04.  may 
be,whtch  is  a fingularvertue . Laiily  Jet  them  hauep%re  hands, 
filing  manie great  men  by  takingmonie  vniuJly,  haue  filled  all 

that  honour  which  they  had  gathered  too  it  her  all  the  former  time 

of  their  Ife  Tmy,  the  examples  of  good  and  bad  men,  s-Thefiftpre- 
are  to  be  laid  before  their  eies  through' the  reading  and 
vnderftanding  of  hiftories,  that  they  may  knowe'^that 
vertuous  men  haue  beene  well  rewarded  , and  the  vi- 
nous receiued  an  euill  and  miferable  ende . For  this 
caufe  we  reade  that  the  olde  men  of  Rome  vfed  at  feaftes 
to  finge  the  famous  ades  of  their  Anceftours  before 

their 
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Thefixtprc-  their  ydutli . For  the  fixt  and  laft  precept,we  fay, that  Itis  . 
cepe.  needf  ull  for  youth  to  be  vfed  to  labour  and  wearifomnes, 

to  keep  them  from  idlenes,  and  from  falling  into  any  dif- 
honeft  pleafure.  Wehauefeene  whatexercifes  andpa- 
ftimesarc  meetc  for  them,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
theAncients  : andatthisdaye  weknowe  howeto  make 
choice  of  them, as  fliall  be  meeteft  for  thenobilitie.Now, 
to  fpeake  briefly  of  the  other  three  generall  precepts  gi- 
of admonition.  ue«  by  vs  for  the  inftitution  of  youth ; Admonition  is  very 
neceflarie  for  that  age.  For  although  youth  be  well  borne 
and  brought  vp,yet  hath  it  fuch  adiue  and  vehement  pro- 
uocations,that  it  is  eafily  brought  to  ftumble . Wherforc 
yoong  men  muft  be  often  admoniflied  of  their  dutie,  and 
fpoken  vnto  of  honeftie,  and  of  vertuous  men,  bicaufe 
words  mooue  their  minds.  The  fleps  of  their  honeft  pre- 
deceflbrsareto  be  laid  before  their  eies,  to  induce  them 
Of  promKos.  to  follow  their  paths  .And  aboue  all  things,  the  promife 

Youth  is  tobc  of  that  life,which  is  eternally  happie  for  thofe  that  perfe- 
So'Xof  uere  in  vprightnes  and  iuftice , is  to  be  propounded  vnto 
i:tcrnaU  life.  them.  O mail  Well  affeded  f faith  Horace)  go  ioifully  w hi- 
ther thy  vertueleadeth  thee , and  thou  flialt  reape  great 
' rewards  for  thy  deferts . O ye  yoong  men  (faith  T^Uutns) 

walkeonin  thatway  wherein  vertue will dired you,  and 
ye  (hall  be  very  well  recompenced.  For  he  that  hath  ver- 
tue , hath  all  thinges  neceflarie  for  him  , and  wanteth  no- 
thing. Thcfe  are  the promifes  which  ought  to  be  beaten 
into  the  harts  of  children:  adding  further  to  them  that 
are  very  yoong  a promife  to  giue  them  what  they  will,  fo 
that  they  learne  well  that  which  is  taught  them  . Laft  of 
Gfpraifes  and  all,  ptaifes  and  threatnings  mufl:  be  added,  by  commen- 
threatnings.  ding  children  when  we  fee  them  profit  in  vertueandho- 
neftie,to  encourage  them  to  go  forward , and  to  do  bet- 
ter & better, Glorie  (faith  Onid)  giueth  no  fmall  ftrength 
to  the  mind, and  the  defire  and  loue  of  praife,  caufeth  the 
hartto  berefolute  and  readyeto  vndertake  all  things. 
Omntiltan  would  haueyong  men  praifed,  when  tiiey  pro- 
fitte,  and  are  willing  to  learne , as  likewife  they  are  to  be 
threatned,if  they  be  flothfull  and  negligent  in  the  obtai- 
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ning  of  vertue  and  honeftie,and  wil  neither  heare  nor  vn* 
derftand^noryccputin  praftife  thole  good  admonitions 
that  are  giuen  them . And  if  they  amend  not  with  threat- 
nings,they  mull  haue  good  difciplineand  corredion  vfed 
towards  them, and  bechafticed  with  difcretion  . To  this 
purpofeTWifaith,  that  the  hope  of  reward,  andfeare  Hopeandfcarc 
ot  punilhment , are  as  it  were  the  two  elements  and  foun- 
dation  of  vertue.  Forhopemaketh  yoong  men  prompt 
and  readie  to  vndertake  all  good  and  commendable 
things, & feare  maketb  them  flowe  in  prefuming  to  com- 
mit fuch  things  as  are  vile  and  full  of  reproch  . So  that  if 
we  pradice  diligently  thefe  precepts  in  the  education  & 
inltrudionofourchildren;  there  is  no  doubt,  but  as 
feales  and  lignets  doe  ealily  make  a print  in  foft  waxe , fo 
we  may  quickly  caft  in  the  mindes  oflittle  children , as  it 
were  in  a mouldy  whatfoeuer  we  would  haue  them  learne  “ 
for  the  leading  of  a good  and  happie  life,  to  the  glorie  of 
God,the  profit  of  their  neighbours,  and  difcharge  of  our' 
confidences  which  are  bound  thereunto. 

the  diuijton  of  the  ages  of  man, and  of  the  ojfces  and 
duties  that  are  to  he  ohferued  in 
them.  Chap.  ^2, 


Am  A- 
N A.* 


AMongftthe  moft  common  and  notorious 


. „ ^^^^^^i'^hich  fathers  now  a dales  commit  in 

the  education  and  bringing  vp  of  their  chil- 
dren,thisdefcrueth  great  blame  and  reprehen fion,  that 
in  their  firft  age  they  vfually  prouide  teachers  for  them, 
lending  them  to  Colledges,  where  they  are  kept  in  awe, 
when  they  cannot  commit  any  greater  euill  than  that 
which  commeth  from  the  yoongyeeres  of  their  infancie, 
notveryhurtfulltoany,  being  light  faults,  andfoonea- 
mended  : but  when  the  vehemencie  of  adolefcencie  be-  Adolefcencie  is 
ginneth  to  tickle  them  with  foule  and  infamous  defires. 
and  when  they  haue  greateft  neede  ofa  bridle , then  they 
let  loole  the  raines,and  withdraw  them  from  the  fubiedi- 
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on  of  their  guides, giuing  them  libertie  to  make  choice  of 
their  eftate  of  life,  when  their  perturbations  are  moft  vio- 
lent,& in  danger  to  bring  foorth  moft  peruitious  effeds. 
Whereas  on  the  contrary  fide  then  ought  they  moft  dili- 
gently to  looke  vnto  them, and  to  fet  a moft  careful  watch 
ouer  them , that  their  firft  difcipline  and  inftrudion  may 
be  framed  in  vertue,  and  in  the  perfedion  of  a moft  hap- 
pie  life. For  this  caufe  (my  Companions)  I thinke  that  by 
continuing  our  former  difcourfe  (^feeing  all  men  enioye 
not  commonly  this  benefite  of  the  forenamed  education 
& inftrud:ion,from  their  infancie  vnto  the  end)  we  ought 
to  fearch  out  fome  way  whereby  to  amend  the  firft  faults, 
by  handling  the  diuifion  of  the  ages  of  man,according  to 
the  ancient  writers,  and  by  fetting  downe  a briefe  inftru- 
aion  of  that  which  is  moft  neceflarily  required,  and  to  be 
obferued  in  euery  of  them,  efpecially  in  adolefcencie,  for 
the  obtaining  of  true  fclicitie  through  good  behauiour 
and  inftruaions,which  are  the  meanes  thereof. 

Aram.  It  is  true  (as  VUto  faith)  that  vertue  muft  be 
learned  from  the  firft  infancie.Yea,there  is  no  part  of  our 
■ age^hich  ought  to  be  imploied  in  any  other  ftudie . But 
adolefcencie  efpecially  muft  not  onely  inquire  and  feeke 
after  the  decrees  of  honefty  & vertue,  but  alfo  haue  them 
already  imprinted  and  ingrauen  in  his  hart. 

A c H I T o B.  As  no  man  euer  faw  a Bee  become  a Bee- 
tle through  age : fo  no  part  of  our  life  ought  to  leaue  the 
firft  eledion  grounded  vpon  vertuedfthe  ende  thereof  be 
to  Hue  well.  But  let  vs  heare  A s e R difcourfe  of  this  pre- 
fent  matter.  . 

A s E R.  It  cannot  be  denied,that  place  and  time  are  a 
great  helpe  to  honeftie  and  vertue  ; infomuch,  that  if  we 
conlider  not  of  them  the  knowledge  and  pradife  of  that 
which  belongeth  to  our  dutie,  cannot  greatly  profitvs. 
Place  and  rime  Por  all  things  are  to  be  applied  in  time  & place,  and  fome 
d«cd  au” ' thinges  are  decent  and  lawfull  vpon  one  occafion, 

would  be  very  vnfeemely  in  another.  Tne  prouerbe  faith, 
that  the  way  to  handle  a found  man  is  diners  fiom  the  guiding  of 
htmyowhome  the  diet  is  inioined,  Euen  fo,  although  vertue  & 
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honefly  are  alwaies  requifitein  a man,bicauieit  is  the  on- 
ly ornament  of  his  life : yet  in  diners  ages  diucrfity  of  ho- 
neft  beha  uior  is  required,  & the  felfe  fame  things  are  not 
decent  in  them,  butfome  kind  of  behauiour  is  proper  to  Aiikindofbc- 
the  age  of  childhood, fome  to  youth,  and  another  to  old  u2Si«"rn»u“l 
age,  bicaufe  as  nature  altereth  with  age , fo  it  behooueth  e«- 
that  maners  fliould  chang.  Now,  among  them  that  haue 
moft  diligently  obferued  the  fecrets  of  mans  nature,there 
hath  beene  two  fundry  opinions  concerning  the  diuifion 
of  the  ages  of  man . Some  haue  made  7.  parts,adding  de-  or  thediuifion 
crepite  or  bed  red-age  after  old  age : & they  would  groud 
their  principal  reafon  of  this  diuifion  vpon  this,  that  the 
number  of  y.isanvniuerfall&abfolute  number.  So  we  S'nTcounf 
reckon  y-planets,  whole  motion  worketh  all  generations  '^<1 
& corruptionsinrheearth.  By  a ftrongerrcafon  therfore 
this  number  offeuen  wil  be  applied  to  the  continuance  of 
time.  Moreouer,  the  growth  of  men  according  to  age,in- 
creafeth  at  the  fcuenth  number.  For  teeth  are  bred  in  the 
feucnth  moneth,&  in  the  feuenth  yeere  they  change  & al- 
ter. Befides,in  the  fame  yeere  doubled,that  is  in  the  four- 
teenth yeere,man  receiueth  abilitie  of  feede,that  is  to  fay, 
ofengendring.  True  it  is,that  the  number  of  fix  worketh 
alteration  in  females.Yet  the  number  of  y.in  other  things 
worketh  augmentation,  orelfethereft  and  quietnes  of 
men,  and Iheweth  the  difference oriudgement of  difea- 
fes . The  whole  time  of  the  creation  of  the  world  is  com- 
prehended therein,  & likewife  the  reft  and  ceafing  of  the 
worke-maifter  thereof . Alltheancient  writers  haue  alfb 
noted, that  the  number  of  6 j . which  is  the  multiplication 
of  feuen  by  nine,carieth  with  it  commonly  the  end  of  old 
men  i bicaufe  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  ourlife  we  line 
vnderone  onely  climate,  which  is  either  from  feuen,  Qj’  OftkeclimaifiC' 
from  nine  yeercs , except  in  the  yeere  of  6^ . wherein  two 
terminations  or  climates  ende,  thatistofay,  ninefeuen  - 
times  feuen,  or  feuen  nine  times  nine : and  therefore  this 
yeere  is  called  climaftericall,  wherein  we  may  note  out  of 
hiftories  the  death  of  many  great  men,  and  the  change  of 
eftatesandkingdoines.  As  touching  the  other  diuifion 
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The  whole  age  of  the  age  of  man  into  fixe  parts  onely,  of  which  opinion 
ktofi"  pari'*  Ifdortu  is,  we  will  now  enter  into  the  particular  handling 
ofinfauck.  therof.,The  parts  arc  thefe : Infancie^Childhood, Youth, 

Adolefcencic,Virilitie,  & old  age  . Infancie  is  the  firft  age 
ofman,beginning  after  his  natiuitie  ; & it  is  fo  called,  bi- 
caufe  at  that  time  he  hath  no  vfc  of  fpeech,  and  therefore 
cannot  then  learne  manners  and  vertue,  hauing  no  fence 
Ofciuidhood.  or  vnderftanding  to  comprehend  them  . Childhood  is, 
when  children  beginne  to  fpeake ; albeit  as  yet  they  haue 
not  the  full  vfe  of  reafon  : in  which  eftate  a man  may  fay 
they  are  vntill  the  age  of  feuen  yeeres,  during  which  time 
fathers  and  mothers  ought  to  nourifh  and  bring  them  vp 
in  the  feare  of  God^Sc  reuerence  of  their  parents,&  frame 
them  gently  vnto  all  good  maners,as  we  haue  already  de- 
clared.This  age  is  called  of  theLatines  Pneritia,  as  it  were 
pure  and  neate  from*  finne:  forafmuch  as  children  haue 
namraiiinfirmi.  then  no  vfe  of  difctetion/o  that  ludgement  cannot  be  at- 
ow  offe^ccs!^'  tributed  to  their  works,  wherby  they  may  be  called  good 
or  euill  .Youth  is  reckoned  from  feuen  yeeres  of  age  vntill 
fouretcene,at  which  time  children  ought  to  be  deliuered 
vnto  skilfull  and  honeft  maifters  & teachers, to  be  inftru- 
Twothingsre-  • Then  muft  patents  lookc  Well  whether  thofc  two 

quifiteina  things  atc  in  them , to  whofc  ditedioii  they  commit  the 
!SaIiThonc^  keeping  of  fuch  a pretious  pledge  : leaft  that  befall  them, 
ftieofiife.  which  Hjferides  Orator  of  Grecia  faid  to  one  who  told 

him  that  he  had  fent  a flaue  with  his  fon  to  gouerne  him, 
yopt  haue  (quoth  he ) done  very  rvei:for  in  fleedc  of  one  flaueyoH 
{hallreceiuetwaine.  Therefore  it  is  very  neceffarie  that  fuch 
maifters  fliould  be  chofen  for  them,  as  are  learned  and  of 
Thebcnefitthat  good life  & coiiuerfation,  that,  as  goodGardiners  fticke 
goodTcffic-  downe  certain  props  hard  by  yong  plants  to  keepe  them 
maifters.  vpriglit : fo  wife  teachers  may  plant  good  inftrudions  & 
precepts  about yoong  men,  that  their  maners  may  be  ac- 
cording to  vertue. Let  fathers  beware  lead  being  mooued 
with  couetoufnes,they  make  choice  of  maifters  vnworthy 
their  charge,that  they  may  pay  the  leffc  fiiped,  feking  for 
good  cheape  ignorance:feeing  that  (as  Plato  faith^'as  chil- 
dre  beare  away  as  it  were  the  minds  of  their  progenitors. 
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fo  the  vices  of  the  Schok-maifters  flow  vpon  their  fchol- 
lers.  At  this  age  ofyouth  the  children  of  Home  did  hange  Aftrangcuftom 
in  the  Temple  a little  coller  or  iewell  which  they  ware  a-  ctiid^’enof 
! bout  their  necks, during  the  time  of  their  infancie,decla-  Rome.” 

ring  therby  that  they  renounced  all  childifhnes,  and  that 
they  were  to  chang  their  maners  for  the  time  to  come.  In 
token  wherof  one  gaue  them  a white  robe , and  a purple 

I coate, to  teach  them  by  the  white  colour  to  fliunne  vices, 
which  made  the  foule  blacke,and  by  the  purple,  toflriue 
to  make  their  life  glifter  and  ihine  with  good  manners 
andvertue.  Anditfeemcth  that  the  Latines  called  this  Thcrcafon  or 
age  Imentm , bicaufc  of  the  aide  and  hclpe  which  men  this  word  Zw/e?;- 

II  promifed  to  themfelues  through  the  vertuous  inclinati- 
on  that  appeered  in  yoong  children/ We  faw  before  fuffi- 

1 ciently  what  is  further  required  of  this  age  , in  regard  of 
! their  inftrudion  . Adolefcencie  is  the  fourth  age  of  man, 

; beginning  at  the  foureteenth  yeere,and  continuing  vntil 
I the  28.  and  it  is  deriued  of  this  verbe  Adolefco,  which  fig- 

I nifieth to growe . For thendoe men growein bodie, in 
ftrength,  and  reafon,  in  vice,  and  vertue  . And  at  that  age 
the  nature  of  a man  is  knowne , and  whereunto  he  ben- 
deth  his  minde , which  before  could  not  be  difeerned  by 

II  reafonoftheignoranceofhisage.Thisisthat  which  Cice- 
ro faith , that  the  ftudies  vnto  w^hich  wc  addid  our  felues 
in  the  time  of  our  adolefcencie,  like  to  herbes  and  fruites 

j that  are  come  to  their  fafliion , declare  what  vertue  there 
will  be  in  time  ofripeneSjand  what  manner  ofharueft  wil 
follow  . Therefore  yoong  men  ffaith  this  Father  of  elo- 

quencej  muft  make  choice  of  one  certaine  kind  of  life, 

whereunto  they  are  to  giue  themfelues  all  their  life  time 
without  any  manner  of  contradidion  , and  being  con- 
ftant  therein, they  muft  draw  all  their  adions  to  thatonc- 
ly  end,as  an  arrow  is  drawne  towards  a white.  But  foraf- 
much  as  in  the  corruption  ofour  time  we  fee  poore  fruits  lokf  etcifbe. 
of  this  age  when  it  islefttoitfelfe,we  may  well  fay,  that  in  ingierttoicfdt 
this  feafon  of  adolefcencie,  children  haue  greateft  neede 
to  be  gouerned,ruled,and  kept  in  great  awe . For  the  in- 
clination topleafures,and  the  efehewing  of  labour,which 
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are  naturall  in  man,  commonly  begin  then  to  affault  him 
with  fuch  violence,  that  if  yoong  men  be  not  well  follow- 
ed,they  quickly  turne  to  vice , hate  thofe  that  giue  them 
good  inftruaion , become  prefiimptiious , and  ready  to 

Icaue  that  which  before  they  loued:  and  taking  no  care 

for  the  time  to  come,  like  beads  feeke  for  nothing  but  to 
Citisfie  their  luftfull  defires.For  this  caufe  that  good  Em- 
Aurelius  exhor-  petour  Marcm  ^ureltm  faid  to  thofe  vnto  whome  he  re- 
fonnes-ouL  commeiidcd  his  fon  after  his  death  .Beware  that  he  bathe 
onnesgouer-  himfelfc  in  (lipperie  pkafures  and  defires,  feeing  it  is 

a hard  matter  to  moderate  and  to  day  the  burning  adec- 
tions  of  a yoong  man,erpecially  when  he  feeth  in  his  own 
hand  a licence  not  limited , which  offereth  vnto  him  all 
kindofcontentation  . And  truly  this  yiibrideled  licence 
of  not  being  in  fubie(dion  to  any , w'hich  yoong  men  de- 
fire and  feeke  after  fo  earnedly,  and  for  want  of  right  yn- 
derdandingjfaldy  call  and  imagined  to  be  liberde,  brin- 
gethithem  in  bondage  to  feuerer  and  toper  m aiders, 
than  were  thofe  teachers  & Schoole-maiders  which  they 
Concupifccnce  j^^d  ill  their  infancier  namely, to  their  luds  and  difordred 
defires,which  are  then  as  it  were  vnchained  and  letloofe. 
But  he  which  knoweth,  that  to  follow  God,  and  to  obey 
right  reafoUjare  reciprocal!  and  necefiarily  following  ech 
other, mud  thinke  that  to  leaue  his  infancie  & fird  youth, 
and  to  enter  into  the  ranke  of  mentis  no  freedome  from 
fubieaion,but  onlyachangofcommandement ; bicaufe 
our  life  in  lieu  of  a hired  maider,who  gouerned  vs  before, 
hath  then  a heauenly  guide,thatis,rearon,  to  whome  they 
onely  that  obey,  are  to  bereputed&  taken  for  free  men. 
For  after  they  haue  learned  to  will  that  which  they  ought, 
they  liue  as  they  will,w'hereas  the  freedome  of  the  will  in 
difordred  adions  and  adedions  is  fmall, feeble, & wcakc, 
and  mingled  with  much  repentance.Thefc  are  thofe  good 
reafons, which  ought  to  found  often  in  theeares  of  yoong 
men,and  be  fupplied  by  little  ^ litle  through  the  dudy  of 
good  letters,&  Morall  Philofophie  of  ancient  men,  vntill 
they  haue  wholy  in  poffelTion  that  place  of  maners,  which 
is  fooned  mooued,and  mod  eafily  led,&  are  lodged  ther- 
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in  by  knowledge  and  iudgement , which  will  be  as  a gard  Knowledge  and 
topreferue  and  defend  thatage  from  corruption . Vnto  IhelTdofado- 
which  things  the  Ancients  looked  very  diligently , both  icicendc. 
to  repreffe  boldnes , which  commonly  is  the  companion 
of  adolefcencie,  and  alfo  to  chaftice  their  faults  feuerely . 
WereadthatoneofCi/i^hisfonsof  theageofi5.yeeres, 
was  banilhed  for  breaking  a pot  of  earth  in  a maids  hand  L^eakbgan" 
that  went  for  water:  fo  was  Cinna  his  fonnejbicaufe  he  en-  ^nfSacs 
tred  into  a garden , and  gathered  fruite  without  leaue.  fonneforgathc- 
Thereforeif  a yoong  man  be  well  guided  with  reafon,  he 
will  chufe&  propound  to  himfelfe  that  kind  of  life,  which 
hepurpofeth  to  keepevntill  death,  and  begin  fome  com- 
mendable life  that  is  had  in  recommendation  among  ver- 
tuous  men . The  ancient  Romanes  minding  to  make  de-  How  the  ro. 
clarationheereofjwhen  their  children  were  come  to  that  Sehyoonfmea 
age, they  brought  them  to  the  common  market  place  do- 
thed  with  a mans  gowne,and  caufed  them  to  fcatter  nuts  Sgf 
heereand  there, & after  that  toforfakeall  play:  fignifieng 
therby,that  they  muft  leaue  the  follies  of  their  firft  age,to 
imbrace  more  graue  and  ferious  matters.  It  belongeth  to 
their  duty  f'faith  Cicero)  to  honor  their  Elders,&  to  marke  The  dutieof 
who  are  the  honefteft  men,&  of  beft  report,  that  by  their  yoongmen. 
coufel  they  may  learn  to  liue  according  to  vertue  & good 
maners,&  haue  honor  alwaies  before  their  eies.And  as  in 
calme  v/eather  whe  aman  is  vpon  the  fea,he  muft  prouide 
fuch  things  as  are  neceflary  againft  a ftorme:  fo  in  time  of 
adolefcencie , men  muft  furnifh  themfelues  with  tempe- 
rance,robriety,^i^  continency,laying  vp  ftore  of  prouilion 
in  due  time,wherby  to  fuftaine  old  age  the  better.  This  is 
that  which  faith,  that  a moderate  youth  maketh  an  Amodcrate 
eafieoldeage:  but  that  which  is  immoderate  maketh  it 
greeuous  & irkefom . The  defe^i  of  our  flrength  ( faith  Cicero) 
commeth  rather  of  the  vices  of  our  youth,  than  of  oldeage.  Now, 
bicaufe youth  is  at  this  day  more  than  euer,giuen  ouer  to 
all  kind  of diftblutenes,  fo  that  their  greateft  glorie  confi- 
fteth  in  going  one  beyond  an  other  in  vice,let  vs  here  pro- 
pound to  thofe  that  wil  make  their  profit  therofjfome  ex- 
aples  drawen  from  the  ancients,  of  rare  vertue  that  fliined 
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vcrtu^r  oun  • lofeph,DameI,Salomoff,  deferue  the  firfi  place, 

^rtuous  young  ^ being  very  yoong  men,  executed  deeds  of  woonder- 

full  prudence.  The  holie  Scriptures  afFoord  vs  a fufhcient 
number  of  ceftimonies,  but  wehauefome  alfo.amongft 
the  Heathens  and  Pagans,  that  ought  to  lHrre  vp  youth 
Aiexanderapa-  vuto  vcrtuc. That  great  Monarch  in  his  youth 

i^bhyouthr^  defpifed  all  kind  of  pleafure  and  delight , efchewed  wo- 
men.contemned  monie,  and  all  plaies  and  paftimes  that 
were  vnprofitable , and  to  no  good  vfe , loiiing  nothing 
but  vertue  and  glorie  gotten  thereby.  This  was  the  caufe 
why,  being  demanded  whether  he  would  not  be  prefent 
at  the  fead  of  the  Olympian  games,  to  try  if  he  could  win 
— . the  price  of  running, feeing  he  was  well  made,and  woon- 

derfull  light  of  fopte,heanfwered;yes,ifthey  were  kings 
that  ran..Whenfoeuer  he  heard  newes  that  his  father  had 
taken  any  famous  Towne ,,  or  wonne  fome  great  battell, 
he  fliewednO' token  of  ioye,.  but  faide  to- his  equals  in 
yeeres;My  Pather,Sirs,  will  take  all,  and  leaue  no  goo^lie 
and  greatmatter  for  me  to  doe,  and  to  conquere  with 
you  . Among  other  his  commendable  giftes  of  nature , 
which  men  admired  in  him  at  that  age,,  he  was  greatly 
praifed  for  a good  horfe-man , which  he  (hewed  full  well 
Bucephalus  A-  whcii Bucepha/fis  the  horfe  was  brought  to  his  father,  and 
exan  ers  oi  e.  thirteeiic  Talents^that  is  in  value  7800. 

^ crowmes:  which  the  yeomen  of  the  kings  horfe  perceiue^ 
to  be  fo  skittifli  and  wild, that  they  durft  not  vndertake  to 
breake  him. But  Alexander  mounted  on  him,and  handled 
him  fo  cunningly that  all  thofe  that  were  prefent , cried 
out  by  way  of  admiration  : andP^/Z/z/^kiffing  him,  faid  ; 
Ohmyfonne,  thou  muft  feeke  oiita  kingdomc  that  is 
meete  for  thee  , for  Macedonia  is  hot  able  to  containe 
thee.  I'his  horfe  alwaies  ferued  Alexander  after  that,  and 
died  in  a battell  againft  the  Barbarians,when  he  was  thir- 
Tompey,  ycercs  olde . Powpey  from  his  very  youth  fliewed  in  his 

countenance  (as  Hiftoriographers  write japlcaCint  mild- 
neSjioined  with  a manlie  granitic , and  in  his  conditions 
and  behauiour , a reuerent  excellencie  of  kinglie  maie- 
Itie  . When  he  was  yet  verie  yoong,  he  committed  an 

aa 
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wife  and  aduiledcsptaine,  being  intheRomanc 
armie  whereof  Strabo  his  father  was  capraine  againft  Cin- 
na.  For  when  the  fouldiers  began  to  rebel  and  to  confpire 
the  death  of  their  captaine,  Pom^ej  difcouered  the  fame, 
and  tooke  order  for  his  fathers  fafetie.  After,  pcrceiuing 
thac  the  Ibuldiers  trufled  vp  bag  and  baggage  to  go  yeeld 
themfelues  to  C/»««,he  thrufthimfelfeintothemicldeftof 
them,  befeeching  them  moft  humbly  with  teares  in  his 
eies,  not  to  deale  fo  grofely  with  their  captain.  In  the  end 
when  he  faw  that  they  perfifled  in  their  opinion.he  threw 
himfelre  proftrate  all  along  ouerthwart  the  gate  of  the 
campe,faying  vnto  the, that  if  they  were  fodelirous  to  de- 
part,both  they  and  their  horfesfliould  go  ouerhis  body. 
Whereupon  they  vrerefoafhamed,  that  chaunging  their 
mindes,euery  one  betooke  him  againe  to  his  quarter,and 
reconciled  themfelues  vnto  their  generall.  The  prudence 
of‘P^;jA«^  deferuethtobealleagedhere,  who  according 
to  the  cuftome  of  the  young  gentlemen  of  Rome,  was 
brought  into  the  Senate,  after  he  had  put  on  the  gowne 
wouen  about  with  purple  which  they  yfed  togiuetoyong 
nien,to  the  end  to  frame  them  by  litle  and  litle  to  the  ma- 
naging of  affaires.  In  his  returne  from  the  Senate,  which 
was  longer  in  breaking  vp  than  vfually  they  were  woont 
to  do,his  mother  asked  him  the  caufe  thereof.  And  after 
many  threatnings  and  compulfions,  Pamrim  not  willing 
to  reuealethe  fecretofthecouncell,as  it  had  been  cxpref- 
Jy  forbidden  him,  bethought  himfelfe  of  a fubtill  lie,  fay- 
ing,that  the  Senators  were  in  great  contention  whether  it 

were  more  expedient  to  agree  that  one  man  (hould  haiie 
two  wiues,or  one  woman  two  husbands  : which  (quoth 
he)  (halbe  determined  to  morow.  His  mother  beleeuin<T 
It,  told  the  fame  to  the  Romane  ladies  hir  companions* 
who  met  all  the  next  day  at  the  entrie  of  the  Senate, befee- 
ching the  iiidges  to  giueafauourablcfentencefor  them. 

^ being  knowen,procuredgreat  laughter,  and 

made  the  prudence  ofthisyong  man  to  be  greatly  eflee- 
nied.Butletvsfpeak  ofthe  other  two  ages  ofman.  Mans 
eltatebeginneth  when  a man  is  euen  now  ripe  and  fetled, 

and 
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and  groweth  no  more  in  body.  This  onely  age  is  moft  apt 
and  tit  to  attaine  to  vertue  and  honeftie.  For  then  is  rea- 
fon  ftrongandpov^^er-fullinhim,  then  is  his  iiidgement 
found,  & his  bodily  vigor  of  force  and  ftrength  to  labour 
and  trauel.Of  the  name  of  this  age,  I mean  of  this  Latine 
word  F/r,did  vertue  firft  take  hir  name,  which  in  Latine  is 
/^/rr/^.-bicaufethis  wordeT/r,  hgnifiethhimthatis in  the 
age  of  virilitie,  or  mans  eftate,  as  if  you  wouldfay,  apt  to 
be  a minifter  and  praditioner  of  vertue.  It  is  true  that  Jfi- 
dsYPu  confoundeth  Tonth,  (which  he  placeth  after  Adolef. 
cencie)  and  faying,  that  this  word  vir  is  a 

wordoffexeandnot  ofage.  But  herein  he  agreeth  with 
vs^that  the  perfedion  of  mans  ftrength  beginneth  at  25;. 
yeeres,  where  we  faid  that  adolefccncie  ended  . In  this 
ftrength  a man  continuethvntil  50. yeeres,  and  then  be- 
ginneth to  grow  weake,  and  to  decline  continually  vntill 
death . The  whole  age  of  virilitie  ought  to  be  full  of  hone- 
ftie and  vertue,&  to  bring  foorth  theeffeds  of  prudence, 
temperance,  fortitude  and  iuftice,  whereof  we  haue  dif- 
courfed  at  large.  And  ifany  man  before  he  came  to  this 
age,  had  not  that  education  and  inftrudio  which  was  ne- 
ceifary  for  him  ( whereof  we  haue  alreadie  difeourfed)  by 
reafon  of  his  fathers  negligece,  or  through  the  licentiouf^ 
nes  of  adolefccncie,  then  efpecially  is  he  to  take  the  bri- 
dle between  his  teeth  in  good  earneft,  bicaufe  yet  there  is 
good  time  & feafon,yea  oportunitie  of  great  fruit,  to  pr^ 
fit  in  learning  and  vertue,  fo  that  he  cannot  alleage  this 
€xcufe,that  he  was  not  inftruded  in  youth.  Clitomachns  of 
Carthage,  when  he  was  aboue  40. yeeres  of  age,  came  to 
Athens  tolearne  vnder  Cameadt'Sy  with  whom  he  profited 
fo  well,that  after  his  death  he  fuccccded  in  his  place  and 
taught  others*.  being  at  Rome,  and  meeting  with 

the  emperor  Marcm  Atireliw  in  the  ftreete  with  one  man 
after  him, demanded  of  him  whether  he  went.  It  becom- 
meth  euen  an  old  man  (quoth  he)  tolearne.  I am  goyng 
(faid  he)  to  Sextm  the  Philofopher,  to  learne  that  which  I 
know  not.  Than  Lucim  lifting  vp  his  hands  towards  hea- 
uen,cried  out,  O good  GodJ fsc  an  emjerour  eacn gray-headed 
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caryitjg  his  hooke  as  if  he  were  a child  to  heare  a leBure  and  to  he 
infirtiSiedtherehj : andyet  moH  kings  of  the  earth  tv  ill  not  vouch- 
[afetolookevfona  hoo^ateighteeneyeeresofage  . Solon  had  soionleamcd 
this  fcncence  commonly  in  his  mouth,  that  he  waxed  old  ^oti^ehowerof 
ashelearned.  The  fame  day  and  houre  that  he  died,  be- 
ing  aboue  So.yeeres  olde,and  hearing  fome  of  his  friends 
difputing  of  a certain  point  of  Philofophy,  he  lift  vp  him-  ^ 

felf  vpon  his  bed  after  his  maner  as  wel  as  he  could . And 
being  asked  vrhy  he  did  ^OyTo  the  end  (quoth  he)  that  when 
Jhaueiearnedthatwhereofyoudilpute,  1 might  end  my  dayes: 

& foin  deed  he  did.For  the  difputation  was  no  fooner  en- 
ded but  he  died.  learned  mufick  when  he  was  ve-  socratesiear. 

ry ol^^lTerentiusFarro^mdCMarcus Portius  Cato  learned  nedmudckbc- 
Greck  when  they  wereold.  lultanusthQ  great  lawyer  vfed  T.^ani^andM 
to  fay  whe  he  was  very  old,that  although  he  had  one  foot  Catoicamea 
in  the  graue,yet  he  was  defirous  to  learne.  Alphonfus  king  t?cy  wercoia 
of  Arragon,when  he  was  5 o .yeeres  old,  learned  the  Latin 

toongjandtranflatedTl/^L/w/^^outofLarineinto  Spa- 

nifli.The  fixt  and laft  ageof  man  is  called  Old-age,  which 
according  to  Marcus  /^rri?,and  other  authors,  beginneth  ' 

at  yo.yeeres,  bicaufeat  this  age  the  naturall  power  and 
Ibengch  of  man  beginneth  to  decline  and  fade  away.  Ifi- 
dorus calleth  this  time  ^rauitie, 'which  hemaketh  to  laft  vn-  ofoid-^ge, 
till  7a  yeeres,  and  termeth  the  ouer-plus  of  age  beyond 
that, old-age.  Butasneither  the  diuifion  of  ages  here  fet 
downe,  nor  the  termcs  wherein  v/e  haue  .enclofed  them, 
could  agree  to  the  ages  of  our  hrft  fathers,  either  in  the 
hrh  or  fecond  age,wherin  they  lined  commonly  as  manic 
yeeres  as  we  do  moneths/oconfidering  the  aiortneffe  of 
ourday5,which  the  Pfalmift  limiteth  within  80.  yeeres  at 
the  rnoft,!  think  we  are  to  folow  the  opinio  of  Farro,  who  ^ 
calleth  old-age  whatfoeuer  is  aboue  5o.yeeres . In  which 
age  prudence  is  a very  meet  & iieceflTary  ornamen  t,v/hich  Fmdencc  is  rhe 
thofe  ancient  men  might  attain  vnto  through  long  vfe  of 
life,  through  knowledge,  and  through  cxperience^Ther- 
fore  it  is  their  office  to  fuccour  and  heipe  theyonger  fort, 
their  ftiendes,  and  the  common-wealth  by  their  pru- 
dence and  counfeil , For  this  caufe  Romulm  the  firft 
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founder  of  th  ecitieof  Rome,  chofean  hundred  of  the  el- 
deft  in  the  citie,by  whofecounfell  he  willed  that  itfliould 
andfro^  whence  gcucmed.  Aiid  of  thcfe  old  men  called  in  Latin  Senesy 

it  came.  camc  that  word  Senatti^f,  which  is  as  much  to  fay,  as  an  af- 

fembly  or  gathering  togither  of  olde  men,whom  we  now 
call  counfailors  or  Senators.  And  albeit  that  men  now  a 
dayes  greatly  abufe  thofe  charges , yet  furely  they  pro- 
perly belong  to  olde  men  , towhome  it  appertaineth  to 
gouerne  townes,to  adminifter  iuftice,and  to  be  a paterne 
and  example  ofhoneftie  to  the  younger  fort  . For  then 
haue  they  no  time  to  take  their  eafe,  but  (as  Cicero  faith ) 
they  muftencreafe  the  exercifes  of  the  foule,  as  they  di- 
minifli  the  labours  of  the  bodie.Let  them  remember  that 
faying  of  the  Lacedemonian, who  being  asked  why  he  fuf- 
fred  his  beard  to  grow  fo  longrto  the  end  (quoth  he)that 
by  looking  vpon  my  white  haire,  I fhould  be  put  in  mind 
not  to  do  any  ad  vnbefeeming  this  hoarie  whiteneffe.  In 
this  age  that  fentence  of  ought  efpecially  to  be  well 
thought  vpon,  Thatyong  men  die  very  fione,  but  that  olde  men 
cannot  Hue  long.  To  which  effed  E^aminondas  fayd,that  vntil 
3 o . yeeres  it  may  be  thus  faid  to  men,  Te  are  welcome : for 
vntill  that  time  they  feeme  ftilltobe  comminginto  the 
world. From  30. vntill  5o.yeeres,they  muft  befaluted  in 
this  maner,  Te  are  in  a good  bower,  bicaufe  they  are  then  to 
know  what  the  world  is.  And  from  50.  to  the  end  a man 
muft  fay  vnto  t\\tvc\yGo  in  a good  ^(?rr^r,bicaufe  then  they  go 
faire  and  foftly, taking  their  leaue  of  the  world . Olde  age 
(laid  an  olde  man  that  liued  ill)  hathfufficientde- 
formitiesofit  felf,  do  notthou  adde  fuch  as  proceed  from 
vvbatbrcedeth  vice.Fot  it  is  not  grided  haire, nor  a wrinckled  vifage  that 
^u^thomie  in  a bringeth  authoritie,but  a life  that  is  honeftly  led  and  gui- 
ded according  to  the  beft  end  of  our  being  whereunto  e- 
iiery  age  is  to  be  referred.  7b  fuch  olde  men  (faith  Sopho- 
cles) as  haue  their  foules  nouriQied  with  heauenly  light, 
old  age  is  not  grieuous,  and  in  fuch  the  defire  of  contem- 
plation and  knowledge  encreafeth  as  much  as  the  plea- 
furesof  their  bodiedecreafc.Therfore  when  wehauepaf- 
reateft  part  of  our  days  to  the  profile  of  ma- 
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ny,ifthan  through  weaknes  ofextremeagewc  are  con- 
ftrained  to  leaue  the  managing  of  publike  affaires,  it  will 
be  very  great  honour, comfort  and  contentation  of  mind 
ynto  vs,  to  run  the  reft  of  our  race  quietly  and  peaceably 
in  the  ftudie  of  letters,  wherein  delight  is  ioyned  with  ho- 
neft  contemplation . 

The  ende  of  the  thirteenth  dates  rvorhe. 
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Of  Policies  and  of fmdry fortes  of gouernmentf. 

Chap, 

F we  are  able  to  difcern  be- 
^ ^ tween  the  bodie  & the  foul, 
between  this  prefent  tran- 
fitorie  life  and  the  life  to 
come,  which  is  eternal!,  we 
will  not  thinke  it  ftrange, 
that  one  part  of  mans  biiil-  f„biea“om"» 
ding  fhould  be  created  to 
remaine  free  foreuer,  and 
to  be  exempted  fro  the  yoke  of  humane  power,  acknow- 
ledging onely  the  fpiritual  iurifdidion^and  the  other  part 
to  be  in  feruitude,and  to  receiue  commaundement  from 
thofe  humane  and  ciuill  offices,  which  are  to  be  kept  a- 
mongft  men , Jnthekingdome  ofGod(fdk\\  Paul)  there  is  net--  Gab.iSv 
trier  lew  nor  gracian  ^neither  bond  nor fee, neither  barbarian  nor 
Scythian,  but  lefm  CfonFl;  is  allin  all , Stand  fail  in  thelibertie  Col.3,11^ 
rvherewithyou  are  made fiee.\nd  by  and  by  after  he  addeth  :• 
On^lyvfenotjourbbertieasanQCcafonto  thefejh,  but  by  lone 
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OfPolicie,  and  of  the 

ferue'one  another » And  elfe- where  he  faith.  Let  euery  foule  he 
fuhieci  to  the  higher  powers : for  there  is  no  power  but  of  God, 
PVhofoeuer  thVrf ore  reJlHeth  the  power , refiHeth  the  ordinance  of 

GtPdiWherby  it  appeereth  that  they  which  thinke  that  the 
maintenance  ofciuil  policies  are  the  worke  of  man  only, 
are  greatly  deceiued.  For  we  muft  of  neceifitie  beleeue, 
that  it  proceedeth  from  the  counfel  ofGod,and  from  his 
eternal!  prouidence,  without  which  neither  the  round 
frame  of  the  world, nor  cities  & townes  could  in  any  fort 
abide  ftedfaft ; & fo  that  it  is  very  neceffary  for  their  pre- 
feruation,that  certain  lawes  fliould  be  appointed,  accor- 
ding vnto  which  men  may  liue  honeftly  & iuftly  one  with 
another  As  there  are  then  two  chief  regiments  & gouern- 
mentsin  man,ofwhichonerefpedeththefoule,  and  ac- 
knowledgeth  no  temporal  king  or  mafter,  but  holdeth  of 
one  only  lefusChrift  according  to  the  niinifterie  of  his 
word,&  the  other  is  to  ordaine  a ciuil  iuftice  only,  and  to 
reforme  outward  maners,wherunto  the  body  during  this 
life  is  wholy  fubied,referuing  the  firft  ertate  of  man  in  his 
freedom  according  to  the  diuine  rule  of  pietie,  we  are  di- 
ligently to  looke  to  this  fecond  eftate  of  fubiedion  & fer- 
uitude,  which  is  moft  neceffary  for  the  maintenance  of 
common  peace  & tranquillitie  amongft  men.  Now  foraf- 
much(my  corapanions)as  we  haue  hitherto  according  to 
our  weak  iudgement  noted  the  moral  vertues  of  the  foul, 
for  the  better  framing  of  mens  adions  to  that  which  is 
decent  & honeft  in  this  life,  and  folowing  the  fame  order 
hauealfogiuen  rules  &inftrudionsforthe  gouernment 
of  a family,we  are  now  to  enter  into  this  large  field  of  hu- 
mane polici^,  & to  confider  of  the  parts  that  belong  vnto 
it,referringthechiefefcopeofthe  handling  of  this  mat- 
ter,which  otherwife  would  be  infinite, to  the  ruling  & pre- 
feruing  of  our  French  monarchie,for  the  inftrudiqn  of  al 
eftates  that  are  therein . And  firft  we  wil  fee  what  ciuil  po- 
licie  is,and  intreat  briefly  of  the  diuers  kinds  of  gouern- 
inents  amog  the  ancients,that  we  may  fo  much  the  better 
attaine  to  the  knowledge  of  that  vnder  w'hich  we  liue. 

A M A N A.  To  command  and  to  obey  (faith  jdrifiot le) 

are 
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arc  not  only  necelfary  but  alfo  profitable:yea  fome  things  ofcommjn. 
are  borne  to  obey, and  others  to  command,  whofe  com-  Jingandobey- 
mon  end  is  publike  benefit  & ciuil  iuftice,  which  are  pre- 
ferued  by  a wel  eftablilhed  poIicie,and  right  gouernmcnt 
according  to  the  lawes  of  nature, 

Aram.  Eiiery  ciuil  focietie  muft  be  kept  in  order  by 
fome  polide,  which  is  a necelfary  helpe  to  caufe  a man  to  bondofaurt 
walke  in  his  vocation . But  as  the  elements  cannot  be  in-  ciede. 
termingled  one  with  another,  except  it  be  by  an  vnequall 
proportion  and  temperature : fo  I thinke  that  ciuil  poli- 
cies cannot  wel  be  preferued  but  by  a certaine  inequalitie 
which  is  to  be  feenein  all  countries  by  diuersforts  ofGo- 

uernments.ButletvsheareA  c H I T o Bdifcourfetothis 
cffed. 

Ac  H I T o B.  In  all  things  compounded  of  matter  and  Thereisfl.e>vof 
forme, commanding  & obeying  are  fo  naturall,thac  there  ‘““'manding 
isfomclliewtherofeuenin  things  without  life : as  we  fee 
in  that  harmonic  which  confifteth  in  voyce,  & in  founds, 
wherein  the  contra-tenorfeemeth  to  command  ouer  the 
bafe.  This  whole  inferiour  world  obeyeth  the  fuperiour,  Thefuperior 
and  is  gouerned  thereby, through  a certain  vertueaccom- 
pamed  with  light  and  heate,called  of  many  Philofophers  dieinfcriot. 
thefpiritofthe  world,  or  as  “Ptod  faith,  the  foule  of  the 
world,  which  defcendingffom  the  celeftiall  nature,  and 
intermingling  it  felfe  throughout  the  whole  maffe  of  this 
great  body,  penetrateth,  quickneth,  nourilheth  and  mo- 
derateth  all  chaungeable  things  vnder  the  Moone,  The 
chiefe  minifter  and  dilpofer  of  this  vertue  is  the  Sunne, 
whom  we  acknowledge  as  king  among  the  ftarres,  light-  Efc^cne 
nmg  the  vniuerfall  frame  with  his  beames  . The  Moone 
isasitwcretheQ^eene,  ruling  ouer  all  moiftures,  and  TSoonem, 
among  other  maruails,  lliewinghirmanifeft  power  ouer  ■«*oucraa 
the  flowyng  and  ebbing  of  the  Ocean  feas  . We  fee  a- 
mong  the  Elementes  that  the  Fire  and  Aire  through  'rhe  Fire  and 
their  firft  qualities  are  Adiue,  and  that  the  water  and  mon|[hfeil‘ 
earth  are  Palfiue,  asbeeyng  more  materiall.  Amongfl:  ments. 
all  kinds  ofbirdes  the  Eagle  is  prefidenr,amonglibeafts 
the  Lion  . In  frefli  and  falte  waters  the  mightiell:  filhes  the  Eagle, uoa 

rule. 
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«hiie  and  pike  nile,as  the  Whale  ill  the  fea,and  the  Pike  in  pootes.  Man 
ouer  their  kinds  rulcth  oucf  allliuingcreatures,  and  in  man  compounded 
of  body,roule,  andvnderftanding , the  foule  commaun- 
deth  ouer  the  body,  and  the  vnderflanding  ouer  the  de- 
hre.  We  haue  alfo  feene  by  proceeding  from  one  particu- 
lar man  to  afamilie  made  of  many  perfons,  how  the  head 
commandeth  diuerfly  ouer  ^le  partes  of  his  houfe.  Eueii 
fo  it  is  neceffary,  that  euery  ciuill  focietie,  which  is  made 
one  of  many  families  tending  to  a generall  good , fliould 
be  kept  in  by  feme  policie  confifting  in  commanding  and 
obeying.  In  many  places  of  the  world  there  are  countries 
where  the  cities  are  not  inclofed>  where  there  is  no  vfe  of 
learning,  and  where  there  are  nokinges.  Other  people 
there  are  that  dwell  in  nohoufes,  that  vfe  no  money , 
that  Hue  with  rawe  fleih  : in  a worde,  that  feeme  to  hold 

more  ofthe  nature  ofbeafts  than  of  men.  And  yet  there 

SuKoiide.^*  arc  none  that  haue  no  kind  ofpolicieeftablilhedamongft 
them , or  that  vfe  no  lawes  or  cuftomes,  whereunto  they 
willingly  fubmitthemfelues . Neither  are  they  without 
fome  apprehenfion  and  reuerence  of  the  diuine  nature, v- 
Diuineiuftice'&  ^^g  prayers  & facrifices, although  damnable  : fo  ftraight- 
humane  policie  ly  are  thefc  two  things,  diuine  lufiice  and  humane  Policie  loi- 
.iw.vci.nkrii  togither,  that  the  one  cannot  in  any  fort  remaine  a- 
mongftmen  without  the  other.  Therefore  faith, 

that  a citie  will  fooner  Hand  without  a foundation,  than 
ciuil  policie  can  be  framed  and  eftablilhed  without  any  re- 
ligion and  opinion  of  God,  or  without  the  preferuation 
thereof  after  it  is  once  receiued . Moreouer,the  firft  agree- 
ment of  people  forfaking  their  barbarous  and  rulticall 
life,  to  ioine  in  ciuil  focietie,  was  to  thisende,  that  they 
might  haue  a place  of  religion  to  keepethem  togither. 
Religion  furely  is  the  foundation  of  all  common- wealths, 
of  the  execution  oflawes,of  the  obedience  offubieds  to- 
wards their  magiftrates,  of  their  feare  towards  princes, 
of  mutual  loue  among  themfclues,  and  of  iuftice  towards 
others.  Ljeurgus  reformed  the  eftate  of  the  Lacademoni- 
ans,  NumaPom^ilius  of  the  RomancSjiS’o/c?;/  of  the  Atheni- 
ans, and  Deucalion  of  all  the  Gracians  generally , by  ma- 
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king  them  deuout  and  afFedionate  towardes  the  cods  in  >ru 
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prayers^  othes,  oracles,  and  prophefies,  throuch  the  lawmakersc- 

m<»i>nc  r\r  f/artf-o  J j:..: t •?  . 


ftabl.Hicd  then 


means  of  feare  and  hope  ofthe  diuine  nature,  which  they  ordinance 
imprinted  in  them.  /’(»^&/*#gouernourand  lieutenant  to  '^roughAc 
Scifio^fiicanni,  and  taken  for  thewifeft  Politician  in  his 


. ^7  ' * aii«a  Laivtii lut  lucwucii  roiicician  in  his 

time, laithjThat  the  Romans  had  neuer  any  greater  means 

th  ^ n I ^4  4-l-\  • 1 Religion  the 


u ''■’’•r'r  <tiiygrearer means 

than  religion,  to  extend  the  borders  of  their  empire  and  the 
the  glory  of  their  famous  adsouer  all  the  earth.  Defiring 
therforc  that  religion,  the  truth,  and  the  law  of  God,  all  '“r*"' 
which  are  one,  and  publiflied  by  the  mouth  of  God,  may 
continue  and  dwelamongfl:  vs.  Jet  vs  fee  what  Policie  is, 
wherunto  it  oughtchiefly  to  tend,  and  what  fundry  forts’ 
therearcofeftablilhingit,  by  the  contrary  kindes  of  go- 
uernmentvfed  among  the  auncients.  Policie  isaworde 
deriuedofthisGreeke  wordwovra'*,  which  fignifieth  the  whatPoiicie 
regiment  ofacitie  or  common-wealth  : and  that  which 
tne  (j  ra:cians  call  Political  gouernment,  theLatines  call  wordisderiuei 
thegouermentofacommon-wealth,orof  a ciuil  Ibcietie. 

This  word  Pp/i«>  hath  been  taken  in  many  fignifications 
amongft  the  auncients  : fometime  it  fignified  a Burgefie, 


. . ca  , av.nvi-aiiiw  At  ilgijiiicu  n jourgeiie, 

tnat  IS  to  lay,  the  participation  and  enioying  ofthe  rights  the  Auers 
and  priuiledges  of  a towne:  fometime  themaner  of  life  “dMcy 
^fed  by  fome  pohticall  perfon  : as  when  one  commen- 
deththepolicieof'Pe’w/w,  orofSiW,  that  is,  their  kind 
otgouernment  : fometime  alfo  when  they  would  note 
dome  woortny  deed  in  the gouernment  of  the  common- 
weal th,  they  fay  of  policie  this 

d^y.  Butthechiefe  fignification  of  this  worde,  and  that 
Mdiich  aunfwercth  to  our  prefen  t difeourfe,  Kthe  order  a^d 
enate  whereby  one  or  many  townes  are yonernei,  and  puhlike  af. 

fa>res  well  managed  and  adminiHred.  But  before  we  beginne 
to  fpeak  ofthe  diuers  fortes  of  Policies,  that  is  to  fay  of 
gouernmentsof  townes,ofwhich  all  Common-wealthes 
and  Monarchies  are  compounded, let  vs  fpeake  a word  of 

the  end  ofpolicy, and  of  that  marke  whereat  it  ought  efpe- 

ciallytoaime.  As  all  Cities  and  ciuill  focieties  are  ap- 

fpefteth  Good,  fo  all  policie  re-  oftheendof  • 

p tteth  the  fame,  andtendeth  to  no  other  thing,  than 

Pp/  to 
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to  vnite  and  frame  vs  to  the  companfe  of  men  fo  long  as 
we  line  amongft  them : to  conforme  our  maners  to  a ci- 
uilliuftice,  toTet  vs  at  agreement  one  with  ^ 

to  maintaine  and  preferue  common  peace  ^ranquil- 
litie,  by  procuring  that  euery  one  may  haue  his  “ 

isthecaufe  that  men  to  communicate  togither  with^ 

fraud  or  hurt,that  the  infolencie  of  the  wicked 
and  puniflied  : briefly,  that  notonely  all  duties  ofhuma- 
nSe^^re  vfed  amongft  men.  but  alfo  that  fome  publique 
forme  of  religion  appeereth.and  thatblafphemies  againft 
the  diuine  nature.and  other  offences  which  trouble  com- 
mon quietnefle  are  hot  openly  broched . For  although 

falleth  not  within  the  compaffe  of  mans  power, as  we  laid, 

to  preferibe  and  appoint  by  their  authoritie  any  regiment 
and  gouernment  ouer  foules,  yet  euery  one  is  not  to  bee 
fuffred  to  forge  at  his  pleafure  lawes  concerning  ‘‘cly  on, 
and  the  maner  of  feruing  God.  But 
carefully  prouide.thatjthe  true  feruice  ofGod  be  notpub- 
likely  violated  and  polluted  through  an  vncontrouled  h- 
bertk,  efpecially  confidering  that  conferuation  of  e- 

uerv  w’ell ordered policie dependeth  thereupon . But  we 

fliafvnderftand  this  matter  more  at  “)■ 

particular  handling  of  the  parts  of  an  eftate.which  we  w il 
^iuideinto  5 .prinlpal  and  general  heads, folowing  ther- 
in  the  ancient  Politikes,  namely,  into  the 
Law,and  the  people.  Now  to  goe  on  with  that  which  w as 

propounded  vnto  vs,  let  vs  or^dT 

Lrnments  which  were  amongft  the  anaents.  The  ordi- 
nance of  acitie,  or  order  amongft  magiftrates,  efpecially 

amongft  them  that  had  the  foueraigne  rule  ouer  all,  was 

called  of  the  ancients.CowwDv-weAA,  or  as  fome  others  wil 
nS^cording  to  the  qualitie  of  the  chiefe  rulers  ther- 

of.Andthofecommon-wealths  thattended  to  com^ 


beneht  were  laid  to  . ^ . -S 

fpeded  the  profit  of  the  fuperiors  only,  the)i  were  faid 
be  corrupt,&  were  called  tranfgreflions  of  right  commo- 

. wealths,fhefe  being  the  caufe  of  as  mucheuil  to  the  whoje 


diuers  fortes  of  Gouernments. 

body  of  the  city, as  the  others  are  of  Good  For  as  the  good 
oreuillofanhoufedependethofthe  father  of  the  fami- 
lie,  the  fafetie  or  Ioffe  of  a fliip,of  the  Pilote  or  mafter,  the 
good  or  ill  fucceffe  of  an  ariny,of  the  generall  thereof : fo 
thehappinesorvnhappines  of  townes  and  peoples  de- 
pendeth  of  the  magiftrates,and  yet  fo  that  God  ruleth  o- 
uer  all.  Common-wealths  then  are  either  good  or  bad, 
right  or  corrupted.  That  is  a good  common-welth,whcr- 
in  the  goiiernours  feeke  the  publike  profit  of  the  citizens, 
& the  benefit  of  the  whole  ciuil  focietie.  It  is  called  right 
and  iuft,  bicaufe  it  hath  fuch  an  end,  and  feeketh  after  the 
fame,  taking  no  counfell  about  any  thing, but  only  about 
the  preferuationofiuftice.  A corrupt  common-wealth  is 
that  which  repugneth  and  is  diredly  contrary  to  that 
which  is  good  and  iuft,&  chiefly  to  the  end  therof.  For  it 
feeketh  only  theincreafe  of  priuatc  commoditie,  hauing 
no  care  of  publike  profit. There  are  ^.kindsof  good  com- 
mon-wealths, and  3 . of  bad,  whofe  gouernment  alwayes 
confifteth  in  the  fuperiors  ofthe  eftate, taking  their  appel- 
lation and  name  of  them,  as  hath  been  faid.The  firft  kind 
ofgood  common-wealths  is  a Monarchie,  which  taketh 
place  whe  the  foueraigntie  is  in  one  alone.  This  refpeding 
publike  profit  onely , and  preferring  common  benefit  al- 
ways before  hir  own  priuate  and  particular  commoditie, 
taketh  ypo  hir  the  name  ofa  kingdom,  or  of  kingly  pow- 
er . But  if  flie  looke  vnto  his  particular  benefit  that  ruleth, 
fc^king  to  raign  by  an  abfolute  wil  without  any  obferua- 
tio  of  iuft  laws,then  flie  hath  the  name  of  tiranie,  which  is 
tne  firft  bad  kindofcomonrwelch.Nowforafmuchas  we 
liue  in  this  kingdo,  vnder  this  firft  kind  of  comon-welth, 
called  a kingly  monarchie,we  wil  dilate  this  matter, &c6- 
fider  thereof  at  large  in  a feueral  treatife,  that  we  may  the 
better  know  the  excellencieof  it,when  it  is  wel  &iuftly  or- 
dained.Thefecond  kind  ofa  right  & good  commo-welth 
is  of  a Greek  word  called  an  Ariftocratie,which  in  our  la- 
guage  we  may  in  terprete,  the  power  ofthe  hefi  me, who  we  cal 
in  latine  optimates,  bicaufe  they  are  accounted  for  the  beft 
& moft  vertuous  men.  This  forme  of  gouernment  taketh 

Pp  ij  place 
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place  when  a few  tried  and  approoued  naen  for  maners 
and  learning  haue  the  foiieraigntie  iointly  togither,  and 
make  lawes  for  the  reft  of  the  people  , whither  it  be  ge- 
nerally or  particularly , direding  their  thoughtes  to  no 
other  marke  than  to  publique  vtilitie  and  profite.  This 
was  feenc  moft  excellently  among  the  Lacedemonians, 
TheLacedemo-  w’hofe  commou- wealth  ftirpafted  ail  others  ofhirtime,as 
nianeftatcvvas.  well fot  hit policie  and eftabli{hment,whereof  there  was 
wrnroWsSo-  neuer  tlie  like,  and  wherein  (he  continued  about  500. 
ucrnment.  yeeres,  as  alfo  for  the  glorie  of  hit  w^adike  adcs , w'here- 
by  (he  helde  the  empire  of  Grsecia  a long  tyme,  vnder  the 
lawes  of  that  happy  Ariftocraticall  gouernment,  which 
L;’c^r^//^eftabliftied there.  This  man  feeyng their  eftate 
to  incline  one  while  to  tirannie,  when  the  kings  had  too 
much  power , and  an  other  while  to  popular  confufion, 
when  the  common  people  beganne  to  vfurpe  too  great 
Why  the  Senate  author!  tie,  deuifedwith  him-felfe  togiue  themacoun- 
of  Lacedemo-  terpoizc,  that  fliould  be  healthfiill  for  the  whole  bodie 
ofthe  Common-wealth,  by  eftablifliing  there  a Senate, 
which  was  as  a ftrong  barre, holding  both  the  extremities 
in.equall  balaunce,  and  giuing  firme  and  ftedfaft  foo- 
ting to  their  eftate.  For  the  2 8 . Senators  making  the  bo- 
die of  the  Senate,  fometimes tooke part  with  the  two- 
kings  who  were  depriued  of  allfoueraigntie,fo  far  foorth- 
as  was  thought  needfull  to  relift  the  raftinelfe  of  the  pco- 
Sin^Toaa.  contrarywife,  fometimes  they  ftrengthened 

dcmonfaiud.  the  peoples  fide  againft  the  kings,  who  had  then  but  the 
voyces  of  two  Senatoures  in  the  counccll  , thereby  to 
keepe  them  from  vfurping  any  tyrannicall  power  . True 
it  is  that  their  eftate  was  not  purely  Ariftocraticall, 
vntill  one  hundred  yeeres  after  the  firft  eftablilhment 
thereof  by  Lycurgns , bicaufe  hee  had  left  the  confir- 
mation and  abrogation  of  the  aduice  and  decrees  of 
Thcpoiicieof  Senate  in  the  peoples  power  . But  Tolydon^  and 
Porydorusand  Thcovompti^  y and  feeyng  how  hard  a mat-' 

g«thrp^vvcV''  ter  it  was  to  alfemble  all  the  people  togither,  and  how 
Sut ofthe pcfcH  they  ouerthrew’  many  tymes  the  facred  decrees  of  the 
picshands.  Senate,  holpe  them-felues  v/ith  an  oracle  from  (Apollo, 

whereby 
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whereby  it  was  fignified  that  the  Senate  of  thktie  fliould 
from  thence-forth  haue  all  power  in  matters  of  eftate,  in 
fo  much  that  ofSenators  they  became  foueraigne  lordes. 

And  to  content  the  people, they  appointed  flue  Ephories  why  the  tph®* 
who  were  chofen  out  of  the  people,  as  Tribunes  to  keepe 
awaytiranny.  That  policie then  is  truely  Ariftocraticall,  «aemoma.  ’ 
wherin  vertue  only  is  refpeded  in  the  diftribution  of  ma- 
giftracies,  and  the  benefit  of  the  fubicds  is  chiefly  conik 
deredin  thegouernment  thereof.  OUgarchieis  oppofite 
and  contrary  to  this,  and  is  the  fecond  kinde  ofa  corrup- 
ted common-wealth . This  is  when  a few  noble  or  riche 
men  occupie  the  authoritie  and  adminiitration  of  the 
common-wealth,reieaing  the  poorer  and  baferfort,  and 
aiming  at  nothing  but  at  their  ownc  priuate  and  particu- 
lar profite,  without  all  .care  of  publique  commoditie. 

Thefe  men  alwayesvfe  to  take  part  with  their  like  in  no- 
bilitie  or  riches,  to  the  treading  downe  and  oppreflion 
of  the  meaner  fort  of  people.  Moreouer,  they  rule  all  mat- 
ters according  totheiraifeaions,  and  through  ambiti- 
on and  couetoufnes  take  them  into  their  own  hands,vntil  how«  ow 
iomeonethat  is  mightieft  amongft  them, find  the  means  is  changed 

to  rule  abfolutely,and  to  change  the  Oligarchic  into  a ti-  iTheSmpte 
rauny.  ex4>-/i?dr/daffirmeththat  all  the  auncient  gouern-  'hereof. 
ments  in  Sicilia  were  Oligarchies,  amongwhich  that  of 
theLeontines  was  tranflated  into  the  tirannie  oi^ane- 
CHS,  that  of  Gela  into  the  tirannie  of  Cleander,  that  oi Rhe- 
nium into  the  tirannie  of  lb  of  many  others. 

The  third  kind  ofa  good  and  right  common-wealth  is  of 
a Greeke  worde  called  Timocratie,  which  we  may  call  ofaTimocraty. 
Thepowerofmeaneormdtfereut  vsealth.  This  kinde  ofgo- 
uernment  was  after  a peculiar  fort  called  of  the  Aiinci- 
tntshyt\\enzmeoi  Common-wealth:  bicaule  this  policie 
tended  moft  of  all  to  publique  profite,and  was  guided  by 
lawes,  and  * compounded  of  an  Oligarchic  and  a Demo-  'h;,  meaning 
cratie, which  are  two  extremes,  andofthemfelues  vicious  if>'h«itisru6d 
and  corrupt. For  of  their  mediocrities  this  forme  of  com-  tadreTfro^ech 
mon-wealth  was  inftituted  after  3. fortes.  Firft,  by  taking 
the  lawes  andinftitutions  of  both : fecondly,  by  holding 

Pp  iij  the 


528 


Of  a Demo- 
cratic. 

Fiue  kinds  ther- 
of,  according  CO 
Ariitoileinhis 
4<bookeofPo- 
lici.ca.4. 


Athens  a De- 

mocratical 

cHacc. 


Ofamixt  kinde 
oi  common- 
wealth. 


Of  Policie,  and  ofthe 

the  mediocritie  of  things  commanded  by  them  s thirdly, 

by  following  the  conftitutions,  partly  of  the  one,  & Part- 
ly of  the  other.  t/4nnotle  fpeaketh  of  this  kind  of  Com- 
mon-wealth when  he  faith,  lhat  ciuillfocietieconfiftmg 
ofmeaneperfons  is  very  good,  and  that  thoie  cities  are 
we!  f’ouerned  wherein  there  ate  many  ofthe  middle  lort, 

who  haue  more  power  than  both  the  otherparties,  or  at 

leaft  than  any  one  of  them . For  where  as  many  are  palling 
rich  or  extreme  poore,  there  foUoweth  either  an  extreme 
Democratie,or  an  intollerable  Oligarchie,or  els  through 
their  excefle,  a tirannie.  Now'e  the  laft  kind  of  corrupt 
common-wealth  remaineth  to  be  feene,  which  is  called 
Democratic,  where  free  and poore  men  being  the  grea- 
ter number,  are  lordes  of  the  eftatc  . There  were  hue 
fortes  of  them:  thehrft,  where  the  gouernment  was  e- 
quallv  communicated  to  all : the  fecond,  where  re^rd 
was  had  to  wealth,  although  it  was  but  fmall .the  third, 
where  all  the  citizens  were  partakers  of  the  gouernment 
vnder  the  ruling  ofthe  lawe : the  fourth,where  etiery  one 
might  attaine  to  the  magiftracie,  fo  that  hee  were  a citi- 
zen,  and  the  lawe  ruled  : the  lift,  where  other  thinp 
beyng  equall,  the  multitude  commanded  and  not  the 
lawe : and  then  the  people  onely  gouerned,  accordyng 

to  their  fanfie  by  decrees  and  prouifoes,  which  they  gaue 
out  daily  .opprelfing  the  vertuous,  riche  and  noble,  that 
they  might  Hue  in  all  libertie  . This  kinde  is  not  to  bee 
called  a Com  mon-wealth,  feeing  the  lawes  beare  no  fway, 
but  beyng aunfwerablc  to  atirannie,  it  is  paflingill,  and 
vnwoortWeto  bee  numbred  among  Common-wealths. 

■ TUto  and  Xenophon  wrote, that  the  Democratic  of  Athens 
was  fuch  a one,  where  the^eople  was  giuen  oner  to  all 
HcentioufneflTe  without  either  feare  of  Magillrates , or 
obferuation  of  lawes.  Nowe  of  the  three  kindes  of  good 
Common-wealthes  mentioned  by  vs,  r^nUotle^^olyh- 
tu,  Dionyfius  Halicarnafiuj  and  Cicero,  cotnpound  an  o- 
ther,  that  is  partaker  of  all  three:  faying, thateuery  kind 
ofcUmon-wealth  eftablilhed  fimplie , and  alone  by  it 
felfe,  fooncdcgeneraieth  into  the  next  vice, 


fiindiy  fortes  ofgouernments.'  583 

moderated  and  kept-backe  by  the  reft . Therefore  they 
fay  that  a Common-wealth  ereded  with  a right  goiierne- 
ment  to  continue  long,  muft  haue  thevertues  and  pro^ 
perties  of  the  other  Common-wealths , ioyned  togither^ 
in  hir,to  the  ende  that  nothing  growe  out  of  proportion" 
which  may  caufehir  to  degenerate  into  hir  nexteuill,  and 
fo  confequcntly  ouerthrow  hir*  Likewife  many  auncient  -Examples  here 
and  late  Politikes  haue  maintayned,  that  the  Common- 
wealths  of  the  Lacedemonians,  Carthaginians,  Romans 
and  others  that  are  famous,  as  that  of  the  Venitians,  were 
compound  and  mildlie  intermingled  with  the  royall,Ari- 
ftocraticall,  and  popular  power . But  this  fubied  defer-, 
ueth  well  a feueralldifcourfe,  which  beyng  needlefte  for 
thevnderftanding  of  the  matter  here  propounded  vnto 
vs, we  will  not  ftay  any  longer  in  the  curious  fearching  out 
offundry  other  kindes  of  eftates  and  policies,  which  the 
ancients  haue  drawen  out  ofthefe  alreadiedefcribed.We 
will  note  therefore  for  the  conclufion  of  our  fpeech  that 
the  reafon  why  fdmany  kindes  of  Common-wealths  are  ' 

mentioned  by  the  auncients  is  this  , bicaufe  euery  citie 
is  compounded  of  many  partes,  the  diuerfitie  of  which,; 
according  as  they  were  in  greater  number  and  power,' 
caufed  them  tovarie  thenamesofgoiierninents , But  to 
auoyd  confufion  and  obfeuritie,  we  may  fay,  that  if  the 
foueraigntieconfifteth  in  one  onely  prince,  the  eftate  is  common- 
Monarchical!:  ifall  the  people  haue  intereft  ink,  the 
ftate  is  popular  : and  if  onely  the  leak  parte  of  them 
haue  the  chiefe  power,  the  eftate  is  Arillocraticall . But 
if  their  forme  of  gouernment  be  contrary  to  their  na- ^ - 

ture,  they  take  an  other  qualitie  but  chaunge  not  their  ^efarana 
eflence . Moreouer  we  fay,  that  the  preferuation  of  the  gouernment 
rie  publiquefocietiedependeth  ofthepolicie  well  ordei-  welitr"""' 
ned,  without  which  there  can  benothing  butdiforder  & 
confufion  amongmen.We  fay,thatpolicieis,the  order  of 
a citie  in  the  offices  of  magiftracie,namely,in  the  chiefe  of 
all,  in  whofe  gouernment  the  whole  Common-wealth 
confifteth  : which  ifit  be  in  the  peoples  handes,  is  called 
Popular,  as  in  the  Cantons  ofSwitzerland,  and  leagues 
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of  the  GrifonSjin  many  free  townes  in  Germanic,  and  in 
old  time  was  in  Athens  ; if  in  the  hands  of  certaine  per- 
fons^as  of  the  gentlemen  of  Venice,  and  of  fome  families 
ofthe  Arifto-  in  Gcnes,  it  is  called  Ariftocraticall : if  it  dependeth  of 
thewilofonealoncjitis  called  a Monarchic, as  in  France, 
Spaine,Portingale,England,Scotland,Sweathland,Polo- 
nia.  Further  we  fay,  that  the  diuerfitie  of  gouernment  a- 
mong  cities  and  peoples,  dependeth  of  their  end:  if  they 
tend  to  a good  ende,  which  is'to  publiqtie  benefite,  they 
arc  good  and  iuft : but  if  to  an  ill  ende,  namely,  to  the 
particular  profite  of  fuch  as  commaund,  they  are  euill 
andvniuft.. 

Of  the  fopterai^ne  xJi^Ugi^rate  y and  of  his  authority 
and  offce»  Chap,  54. 

A c H I-  ▼ commonly  fay  that  that  thing  is 

TOB..  \/\/  rightly  done,  which  is  done  accor- 
Y V ding  to  the  order  and  inftitution  of 
policie. Neither  is  right  any  other  thing  amongft  vs,  than 
*Thc  foundation  ordcr  of  that  cftate  vnder  which  we  Hue , the  foue- 
ifthe7Jucra7|n-  Faigntic  whcrofis  thefure  foundation, vnion  and  bond  of 
tie  therot  ° ^\\  particulars  in  one  perfed  body  of  a commo-welth. 

And  when  iudgements  are  exercifed  by  the  magiftrates, 
when  the  wilofiufticeis  declared  by  thecxpofition  ofthe 
la  wes  & of  right, and  when  wedired  our  adions  vnder  iu- 
ftice,the  is  the  order  of  ciuil  focietie  duly  obferued.Here- 
Euerv  eftate  c6-  upon  in  our  laft  difeourfe  we  faid,that  the  eftate  of  a com- 
fiftcthofj.parts  mon- Wealth  was  compounded  of  ^ .general  partes, of  the 
♦ magiftrate,ofthelaw,andof  the  people.  Thusfollowyng 

our  purpofcjlet  vs  intreat  particularly  of  thefe  parts, wher- 
of  euery  common-welth  confifteth : & firft  let  vs  confider 
of  the  chief  magiftrate,and  of  his  authoritie  and  office. 

A s E R.  All  ciuil  fuperioritie  is  aholy  and  lawful  voca- 
tion before  God. And  as  iuftice  is  the  end  ofthe  law,  and 
the  magiftrate  the  law  a worke  of  the  magiftrate,fo  alfo  the  magiftrate  is 
the  image  of  God,  who  ruleth  and  gouerneth  ail,  accor- 
ding: 


ofthe  Monar- 
chical!. 


What  right  is. 
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accordingto  which  mould  andpaterne  he  muft  fafliiont 
himfelfe  through  themeanesof  vertue. 

Am  ANA.  As  in  a man  that  is  well  difpofed  both  in 
bodie  and  foule  according  to  nature  not  corrupted  ^ the 
foule  ruleth  and  comraandeth  with  reafon^being  the  bet- 
ter part, and  the  body  with  the  afFcdions  thereof  feme  & 
obey,as the woorfe part;  foisitin  euery  humane  alTem- 
blie.Ic  belongeth  to  the  wifeft  to  rule , and  to  fuch  as  are  Thewifeft  muftr 
lefle  aduifed  to  obey .Therfore the  Magiftrate  muft  aboue 
all  things  labour , that  he  be  not  vnwoorthie  of  that  per- 
fon  which  he  fuftaincth.But  let  vs  hearc  A r.  a M.difcourfe 
of  this  matter  which  is  heere  propounded  vnto  vs. 

Aram.  God  being  careful!  ofall  things,  euen  of  the 
very  lead, and  comprehending  in  himfelfe  the  beginning,  ^ 

end, and  midft  of  them , according  to  his  good  pleafure, 
and  making  all  in  all  by  his  onely  fpirite , refpeding  the 
common  good  of  this  whole  frame , and  preferiiation  of 
humane  focietie,  hath  from  time  to  time  diflributedto  SShhS 
fundry  perfons  diftind  and  different  graces,  thatin  exer-  gifts 
cifing  diuers  eftats,charges,adminiftrations,  offices,  han- 
dicrafts , and  occupations,  they  might  through  mutuall 
fuccour,andinrerchangable  helpe  preferue  and  maintain 
thcmfelues.Thisis  that  which  we  fee  in  cities  amongft  ci- 
uill companies,  which  is  aflnuch  to lay,as a multitude  of 
nien  vnlike  in  qualities  & conditions^as  rich,poore,  free, 
bond,noble,vile,skilfuIl,  ignorant,  artificers,labourers ; 
fome  obeying,others  commanding,  and  all  communica- 
ting  togither  in  one  place  their  arts, handicrafts, occupa- 
tions, & exercifes,  to  this  end,  that  they  may  liue  the  bet- 
ter , and  more  commodioufly . They  obey  alfo  the  fame 
Magiftrates,  lavves,  and  foueraigne  councell,  which  ^Uto 
calleth  the  Anchor,head  and  foule  of  the'eitie:  which  na- 
turally tendeth  to  fome  order  and  rule  of  dominion,  as 
thatwhich  tooke  beginning  and  increafe  from  perfons 
acquainted  with  a gouernment  that  refembleth  the  roy- 
all  regiment , as  appeereth  in  euery  well  ordered  familie,  bieth  the  kk-iy 
^ and  hath  already  beene  touched  of  vs.  The  fir  ft  foueraign 
gouernment  was  eftablifhed  either  by  the  violence  of  the 

mightieft, 
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niightieft,  as  Thucidides^  Cafar,  Plutarkey  and  others  write : 
and  the  holy  hiftorie  teftifieth  the  fame  vnto  vs , and  put- 
teth  this  opinion  out  of  doubt, where  it  is  fayd,that  Nim- 
Gen.io.io.  rod  Chams  nephewe,  was  the  firft  that  brought  men  into 
fubiedion  by  force  and  violence , eftabliHiing  his  princi- 
Skiigdoms"^^  palitie  in  the  kingdome  of  Aflyria:  Or  if  any  will  beleeue 
'DemoflheneSyAriflotlejZnd  Cicero^  the  firfl:  foueraigntie  was 
inftituted  vpon  their  will  and  good  liking , who  for  their 
owne  commoditie,reft,&  fccuricic/ub  mitred  themfelues 
to  fuch  as  excelled  moft  in  vertue  in  thofe  times,  which 
Cicero  hisopi-  ^hey  Called  heroicall . Who  knoweth  not  (^faith  Cicero)  in 
nion therein,  oration  for  SefliUs,  that  the  nature  of  men  was  fome- 

time  fuch,  that  not  hauing  natural  eqiiitieas  yet  written, 
they  wandred  vp and  downe  being  difperfed  in  the  heldsy 
and  had  nothing  but  that  which  they  could  catch  & keep 
forceably  by  murders  and  wounds  ? Wherefore  fome  ex- 
celling in  vertue  and  counfell,  & k nowing  the  docilitie  & 
vnderftading  of  man,  gathered  the  difperfed  togither  in- 
to one  place, & brought  them  from  that  rudenes  wherein 
they  were,vnto  iuftice  & gentlenes.Then  they  eftabliflied 
thofe  things  that  belonged  to  common  profit , which  we 
call  publike,&  appointed  aflemblies,  afterward  called  ci- 
ties,&  walled  about  their  buildings  ioined  togither, which 
we  cal  townes, hauing  firft  found  out  both  diuine  and  hu- 
mane equitie  . At  the  fame  time  the  authoritie  of  Magi- 
ftrats  tookc  place  , who  were  inftituted  by  the  confent  of 
the  people,for  that  excellent  heroicall  vertue,  which  they 
faw  in  thofe  firft  Redors  and  Ordainers  of  ciuillfocietie, 
to  whome  was  committed  the  iurifdidion  of  lawes,  or  re- 
ceiued  cuftomes,and  the  difpofition  of  written  equitie  to 
rule  and  gouerne  their  people  thereafter. But  not  to  ftaye 
long  about  thediuerritieofthoreopini6s,which  we  haue 
heere  alleadged  for  the  eftablifliment  of  the  foueraigntie, 
this  is  out  of  queftion,that  the  foundation  of  euery  com- 
mon-wealth dependeth  thereupon , & that  it  is  the  abfo- 
lute  & perpetual  power  of  the  Common-wealth,  & is  not 
limited  either  in  power,or  charge,  or  for  a certaine  time. 
This  foueraigntie  is  in  him  or  them  chat  are  chiefe  of  the 

Eftate : 


Whatfouc- 

raigncicis.- 
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Eftate : Sc  a little  king  is  afmuch  a foueraigne,as  the  grea-  Aiittiekmgaf. 
teft  Monarch  of  theearth  . For  a great  kingdome  (faith 
Cajftodorus)  is  nothing  clfe  but  a great  Common- wealth, 
vnder  the  keeping  of  one  chief  foueraigne.  But  before  we  * 

intreate  more  amply  of  his  authoritie  and  office,  it  be- 
hooueth  vs  to  render  a reafon  of  the  name  of  Magjflrate, 
which  is  heere  giuen  vnto  him.This  word  MagifimteM2X\\ 
beene  taken  of  the  Ancients  in  diuers  fignifications : and 
Plato  maketh  feuenteene  fortes  of  them,  calling  fome  ne- 
I ceflary  Magiifrats, others  honourable . Ariflotle  faid,that 
they  ought  chiefly  to  be  called  Magiftrats,that  haue  pow- 
er to  take  counfelhto  iudge,and  to  command,but  efpeci- 
i ally  to  command. And  this  doth  the  Greeke  word  4;^ & 

4;)^vTEf,  fufficiently  declare,asif  he  would  fay,  Commanders : 
and  the  Latine  word  CMagifiratus,  being  a word  of  com- 
manding,fignifieth  to  maifter,and  to  exercife  dominion . 

Alfo  the  Didator , who  had  the  greateft  power  tocom-  TheDidatorof 
I mand,was called  ofthe  A>ncients,  C^yiagifterpopalLTh^vQ^ 
fore  albeit  the  name  ofMagiffrace  hath  been  heeretofore, 
and  is  yet  giuen  to  all  that  haue  publike  and  ordinaric 
charge  in  the  Eftate, yet  we  will  as  it  were  abufe  this  name 
a little,  by  transferring  it  to  the  Soueraigne  of  all,  of 
whomeall  Magiftrats,lawes,and  ordinances  of  the  Com- 
‘ mon-wealth  depend  * Now,let  vs  fee  whether  this  vocati-  The  calling  of 
on  of  theMagiftrate  be  lawfull  and  approouedof  God.  pmluecitTbe 
We  haue  not  onelye  infinite  teftimonies  in  the  Scrip- 
ture,  that  the  eftate  of  Magiftrates  is  acceptable  before 
God,butwhichismore,  it  is  adorned  withhonourable 
titles, that  the  dignitie  therof  might  be  fingularly  recom- 
mended vnto  vs  . When  we  fee  that  all  men  placed  in  aii- 
thoritie  are  called  Gods,  wemuftnot  efteemethis  title 
to  be  of  fmal  importance,reeing  it  appeereth  therby,that 
they  are  authorized  by  him,  and  reprefent  his  maieftie  in 
the  ruling  &gouerningofvs.IftheScripturefas  that  hea-  I0hn.10.55'. 
uenly  v/ord  faith jcalled  them  Gods,vnto  whom  the  word 
of  God  was  giuen,  what  is  that  elfebut  that  they  haue 
charge  & comiflion  from  G od  to  feme  him  in  their  office, 

& (as  Mofes  Sc  lopiphat  faid  to  their  ludges^whom  they  ap-  2.Chron.i5>.(?. 
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He  is  the  mini- 
ftcr  of  Gods  iu- 
(Ucc. 


Oood  counfcll 
for  Magilf  rats. 
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pointed  ouer  eiiery  citie  of  ludah ) to  exercife  iu  ftice,  not 
in  the  name  of  men,but  in  the  name  of  God?  By  me(faith 
thewifedome  of  God^  kings  raigne,  and  princes  decree 
iuliice.By  me  princes  rule,and  the  nobles,and  all  theuid- 
ges  of  the  earth , Moreouer  we  fee,  that  many  holye  men 
hauc  obtained  kingdomes,as  DamdJoJiasJEz.echiai : fome 
gouernments  and  great  eftates  vnder  kings,  as  /ofepk^nd 
Darnel:  Others  the  guiding  of  a free  people, as  Oliofis,  lo-^ 
ff4a,md  the  fudges,  whofe  calling  and  eftate  was  accepta- 
ble to  God,as  he  hath  declared  by  his  fpirite.  Wherefore 
no  man  ought  to  doubt  of  this , that  ciuill  fuperioritie  is 
not  onely  a holie  and  lawfull  calling  before  God,but  alfo 
the  holieft  and  nioft  honourable  of  all  other , whereunto 
all  the  people  is  fubied,afwell  by  theeftablifliment  of  the 
rightoftheeftate,as  by  the  holie  and  heauenly  ordinance 
of  God.  Andifthe  Magiftrate  be  perfwaded  f as  it  is  cer- 
taine,  that  many  Eftates  haue  had  that  foundation)  that 
the  caufe  of  his  firft  inftitution,and  voluntariefubiedion 
whereunto  the  people  fubmitted  themfelues  for  their  c6- 
mon  benefit, was  that  excellencie  of  vertue,which  appee- 
redin  fome  aboue  the  reft , ought  he  not  to  thinke  him- 
felfe  vnwoorthy  of  fo  honourable  a title , if  he  want  the 
caufe  of  the  beginning  thereof  ? But  further,  if  the  Magi- 
ftrate know  that  he  is  appointed  the  minifter  of  Gods  iu- 
ftice,vnto  what  great  integritie,  prudence, clemcncie, mo- 
deration,and  innocencie, ought  he  to  conforme  <k  frame 
himfelfe  ? With  what  confidence  dare  he  fuffer  anyini- 
quitieto  haue  entrance  into  his  feate,  which  he  vnder- 
ftandeth  to  be  the  throne  of  the  lining  God  ? With  what 
boldnes  will  he  pronounce  any  vniuft  fentence  out  of  his 
mouth , which  he  knoweth  is  appointed  to  be  an  inftru- 
mentof  the  truth  of  God  ? With  what  confcience  will  he 
fubferibe  to,or  feale  any  euill  ftatute  with  his  hand,which 
he  knoweth  is  ordained  to  write  the  decrees  of  God  ? To 
be  fliort,  if  the  Magiftrate  call  to  mind , that  as  God  hath 
placed  the  Sunneand  Mooncinthe  heauensas^a  token 
of  his  diuinitie,fo  is  he  alfo  appointed  in  earth  for  the  like 
reprefentationaudlight,  will  he  not  thinke  that  he  is  to 

imploy 
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imploy  and  bellow  all  his  care  and  ftudie.that  he  may  re 
prefent  vnto  men  in  all  his  dooings  , as  it  were  an  image 
of  the  prouidence,  defence,  goodnes,  clemencie,  and  iu- 
ftice  ofGod?  It  iscertainethat  the  Magiftrate  is  the  fame 
thing  in  the  Common-wealth, which  the  hart  isin  the  bo- 
dy of  a lining  creature.  If  the  hart  be  found  and  pure, it  gi- 
ueth  life  vnto  the  whole  body , bicaufeit  is  thefountaine 
of  the  bloud,  and  of  the  fpirits : but  being  corrupted , it 
bringeth  death  and  deftruaion  to  all  the  members.So  fa- 
reth  it  with  the  Magiftrate,  who  is  the  foule  of  the  people, 
their  g!a{re,and  the  white  whereat  all  his  fubieds  aime.If 
he  line  vnder  right, reafon,truth  and  Iuftice,which  are  the 
proper  wil  of  God  onely,he  is  not  vnlike  to  a line  or  rule, 
which  being  firft  right  it  felfe,  afterward  corredeth  all  o- 
ther  crooked  things  that  are  applied  vnto  it.  For  nothing 
IS  more  natural,  than  that  fubieds  (hould  conforme  them 
felues  to  the  manners,deedes,  and  words  of  their  prince. 
The  wife  Hebrew,  Plato,  Cicero,  and  Titw  Limm , haue  left 
this  Maxime  vnto  pofteritie  as  an  infallible  rule  of  Eftate. 
And  rbeodor!cits\dag  of  the  Gothes,  writing  to  the  Senat 
of  Rome,goeth  yet  further,  vfing  thefe  words,  as  Cafiodo- 
tus  rehearfeth  them  : That  the  c our fe  of  nature  would footter 
fflc'^hanthe peoplewouldleaue  ojf  to  he  lihe  their  Princes , Buc 
further,as  the  nartin  the  bodies  ofliuing  creatures  is  laft 
corrupted , infomuch  that  the  laft  rclicks  of  life  feeme  to 
abide  therein  : foitismeete,that,ifany  difeafe  corrupt 
the  people , the  foueraigne  Magiftrate  (liould  continue 
pure  and  found  vnto  the  end  from  all  that  pollution  . If 
there  beany  euill  in  the  foule,itproceedeth  from  thewic- 
kednes  of  the  body^  being  fubied  to  peruerfeafFedions  : 
and  looke  what  good  thing  foeuerisin  the  body,  it  flow- 
eth  from  the  fouIe,as  from  the  fountaine  thereof.  Now  as 
It  would  be  againft  nature,  if  the  euils  of  the  body  fliould : 
come  from  the  foule,  & the  good  gifts  of  the  body  ftiould 
be  corrupted  by  the  vices  of  the  fpirite : fo  would  it  be  ve- 
ry abfurd,rhat  corrupt  manners,  euill  lawes,  viGe,and  vn- 
godlines,  (liould proceede  from  the  Magiftrate  vnto  the 
people , feeing  fis  Plato  ftLithJ  he  holdeth  the  lame  place 

in. 
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590  Ofthefbucraigne  Magiftrate, 

ThcMagittrate  in  thc  Coiiimon-wealth , thatreafon  doth  in  the  fonlc, 
.mon'weStr'  which guidcth thc Other  partsby wifedomc . Andforaf- 
that  which  rea-  much  as  the  whole  Common-wealth  reprefenteth  but 
^ one  certaine  bodye  compounded  of  diuers  members, 
whereof  the  Magiftrate  is  the  Head  and  moft  excellent  of 
all, he  muft  alfo  vfe  fuch  equitie , that  he  profit  euery  one 
of  them  , and  beware  that  he  be  not  contagious  to  the 
whole  publike  body  through  his  euil  example.The  people 
^ £te  ^ (faith  Seneca)  giue  more  credite  to  their  eies,than  to  their 

is  th^c  bift eares : that  is  to  fayjthey  beleeue  that  which  they  fee^foo-^ 
to  teachthc  jj^r  than  that  which  they  heare  . And  to  inftruft  the  peo- 
pcop  c.  precepts,  is  a long  and  difficult  way : but  to  teach 

them  by  examples  is  very  fhort , and  of  greater  efficacie. 
Therefore  the  Magiftrate  muft  be  more  carefull  of  that 
which  he  doth, than  of  that  which  he  fpeaketh . And  that 
which  he  preferibeth  his  fubieds  for  a rule,  as  it  were  by 
law, muft  be  confirmed  of  him  by  works  and  deedes.  For 
as  he  is  chiefly  bound  to  follow  thelawesofGod  and  na- 
turc,fo  he  muft  make  all  thofe  lawes  and  ftatuts, which  he 
eftabliflieth  in  his  eftate, according  to  that  paterne . And 
vyhereuntotbe  therfore  one  of  the  Ancients  faid  very  wel, that  the  prince 
afwdi « togither  with  his  fubieds,  had  one  and  the  fame  God  to 
lubieO.  ferue,one  law  to  keepe,  and  one  death  to  feare . We  will 
then  briefly  comprehend  the  dutie  of  the  Magiftrate  in 
The  dutieofthc  thrcc  things , in  ruling , in  teaching , and  in  iudging 

^«hinthrTe^"  his  people : which  duties  are  foneerely  knit  and  ioined 
things.  togither , that  the  one  cannot  be  well  exercifed  without 
theother,and  he  that  faithfully  difchargethonejfulfillcth 
The  artRoyaii,  them  all . Fot  this  caufc  Plato  faith,  that  the  arte  and  fei- 
SSSus  enceoftheKingjOfthePhilofopher,  and  of  thePolitici- 
aUonc.  an,  is  one  and  the  fame,  bicaufethey  confift  all  three  in 
knowing  how  to  rulc,to  teach,and  to  iudge  well.  He  faith 
airo,that  the  only  way  to  procure  true  quietnes  and  moft 
happie  fclicitie  in  Common-wealths, is  wheti  by  fomedi- 
uine  prouidence  the  foueraigneauthoritieof  Magiftra- 
cie  meeteth  with  the  will  ofawifePhilofopherinoneper- 
fon,thatvertue  may  be fuperior,and  vice  fupprefled.  And 
if  fuch  a goiiernour  oucr  people  is  to  be  accounted  very. 

happy. 
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happy^they  are  no  lefTe  happie,  that  may  heare  the  excel- 
lent difcoLirfes,  & good  inftrudions  which  proceed  from 
his  mouth . BefideSjWhen  they  fee  vertue  after  a liucly  fort 
imprinted  in  a viliblepaterne,  & that  the  Magiftrates  life 
is  fuch  an  example, they  become  wife  of  their  own  accord. 

Then  is  force, coiiftrainc,or  threatning,needelcs  to  bring 

them  to  their  dutie,  as  they  that  conforme  themfelues  to 

aiVvpright  &good  life  in  friendfliip,  charitie,  & concord, 

one  with  another.So  that  we  may  boldly  fay,that  he  is  by  whois  moft 

nature  mod  worthie  of  foueraignc  authority,whoisable  umigue  a^ho. 

by  his  vertue  to  imprint  in  mens  harts  the  like  difpofiti- 

on  & aftedion  toliue  wel  & verruoufly.  But  forafmuch  as 

few  vertuous  men  are  found, &foueraigne  Magidratsare  fofew^^mous 

notcommonly  chofenoutofthatfmal  number,buteome 

to  that  authoritie  for  the  mod  part  by  fiiccedion  : it  is  no 

maruell  if  there  be  but  fewefuch  Magidrates,  as  we  haue 

here  defcribed ; nay,ic  is  rather  greatly  to  be  wondered  at, 

if  any  one  amonge  a great  many  become  very  excellent. 

Notwithdanding,as  their  foueraign  is  nothing  lede  ouer 

their  fubieds , who  owe  fidelitie  & obedience  vn to  them: 

fo  are  they  alwaies  bound  to  do  their  dutie  and  office  to-  whc«n  the  du. 

wards  them,whichconfideth  in  minidringiudice,  conn-  offhechiefe 

fel, comfort, aide, and protedion.Moreouer,bicaufe info- 

lencie  and  rebellious  wickednes  is  alwaies  to  be  found  in 

fome  corrupt  perfons,  who  neither  by  teaching,  nor  by 

example  of  good  life  will  be  brought  to  vertue,but  perfe- 

uer  in  committing  a thoufand  impious  & vniud  adions, 

for  the  puniQiment  of  fuch,  the  fword  is  put  into  the  Ma-  why  thcrword 

gidrates  hand,  both  by  the  law  of  G od  & man, that  as  the 

minider  of  God  he  ffiould  ferae  his  wrath , & take  ven^^e- 

anceofthem  that  do  euil.This  is  that  which  is  fo  exprelly 

comanded  to  Magidrats  in  iiffinit  places  of  the  fcripture, 

vnderrhefe  words : D o iudgement  iuflice : ludice  in  deli-  Icr.ia.j., 

uering  him  that  is  oppreded  by  force , from  the  hand  of 

the  oppreffior,  in  notgrieuing  drangers,widowes,and  Of-  Tioludgement 

phanes , in  offering  no  iniurie  to  any , in  fliedding  no  in- 

nocent  blood , and  in  dealing  vprightly  with  euery  one ; 

and  ludgement  in  redding  the  boldnesof  the  wicked , 

in 
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in  reprefling  their  impudencie  and  violence,  and  in  puni- 
Prou.i^.i2.&  fningtheir  Jt  is  an  ahhommationtok^gs(^2iit\\  the  wife 
.zoB,z6,  man  j to  commit  wickednes  :for  the  throne  is  fiahlijhedby  mfiice, 

(i/iking  that  Jitteth  in  the  throne  of  iadgement , chafith  aiv^  all 
enill  with  his  eies,  ^ wife  king  fcattereth  the  wicked,  andcaufeth 
the  wheele  to  tnrne  oner  them.Take  the  droffefiom  the  finely  and 
.•Prou.j^4.j.  there  fjaltproceede  a vefell  for  the  finer.  Takeaway  the  wicked 
from  the  king  ^and  his  throne  [hall  be  fiabltjhed  in  righteotifnes.Afi 
well  he  that  ttsHtfieth  the  wickcd^as  he  that  condemneth  theimiM 
an  abhomination  vnto  Cjod.  The  people  and  nations  curfe  him  that 
He  thatfuffreth  faith  to  the  wicked, thoa  art  f«y?.Yea,an  offence  is  to  be  impu- 
afmuch  or  more  to  him  that  fuffereth  it  to  be  done, 
co^iL'.ittethic.  when  he  may  & is  bound  to  ftay  it, than  to  him  that  com- 
mitteth  the  fame.  And  if  it  be  a point  of  trueiufticein  Ma- 
giftrates  to  perfecute'the  wicked  with  drawne  fword , let 
not  them  that  will  needes  (forfooth)  abftaine  from  all  fe- 
iieritie,  and  keepe  their  hands  pure  from  blood,  wdiileft 
the  fwords  of  the  wicked  are  drawne  out  to  commit  mur- 
der and  violence : I fay, let  them  not  doubt  but  they  them 
felues  (hall  be  iudged  guiltie  of  great  iniuftice  before  the 
-scueriticand  diuinc  Maieftie  . It  is  true , that  gentlencs  and  clemencie 
.ckmencie  arc  moft  of  all  befeeme  a great  and  excellent  man,  and  is  one 
ghher  iSia".  principall  vertue  neceffary  for  a Magiftrate. Notwithftan- 
.giftratc,  ding  it  muft  fo  be  ruled,that  for  the  benefite  of  the  Com- 

’ mon- wealth,  feueritie  and  rigor  be  ioined  therewith : bi- 
caufe  it  is  vnpoftible  to  rule  & gouerne  a multitude  with- 
out this.  Andyetitisnottheparteitherof  awifePhifiti- 
on,or  of  a good  gouernor  of  an  Eftate,  to  fet  hand  to  the 
iron,except  in  great  neceffitie,  w'hen  there  is  no  other  re- 
medie  .For  if  they  do  otherwife,as  there  is  want  of  difere- 
tionin  both,fo  moftofall  in  the  Magiftrate, bicaufe  iniu- 
fticealfo  is  ioined  with  crueltie  . So  that  it  is  neceftarie 
.both  in  clemencie  and  rigor  to  keepe  fome  honeft  meane 
by  right  rearon,and  prudence,  to  the  end  that  the  incon- 
ucniences  of  both  may  beefchewed.This  is  that  which  /- 
focrates  Speaking  of  the  manner  of  raigning  wel,teacheth, 
when  he  fayth,that  a man  muft  be  feuere  in  fearching  out 
of  faults,  and  mcrcifullin  impoftng  punilhments  that  are 
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leffe  than  the  faults,  gouerning  men  more  by  clemende  ciuiiiticand 
and  prudence,  than  by  rigor  and  crueltie . And  feeing  it  Idoine^both 
falleth  out  fo,that  an  ouer-feuere  Magiftrate  becommeth  togither  ina 
odious,  and  that  he  is  contemned  & defpifed  who  is  too 
gratious,a  wife  man  muft  be  both  ciuill  and  graue;  graui- 
tie  being  comely  in  commanding,  and  ciuilitie  neceflarie 
for  hiinthat  conuerfeth  with  men . For  the  conclufion 
therefore  of  our  difcourfe,  we  learne , that  both  by  the  e- 
, ftablidiment  of  euery  cftate  and  policie , and  by  a holie  & 
j heauenly  decree,  we  arefubied  to  the  foueraigne  Magi- 
ftrate , who  is  lawfully  ordained  to  rule,  to  teach , and  to 
iudge  vs  in  all  things  that  refped  this  prefent  life,  and  the 
preferuation  ofciuillfocietie.  Welearne,that  feeingheis  Thedutieofthc 
the  image  ofGod  vpon  earth, he  muft  conforme  himfelfe 
afrnuch  as  he  is  able  to  the  perfection  of  all  goodnes  and 
. iuftice,  that  he  may  bring  on  them  that  are  committed  to 
-his  charge  to  godlines  and  vertue  by  his  example ; & that 
it  is  his  dude  to  honor  the  good , and  to  punifli  the  euill, 
declaring  thereby  that  he  is  the  proteCtor  and  preferuer 
of  publike  tranquillitie,honeftie,  innocencie,and  mode- 
ftie,and  appointed  to  maintaine  the  common  fafetie  and 
I peace  of  all  men. 


1 OftheLaw^  Chap,^^. 

AS  wee  note  in  the  vniuerfall  frame  of  the  ai  motions  con. 
worldjthat  many  vnlike  motions  are  con-  one,^nS«u. 
tained  within  one  heaueiily  motion, which  vnder the 

: is  alwaies  like  to  it  felfe,&  all  caufes  by  the  firft  caufe:  and 
as  in  euery  lining  creature  many  fundry  members  diftind 
in  office,  are  comprifed  & brought  into  vnion  and  agrcc- 
i ment  by  thefoule  & hart ; fo  in  euery  Common-wealth 
compounded  of  many  differing  parts, neceffary  for  the  e-  ' 
ftablifhment  thereof,the  law  is  the  blood  that  giueth  ver-  ’the  law  is  the 
tueandlifeyntoit,  the  bond  that  reducethall  the  parts  of^heConv'’"^^ 
therofto  vnitie,  and  the  firme preferuer  ofciuillfocietie.  n^on-weaith. 
Therefore  feeing  ("my  Companions)  we  hauedifeourfed 
of  the  firft  part  of  euery  ciuil  eftate  & gouernment,  which 
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is  the  chief  Magiftrate  :let  vs  confider  now  of  the  fecond» 
no  left  neceffary  therein,which  is  the  law,  whereby  he  is 
ioinedandvnitedto  thereftof  the  publike  body  for  the 
maintenance  and  preferuation  thereof. 

- A c H I T o B.  The  laweis  in  the  citie,  as  the  fpirite  is  m 
the  body.Foras  thebody  without  the  fpirite  vndoubted- 
iy  perilheth : in  like  raanereuery  citie  & Commonwealth 
that  hath  ho  law,fatleth  intoruine  and  perdition.  There- 
fore Cicero  calleth  lawes  the  foules  of  Common-wealths. 

A s E R.  As  the  foule  guideth  the  body, and  indueth  it 
withabilitie  to  work  : fo  the  law  is  the  diredion  & main- 
tenance of  euery  Eftate.  By  the  lawe  is  the  Magiftrate  o- 
beied,and  thefubied:s  kept  in  peace  and  quietnes  • But 
letvsheareAM  an  a handle  this  matter.^ 

A M A N A.  We  fee  that  naturally  all  lining  creatures^ 
whether  earthie,watry, aerie, or  flying, tame, or  wild/eeke 
after  the  companies  and  aftemblies  of  their  kinds,  to  liue 
with  them,  asSheepe  by  flocks:  Kine,  Oxen,  Harts,  and 
Hindes,feeding  by  herdsrHorfes,Aftes,&  Mules  by  com- 
panies: Choughs, Stares,Cranes,&  other  birds  by  flights: 
Fiihes  both  in  frefliand  fait  waters  following  one  another 
in  (holes : Bees  dwelling  in  hiues  : Pigeons  in  doouehou- 
fes : Ants  in  little  hollow  places  . No  maruell  therefore  if 
men, Angularly  adorned  with  an  immortal  foule,wich  rea- 
ron,&  fpeech,and  by  thefeprerogatiues  more  communi- 
. cable  than  other  creatures,  as  borne  to  honour  God , to 
loueone  another , to  liue  togither  in  a ciuill  policie  with 
lawes, Magiftrats,&  iudgements,  hauirtg  proper  to  them- 
felues  onely  the  knowledge  of  good  & euill,of  honeftie  Sc 
di(honeftie,ofiuftice  & iniuftice,knowing  the  beginnings 
& caufesof  things,their  proceedings, an  tecedents,&  con- 
fequents,their  fimilitudes  & c6trarieties,no  maruel  I fay, 
if  they  liue  more  cominodioufly  & happily  togither, & do 
that  by  right  & equity, which  other  lining  creatures  do  on 
ly  by  a natural  inftind:  feeing  alfo  they  may  be  afriired(as 
Cicero  fai  nothing  here  below  is  more  accept  able  t ogotithe 

gouernor  of  all  the  world,than  the  cogregations  ^ ajfemblies  of  me 
linked  togither  bj  right  & equity  phich  we  cal  cities.^  o w w e arc 
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to  note, that  all  thofe  which  obey  the  fame  lawes  8c  Magi- 
llrats,make  iointly  togither  butone city,which(as  Ariflo- 
tie  faithj  is  euery  copany  aflembled  togither  for  fome  be- 
nefit .If  a city  be  affebled  in  monarch- wife,it  is  to  be  defe-  J/’the 
ded  againft  ftragers,&  to  iiue  peaceably  among  thefdiies  good  Com^oa^ 
according  to  law:  if  Ariftocraticallyvndereertainechiefe 
lords,it  is  to  be  refpeded  according  to  their  richcs,nobi- 
lity,&  vertue:  if  in  a popular  c6munity,itis  to  enioy  liber- 
ty 8c  equality : & the  better  that  the  city  is  guided  by  poli- 
cyjthe  greater  benefit  they  hope  for  therby  .Therefore  as 
the  make  but  one  city,liuing  vnder  an  Ariftocra- 

ticall  gouernment : the  Bernians  an  other , lining  vnder  a 
Democraty, whether  they  line  within  or  withoutthc  wals, 
or  far  fro  the  chief  townerfo  all  the  natural  fubieds  ofthis 
Monarchy , acknowledging  one  king  for  their  foueraigne 
lord,&  obeying  his  commandemets,  & the  decrees  of  his 
couceljreprefentone  city  & political  comunion, copoun- 
ded of  many  villages,townes,  & prouinces,  Prouoftfhips, 
Bailiweeks,Senfhal(liips,gouernments,Pariiaments,Bar- 
ronies, Counties, MarquefieSjDukedoms, Cures,  Biihop- 
rikSjArchbifbopriks, being  in  & of  it  felffufficiently  furni- 
(lied  with  all  neceffary  & honeft  things,  for  the  leading  of 
a good  & vertuous  lifc,&  obeying  the  ftatuts,la wes,&  or- 
dinances eftablilhed  therin,according  to  which  the  Magi-  a Wngmuft  ime 
ftrat  ought  to  rule  & to  gouern  his  fubieds,{liewing  ther-  beith7be'Iloc* 
by,that  albeit  be  be  not  fubied  to  the  law, yet  he  wi\  ( as  it 
becommet  h him)  line  & gouerne  himfelfe  vnder  the  law. 

Therfore  the  Magiftrace  is  very  wel  called  by  fome, ^ lining 
lawe,(^  the  law  a mute  Magifirate,  Moreouer,the  markeof  a markc  of ^ 

foueraign  Prince,of  which  depedeth  whatfoeuer  he  doth 
by  his  imperial  authority,  is  the  power  to  preferi be  lawes 
vnto  all  in  general,&  to  euery  one  in  particular:  & not  to 
receiue  any  but  of  God, who  is  the  ludge  of  Princesffaith 
^arcHs  Aurelim )as  Princes  are  the  fudges  of  their  ful?ie[is:y^z 
it  is  G od (faith  the  wife  m^)that  wil proceed  with  rigor  againfi  • 

the  for  the  contept  of  his  law  So  that  they  which  fay  generally,  arelS  w 
that  princes  are  no  more  fubied  to  laws,tha  to  their  own  lawes. 
^ouenats,if  they  except  not  the  laws  of  god  & of  nature, & 
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thofe  iuft  couenants  and  bargaines  that  are  made  with 
them^they  are  iniurioiis  to  God . And  as^ for  their  power 
to  abrogate  fuch  lawes  by  their  abfolute  authoritie , it  is 
no  more  permitted  vnto  them  than  the  other : feeing  the 
power  of  a foueraign  is  only  ouer  the  ciuillor  politiiie 
lawes . But  that  we  may  haue  feme  certaine  vnderftan- 
ding  of  the  matter  heere  propounded  vnto  vs  tointreate 
of,  wemuft  firftfee  what  the  laweis,  into  howe  many 
kindes  it  is  diuided  , whereunto  it  ought  to  tend,  the 
proh’te  of  it  ,and  howe  we  muft  obey  it . The  lawe  is  a 
lingular  reafon  imprinted  in  nature , commanding  thofe 
things  that  are  to  be  done , and  forbidding  the  contrary. 
We  haue  both  the  lawx  of  nature,  and  the  lawe  written. 
The  lawe  of  nature  is  a fence  and  feeling,  which  euerie 
one  hath  in  himfclfe,  and  in  his  confcience , whereby  he 
difeerneth  betweene  good  and  euill , afmuchas  fufficeth 
to  take  from  him  the  cloake  of  ignorance,  in  that  he  is 
reprooued  cuen  by  his  owne  witnelfe  . The  written 
the  written  law.  lawe  is  double , diuine,  and  ciuill . The  diuine  lawe  is 
AclawifGol  diuided  into  three  partes,  thatis,  into  Manners,  Cere- 
monies , and  ludgements . That  of  Manners  was  called 
of^theMoraU  anciciit  writers  the  Moralllawe,  beeingthe  true 

andeternall  rule  of  luftice,  appointed  for  all  men,  in 
what  countrie  or  tyme  foeuer  they  Hue , if  they  will  di- 
red  their  life  according  to  the  will  of  God . And  as  for 
the  Ceremonies  and  ludgements , although  they  haue 
fome  relation  to  Maners,yet  bicaufe  both  of  them  might 
be  altered  andabolidied  without  the  corruption  or  dimi- 
nution of  good  manners , the  Ancients  did  not  compre- 
hend thofe  two  parts  vnder  the  word  MoraIl,but  attribu- 
ted this  name  particularly  to  the  firft  part  of  the  lawe , of 
which  the  fincere  integritie  of  Maners  depcndeth,which 
neither  may  nor  oughtin  any  fort  to  be  altered  or  chan- 
ged,and  whereunro  tlie  end  of  all  other  lawes  is  to  be  re- 
ferred, in  honouring  God  by  a pure  faith , and  by  god- 
lines, and  in  being  ioined  vnto  our  neighbour  by  true 
loue . The  Ceremonial  lawe  was  a Pedagogie  of  the 
lewes , that  is  to  fay, a dodrine  of  infancie  giuen  to  that 

people 
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people  to  exercife  them  vnder  the  obedience  to  God,vn- 
till  the  manifeftation  of  thofe  things  which  were  then  fi- 
gured in  ihadowes.  The  ludiciall  law  giuen  vnto  them  for 
policie,taught  them  certaine  rules  of  iuftice  and  equitie, 
wherby  they  might  Hue  peaceably  togither  without  hur- 
ting one  another.  Now,as  the  exercife  of  ceremonies  ap- 
pertained to  the  dodrine  of  pietic , which  is  the  firft  part 
ofthe  Morall  law  ('bicaufc  it  nouriihed  the  lewifli  Church 
inthereuerenceof  God^  andyet  was  difiind  from  true 
pietic  : in  like  maner,  albeit  their  ludiciall  law  tended  to 
no  other  ende  than  to  the  preferuation  of  the  felfcfamc 
charitie  that  is  commanded  in  the  Morall  law,yer  it  had  a 
diftind  propertie,  which  was  not  exprefly  declared  in  the 
commandement  of  charitie.  As  therefore  the  ceremonies 
were  abrogated , and  true  religion  and  pietie,  I meane 
Chriftian,fubftitutedinplaceof  theludaicll  law:  fothe 
ludiciarie  lawes  were  cancelled  & abolifhed,  without  vio- 
lating in  any  fort  the  dutie  of  charitie.  So  that  all  nations  ofciuiiior  pa. 
haue  libertieto  make  for  themfelues  fuch  lawes  as  they 
fliallthinke  expedient  for  them,  called  of  vs  ciuill  lawes, 
which  mufl:  be  fquared  according  to  the  eternall  rule  of 
charitie,  and  differing  onely  in  forme,  they  mufl  all  haue 
one  end,commandingalwaies  honelt  & vertuous  things, 
and  contrariwife  forbidding  thofe  that  are  diflionefl:  and 
yitious . Noweof  thefe  ciuill  lawes,  there  are  two  chiefe 
kindes  amongftvs:  The  firftconfiftethin-lawes  that  are 
ratified  & eftablilhed , vpon  which  euery  Monarchic  and 
publike  gouernment  is  firft  grounded , and  hath  his  be- 
ginning, which  ought  notin  any  wife  to  be  infringed  or  whatcium 
changed  : uichare  thofe  which  we  call  the  lawes  of  the  ^^wesmaynot 
French-men : namely  the  Salicke  law,  eftabliflied  by  Sai.lkhw 

ramondyvho  was  the  firft  that  tooke  vpon  him  the  name  of 
king  ouer  them . Such  lawes  alio  are  annexed  and  vnited 
tothecrowne,  and  therefore  the  Prince  cannot  fo  abro- 
gate them,but  that  his  fucceflbr  may  difanull  whatfbeuer 
he  hath  done  in  preiudice  ofthem  imuchleflearefubieas 
permitted  to  attempt  any  fuch  matter.  Yea  all  thofe  that 
go  about  it,fceke  nothing  but  to  mooue  fedition  in  the  e- 

0^  ftate. 
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Hate , and  to  caufe  fubieds  to  reuolt  from  their  fupc- 
riours . As  for  the  other  ciuill  lawes,  as  conftitutions, 
ordinaunces,  edids^and  cuftomes,  which  haue  beene 
made  and  receiued  according  to  the  condition  and  cir- 
cumftaimce  of  times  and  places , they  are  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  foueraigne  Prince,  to  change  and  to  corred 
them  as  occaiion  (liall  feme  . And  yet  in  the  general 
and  particular  cuftomes  of  this  Realme,none  haue 
beene  commonly  chaunged,  but  after  the  lawefull  af- 
femblie  of  the  three  generall  Eftates  of  France,  orelfe 
of  the  particular  Eftates  of  euery  Prouince  : not  as  if 
the  king  were  neceflarily  bound  to  ftand  to  their  aduice, 
or  might  not  do  contrary  to  that  which  they  demand , if 
naturall  reafon  and  iuftice  ftand  with  his  will . And  then 
whatfoeuer  it  pleafeth  him  to  like  or  diflike,  to  com- 
mand or  forbid, is  held  for  a law, an  edid,and  decree,  and 
euery  fubied  is  bound  to  obey  it . But  to  fpeake  general- 
ly of  the  lawes  of  anEftate,  the  changing  and  gain-fay- 
ing of  them  is  a very  pernitious  plague  in  euery  Com- 
mon-wealth . This  ancient  rule  and  Maxime  of  wife  Po- 
liticks, is  well  woorththc  marking:  That  nothing  is  to  be 
changed  in  the  lawes  of  a Common-wealthwhich  hatha  long  time 
preferued  it  felfe  in  good  eflate , what  apar ant  profit e foeaera 
man  may  pretend.  And  for  this  cauiein  the  popular  go- 
uernmentof  the  Romanes vnderT«^///«# the Dida- 
tor,  that  Athenian  edidwas  receiued,  and  paft  by  force 
of  lawe , whereby  it  was  not  law  full  for  any  to  prefent  areejueH 
to  the  people , without  the  aduice  of  the  Senate,  But  there  was 
a farre  more  ftrid  and  feuere  decree  amongeft  the  Lo- 


crians  . For  it  was  to  this  efFed(as-D^’w^?/?^^’»<f/  rehear- 
Afeucre  decree  feth  it)  that  euery  Citizen  that  wasdefirous  to  bring  in 
of  the  Locrians  ^ ^ fliould  come  and  declare  it  publikely  before 

would  bring  fn  the  pcople  with  a halter  about  his  nccke , to  the  end  that 
new  lawes.  ^ot  thought  meete  to  be  receiued, 

and  very  profitable  for  the  Common-wealth , he  might 
prefently  be  ftrangled , as  a woorthie  reward  for  his  rafh- 
nes . In  euery  focietie  (fayth  that  is  wellin- 

ftituted  and  ordained  by  lawes,  great  care  is  to  be  taken 

that 
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that  no  part  of  the  lawe,  although  neuer  fo  little,  be  di- 
minidied  or  changed : yea , molt  heedc  is  to  be  had  of 
that  which  is  done  by  little  and  little.  For  if  refiftance 
be  not  then  made,  itfalleth  out  in  the  Common-wealth,  Mifehiefsina 
as  in  the  difeafed  bodie  of  a man , wherein  the  difeafe , if  miSTirrciiS 
Ipeedie  remedie  be  not  vfed  in  the  beginning  thereof,  in  the  beginning 
increafethby  little  and  little,  and  that  which  might  ea- 
filyhaue  beene  cured,  through  negligence  is  made  in- 
curable . Men  neuer  beginne  (fayd  Taulns  zy£mtlms  the 
Romane  Conful ) to  alter  and  chang  the  eftate  of  a Com- 
mon-wealth, by  making  their  firft  entrance  with  fome 
notorious  refilling  of  the  lawes . A nd  therefore  we  muft 
thinke  that  the  preferuation  of  the  principall  founda- 
tions of  a politike  Eftate  is  left  at  randon,  when  men 
negled  the  care  of  keeping  diligentlye  the  conftituti- 
ons  thereof , howx  light , or  of  fmall  importance  foe- 
uer  they  feeme  to  be . For  feeing  the  lawe  is  the  fure  Sinlf^ionof 
foundation  of  euery  ciuill  focietie  ,if  that  fayle , it  muft  ciuiiifocieties. 
needes  be , that  the  whole  politicall  building  will  fall 
to  mine.  Therefore  Bias  the  wife  fayd,  that  the  Eftate 
of  that  Common-wealth  is  happie,  wherein  all  the  in- 
habitants feare  the  lawe  as  a icuere  Tyrant . For  then 
whatfoeuer  it  requireth , is  vndoubtedly  perfourmed . 

After  the  lawe  is  once  eftablifhed  and  approoued  ffaith 
JJidoriis)  we  muft  not  iudge  of  it,  but  iudge  according  wemuftnot 
vnto  it  . That  is  the  belle  policie  (fayde  Ch'tlon  one  ofbi^cSfng"^ 
the  Sages  of  Grsecia)  where  the  people  hearken  more  totbeiaw. 
to  the  lawes, than  to  the  Oratours . This  alfo  was  the 
caufe  that  Patifanias  the  Lacedemonian  made  this  aun- 
fwerc  to  one  who  demaunded  of  him , why  it  was  not 
lawefull  in  their  countrie  to  alter  any  of  their  aunci- 
ent  lawes.  The  reafon  is  (quoth  he)  bicaufe  the  lawes  whycheLace- 
muft  bee  Miftrefles  ouer  men , and  not  men  Mayfters 
oucr  the  lawes . Moreouer,  the  antiquitie  and  profite 
of  lawes  are  fo  euident , that  it  is  needcles  to  make  a- 
ny  long  difeourfe  thereof  heerc  . OUofes  was  the  ^^11 
lawe-makerof  the  Hebrewes ; Trifinegisins 

of  the  Egyptians;  Phoroneus  the  Kinge , of  the  Grseci- 

iiij  ans: 
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ans : Solon  of  the  Athenians : Lycurgm  of  the  Lacedemo- 
nians : nAnacharfis  of  the  Scythians : NnnM 
the  Romanes'.  Ten  notablemen  were  chofen  by  the  Se- 
nate and  people  of  Rome , to  tranflate  and  to  expound 
the  lavv^es  of  the  tv^elue  tables.  We  haue  already  declared 
how  Pharam0ndm2.dc  OUTS . The  greatcftand  beftpart  of 
the  lawes  of  Germanie  was  eftabliflied  by  Charles  the 
great, Emperour  and  king  of  France . And  fo  all  regions 
haue  had  diuers  lawmakers , according  to  the  condition 
Noiawbcforc  circumftance  of  time, place, and  countrie.  True  it  is, 

thciawofGod.,  that  before  the  publifhingofthelawof  God,  there  was 
no  law-maker  of  whomewe  haue  any  knowledge : and 
furely  not  fo  much  as  one  word  of  a law  is  to  be  found  in 
all  the  works  of  Homer  Orfhew,  or  of  any  before 

fes.  But  Princes  iudged  and  commanded  allthingesby 
their  foueraigne  power , which  kind  of  gouernment  be- 
ing more  tyrannicall  than  kingly,  could  not  be  of  any 
continuance  or  aifurance,  bicaufe  there  was  no  bond  to 
knit  the  great  with  the  fmall,  andfo  confequently  no  a- 
greement . Befides,  this  is  out  of  doubt , that  all  the  fub- 
Iila  a Eftate  Band  in  neede  of  a law , as  of  a light  to 

Uw.  guide  them  in  the  darkenes  of  humane  adions  ; efpeci- 

ally  it  is  neceffarie  for  the  terrifiengof  the  wicked,  who 
might  pretend  fome  true  caiife  of  their  ignorance,  or 
fome  probable  colour  of  their  wickednes,  or  at  leaft  fome 
(hew  why  they  fhould  efcape  the  puni{hment,which  is  not 
imprinted  in  our  hartes  , as  things  forbidden  by  nature. 
Neuertheles  it  is  not  the  law  that  maketh  a right  gouern- 
tion  ofth/iaw  mentjbut  vpright  iuftice,and  the  equal  diftribution  ther- 
which  ought  to  be  furer  ingrauen  in  the  m.indes  of 
good  kings  and  princes,  than  in  tablesofflone.And  itis 
to  fmall  purpofe  to  multiply  Edids  and  Decrees,  if  they 
be  not  feuerely  obferiied  ; yeathefirft  fignethataman 
Todif  cnce  eftate,is  when  there  appecreth 

wkhgS^fta-  anvnbrideled  licence  and  a facilitie  in  difpenfing  with 
SSe  news’s  ftatuts , and  when  new  decrees  are  daily  confulted 

rtXcnoftS'*  of.  And  if  the  eftate  be  already  troubled , the  heaping  vp 
of  lawes  vpon  lawes  is  no  leffe  dangerous  for  it , than  a 

multitude 
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multitude  of  medicines  in  a weake  ftomacke,  whereas 
contrarywife,  new  introdudions  and  abufes  are  then  e- 
fpecially  to  be  taken  away,  and  things  brought  backe  a- 
gaine  to  their  firft  and  ancient  forme.  Hiftories  teach  vs, 
that  when  edids  and  decrees  were  moft  of all  multiplied^ 
then  did  tiranny  gather  greateft  ftrength  . As  it  fell  out 
vnder  the  tyrant  CdigHla,^\\o  publiaied  decrees  of  al  forts  Examples  the  - 
both  good  and  bad,and  thoie  written  in  ib  fmall  a letter,  of  in  caiiguia,&: 
that  men  could  not  read  them,  to  the  end  that  he  might 
thereby  fnarethofe  that  were  ignoraunt.  His  fucceffour 
Claudius  made  twentie  edids  in  one  day,  and  yet  tirannie 
was  neuer  fo  cruell,  nor  men  more  wicked  than  at  that 
time.  Therfore  let  the  lawes  and  good  ordinances  of  an 
eftate  beinuiolable,ftraightIy  kept,notrubied  to  diipcn-  Howiawes  may 
fation,notfauourable  to  great  men,  but  common  and  e- 
C[uall  to  all,  and  then  fliall  the  bond  of  ciuill  focietie  bee 
furely  tied . Now  where  as  I faid,  that  all  nations  haue  li- 
bertie  to  prefcribe  and  frame  ciuill  lawes  for  themfelues, 
my  meaning  was  not  to  approoue  certaine  barbarous  & 
beaftly  lawes  receiued  of  fome  people  : as  thofe  lawes 
w^hich  alowcd  theeues  a certain  reward,  which  permitted 
the  company  of  men  and  women  indifferently,  and  innu- 
merable others  more  diflioneft,  which  are  not  onely  voyd 
ofalliuftice,  but  euenofall  humanitie.  But  thefe  two 
things  muft  be  kept  inuiolably  in  alllaw^es,  mmdy.'The 
ordinauce  of the  law^cfr  the  ec^uitie  of  it,  vpon  the  reafon  wher-  two  things  re* 
ofthe  ordinance  is  grounded,  Equitie  is  al«.ayes  one  and  Sepfntfclc. 
the  lame  to  all  people,bicaufeit  is  natural! . Therefore  all 
the  lawes  in  the  world,  c/fwhat  matter  foeuerthey  are,  w^y^onetd 
mult meete in  the  fame  equitie.  Concerning  the  ordi- 
nance  ofthe  law,  bicaufe  itisioyned  with  circumftances, 
noinconueniece  letteth  butthatitmay  dediuers  among 
fundry  nations,prouided  alwayes  that  they  all  tend  a-like 
to  the  fame  marke  of  equitie.  Now  fceyng  the  diuine  law 
W’hich  wx  call  morall,  is  nothing  elfe  but  a teflimonie  of 
the  law  of  nature,  and  of  the  confcience  that  is  imprinted 
in  all  menshartes,  no  doubt  but  this  equitie  whereof  we 
now  fpeake,  is  w holy  declared  and  comprehended  there- 
in^ 
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in . Therefore  it  is  meete  that  this  equitie  onely  (liould  be 
the  whitc,rule  and  end  of  all  lawes.  For  (as  S-zAugunine 
faith  in  his  booke  of  the  citie  of  God).euery  law  that  bea- 
reth  not  the  image  of  the  diuine  lawe,  is  a vaine  -cenfure. 
And  iuftice  is  the  end  of  eucry  law  wel  ellabliihed,  which 
isthecaufewhy  S.  Patti greatly  extolleth  the  vigor  of 
the  lawe,  calling  it  the  bond  of  perfedion  . Thofe  lawes 
then  which  are  fquared  out  by  this  heauenly  rule,  which 
tend  to  this  ende,  and  are  limited  out  by  this  meafure, 
ought  to  be  receiiied  and  followed  cheerfully,  albeit  they 
differ  from  the  Mofaicall  law,orotherwifeone  from  ano- 
ther. For  many  haue  denied  (&fomeamongftvs  areyet 
of  that  opinion)  that  no  Common-wealth  can  be  well  & 
iufdy  inftiruted  and  ordained,  if  leaning  the  policie  of 
MofeSjit  be  gouerned  by  the  common  lawes  of  other  na- 
■ tions  : which  is  fo  abfurd  a thing,  and  would  be  the  caufe 
of  fo  great  confufion  in  the  policies  of  the  world  , that 
there  needeth  no  great  (lore  of  arguments  to  prooue  it 
vaine  and  friuolous.  Moreouer,by  that  diftinftion  of  the 
law  which  we  haue  already  fetdowne  in  our  difcourfe,  it 
appeereth  fufficiently,that  the  opinion  of  thefe  doters  is 
grounded  vpon  a meere  ignoraunce  of  the  will  of  God. 
ThelaweofGodforbiddeth  Healing  and  diuers  pames 
and  punifliments  are  appointed  for  the  fame  in  the  poli- 
cie of  the  Iewes,according  to  the  kind  ,time,and  place  of 
the  theft.  TheancienteH  lawes  of  other  nations  punifhed 
theeues  by  caufing  the  to  reftore  double  that  which  they 
had  fto!ne.Thofe  lawes  which  folowed  made  a diftindion 
betweene  open  aiid  fecret  theft  i others  vfed  banifliment, 
and  Ibme  death.  The  lawe  of  God  forbiddeth  falie  wit- 
nes-bearing, which  was  punifhed  amongft  the  lewes  with 
the  fame  punifhment  that  the  partie  falfely  accufed  fliould 
haueincurred,  if  he  had  been  found  guiltie . In  fome  o- 
ther  countries  there  was  no  punilhment  for  it  but  publike 
ignominie  and  fliame  : and  in  fome  alfo  the  gibbet.  Brief- 
lie,  all  the  lawes  in  the  world  with  one  common  confent, 
how  different  fbcuer  they  be,  tend  to  one  and  the  fnne 
ende,  pronouncing  feiitence  of  condemnation  againft 
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. thofe  crimes  that  are  condemned  by  the  eternall  la^'e  of 
God  : onely  they  agree  not  in  equalitie  of  punifliment, 
which  is  neither  neceffarie  nor  expedient . There  is  fome 
fuche  countrey  that  woulde  fpeedily  become  defolate 
through  murders  and  robberies, if  it  did  not  exercife  hor- 
rible & grieuous  piiniflimen  ts  vpon  the  offenders  in  thofe 
crimes.  There  falleth  out  fome  fuch  time  as  requireth  in- 
creafe  ofpunifliments.  Some  fuch  natio  there  is  that  ftan- 
deth  in  need  of  fome  grieuous  corredionto  be  appoin- 
ted for  fome  fpecial  vice,wheruntootherwife  it  would  be 
more  giue  than  other  nations.He  that  fliould  be  offended 
at  this  diuerfitie, which  is  moft  mecte  to  maintain  the  ob- 
feruationofthe  law  of  God,  would  he  not  bethought  to 
haue  a malicious  mind,  and  to  enuy  publike  benefite  and 
quietnes?  For  the  conclufion  of  our  prefent  ipeech,  let  vs 
learne,that  ciuil  lawes  and  ordinances  depend  only  of  the  ordfnan. 

foueraigne ruler,  &that  he  may  change  them  according  ofth'SuS 
to  the  occurrence  and  benefit  of  ftate  affaires.Let  vs  learn  ^ 

that  all  lawes  muft  be  referred  to  the  infallible  rule  of  the  Thcend  wher- 
juftice  and  will  ofGod,and  to  the  common  profit  of  ciuil  unto  .'ll!  I awes 
fbcietie : that  he  which  coiiimaundeth  vs  to  obey  magi- 
ftrates  not  only  forfeareof  punifliment,  but  alfofor  con- 
fcience  fake, requireth  of  vs  fuch  obedience  to  their  lawes 
and  ordinances  ; fothatheis  accurfedthatinfringeth  or 
contemneththem.  Therfore  v/e  muft  voluntarily  fubmit 
our  felues  vnto  them,fo  that  thekgeneral  end  be  to  fet  an 
order  and  policie  amongft  vs,and  not  difpute  of  their  rea- 
fon  and  caufe,  as  long  as  their  iurifdi<ftion  extendeth  not 
to  our  foules  to  lay  vpon  them  a new  rule  ofiuftice. 


Of  the  Peeple,  and  of  their  obedience  due  to  the 
MagiHrate^  and  to  the  Law, 

Chap.  56. 


WE  haue  hitherto  feene,  that  the  pre- 
feruation  of  policies  dependeth  of  the 
obferuationofthelaw,  that  the  foue- 
raigne 
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raignemagiftrateruleth  thereby,  and  vfeth  it  as  a bond 
to  reduce  to  vnitie  and  agreement  all  the  citizens  of  one 
Common-wealth,  being  vnlike  in  calling,  and  lining  yn- 
der  his  dominion : at  which  marke  euery  good  politike 
gouernor  ought  chiefly  to  aime.  Now  (my  companions) 
we  are  to  in  treat  of  this  third  part  of  a citie,  which  ma- 
keth  the  politike  body  perfed  and  abfolute,  namely,  of 
the  people,  and  of  that  obedience  which  they  ought  to 
yeeld  to  the  magiftrate  and  to  the  law. 

Aram.  The  whole  Common-wealth  fareth  well  or 
The  magiftrate  ^11  hit  parts,euen  to  the  leafl:,are  ruled,and  containe 

is  the  head, the  thcmfelues  within  the  compafle  of  their  duetie.  For  all  of 
In'dSepcopie  them  togithet  makebut  one>ody , whereof  the  magi- 
thebodyofthc  ftrate  is  the  head,  andthelawe  the  foule  thatgiueth  life 
eommon-wcith.  Wherefore  it  is  necdcfull  that  thefc  (hould  com- 

maund,and  the  other  obey. 

A c H I T o B . Whatfoeuer  profiteth  the  whole,  profi- 
teth  the  part, and  that  which  is  commodious  to  the  part, 
is  alfo  commodious  to  the  whole  : and  fo  contrary  wife. 
Wherefore  to  obey  well,  which  is  neceflarily  required  of 
the  people, is  greatly  auaileable  to  the  whole  political  bo- 
die.  Now  let  vs  heare  A s e r handle  this  matter  vnto  vs 
more  at  large. 

A s E R.  In  euery  difcipline  the  beginning  is  common- 
ly taken  from  the  leafl:  partes  thereof.  Grammer  taketh 
his  beginning  from  letters,' which  are  the  leafl:  things  in 
it ; Logike,  from  rhe  two  leafl:  partes  thereof, namely,the 
Nowne  and  the  Verbe . Geometric  from  the  point : A- 
partsof  Logike,  from  Vnitie  : Mufick  from  the  Minnem  and 

^ucof  Gram-  are  likewife  the  leafl  parts  therof.  There- 

fore hauingfeene  that  Policie  is  the  order  and  life  of  the 
citie,  and  that  the  citie  is  a multitude  of  citizens,  before 
we  fpeak  of  the  whole  bodie  of  them,we  mufl  fas  I think) 
intreat  firfl  of  a citizen,who,although  he  differ  according 
to  the  diuerfitie  of  common -wealths,yet  to  take  him  pro- 
Thc  definition  perly,may  be  faid  to  be  euery  one  that  hath  right  to  iudge 
inhiscitie,&hathadeliberatiuevoycein  the  generall  or 
common  councell  thereof.  This  definition  of  a citizen 

cannot 
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cannot  fitly  be  applied  to  all  citizens  of  all  Common- 
wealtlis,but  only  to  thofe  that  are  ruled  popularly,  wher- 
in  they  are  all  ctjuall,  and  gouerne  thernielues  by  alleixi- 
blies,  in  which  euery  one  hath  libertie  to  fpeake  his  ad- 
uife.  Some  definea  citizen  to  be  he,whofe  parents  are  ci-  Other  definiti- 
tizens:or  els,to  be  a free  fubied  holding  of  the  foueraign- 
tie  of^n  other : wherin  they  adde  this  word  Free,  to  di- 
ftinguilli  him  from  flaues  and  ftrangers . But  generally  we  ' 

' may  fay, that  whofoeuer  may  beare  offices  or  magiftracie 
in  what  forme  ofgouernment  fo  euer,  is  reputed  & taken 
rora  citizen  : and  fuch  are  all  the  naturall  Frenchmen  in 
this  monarchie,amongft  whom  there  is  not  one, how  bafe 
Ibeuer  he  be  that  may  not  be  made  noble  by  vertue,  or 
that  may  not  by  skill  and  integritie  oflife  attaine  to  \he 
greatefteftatesofiuftice,  of  treafurie,  and  of  other  pub-  ' 
like  charges.  I his  is  not  feenin  all  common-wealths.  For 
in  the  Se!.3norie  of  Venice  it  feemech  that  none  are  truely  oftheflwof 
citizens, but  tne  lordes  and  nobles,  who  onely  enioy  the 
office  of  yngidracie,  and  may  enter  into  the  great  coun- 
celi  arter  they  haue  attained  the  age  of  fiue  and  twentie 
yeeres.  As  for  the  people  they  intermeddle  not  with  any 
matter  of  gouernment,this  only  excepted,  that  they  may 

be Sccretariesand  Chancellors,  as  reporteth. 

The  citie  of  Rome  hauing  many  times  fundry  gouern-  oftheaocient 
ments,  the  appellation  of  a citizen  was  likewife  diners 
therein.  Foraslongasthefirflkingsruled,  the  common 
people  were  altogither  excluded  from  publike  honors  & 
offices.  But  after  when  the  regall  power  was  changed  in- 
to the  gouernment  ofa  certaine  number  of  men , chofen 
by  fufFrages  3nd  common  voyces^  the  people  were  admit- 
ted to  magiftracies,and  to  the  managing  ofalFairs^  being 
prejentat  the  publike  alTemblie  had  in  Mars  his  held 
which  was  diftributed  by  tribes/wardes,  companies^and 
centuries,  to  deliberate  of  the  common  eilate,  to  create 
magiftrates,  and  to  decree  new  lawes  : where  he  was  re- 
nted for  a citizen  in  deed, that  was  a free  man,  that  had 
both  houfe  and  tribe,and  pofhbilitie  to  attaine  to  honor, 
enioying  befides  many  other  priuiledges  and  preroga- 

tines. 
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dues.But  when  the  foueraigntie  came  into  the  emperors 
handsjthofeaflembliescondnuedonely  vnder  and 

O^ampu,  and  after  were  abrogated  by  Tyherita  znd.  tran- 
flated  to  the  Senate , and  to  the  ablolute  power  of  the 
prince, taking  away  ai  authoritiefro  the  people  in  publike 
matters.  Now  to  returne  to  our  former  afferdon,  we  fay. 
Who  arc  truly  t^^t  all  they  are  citizens  to  whom  the  gate  that  leadeth  to 
citizens.  the  gouemment  of  the  citie  lieth  open,  I mean  the  whole 

company  of  them  thatliue  vnder  the  fame  lawes  and  fo- 
ueraigne  magiftrates.  Such  are  all  the  fubieds  and  natu- 
rail  vaflals  of  our  king, of  whom  the  people  and  the  nobi- 
Thcaiuifionof  Hde  ate  the  two  ordcts  ot  cftatcs,  and  of  them  is  the  e- 
ftate  of  the  church  compounded,  which  maketh  one  part 
orders  or  eitates  of  the  common-wealth  of  France.This  felf-fame  diftindi- 
on  of  citizens  is  obferued  almoft  throughout  all  Europe, 
Thedmifion  of  befidcs  this  general  diuifio, there  are  feme  more  fpe- 
nfccSfio-^  cial  in  many  common-welths,as  at  Venice,  into  the  Gentle* 
tenec.  men/Bfirgefef,  & Common  people : at  Florence  before  it  was 

brought  in  fubiedio  to  a Prince, there  were  fort^ 

the  middle  fort, the  vnlgar  or  common  fort  of  people.  And  Our 
ancient  Gaules  had  the  7)rfiides,the  Horfemen,^  the  inferior 
*"on^t£caBd^  Egypt  Were  the  T^rie^ls,  the  Souldibrs,  & the  Arttfi* 

wtGauier^^  cers.  And  although ‘P4?rd?labored  to  make  all  the  citizens 
ofhis common- welth  equal  in  rights  & prerogatiues,  yet 
he  diuided  them  into  three  eftates,  into  Gardes,  Souldiers^ 
Thcfcprdcs  zndLahottrers.  Whereupon  we  muft  neceifarilie  inferre 
rndcouncStor  conclufion,  that  there  neuer  was,  nor  can  be  Com- 
itate affaires  mon-wealth,wherein  the  citizens  vv-ere  cqiiall  in  all  rights 
^^.B^r^cffL.  and  prerogatiues,  but  that  fome  had  more  or  lelTe  than 
others,  and  yet  fo,  that  wife  Polidkes  haue  carefully  pro- 
uided , that  the  meaneft  fhoiild  haue  no  caiife  to  coin- 
ofchca-rec.  plaiiic ofthcir eftate.  Moreouer,  the  coniieniencie  and 
bc^kc^ proportionable  agreement  of  our  French  eftates,  hath 
tween  thcc-  been  the  caufe  why  this  kingdome  (vntill  this  our  infor- 
mon.wLuh!"''  tunatc  age ) hath  continued  & profpered  fo  long  amoiigft 
other  kingdoms  both  of  auncient  and  late  times,namdy, 
when  Goodes,  Honours.,  and  pflblike  charges  were  ordinari- 
ly diftributed,  according  to. the  condition  of  euery  eftate, 

' and 
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and  their  rightes  and  priuiledges  prefcrued  : e/pecially 
when  it  was  carefully  prouided, that  one  eftate  fliould  not 
grow  too  great  aboue  the  other,  I meane,that  the  nobili- 
tie  (liould  not  keep  the  people  too  much  vnder,and  bring 
them  to  a defperate  eftate  : and  that  the  people  through 
theirtraffike,  offices  ofiudgements,  and  receipts  for  the 
prince  which  they  exercifed.and  benefices  which  they  en- 
joyed,(hould  not  exceffiuely  enrich  themfelues,to  the  pre- 
iudice  of  the  nobilitie,  nor  get  into  their  hands  the  lands 
of  the  nobles,  who  being  impoueriffied,  could  not  fuftain 

thechargesofwarre,norferuethekinginhisarmies. But  Once  r 

the  negled  of  this  forefight,  & the  great  inequalitie  of  ri-  miferfe°of 
ches  among  the  eftates(that  one  part  which  was  woont  to 
be  pooreft, being  now  become  richer  than  both  the  other'  ^ 
two-)is  the  caufe  of  great  wounds  in  the  body  of  this  mo- 
narchie.The  poore  people  being  oppreffied  by  both  the  o- 
thereftates,is  fallen  vnder  the  burthen  liketoffi;fopsaire. 

And  the  horfe  that  would  cary  nothing,!  mean  the  nobi- 
litie &clergie  are  con  ftrained,  fometo  beare  their  tenths 
& extraordinary  fubfidies,  & others  to  fell  their  lining  to 
go  to  war  at  their  own  charges. But  thefe  things  deferue  a 
long  difeourfe  by  it  felf,&  may  hereafter  be  touched  more 
fitly  tha  at  this  time.  Let  vs  then  generally  confidcr  of  our 
propofition,  namely,  of  the  duty  of  al  thofe  fubieds  which  The  office  ana: 
hue  vnder  one  eftate  and  policy . Firftit  is  neceffiary  that 
they  fhould  hauethe  eftate  of  the  magiftrate  in  great  efti- 
mation,acknowledging  it  to  be  a-commiffio  & charge  gi- 
uen  by  God,&  therfore  they  muft  honor  & reuerece  him. 
as  one  that  reprefenteth  vnto  them  the  heauenly  empire 
oueral  creatures.  For  as  God  hath  placed  the  Sun  in  the 
heaues  as  an  image  ofhisdiuine  nature,  which  lightneth, 
heateth,quickneth,&  norifheth  al  things  created  for  mas 
vfe.either  in  heaue  or  earth:  fothe  foueraign  magiftrate  is  Thero..«„ig„ 
the  like  reprefenratio  & light  in  a city  or  kingdo.efpecially 
folong  as  the  feare  of  God,&  obferuatio  ofiufticeare  im- 
printed  in  his  hart.Some  are  obediet  enough  to  their  ma- 
giftrates,&  would  not  but  that  there  (liould  be  (ome  fope- 
rior  vnto  whom  they  might  be  fubiciSjbicaufe  they  know 

it 
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it  to  be  expedient  for  common  benefit : yet  they  haueno 
other.opinion  of  a magidrate,but  that  he  is  a neceffary  e-, 
nil  formankind.Bnt  when  we  know,  that  we  are  comma- 
ded  to  honor  the  king,  to  feare  God  and  the  king,  which 
wehndeofteninthefcripture,  wemuft  vnderftand  that 
this  word  to  honour,  comprehendeth  vnder  it  a good  opimort 
and  efiimation,  which  we  mud  haue  of  the  foueraigne  ma- 
gidrate : and  that  the  ioining  of  the  king  with  God,  mud 
caufe  vs  to  attribute  great  dignitie  and  reuerence  vnto 
him,  in  refpedofthat  power  which  isgiuen  him  from  his 
maiedie.  Likewife  when  it  is  faid,  that  we  mudbefubiedd 
to  the  higher porvers,not  bicaufe  ofrrrath  onelj,  hut  a/fo  for  confei^ 
bevchtL'^Hn^  honour  them  with  an  excellent  title,  and 

fo?th/ferreof^  to  bindc  VS  to  obey  them  for  the  fearc  of  God,  and  as  we 
wil  obey  his  ordinance,bicaufe  their  power  dependeth  of 
him.  Ofthis  honour  and  reuerence  it  followeth,  that  we 
mud  fubmit  our  felues  vnto  them  in  all  obedience,  whe- 
ther it  be  in  yeelding  to  their  ordinances  or  hedes , in  the 
paiment  of  impedes  and  fubfidies , or  in  rcceiuing  fuch 
publike  charges,as  it  (hall  pleafe  them  to  commit  vnto  vs. 
Briefly,  euery  fubied  is  bound  to  ferue‘  his  prince  with 
goods  and  life,which  is  the  perfonall  feruice  of  a natiirall 
fubied:,  not  as  a hireling  that  femes  at  will,  whereas  the 
other  feruice  is  neceflarie.  Let  euery  feu/e  (faith  S.  Paul)  be 
fuhie^to  the  higher  powers.  For  whofoeuer  refiFieth  the  power, re-- 
ffleth  the  ordinance  of  God,  He  writeth  alfo  to  Tttus  in  this 
m2in^x,  Puttheminrememhraunce  that  they  befubieEi  to  the 
principalities  andpowers,and  that  they  be  obedient  and  ready  to  e- 
.Pct.2.13 .14.  uerygood  worke.  Submit  your felues  ( faith  S . l^eter)  vnto  allma^ 
ner  ordinance  of  man  for  the  hordes  fake,  whether  it  be  vnto  the 
king^aa  vnto  the  fuperiour,  or  vntogouernours,  as  vnto  them  that 
are  fent  of  him  for  the  punipjment  ofeuil  doers,  and  for  theprayfe 
of  the  that  dowell,  Moreouer,to  the  end  that  fubieds  fliould 
tedifie,that  they  obey  not  di{remblingly,but  of  a free  and 
willing  mind,  S.PWaddeth.that  they  mud  by  prayers  to 
God  recommend  their  preferuation  and  profperitie  vn- 
der whom  they  Hue.  I exhort  (faith  he)  that  firH  of  all fuppli- 
cat  ions, prayers,  interc  ejfions  ,and  giuing  of  thanks  be  made  for  all 
' men. 
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and  of  their  obedience. 


men  far  kings ^nd far  aUthatareinauthoritie,  that  we  may  lead  a 
^Hset  andapeaceahle  life  in  allgodlines and  honellie.  Neither  let 
any  man  deceiue  himfelf  herein . For  feeing  no  ma  can  re- 
fiftmagiftrates  without  refilling  God,  howfoeuer  fomc 
may  rhink,that  a weak  & powerles  magiftrate  may  be  c6- 
temned  without  punilhment,yet  God  is  ftrong  & mighty 
to  reuenge  the  contempt  of  his  ordinance.  Befides.vnder  „ ■ 
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this  obedience  is  contained  that  moderatio  which  al  pri-  muftTolbufic 

UateDerfons  nnahr  . themfelucs in 


uate  perlons  ought  to  obferue  in  publike  affairs,  namely 
that  they  mutt  not  of  their  own  motio  intermeddle  in  the 
gouernment  or  reformation  of  them, nor  take  vpon  them 
ralhly  any  part  of  the  magiflrates  office,  nor  to  attempt  a- 
ny  pubhke  thing.If  there  be  any  fault  in  the  common  po- 
licie  that  needeth  amendment,they  muft  not  therfore  ftir 
at  al  therin,nor  take  to  thefelues  authoritie  to  redres  it,or 
once  to  put  too  their  helping  hands,which  in  that  refped 
are  as  it  were  bound  behind  the.But  they  are  to  (hew  it  to 
the  fuperior,  who  only  hath  his  hand  vnbound  to  difpofe 
& order  publike  niatters,&  if  he  then  command  them  to 
deal  thenn,they  may  put  itin  executi6,as  being  furnilhed 
with  publike  authoritie.For  as  we  vfe  to  call  the  counfai- 
■ O'"*  ofa  prince,his  eies  & eares,bicaufe  they  muft  be  vigi-  0^0'^ 
lant  tor  him/o  we  may  alfo  cal  thofe  me  his  hands, whom 
he  hath  appointed  to  execute  fuch  things  as  are  to  be  don.  ar"e  hiXadr 
And  to  thefe  we  owe  honor  & obedience,feeing  the  force 
of  the  laws  confifteth  in  their  comandement.Thefe  are  the 
niagiftrates  & officers  eftablifhed  by  the  fbueraigne,&  ar- 
med with  power  to  copel  the  fubieds  to  obey  his  laws,or 
els  to  punifh  the.Wherby  we  fee  two  kinds  of  comanding  Two  kinds  of 
with  pubhke  power,the  one  in  chief,which  is  abfolute,in- 
definite  & aboue  the  laws,  aboue  magiflrates  and  priuate 
men : the  other  is  lawful/ubied:  to  the  lawes  & to  the  fo- 
ueraigne,  which  power  properly  belongeth  to  them  that 
haue  extraordinary  power  to  command,  as  long  as  their 


commiflion  lafleth.The  foueraign  prince acknowledgeth  ThedifFercnc« 

farter  Onrl^nnnfa  cTrfaof-iar.  o Kirv^r^ir.  1 between  the 


(after  God)none  greater  tha  himfelf:  the  magiftrate  hoi-  pri„ce 
deth  his power(after  God)of  the  foueraign  prince, and  is  giftrate,andthe 
always  lubiea  to  him  dc  to  his  laws.Priuatc  men  acknow- 
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ledgeafterGod  (who.muft  alwaies  be  firftj  their foue- 
raign  prince, his  lawes  & his  magiftrates,  euery  one  in  his 
place  of  iurifdiaion  .They  are  bound  to  obey  them,  euen 
then^which  is  repeated  in  rnany  laws^when  they  cbmand 
any  thing  cotrary  to  publike  profiteer  againft  ciuil  iuftice, 
fo  that  itbe  not  againft  the  law  of  God&  of  nature.  Now 
forafmuch  as  when  we  intreated  of  the  foueraigne  magi- 
ftrate.we  delcribed  him  fuch  a one  as  he  ought  to  be,  an- 
fwering  truly  to  his  title,that  is  to  fay,  a father  ofthe  cou- 
trey  which  he  gouerneth,  a fheepheard  of  his  people,  the 
gafdian  ofpeace,proteaorofiuftice,&preferuer  ofinno- 
cencie,that  man  might  wel  be  iudged  to  be  befide  hinifelf 
that  would  reprehend  fuch  a gouernment.  Bucbicaufe  it 
commonly  falleth  out,  that  moft  princes  wander  far  out 
ofthe  right  wav,  &thatfomehauingnocareto  do  their 
duty,fleep  in  tlieir  delights  & pleafures, others  fixing  their 
harts  vpon  couetoufnes,  let  to  fale  all  lawes,  priuiledges, 
rights  & iudgemets;  fome  fpoil  the  poore  people  by  ouer- 
charging  them  with  impoftes  & exaftions  to  furnilli  their 
prodigalitie  & vnmeafurable  diffolutenes:  others  exercife 
open  robberies, in  fackingofhoufes,  violating  of  virgins 
& maried  women,in  murdring  innocents, or  fuffring  fuch 
violence  to  be  done  vnder  the  by  the  minifters  & baudes 
of  their  pleafures:fomc  alfo  oppres  the  nobility,  euen  the 
princes  of  their  bloud,to  Ihew  fauour  to  bale  perlons,and 
thofe  ftrangerSjdclpifing  woorthy  me  thatare  their  natu- 
ral fubiefts  & valfals:  I fay  conlidering  thefe  things,it  will 
be  very  hard,yeaaUogither  impollible,toperfwadeagreat 
many,  that  fuch  are  to  be  acknowledged  for  princp  and 
true  fuperiors,&  that  we  muft  of  necelfiue  obey  the  fo  far 
as  we  may  without  offending  our  confcieces  confecrated 
to  G od  onely . For  this  affeftion  is  rooted  in  the  harts  of 
men, to  hate  & deteft  tirants  no  lelfe  than  they  loue  & re- 
uerence  iuft  kings.  So  that  whe  arnongft  fuch  lothlbm  vi- 
ces,fo  far  eftranged  not  only  fro  the  duty  of  a magiftrate, 
but  alfo  from  all  humanity,  they  fee  in  their  foueraign  no 
forme  ofthe  image  of  God,  which  ought  to  lliine  in  him, 
no  flievv  of 3,  miniilcr  giueii  from  aboue  for  the  pr^iyfe  of 

good 


and oftheir obedience.  ' 6ii 

good  men,and  execution  of  vengeance  vpon  the  wicked, 
they  are  ealily  driuen  forward  to  hate  & to  contemn  him, 
and  finally,  to  rebell  againft  him.But  if  we  dired  our  fight 
to  the  word  of  God,  it  will  lead  vs  a great  deale  farther. 

For  it  wil  make  vs  obedient,  not  onely  to  the  rule  of  thole 

princes  which  execute  their  office  according  to  iiiftice, 

but  to  them  alfo  that  do  nothing  Jeffie  than  their  dutie.  It 

telleth  vs, that  whatfoeuer  they  are, they  haue  their  autho- 

ritie  from  God  only:the  good,as  mirrors  of  his  goodnes; 

the  bad,as  fcourges  ofhis  wrath  to  punifli  the  iniquitie  of 

the  people : but  both  the  one  and  the  other,  authorized  vnh,? prin«?as 

from  him  with  thefamedignitieandmaieftiein  regard  of 

their  fubiefts.  Therforein  refped  of  obedience  and  reue- 

rence,  we  owe  as  much  to  the  vniull:,as  to  the  iuft  prince. 

Which  thing  bicaufeit  is  fo  hardly  beleeued  amongft  me, 

& leffe  pradifed  now  than  euer,I  wil  infill  a litle  longer  in 
the  proofe  of  my  faying  by  teftimonies  of  the  fcripture, 
than  we  haue  vfed  to  do  in  our  other  difcourfes.Firll,!  de- 
fire euery  one  diligently  to  confider  and  marke  the  proui- 
denceofGodj&thatlpecial  working  wherby  he  vfeth  to 
diftribiite  kingdoms, & to  eftablilh  fuch  kings  as  he  thinks 
goodjWherof mention isoftemadein  thefcripture.  Asit 
is  written  in  Daniel;  He  changeth  the  times  ^feafom:  he  ta-  _ 
ksthaveay  kinasshefetteth  vpki»gs^hat  Iming menmay  know, that 
the  moH  hig h hat h fovper  ouer  the  kingdom  ofmen,a?idgiHeth  it  t^  ^ 

'fi^hemfoeHer  he  appomteth  ouer  it  the  mofl  ahied:  among  me. 

It  is  wel  known  what  maner  of  king  Nebuchadnez>zer  was,  ^ehuchadne^ 
eue  he  that  took  Ierurale,namely,a  great  thief,&  a robber. 
Notwithaanding  God  affirmeth  by  the  prophet  Ez,echieL  g 
Thathe  gauehim  the  lad  of  Egypt  for  the  reward  ofhis  wor^.cir  for 
the  wages  ofhis  army  wherwich  he  had ferued  him,  in foiling  and 
facking  Tyrus.And  Daniel faidvnto  him:0  king  thou  art  a kjng 
kings  for  the  god  of heaue  hath  giue  thee  a kingdom  power, flregth,  ' 

cir glory we  heare  that  he  was  appointed  king  bv  god, 
we, mua  withal  cal  to  mind  the  heauely  ordinace,j?^te/^  co^ 
mandeth  vs  to  fear  (ir  honor  the  k^^gydc  then  we  wil  not  doubt 
toyeeld  to  a wicked  tyrant  that  honour  which  God  hath 
thought  him  meet  for,  Whe  Samuel  declared  to  the  people  of  ' 
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Ofthc  People, 

Ifrael  vvhat  they  (hould  fuffer  of  their  kings,notonely  ac- 
cording to  the  rights  and  priuiledges  of  his  maieftie,  but 
by  tyrannical  cuftoms  and  faftiions.namelyjr^^/  vpould, 
X.  Sam.8.  take  their  forties  and  daughters  to  ferue  him^their  lands, vines  and 

gardens, to £iae  them  to  their  fer Hants, contrary  to  the  commande- 
ment  of  the  lave  of  God:  yet  hc  inioined  them  all  obedience, 
leaning  them  no  lau^ful  occafion  to  refift  their  king./ haue 
Iere.i7.j.  &c.  the  Lord  in  Ieremy)made  the  earth, the  man,(:fr  theheafl 
that  are  vpon  the  ground, my  great  porver,^  by  my  out-ftr  etched 
arme,(^  haue giuen  it  vnto  whom  it  pleafedme.But  now  I haue gi- 
uen  al  the fe  lands  into  the  hand  of  Nebuchadnez^zAr  the  king  of 
Atyranc  called  Babel  my  feruont,  ^ the  beaHs  of  the  fields  haue  I alfo  giuen  hirn 
the  feruanc  of  fo  feruc  him.  ^nd  all  nations  fhal  feme  him, and  hts  fonne,  and  his 
^ fonne  s fonne  vntil  the  very  time  of  his  land  come  alfo.  And  the  na^ 

tion  and  kingdom  which  will  not  ferue  the  fame  MebuchadnezjZ^r 
king  of  Babel, & that  wil  not  put  their  necke  vnder  the  yoke  of  the 
king  of  Babel, the  fame  nation  wil  Ivifite,(fiiith  the  Lord)with  the 
fword,famme,& peiiilence.  wherfore  ferue  the  kfitg  of  Babel  and 
liue.y^Q  know  by  thefe  words  with  what  great  obedience 
God  would  haue  this  peruerfe  & cruel  tyrant  to  be  hono- 
red,only  for  this  reafon,  bicaufe  he  was  lift  vp  by  his  hand 
vnto  that  roial  maieftie.Now  if  we  are  bound  to  beleeue 
as  much  of  al  the  kings  of  the  earthjthefe  fdolifli  & fediti- 
ous  thoughts  (hould  neuer  come  into  our  mindes,  that  a 
king  muft  be  handled  according  as  he  deferueth,&:  that  it 
ftandeth  not  with  reafonjthat  wx  (hould  accout  our  felues 
hisfubieds,  who  for  his  part  behaueth  not  himfelfeto- 
wards  vs  as  a king.  There  is  in  the  fame  prophet  a coman- 
demet  of  god  to  his  people  to  defire  the  profperitie  of  Ba- 
bylon, wherin  they  were  held  captiues,&  to  pray  for  it,  bi- 
Icr.29.7.  caufe  in  the  peace  therofthey  fhouldhaue  p^^c^.Behold  how  the 

Ifraelits  were  commanded  to  pray  for  his  profperity,who 
had  fpoikd  the  of  their  goods  & po(re(fions,caried  the  in- 
to exile, & brought  the  into  miferable  bodage.-fo  far  offis 
it,that  they  were  permitted  to  rebel  againft  him.  Although 
i)<!i«/Walready  eleded  king  by  the  wil  of  God,  & anointed 
1 Sam  14  7 vniufily  purfued  of  Saul,  yet  he  faid,  Th^ 

& z6.^, 10.  bord  keep  me  from  doing  that  thing  to  my  mafi  er  the  lords  anointed. 


and  oftheir  obedience,  6i^ 

to  lay  my  baf2d  vpon  him . Tor  who  can  lay  his  hand  on  the  Lordes  Dauid  would 
annointed  and  he  guilt  les?  the  Lord  liueth  ^either  the  Lord Jhal  '^otlay  violent 

fmitehim,  orhis dayjhallcometodte.orhe [halldefcendintobat^  Spafon. 
tel,  andperijh.  The  Lord  k^epeme  fiom  laying  my  hand  vpon  the 
Lords  annointed.  This  word  is  direded  to  vs  all,  & it  ought 
to  teach  vs  not  to  lift  out  the  life  of  our  foueraign  prince, 
but  to  content  our  felues  with  this  knowledge, that  by  the 
wilofGod  heiscftablilhed  &fetinan  eftate,thatisful  of 
an  inuiolable  maieftie.  Morcouer,we  read  in  lofephus,  that 
the  holieft  men  that  euer  were  among  the  Hebrewes,  cal- 
led that  is  to  fay,  true  pradifers  of  the  lawe  of  God,  Thefe  or 

maintained  this,that  foueraigne  princes,whatfoeuer  they  EjfeniyW tre  a fii* 
were,  ought  to  be  inuiolable  to  their  fubiedes,  as  they 
that  were  facred  and  fentofGod.  Neither  is  there  any  Jcwes,thacpre- 
thirig  more  yfuallin  all  the  holy  feriptures  than  the  pro-m^lfea^’’ 
hibition  to  kill  or  to  fecke  the  life  or  honour, not  onely  of 
the  prince,  but  alfo  of  inferiour  magistrates,  although 
(faith  the feripture) they  bewicked.  Anditisfaidin  Exod.22.2S 
duSyThoufhalt  notrailevpon  the  iudges, neither  jfeake  emllof the 
ruler  of  thy  people,  Now,ifhe  that  doth  fo  is  guiltie  oftrea- 
Ibn,  both  again  ft  the  diuine  and  humane  maieftie,  what 
punifhment  is  fufficient  for  him  that  feeketh  after  their 
life  .^  According  to  mens  lawes,  not  onely  that  fubied  is 
guiltie  of  high  treafon  that  hath  killed  his  foueraigne 
prince,  but  he  alfo  that  attempted  it,  thatgauecounfelJ, 
that  confented  to  it,that  thought  it.  Yea,  he  that  was  ne- 
uer  preuented  nor  taken  in  the  maner,in  this  point  of  the 
foueraigne  the  law  accounteth  him  as  condemned  alrea- 
die:  and  iudgeth  him  culpable  of  death  that  thought  once 
in  times  paft  to  haue  feazed  vpon  the  life  of  his  prince, 
notwithftandingany  repentance  that  folowed.  And  truly 
there  was  a gentleman  of  Normandie,  who  confefTed  to  a 
Francifean  frier, that  he  once  minded  to  haue  killed  king  a gentleman 
Francis  but  repented  him  of  that  euill  thought.  iudgedeo  die. 

The  frier  gaue  him  abfolution,  but  yet  afterward  told  the  J’hough'thS^c 
kingthereof,  who  fent  the  gentleman  to  the  parliament 
ofParis  there  to  be  tried,  where  he  was  by  common  con- 
fent  condemned  to  die, and  after  executed.  Amongft  the 
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Of  the  People,  & of their  obedience. 

Macedoniansthere  vasalaw  that  condemned  to  death 
fine  of  their  next  kinsfolks  that  were  conuided  of  con- 
fpiracie  againft  their  prince.  W e fee  then  the  ftraight  ob- 
ligatioiiwherby  we  are  bound  vnto  our  princes  both  by 
diuine  and  humane  right.  Wherfore  if  icfo  fall  out  that 
we  are  cruelly  vexed  by  a prince  voyd  of  liumanitiejor  els 
polled  and  burthened  with  exadions  by  one  that  is  coue- 
tous  or  prodigall : or  defpifed  and  ill  defended  by  a care- 
lefTe  prince,  yea  alffided  for  true  pietie  by  a facniegious 
andvnbeleeuingfoueraigne,  orotherwife  moft  vniuftly 
and  cruelly  intreated,  firft  let  vs  call  to  mind  our  offen- 
ces committed  againft  God,  which  vndoubtedly  he  cor- 

redeth  by  fuch  fcourges . Secondly,let  vs  thinke  thus  with 
our  felues,  that  it  belongeth  not  to  vs  to  remedic  fuch  c- 
uils,  being  permitted  onely  to  callvpon  God  for  helpe, 

• in  whofe  hands  are  the  harts  ofkings,  and  alterations  of 
kingdoms.  It  is  God,who  (as  faith)  fitteth  among 

the  gods,  that  dial  iudge  them  : at  whofe  onely  lookc  all 
thole  kings  and  iudges  ofthe  earth,  ftiall  fall  and  be  con- 
founded, who  haue  not  kilfed  his  fonne  lefus  Ghrift,  but 
haue  decreed  vniuft  lawes,to  opprelfe  the  poore  in  iudge- 

merjt,  andto  fcatter  thelawfullrightofthe  weakc , that 

they  may  praie  vpon  the  widowes,  and  poll  the  orphans. 
Thus  let  all  people  learne,  that  it  is  their  duetie  aboue  all 
things  to  beware  of  contemning  or  violating  the  autho- 
ritie  of  their  fuperiours,  which  ought  to  be  fullof  maie- 
'ftie  vnto  them,  feeing  it  is  confirmed  by  God  with  fo  ma- 
ny fentences  and  teftimonies,yea  although  it  be  m the 
hands  of  moft  vnwoorthy  perfons,  who  by  their  wicked- 
nes  make  it  odious  (as  much  as  in  them  lieth)  and  ^n- 
temptible.  Moreouer,  they  muft  learne  that  they  muft  o- 
■ bey  their  lawes  and  ordinances, and  take  nothingin  hand 
that  is  againft  the  priuiiedges  and  marks  of  foueraigntie. 
Then  ftiall  we  be  moft  happy,  if  we  covifecrate  our  foules 
to  God  only, arid  dedicate  our  bodies, Hues  and  goods, to 
the  ftiuiceofour  prince. 
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Of  a LMomrchie,  ora  %egall power. 
Chap, 


Hen  we  began  yefterday  to 
intreat  of  the  fundry  kinds 
of  eftates  and  gouernments 
that  haue  been  in  force  a- 
mongft  nien^and  of  the  ex- 
cellencie  or  deformitie  of 
them,  we  referued  to  a fur- 
ther confideration  the  mo- 
, , . . narchie  or  kingly  power, 

vnder  which  we  hue  in  France.This  forme  of  regiment  by 
the  common  confent  of  the  woorthieft  philofophers  and 
moft  excellent  men,  hath  been  always  taken  for  the  beft, 
happieft,  and  moft  aflured  common-weal  th  of  all  others.  The  lawcs  of 
as  that  wherein  all  the  lawes  of  nature  euide  vs  : whether 
we  looketothis  little  world,  which  hath  but  one  bodie. 
and  ouer  al  the  members  one  only  head,of  which  the  wil* 
motion  and  fenfe  depend ; or  w’hether  we  take  this  ^^'reat 
world,which  hath  but  one foueraigne  God;  whethe^r  we 
^aftvpoureyestoheauen,  we  (hall  fee  but  one  funne,  or 
iooke  but  vpon  thefe  fociable  creatures  belowe,  we  fee 
that  they  cannot  abide  the  rule  of  many  amongfl:  them . 

But  I leaue  to  you  (my  Companions^  the  difeourfe  of 
this  matter. 


A M A N A.  Among  all  creatures,  both  with  and  with- 
out life, we  al  wais  find  one  that  hath  the  preheminence  a- 
boue  the  reft  of  his  kind.  Among  al  reafonable  creatures  ineuerykindo; 
Man : among  beafts,the  Lion  is  taken  for  chiefe ; among 
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birds, the  Eagle : among  graine,wheate ; among  drinks, 
wine : among  fpices,  baulmc : among  all  mettals,  gold ; 
among  al  the  elements, the  fire.By  which  natural  demon- 
ftrations  we  may  iudge,  that  the  kingly  and  monarchicall 
gouernment  draweth  neereft  to  nature  of  all  others. 
Aram.  The  principalitie  of  one  alone  is  more  con- 

onarchie  formable,  andmorefignificanttoreprefentthediuine& 
mSTfignifi-  ineffable  principalitie  of  God,  who  alone  ruleth  al  things, 

fen"  «hE-  *’’2"  the  power  of  many  ouer  a politicall  body . N otwith- 
nine  tegimenc.  Handing  there  hath  been  many  notable  men  that,  haue 
iudged  a mouarchie,notto  be  the  bell  forme  of  gouern- 
ment that  may  be  among  men.  But  it  is  yourduetiefA- 
c H I T o b)  to  handle  vs  this  matter. 

A c H I T o B . This  controuerfie  hath  always  been  ve- 
ry great  among  thofe  that  haue  intreated  of  the  formes 
of  policies  and  gouernments  of  eftates,  namely,  whether 
it  be  more  agreeable  to  nature,  and  more  profitable  for 
mankind  to  liuevnder  the  rule  of  one  alone,  than  of  ma-  _ 
ny,  neither  fide  wanting  arguments  to  prooue  their  opi- 
' nion.Now although  icbebutavaineoccupationforpri- 

uate  men,who  haue  no  authoritie  to  ordain  publike  mat- 
ters, todifputewbichisthebefteftate  ofpolicie:  and  a 
greater  point  of  rafhneffe  to  determine  therof  limply , fee- 
ing the  chiefeft  thing  confiftcth  in  circumftances,  yet  to 
content  curious  mindes,  and  to  make  them  more  willing 

to  beare  that  yoke  vnto  which  both  diuine  & humane  na- 
ture and  equitie  hath  fubied^ed  them,  I purpofe  here  to 
waigh  their  flrongeft  reafons  that  haue  mifliked  a monar- 
chy, to  the  end  that  by  contrary  concluding  arguments, 
which  maintaine  & defend  it,both  they  and  we  may  be  fo 

. much  the  more  ftirredvp,torangeour  fellies  willingly  vn- 

der  the  happy  & lawful  rule  of  our  king.confidering  the  a- 
greement  & participation  which  it  hath.with  al  the  good 
policies  that  can  be  named,as  alfo  the  happines  & certain 
benefit  that  commeth  to  vs,  as  well  in  refpeft  of  this  our 
priuate  life,as  of  the  comon  profperitie  of  the  w hole  pub- 
like body,vnto  which  we  owe  ourfclues.Firft,we  wil  note 
that  a monarchic,  a kingdome,  or  royall  power ; fignifie 

one 
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one  and  the  fame  thing : namely, one  kind  of  Common-  whacaMo- 
wealth,  wherein  the  abfolute  foueraigntie  confifteth  in  "archkorkinj. 
one  onely  Prince,  who  may  not  be  commanded  by  any, 
but  may  command  all.  If  there  be  two  Princes  of  eqiiall 
power  in  one  eftate,neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  foue- 
raigne.Butamanmay  wellfay , that  both  togither  haue 
the  foueraignty  of  the  Eftate,  which  is  comprehended  vn- 
der  this  word  Oligarchye,  and  isproperly  called  a Duar-  ofaDuarchy, 
chy.which  may  continue  fo  longas  thofc  two  Princes  a- 
grec , otherwife  it  muft  needes  be  that  the  one  will  ouer- 
throw  the  other . Therefore  to  auoid  difcord,  the  Einpe- 
roursdiuidedthe  Eftate  intotwoparts , theone  taking 
himfelfe  for  Emperour  of  the  Eaft,the  other  of  the  Weft:  xhadWfonof 
and  yet  the  edids  and  ordinances  werepublilhed  by  the  th/tmpi'rc?° 
common  confent  of  both  Princes,to  feme  both  their  em- 
pires . But  as  foone  as  they  fell  in  debate , both  the  Em- 
pires were  in  deede  diuided,  both  for  power,  for  lawes, 
and  for  eftate.He  therfore  may  be  called  a Monarch,  that 
of  himfelfe  alone  hath  power  to  prefcribe  lawes  to  all  in 
generall , and  to  euery  one  in  particular . And  vnder  this 

power  are  comprehended  all  the  other  rights  and  marks 

of  foueraigntie,  which  the  Lawyers  call  regall  rights,  and 
handle  them  feuerally , which  neuertheles  we  may  com- 
prehend vnder  eight  foueraigne  marks : namely, to  make  S-M«ksof(o. 
and  to  abrogate  a la  we ; to  proclaime  warre,  or  to  make 
peace  : to  take  knowledge  in  the  laft  appeale  of  the  iudg-' 
ments  of  all  Magiftrates:  to  appoint  or  to  difappoint  the 
greateft  officers  : to  chargeor  to  difchargc  the  fubieds  of 
taxes  and  fubfidies : to  grant tollerations  and  difpenfati- 
ons  againft  the  rigour  of  lawes:  toinhaunce  or  to  pull 
downe  the  title,  value,  and  conftant  rate  of  monie  : to 
caufe  fubieds  and  liege  people  to  fweare,that  they  will  be 
faithfull  without  exception,  to  him  vnto  whome  the  oath 

isdue.  Now,toenterintothatmatter,  whichwepurpo- 
fed  efpeciallyto  handle  : namely,  whether  a Monarchic 

be  more  profitable,than  any  other  forme  ofeftate:  many  Thcirrcafons 

haue  maintained  that  it  is  a dangerous  thing  to  liue  vn- 
der  the  rule  ofone  onely  king  or  prince,  bicaufc  it  is  a ve- 

ry 
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ry  hard  matter  to  find  one  perfed  in  all  points,  asciiery 
King  or  Prince  muft  of  necelTity  be,if  he  will  deferue  that 
name  : according  to  that  which  Monarch  of  the 
Perfians  fayd  : That  H helo>iged  to  none  to  command,  if  he  were 
not  better  than  all  thofe  oner  whome  he  commanded,  Moreo- 
uer,  although  it  were  poiTible  to  finde  one  of  that  per- 
fedion  which  is  required,  yet  were  it  a thing  alwaies  to 
be  greatly  feared , that  by  reafon  of  humane  frailtie , and 
of  the  great  licence  that  kings  haue  to  execute  their  wils, 
he  would  change  both  condition  and  nature,  and  of  a 
King  become  a Tyrant , of  which  there  are  infinite  exam- 
ples fet  downe  in  hiftories . Yea  it  iscertaine , and  gran- 
ted by  the  greatefi  part  of  them  that  haue  written  of  ftatc 
matters , that  euery  kind  of  Common-wealth  that  is  e- 
flabliQied  limply , andalonebyitfelfe,  quickly  degene- 
rateth  into  the  next  vice,  if  it  be  not  moderated  and  held 
backc  by  the  reft ; Asakingdome  isfoone  changed  into 
a tyrannic , an  Ariftocraty  into  an  Oligarchy , and  fo  of 
the  other  . But  this  danger  is  greater  in  a Monarchy, (as 
they  fay  that  miftike  it ) than  vnder  the  rule  of  many , bi- 
caufe  it  is  vnlikely,  that  all  of  them  fliould  be  wicked,  and 
if  any  one  be  fo , the  good  men  may  bridle  him  . And  fo 
they  conclude  ,that  it  is  not  fo  dangerous  a matter  to  liue 
vnder  the  gouernment  of  many,  as  of  one,  who  may 
more  eafily  corrupt  his  nature,  being  a Monarch  , than 
many  can  doe  that  arc  elededin  an  Ariftocraty,  as  the 
AreopagiticallLordes  in  Athens , the  Ephoryes  in  Lace- 
demonia,  and  the  Senate  in  Rome  ..  After  the  death  of 
Cambjfes , Monarch  of  the  Perfians,when  the  chiefe  Lords 
of  the  kingdome  had  flaine  that  cJ^T^/^/^jwho  vnder  the 
name  of  Smerdls  had  vfurped  the  rule  of  the  Eftate , they 
deliberated  of  the  affaires  , andheldea  generall  Coun- 
cell , wherein  ( as  Herodotus  writeth)  many  very  woorthie 
and  memorable  fpeeches  were  vttered.  Otanesmoou^di 
this,  that  the  affaires  might  be  gouerned  in  common  by 
the  Perfians , fpeaking  vnto  them  in  this  manner . I am 
not  of  opinion,that  one  of  vs  from  hence  forward  fliould 
be  foie  Monarch  oner  aU,bicaufe  it  is  neither  pleafant  nor 

good 
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goodtohaueitfi) . For  yejcnow  to  whatinfblencie  Cam- 
l)fes  was  growne , ye  haue  alfo  throughly  feene  the  bold- 
nesof  the  CMagtu:  and  ye  may  thinkewith  your  fellies 

how  perilous  a thing  it  is  to  haue  a Monarchy, which  may 
do  whatit  lift , not  being  fubied  to  correftion . The  beft 
man  in  the  world  placed  in  this  eftate,  will  Ibone  be  cari- 
ed  away  with  his  woonted  thoughts . Infolencie  poflef- 
fethhim,  bicaufe  of  prefentprofperitie,  and  hatred  is 
foone  bred  in  fuch  a man  . Now  hauing  thefe  two  vices, 
heaboundetliinalliniquicie.  andcommitteth  great  in- 
iuftice,one  while  through  infolency,  another  while  of  ha- 
tred. Although  a Tyrant,  hauing  abundance  of  all  good  rheeffcasofa 
things,(liould  be  farre  froin  enuy.yet  the  contrary  falleth 
out  in  him  towardshis  fubiefts.  For  he  hateth  good  men 
that  liue  and  profperwell,  hcdelighteth  in  the  wicked, 
and  gladly  heareth  euill  reports  of  other  men  .And  which 
becommeth  him  very  il,ifyou  admireand  praife  him  mo- 
derately,he  isangry  thatyou  doit  not  excelTiuely : &yec 
ifyou  doe  ro,he  will  miflike  it , thinking  thatyou  flatter 
him.Befides,which  is  woorftofall,he  changeth  thelawes 
and  cuftoms  of  the  countrie/orceth  women,killeth  "ood 
men.not  taking  knowledge  of  their  caufe . Thus  did  this 
Perfian  Lord  conclude,that  a Monarchy  was  to  be  left,  & 
apemocratyto  bechofen.  Megahj fes, one oi  hiscompa-  Megat>yf«ora. 
nions,liked well theaboliflungof  a Monarchy,  but  per- 
fwadedthe  01igarchicalgouernmer,faying,that  nothing 
was  more  ignorant,  or  moreinfolent,  than  an  vnprofita- 
ble  multitude.Therefore  it  was  in  no  wife  tollerable,  that 
efehewing  the  infolencie  of  a Tyrant,  they  fliould  fall  into 
the  handes  of  an  vnbrideled  and  difordered  people . Ma- 
ny others  haue  noted  great  dangers  and  difeommodities  thedangmof 
in  a Monarchy,erpecialIy  in  the  change  of  tho  Monarch, 
whether  it  be  from  ill  to  good , or  from  good  to  better! 

For  we  commonly  fee  at  the  changing  of  Princes,new  de- 
uices,newe  lawes,newe  officers,newc  friends,  newe  forme 
of  liuing : bicaufe  Princes  ordinarilye  take  delight  in 
changing , and  in  remoouingalmoft  all  things,  that  men 
might  Ipeake  of  them  : wiiich  manye  tymes  bringeth 

great 
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great  difcommoditics  to  their  fubieds . But  if  this  were 
not  fojand  the  Prince  as  wife  as  hart  could  wifli,yet  the  al- 
liances and  leagues  made  by  a mans  prcdeceflbr^end  with 
him ; which  is  the  caufe  that  the  alliances  ending , the 
neighbours  betake  them  toarmes,  and  the  ftrongeft  af- 
faul teth  the  wcakeft , or  elfe  preferibeth  him  lawes . For 
many  maintaine , that  the  fucceffours  of  Princes  are  not 
bound  to  the  treaties  and  obligations  of  theirpredecef- 
fors,ifthey  be  not  their  heires;  Another  inconuenience 
to  be  fearedin  a Monarchic,  is  the  danger  of  fallinginto 
ciuillwarre,  through  the  diuifionof  thofe  that  afpirc  to 
the  crow  ne,  and  namely,  if  there  be  right  of  eledion, 
which  oftentimes  draweth  after  it  the  ruine  of  the  eftate. 
But  put  the  cafe  there  werenoftrife  for  the  Monarchie, 
yet  if  the  Monarch  be  a childe , there  will  be  diuifion  for 
the  gouernment  of  him , bet'weene  the  moother  and  the  * 
Princes,  or  betwixt  the  Princes  themfelues . Alfowhen 
God  purpofeth  to  be  reuenged  vpon  nations , he  threat- 
neth  to  giue  them  children  for  Princes.  And  although  the 
child  hath  a Tutor,  by  the  appointment  of  the  predecef- 
for,or  by  cuRome,yet  is  there  danger  of  making  himfelfe 
foueraigne  Lord, of  which  thing  hiftories  fet  downe  many 
examples  before  our  eies  . Ifayoong  Prince  freed  from 
Tutors,come  to  the  crowne,his  gouernment  is  no  leffe  to 
be  feared.  For  being  then  fet  at  libertie  when  his  lufts  are 
moft  violent , you  (hall  fee  nothing  in  his  Court  but  foo- 
leries,maskings,and  loofe  behauiour  . If  he  be  warly,  he 
will  hazard  his  rubieds,his  eftate,and  his  perron,to  make 
triall  of  his  valure.  Briefly,  a craftie  and  wicked  Monarch 
will  eftablifli  a tyrannie  : a cruell  man  will  make  a flaugh- 
ter-houfeofthe  Common-wealth:  a whore-maifterwill 
make  it  a ftewes  : acouetous  wretch  will  pull  otf  both 
haire  and  skin  from  his  fubieds  ; a prodigall  Prince  will 
fucke  the  blood  and  marrow,  to  glut  a dozen  of  horfe- 
leaches  about  his  perfoii  ; afoolifliand  ignorant  Prince 
willdowoorfe,  falling  eafily  into  the  moft  of  thefe  vices, 
for  w'ant  of  iudgement  to  knowe  and  to  make  choice  of 
counrell,iiece(rary  for  the  gouernment  of  his  cftate.Thefe 

are 
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arethechiefereafonsof  them  thatmiflikea  Monarchic 
Nou^  we  will  alleadge  the  other  reafonsinthe  defence  of 
it,  and  begin  with  T)(iTiHs\i\s  declaration  vpon  the  (pee- ^*”^^®*’^f*®** 
chesofhis  companions,  rehearfed  by  vs  in  the  generall^®'*^''"'''"^^- 
Councell  of  the  Perfians ; bicaufe  it  is  well  woorthy  to  be 
remembred,  according  vnto  which  the  Monarchic  was 
concluded  of  in  the  Councell . In  my  iudgenient  (laid  he 
to  thealTemblie)  Megabyfes  faid  well  concerning  the  mul- 
titude,but  ill  in  that  which  belongeth  to  an  Oligarchy, 

For  although  there  be  three  kinds  of  Policies,  aDemo- 
craty,an  Oligarchy,  and  a Monarchy, and  all  good,  yet  I 
lay  this  laft  is  farre  better  than  the  other,  bicaufe  there  is 
nothing  fo  good  as  the  gouernment  of  one  vertuous 
man  alone, who  iudging  thereafter,  gouerneth  his  people 
’ I willnotfpeakeof  thecoiincels 
Ml  sgainfthis  eniiniesand 

nl-willep.  Butin  an  Oligarchy,  where  many  bufie  them  AgainftanOK- 
lelues  with  publikc  affaires,great  enmities  arife  betweene 
them, from  whence  proceedefeditions,  and  fromfediti- 
ons  murders , and  by  murders  fome  one  attaineth  to  a 
Monarchye.  Whereby  you  may  eafily  knowe  how  much 
better  a Monarchy  is.  As  touching  the  people,it  is  impof- 
fible  but  that  where  they  rule,  there  (liould  be  much  wic- 
kednes , which.increafing  in  theeuill  gouernours  of  the 
Common-wealth , breedeth  not  hatred  berweene  them  < 
but  great  friendihip . For  they  that  are  euillaffeded  to- 
wards  the  Common-wealth,  hide  one  anothers  counfelL 
vn till  fome  one  man  being  fet  ouer  the  people,caufe  them 
to  glue  ouer. Then  is  that  man  admired,  and  therewithal! 
madeaMonarch:  whereby  alfo  it  is  euident,  that  a Mo- 
narchy  IS  beft . Wherefore  my  aduice  is , that,  feeing  we 
haue  beene  fet  at  libertie  by  one  onely  man , wefhould 
mamtainethatEllate.-otherwife  we  ihall  difanull  the 
lawesof  oiircountrie,  that  are  already  well  eftabliihed 
wmch  will  not  turne  to  the  beft  for  vs . Dionyfms  Hdicar- 
fyfeH,  in  his  antiquities  of  Rome,  affirmeth  that  the  like 
l^pecch  was  vfed  before  Romulm . when  he  firft  eftabliihed 
e gouernment  in  Rome ; where  Amulm  concluded  for 

th^ 
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AMonaichv  the  Monarchy  , -^s  did  among  the  Perfians . The 

^hlcoS"  fame  queftion  was  deliberated  of  by^«?«7?/«  amongft  his 
of  thcPerfians,  fj-jends bicaufc  he  defired  nothing  more  than  to  hue  in 
:fArJl!«:“'’‘^'reft,and  to  giue  oner  the  Eftate : but  it  was  then  conclu- 
^ dedjthara'Monarchy  vvasbeftforthe  Common-u'ealtn, 

and  the  euent  prooued  the  fame. For  before  the  Rornans 
could  riot  liue  ten  yeeres  without  ciuill  wan  e or  fedition: 

whereas -<^/^^^^^'p^c*reruedthem;almofl  jo.yeeresin 

fe(5t  peace, which  continued  alfo  long  time  after  his  death. 
Demofihenes  in  his  firft  Qlynthiacke  oration,  Hieweth  the 
Athenians  what  aduantage  a Monarch  hath  in  the  delibe- 
ration and  execution  of  great  enterprifesXpeaking  in  this 
manner  ; It  is  greatly  auaileable  for  thefpeedieandcomr 
m'odious  execution  of  warlikeexploits,  when  one  man  a- 
lonc  hath  the  ouer-fight  of  all  cnterprires,both  fecret  and 
6pen,&  withall  is  Captainc,Lord,&  Treafurer,  & alwaies 
Thccommoa;^  prefcut  at  the  affaires . .Eut  who  can  deny,that  insmot  a 
ties  of  a Monar.  better  for  great  and  mighty  nations  to  be  gen 

Serned  MonarchLcally,to  the  end  that  they  may  maintain 
themfelues  in  vnity  at  h6mej&  abroad  in  reputation?  El- 
pecially  thofe  nations'wherethere'are  Princes ,-  Dukes, 
Marque{fes,Earles,Barons,&  other  gentlemen,  whopofr 
feffe  in  the  higheft,loweft,&  midlc  fort  of  iuftice^Villages, 
Boroughs  Jow.nes,Caftles,with  vaffals  holding  and  rely- 
ing of  them  by  fealtie  and  homage : as.namely 
- Spaine, and  other  countries,  wheriii  the  Monarch  by  ab. 

folute  power,and  force  when  need  isjholdeth  in  the  grea- 
ter fort  with,  the  le{re,ftaying  the  infolencie  of  the  one , & 
releeuing  others  from  oppreffion.  Otherwile,ifthey  were 
diuided  into  many  headsj’difagreeing  among  themfelues, 
and  acknowledging  no  foueraigne  Lord , who  doubteth 
but  that  they  would  be  continually  troubled  with  ciuill 
warreSjfct  vpon  by  ftrangers,and  fpoiled  ofall  ^ 

prooueth  this  fufEciently  vnto  v^, which  commanded  the 
greateft  part  of  the  woTld,when  itwas.vnited  in  one : but 
being  now  diuided  into  manyPotentats  and  Seignones, 
after  vnfpeakeable  calamities  of  ciuill  wars,  which  it  hath 
fuftered  a long  time,  it  is  yet  witliout  doubt  expofed  tor  a 
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praic  to  all  the  neighboursjif  they  were  not  ftaicd  with  o-  Italy  a praie  to 
ther  warres.If  we  confider  the  antiquitie  of  the  royal  go- 
uernment,&  how  it  hath  been  pradifed  of  all  nations  al-  ’ ^ 

moft, either  wholy,or  in  part,  to  their  great  honor  & feli- 
citie,  we  fliall  be  conftrained  to  prefer  it  before  all  others, 

& to  account  all  thofe  happy  thatliue  vndera  Monarchy! 
tyi I men  liued in  old  time  (faith  zArifiotle)  vnder  Kme sfo  they  Of »ntiqui. 
thought  that  the  gods  had  a king,  ^llnations  (-faith  Cicero)  obey-  1'“^/ 
edkings  m old  time, which  kmd  of  rule  was  at  the  firfl  befiowedvp- 
onmofiiuflmen.knA  it  hath  greatly  profited  our  common- 

wealth,that  from  the  beginning  therofit  hath  been  ruled 

by  a kingly  goucrnnient,  i he  firfl  name  of  Empire  and  rule^ 
knownemthe  earth  ('faith  Salufl)  the  rojallEsiate  :hta  then 
men  lined  without  couetoujhes , euery  one  being  content  with  his 
own. From  the  beginning  ('as  r -ogitn  Pompeifu  writeth)  of  coun- 
tries and  nations,  the  gouernment  was  in  the  hands  of  kina s,  who 
were  not  lift  vp  to  that  high  degree  ofmaiefliebj  popular  ambiti- 
on,bm  for  their  modeflie,  which  was  knowne  & approoued  of  aood 

^^;?.Then  the  people  were  not  kept  icr  awe  by  any  lawes 

but  the  pleafiire  & will  of  Princes  Rood  for  all  lawes  .They 

were  more  giuen  to  keepe  the  frontiers  of  their  Empire, 

than  to  inlarge  them  . Kingdomes  were  bounded  by  his 

countrie that raigned  therein  . Ninuskm^o^  theAflyri-  Ninuswasthe 

ans^whome  the  Scripture  calleth  A^/;^r^^^//that  is  arebell) 

and  a mightie  hunter,  was  the  firft  that  changed  the  anci-  Ss  Ugal. ' 

entcuitome  of  tlielnatigns,  through  greedie  defire  of  ru- 

hng,  and  that  begauneto  warre  vpon  his  neighbours. 

For  hnding  tjiat  the  people  knew  not  as  yet  how  to  refift 
he  fubdued  them  a), from  his  kingdome  to  the  end  ofLy- 
bia.Almoftall  the  ancient  nations  of  greatefi  renowneli- 
ued  vnder  the  royall  gouernment,as  the  Scythians,  Ethi- 
opians,  Indians, Aflytians,  Medes,  EgyptianSj:Badrians  ^^fchicaiiy. 
Armenians y Macedonians, lewes,  and  Romanes,  after 
they  were  wearje  of  other  gouernements  . Thofe  alfo 
that  are  mode  famous  at  thisdaie,  line  after  the  fame 
iort,asthe  Frenchmen, Spaniards, Englilhmen,  Polo- 
nians , Danes,  Mofcouites , Tartares,Turkes,  Abiilines, 

Moores,  Agiamefques , Zagathians^  Cathains . Yea  the 

fauage 
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faiiage  people  newly  difeouered , are  in  a manner  allvn- 
der  kings  .And  they  that  line  in  other  kinds  of  Common- 
wealths,as  the  Venetians, do  retaine  an  outward  fhewe  of 
TheDukedome  a king,  whomc  they  call  a Duke , who  is  elediue,  and  to 
ofveniccisc-  continue  his  eftate  as  long  as  he  liueth  . In  other  places 

^ they  haueGonfalonners,asatLucques-,  thelikew^hereof 

they  were  woont  to  haue  at  Florence , and  at  Sienna.  In 
fome  places  they  haue  Aduoyers,or  Bourg-maifters,  as  in 
the  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  and  in  the  free  townes  of 
Germany ,which  acknowledge  an  Emperour . Vpon  w'hich 
namewe  willnoteby  the  way,  that  itimporteth  no  more 
porteth.  than  thenameof  a king,  although  amongft  the  Lawyers 

and  others,  there  haue  beene  infinite  queftions  as  tou- 
ching the  authoritie  and  preheminence  of  both  : namely, 
that  the  Emperourshaue  vfurped  ouer  other  kings  vntill 
this  prefent,  albeit  the  power  and  rnaieftie  of  the  Empire 
is  greatly  diminifhed,  fo  that  nothing  elfe  remaineth  in  a 
manner  but  the  name  and  (hadow  of  it  within  Germany. 
vponwhKoc  As  for  this  title  of  Emperor,  which  the  Romane  Monarks 
cafion  the  name  tooke  to  them{elues,&  before  vfed  to  call  their  Generals 
Sduen  in  warre  by  that  name , it  was  vpon  this  occfion  taken 
to  a Monarch,  yp.  After  they  had  depriued  'Tarcjumeoi  the  kingdome  ot 
Rome, by  reafon  of  his  pride  and  infolencie,this  name  of 
king  became  fo  odious  amongft  the  Romanes,that  it  was 
forbidden  to  be  vfed,by  an  edidand  folemn  oath.Wher- 
vpon  when  their  popular  Eftate  was  changed  into  a Mo- 
narchie , they  would  not  call  their  Monarch  by  the  name 
of  King, by  reafon  of  their  ancient  oath  , but  called  him 
Emperour,as  writeth  . But  to  continue  the  dif- 

courfeof  our  principall  matter,  and  to  anfwer  briefly  to' 
Thereafonsai-  reafons  alleadged  againft  a Monarchye,  we  haue  firlt 
a to  note, that  the  moft  part  of  the  dangers  mentioned  do 

anfwered.i  ceafe,where  the  Monarchy  goeth  by  fucceiiion,as  it  dotn 
in  ours. For  there  is  no  caufe  of  teare  in  regard  of  any  that 
might  afpire  to  the  Crowne,  or  of  the  treaties  and  allian- 
ces,which  are  not  broken  by  the  Prince  his  death,  but  re- 
nued  and  confirmed  by  his  fucceflbr  and  heire,  vnles  be- 
fore they  w’’ere  greatly  preiudiciall  to  the  Eftate.  That  new 
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Princesfeeke  after  houelties,  it  may  be  faid  of  fome : but 
itis  much  more  vfuallin  Ariftocraticall  and  Popular  E- 
ftates.ForMagiftrates  that  are  renuedfo  often,  would  be 
very  forowfull  that  theiryeere  Ihould  run  out  before  they 
had  done  fome  thing  thatmightcaufe  men  to  ipeake  ei- 
ther good  or  euill  of  them.  As  for  the  troubles  about  the 
gouernment  of  ayoong  king,  peraduentureit  falleth  not 
outonce  in  a hundreth  yeeres ; whereas  ifa  Gonfalonner 
of  Genes  be  chofen  but  onely  for  two  yeeres,&  the  Com- 
mon-wealth will  be  all  on  fire . Toput  into  the  ballance 
the  cruelties  and  robberies  ofa  tyrant,  whereby  to  coun- 
terpeaze  many  good  Princes, there  is  no  Anew  of  reafon  in 
fo  dooing.For  weknow  well  enough,  that  a peaceable  A- 
riftocratie  wifely  guided,  if  it  may  be  fo,  is  better  than  a 
cruell  tyrannic . But  the  chiefe  matter  fubied  of  ourdif- 
5ourfe,istoknowewhctheritbe  notbetterto  haueone  onc;uftP„„ce 
lull  and  perfedking'  than  many  good  Lords  : and  by  the 
contraiy  argument, whether  the  tyrannie  of  jo.  tyrants  is  "nlS.nyTy'*.'' 
not  more  perillous,than  of  one  only  tyrant.Now,if  many 

Maifters,Pilots,howwifefoeuertheyare,hinderoneano- ' 

ther,  when  euery  one  defireth  'to  hc^d  the  Rudder : then 
furely  many  Lords  wil  do  thelike,when  they  feekealtogi- 
ther  to  gouerne  the  Common-wealth,3lbeit  they  are  wife 
andvertuous,  AndtrulynoAriftocraticalor  Popular  E- Monarchies 
itate  can  be  named,that  hath  lafted  aboue  doo.yeeres  to-  lo 

gither,and  few  haue  endured  lb  long:  but  many  Monar-  ' 
dhieshaue  continued  l ooo.and  1200.  yeeres  in  the  fame 
eftate.  Moreouer.they  are  agreeable  to  the  vpright  lawes 
bf  nature,which  (as  we  haue  before  difcourfed ;do  al  lead 

vs  to  a Monarchy.But  there  is  more  to  be  confidered  ofin 

our  French  kingdome, which  ought  to  mooue  all  French 
harts  very  ranch  ro  defire  the  preferuation  therof,  and  to 

thinkethemfelues  happy , thatthey  may  liuevnderif:  I 

mean.e  that  which  we  touched  in  the  beginning  of  our 

fpeech  ; namely,  the  agreement  & participation,  which  it 

hath  with  all  good  policies . Many  Politicks  haue  giuen  The  opinion  of 

this  out,that  no  Common-wealth  inftituted  to  continue 

tong, ought  to  be  fimple  or  of  one  only  kind:  but  that  the  eitate'of j'com. 

St  j vertues"™"'”'''^ 
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vertues  & properties  of  the  other  Eftatesinuftmeeteto-  , 
cither  in  it,  to  the  end  that  nothing  grow  out  of  propor- 
uon, which  might  caufe  it  to  degenerate  to  the  next  eiiill, 
andfo  confequently  ouerthrow  ic.Tbis  was  firftoDlerued 
by  LycuriJtu,  whoin  ordaining  the  Lacedemonian  Com- 
mon-wealth,mingled  the  Senate  with  the  Kings  ,&  after 
the  Ephories  were  ellablifliedaboue  the  Kings, iniomuch 
that  they  were  mingled  and  weighed  fo  equally  togitner, 
that  a man  could  not  wel  difeerne  vnder  what  kind  or  go- 
uernment  it  was  ereded.The  Carthaginian  cqmonvvealch 
alfo^moft  floriihing  for  a long  time, was  fo  inftituted  in  the 
beginning  thercof.lt  had  kings,the  Ariftocratical power 
of  Senators, & the  common  peoplc,who  had  their  prehe- 
^ minence  in  things  bdongingvnto  them . The  Romane 
’ Common-wealth,  during  the  timeoF  hir  greateft  glorie, 
had  thefe  j. parts  fo  equaUy  & proportionably  tempered, 
that  a man  could  not  tell,  whether  it  were  altogirher  An- 
flocratical,or  Democraticahor  Monarchical!. In  looking 
to  the  power  of  theConfiils,  a man  would  haueiudged  it 
Monarchical  & Roial : to  the  Senators,  Ariftocratical : to 
the  Tribunes  & common  fort,Democratical.l  he  Veneti- 
ans in  their  Comon  wealth  reprefental  thefe  eftates.Their 
great  Councel  hauingfoueraign  power,  wherof  the  Senat 
& the  authority  of  al  their  Magiftratsdependeth,doth  re- 
prefent  the  Popular  eftate.The  Duke,  who  is  Prefident  as 
long  as  he  liueth,reprefenteth  the  roial  power, bicaule  he 
efpecially  retaineth  the  graiiity  & dignity  there f.  And  the 
Colledge  often  men, with  the  Colledge  ofancients,com- 
monly  called  Sages, reprefenteth  the  Ariftocraty,as  Cor.ta- 
rr«/^writeth.  As  for  our  French  Monarchy,  it  may  wel  be 
faidalfoto  be  partaker  of  all  3.inregardof  thegouern- 
ment  therof,  albeit  in  truth  the  eftate  therofis  a ^ 

pure  Monarchv.For  the  kingis  the  Monarch,  beloued,o- 
beied,  & reuercnced  ; who  although  he  haue  all  power  & 
foueraigne  authority  to  c6mand,&  to  do  what  he  will,yet 
this  great  & foueraigne  liberty  feemeth  in  fome  t^ 
ruled  & limited  by  good  lawes  & ordinances  : and  by  the 
multitude  & great  authority  of  Officers^  & CounfcLors, 
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who  are  afwell  nccre  hisperfon,  as  in  fundty  places  of  his 
kingdom.The  i a.Pceres.the  fccret  & priuy  councels,  the 
Parliament  & great  Councel, the  Chambers  of  accounts. 
theTreaforers,  & Generals  of  charges  refembleinfome 
fort  the  Ariftocraty . The  States  yeerely  helde  in  the  Pro- 

uinces,theMairaltiesoftownes,Shreeualties,Confulfhips 
Capitolats,&  Church-wardens,  are  as  it  were  the  forme 
of  a Democraty.as  Siefeldecizteth.  more  at  large . Moreo- 
ucr  the  general  Eftates  of  the  Rcalme.which  are  woont  to 
be  gathered  togither  to  deliberate  (the  king  being  Prefi- 
dent)  ofall  matters  concerning  the  Eftate , doe  they  not 
fufficiently  teftifie  the  happie  order  therof,drawin  g neere 
to  the  gouernmentof  a good  Oeconomift.when  the  king 
(as  faith)  commandeth  inhiskingdome,  as  a 

good  father  of  a familie  ruleth  ouerhis  children,  with 
loue,and  according  to  right  andiuftice?  Wherefore  al- 
though all  the  authoritie  of  Officers,  Counfellors,  Parlia- 
ments, and  Eftates , dependeth  (as  riuers  of  a fountaine) 
of  the  onely  power  of  their  king  and  Prince,  yet  of  his  fa- 
therly and  royallgoodnes  hegranteth  them  fuch  autho- 
ritie,that  hardly  could  he  do  any  thing  that  were  very  vi- 
olent,or  too  preiudiciall  to  his  fubieds.  And  if  fomc  fuch 
aftions  may  be  noted,they  comerather  through  the  fault 
of  his  CounfelIors,than  from  his  Maiefty.Thus  let  vs  con-  ■ 
elude  with  Plato,t\iM  the  royall  gouermnent  and  authori- 
ty ought  to  be  preferred  before  all  others  policies, as  that 
which  draweth  neereft  to  the  diuinitie.Butit  rnuft  haue  a 
Senate  of  good  men  ioined  vnto  it , after  the  forme  of  an 
Ariftocratie,  as  cur  kings  haue  alwaies  vfed  to  haiie,of 
their  natural  benignitie,  which  maketh  them  inclinable 
to  all  exercifes  ofvcrtue,pietie,and  iuftice. 


Of  diners  kinds  of  <^Monarchies,arid  of  a Tjran- 
ny.  Chap.  5 8. 


A c H 1- 
T 0 B. 


THevarietie  ofmanners.and  inclinations  to  Why  men  art 
diuers  things,  which  is  (we  fee)  particular- 
ly  in  cuery  one  from  his  birth,  and  general-  fomiesofgo- 
Sf  ij  ]y 
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ly  throughout  all  nations  of  the  wofld,difpofeth  xvithout 
doubt  the  people  as  they  growe'in  age  and  iudgement, 
and  according  to  their  bringing  vp,  to  like  one  kind  of 
gouernment  rather  than  another  . But  Frenchmen  hauc 
The  praife  of  thcfc  laft  times , caried  away  the  p raife  of  a more 

donSid'r  naturall  and  conftant  difpofitiondoue,obedience,and  fi< 
loue  coa  Mo,  delitic  towards  the  maieftie  of  a king, than  other  nations 
euer  (hewed  to  their  forme  of  eftate  and  gouernment.For 
amongft  them  all,  there  is  not  one  nation  to  be  found, 
that  hath  fo  conftantly  continued  in  their  lawes  and  an- 
cient cuftomes  without  any  alteration  and  change , as 
this  fiourifliing  Monarchie,'Which  hath  alfo  gone  beyond 
them  all  in  goodnes  and  mildncs.of  gouernment , as  we 
may  fee  better  fmy  Companions)  if  we  compare  with  it 
thofe  fundry  forts  of  Mon  archies,  which  haue  been  here- 
tofore ^ and  doe  at  this  day  flouriili,of  which  many  come 
as  neere  to  a tyrannic, as  ours  is  ferre  diftant  from  it.  And 
to  make  a tyrannic  appeere  more  odious , we  will  confi- 
der  the  pernitious  and  miferable  eftate  thereof. 

The  difference  A s E R.  As  it  properly  belongeth  toa  royall  eftate  to 
betvveene^he  goucnie  and  to  rulc  fubicds,  not  according  to  the  fenfu- 
^dofatyr"a^c.  ^11  appetite,and  difordered  will  of  the  Prince,  but  by  ma- 
turitie  of  counfeIl,and  by  obferuation  of  lawes  and  of  iu- 
ftice : fo  it  agreeth  with  a tyrant  to  raigne  by  his  abfolute 
will, without  all  regard  either  of  lawes,  or  of  the  precepts 
ofiuftice. 

A M A N A.  A tyrant  (faith  Seneca ) differeth  from  a 
king  in  effed,not  in  name. The  one  feeketh  his  owne  pro- 
fire  onely,  and  the  other,  the  profite  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Now  let  vs  heare  A r a M,who  will  teach  vs  to  dif- 
cerne  them  well  by  their  works . 

Aram.  Amongft  all  the  Monarchies  that  euer  were, 
or  are  at  this  daye  among  men,  moft  of  the  ancient  aii- 
riuekindsof  thors  and  great  Politicks  hauc  noted  out  fine  fundrie 
Monarchies,  ^ ^hich  I purpofc  Jicerc  to  difcoLirfe  particular- 

ly with  briefe  examples  , that  the  excellencie  of  Ours 
may  the  better  appeere  ouer  others  , efpccially  ouer 
thofe  that  decline  much  vnto  tyrannye , whofc  ftiame 

and 
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and  infamie  I will  heere  difplay . The  firft  and  mof!  and-  How  the  firft 
ent  kind  of  Monarchy  was  that,  which  was  voluntarily 
offered  by  the  people  for  fortie  heroicall  vertue  appeering 
in  thofe  men  whom  they  iudged  worthie  to  gouernc  them 
iuftly  and  vprightly.And  when  they  continued  in  this  fort 
to  declare  themfelues  benefactors  of  the  multitude, in  ga- 
thering them  togither , in  giuing  vnto  them  territories, 
andindiftributing  lands  among  them  , in  finding  out  of 
arts,  in  making  of  warre,  and  in  theadminiftration  of  iu- 
ftice  vnto  them , their  authoritie  and  power  did  lawfully 
defeend  to  their  fucceffors , who  had  foueraigne  power 
in  time  of  warre , and  were  chiefe  in  certain  folemn  cere- 
monies  of  their  facrifices , Herodotm , ^emoUhenesy  ^Ari- 
Botk:,  Cicero,  and  many  others,  make  mention  of  this 
kindof  Monarchy  . After  the  floud , w^hen  the  number 
of  men  incrcafed , Noah  perfwaded  his  children  , and  o- 
thers  df  his  pofteritie,  to  difperfe  themfelues  in  diuers 
countries,  to  till  the  ground , and  to  build  townes,and  to 
this  ende  he  affignedto  eueryone  his  Prouince  by  lot. 

Nimrod  the  fonneof  CWy2>,whofe  grandfather  was,  a-  Gen.io.8. 

bode  with  his  men  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  was 
their  firft  king,  and  the  firft  king  of  Babylon  . He  was 
the  firft  that  beganne  to  extend  his  bounds  by  force  vp- 
on  his  neighbours,  fending  whole  companies  of  people  marred  vponhfs 
into  many  and  diuers  countries,  to  laye  the  foundations 
of  other  kingdomes  , as  hiftories  doe  giue  vs  certaine 
knowledge  thereof.  This  is  thecaufe  why  many  eftablifh 
the  firft  Monarchy  in  Aflfyria  vnder  him . We  read  alfo  in 
good  authors  , that  the  firft  and  ancient  kings  of  Egypt 
kept  themfelues  a long  time  in  this  heroical  vertue,  which  onhe  happic 
had  procured  vnto  them  their  dignitie.  They  lined  not  of  the 

diforderedly , as  thofe  doe , who  bicaufe  of  their  domini-  ofEg7p^‘"^' 
on  ,iudge  their  owne.will  tobea  iuft  law'eforthem  jbut 
they  followed  the  conftitutions  of  lawes,  afwcll  in  the 
gatheringof  their  duties  and  tributes,  as  in  their  man- 
ner of  life . They  vfed  the  feruice  of  Noble  mens  and  of  ^rufeeonet^f 
Princes  children  onely,  who  were  of  the  age  of  twende  nXc meni"  ^ > 
yceres,  and  were  inftruaedin  allfciences  . Thereafon 
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w'hereof  was , that  the  king  being  pricked  forward  with 
the  fight  of  the  that  were  abouthim,  might  beware  how 
he  committed  any  thing  woorthieof  reproch . And  tru- 
ly there  is  nothing  that  corrupteth  Princes  fo  much  as  vi- 
tious  feruants , whofeeke  to  pleafe  their  fenfuall  defires 
and  afFedions . When  the  king  arofe  in  the  morning^he 
was  bound  firfi:  to  take  and  receiue  all  thelettep  and  re- 
quells  that  were  brought  vnto  him, that  anfwering  necef- 
farie  matters  firft , all  his  affaires  might  be  guided  by  or- 
derandreafon  . Then  he  went  to  the  Temple  toofferfa- 
crifice  to  the  gods,  where  the  Prelate  and  chiefe  Priell,af- 
. ter  the  facrifice  and  praiers  were  ended , rehearfed  with  a 
loud  voice  in  the  prefence  of  the  people , what  vertues 
pfaife  their  wetc  in  the  king , whatreuerence  and  religion  towardcs 
TemplcbeVore  the  gods  was  ill  lum,  and  what  clemencie  and  humanitie 
thepcopie.  towards  men  . Moreouer,  he  told  that  he  was  continent, 
iuft , noble-minded , true , liberall , one  that  brideled  his 
defires , and  piiniihed  malefadors  with  a more  mild  and 
light  punifliment  than  the  greatnes  of  their  finnc  and  of- 
fence required , rewarding  alfo  his  fubie<5ls  with  graces  & 
gifts  that  were  greater  than  their  deferts . This  done , he 
exhorted  the  king  to  a happie  life  agreeable  to  the  gods, 
and  likewife  to  good  manners , by  following  after  honor 
and  vertue , and  therewithal!  propounded  vnto  him  cer- 
taine  examples  of  the  excellent  decdes  of  ancient  kings, 

, thereby  to  prouoke  him  the  rather  therunto.Thefe  kings 
IndcSngs  of  liued  with  fimple  meates,  as  with  veale  & birds  for  all  di- 
flies : they  kept  very  exactly  all  the  lawes  and  ordinances 
of  their  countrie  in-euery  point  of  their  life,  which  was  no 
leffe  direded  euen  in  the  leaft  things,than  the  fimpleflof 
their  fubieds . And  truly  fo  long  as  the  kings  of  Egypt 
were  fiich  zealous  obferuers  of  their  lawes,and  ot  iuftice, 
& raigned  peaceably  among  their  fubieds,  they  brought 
many  ftrang  nations  into  their  fubiedion, 6c  gathered  to- 
gither  infinite  riches,  whereby  they  adorned  their  coun- 
trie with  great  buildings  and  fumptuous  works,  and  dec- 
ofthcfecona  their  townes  with  many  gifts  and  benefits.  The  Bar- 
Wniiof  Monar-  bafunkingdomes  were  the  fecond  kinde  of  Monarchy : 

namely. 
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namely,  the  ancient  Monarchies  of  the  Aflyrians,Medes, 

and  Perfians , whofe  Princes  vfurped  Lordlie  rule  ouer 

their  goods  and  perfons,  and  gouerned  their  fubieds  as  a 

father  of  afamilie  doth  his  flaues.  Which  kind  ofgoucrn- 

ment  fauoureth  more  of  a tyrannic,  than  of  a kingdome : 

belides,it  is  diredly  againft  the  law  of  nature,which  kee- 

peth  euery  one  in  his  libertie,  and  in  the  pofTeflion  of  his 

owne  goods.  Notwithftanding  when  by  the  law  of  Arms, 

and  of  iuft  warre,  a Prince  is  made  Lord  ouer  any  people, 

they  properly  belong  to  him  that  conquereth , and  they 

that  are  ouercome , are  made  his  flaues  by  the  ancient 

confent  of  all  nations  : and  this  maketh  the  difference 

betweene  the  Lord-like  Monarchy,and  a tyrannic, which  likcMo- 

abufethfree  fubieds  as  flaues . Of  thisfecond  kindeofr^ny.^^^‘‘^^'^‘ 

Monarchy  was  the  kingdome  of  Perfia  (as  l^kto  writeth) 

vnder  C4»?^y^/,r^rAr^/5and  other  kings , vntill  the  laft  jD^- 

r/w.  For vfurping  more  abfolute  authoritie  to  rule,  than  Marks ofaty 

was conuenient,  they  began  tocontemne  their  Vaffals, 

and  to  account  of  them  as  offlaues:  and  putting  no  more 

confidence  in  them , they  Entertained  into  their  feruice 

merccnarie  fouldiors  and  ftrangers,  whereby  they  made 

their  owne  fubieds  vnfit  for  warre , and  foin  the  end  loft 

their  eftate,when  it  feemed  to  haue  attained  to  the  top  of 

worldlie  profperitie.Siich  is  theeftate  of  the  Turke  at  this' 

day,  wherein  he  is  foie  Lord,  commanding  ouer  his  fub- ' - 

ieds  in  rigorous  manner,  afwell  ouer  the  Mufulmans,  as 

Chnftians,and  lewes  . He  vfeth  in  his  principall  affaires, 

which  concerne  peace  and  warre,and  matters  of  gouern- 

mentjthe  feruice  ofrunnagate  flaues,  whom  he  placeth  in 

authoritie,changeth  ordepofethas  bethinks  good, with- 

out  peril  and  enuie:  yea  he  ftrangleth  them  vpon  the  leaft 

fufpition  or  diflike  conceiued  of  them,  not  fparinghis 

owne  children  and  others  of  his  blood, if  they  anger  him. 

So  did  Sultan  Solyman  deale  with  HibrahmTafcha.v^ho  was  Theaeathof 
almoft  of  equall  authorftie  with  him : infomuch  that  he 
was  there  called  theSeignour,  king  of  thelanitzaries,  the 
Bafcha.md  king  of  the  men  of  Armes.Neuertheles  in  one 
night,wherin  he  made  him  ftay  & fup  with  him,^  lie  in  his 
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owne  chamber,  he  caufed  him  to  be  flaine,  and  hisbodic 
to  be  caft  into  the  fea  ..The  morrow  after  he  feazed  vpon 
his  goods,  as  conhTcate , and  caried  them  away ; and  yet 
no  man  euer  knewe  the  caufe  of  his  death , except  it  were  - 
this, that  he  was  growne  too  great , and  confequently  fuf- 
peded  of  his  maifter , who  was  a Tyrant , rather  than  a 
King  . Like  wife  he  keepeth  in  his  hands  all  theLordfliips 
of  his  kingdome,  which  he  diftributeth  to  men  of  warre, 
who  are  charged  to  maintaineaccrtainenumberof  men 
of  Armes,  and  ofhorfes,according  to  the  rate  of  their  re- 
uenew:  andwhenic  pleafeth  him  he  taketh  them  away 
againe.Neither  is  there  any  man  in  all  the  countries  vn- 
der^is  obedience , that  poiffeffeth  Townes , Caftlcs , and 
Villages,or  dwelleth  in  ilrong  houfes , or  that  dare  build 
higher  than  oneftorie,Qr  than  a Dooue-houfe.  The  great 
Knes,  or  Duke  of  Mofcouia,  exeeedeth  for  feiieritie  and 
rigour  of  commanding,  all  the  Monarchsin  the  worlds 
hauing  obtained  fuch  authoritie  buer  his  fubiedsboth 
Ecclefiafticall  and  fecular,  that  he  may  diipofe  of  their 
goods  and  liues  at  his  pleafure , fo  that  none  dare  gaine- 
fay  him  in  any  thing . They  confeffe  publikely , that  the 
will  of  their  prince  is  the  will  of  God , and  tliat  whatfoe- 
uer  he  doth,is  done  by  the  will  of  God  .The  king  of  Ethi- 
opia is  alfo  a Lordlike  Monarch , hauing  (as  Faults  huim 
affirmeth)  jo.  kings  noleffefubied  vnto  him  than  flaues* 
And  Framcis  zAlmrez^^x’ntQth , that  he  hath  feene  the 
great  Chancellour  of  that  countrie  fcourged  ftarke  na- 
ked with  other  Lords,  as  the  very  Lauesof  the  prince, 
wherein  they  thinkethemfelues  greatly  honoured.  The 
EmperourC/?^«r/^fj  the  fife, hauing  brought  vnder his  obc- 
dience  the  kingdome  of  Peru,  madehimfelfe  foueraigne 
Lord  thereof  in  regard  of  goods,  which  the  fubieds  haue 
not,  but  as  they  farmeThem , or  for  terme  of  lifeatthe 
mod, The  third  kind  ofMoharchy,  whereof  the  Ancients 
made  mention,  was  thatof  Lacedemonia,  wherein  the 
king  had  not  abfoliite  power,  butin  time  of  warre  out  of 
the  countrie, and  a certaine  preheminence  oner  the  facri- 
fices . VVe  made  mention.of  tlieir  gouernment  beforc.The 
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firft  kings  in  Rome  were  facrificers  alfo,  and  afterward, 
the  emperors  called  themfelues  Pmifices, thzt  is, chiefe  bi- 

lliops:  and  thole  of  Conftantinople  were  confecrated,  as  'vhatkings 
our  kings  of  Frace  are.In  like  maner  the  Caliphaesof  the  S" 

Sarafins  were  kings  and  chiefe  billiops  in  their  religion  : 
theonein  Bagdetjtheotherin  Cayre.  The  king  of  Cale- 
cuth  IS  chiefe  of  his  religion,  and  for  this  caufe  goeth  be- 
fore the  other  kings  ofindiain  dignitie,  and  is  called 

wory,  that  is  to  lay,God  on  earth.  The  Pope  commandeth 
ouer  the  temporal  ties  of  the  church, called  S . Petm  patri- 
monie,as  king:and  is  reaftofthelatin  chriftian  churches, 
as  head  of  the  religion,!  meanein  thofeplaces,&  ofthofe- 
perfons,where  he  is  fo  taken  and  acknowledged.The  king 
of  England  certaine  yeeres  pad  tooke  vpon  him  the  title 

ofkingand  fupremegouernorofthe  thiirch.The  fourth 

kind  of  monarchic  is  elediue,  not  hereditarie  : in  Tome 
places  for  terme  of  life,  as  the  empire  of  Almaigne,  the 
kingdom  of Polonia,of3ohemia,and  of  Hungarii  wn  o- 
ther  places  for  a certaine  time,  as  was'  tiie  Diaatorfhip  at 
Rome.  Thefe  eftates  are  not  commonly  fo  fure  and  dura- 
ble as  thofe  that  are  hereditarie,  bicaufe  of  the  praftifes  & 
foreftallingofvoyces,  which  are  for  the  moft  partvfed, 
wherupon  feditions  arifejto  the  great  detriment-  of  fhofe  ■ " 

kmgdomes.  For  the  prince  being  dead,  the  eftate  remai-  Thedan«rous' 
neth  in  a pure  Anarchie,without  king,without-lord  vvnph-  ^^ateofancie- 

out  gouernnient, &in  danger  ofruinejike 

our  a Pilote,  which  is  ready  to  be  caft  away  with  the  ‘ 

wind  that  bloweth . Alfo  a gate  is  fet  open  to  tbeeiiesiand 
murderers,  who  kill  and  flay  at  their  pleafure  vpon  ' h^^pe 
of  impunitie : as  it  is  commonly  to  be  feene  (as  hiflories 
rehearfej after  the  death  ofthe  kings  of  Thunes  , of  the  ther- 

Souldans  of  Egypt, and  of  the  Popes  of  Rome:  wliere  the  £soi&‘ 
feat  being  vacant, the  firft  thing  thatis  commonly  done, is 
the  breaking  open  of  pnToiis,the  killing  of  iailef^,the  let- 
tingoutofguiicieperfons,  and  the  reuenging  ofiniuries  Tj"  ' 
by  all  poftible  meanes  : and  this  continueth  vntil  the  col- 
ledge  of  cardinals  haue  agreed  vpon  a fucceffor , And  in 
dced^bitheyeerc  if  2 2.  two  were  executed, againftvrhom 

it 
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it  was  prooued,  that  at  fundry  tumults  mooued  at  this 
eledion,  they  had  flainean  hundreth  and  fixtecne  men. 
As  touching  the  Empire  of  Almaigne  , their  hiftorks 
are  full  of  impoueriQimentes  fallen  vpon  them  through 
the  eledion  of  their  Emperours , as  well  by  ciuill  warres, 
as  by  murders  and  poifonings.  So  that  within  three  hun- 
dreth and  three-fcore  yeeres  fince  the  Empire  fell  vn- 
dcr  the  eledion  of  feuen  princes , eight  or  nine  Empe- 
rours haue  been  flaine  or  poifoned^  befides  rhofe  that 
haue  been  (hamefully  thruft  out  of  their  imperiall  feate. 
Ecclefiafticall  perfones  alfo  haue  not  wanted  ciuill  warres 
about  their  eledions,  wherein  no  fuch  prouifion  could 
be  made,  but  that  two  and  twentie  Popes  were  cut  off, 
and  many  thruft  out  of  their  feate ; as  may  be  feen  in  the 
Regifters  of  the  Vatican  . Nowe  we  muft  note  further, 
dcHnitciy.orout  that  among  the  elcdiueeftates,  euery  eledion  is  either 
perfones  as  the  Eledours  like  of,  as  in  Germanic 
they  doe  not  onely  chufe  for  emperoures  the  princes  of 
Almaigne  out  of  diuers  families,  but  fometime  ftraun- 
gers  haue  been  chofen,  as  (v//}?^<?»y«^kingofSpaine,  and 
Richard  Duke  ofCornewall,  and  brother  to  king  Henry 
the  third : or  elfe  it  is  out  ofeertaine  inferiour  eftaces,  as 
TheSoiJaansof  the  Popc  outof the  Colledge  of  Cardinals,  and  not  long 
Stofthc'jviani-  fince  the  Souldan  of  Cayre  out  of  the  Mammeluckes : 

vnto  which  degree  of  honour  none  could  afeend,  except 
beforehehadbeenaflaueandarunnagateChriftian  : fo 
that  afterward  he  commaunded  abfolutely  in  Egypt  and 
Soria.  This  eflate  hauing  continued  about  three  hun- 
dreth yeeres,  was  not  long  fince  quite  ouerthrowen  by 
Sultan  Selym  king  of  the  Turkes  , who  tooke  the  lall 
Souldane  , and  caufed  him  to  bee  caried  vpon  an  olde 
Cammell  all  a-long  Cayre , and  then  to  be  hanged  vpon 
one  of  the  gates  of  that  Citie  . 1 he  great  mafter  of  Malta 
is  chofen  by  the  chiefe  Priors  of  his  religion  : as  that  al- 
fo of  Prufiia  was  before  the  agreement  made  with  the 
kingofPolonia  , by  which  compofition  his  eftate  was 
turned  into  a Duchie,  fubied  to  the  crowne  of  Poland, 
and  of  elediue  made  hereditarie . The  fift  kinde  of  Mo- 
narchic 
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narchieis  hereditane,  and  is  properly  called  royall  and  wjiichishcrc- 
lawfull : whether  the  king  come  to  the  eftate  by  right  of 
fucceilion,  as  Thncidides  wnt^th  of  the  auncient  kings  : 
or  whether  the  kingdomc  be  giuen  by  vertue  of  the  la  we, 
without  regard  had  to  daughters,  or  to  males  defccn- 
dingofthcm,  as  it  is  in  this  kingdome,  by  the  Salicke 
lawc  : or  whether  it  bee  giuen  as  a meere  gift,  as  the 
kingdomes  of  Naples  and  Skill  were  giuen  to  Char/es 
of  Fraiince,  and  fince  giuen  agayne  to  of  France, 

firft  DukeofAniow  : whether  it  bee  left  by  will,  as  the 
kinges  of  Thunis,  Fez,  and  Marocke  v fed  to  doe,  and 
asitwaspraaifedalfo  by  He^rj  the  eight,  king  of  Eng^  Kmgdomskfc 
land,  w'ho  lef-t  his  kingdome  to  his  fonne  Edward^  ap- 
pointing  (JHaty^kcr  him,  andBiftorhir  or  by 

what  other  meanes  fbeuerthe  Prince  becommeth  lord 
of  the  eftate,  his  monarchic  is  alwayes  royall  and  law- 
full,  if  he  in  like  maner  bee  obedient  to  the  lawes  of  na- 
ture, as  he  defiretn  that  his  fubie(5les  ihould  bee  towards 
him,  leauyng  to  euery  one  his  naturall  libertie  and  pro- 
prietie  of  his  goodes , and  looking  to  the  profite  and 
commoditie  of  the  Common-wealth  . This  kingly  go- 
ner n men  comparethto  Oeconomie . For  al- 

though a father  of  a familie  gouerne  his  houfe  after  his 
pleafure,  yet  he  refpedeth  the  commoditie  of  his  fami- 

happiefourme of gouernement , beyng  ofthehappr 
the  belt  of  all,  wee  mayboaft  that  wee  line  in  Fraunce 
through  thegoodneffeofour  kiiijges,  who  neythcr  or- 
dame,  nor  pur  any  thing  in  execution,  but  by  mature 
deliberation  and  counfaile  , which  they  take  with  the 
princes  of  their  bloud  , and  with  other  notable  and 
graue  perfones  whome  they  call  neere  vnto  them  , as 
diough  their  foueraigne  power  were  ruled  and  mo-, 
derated ,,  For  hrft  the  king  commaundeth  nothing  that 
taketh  effea  , if  it  bee  not  figned  by  his  Secretaries  ' 
and  fealed  with  his  great  feale  : that  is  to  faye,  feene 
and  approoued  by  the  Chauncellour , who  is  a feuere  ‘^J'^^^anceiior 

.1,. of  France  muft 


Controulcr  of  all  matters  that  pafle  , All  the  kinges  approoueaii 
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letters  muft  alwayes  of  neceffitie  bee  approoued  by 

the 
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the  iadges  to  whom  they  are  direded,  and  examined  not 
Only  whether  they  were  obtained  by  priuie  infinuation  or 
fraudulent  dealing, but  alfo  whether  they  be  lawful  or  vn- 
lawfull.Yeain  criminall matters,  the re-inabling  offuch 
as  before  were  not  capable  of  offices  or  dignities,  w’rits  of 
repeale  from  baniffiment, pardons  & remiffions,are  skan- 
ned with  fuch  rigor  by  them,  that  the  procurers  offuch 
’ letters  are  compelled  to  deliuerthem  bare-headed  and 
kneeling, and  to  offer  themfelues  prifoners,ofwhateftate 
foeuer  they  be ; in  fo  much  that  oftentimes  men  are  con- 
demned and  executed  with  their  pardons  about  them.  As 
for  the  giftesandexpencesofthc  king,  whether  they  be 
officers  in  ordinarieor  extraordinarie,  the  chamber  of  accounts  ex- 

Francefwornc' and  many  timcs  cutteth  offfuch 
as  haue  no  good  ground  : by  reafon  that  the  officers  are 
relim^Jof  ^ fwotuc  to  let  nothing  paffe  to  the  detriment  of  the  realm; 
wTthTanding  notwithftanding  any  letters  ofeommandement  whatfoe- 
Sw4cmenc^^*  uer . Among  Other  things  the  king  may  not  alienate  his 
man  cment.  rcuenues,wi'thout  fome  caufe  knowen  to  the  fayd 

..officers  of  accounts, and  to  the  parliaments.  And  which  is 
more,  publike  treaties  with  neighbour  dates,  edids  and 
decrees  haue  no  authoritie  before  they  are  publiffied  in' 
the  high  courts.  By  which  moderation  his  power  is  not 
leffenedjbut  made  furer,more  durable, and  leffc  burthen- 
fometo  his  fubie6ls,being  wholy  feparated  from  tiranny, 
which  is  hated  of  God  .and  men,  as  we  may  haue  further 
. knowledge  by  difeourfing  thereof  particularly. So  that'o- 
uerandbefides  thofe  hue  kindes  of  monarchies  mentio- 
ned of  vs,  tiranny  may  be  put  for  the  fixt,  which  wc  may 
call  that,  wherein  the  monarch  treading  vnder  foote  the 
lawes  of  nature,  abufeththe  libertieoffree  fubieds,  as  if 


of  a tlranny,& 
of  the  name  of 
atiranu 


they  were  flaues,andother  mensgoods  as  his  owne  . ^A^ 
mong  theauncients  dicname  ofryrant  was  honourable, 
and  fignificd  nochingelfe  (beingaGreeke  worde)  but  a 
prince  that  had  gotten  the  gouernment  of  the  eftate  with 
out  theconfcntofhisfubieds,  and  of  a companion  had 
made  himfelfe  a mafter,  whether  he  were  a wife  and  iuft 
,prince,or  cruel  and  vniuit.  And  indeed  moll  of  them  be-^ 

came 


ofMonarchies, 

came  \^'icked  to  make  fure  theit  eftatc.life  Sc  goods, knou^- 
ing  that  they  were  fallen  into  many  mens  hatred,  bicaufe 
they  had  inuaded  thefoueraigntie.In  this  refped  therfore 
was  this  dominion  & rule  called  tyrannical,  bicaufeitgo- 
iierncd  in  lord-like  maner  without  right  oner  free  men, 
compelled  and  forced  to  obey.  But  generally  we  may  call 
thata  tirannie,when  the  prince  accounteth  all  his  will  as  a 
iuft  law,and  hath  no  care  either  of  pietie,  iuftice,  or  faith, 
but  doth  all  things  for  his  owne  priuate  profite,  reuenge, 
orpleafure.  Andasagoodkingconformeth  himfelfeto  Thcdiff 
thi  lawesofGodand  nature,  foa  tyrant  treadeth  them  between 
vnder footer  theoneftriueth toenrichehisfubieds, the 
I othertodeftroy  them  : the  one  taketh  reuenge' of  pub- 
I like  iniuries,  and  pardoneth  his  owne , the  other  cruel- 
ly reuengeth  iniuries  done  to  himfelfe  ,.and  forgiueth 
thofe  that  are  offered  to  others : the  one  fpareth  the  ho- 
nour of  chafte  women,  the  other  triumpheth  in  their 
||  fliame  : the  one  taketh  pleafure  to  be  freely  admonifhed, 
and  wifely  reprooued  when  he  hath  done  amiffe,  the  o- 
I ther  miiliketh  nothing  To  much,  as  a graue,  free,  and  ver- 

tuous  man  ; the  one  maketh  great  account  of  the  loue 
of  his  people,  the  other  of  their  feare  : the  onejs  neuer 
infearebutfor  hisfubieds,  the  other  ftandeth  in  awe.  of 
none  more  than  of  them  : the  one  burtheneth^  his  as  lit- 
tle as  may  be,  and  then  vpon  publike  neceilitie,  the  o- 

ther  fuppethvp  their  bloudjgnaweth. their  bones,  and 

fucketh  the  marrow  of  his  fubiedes  to  fatiffie  his  defires  r 

theone  giuetheftate  sand  offices  to  meete  with  briberie 

and  oppreffion  of  the  people,  the  other  felleih  them  as 
deareas  may  bee,  and  careth  not  for  the  oppreffion  of 
his  fubiedes  : the  one  in  time  of  warre  hath  no  recourfe 
buttohisfubieds,  the  other  warreth  againft. none- but 
them  : theone  hath  no  garde  or  garrifon  but  of  his  owne 
people,  the  other  none  but  of  ftraungers  : the  one  re- 
ioycethinaffiuredrefl:,  the  other  languiffieth  in  perpetu- 
ail  feare;  the  one  is  honoured  in  his  life  tyme,  and  lon- 
ged for  after  his  death,  the  other  is  defamed  in  his  lyfe, 
and  rent  in  pieces  after  his  death  , Examples  hereof  are 

in 
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. itteiiery  mans'fi^Kt:-;  And  therefore  Diogenes  the  Sino- 

plan  meeting  one  day  in  the  cine  of  Corinth  with  ©w- 
the  younger,  tyraimt  of  Syracufa,  who  was  then 
Drought  into  the  eftate  of  a priuatc  man,  banifhed  from 
his.  countrey , and  fallen  from  his  dignitie , fpake  thus 
vnto  him  : Trudy  Dionjfiw  thou  art  nowc  in  an  eftate 
vmvoorthie  of  thee . The  tyraunt  handing  ftillwithall, 
made  him  this  anfwcre  : I like  thee  well  Diogenes^  bi- 
caufe  thou  haft  compaftion  of  my  miferable  fortune  • 
What  ? ( replied  the  Philofopher)  doeft  thou  thinke  that 
I pitie  thee?  I am  rather  grieued  to  fee  fuch  a flaue  as 
thou,  who  deferueft  to  growe  olde  and  to  die  in  that 
eurfed  eftate  of  a tyraunc,  as  thy  father  did,  to  take  thy 
pleafure  in  fuche  fafetie , and  to  pafle  away  thy  tyme 
freely  amongft  vs  without  feare.  And  to  fay  truth,  ti- 
rannie  is  fuche  a miferable  condition  , that  euen  they 
that  pradife  it  and  glorie  therein  , arc  conftrained  ma- 
nic tymes  to  confefle  with  their  owne  mouth,  that  no 
kinde  of  life  is  fo  wretched  as  theirs  . This  felfe  tyrant 
BionyfntSy  when  hce  was  in  the  greateft  glorye  of  his  e- 
ftate,  declared  as  much  to  one  of  his  familiar 

friendes,  who  had  fayd  that  he  was  moft  happie.  Wilt 
thou  (quoth  Dtonyfins  to  him  ) enioy  my  fdicitie  but 
for  one  day  onely  ? Whereunto  when  Democks  agreed, 
hec  caufed  him  to  be  ferued  at  the  table  as  himfelfe  was 
woont  to  be,  with  all  the  magnificence  that  could  be  de- 
ofchc  eftate  of  uifcd,  hanging  in  the  meane  while  a fworde  right  ouer 
Dionyfius.  head,  which  was  tied  to  the  roofe  aloft  onely  by  one 

haireofahorfetaile.  When  perceiued  that,  he 

was  well  contented  to  make  a Ihort  dinner,  and  to  pafTe 
away  the  reft  of  the  day  in  his  former  eftate.  Loe,  ( quoth 
the  tyraunt  then  vnto  him)  how  happie  our  life  is,  which 
with  all  our  armed  garde  hangeth  but  by  a little  threed, 
illig JoLlnuer  Moreouer,  tlie  raigne  of  tyraunts  beyng  without  mea- 
fure  and  rearon,and  guided  onely  by  violence  cannot  be 
of  any  long  continuaunce . This  is  that  which  Thales  the 
wife  man  fayde,  that  there  was  nothing  fo  ftraiinge  or 
rare,  as  an  olde  tyrant . And  albeit  they  line  miferablie 
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in  perpctuall  diftruft  of  euery  one^  yea,  of  their  neercft 
kindred,  yet  their  ende  is  more  wretched  . For  there  Tyrants  hauc 
were  fewe  of  them  that  died  not  acruell  and  extraordif 
nariedeath,  moftof  tliem  being  flayne  and  murdered:  ' 

and  others  perfecuted  with  ftraunge  griefes,  died  like 
madanddefperate  men,  through  the  remembraunce  of 
their  corrupt  life,  and  of  the  cruelties  which  they  had 
committed.  In  auucient  time  tyrannie  was  fo  detefta-  Examples oFcLc 
ble,  that  eaen  fcholers  and  women  fought  towinne  the  SeathToftr*^ 
reward  of  honour  by  killing  tyraunts:  as  ^riUotU  the 
Logitian  did,  who  ilew  a tyraunt  of  Sycionia  , and  as 
Thebe,  who  killed  hir  husband  ttAlexmder,  tyrannt  of 
thePhereans.  Thirtie  tyraunts  were  flayne  in  one  day 
in  the  Citie  of  Athens  , by  Thermnenes^  7 hrajjhuliu,  and 
ty7rcbippm , who  had  but  three- fcore  and  tennemen  to 
execute  that  enterprife  . Lea»der  tyraunt  of  Cyrena,  w^as 
taken  aline,  and  being  fewedinto  a leather  bagge,  was 
call  into  the  fea  . nAriiiodemi^  tyraunt  of  Gumes,  tookc 
Xenocrita  by  force,  beyng  a wealthie  citizens  daughter 
whoraehehadbaniflied  , and  keeping  hir  with  him  as 
his  wife  , fiiee  ftirred  vp  Thymoteles  and.  others  to  reco- 
uertbe  libertie  of  their  countrey,  who  beyng  fefelielet 
into  the  tyrants  chamber  by  hir, flew  ^4nnodemtis.BQ(\dSy 
the  auncienres  had  appoynted  great  rewardes  and  re-  Rewards ap- 
compences  for  the  murderers  of  tyrauntes  :— namelie  , 

titles  of  Nobilitie , of  Prowefle , of  Chiualrie , images,  lyiants'^^ 
and  honourable  titles  : to  bee  fliorte,  the  goodes  of 
the  tyrauntes  were  giuen  vnto'them  , as  to!  the  true 
dcliuerers  of  their  Gountrey . Nowe  albeit  wee  fayde, 
that  this  worde  tyraunt  was  taken  amongfl  them  for 
him  that  madehim-felfe  foueraigne  Prince  of  hisowne 
aurhorkie,  with-out  eledion  ,i.  or  rights  of  fucceflion, 
or  lotre  , or  iuft  warre,  or  fpeciall  callyng  ofGOD’ 
yet  wee  rnuftnot  inferre  this  confequent.,  that  there- 
fore it  is  lawfull  to  kill  euerie  Prince  that  exerciieth  j^notiawfuii 
tyrannic  . For  it  belongeth  in  no  wife  eyther  to  anye  huSc,™ 
particular  fubied  , or  to  all  in  genera  11 , to  feeke  the  a tyrant 

honour  or  lyfe  of  the  Prince  , that  is  abfolutely  and 

lawfully 
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lawfully  foiiefaigne^as  we  hauc  a^readiedifcoiirfedv  Now 
" toconcludeoiir  prefentfpeech,  wemayfee  howfarrethe 
^ ' eftablifliment  of  this  French  Monarchic  is  from  any  ia- 

clinatioHj  and  from  all  things  that  may  feeme  to  giue  a- 
ny  entraunce,  life  and  preferuatio'n  to  a tirannie  : nay  it 
is  cleane  contrary  thereunto,  and  goeth  beyond  all  mo- 
narchies that  euer  were  or  are  amongft  the  fundrie  nad* 
ons  of  men,  for  goodnefle  and  mildenefle  of  gouerne- 
ment:  which  ought  wonderfully  to  ftirrevp  Frenchmen 
to  perfeuere  in  loue,  obedience,  and  fidelitie  towardes 
their  iking  i for  which  ftraungers  haue  alwayes  prayfed 
them,  . ' • , 
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A R A M.^>-|r-tHeefFe(5i:  of cuftome  is wonderfull , yea  it 
I is  fo  power-full,  that  it  pafleth  nature,  e- 
A fpecially  in  vice  and  dilTolutenes.  Where- 
in if  men  be  once  plunged,  it  is  a'  very  hard  matter,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  be  young,  todrawethemoutofit.  But  fur- 
ther when  they  know  that  they  haue  in'their  handes  an 
vnbrideled  licence,  andafoueraigneauthoritie  to  enioy 
" their  luftes  and  defires  at  their  pleafure,  a man  may  then 
faie,  that  all  hope  of  amendment  is  vtterly  perifheddn 
them,  and  that  it  is  altogether  impofiible  to  gaine  any 
thing  of  them  by  counfell,  iriftru6i:ibn  prTearon.*‘There- 
fore  it  is  vcrycertaine , that  the  principali  hope  and  ex- 
pedation  of  a Prince  (after  requeft  made  to  God,  that 
by  nature  he  may  bee  of  a good  and  teach-able  difpofi- 
tioh)  ought  to  bee  grounded  alwayes  in  his  education 
c and  firft  inftitiirion,  which  beyngeither  good  or  badde, 
will  brihg  foorth like  effe61:es,*  to’ the  great  good  or  hurt 
ofhis  fubiedes  ^ Ndwe  then  (my  Companions)  let  vs 
difeourfe  ofthat  which  we  thinke  ought  to  be  obferned 
in  thcright'inftrudion  of  a Prince  in  allkmde  of  good 
nianers,  and  commendable  conditions  , -as  well  for  his 

owne 
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C owne  profitj  as  for  the  common  vtilitie  of  all  thofe  ouer 
whom  hcis  to  command. 


A c H I T G B.  Men  are  commonly  carefull  to  ftrcng- 
then  with  rampires  the  bankes  of  riuers , which  receine 
^ into  them  great  quantitie  of  waters . Butitisneedefull 
that  more  diligence  be  vfed  in  preferuing  and  fortifying  * «">• 

the  minde  of  a young  prince  with  ftrong  rcafons,  graue 
fentences,  and  moft  learned  preceptes  of  wifedome,  a- 
gainft  the  greatnefle  of  his  fortune  , the  great  aboun- 
daunce  of  wealth,  riote,  delightes,  and  flatterie,  dif- 
guifed  with  fidelitie  and  libertie,  which,  lyke  to  a migh- 
tie  llreame , fall  from  fome  rocke  ro  ouer-whelme  and 
to  drowne  the  weake  feedes  of  Vertue  naturallie  in  a 
A Prince. 

A s E R.  Men  muft  bee  fo  much  the  more  careful!  in  whygreit 
the  dreffing  and  tillage  of  that  ipiriteand  (bule,  which  “«istobehad 
« they  know  ought  to  bee  vigilant,  wife,  prudent,  and  iuft 
tor  the  benehte  of  many . Such  a one  is  the  king  or  ma- 
^ giftratej  or  any  other  man  that  is  to  deals  in  gouerne- 
ment,  and  in  publike  affaires.'  For  to  fill  that  foule  with 
vertue  and  goodneffe,  is  to  profitean  infinite  number  by 
; ; the  meaues  ofone.  Now  let  vs  heare  A m a n a difcourfc 
: ^ vpon  this  matter. 

- Am  AN  Aw  All  kingdomesvnder  which  men  doe  liue 
at  this  day,  are  eyther  hereditarie,  orgiucn  by  eledi-  theiaWo™ 
on  • borne  that  are  hereditarie  goe  by  fuccefTion  from  °fFranccgoeth 
male  to  inale  onely , as  this  kingdome  of  Fraunce . And  ""It””’''' 
this  did  the  French -men  wifely  ordaineinthe  beginning 
oftheir  Monarchic  by  the  Salicke  lawe,  by  which  pro- 
uideiice  and  fore-fight,  they  haue  continued  in  the  fame 
kind  of  gouernement  almoft  one  thoufand  and  two  hun- 
dreth  yeeres,  fo  that  the  crqwneneuer  went  out  of  their 
nation,  neither  bath  the  roiall  linage  chaunged  oftener 
man  thrife  info  long  cpntinuaunce  : which  thing  neuer 
happened  to  any  other  Monarchic  or  Seignorie  to  any 

mans  knowledge.  In  other  kingdomes,  when  males  are 
wanting  daughters  fucceede,  as  in  Spaine,  England,  and 
Scotland  . Moreoucr  in  hereditarie  kingdomes,  where 
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males  fucceede,  in  fomc  places  that  honour  is  alwayes  re- 
feruedfor  theeldeft,  who  giueth  an  honeft  penfion  to 
his  younger  brethren,  asitisinFraunce;  orit  no  regard 
be  had  to  birth-right,  either  he  is  preferred  that  is  fitteft 
to  gouenic,  or  he  that  is moft  warlike,  and  in  greatell  fa** 
uour  with  the  ibuldiours , as  in  Turkie,  Setiw  thefirft  ot 
that  name,  beyng  the  third  and  youngeft  fonne  of  'Baia- 
x,et  the  fecond,  vfurped  the  Empire  by  the  aide  of  the  la- 
nitzaries  vpon  his  father,  whome  he  caufed  to  be  poifo- 
ned,  and  flew  <tyichmat  and  Cwcuth  his  two  elder  bro- 
thers, with  all  his  nephewes,and  others  of  Ottomans  race, 
faying  that  nothing  was  pleafauntet  than  to  rule  when  all 
feare  of  kindred  was  taken  away . In  foroe  places  they  kill 
not  their  brethren  and  kindred,  but  flrut  them  vp  in  lome 
moft  lure  and  fafe  place  of  cuftodie,  as  they  vfe  or  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  doe  in  Ethiopia,  where  heethat  muft  bcare 
rule,  is  kept  alone,  the  reft  are  fentto  a very  high  and 
ftrong  mountaine,  called  the  mountaihe  of  the  Ifraelitesj 
from  whence  none  of  the  male  kinde  may  euer  come 
foorth,  except  BreHer  lohn  die  without  heire  of  his  bodie 
to  fucceede  him  in  the  crowne:  for  then  he  that  is  next 
vnto  it,and  knowen  to  be  woorthieft  and  fitteft,  is  taken 

foorth.  By  this  meanes  that  great  kingdome  hath  conti- 
nued very  long  without  ciuill  wane  or  murder,  and  ne- 
uer  wanted  of-lpring  ol  the  royall  race.  In  Ca/cc/iii^,when 
thekingdieth,  although  heehaue  male  children,  or  ne- 
phewesbyhis  brother,  yet  none  of  them  fucceed  in  the 
kingdom,but  his  fifters  fonne  : and  if  they  faile,  the  next 
of  the  blond  royal  commeth  to  the  crowne.They  ground 
this  vpon  a fooliih  and  fond  fuperftition  which  they  haue 
incaufingthe  Queene  to  beedefloured  by  (orac  young 
prieft  caUed  Bramin,  in  whofe  cuftodie  (he  remaineth  e- 
uerafter,  folongastheKingisabroade  . Whereuppon 
they  prefume,  and  peraduenture  not  without  good  caufe, 
thatthe  children  which defeend  crate  borne  of  that  La- 
die,  hold  more  oftbe  prieft  than  of  theprince  . Concer- 
ning kingdomes  thatgoe  by  eledtion,  we  haue  fpoken  of 
themalreadic.  Now  bicaufeitisavery  harde  matter  to 

change 
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j change  him  that  is  once  chofen  in  fuch  a kin gdomCjgrea- 

. ter  coniiderattonmuft  be  had  in  making  the  eledion,  left 
the  ouer-fight  of  one  hower  procure  a perpetuall  repen- 
taunce . But  where  the  prince  is  by.nature  and  not  by  e-r 
ledion,  men  muft  labour  by  carefull  induftrie  and  dili- 
gence to  bring  him  vp,  and  to  inftrud  him  well  by  reple-? 
niihing  his  mind  with  found  opinions  from  his  infancie, 
and  by  cafting  vpon  his  new  ground  feedes  of  vcrtiie  and 
honeftie,  which  by  little  and  little  maygrowe  and  waxe 
ripe  with  age,  and  hauing  once  taken  roote,  may  abide 
ftedfaftandiirmetohisliuesende  . For  there  is  no  time 
better  and  fitter  to  frame  and  tocorredaprincein,  than 
when  he  knowesnot  that  he  is  a prince.  Forifhelearne  correOccU 
to  obey  from  his  infancie,  when  hee  commeth  to  the  de- 
gree of  commaunding,  he  applieth  and  behaaeth  him- 
felfe  a great  dealc  better  with  his  fubiedes,  than  they  that 
from  theiryouthhane  been  alwayes  free  and  exempted 
from  fubiedion.For  by  fuch  education  or  bringing  vp,  a 
Prince  addeth  to  his  royall  greatnefte,  and  to  thofe  faflii- 
ons  which  great  men  haue  by  nature,  curtefieand  gentle 
behauiour,  which  cannot  but  bee  very  acceptable  to  his 
people,  and  containe  them  more  willingly  in  their  duetie 
of  obedience . Therefore  the  prince  in  his  yong  and  ten- 
der yeeres  muft  bee  diligently  imployed , not  onely  in 
with-drawing  him  from  difhoneft  things,  but  alfo  in  caii- 
iing  him  to  tafte  of  vertue,  and  to  haue  fome  preceptes 
thereof  ingrauen  in  his  brayne,  vntill  in  the  ende  he  vn- 
, derftand  all  that  belongeth  to  his  duetie,  and  whatfoeuer 
elfe  may  helpe  him  forward  to  leade  a good  and  happie 
^ life  . Ifwife  fathers  with  great  care  bring  vp,  and  inftrud 
their  chiIdren,who  fliall  fuccecd  them  but  in  the  gouern- 
. ment  of  fome  litle  hoiife  in  the  countrey, how  much  grea- 
; ter  care  and  labor  ought  to  be  taken  in  teaching  him  well 
i Sc  wifely, w ho  is  to  fucceed  in  the  Empire  ouer  much  peo- 

ple, and  whofe  lifeought  to  be  the  difeipline  of  their  ma- 
' ners  & conditi6s  ?For  this  caufe  a good  & prudent  prince 
muft  take  painsin  caufing  his  children  to  be  brought  vp, 

1 that  he  remember  he  hath  begotten  them  fortheCom- 

Tt  ij  mon- 


1^44 


Oftheinftitudon 


that  a Prince 
canleauebe 
hind  him. 


How  a prince 
ought  to  Hue 
himfclfe,ahdto' 
bring  vp  his 
children. 


Thebefttoken  moii-wealtli  , not  to  fetuc  his  priuate  affedions  . Let 
ofrcmembrace  himknowe,  that  although  he  ered  a great  number  ofi- 
*''**“”  mages,  builde  fumptuous  houfes,.  eftablifli  good  and 
holefome  Ordinaunces  , yet  hee  cannot  leaue  a more 
excellent  marke  of  his,  thanafonne,  who  degenerating 
in  nothing,  reprefenteth  the  goodnefife  of  his  father  by 
vertuous  adions . For  he  dieth  not  that  leancth  behindc 
him  a liuely  image  of  himfelfe  . And  truely  it  is  the  per- 
fedion  of  an  excellent  prince  to  rule  in  fnch  forte , as  if 
hee  would  ftriue,  that,  his  like  for  goodnefleand  iuftice 
coulde  not  fucceed  him  ,,  and  fo  to  bring  vp  his  children,, 
asifheedefiredthat  they  flioulde  furmounthim  in  ver- 
tue.  To  this  ende- therefore  let  him  make  choice  of  all 
his  fubiedesj-yea  from  what  place  fo  euer,  and  gather 
together  vertuous  and  fincere  men,  vneorrupted,  graue^^ 
and  fuch  as  are  learned  not  oncly  through  preceptes, 
but  alfo  through  the  experience  of  manye  thinges  , to 
whome  their  age  breedeth  reuerence , their  good  lyfe 
authoritie , and  their  mildeneffe  and  gentle  behauiour 
loue,  and  good-will : that  the  tender  fpirite  of  the  yong 
prince , offended  with  the  rougb  dealyng  of  his  tea- 
chers, may  not  beginne  to  hate  vertue  before  he  know 
it,  nor  yet  corrupted  through  their  ouer-great  gentlc- 
neffe,  degenerate  and  ftarte  afide  w^here  it  ought  not. 
Wherefore  fayde,  that  a Prince  his  teacher  muff 
haue  thefe  two  properties,  Hee  muH  J^ovp  horv  to  chide  with^ 
Two  properties  [hawwg  of  him , and  howe  to  frajfe  hym  without  flatterie,. 

IhattcrchethT  Moreoucr,  great  care  muft  bee  had  in  making  choice  of 
prince.  3I1  fuch  perfones,  whether  they  are  men,  w'omen,  chil- 
dren, or  feruauntes,  as  come  neere  about  him  , eyther 
to  gouerne,  or  to  feme  him,  or  to  keepehim  compa- 
nie.  For  feeing  the  moftpart  of  mens  mindes  incline 
toeuill,  and  no  childe  is  fo  happily  borne,  but  hee  may 
whatmancr  of  hee  corrupted  through  wicked  education,  w'hat  may  a 
.awie^^  nian  looke  for  but  verie  great  euils  from  that  Prince, 
prince.  ^ho,  of  what  nature  and  fpirite  foeuer  he  be,  prefently 
after  he  is  out  ofhiscradle,is  fluffed  with  foolifli  and  falfe 
opinions,  nourifhed  among  fondew’omen,  brought  vp 
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in  the  middeft  of  lafciuioiis  maidens,  of  loft  children,  vile 
and  abied  flatterers,  ofiuglcrs  and  plaiers,of  drunkards, 
of  dice-plaiers  and  inuenters  of plcafures  ? briefly,  in  the 
midft  of  fuch  caitifes,amongft  whom  he  heareth  and  lear- 
neth  nothing  but  pleafure, delight,  pride,  arrogancie,co- 
uetoufnefle,  cholerandtirannie,  and  fo  departing  from 
this  fchoole,  takes  vnto  him  the  feepterand  gouernment 
of  his  Empire  ? Now  he  that  is  eleded  and  chofen  to  vn- 
dertake  fuch  a great  and  difficult  charge,  as  is  theeduca- 
tion  and  inftrudion  of  the  prince,  muft  bring  with  him  a 
will  woorthie  the  fame,  confidering  with  himfclfe,  not 
how  many  benefices  and  bifhoprikes  he  may  get  into  his 
hands,but  how  he  may  deliuer  vp  a vertuous  prince  vnto 
his  countrey,which  putteth  all  hir  truftand  confidence  in 
him . Let  him  know  that  they  do  good  to  all  the  people, 
who  make  them  good  me  whom  the  people  cannot  want: 
as  contrary  wire,they  that  marre  and  corrupt  princes  and 
kings,ought  to  be  an  abomination  to  all  men,  and  puni- 
fted  no  lefle  than  they  that  put  poifon,not  into  a cup,but 
into  a common  fountaine,  of  which  they  fee  euery  bodie 
drinke.Firft  then  he  that  hath  taken  this  charge  vpo  him, 
muft  narowly  note  whereunto  the  nature  of  the  prince  is 
inclined,  feeing  it  may  be  knowen  by  fome  fignes  euen  in 
his  yong  yeeres : as  whether  he  be  not  giuen  to  anger,  to 
ambition,  to  defire  of  renowne,  to  riot,  to  play,  to  couc- 
tournes,toreuenge,to  war,ortotiranny.  After,  when  he 
knoweth  towhatvicche  isenclined,  he  muft  fortifie  his 
mind  againft  the  fame  with  good  opinions  and  with  holie 
refolutionSjand  labor  to  change  his  hart, which  is  yet  ten- 
der,into  a habite  that  is  contrary  to  his  nature.  And  when 
heperceiueth  thathis  tender  nature  inclineth  to  honeft 
and  commendable  things,  or  to  fuch  vices  as  will  eafilie 
change  into  vertues  in  princes  well  brought  vp,  as  to  am  - 
bition  andprodigalitie,  he  muftpricke  him  forward,  and 
helpe  his  good  nature  by  diligent  traiiel.  Neither  muft  he 
vfe  precepts  onely  to  withdraw  the  prince  fromdiflioneft 
things,  & to  procure  in  him  a longing  defire  to  doe  thofe 
things  that  are  vertuous, but  he  muft  labor  to  imprint  and 
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to  roote  theminhismemory  by  diuers  formes,  now  by 
fentences, another  while  by  fables,  after  by  comparifons, 
then  by  examples,  orbyfome  notable  fayings,  ingrauen 
in  rings,and  painted  in  tables.  Briefly,  if  there  be  any  o- 
ther  thing  wherein  this  age  taketh  pleafure,  let  that  be  a 
meane  to  worke  in  him  atafteofvertue.  Aboue  al  things 
fpeciall  regard  is  to  be  had, what  opinions  are  ingrauen  in 
the  prince  his  brainc.  For  the  whole  order  of  his  life  pro- 
ceedeth  from  that  fountaine.And  therfore  he  muft  labor 
immediately  to  imprint  in  his  mind  holy  and  good  opini- 
ons, which  may  ferue  for  a counter-poifon  againft  the  c6- 
mon  errors  of  the  ignorant  people ; but  chiefly  to  inftrud 
him  throughly  in  gods  truth,&  in  that  which  concerneth 
hisfaluation.  He  muftperfwadehim,  that  whatfoeuer is 
taught  in  the  law  of  God,  belongeth  to  none  fo  much  as 
to  the  prince, and  that  as  he  is  to  raign  by  him,fo  likewife 
it  belongeth  to  his  office  to  raigne  according  to  his  will, 
that  he  may  enioyprofperitie  in  this  world,  and  eternall 
felicitieintheblefledlifctocomc.  Let  him  be  taught  to 
loue  vertue  as  the  only  good, and  to  hate  vice  as  the  one- 
ly  euil : let  him  know  that  the  one  is  folowed  no  leffe  with 
fhameanddifhonor,  than  the  other  with  glory  and  ho- 
nor, efpecially  in  a prince,  in  whom  if  vertue  take  place, 
as  it  were  in  a high  watch-tower,it  fliineth  fo  clcerely,thac 
the  brightnes  thereof  remaineth  long  after  his  death . As 
for  all  worldly  pompe,antiquitie  of  petigree,  images  and 
riches,they  are  but  mcere  vanitie  and  folly,  not  woorthie 
to  be  cared  for,or  to  be  admired  by  a vertuous  prince.Let 
him  be  perfwaded  that  dignitie,greatnes  and  maieftie  are 
not  to  be  fought  after  by  the  helpe  of  fortune,  or  by  hu- 
mane means, but  by  wifdome,integritie  of  life  & maners, 
and  by  vertuous  and  noble  deeds, 7/ato  faith  not  without 
caufe,that  a Common-wealth  will  neuer  behappie  vntill 
princes  play  the  Philofophers,  or  Philofophcrs  take  the 
rudder  of  the  Empire  in  hand. Now  his  meaning  is  not  to 
cal  him  a Philofopher,  that  is  learned  in  Logike,  in  natu- 
rall  Philofophie,andin  the  Mathematicks,  but  him,  who 
with  an  vntamed  hart  defpifeth  the  vaine  fliadowcs  of 

things. 
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things,and  followeth  after  true  goods.  A philofopher  and  tu  agreement 
a Chriftian  differ  but  in  name:  and  a prince  wd  inftruded  between  apw. 
in  piety, is  truly  both  the  one  and  the  other.  Therefore  he 
ought  to  learne  nothing  fooner  (next  to  the  law  of  God) 
thantheniorallphilofophieoftheauncients,  which  tea- 
cheth all  vertue .Is  there  any  thing  more  foolifh  than  to  e- 
fteeme  highly  ofa  prince  ifhe  vautewell,  ifhe  play  well 
at  tennife,  ifhe  be  ftoute  and  ftrong*  briefly,if  he  be  cun- 
ning in  fomc  things,which  peraduenture  a peafant  would 
doe  better  than  he,  and  in  the  meane  while  he  is  puffed 
vp  with  pride,  he  pollethhis  people,  and  fporteth  him- 
fdfeinallkindofdifToluteneffeandpleafure.^  What  ho- 
nor is  it  for  a prince  to  go  farre  beyond  the  common  fort 
in  precious  ftones,  gold,  purple,  traine  of  feruants,  and 
in  other  ornaments  of  the  body,  and  in  euery  thing  that 
is  falfly  called  good,  and  in  the  meane  while  to  be  farre 
inferior  in  the  true  goods  of  thefoule  to  many  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  thofe  ofloweft  calling  ? Thefe  opinions,  as  holy 
andinuiolablelawes,  mull  bee  ingrauen  in  the  hart  ofa 
young  prince,  and  muft  bee,  as  it  were  the  firft  lines  that 
are  to  bedrawenin  the  voide  table  of  his  foulc,  namely,  ^ 

that  he  muft  ftriue  that  none  excell  him  in  the  goods  of 
thefoule,in  wifdome,  magnanimitie, temperance  and  iu- 
ftice.Fmgalitie,modeftie,and  fobrietie  in  other  men  may  JldnSoughtto 
be  attributed  either  to  pouertie  or  to  niggardlines,but  in  exceu others, 
a prince  they  cannot  but  be  a note  of  teperance,  I meane, 
when  he  yfeth  goods  modeftly , who  hath  as  much  as  he 
will.  Ancient  men  called  that  prudence  miferable, which 
was  gotte  by  the  experience  of  things,bicaure  it  is  bought 
with  publike  Ioffe  & calamity  .But  fuch  kind  of  experience 
ought  to  be  fartheft  off  from  a Prince,  bicaufe  the  longer 
it  is  a learning,the  greater  caufe  is  it  of  many  euils  vnto  al 
his  people,'  If  Sciph  Africanm  had  reafon  to  fay,  that  this 
fpeech,/ W not  thought  />,did  not  befeem  a wife  man,how 
much  more  vnfeemely  is  it  for  a Prince,  who  cannot  vt- 
terthefamewithouthis  great  harme,  and  greater  to  the 
Common-wealth } For  as  in  a voiage  the  fault  of  a com- 
mon Mariner  (faide  doth  but  little  hurte, 

Tt  iiij  whereas 


^ Oftheinftitution 


The  fault  of  a 
Prince  is  much 
more  hurtfull 
than  that  of  a 
priuateman. 


A prince  ought 
to  be  skilfull  by 
reafon  and  not 
by  vfe. 


whereas  the  flip  of  a Pilot  bringeth  ftiipwracke : fo  in  mo- 
narchies the  o&ncc'of  a priuate  man  is  more  hurtfull  to 
himfelfe  than  to  the  Common-wealth,  but  if  the  prince 
begin  to  faile,he  hurteth  euery  one.  This  is  the  caufe  why 
the  mind  of  a prince  muft  efpecially  be  inftrufted  with 
good  refolutions  & fentcnces,  to  the  end  he  may  be  skil- 
full by  reafon  and  not  by  vfe.  For  then  thecounfel  of  aged 
men  will  fupply  that  experience  of  things  which  is  wan- 
ting in  him . He  muft  be  giuen  to  vnderftand,  that  his  life 
is  in  the  face  of  all  the  world,  that  he  can  do  nothing  that 
will  be  hid, and  therfore  if  he  be  good,it  muft  needs  turne 
to  the  great  benefit  of  many;  if  wricked,  to  their  hurt  like- 
wife  : bicaufe  the  prince  is  always  the  very  portrature  af- 
ter which  fubicdsconformethemfelues.  He  muft  know 


that  the  greater  honour  is  giuen  vnto  him,  the  more  he  is 
to  ftriue  that  he  may  be  woorthie  of  it,  looking  more  to 
hisowTiedoyngs  and  adions,  than  to  the  prayfes  that 
men  giue  him,  which  he  muft  beleeue  and  receiue,  accor- 
ding as  he  behaueth  himfelfe.  For  if  hee  rule  well,  they 
''  are  due  vnto  him ; if  ill, he  is  honoured  and  praifcd,  either 
praifes  thatarc  through  conftraint,or  of  flatterie  ; or  els  it  is  to  (hew  him 
gmeahim.  . y^det  hand  what  he  ought  to  bee . Let  him  know  that  as 
God  hath  placed  the  Sunneandthe  Moone  in  the  hea- 
uens  for  a refemblaunce  of  his  diuinitie  : fo  a prince  is 
the  like  reprefentation  and  light  in  a kingdome,  as  long 
as  he  hath  the  feare  of  GOD,  and  the  obferuation  of 


iuftice  imprinted  in  him  .For  thefe  two  things  make  their 
life  diuine  and  celeftiall,  that  are  placed  in  high  degree  of 
power  and  authoritie:  as  contrary  wife,  the  contempt  of 
~ pietie  and  iuftice,  maketh  it  beaft-like  and  fauage.  As  God 
the  giuer  of  all  things  ftandeth  not  in  needeofany  mans 
feruice- to  receiue  a good  turne  of  him : fo  it  is  the  dutie  of 
• a worthie  prince,  who  reprefenteth  the  figure  of  the  eter- 
Good  precepts  nail  king  , to  profite  euery  one  with-out  refped  of  his 
luXycompa-  owme  commoditie  and  glory  . As  God  is  not  touched 
rifons.  any  affedions  or  paftions , but  ruleth  and  gouer- 

neth  all  thinges  perfedly  by  his  prouidence  : fo  after 
his  example  a prince  laying  afide  the  perturbations 

of 


ofaPrince. 

of  hisfoule  muft  follow  reafon  onely  in  all  his  dooings. 

As  there  is  nothing  more  common  than  the  funne, which 
imparteth  of  hir  light  to  all  the  celeftiall  bodies : fo  a 
Prince  muft  be  alwaies  readyeto  profite  the  Common- 
wealth,and  haue  within  him  the  light  of  wifedome,  to  the 
end  that  if  others  loofe  their  brightnes,  yet  he  may  neuer 
be  ouertaken  with  darknes.AstheSunnewhen  it  is  high- 
eft  in  the  Zodiacke  mooueth  floweft : fo  the  higher  that  a 
Prince  is  lift  vp  in  greatnes  and  aiithoritie,  the  more  gen- 
tle and  gratious  heoughttobe,  keeping  himfelfe  from 
dooing  any  thing  that  befeemeth  nota  Prince.Therefore 
let  him  thinke,that  nothing  is  more  vile  and  abied , than  • 

for  him  that  is  called  a king  and  Prince  of  free  men,  to 
become  a ftaue  to  riot,choler,  couetoufnes,  ambition,  & 
other  vices  oflike  qualitie,  which  are  moft  vile  and  cruell 
maifters.He  muft  be  fo  affefted  towards  his  fubiefts,  as  a 
good  father  of  a familie  is  towards  thofe  of  his  houfhold: 
bicaufe  a kingdome  is  nothing  els  but  a great  familie,and  Akingdomcis 
a King  the  father  of  agreatmaiiy . For  although  he  pafle 
them  in  greatnes  and  authoritie,yetheisof  one  and  the 
fame  kind  with  them,a  man  commanding  men , and  free 
ouer  thofe  that  are  free, not  ouer  beafts  or  flaues,  as  ^ri- 
ftotle  hith  very  well . And  if  he  would  haue  that  excellent 
title, which  we  giue  to  God  the  Prince  of  all  men , calling 
him  Onr-fatherMe  muft  procure  it  not  by  threatnings  and 
feare^butbygooddeedes,  bymeekenes  and  humanitie, 
which  will  ftand  him  in  fteedeof  afure  Card  to  preferue 
hiseftatc . For  the  loueand  loialtieof  his  fubieds  will 
greatly  encreafe  thereby , of  which  the  aifurance  of  Mo-  Mo„Sesde. 
narcniesdependeth  . When  the  nobilitie  2,nd common-  p^^dethofehe 
people  vfe  to  feare,  not  him  , but  for  his  fake  that  com- 
niandeth  them,  thenhefeeth  with  nianyeies,  heareth 
with  many  eares,and  perceiueth  a farre  off  whatfoeuer  is 
one . Let  the  Prince  haue  this  faying  of  Plutarke  alwaies 
engrauen  in  his  fpule  : That  mthingheere  below fleafeth  God 
or  draweth  neerer  to  his  dtuine  nature , than  to  rule  well  in  ‘ 
alliuflice  and  equitie,  which  is  the  chiefeft  charge  of  his  vo- 
cation , and  that  vnto  which  he  is  ftraightly  bound  in  re- 

Iped  ' 
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Oftheinftitution 

fpea  of  his  fubiefts.  For  as  the  fubied  oweth  obedience, 
aide,andreuerenceto  his  Lord : fo  the  Prince  ou'ethm- 
fticc,  defence,  and  protedion,  to  his  fubieds . VVhen  a 
Prince  (heweth  himfelfe  vpright,  indifferent,  and  true  of 
his  word  to  all,  it  is  thegreateft  felicitie  that  can  happen 
to  a Common-wealth,  and  that  which  crowneth  the  Mo- 
narch thereof  with  greater  glorie  and  honour . And  tru- 
ly a Prince  ought  to  be  more  carefull  to  obtaine  th^ 
praife  and  reputation  which  proceedeth  of  goodnes  and 
vertue,  than  that  which  commethof  ftrength  and  pow- 
er . For  as  the  diuine  nature , vnto  which  kings  mult  cn- 
deuour  to  conforme  their  woorks  and  a&ions , excelleth 
all  other  effences  and  natures  chiefly  in  three  things,  that 
is,  in  immortalitie,  power,  and  goodnes : fo  a Prince 
mufl  ftriue  to  exccll  his  fubiedts , not  fo  much  in  the  ini-_ 
niortalitie  of  his  name,  or  in  power,as  in  goodnes,which 
vertue  is  certainly  much  more  venerable , and  draweth 
neerefl:  to  the  diuinitie . For  to  be  incorruptible  and  im- 
mortall,  thefower  Elements, and  the  whole  frame  are 
indued  with  that  qualitie,  asnaturallPhilofophers  main- 
taine.  And  as  for  ftrength  and  power  , earthquakes, 

lightnings, tcmpeftuouswhirlewinds,  floudsand  inun- 
dations of  waters,  are  full  of  force  and  might:  but  no- 
thingis  partaker  of  iuftice,vprightnes,  and  equine,  ex- 
cept it  be  diuine , and  that  by  the  meanes  of  reafon  and 
vnderftanding . So  that  (as  the  fame  PlmarkS^ith)  we  on- 
ly are  capeable  of  that  Good  of  vertue  that  commeth 
from  God.To  be  {hort,let  the  Prince  be  diligently  taught 
whileft  he  is  yoong,  and  labour  to  knowe  how  he  may  a- 
dorne  his  name  with  works  anfwerable  to  thofe  excellent 
Epithits  and  titles , wherewith  /«//«#  Pollux , who  was  go- 
uernour  to  the  Emperour  Commodm  in  his  yoong  yceres, 
fetteth  foorth  a good  king . He  calleth  him  Father  gentle, 

acceptable, mercifuU, prudent, itiH, curteouiti,noble-minde  ,pree, 
acontemner  of  monie,not  fahieBto  pajfions , but  cowman  ingo- 
uer  himfelfe,  one  that  ouercomtneth pleafures , andvfethreajon, 

amckeofiudgement,lharpe,prouident,goodincounfelling,iujl,jo- 

ber, godlj, and  fullofgoodreligion, carefull  ouer  thervelfare of 


of  a Prince.  (Jjl 

meii,conflant,fir»)e,no  deceiuer, minding  great  things, decked  yritb 
<ffhor>tieMriosu,a^mckedsJpatcherefaff^^^^^ 
thoje  r^homehecommandeth,a  Sauiour, ready todo coed,  flow ta 
reuenge,  alwates  one  and  the  fame  without  turning  aftde,  inclining 
greatly  to  tuflice,eafte  to  haue  accefe  vnto,curteotu  in  Jbeech,oen- 
tleto  them  that  haue  to  deale  with  him,plaine,  a louer  ofvertuous 
andvahant  men,who  neuertheles  are  not  defrous  ofwarre  a louer 
ofyeace, a peace-maker,  aprecife  ohferuerthereofhornetocorreEl 
the  manners  of peopleMfullindfchargin^^^^ 
tnnceMmng  knowledge  t o makegood  lawesjhorne  to  profit  euery 
one  And  of  a dmme forme.  A Prince  ofnoble  birth  fliall  feele 
himfclfe  greatly  prouoked  to  defire  and  feeke  after  thefe 
excellent  gifts  and  graces , through  the  confideration  of 
examples  propounded  vnto  him,  concerning  the  hues  & Ex^mpicsof 

Svafter  iZf2riT“' 

ayattennnumerable  agesreuiued  agame  by  meanes  of 
hiltories.  And  it  cannot  be  but  he  will  be  greatly  pricked 
forward  to  conforme  himfelfe  vnto  theni,there^r  to  giue 

like  occafion  to  good  wits, to  write,  finge,andpublifli  his 

praifes.  What  Prince  will  not  biirne  with  a iealous  defire 
of  vertue,whcn  he  heareth  that  the  onely  fame  thereof  in 

^^'^‘^''^allured  and  rauilhed  theeues 
and  robbers  with  fuch  an  admiration,  that  when  they  vn-  ^ 

d^rftood  thathe  wasin  a houfefarfrom  any  towne , they 
did  befetitround.and  as  he  itood  in  his  defence  to  driue 
rtem  away,  they  threw downe  their  weapons,  afliiring 
him’a^f  they  came  thither  onely  to  fee  and  to  reuerence 

What  prince  will  not  be  poflef- 

ftd  with  ioy,when  he  heareth,that  U-fenander  kins  of  the  Menander 
Badrians  wasfo  beloued  of  his  fubiefts  for  hifiuftice 
andvertue,  thatafterhis  death  the  cities  were  in  area? 
contention  which  of  them  fnould  haue  the  honor  of  his 

to  hS'uen'’"  ’ ’ aftf  t he  had  extolled  him 

to  heauen , concludeth  thus : That  the  greateft  happines, 

which- 
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Of  the  office 

vhich  could  come  to  the  Empire, was,  that  the  Gods  tooke  example 
bytheltfeofTraian?  Who  will  not  defirethe  honour  that 
kins^erf/^^^receiued,  when  he  was  fined  byrheEpho- 
ryes  bicaufe  he  had  ftolne  away  the  harts,  and  wonne  the 
lone  of  all  his  Citizens  to  himfelfe  alone  ? Who  will  not 
wi(h  to  haue  the  furname  of  AriHides  the  iufi, zs  diuine  and 
royall  2l  title  2ls  euer  king  could  obtaine , rather  than  as 
many  vfe  to  be  called  Conquer  ours , Befiegers , Thunderers? 
Briefly  ,vnto  thefe  examples  oppofethe  reprehenlion  and 
markeofpcrpetuallinfamie,which  hiftones  fet  vpon  eufll 
Princes,  and  it  cannot  be  but  that  a Prince  well  brought 
vp,and  exercifed  in  the  loue  and  ftudie  of  vertuc , will  be 
very  defirous  to  (hew  foorth  the  fruits  and  effeds  thereof, 
efpecially  if  he  be  well  inllruaed  in  the  feare  of  God, and 
knowledge  of  his  dutie,  whereof  he  fliall  haue  perfedvii- 
derftandinginthelawof  God,  which  he  is  commanded 
by  the  foueraigne  king  of  all  to  haue  with  him,  to  read  in 
it  all  the  daies  of  his  life, and  to  obey  it,to  the  end  he  may 
raigne  happily  in  earth, and  finally  in  heauen. 


Of  the  office  and  dutie  of  a King,  Chap,  60. 

A M A-  A Vguflus  Ctejar  hearing  fome  rehearfe,that  ^ 
N A . iexander  the  great,  after  he  had  finiihed  molt 

^ ^ofhis  conquefts  at  two  andthirtieyeeresof 
age,faid,that  he  tooke  great  care  to  know  what  he  fiiould 
do  afterward  : I rvoonder  ([2Lid  this  wife  Monarch^  at  the 
ffeechofthat  great  Prince,  whereby  it  feemeth  he  thought  that 
there  was  lejfe  to  do  in  well  ordering,  ruling, and preferuing 
Empire  once  entirely  gotten,  than  tn  conquering  the  fame : And 
furely  to  fpeake  truth,  there  is  nothing  more  difficult 
than  to  raigne  well . Moreouer ,it  is  better  for  a Prince  to 
gouerne  prudently , and  to  rule  according  to  his  eliate, 
than  to  inuade  &po(refle  another  mans  countne  ; name- 
ly,if  he  confider,  that  God,  being  fo  gratious  ynto  him  as 
to  bring  innumerable  perfons  vnder  his  obedience,  hat 
chiefly  eftablilhcd  him  tokeepe  them  in  the 


anddutieofaPrince.  <^5  3 • 

and  obferuation  of  true  religion,  to  rule  them  by  good 
law^es, to  defend  tliem  by  armes,  and  in  all  things  to  befo 
careful!  of  their  good,that  they  may  efleeme  of  him.as  of 
their  father  and  flieepeheard  . Nowfeeing  wehanefum- 
manly  intreated  of  the  education  and  inftitution  of  a 
prince  vnder  the  charge  of  a teacher  and  goucrnour^Iet  vs 
in  thisplace  frny  Companions^  confider  ofhis  office  and 
dutie,when  heraigneth  with  full  aiithoritie  ouer  hisfub- 
fubieds. 


V Forafmuch  as  intcgritie  of  religion,  and  the  Ti«good»iii. 
good  will  of  the  people  are  two  principal!  pillers  vponf''’'rY'^ 
which  the  fafetie  ofeuery  Eftate  ftandeth.  the  king  ought  Sg*ti°/of 
to  procure  the  firft, being  therefore  appointed  by  God  o- 
uerlo  many  millions  of  men:  and  the  fecond  without 
doubt  dependeth  of  the  former,  which  is  the  onely  diffe- 
rence betweene  a king  and  a tyrant , who  ruleth  by  con-  ’ 
Itraint.  ^ 


Ach  IT  o B • In  a king  is  leene  the  ordinance  of  God, 
who  IS  the  author  and  preferuer  of  policies,  and  ofeood 
order  Tlierefore  his  feareand  reafon,  muff  neuer  depart 
out  of  his  mind,to  the  end  that  feruing  God,he  may  pro- 
fateall  thofe  that  hue  vnd-er  his  dominion.  But  from  thee 
A s E R weloofce  for  the  difeourfe  of  this  matter. 

A s E R.  The  feuen  Sages  of  Grecia  being  inuited  to 
a feait  by  Penander  prince  of  Corinth , were  requefted  by 
him  to  enter  into  the  difeourfe  of  the  eftate  of  great  men. 
o«4i»fpeaking  firft.faid:  That  afoHeraivnekinq-or  prince  can-  Theiiyingsoi 
nota^  rcaj  froeurc greater  glorie  tobimfe^e  thanhj  makinc  a mcnofCr"'! 
fopularEfiate of hi^OiPouarchj;t\i^th  to  (a.y.  bycommuni- 
eating  his  foueraigne  authoritie  with  his  fubieds . B,as 
fpeakingnext,  faid  : 'Ey  frhmittmg  himfelfefirfi of  alltothe 
tames  of  his  comtrie.  Thales : I account  that  Lord  happie  that  at- 
tamethtooldage^nddiethanaturalldeath.  tAnacharps-Ifhe 
bethemely  trife  man.Cleohulut  :Ifhe  trufl  none  of  thofe  that  are 
out  him . ^ittacus : If  he  he  ahle  topreuaiUfo  much,  that  his 
j^ieSisfeare,nothimMtforhim.  Chiton  ; A Prince  mufl  not  fet 
hi^mndvpon  anytranftorieormortallthing,  hut  vpon  that  which 
u eternallandimmortall.  Periander  concluding  vpon  thefe  o- 

pinions. 


g ^ ^ of  the  office 

pinions  faid,that  all  thefe  fenrences  feemed  to  him  to  dif- 
fwadeamanof  good  iudgement,  from  defiring  at  any 
time  to  command  oner  others.The  Emperoutrr<i/4»  wri- 
Triians  letter  to  ting  to  the  Senate  of  Rome,  amongother  things,  vfed 
the  Senate,  tou-  ygry  vi^ords : I freelj  confejfe  vrttoyoUy  that  face  1 began 

til  dhte  of'  to  taHe  of  the  travels  and  cares  which  this  ImperiaU  Efiate  hrin- 
_ JPrinces.  ^ repented  me  a thonfand  times  that  I teoke  it 

vponme.  Foraf  there  ve great  honor  in  haning  an  Smpirey  there  is 
a/Jo  very  great  paine  and  trauell  in  gonerning  the  fame  • But  oner 

andbeftdesyto  what  enuie  is  he  expofed^and  to  how  many  mtf  things 
To  wlut  falfe  ^ hefubieU  that  hath  others  to goueme  ? If  he  be  iuHjoe  is  called 
Prince  is  fubieft.  cruell : if  pitifull  Joe  is  dejpifed : if  Itber ally  loe  is  thought  to  be  pro- 
digally if  he  laie  vp  monie , he  is  taken  for  couetous : if  he  be  ad^ 
dtHed  to  peace , he  is  fuppofed  to  be  a coward: if  he  be  courage-^ 
om  y he  is  iudged  ambitious : if  graue,  they  will  call  him  proud : if 
arable  andcourteoHsJhe  is  termedjimdle:  iffolitarieyan  hypocrite: 
and  if  he  be  merriCythey  will  fay  he  is  aiJfolute.Ahcv  many  other 
fpeecheSjthis  good  Einperour  concluded,  that  although  he 
willingly  accepted  of  his  eftate  at  the  fafayet  he  was  very  forowful 
afterward  that  he  had  fo great  a charge : bicaufe  the  feaandthe 
* Empire  were  two  plea  fant  things  to  locks  vponybut  peril ous  to  tafi. 

whoufitteftto  DiuineP/^^o  wrote  alfo,  that  none  was  fit  to  gouernean 
Empire , and  to  be  a Prince , but  he  that  commeth  vnto  it 
through  conftraint,  and  againft  his  will . For  whofoeuer 
delirech  the  charge  of  a Prince , it  muft  needes  be , that 
he  is  either  a foole,  not  knowinghow  dangerous  and  full 
of  care  the  charge  of  a King  is : or  if  he  be  a wicked  man, 
that  he  mindeth  nothing  but  how  he  may  raigne  to  fatif^ 
lie  his  pleafureand  priuate  profite , to  the  great  hurt  of 
the  Common-wealth  ; orelfe  if  he  be  ignorant , that  he 
confidercth  nothowheauie  the  burthen  is  which  he  ta- 
keth  vpon  him  . Therefore  a wife  Prince  will  not  thinke 
himfelfe  the  happier,  bicaufe  he  fucceedeth  in  a greater 
Empire  and  kingdome,  but  remember  rather, that  he  lai- 
cth  fo  much  the  more  care  and  paine  vpon  his  Ihoulders, 
and  that  he  beginneth  then  to  haue  leffe  leafure,  leffe  reft 
and  happines  in  palling  away  his  time. In  other  perfons,a 
fault  is  pardoned  in  youth, and  growing  old,  they  are  fu^ 


^55 


anddutieofaPrince. 

fred  to  take  their  eafe.But  he  that  is  Head  of  a Common- 
wealth, bicaufeheis  totrauell  for  all,  muft  be  neyther 
yoongnor  old.  For  he  can-not  commit  a fault  how  Imall 
foeuerit  be,  without  the  hurt  ofmany  men , nor  yet  reft 
from  his  dutie , but  it  will  turne  to  the  miferie  of  his  fub- 
iefts.  This  caufed  the  Philofopherstofay,  that  a Prince 
ought  not  to  dedicate  the  Common- wealth  to  himfelfe 
but  to  addia  himfelf  to  the  Common-wealth,and  for  the 
profit  thereof  alwaies  to  be  diligent, vertuous,and  wife,& 
foto  gouernchis  Empire,  that  he  maybe  able  eafily’to 
glue  a reafon  of  his  charge.  And  bicaufe  no  man  asketh  an-ri,D- 
account  of  him  in  this  life,  heoughttobe  fo  much  the 
more  ftirred  vp  to  demand  a ftraighter  reckoning  of  him-  g "h  “ 
felfc,being  affured  thatthetime  wil  come,  and  that  fpee- 
dily, wherein  he  muft  yeeld  it  vp  before  him,  with,  whome 
there  is  no  refpea  of  Princes,  except  in  this,  that  they  flial 
haue  the  fudge  more  rigorous  againft  them , that  haue  a- 
bufed  greater  power  and  authority.  To  begin  therfore  to 
handle  the  duty  and  office  of  a Prince  : firft.he  muft  haue  Thcfirfland 
the  lawe  of  God  continually  before  his  eies  t he  muften-  ofSletm 
graueitinhisfoulc, and  meditate  vponthe  wordesand  ^auetheUwof 
ordinances  thereof , all  the  dayes  of  hisIife,defirin<Jof 
God  to  graunthimthe  fpirite  of  vnderftanding  to  con-  Pfain?. 
ceiue  them  well , and  according  to  that  diuine  rule  to  di- 
reft  all  his  intents  and  adions  to  the  glorie  of  that  great 
eternall , aiid  Almightye  Kinge  of  Kinges : afwell  for  the 
laluation  of  hisowne  foule,  which  he  ought  to  prefe>-rc 
before  the  rule  of  the  whole  worlde:  as  for  the  good  of 
thofe  that  are  committed  to  his  charge  to  gouerne,  teach 
and  ludge  them  . Fork  is  mofte  certaine,  that  of  the 
knowlcdgeof  the  truth  in  the  Prince  his  hart,  all  good 
order  of  his  Eftate  dependeth  : and  that  his  pietie  isof  mepMcof 
great rorce  toaw'akenhis  fubieds in  their  dutie:  name-  the  prince  is  of 
ly,  when  they  fee  him  followe  and  cleaue  to  true' re- 
Jigion  without  fainingand  diffimulation  . Thereforehe  '!'g'*c'nvpto 
muft  carefully  prouide,  that  falfe  dodrines,  herefies, 
blafphemies  agaynft  the  name  of  G O D and  his  truth 
with  otheroftenccs  in  matters  of  religion,  be  not  open! 
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If  broached  & fowne  amongft  the  people , but  that  fomc 
publike  forme  of  ChrilUan  religion  may  alwaies  be  feene 
inhis  kingdome,  which  is  the  fure  foundation  of  euery 
well  eftabliihed  Monarchy.  But  heerein  that  which  I faid 
before,is  diligently  to  be  noted  : namely,  that  the  Prince 
through  wifedome  craued  before  at  the  hands  of  God, 
The  Prince  muft  affured  of  his  diuine , iuft , and  eternall  will, 

rciigbnhr  " and  according  to  that , take  order  that  true  pietiemay 
maincaincthis  not  be  pubUkely  violated  and  polluted  by  an  vncorrec- 
God.  ° ted  libertie  . N^xt,  we  will  briefly  comprehend  all  thofe 
points,  vt^ich  ancient  men  both  Philofophers  and  Chri- 
The  duties  of  a ftians  haue  required  in  an  abfolute  and  perfed  Prince,  in 
SedTnXce  ^^tec  priiicipall  duties  and  adions:  that  is,in  ruling, iud- 
poLl ""  ging  and  in  defending . He  muft  rule  by  good  lawes,  and 
by  good  example ; iudge  by  wifedome , prouidence  , and 
iufticejand  defend  by  prowes, care, and  vigilancie . Thefe 
duties,  that  excellent  greek  Orator  and  Philofopher 
<rates  feemeth  to  haue  coiiertly  contained  in  thefe  words, 
which  he  wTote  to  Nicocles  the  Prince  ; Thumay^roouevn- 
mcntfwh^cIT  ^0  thee  that  thouhafi  raignedwell^if  thou  feeft  that  the peop/e, 
he  prooucth  die  xvhtch  PS Jfihie^Vfito  tlsec  , evereafe  in  ntodeftie  and  xvealth  vndeT 
thygouermnent , For  good  Iwes,  inTiicf,  and  good  example  of life, 
make  fubie^s  better, andprtidence  ioinrd  mth  fortitude  andprorv- 
£s,richer,Now  that  a good  Princef  I call  him  good  and  iuft 
that  imploieth  all  his  power  to  be  fuch^a  one,  being  ready 
to  fpend  his  bloud  and  life  for  his  people)  may  attainc 
to  thefe  excellent  qualities , his  loue,  and  affedion  to- 
Aprincemud  wards  his  fubieds,is very  neceflarie,  as  thatwhich  is  able 
iouciiisfubieas.  indiffoluble  bond  of  mutuall  goodwill 

. betweene  them  & him  , which  is  oneof  the  fureft  meanes 
to  maintaine  great  Eftatesand  Monarchies. Next,he is  to 
vefoTmadon  at  begin  the  good  ordering  of  his  Eftate  at  himfelfe,  and  re- 
forme  firft  of  all,alldiforderin  his  owne  life  and  maners, 
& corred  thofe  things  that  are  moft  fecrete  in  his  court : 
knowing  that  from  thence  forward  he  muft  liue’as  it  were 
in  an  open  Theater , where  he  is  feene  on  euery  fide,  fo 
that  his  life  will  be  a difeipline  and  inftrudion  of  good  or 
ill  liuingvnto  others . Therefore  let  himftriue  to  excell 
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thofe  whom  he  ruleth , & to  furmount  them  as  far  in  ver- 
mes,as  he  furpaffeth  them  in  riches  & honor .Amongft  al 
thoie  that  followehim , hemuftalwaies  haue  the  vvifeft  **''"!‘®*'*"* 
next  his  perfon,&  cal  others  from  al  parts  neere  vnto  him, 
not  refufing  or  contemning  any  man  of  skill  & reputati- 
on. He  muft  often  heare  them,  learne  of  them,  & being  a 
ludge  amonglt  fuch  as  are  lefle  skilfull,ftriue  to  go  beyod 

the  beft  learned  through  diligence  and  ftudye  . By  which 
kind  ofexercifes  he  ihal  knowe  how  to  gouerne  the  eftate 

of  his  kingdom  vprightly,  & cannot  but  do  fuch  things  as 

are  praife-woorthy.And  forafmuch  as  common  tranquil- 
lity & publike  quietnes  is  one  principal  end  ofciuil  focie- 
tie,thefirfl:duty  ofa  good  king  towards  his  fubiefts 
inaintaine  them  in  peace  & concord . Foritisvnpoflible  SSb- 
thata  Common-wealth  fhouldflouri(liinreligion,iuftice, 
charitie,integrity  of  life:  briefly,in  all  things  necelTary  for 
the  preieruation  therofjif the  iubiet^s  enioy  not  an  excee- 
ding great  &aflured  peace.  Let  the  Prince  then  without 
intermiffion,  feeke after  thefafeft  meanes  to  keepe  his 
kmgdome  in  quietnes  & reft : let  him  deliuer  his  fubieds 
from  calamitie:  let  him  be  careful  of  al  things  which  insy  ^00*^  pf  cceptfi 
be  profitable  & commodious  vnto  them,  & let  him  com- 
mand  them  with  mildnes,&  teach  them  obedience  by  the 
vprightnes  ofhiscommandements.Lethim  not  fiiffer  his 
people  to  beouer  infolent,  nor  yet  to  be  troden  vnder 
footeand  oppreffed : but  let  him  take  order,  that  fuch  as 
are  moft  honeft  may  be  preferred  to  honors  & offices , & 
that  the  reft  may  not  any  way  be  wronged.  He  muft  alter 
thofeciuill  lawes  and  cuftomsofliuing,  which  beingill  e- 
ftablilhed,  are  preiudiciall  to  his  iubie<5ls , and  ordaine  all  vvhatmanner 
iuftand  profitablelawes,  agreeing  with  themfelues,  and  SabS 
luch  as  breeding  but  fewefuites  among  his  people,  inay 
■briefly  iudge  and  decide  them  according  to  right  and  e-"”'*’ 
quitie.In  this  point  a good  Princemuftvfe  great  care  and 
diligence  that  iuftice  may  be  well  adminiftred,  to  the  pre- 
feruationofeuery  mans  right,  and  to  the  puniflimentof 
the  wicked. This  is  that  which  the  fpirite  of  God  fo  often 
commandeth : namely,  to  execute  iud^ement  andrighteouf-  lerem.ii  5. 
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nesttodeliuerthe  cfpTeffed  jrow  the  hands  of  the  epprejjor , notta 
vexe  the JitangeTsthe  fathetleSi  not  the  wtdottf  to  doe  no  violence^ 
nor Jhed innocent  blood . And  thefe  felfe  fame  things  muft  he 
cauie  to  be  obferued  by  them  titat  are  appointed  to  exet- 
. cifeiufticeinhis  name  . Which  bicaufeit  was  negleded 
by  many  kings,  they  loft  both  life  and  kingdome , as  we 
PhiiiPioft  hk  read  of  Phillip  king  of  Macedonia.a  very  mild  Prince, and 
lifebicaufche  excellent  nature , who  was  neuertheles  ftaine  by 

dda.pd.un.ee.  ^ delaied  a long  time  to  let  him  haue 

right  and  iuftice,  concerning  an  iniurie  which  an  other 
Demetrius  had  offered  him . Demetrius  alfo  loft  his  kingdome , bi- 
threwthefup-  caufe he could not  abide  tohearehis  fubietSs,  butefpe- 
fuWe&iatoa  ” cially  for  this  matter . One  day  when  many  fupplications 
wacei.  were  prefented  vnto  him , he  put  them  into  the  plaites 
of  hiscloake,  andpaffingouer  a bridge  he  threwe  them 
all  into  the  water,  and  would  not  once  vouchfafe  to  read 
them  : whereupon  the  people  being  filled  with  indignati- 
on,rebelled  againft  him . On  the  other  fide,a  good  Prince 
. ought  freely, and  atall  howersof  theday, to  heare  the 

complaints  of  hisfubieds,  and  to  prouide  thereafter , as 
one  that  is  truly  zealous  of  iuftice,  clemencie , and  good- 
nes,  which  are  rather  diuine  than  humane  qualities,  and 
moft  proper  to  him  that  will  conforme  himfelfe  afmuch 
as  may  be  fas  it  becommeth  him)  tothatheauenlyever- 
tue,  which  is  alwaiesiuft  and  ihercifull , and  ( as  Tlutarke 
faith)  ruleth  all  things  without  compulfion , mollifieng 
the  necelTitieof  obeying  by  admonition  and  perfwafion 
of  reafon.  Nothing  is  more  conuenientforaSoueraigne 
than  gentlenes , for  a Prince  than  clemencie , for  a King 
than  mercie : and  yet  feueritie  and  rigour  of  iuftice  are  no 
leffe  neceffarie  ornaments , for  the  difeharge  of  his  dutie, 
Aptiucemuft  and  the  good  ofhis  fubiefts.Therfore  in  that  which  con- 
rin“*e‘S  cerneth  diuine  and  naturall  right,  & the  puniflnnent  efta- 
peffounofthe  blilhed  fot  the  tranfgreffion  therof,he  muft  alwaies  vfe  iu- 
ofn»iK ft'ce,and  beware  leaft  his  facilirie  in  granting  fauor  & dif- 

* ' penfations,makehimapromoterofeuill,whichfas5<’«f- 

ca  faith)  if  heleaue  vnpuni{hed,is  transferred  vnto  hispo- 
fteritic.  But  when  the  Prince  onely  is  offended  through 

fome 


’ and  dutic  of  a Prince.  ^ 5 p 

fome  light  contemptjor  excufable  breach  of  his  Edi(51:s,  it 
cannot  but  be  commendable  in  him  to  vfe  pardon  & pi-  vvhcnitiscom- 
tie.Thefe  are  thofe  ftrong  and  mighty  chaines,  which  (as 
2)/W  raidto  Dw^/^fthekingof  Syracufa)  will  preferue  m«cTc. 
his  kingdom  in  a happy,  flourifliing  and  peaceable  eftate, 

I meane  goodnes  and  iiiftice . For  force, feare,&  the  mul- 
titude of  his  gard,aflure  not  the  eftate  of  a Prince  fo  well, 
as  the  good  wil,aftedion,fauour,and  loue  of  his  fubieds, 
which  he  may  obtaine  by  goodnes  and  iuftice.  They  one-  How  a Prince 
ly(faid  CMarcm  (iAnrelim  inftruding  hisfonnej  are  to  jpayFcfcruehis 
hold  a kingdom  long  time  without  danger,  who  by  good  gieftS^ 
behauiour  and  iuft  dealing  imprint  in  the  harts  of  their  'vichouc  danger. 
fubieds,nota  feareof  their  power,  but  a mutuall  louc 
of  their  vertue  . For  thofe  fubieds  are  to  bee  fufpeded 
that  ferue  through  conftraint  and  extremitie , not  they 
that  obey  being  mooued  with  reafon  and  gentlenes. 

Thefe  holie  precepts  werefo  well  put  in  pradice  by  this  Marcus  Aurc. 

good  Emperour  Marcus  Aurelius^ihdX  all  his  fubieds  had  flood  not 

very  eafieacceftevnto  him  : infomuch  that  albeit  he  were  fubica^^^* 

a great  Monarch , yet  he  neuer  had  any  gard,  no  not  fo 

much  as  a Porter  to  his  Pallace . Likewife  king  Numa  put  Numa  refufed 

from  him  thofe  three  hundred  Archers,  which  Romulus 

vied  to  haue  for  his  gard  i laying,  that  he  would  notdi-  whichRomuius 

ftruft  that  people  which  put  their  truft  in  him  , nor  com- 

mand  oner  that  people  that  diftruftedhim.  Tothispur- 

pofe,when  Plato  fawethe  aboue-named  Dhnyfius  com-  Plato  his  fpecch 

pafted  about  with  many  fouldiours  of  his  Gard  he  fayd 

vntohim.  What?  Haft  thou  committed  fo  many  euils,  ** 

that  thou  ftandeft  in  neede  of  fuch  a Gard  of  armed  fel- 

lo  wes Nowe  it  is  moft  certaine , that  the  obedience  of 

the  fubied  fpringeth  and  proceedeth  from  the  loue  of  his 

Lord,as  alfo  that  the  loue  of  the  Lord  increafeth  through 

the  obedience  of  the  fubied.  Butbicaufethewickednes 

of  men  is  fo  great  at  this  day,  that  they  which  ftriue  to  be 

very  gratious,  are  contemned  and  defpifed , it  is  very  ne- 

ceifary  that  the  Prince  fliould  fliewfoorth  a certaine  kind 

of  grauitie  and  feueritie,  and  according  to  the  times,  pla-  Crauiric  andfe- 

ces,perfons,and  occafions  that  are  offred,  caufe  his  pow- 
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- er  and  the  maieftieof  his  commandements  to  bepercei- 

A principle  in  ued,bcing  alwaks  the  ftronger  : bicaufe  in  matter  of  E- 
Iiatemattcrs.  ftate  a man  may  holde  this  for  an  vndoubted  principle, 
that  he  is  maifter  of  the  eftate,  who  is  maifter  of  the  for- 
ces .Thus  the  gentlenes  of  the  Prince  accompanied  with 
feueritie,his  bountie  mingled  with  rigor,  and  his  facilitie 
' with  aufteritie  will  be  the  meanes  that  his  vertue  (Jiall  at- 
harmSuiu.  ^ liarmonical  iuftice, which  diftributeth  vprightly 

fticc.  that  which  appertaineth  to  euery  one:  reward  to  whome 

reward,  & puniihment  to  whome  puniihment  belongeth. 
From  thefe  duties  & offices  of  a good  Prince  towards  his 
fubieds, already  mentioned,  proceedeth  the  fatherly  care 
which  he  hath  of  their  profperitie  in  the  preferuation  & 
encreaie  of  their  comodities  & riches,  fo  far  off  is  he  from 
all  headlong  defire  to  inuade  & fpoile  them  . He  confide- 
What  authority  a although  he  hath  authoritie  & power  o- 

aPrincehatho-  uet  the  goods  of  his  fubicds , yet  not  in  fuch  fort  as  he 
hath  ouer  his  owne  demaine,or  as  if  the  proprietie  therof 
belonged  to  him,  but  only  to  this  end  to  demand  aide  & 
fuccor  for  the  good  & profit  of  the  Com  mon- wealth. 
mer  bringing  in  Achilles  offring  great  iniuries  to  Agamem^ 
»^>«,againfi:  whome  he  was  foreincenfed,  faith  that  he  cal- 
led him  DeHonrer  of  the  people : and  contrariwife , when  he 
would  in  other  places  praife  the  king , he  termeth  him 
Sheepheard  of  the  people.  And  truly  they  arc  vnworthy  of  the 
title  of  Prince,  that  lending  their  eares  to  fuchasinuent 
new  fubfidies,impofe  them  daily  on  their  fubieds : & ha- 
uing  againft  all  humanitie  fpoiled  them  of  their  goods  & 
richeSjConfume  them  miferably  vpon  pleafures,  or  cruel- 
ly in  warre,when  they  might  afwel  fuffer  their  poore  fub- 
ieds  to  Hue  in  peace.  When  tJMarctu  Antonins  was  in  Afia, 
he  doubled  the  taxe,  and  laid  a fecond  charge  vpon  them, 
that  he  might  haue  wherewith  to  furnifli  his  immoderate 
Hebrcasfrec  expenccs  . The  Eftates  of  the  Countrie  fent  Hehreas 
inr"eproomng  to  (hewc  him  howe  the  cafe  ftoode  with  them , who  v- 
Antonius.  f^ng  a maruellous  freedome  of  fpeech , fpake  vnto  him 
in  this  manner . If  thou  wilt  haue  power  to  laye  vp- 
pon  vs  two  taxes  in  one  yeere  , thou  muff  alfo  haue 
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power  to  giiie  vs  two  Summers  and  two  Autumns,  two 
Haruefts  and  two  Vintages.  Further, he  added  this: 

Afia  hath  paied  thee  200000.  Talents  rthat  was  fix  fcore 
miluons  of  gold^  if  all  this  fummc  came  not  into  thyco- 
fers,  call  them  to  account  that  haue  receiuedit.  Butif 
thou  haft  receiued  it,and  yet  haft  nothing  left,  we  are  caft 
away  and  vndone.Thefe  words  ought  to  be  well  noted  of 
aprudent  Prince,  that  he  may  throughly  confider  with 
himfelle , and  keepe  a regifter  of  all  that  is  leauied  of  the 
poore  people  in  his  name,  leaftfome few  about  him  fat 
themfelues  with  the  oppreflion  and  ouerthrow  of  many 
asit  commonlyfallethout:  and  let  him  be  fo  carefull  of 
the  blood  and  fubftance  of  that  bodie  wherof  he  is  head 
that  he  profit  all  the  members  equally. £:ifcfe>/crieth  out 
I L deuoure  the  fubftaunce  of  their 

Vaflals  by  loanes  and  taxes . ^tollonim  faith,  that  the  eold  some  gold 
which  IStakenfrom  TnKiVAc  ktr  : -i  vileandba 
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which  IStakenfrom  fubiefts  by  tyrannie' is  more  vile 

than  iron , bicaufe  It  IS  wet  with  the  teares  of  their  poore 

lubiefts . yirtaxerxes  faid,that  it  was  a great  deale  more 
feemeher  for  the  Maieftie  of  a king  to  giue , than  to  take 
by  polling.and  tocloath  than  to  vncIoath;theone  belon- 

Kings,  vnlesthey 

will  falfifie  and  ftaine  their  name.  King  Brntui  fent  for  all 
the  gouernors  of  the  Prouinccs  vnder  his  fubieftion,  and 
enquired  of  them  among  other  things,whcther  the  taxes  SedhlS; 
and  tributes  were  not  too  excelTiue:  whereunto  when 

they  made  anfwere  that  they  thought  them  moderate,  he 

prefently  commanded  that  they  fliould  raife  but  the  one 

liafte  thereof : efteeming  the  loue  of  his  fubieas  a richer 

rreafure  than  all  the  heapes  of  gold,which  he  might  haue 

gathered.  We  may  not  heere  forget  to  propound  to  kings 

the  example  of  that  good  king  S.  heroes  the  ninth  of  that  t„v«theo 

name,  who  was  the  firft  that  raifed  a taxe  in  his  kingdom,  --  wiiiu. 

but  It  was  onely  by  way  of  a neceflarie  fubfidie  during  the  Sanl"'"''" 

warre.  not  vfing  it  as  an  ordinarie  receite . Direding  his 

fpccch  to  ^hilif  his  eldeft  fonne,and  fiicceftbr,  he  vttered 

thele  wordsin  his  Teftament , which  is  yet  to  be  found  in 

the  treaforie  of  France,  andisregiftredinthe  Chamber 
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Liberalicie  no* 
cefTaric  in  a 
Prince. 


The  difference 
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ward and  a be- 
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AKingmuft  be 
as  good  as  Ins 
word. 


The  faying  of 
Thcopoinpus. 


Of  the  office 

of  accounts.Bc  deuout  in  the  feruice  of  God,  haiie  a piti- 
full  and  charitable  hart  towards  the  poore , and  comfort 
them  with  thy  good  deedes  . Obferuethe  good  lawesof 
thy  kingdom : take  no  raxes  nor  beneuolences  of  thy  fub- 
ieas,vnles  vrgent  iiecefTitie,  &euidenc  commoditie  force 
thee  vnto  it, and  then  vpon  a iuft  caiife,and  not  vfually  : if 
thoudoeft  othervrife,  thou  (halt  not  be  accounted  a king, 
but  a tyrant,&c.I  leaue  the  reft  of  the  claufes  in  his  Tefta- 
ment.Moreouer,liberalitie  wcl  vfed,as  we  haue  elf-where 
handled  the  rame,is  a very  comely  ornament  for  aPrince. 
Socrates  faid,that  it  was  the  dutie  of  a good  king  to  be  be- 
neficiall  to  his  friends , andof  hisenimies  to  makegood 
friends,  to  which purpofe  nothing  willhelpe  him  more 
than  liberaiitie. Neither  muft  he  be  only  liberal, but  mag- 
nifical  alfoand  rumptuous,prouidedai  wales  thatof  mag- 
niiical,he  become  not  prodigal, which  would  foone  make 
him  an  exactor, and  in  the  end  a tyrant.  But  a loueraigne 
Prince  muftefpecially  haueaneieto  this,that  the  rewards 
of  vertue  due  to  woorthy  men  be  preferred  before  all  his 
gifts  and  good  turncs , and  that  he  recompcnce  fuch  as 
haue  deferuedany  thing,  before  he  giueto  them  that 
haue  deferued  nothing  . For  an  vngratefuil  Prince  will 
hardly  retaine  an  honourable  and  vertuous  man  any 
long  time  in  his  fcriiice.  Neither  istheeftimation  ofa  re- 
ward, and  of  a good-turne  ail  one  : bicaufe  a reward  is 
ginen  for  deferc,  and  a benefite  by  grace. Berides,a  Prince 
muft  be  alwaics  true,  and  as  good  as  his  promife,thac 
men  may  giue  greater  crediteto  his  bare  word , than  to 
another  mans  oath . For  it  ought  to  bee  as  an  Oracle, 
which  loofeth  his  dignicie,  when  men  haue  conceiiied 
fuch  an  cuill  opinion  of  him,that  he  may  not  be  beleciied 
vnles  he  fweare.  And  if  he  pawne  his  faith  at  any  tirne,he 
muft  account  it  facred  and  inuiolable  ; bicaufe  faith  is 
the  foundation  and  ftaie  of  iufticc,  vpon  which  the  eftate 
of  great  men  is  grounded,  as  we  difeourfed  clfe-wherc. 
That  faying  of  TheopomfHs  King  of  Sparta,  is  alfo  to  be 
well  noted  by  the  Prince . When  a ftiende  ot  his  asked 
Iiim  how  a king  might  keepe  his  kingdome  in  faferie , he 

anfwered: 


and  dutie  of  a Prince. 


anfwered  : grantwg  libertie  to  his  friendes  fieefy  to  teJl 

him  the  truth.  He  muft  take  their  aduice  in  doubfull  mat- 
ters^that  he  may  gouern  his  eftate  more  affuredly,waigh- 
ingandiudgingof  their  opinions  with  great  prudence. 

Neither  muft  he'thinke  them  his  beft  feruants  that  praife 
all  his  Payings  and  dooings,  but  thofe  that  with  modeftie  betweeL'Vafth- 
reprooue  his  faults  ; he  muft  difeerne  wifely  betweene 
them  that  cunningly  flatter  him  ^ and  thofe  that  loue  and 
feme  him  faithfully, that  wicked  men  may  not  be  in  grea- 
ter credite  with  him  than  good  men . For  this  caufe  al- 
fo  he  muft  carefully  enquire  after  his  houftiold  feruants 
and  familiar  friends , that  he  may  knowe  them  well : bi- 
caufe  all  other  men  will  take  him  to  be  fuchaoneasthey 
are  with  whome  he  conuerfeth  ordinarily.  0/mKing 
of  Egypt  had  for  his  Armes  a Scepter  with  an  eye  in  the 
toppe  of  it  .-noting  thereby  the  wifedome  that  ought  to  wifedomcfici 
be  in  a king:  namely  ^ that  it  belongcth  not  to  one  that 
wandereth  out  of  his  way  to  dired others ,t hat  feeth  not, 
to  guide  j that  knoweth  nothing,  to  teach,  and  that  will 
not  obeye  reafon , to  command . Likewife  in  all  his  adi- 
eus he  muft  vfe  reafon  as  a heauenlie  guide , hauing  cha- 
fed away  the  perturbations  of  his  foule,  and  efteeme  it  a 
greater  and  more  royall  matter  to  command  himfelfe, 
than  others  . He  muft  thinke  that  it  is  the  true  and  pro- 
per offlcc  of  a king  not  to  fubmit  him-felfe  to  his  plea- 
fures,  but  to  containe  his  ownc  affedions  rather  than  Jquifi7eTn*^a 
hisfubieds.  Further,  he  muft  vfe  to  takepleafurein  thofe  Prince, 
exercifes,  which  may  procure  him  honour,  and  caufe 
him  to  appeere  better  to  the  worlde  . He  muft  not  feeke 
for  reputation  in  vile  things,  which  men  of  bafe  eftate  Prince  muft  vfe. 
and  naughtie  behauior  commonly  prad:ire,biit  follow  af- 
ter vertueonely,  wherein  wicked  perfons  haue  no  paiu 
Let  him  remember  alwaiesthat  he  is  a King,  and  there- 
fore that  he  muft  ftriue  to  doe  nothing  vuwoorthie  fo 
high  a dignitie , but  continue  his  memorie  by  valiant  and 
noble  ads . This  is  that  wherein  one  of  the  wife  Interpre- 
ters knew  wel  how  to  inftrud  K.  Ptolemy^  who  demanded 
of  him  how  he  might  behaue  himfelfe , that  neither  idle- 
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Of  the  office  and  durie  of  a Prince. 

nesnor  pleafures  might  diftrad  him  . It  is  (^faidhe)  m 
thine  owne  power,  as  long  as  thou  commandeft  ouera 
great  kingdome,  and  haft  fo  many  great  affaires  to  ma- 
nage continuallyjWhich  will  not  fuffer  thee  to  diftrad  thy 
mind  vpon  other  matters  . If  priuate  men,  borne  to  ver- 
tue,are  willing  many  rimes  to  die,that  they  may  purchafe 
honour:  much  more  ought kinges to  doethofe  thinges 
which  will  procure  them  honour/care, and  eftimation  e- 
uery  where,  during  their  life,&  alfo  through  their  bright- 
nes  fliine  a great  while  after  their  death  . Moreouer , a 
prince  muft  be  warlike, and  skilfull  in  warfare,  prouiding 
carefully  all  things  neceftarie  for  warre , and  yet  he  muft 
loue  peace,- and  vfurpe  nothing  that  belongeth  to  ano- 
ther man  contrary  to  right,  nor  enter  into  warre,  but  to 
repell  violence  inextreame  neceflitie  . Aboue  all  things 
he  muft  feare  ciuill  diflentions,  as  moft  pernitious  to  his 
EftatCjand  take  aduice  prudently  concerning  the  meanes 
w^herby  all  occafions  of  their  entrance  may  be  taken  from 
his  people.  Heerein  learning  will  helpe  him  well,and  the 
knowledge  of  hiftories , which  fet  before  his  eies  the  ad- 
uentures  that  hauc  befallen  both  fmall  and  great,  and  cal 
to  his  remembrance  the  times  paft , whereby  he  may  bet- 
ter prouide  for  the  time  to  come.  Vnto  which  if  he  addc 
the  counfell  of  wife  men,  as  we  haue  already  touched,  he 
fliallknowc  more  perfedly  whatfoeuer  concerneth  the 
goodofhiseftate.  But  aboue  all  hemuftknowe  howe  to 
make  choice  of  men  , and  not  thinke  them  wife  that  dif- 
pute  curioLifly  of  fmall  things,  but  thofe  that  fpeake  very 
aptly  of  great  matters . Neither  let  him  account  thofe 
men  beft,and  worthieft  of  credite,that  haue  gotten  moft 
authoritie , but  trie  and  iudge  them  by  their  profitable 
works : namely,  if  he  fee  that  they  giue  him  wife  and  free 
coiinfell, according  as  occafions  concurre,and  affaires  re- 
quire : and  then  let  him  alwaies  with  fpeed  execute  thofe 
things,which  by  their  counfell  hefindeth  good  and  ne- 
ceffary.  For  the  conclufion  therefore  of  ourprefent  dif- 
courfcjwe  will  comprehend  the  office  and  dutieofagood 
Prince  in  fewe  words ; namely,  if  he  feme  God  in  finceri- 

tie 
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tieandpuritieofhart,  if  he  inquire  diligently  after  the 
truth  of  his  word,  and  caufe  his  fubiefts  to  liue  thereaf- 
ter: ifheprouide  for  their  profit,  redrefle  their  miferies 
and  eafe  them  of  oppreflion,exaifion  and  polling  . If  he 
be  pliable  to  heare  the  requefts  & complaints  of  the  left, 
indifferent  and  moderate  in  anfwering  them,  ready  to  di- 
ftribute  right  to  eucry  one,  by  propounding  revrard  for 
vertue  and  punifhment  for  vice.  If  he  be  prudent  in  his  ' 
enterprifes,boldin  his  exploits, modeft  in  profperitie,  c6- 
ftant  m aduerlitie,ftedfaft  in  word. wife  in  counfail : brief- 
ly, ifhegouerneinfuchfort,  and  raigne  fo  well,  that  all 
his  fubieds  may  haua  what  to  imitate,  and  ftraungers  to 
commend,  ^ 

Theend^ofthefifteemhdaiesworkf, 
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Ofii  C ounce  11,477(1  Counpiflors  ofeftate* 

Chaft  6i* 

s ^ ^ ode  pan  the  Emperor  faid, 

^ That  the  condition  of  Princes 


TPds  wtferaible  and  dangerous , ^ common  mi 
Hicanfi  they  were  'commonly  tStfof"' 
^ deceiued  bj  them  vohome  they  P'^inces. 

I trufted  mofi, being  themfelues 
^ almoft  always s fhut  vf  in  their 
^ fallac  es  ,and  vnderftandingno 
. ,,  , ^ore  of  their  affatres^thdtheir  ' 

mmfters  would  declare  vnto  them,  who  confult  many  times  toai- 
ther  how  they  may  difguife  the  truth  of  their  eflate  * For  this 

caufe 


OfaCouncell, 

counrciiot!  are  csufc  although  it  be  neceffarie  for  a prince  to  haue  many 
cheeies&  cares  eycs  andearcs , for  which  intent  we  fay  that  his  counfel- 
eia  Prince.  ferue,yet  he  muft  looke  himfelfe  as  much  as  he  can  e- 

uen  to  the  depth  of  his  affaires.  And  truly  it  belongeth  to 
thedombe,  blind  and  deafe,  to  fpeake,  fee  and  heare  no- 
thing, but  by  the  mouth,  eies,  and  eares  of  other  men. 
But  in  thofe  things  wherein  the  prince  is  conftrained  to 
relie  vpon  an  other  mans  report,  he  muft  vfe  great  pru- 
dence to  difcerne  flatterers  and  difguifers  of  matters, who 
whatcounfeU  ate  not  touched  but  only  with  their  priuate  profite,  from 
Is  W tocesr  mooued  with  the  zeale  of  publike  benc- 

fite , and  of  his  feruice,  and  vfe  thefc  men  in  matters  of 
coimfell , which  is  moft  neceffarie  for  the  found  prefer- 
uationofaleftates.  And  in  deede  there  was  neucr  anye- 
ftatebutvfed  counfell  and  counfellors  in  theeftablilhing^ 

" and  gouernment  thereof,  as  we  may  vnderftand  more  of 
you  my  companions,  if  you  thinke  good  to  difcouife  of 
this  matter. 

A M A N A,  Counfell  Socrates)  is  a facred  thing, 
as  T^Uto  calleth  it, the  anchor  of  the  whole  city,wher- 

«icic.  by  it  is  faftnedand  ftayed,as  afliippein  the  water.Yea,all 

the  great  and  goodly  exploites  of  armes  and  lawes,are  no- 
thing elfc  but  the  execution  of  a wife  councell.  ^ 

Aram.  Counfell  (faith  the  fame  T^kto)  hath  the  felf- 
The  cxcciicncic  fame  place  in  a common-wealth  that  the  foule  and  head 
of  counfell.  hath  in  liuing  crcatures.  For  the  vnderftanding  is  inhi- 

fed  into  the  foule , and  fight  and  hearing  are  placed  in 
the  head : fo  that  the  vnderftanding  being  ioined  to  thefe 
two  goodly  fenfes,and  reduced  into  one,  preferiieth  eiie- 
ry  thing. But  of  thce(Ac  h it  o B.)we  expert  a w’holedif- 
courfe  vpon  this  matter. 

Ac  HIT  OB.  AllCommon-wealthsconfiftchieflieof 
All  common-  two  things,  of  couiifell  & of iiidgement,according  to  the 
wealths  confiii  difpofitioii  of  which , thcaftaircsofthe  eftateare  well  or 
ill  handled.  Therefore  to  enter  into  this  matter  here  pro- 
pounded, and  to  leaue  iudgements  tobe  confidered  of 
hereafter , we  muft  firft  know  that  the  ordinarie  Councell 
of  an  eftatc , which  the  Ancients  commonlie  called  a Se- 
nate, 


andofCoun/ailors. 

nate,  is  the  lawfull  affemblie  ofcounrellorsofeftate,  to  whacacouncci 
giue  aduife  to  them  that  hauefoueraigne  powder  in  euery  is. 
Common- vveakh.  When  we  fay  a lawfull  afTemblie,  iti*s 
to  be  vnderkood  of  that  power  which  is  giuen  vnto  them 
by  the  foueraigne  to  meete  togither  in  time  and  place  ap- 
poynted.  And  where  as  we  call  them  counfeilors  of  e- 
fiare,  icistodiftinguifli  them  from  other  counfeilors  and 
officers,  who  are  often  called  to  giue  aduife  to  Princes, 
euery  one  according  to  his  vocation  and  qualitie,  and  yet 
are  neyther  counfeilors  of  ekate,  nor  ordinarie  coun- 
feilours  . Of  this  councell  all  the  reft  of  the  publike  go- 
uernment  dependeth,  and  by  this  all  the  partes  of  the  councell. 
Common- wealth  are  tied,  vnited,  and  knitte  togither, 
through  that  direction  of  religion,  iuftice,  warrc,  trea- 
ftires,  lawes,  magiftrates  and  maners  which  proceedeth 
from  it.  Therefore  the  Senate  is  very  well  called  by  Gee-  Acouncdior 
ro,  thefoule,  reafon,  and  vnderftanding  of  a Common-  ro"ieof  the^ 
wxakh  : whereby  he  meaneth,  that  it  can  no  more  bee  common-wekli. 
maintainedwithoutacounccll,than  a bodie  with-out  a 
foule,  or  a man  without  reafon  . TheHebrewes  likewife  TheHebrewes 
called  the  councell  a foundation  where-upon  all  goodly 
and  commendable  adions  are  built,  and  without  which 
all  enterprifes  are  ouerthrowen.  Now  forafmuch  as  there 
hath  been,  and  are  at  this  day  among  fundry  nations, 
fundry  fortes  of  gouernments  and  policies,  fo  there  is  no 
leffe  difference  in  the  eftabliffiment  of  a councell  in  tliem, 
as  alfo  many  alterations  in  the  inkitution  and  power 
thereof . And  namely,  among  the  auncient  Grircians, 
befide  the  feuerall  councell  of  euery  Common-wealth, 
there  was  the  facred  councell  of  the  Amphidions,  fo  cal- 
led, bicaufeit  was  inkituted  by  <iy^mphiBfon  theibnne  of  The  counccii  of 
Deucalion.  Thiscouncell  was  as  it  were  thegenerall  af- 
femblieoftheckatesofallGr^cia,  and  was  helde  twife 
ayeere,  in  Spring  time,  andin  Aiitumne,  at  Delphos  in 
the  Temple  of  aApoIIo,  for  the  commoditie  of  the  feate 
thereof,  beyng  as  it  wei-e  in  the  middeft  ofall  Gracia, 
f he  authoritie  thereof  was  fo  great,  that  whatfoeuer  was 
concluded  vpon  there, the  Graecians  obferued  and  kept  it  . 

inuio- 


of  a Councell, 

inuiolablCj  whether  it  were  in  matters  concerning  religi- 
on and  pietie  towards  their  gods,  or  peace  and  vnitie  a- 
mongthemfelues.  The  Lacedemonians  and  MelTenians 
mettogithercertaine  dayesintheyeere  at  the  temple  of 
Diam  vpon  the  borders  of  Laconia,  and  there  after  facri- 
ficejconfulted  of  their  waightieft  affaires  . And  yet  both 
they  and  the  reft  of  G rxcia  had  certaine  general  councels 
concerning  the  gouernment  of  their  eftate,  befides  thofe 
that  were  particular,which  they  vfed  daily.  The  Senate  of 
S^LaTedemo-  thirtic  counfailots  eftabliftied  by  LycwrgHs  when  he  rcfor- 
nians.  med  the  Lacedemonian  eftate,  obtained  the  foueraigntie 
not  long  after,  and  of  Senators  became  abfolute  lordes. 
The  Senate  of  Ordained  amongft  the  Athenians,befides  the  Senate 
the  Athenians.  of40o.which  w^as  changeable  euery  yeere,a  priuie&per-. 

petnal  councell  of  the  Arcopagites, compounded  of  three 
(core  of  the  wifeft,  and  of  fuch  as  were  blameles,  who  had 
the  rrtanaging  of  thofe  affaires  that  were  moft  fecret. 

The  Senate  of  mulHs  the  Hrftfounder  of  Rome,  compounded  the  Senate 
iheRomanes.  j ^ notablcft  citizcnsrand  hauing  receiued  the 

Sabines  into  his  protedion,  he  doubled  the  number  of 
Senators,which  afterward  Bmtm  encreafed  with  an  other 
hundred.  As  long  as  the  happy  popular  gouernement  of 
Romanes  lafted,  the  Confuls,  albeit  in  dignitie  they 
Rome.  reprefented  a royall  perfon,  yet  they  had  no  other  power 
but  to  lead  the  armies,  to  aftcmble  the  Senate,  to  rcceiue 
the  letters  of  captains,  and  of  their  allies,  and  to  prefent 
them  to  the  Senate, to  heare  embafladors  before  the  peo- 
ple,or  before  the  Senate,to  afiemble  the  great  eftates,and 
to  aske  the  people  aduife  concerning  the  creation  of  ofti- 
Thepowerof  cers,or  publifliing  of lawcs.  But  the  Senate  difpofed  the 
thesenateof  reiieuLies  ofrhe  Empire,  and  the  common  expences  : ap- 
pointed  lieu  tenants  to  all  gouernors  of  prouinces,  deter- 
mined of the  triumphs, ordered  religion,  recciuedand  li- 
cenced embaftadors  of  kings  and  nations,  andtooke  or- 
der for  fuch  as  were  fent  to  them . The  puniftiment  of  all 
offences  committed  throughout  Italy,  which  dercrued 
publike  execution,as  treafon  jConfpiraciejpoyfoningjWil- 
full  murder, belonged  to  the  Senate. If  any  priuate  perfon 

or 
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or  any  citie  flood  in  needoffome  /pedall  fauour,  or  of  re* 
prehcnfion,or  of  fuccour  and  protedion,  the  Senate  had 
all  the  charge  thereof.  It  was  forbidden  vnder  paine  of 
high treafon  to  prefent  any  rcqueft  to  thepeople  without 
aduife  taken  of  the  Senate.  Neuerthelefle^thc  foueraign- 
tie  always  belonged  to  the  people,  who  might  confirme  The  power  of 
or  infringe  the  decrees  of  the  Senate.  Since  thattime  ac- « 
cording  to  the  fundry  alterations  of  their  eftateand  go-^*""^* 
uernment,  the  councell  varied  in  forme.  tAugunus  efta- 
bliHied  aparticular  councell  of  the  wifefl  Senators, & thofe 
but  few  in  number : and  after  that  another  ftrid  councell 
of  CMecanas  and  ^grippa,  with  whom  he  decided  the  chie* 
feft  matters.  In  Turkie  the  councell  is  kept  fouredaies  in  ofthecouned 
a week  by  the  Baflaeswherefoeuer  the  prince  foiourneth.  ofthexurkc. 
Ifit  be  in  time  of  peace  atConftantinople,  or  in  fbme  o- 
ther  towne  within  his  dominion  ; if  in  warre,  it  is  kept 
within  his  pauilion.  In  this  councell  called  where 
audience  is  open  to  eiiery  one,they  confult  of  embalfagefi 
andofanfwersto  be  made  vnto them,  of  matters  of  e- 
ftate,  andoffoueraigntie,  ofthemeanes  how  toprouide 
for  decaiedprouinces,  of  murders  and  condemnations. 

The  fupplian  t,  complainant  or  futer  fpeaketh  without  an 
aduocate,and  is  forced  to  anfwer  prefen tly  to  the  obiedi- 
on  of  his  aduerfarie  if  he  be  prefent,  or  to  prooue  his  fay- 
ings  by  witnefles : and  foorthwith  the  definitiue  lentence 
IS  giuen, which  may  not  be  reuoked.  When  the  councell 
hath  continued  y ‘Or  8 , houres,the  ^ajfa  V’ijir  maketh  true 
relation  to  the  prince  of  all  that  hath  been  handled : if  he 
he  It  is  prefent  death . For  the  prince  oftentimes  lifteneth 
at  a window,  called  damgerous,  right  againft  the 
which  IS  made  in  fuch  fort,that  he  may  heare  and  fee,  and 
not  be  perceiued : and  although  he  w^ere  neuer  there,  yet 
they  thinke  that  he  is  alwayes  there.  After  he  hath  heard 
the  diicourle  and  aduife  of  his  councclljhefeldome  gain- 
faieth,  butconfirmeth  or  moderateth  the  fame  . Thefe 
things  being  thus  ordered,  they  are  written  and  regiflred 
u appointed  thereunto.Concerning  his  treafure 

the  Bauaes  meddle  not  there-with,  but  two  generall  trea* 

flirers 
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furers  are  ouer-feers  and  chief'e  dealers  therein,  the  one 
being  of  Romania,  the  other  of  Anatolia.  Two  Cadelil- 

quershauetheadminiftrationofall  iuftice,  who  fit  with 
the  BafTaes  in  the  neither  doth  any  other  fit  there 

but  the  twelue  Bellerbeis , the  Prince  his  children  bey  ng 
Prefidents  in  their  fathers  abfence.  The  Muphtie  is  chief 
of  the  religion , and  loolceth  vnto  matters  of  confcience. 
of  the  couBceii  At  Venice  the  generall  aflemblie  of  Lordes  and  gentle- 
oftheVeneti-  jjjejjis  Called  the  great  counccll , which  hath  the  foue- 
raigne  power  of  the  eftate,  and  of  which  the Senate  and 
the  authoritie  of  all  their  magiftrates  dependeth.  Befides 
this  great  councell  and  Senate  compounded  of  three- 
skore  pcrfons,  there  are  foure  other  councels,  that  is,the 
councell  of  Sages  for  fea  matters,  the  councell  of  Sages 
for  land  matters,  the  councell  of  tenne,  and  the  councell 
offeuen,  where  the  Duke  maketh  thefeiienth,  and  this 
is  called  the  Seignoric.  If  there  arife  any  hard  matter  a- 
mong  the  Sages,  it  is  referred  to  the  councell  of  tenne, 
andiftheybediuided,  the  councell  offeuen  isioynedto 
the  councel  of  tenne.But  if  the  matter  be  of  great  waight, 
the  Senate  is  called,  and  fometime  alfo  (albeit  rarely)  the 
great  councell  of  all  the  Venetian  Gentlemen,  in  which 
oftkecouBcei  the  laft  tefolution  is  made  . At  Rhagufium  they  create  a 
ofRhagufium.  pfgfident  from  moncth  tomoncth,  whodwellcth  in  the 
pallace,  and  hath  tv^^elue  counfailors,  which  affembly  is 
called  the  little  coimcell.  There  is  alfo  an  other  councell 
called  the  coun cell  Tregadte,  into  which  a hundreth  of 
the  ancienteft  citizens  may  enter.  Next^there  is  the  great 
Of  the  councel  councell,  at  which  all  the  nobilitie  aboue  twentie  yeeres 
ofGenes.  of agcareprefent.  At  Genes  the  whole  common-wealth 

is  gouerned  by  them  that  are  borne  of  eight  and  twentie 
families  : neither  is  any  man  called  to  beare  any  omce 
whatfoeuer,  vnlefle  he  be  of  this  alfemblie,  which  they 
call  an  , Out  of  this  are  taken  foure  hun- 

dreth, which  make  the  great  councell,  that  hath  all  the 
power  and  authoritie  of  the  ellate , and  is  choien  from 
yeerc  toyeere.  They  create  the  Duke  and  the  eight  go- 
uernours  of  the  Common-wealth,  who  are  renued  from 

two 
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twoyceresto  twoyceres  - In  Switzerland  there  are  two  *ti^5councciof 
councels  in  euery  Canton,  a little  one  and  a great  one. 

Blit  if  any  great  matter  fall  out,  that  is  common  to  all. 
the  leagues,  they  hold  their  generall  counccll,  called  a 
lourney,  oraDiet.  Thelikeis vfedin  Almaigne,  where 
the  Emperour  can  ordaine  nothing  that  concerneth  the 
common  benefite  of  Germanie , or  the  authoritie  and 
preferuation  of  the  Empire,  without  the  counfell  and 
^nfent  of  all  the  eftates,  efpecially  of  the  feuen  Eledors. 

Hee  may  not  ofhini-felfe  vnder-take  any  warre  at  his 
pleafure,  neither  leuie  tributes,  nor  rayfe  fouldioures  of 
that  nation,  nor  call  in  any  forrainc  fouldioures  . They 
hauealfo  a councell  eftabliflied  at  Spira,  which  is  called 
the  Impenall  chamber  beyng  as  it  were  a Parliament  of 
Almaignes  for  thc.adminiftration  of  iuftice  among  them. 

In  Polonia  there  is  an  aflemblie  of  eftates  euery  yeere  e-  TheaflemWie 
Ipeciallieforthefetwocaufes : theone.toadminifter  iu- 
fticcin  foueraigntie  , vnto  which  are  brought  appeales  ' - 
from  all  the  ludges  of  the  countrey  : the  other,  to  pro- 
uide  for  the  defence  and  fafetie  of  the  Countrey  againfl: 
their  next  enimies,  namelie,  the  Tartares,  who  make 
often  incurfions  vppon  them  . None  is  receyued  for 
a Senatour  amongft  them,  if  hee  bee  no  Palatine  Bi- 
Ihop,  Gouernour  of  fome  Forte,  or  other  Captaine,  or 
hath  not  bccne  Embafladour . In  Spavne  there  are  fe-  nf 
lien  councels,  befidesthepriuieeounceU,  which  are  al-ofS 
wayes  neere  the  King  in  feuerall  Chambers  vnder  one 
roote , that  the  king  may  be  the  better  infourmed  of  all 
aftaires.Their  names  are  there,the  councell  of  Spayne,  of 
the  Indies,  of  Italic,  of  thelowe  Coun  treys,  of  Warre 
ofthe  Order  of  Saint  lohn,  and  of  the  Inquifition.  In 
the  Kealme  of  Englande  there  is  a priuie  Councell 

Thf  ofBnglan7"“ 

I he  hrlt  cftablilliment  thereof  was  but  of  fifteene  • al 

.though  itappearethbythe  conclulion  of  a peace  made 

betweene  LfWcj-  the  ninth,  and  Henry  king  of  England 

that  feuenteene  of  the  priuie  Councell  fware  vnto  it’ 

nameUe^one  Archbilhop  Chauncellour,  one  Bilhop^ 
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fix  earles,and  fix  other  lordes,befides  the  high  Treafurer. 
and  the  two  magiftrates,  whom  they  call  the  chiefe 
ces  ofEngland.  Fro  three  yecres  to  three  yeeres  they  hold 
a parliament,  where  all  the  ellates  are  called  togither  to 
deliberate  about  the  affaires  of  the  kingdom.  But  enough 
of  ftrangers  .Let  vs  now  come  to  the  eftablifliment  and  in- 
ftitution  of  the  councell  in  this  French  Monarchic, where 
we  dial  fee  that  it  is  not  inferior  (if  it  go  not  beyond  them) 
in  excellencie  and  good  order  to  all  that  are  alreadie  fet 
downe,or  that  euer  were.  Firftwe  know,  that  the  king 
hath  all  foueraigntie  by  right  of  the  eftate,  as  heretofore 
wehauedifcourfed.The  fir  ft  councell  neere  about  him  is 
the  ftria  or  fecret  councell,called  the  councell  of  ftate  af- 
faires,  which  is  commonly  held  in  the  morning  after  his 
maieftieisvp.  None  haue  entrance  into  this,  but  a fewe 
whom  the  king  iudgeth  wireft,of  greateft  experience, and 
moft  truftie  to  his  maieftie,  with  whome  he  communica- 
teth  his  waightieft  affaires  as  they  fall  out,  and  determi- 
neth  with  them  of  fuch  principall  matters  as  were  delibe- 
rated of  before  in  the  priuie  councell,  and  in  the  councell 
ofthetreafurie,  iftheybefuchasdefeructobee  brought 
thither.  In  the  fecret  councell  the  letters  of  princes,  of 
embaffadors,ofgouernors  and  captains  are  opened  : re- 
folutions  and  matters  agreed  vpon  are  commended  to 
the  Secretaries  of  the  eftate;gifts  & rewards  granted  with 
therolles  and  records  thereof,  letters  andcommaunde- 
ments  figned  with  the  kings  hand.  The  priuie  councell  is 
compounded  of  diuers  great  perfonages  called  thereunto 
by  his  maieftie, either  for  the  nobilitie  of  their  bloud  and 
greatnes  of  their  houre,or  for  their  woorthines,wifedom, 
knowledge  and  experience,  who  haue  places  anddehbe- 
ratiue  voyces  in  the  councell  as  long  as  it  pleafeth  him. 
Sometime  the  king  fitteth  among  them  when  any 
matter  is  in  queftion  ; in  his  abfence  the  firft  prince  or  the 
bloud  is  Prefident . The  Conftable  and  Chancellour,  two 
chiefe  officers  of  the  crowne,haue  great  authoritic 
in,the  one  being  principall  of  warre,  the  other  of  iuftice\. 
They  fit  on  each  fide  in  equall  degree,  being  alwayes  one 
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right  before  another . This  councel  is  held  either  for  mat- 
ters  belonging  to  the  treafurie,  or  for  other  things  con-  are  handled 
cerning  Itate-affaires  of  the  kingdom,  and  then  none  en- 
ter  therein  but  the  Secretaries  of  theeftate,  the  Treafiirer 
of  the  prime  treafure,thc  Ouer-feers  of  the  treafures  ap- 
pointed  to  take  knowledge  of  the  Icuying  and  laying  out 
of  money,  and  the  Secretaries  belonging  to  the  fame : or 
elfe  It  IS  heldfor  parties,  that  is,  for  the  affaires  of  iuftice 
depending  of  the  foucraigntie.  Then  the  maiftersofthe 

Kequefts  feruing  in  their  turns  enter  thcrin, who  bring  in 

requefts,informations,fuites  called  thither  by  Iniundios 
and  other  waightie  matters  which  the  king  hath  referued 
to  his  owne  knowledge, or  fuch  as  cannot  be  decided  elfe 

where.Somtimesalfo  the  parties  themfelues  are  heard,or 

elfe  they  fpeake  by  Aduocates.  This  is  greatly  to  be  com-  * ^ 

mended  thercin.thateuery  one  that  hathentrie  into  the  &o“?v: 

councell  (although  peraducnture  he  hath  neither  dehbe- 
ratiue  voyce,norplace)  may  bring  in  any  mans  requeft,& 
aduertife  the  councell  of  that  which  is  profitable  for  the 
Common-wealth,  that  order  may  be  taken  for  the  fame. 

Andmany  tiniestheircounlellis  firft  demaunded,  then 
theaduiceofthecounfelloursofeftate,  fo  that  the  grea- 
ter lordcs  glue  their  opinion  laft,to  the  end  that  freedom 
of  Ipeecli  may  not  be  taken  away  by  theauthoritie  of  the 
princes,  efpecially  of  fadious  and  ambitious  men,  who 
neuerfuffer  any  contradiftions  but  againft  their  wils.‘  By 
tins  means  alfo  they  that  haue  confuting  voyces  onely 

preparethe  way  and  make  iteafieforthem  that  haue  de! 

hber^iue  voyces  to  conclude  of  matters,  and  many  times 
furnilh  the  councell  with  good  and  forceable  reafons: 
and  If  theyerre  at  anytime,  they  are  brought  backe  a- 
gaine  by  the  refidue  without  ieloufie.This  priuie  councel  ' 
dehberateth  & finally  determineth  (vnder  the  foueraigne 
Will  of  the  king)  of  the  complaints  of  priuate  men  in  mat- 
ters concerning  theeftate,  of  the  fuites  of  towns  and  pro- 
uinces,  ludgethoftheappeales  made  from  Parliaments, 
conliderethvpon  extraordinary  dayes  of  the  decrees  of 
1 arliaments, concerning  their  order  & difcipline  how  it  is 
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keptrdealeth  with  the  tranfporting  of  wheate  & ofwines: 
alfo  with  all  marchandifes  either  brought  in  or  caricd  out 
of  the  realme,  and  with  the  imposes  laid  vpon  them  : ta- 
keth  order  for  the  currant  and  hnenefle  of  money  : hath 
regard  to  the  demaines  of  the  crovvnejto  lones  and  taxes, 

' andotherreuenuesoftheking,  and  to  the  chief  cuftorns, 

prolonging  their  yeeres,  abating  the  rentes  of  Farmers, 
or  difchargingthe  altogither,  taking  knowledge  of  their 
caufe  and  of  former  informations,  ioy  ning  therewith  the 
aduife  of  theTreafurers,  & of  the  Generals  of  thofe  ch^- 
ges.  All  matters  whatfoeuer  being  agreed  vpon  & appoin- 
ted to  take  effe<5i:,  mulf  be  figned  by  one  Secretarie  at  the 
leah,and  fomtimes  alfo  by  one  of  the  mailers  of  Requefts 
before  it  be  fealed  by  tlieChauncellor,  whoouerlooketh 
and  examineth  narrowly  all  matters  concluded  vpon  : 

' which  maketh  his  authoritie  very  great,  •&  fomtimes  odi- 
ofthegreat  ous.The  great  councell, which  at  the  firll:  inftitution  ther- 

counceti.  Qf  yv^^s  feldom  imploied  but  about  ftate-affairs,was  made 

an ordinariecourtof  ly.counfcllors by  CW^jtheS.and 
L^jrf/the  i2.madeit  vp  lo.befides  theChancelIour,who 
was  Prefident  of  that  court : but  vnder  king  Francis  ano- 
ther Prcfident  wasappointed.This  coucell  had  the  know- 
ledge of  extraordinarie  caufes  byway  of  commilhon  fent 
from  the  priuiecoLinceil,  and  ordinarily  of  appellations 
made  from  the  Marlhal  of  the  kings  houfe.  The  court  of 
ofthecourtof  Parliament  was  the  Senate  of  France  in  old  time,  and  ere- 
Parhamenc.  ^^^d  by  the  youg  according  to  the  trueft  opinion, 

to  giue  aduife  to  the  king : in  which  twelue  Peeres  were  e- 
ftablithed,  fo  that  the  name  of  the  court  of  Peeres  remai- 
neth  with  it  to  this  day  .But  Thillip  the  faire  made  it  an  or- 
dinarie  court, and  granted  vnto  k iurifdiaion  and  feat  at 
Paris,  but  tooke  from  it  the  knowledge  of  ftate-affaires. 
X"or,  as  we  haue  alreadie  declared,  there  arc  no  counfel- 
lors  of  eftate  amongft  all  the  magikrates  of  Fraunce,^but 
thofe  that  are  ordinarie  of  the  priuie  cpuncel.But  beiidcs 
thecouncelsfpecificdbyvs.  Princes  haue  alwaycs  had  a 
Of  theftria  ftridcouncel  oftwo  or  three  of  the  dearefl:  and  truftieft  a- 

counccii.  bout  them,  wherin  the  rcfolution  of  the  aduifes  and  deli- 
berations 
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berations  ofother  councels  is  had,  yea  many  times  of  the 
greateft  affaires  of  the  eftate,  before  others  haue  delibe  - 
rated  of  them.  NeuertheIes,thisauncientcuftome  of  cal- 
ling the  general  eftates  of  the  realme  togither  when  they 
faw  it  neceffaricjliath  been  always  obferued  by  kings  and 
princes.  Our  firft  progenitours  the  Gaules,before  cither 
Romanes  or  kings  ruled  ouer  them,  affembled  togither 
out  of  Aquitane,  out  of  theprouinceof  Narbone,  of  Ly- 
ons, and  of  other  quarters,  about  the  number  of  three- 
skore  nations,  to  take  aduife  and  counfell  of  their  gene- 
rall  affaires.  Since  that  tyme  our  ancient  kings  ofFrance 
haue  vfed  oftentimes  to  hold  the  eftates,  which  is  the  af- 
femblie  ofall  their  fubiecl:s,or  of  their  deputies  . For  to 
hold  the  eftates  is  nothing  elfe,  but  when  the  king  com- 
municateth  his  greateft  affaires  with  his  fubieefts,  taketh  ^ ^ 

aduife  and  counfell  of  them,  heareth  their  complaintcs 
and  griefes,  and  prouideth  for  them  according  to  rea- 
fon.  This  was  called  in  olde  time  the  holding  of  a Parlia- 
ment, which  nameitretaineth  yet  in  England  and  Scot- 
land* But  at  this  day  the  name  of  Parliament  belongeth  Thenameof 
onely  to  priuate  and  particular  courtes  of  Audience,  con-  lonl^h  to  wu 
iifting  of  a certaine  number  pfludges  cftablilhed  by  the  uae'e  courtes  in 
kinginfuncJryofhisProuinces,  andthe.publikeand  ge- 
nerall  courtes  of  Audience  haue  taken  the  name  of  e- 
ftates.The  eftates  w^ere  affembled  for  diuers  caures,accor- 
ding  as  matters  were  offred  : cither  to  demaund  fuccour 
and  money  of  the  people,  or  to  take  order  for  iuftice,  and  caufesofchc 
for  men  ot  warre : orforthqreuenues  of  the  children  of  afl'embUeof 
Fraunce,  or  toprouideforthegouernement  oftheking- 
dome,  or  for  other  matters  . The  kinges  fateamongft 
them , and  were  Prefidentes  , except  at  one  affemblie, 
wherein  was  debated  the  nobleft  caufe  that  euer  was, 
namelie,  to  whome  the  kingdome  of  Fraunce  belonged 
after  the  death  of  CW/#-/ the  faire,  whether  to  his  cofin 
de  V tloisy  or  to  Edward  king  of  England  his  brother 
in  lawe . King  Th'tlUp  was  not  Prefident,  not  beyng  at 
that  time  king,  and  befides  a partie . No  doubt  but  the 
people  reeeiue  great  benefit  by  this  affemblie  of  eftates. 

Xx  ij  For 


6 


The  aflcmbly  of 
eftatesis  not  a- 
bouc  the  prince. 


TbcopompiM 
anfwcr  toKis 


Ofa  Councell, 

For  this  good  commeth  vnto  them,  that  they  may  drawc 
neere  to  the  kings  perfon,to  make  their  complaints  vnto 
him,  to  prefent  him  their  requefts,  and  to  obtaine  reme- 
die  and  neceiTary  prouifion  for  redrefl'e.  Whereby  we  may 
eafily  iudge,that  many,who  haue  written  of  the  duetie  of 
magiftrates  and  fuch  like  treatires,are  greatly  deceiued  in 
maintaining  this,  Tijat  the  eHates  of  the  people  are  abone  the 
prince:  which  laieth  open  a gappe  to  the  rebellions  offub^ 
ieefs  againfl:  their  foueraign/o  that  this  opinion  can  haue 
no  reafon  or  good  ground  to  leanevpqn.  For  if  this  were 
true, the  commo-wealth  would  not  be  a kingdom  or  mo- 
narchy, but  apure  Ariftocratie,as  we  haue  declared  here- 
tofore. yea,what  ihew  of  reafonis  there  to  maintaine  this 
error, feeing  euery  one  in  particular,  & al  in  general  bowe 
their  knees  before  the  king,vfe  humbly  requefts  & fuppli- 
cations,which  his  maieftie  receiuech  or  reie<5i:eth,as  it  fee- 
meth  bell  vnto  him?  But  in  this  cafe  we  except  a king  that 
is  captiue,beride  himfelfor  in  his  infancie.For  that  which 
is  the  decreed  by  the  ellates,  is  authorized  as  from  the  fo- 
ueraign  power  of  the  prince.  Moreouerwemay  fee  what 
great  good  commeth  to  the  king  by  the  alfemblie  of  his 
eftates,in  the  firftfpeech,  which  mafter  Michael  de  I"  Hojpi-^ 
/4/Chauncellorof  France  made  at  the  laft  aflemblicol  e- 
ftates  at  Orleans.W here  he  confuteth  at  large  their  opini- 
on that  fay, that  the  king  after  a fort  diminilheth  his  pow- 
er by  taking  aduife  and  counfell  of  his  fubieds,  feeing  he 
is  not  bound  fo  to  doe ; as  alfo  that  he  maketh  himfelfe 
toofamiliar  with  them,  which  breedeth  contempt,  and 
abafeth  hisroiall  dignitie  . But  wemay  aunfwerethem 
as  Theopomptu  king  of  Sparta  did  his  wife , who  obieded 
this  vnto  him  by  way  of  reproch  , that  by  bringing  in 
the  Ephories  , and  minglyng  their  gouernemenc  with 
his,  he  would  leaue  his  authoritie  and  power  lelfetohis 
children  than  hee  receiued  it  from  his  predecelfours , 
Nay  (faid  this  Prince  vnto  hirj  I will  leaue  it  greater,  bi- 
caufe  it  fliall  be  more  alTured  . The  Emperour  ^ureltiu 
fayd  as  much  to  his  mother  , bicaufe  hee  freely  heard  e- 
uery  one  . Belides,  as  we  fee  that  in  any  great  perill  of 
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fea,  or  fire  kindled  to  the  daunger  of  publike  profite,  no  An  excellent 

inansferinceorfuccouris  reiefted,  how  bafe  ibeuer  his 
calling  IS  : fo  it  cannot  but  be  profitable  for  the  Eftate 
when  It  IS  threatned  with  mine,  and  the  affaires  therofare 
ot  greateft  importance,  to  receiue  the  counfell  of  all  that 
naueintereli  therein,laying  the  opinions  in  the  balance, 
rather  than  theperfonsfrom  whom  they  come.And  here- 
by the  foueraigne  maieftie  and  prudence  ofa  Prince  is 
knowen,when  he  hath  both  power  and  skill  to  waigh  and 
to  ludge  of  their  aduice  that  giuc  him  counfel,and  to  con- 
clude with  the  foundeft,  not  the  greateft  fide . But  to  go 
forward  with  that  which  remaineth,  let  fo  many  as  haue 
this  honour  to  be  ordinarie  counfellors  to  Princes  re- 
mem  oer  the  faying  of,ya/!)«  the  wife.  That  they  are  nol  cal- a ■ j 

led  thither  topleafe,  arJtojpeake  to  their  liking,  bm  to  vtter  the  qualities  of" 

truth,  <tnd  to  gate  them  goodcomfetl for  common fafetie  ; that 
they rnuUnringwiththem for  an  ajfured and certaine foundation 

conference aboHtflate.affaires,a good  intent  moouedwith 

reajon  andtudgement  topropte  him,  not  nith paffwns,  orde/tres  of 


on 


e-'>trieofthecouncellchamblr,.ncUthe^^^^^ 

roardesfome,  of  hatred  towardes  others,  and  of  ambition  in  them- 
Jelues,  and  atme  at  no  other  marke,  than  at  the  honour  of  God 
andfafetieofthe  Common-re  ealth . To  this  ende  they  muff 
neceffarihe  be^rnilhed  with  wifedome,  iiiftice  and  loyal-  ThrectWngs 

in 

laweSjof  hiftories,  and  ofthe  eftate  of  Common  - wealths 
yetfoundiudgement,  integritie  and  prudence  are  much 

thfn!  'things  they  muft  hold  no-  Counfciiorc 

thing  olother  Princes  and  Seignories,  that  may  binde 

oeXn  Seh  torcceiue  a lorltr're. 

penlion  of  them  is  fo  common  a matter  f but  very  oerni-  1 

tious  in  any  eftate)  that  it  is  growen  to  a cuftome^  exf-  Example heUf 

would  not  fo  much  as  receiue  a letter,  which  the  '"Asefflaus. 

that  ff  F nieffenger, 

that  If  the  king  were  mend  to  the  Lacedemonians ; he 

X^tii/  need 
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need  not  write  particularly  to  him,  bicaufe  he  would  alfo 
remaine  his  friend : but  if  he  were  their  enimie,  neyther 
letter  nor  any  thing  elfe,  fhouldmake  him  for  his  part  o- 
therwifeaffeaed.  Tobeeihort,  let  counfellors  of  eftate 
learne  oiT^lutarch,  that  it  is  neceffarie  for  them  to  be  free 
from  all  paffions  and  affedions, bicaufe  in  giuing  of  coun- 
fell the  mind  hath  moil:  force  towards  that  wherunto  the 
willismoftenclined.  As  for  feare, danger.or  threatnings, 
they  muft  neuer  ftay  them  from  doyng  their  duetie , but 
let  them  conftantly  propound  and  maintaine  that  which 
they  iudge  to  be  good  and  profitable  for  the  Common-' 
wealth.  We  read  that  the  Thafiens  making  warre  with 
great  vehemencieagainft  the  Athenians,  publiflied  a de- 
cree, that  whofoeuer  counfelled  or  fpake  at  any  time  of 
concluding  a peace  between  them,  (liould  die  the  death. 
Within  a while  after  one  of  the  citizens  confidering  what 
great  hurt  his  countrey  receiued  by  that  warre,  came  one 
day  into  the  affembly  of  the  people  with  a,  halter  about 
his  necke, and  cried  with  aloud  voyce,  that  he  was  come 
thither  to  deliuer  the  Common-wealth  by  his  deathjthat 
they  lliouldputhim  to  death  when  they  would,  and  that 
for  his  part  he  gauc  them  counfell  to  abrogate  that  law, 
and  to  make  peace  : which  was  done,  and  he  pardoned. 
Confidim zKominc  Senatour  would  neuer  be  from  the 
Senate,  no  not  when  ruled  all  by  violence,  and  did 
whatpleafed  him,  and  when  noncofthe  other  Senatours 
came  any  more  through  feare  of  his  force  . And  when 
CWSr  asked  him  how  he  durft  be  there  alone  to  ftand  a- 
gainft  him  : bicaufe  (ciuoth  he)  my  age  taketh  all  feare 
from  me . For  hauing  from  hence  forward  fuch  a fuort 
time  to  hue  in,  I am  not  greatly  carefull  to  faue  my  life. 
If  kings  did  corred  allthofe  that  giuethem  ill  counfell, 
as  did  one  of  his  Balfaes , who  was  his  kinfman, 

they  would  not  fo  readily  confent  to  the  paffions  of  great 
men.  This  Infidellcaufed  him  to  be  hanged,  bicaufe  he 
counfelled  him  to  put  a Gentleman  to  death  vniuftly 
(which  he  had  done)  that  he  might  enioy  his  wife  more 
cafilie . Now  for  the  conclufionofour  difcourfe,  we  will 

here 
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here  fet  downe  the  aunfwcr  of  one  of  the  Hebrew  inter- 
preters to  king  TtoUmie , who  asked  him.  To  whome  a 
Trince pjould  tmH,  or  commit  himfelfe , To  thofe  (fayd  this 
wife  man)  that  lone  him  fo  entirely,  that  they  cannot  be 
drawen  from  him  neither  through  feare,  gifts  or  gayne  : 
bicaufe  he  that  afpireth  to  riches,  is  naturally  a traitour. 

Let  vs  learne  that  a counfell  wel  inftituted  and  compoun- 
ded of  good  men  is  a moft  neceflarie  point  in  the  efta- 
bliOiment  and  preferuation  of  euery  eftate  : and  as  the 
olde  Prouerbe  faith.  Good  councellis  better  than  manic  ^oodcounrcii 
hands.  Let  vs  learne,  that  all  thofe  that  are  called  there- 
unto,  ought  to  aime  at  nothing  but  at  publike  profite, 
of  which  thchappineireandgreatneffeof  the  Prince  de- 
pendeth,  whomuft  not  contemnethe  counfell  and  fer- 
uice  of  the  leaft  when  they  can  profite  the  Common- 
wealth, but  heare  them  willingly,  and  fatiffic  their  iuft 
requefts. 

Of  ludgementSy  and  of  Judges, 

Chaf^  62, 

A c H I-  T ^ TE  are  now  (my  companions)  accor- 
T o B.  \/\/  tling  as  the  fequcll  of  our  fpeech  re- 
^ ▼ quireth,  toconfider  of  ludgements, 

which  I affirmed  in  the  beginning  to  be  one  of  thofe  two 
things  whereof  euery  Common-wealth  confifteth,  and 
that  according  as  they  are  ordained,  the  affaires  of  the  e- 
ftate  proceed  well  or  ill . Therfore  I leaue  the  difcourfe  of 
this  matter  to  you. 

A s E R . No  citief  faith  Plato ) can  truly  be  called  a city 
ifitwantiudgerhents  well  inftituted , and  confequently 
fudges  to  exercife  them. 

Am  A N A.  ludgements  are  lawfull  to  fuch  as  vfe  them 
aright, and  ludges  are  to  vs  the  minifters  of  God  for  our 
good,as  Saint  PauleJdiXXh,  Now  let  vs  heare  Aram  vpon  Rom.13.4. 
this  matter. 

A R a M . As  it  is  a v^ry  digcrous  matter  for  an  eftate  to 

X X iii/  wauer 
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wauer  daily  in  deliberations,  and  not  to  be  well  refolued 
touching  the  affaires  thereof,  orafterrefolutionto  leauc 
The  common  v^ithout  fpecdy  executi6:fo  the  eftablifliment  of  ma- 

bJecdethcM?'  nygoodlawes  andordinances.bringeth  greaterperil  tha 
tcmpcofthe  (.q  eftate,  if  they  be  not  feuerely  obferued 

&kcpt.Forthcauthoritieofthe foueraign magiftrate, in 

whofe  name  they  are  made,  is  fo  much  the  more  cotemp- 
tible  amongft  hisfubied:s,as  they  know  that  they  are  leile 
obeied : as  though  the  fault  proceeded  from  his  infuffici- 
encie  of  skil  to  command.  He  that  leadeth  well  before,  is 
. the  caufe  why  he  is  wel  folowed:  & the  perfedio  of  the  arc 
of  a good  Querie  of  the  ftable,  confiftethin  making  the 
horfe  obedient,  & in  bringing  him  to  good  order : fo  the 
principalleffedofthe  knowledge  of  a king  is  to  iurtrud: 
wel  his  fubieds  in  obediece.To  this  purpofe  the  eftabliQ’.- 
ment  of  good  iudges  ouer  the  wi!  help  well.that  they  may 
take  knowledge  offuch  as  gain-fay  and  refill  the  publike 
ludgcmencsare  lawes  and  ordinances  of  his  maieft ic,  who  is  to  authorize 
their iudgements, as  the  chiefe  finewes  of  the  whole  body 

^ of  his  eftate.  For  nothing  euercaufedCommon-wealthes 

to  flourifli  fo  much  as  the  conftant  keeping  of  their  coun- 
trie  lawes^and  the  ftrid  execution  of  iudgements  agreea- 
ble vnto  them.  And  (as  Cicero  faith)  thofe  eftates  that  are 
neer  their  ouerthrow.all  things  bey  ng  in  a defperate  cafe, 
fall  into  this  mifcrable  iflue,  that  men  condemned  by  the 
lawes,are  reftored,  and  iudgements  giuen  are  cancelled  : 
ofSSne^r  '^'hich  things  when  they  come  to  pafte,  euery  one  know- 
ancftatc.  eth^that  their  ruinc  i s at  hand  without  all  hope  of  fafetie. 

Moreouer/crafmuch  as  the  Prince  k no weth  that  he  is  as 
it  were  bound  and  indebted  for  iuftice,  he  ought  to  be  fa 

much  the  more  careful  that  it  may  be  rightly  adminiftred 
by  thofe  to  whom  he  c5mitteth  that  officeierpecially,  fee- 
I«hbound ing  he  muft  anfu'er  for  it  himfelfe  before  god, to  whom  he 
iurtice,andmiift  rnay  notfay^that  he  charged  the  confciencesof  his  iudges 
therwith,&  fo  difeharged  his  own.  Wherfore  if  he  adorne 
breach therof.  hiscftate  with  refolutc  & prudent  officers  jWho  willcxa<5t- 
ly  preferue  the  bond  of  the  common-welth,by  the  feueri- 
tie  of  their  iudgements,6c  vpright  holding  of  the  balance, 
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no  doubt  but  all  kind  of  pub'like  felicitie  will  iffuefrom 
the  lame « But  let  vs  briefiy  conlider  whatiud^ement  is, 

the  diuifion  ofiudgements,theiradminiftration,&what 
manner ofludgesoughttoexercifethem.  ludgementis  whati^ige- 
properly  that  which  is  ordained  by  the  Magiftrate,obfer- 
uing  the  tenor  of  the  law.  But  forafmuch  as  through  the 
Jiifinit  varietie  of  caufes, times, places,  and  perfons.which 
cannot  be  comprehended  in  any  lawes  or  ftatuts  whatfo- 
euer,  puniQiments  were  referred  to  the  will  and  power  of 
the  Magiftrates,  and  the  dammages  of  ciuill  matters  to 
the  confcjencc&  religion  of  the  ludges;  that  which  they 
determine  by  refolutefentences  according  to  their  opi- 
nion,is  alfo  called  ludgement,  although  more  properly  it 
may  be  cal  led  a Decree.  For  this  caufe  we  lay,  that  as  there 
are  two  principall  pointes  in  euery  Common-wealth , 

which  Magiftrates  mufthaue  before  their  eies,thatis,the  M -n 
law  and  equitie:fo  alfo  there  is  the  execution  of  the  law  aiJefhauT 
and  the  duty  of  the  Magiftrate,  which  confifteth  either  in  bTf  T' 

commanding,  in  decreeing,  or  in  executing  . Of  ludfae- 
mentes,  fome  arc  called  priuate,fome  publike,  feme  cri- 
minal!, others  ciuill . Priuateiudgementsareofbonda-  The  dmiCon  of 
ges,prefcription.s,Gardianniips,Wardlhips,contraas,te- 
ftaments,fiiccelTioi!S, manages.  Publike  iudgements  con- 

cerne  hainous  offences  againft  God  & man,  aslacriled^^e, 
treafon,  reftitutionof  monie,  or  other  bribes  taken  by 
Magiftrats,robbery  of  the  kings  treafure,forgeries,theft, 
wilfull  and  conftrained  murders . P/ato  fpeaketh  at  large 
of  thele  in  his  booke  of  lawes,  and  it  would  be  an  infinite 
matter,and finally  to  ourinftruaion,  tofeekeout  the  di- 
uers  kinds  of  iudgements,which  either  hauebeene.or  are 
among  men  . But  this  is  well  woorth  the  noting,  that  a- 
mongefttheancient  Grecians  and  Romanes,  all  iudge- 
ments  both  priuat  and  publike, were  from  point  to  point 
follQwcd,and  with  ail  rigor  obrerued,and  they  that  ftood 
againft  them  were  profccuted  and  fetvpon  with  fire  and 
fword. Among  other  e.xamplcs  rehearfeth  afto- 

ric  of  the  Phocians , a people  of  Grecia,  condemned  by 
the  ludgement  of  the  Amphyaionsinacertainefumme 

of 
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of  monie,  bicaufe  they  had  tilled  a great  deale  of  ground 
that  was  confecrated  to  the  gods.  Which  funime  when 
they  refufed  to  paye , they  pronounced  their  countrie  as 
confifeate  and  confecrated  to  the  gods  : wherupon  arofc 
a warre,  called  the  holie  warre,  made  by  the  reft  of  the 
Grecians  againft  them , and  in  the  ende  their  vtter  ruine 
& fubuerfion . Whofoeuer  was  once  accufed  of  any  crime 
before  the  fudges  in  Lacedemonia, although  he  were  ab- 
folued,  yet  he  abode  a certainc  time  after  in  that  eftate  of 
a criminall  perfon , during  which  time  enquirie  might  be 
madeagaineofhim , andnewe  iudgement  giuen  accor- 
ding to  his  defert.If  the  Ephories  condemned  their  kings 
in  any  fumme  ^yeaif  it  were  to  death , their  iudgements 
were  executed  with  all  rigor . The  iudgements  of  the  Ro- 
manes were  for  a long  time  in  the  hands  of  three  Orders 
or  Eftates : namely , of  Senators,  Knights , andTribunes 
of  the  treafure  . Ncuertheles,  the  fame  perfonsdid  not 
alwaiesiudge,  but  the  Pretors,  who  were  annuall fudges, 
and  chief  amongft  them,tooke  a certaine  number  of  fud- 
ges by  lot  out  of  thofe  three  Eftates.  And  if  they  that  were 
lirft  taken  were  refufed  by  any  one  of  the  parties,  others 
were  chofen  by  an  after-lot , who  being  agreed  vpon  and 
fworne,were  diftributed  by  decuries  or  tens . There  were 
three  forts  of  Pretors, the  Pretorof  the  Citie , who  tooke 
knowledge  of  particular  caufes  : namely  ,ol:  ciuill  and  cri- 
minal matters  amongft  the  citizens  ofl^me;  thePretor 
eftabliQied  for  matters  betweeneftrangers&:  citizens  ; & 
the  Pretors  appointed  for  pnblike  caufes  . The  Senators 
were  once  the  only  fudges  of  all  proceftes:  but  T'iheripi^  & 
Cairn  Gracchpps  being  popular  perfons,  to  diminiili  the  au- 
thority of  the  Senate,  aiW  to  encreafe  the  peoples  power, 
ioined  vnto  them  3 oo.Knights,according  to  the  number 
of  the  Senators,&  brought  it  foabout,that  theiiidgmets 
ofal  caufes  were  diuidedbetweenethefe  doo.men.Vnder 
i)//^allauthoritieof  iudging  wasreftored  againeto  the 
Senate  : but  Pomfey  after  that  brought  in  the  Knights  a- 
gaine,  & all  iudgements  were  equally  communicated  vn- 
to the  three  Orders  aboue  mentioned . Afterward, when 


I andofludges. 

Ciptr  was  Dilator,  he  reduced  them  to  two  Orders  only, 
thdtiSjto  Senators, & toKnights./?W.;zinhis  annotations 
, vpoii  the  Pande(fls,  hath  obferiied  many  good  things  be- 
longing  to  the  Romane  iudgements,which  curious  fpirits  ‘ 

I may  looke  inco;among  the  refl,of  the  great  refped  & ho- 
nor that  was  giuen  to  Magiftrats.Concerning  which  mat- 
ter we  may  vfe  as  a good  teflimony,that  which  we  read  in  , 
Tlutarkpi Fabm  Maximw  his  fon , who  feeing  a far  ofFhis  nd  to- 

father  come  towards  him  on  horfe-backe , & thathis  fer-  nor  which  was 
•geants  in  regard  offatherly  reuerence  liad  not  caufed  him 
to  alight, commanded  him  tofetfooton  ground,  Which 
the  father  prefencly  obeied,&  imbracing  his  fonne.made  . 
greater  account  oi  hini,than  ifhe  had  done  otherwife.The 
fame  autlior  u’ritethjthat  oncV was  prefently  flaine, 
bicaufe  he  arofe  not  whe  the  Tribuneof the  people  paffed 
before  liim.  And  Valertm  Mxximm  faith, that  the  Cenlbrs 
. did  note  with  ignominy, & withall  diifranchifed  a citizen 
of  Rome,bicaufe  he  breathed  & yawned  a little  too  loud 
in  theirprefence.But  what  ? Eftats  & dignities  were  then 
giuen  to  vertue,&  not  to  him  that  offred  moil.  And  often 
times  the  places  of  iudgement  were  necelfarily , and  as  it 
were  by  force. laid  vpon  Judges , being  more  honourable 
than  profitable, yea  very  incommodious  to  fuch  as  would 
difcharge  themfelues  vprightly  therein.  I remember  an 
excellent  iudgement  giuen  by  (lArchidamitj  the  Lacede-aiicomrouerffes 
monian , when  he  was  chofen  Arbitrator  to  decide  a cer- 
taine  contention  betweene  two  friendes . After  he  had 
brought  them  both  into  the  Temple  of  Diana  ,znd  made 
themfweare  vpon  the  aultar,  that  they  (lioulde  obferuc 
precifely  whatfoeuer  he  determined,wherunto  they  yeel- 
ded . I iiidge  then  (quoth  he.;  that  noneof  you  depart 
out  of  this  Temple , before  you  haue  ended  your  ftrifc. 

Thus  were  they  both  conftrained  to  agree  among  them- 
felues , and  i^rchidamm  freed  from  perill  of  loofing  one 
of  their  friendfliips , againft  whome  he  muflneedes  haue 
giuen  iudgement . By  this  meanes  he  put  in  praftice  that 
ikying  PittucHs,  T^hrtt  a TTjFin  not  lud^e  ot  udybitT^toY' 
in  the  contronerjie  of  trt>o  fiendes , leaH  bj  iadging  profitably  for 

o*:e. 
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one^  he  loofe  the  friendjhip  of  the  other. ^\it  let  vS  fpeake  of  Our 
own  Eftate.  In  old  rime  (as  many  Hiftories  report jiudge- 
ments  were  fowell  adminiftred  in  France, that  ftrangers 
did  wdllingly  fubmit themfelues  vnto Frederick^ the 
2.  fubmitted  to  the  iudgement  of  the  king  and  his  Par- 
liament , the  deciding  of  many  contentions  and  contro-' 
uerfies  betweenehim  and  Pope  Innocent  fourth  . In 
the  time  of  Phillij)  the  Faire , the  Earle  of  Namure  did  the 
like  , albeit  that  Charles  of  Valoys  the  kings  brother,  was 
his  aduerfe  partie  : fo  great  confidence  had  he  in  thee- 
quitic  of  thofe  ludges . At  the  fame  time  T^/7/y  Prince  of 
Tarentum  wdllingly  accepted  for  ludge , the  king  fitting 
in  his  Parliamet,  about  the  controuerfie  that  he  had  with 
the  Duke  of  Burgundye , for  certaine  charges  which  he 
fhould  defraye  towardes  therecouerieof  the  Empire  of 
Conftantinople  .The  like  did  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  in  the 
fuite whichhe  hadagainft  G’^of  Caftillon  hisbrotherin 
law,fortheirdiuifionoflands.And  in  rheycere  1402.  the 
Kinges  of  Caftile  and  of  Portingale  fent  an  agreement 
made  and  paft  betweene  them,  that  it  might  bepublifiied 
and  proclaimed  in  the  Court  of  Parliament, to  haue  grea- 
ter authoritie  thereby  . Truly  thefe  teftimonies  are  as  fa- 
mous for  the  glorie  of  iufticevfed  in  France,  as  any  that 
can  be  alleadged  by  the  Grecians  or  Romanes,  for  the 
proofe  of  their  iuft  iudgements,of  the  reputation  of  their 
lawes,and  renowne  of  their  Magiftrates.  But  let  vs  confi- 
derhow  farreiuftice  is  fallen  at  this  day  from  that  anci- 
ent opinion  and  credite,iudgements  being  now  brought 
to  that  length,and  intangled  in  fo  many  formalities,  that 
it  is  a thing  greatly  to  be  pitied , and  full  of  calamitie,  to 
fee  this  Realme  fo  infe(5i:ed,as  it  were  with  a generall  con- 
tagious difeafe , wherein  fuch  an  innumerable  companie 
of  men  Hue  by  that  miferable  exercife  of  pleading,  called 
Pra8ice.Plato^z.\t\\,x\\2iX.it\s  an euident  token  ofa  corrup- 
ted Eftate,  where  there  are  many  ludges  and  Phifitions : 
bicaufe  the  multitude  of  ludges  is  maintained  by  the  vn- 
faithfulnes  and  contention  of  men, and  the  great-number 
ofPhyfitions  by  idienes,daintie  fare, and  gluttony. There 

was 
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vas  neuer  any  nation  of  which  this  might  be  more  truly 
fpoken  than  of  ours.as  it  is  notorioufly  kno  wne  to  euery 
one.PoHliu^mibtu  writeth.that  in  the  beginning, Freeh  Thep,«cedin. 
men  behatied  themfelues  fimply  and  plainly  in  matters  of 
i“‘^?emcnt,  reftingin  the  determinations  giuen  by  the 
“5*/ . Seneihals.who  had  the  adminiftration  alinoft 
oral  right  and  iurifdiftion,  and  thinking  it  vnfeemely  and 
, void  ot  honeftie,to  feeke  a farre  off  for  right  by  meanes  of 
appeale.But  after  that  danders  arofeamongft  them  and 
luites  were  multiplied , foueraigneiuftice  began  to  be  ex- 
erciled  once  a yeere.and  that  for  a few  daies  togither : af- 
terward,twice  a yeere.al  waies  changing  the  place.  In  the 
end  It  was  determined.that  the  chiefe  iudgements  Ihould 
be  held  in  a certaine  place,  and  that  a houfe  Ihould  be 
. built  for  that  purpofe  at  Paris , the  principall  citie  of  the 
kingdome.  Whereuponan  the  raigne  of  the  Faire 
the  PaUace  wasereded  according  to  that  greatnes  and 
magnifacence  wherein  you  now  fee  it , with  hals  & cham- 
bers.into  which  weredillributedby  certaine  companies 
thofe  Judges  that  gaue  the  laft  fentence  fro  which  no  ap- 

peale  might  be madCjboth in  ciuill  and  criminal  matters. 

J he  eredion  of  this  Parliament  into  an  ordinarie  Court  ' ' 

doth  giuevstovnderftand  that  there  lliould  be  one  or 

two  Prefidents.  TheHrftPrefident  was  the  Earle  of  Bur-  'rheo.fci.sof 

Der^thePrendentisalwaiesoneofthePrincesoftbeEm- 

a cuftome  for  a certaine  time,  that  the 
chiefe  Prefident  jhould  be  a man  of  warre,  as  in  deede  to 
this  day  he  taketh  vpon  him  the  eftate  of  knight.  Befides 
there  were  eight  Clearks,and  twelueLay  men,foure  Prin- 
ces of  the  blood  for  Requefts  , two  Chambers  of  Inqui- 
nes,  where  there  were  eight  Lay  men , and  eight  Clearks 
ludges,and  foure  and  twentie  Relators.They  were  called 
Clearks  that  wore  long  gownes , whether  married  or  vn- 
marned  and  the  others  Lay  men  . At  this  day  there  is  the  Thcpreicr.. 
j^reat  Cbai'nbcrjwhich  is  the  hrft  and  chiefefi:  and  is  cal- 
led  the  Pleading  place , where  firft  of  all,matters  belon- 
gmg  to  the  Pceres  and  to  the  King,are  decided,  and  ordi- 

narily 
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narilythofeverball  appellations  that  are  made  ypon  the 
Pleas  of  the  Aduocats,  or  if  they  cannot  be  readily  deter- 
^ minedjthey  are  remitted  to  the  Councell,for  which  there 
is  a Chamber  appointed . Next,  there  are  fine  Chambers  . 
of  Inquiries,  wherein  procefTes  in  writing  are  examined 
anddetermined.Therealfois  the Tournel,or  place  where 
criminall  a(^ions  are  iiidged , and  the!  rcafure-chamber 
for  caufes  touching  the  kings  reuenues.There  is  the  court 
of  Requefts,wherin  chiefly  matters  of  priuiledges  belon- 
ging to  the  kings  traine  and  to  others, are  iudged.  There 
is  the  Auditorie  of  the  maifters  of  Requefts  for  the  hou- 
{hold,who  iudge  of  the  titles  of  offices : the  Chamber  of 
the  Generals,of  the  iuftice  of  the  Releefs,  and  the  Chan- 
cery. OntheotherfldeistheChamberof  accounts,and 
that  of  the  generall  Receiuers  , Some  of  the  counfellours 
are  married,others  are  Ecclefiafticall  perfons,  and  are  di- 
uided  by  Chambers  according  as  the  Court  is  furniffied . 
In  the  great  Chamber  there  are  for  the  mofl:  part  foure 
Prefidents,vnto  whom  the  neceffirie  of  times  haue  added 
tw’’0  othcrSjWho  may  be  fupprefled  when  there  is  no  need 
of  them.  In  the  other  Chambers  there  are  but  two  Prefi- 
dents.  Moreouer,there  itone  Procurator  for  the  king,  & 
two  Aduocats,to  looke  to  the  kings  prerogatiues,  and  to 
all  fuch  matters : two  Scribes  to  coIle6i:,inroil,  and  to  de- 
liuer  both  ciuill  and  criminall  deedes  : foure  Notaries 
and  Secretaries  to  eafe  them , befides  a great  number  of 
other  writers.  Budatu,  a very  man,  and  a diligent 

oTthe  fearcher  out  of  all  antiquitieffiath  obferued  in  his  firft  an- 

PaSament!  notations  vpon  the  Pandeds , that  there  were  three  forts 
of  fudges  in  the  time  of  *Thillip  the  Long . In  the  firfl: 
bench, which  was  properly  called  the  Parliament  of  Pre- 
lats  and  Barons,  vnto  vrhome  certaine  Lawyers  were  affi- 
flantSjOr  other  learned  men,called  Clearks  and  Lay  men, 
three  Prelats  and  three  Barons  were  Prefldents,and  iudg- 
ment  was  not  giuen  fo  much  by  the  pluralitie  ofvoices,as 
by  the  fufficiencie  of  thofe  that  gaue  their  verdi(fl:s . He 
faith  alfo,  that  the  Lay-counfellors  'were  taken  from  a- 
mongli  Gentlemen  and  others , of  whomcit  was  not  re- 
quired , 
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quired  that  they  fliould  be  Graduats  in  the  lawe,  but  it 
was  fufhcient  if  they  had  indifferent  skill  in  other  lear- 
ning,as  wefeethatfomefliort  gowned  men  haue  . They 
did  not  then  ftudie  the  Romane  lawes,  as  they  haue  done 
lincc : whereupon  they  haue  ereded  at  this  day  Vniuer- 
fities  of  die  lawe  in  the  beft  Townes  of  France : from 
whence  many  thinke  that  the  multitude  of  fuites  haue 
proceeded,  bicaufetheylearneby  this meanes the occu-* 
patron  or  craftofpleading.asthe  Lorde  Chancellourfl'e 
l Hofpttal declared  m his  fecond  Oration  which  he  made 
to  the  Efrates  at  Orleans . We  read  that  when  Ferdimnda 
king  ofSpaine/cnt  as  gouernour  into  the  Weft 

Hands  newly  difcouered,  he  forbad  him  to  take  any  Law-  8”'""''*'' 
yer  or  Aduocate  with  him,  thathe  might  not  cary  the 
leedeof  fuites  thither  where  there  were  noneat  all . Ci- 
cero complained  of  his  time,  that  many  notable  decrees 
ot  lawes  were  corrupted  and  depraued  by  the  curious 
heads  of  the  Lawyers . What  would  he  do  if  he  were  now 
ahue,  and  fa  we  the  great  heapes  and  piles  of  bookes,witii 
ourpradtifein  the  lawe  ? If  he  fawe  that  holie  Temple  of 
lawes  fo  vilely  polluted,  & miferably  propbaned  I Where 
athoufandcauilsand  quiddities  are  continually  coined 
by  fuch  writings , according  to  the  faying  of  that  Corai- 
callPoet:  ihatthrougb  craftnnd fubtiltie-one mijchiefe  isbe-  ' 
gottenyhn another f Moreo'uer,  inthofe  happye daies, of 
which  we  made  mention.there  were  few  ftatuts  & edids, 
bicaufe  me  thought  that  good  maners  were  the  beh  laws^ 

& That  naturall  fence  holpen  with  an  vpright  confcience^ 

pdioined  with  due  experience,  was  the  righteft  rule  to 

judge  by . But  after  that  men  became  fo  skilfiill  in  fuites 

and  that ofhces  of  iuflice/rom  honorable  but fmallv  pro-  of 

litable,  being  freely  giuen  tothofethatdefcruedthem,  oiSt""' 

cametobegainefull,  free  from  yeeldingany  account  of 

their  Goomgs,and  fetfoorth  to  fale,  as  marchandice,  for 

them  that  bad  moft,  and  offered  laft ; after  that  men  be- 

gan  to  fpice  their  fuits  with  great  ftimmes  of  nionie , and 

to  forfake  that  ancient  plainnes,  which  confifted in  gi- 

uing  of  a fewe  lunckets  to  the  Judges : after  that  })rofite 

began 
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began  to  grow  by  determining  of  by-matters, and  fueh  as 
happen  before  themaine  caufe,  and  by  deciding  of  fuites 
by  Commifhoners  : after  that  Prefidents  and  Counfel- 
lors  began  to  take  delight  in  this , that  they  were  follow^ 
ed/ollicited, and  fought  to  by  Tutors , contrary  to  the  cu- 
JcesbdgedV  ftome  of  the  Areopagites , who  iudged  by  night , and  in 
night,andinthc  thcdarke,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Oi^arcmCato^ 
*whofaid,thatitwasnotfeemely  for  aman  to  recommend 
his  right  to  the  fudges,  or  to  pray  them  to  commit  no  in- 
iuftice,bicaufe  thefe  two  things  ought  to  be  deerer  to  the 
fudges  than  to  the  parties, who  can  loofe  but  mortall  and 
vadinggoods,  whereas  the  others  pawne  their  foules  to 
hell  fire  that  lafteth  foreuer : after  that,  gifts  wererccei- 
ued  of  both  fidcs  againft  exprelfe  prohibitions  giuen  out 
foJbid^hcTiud-  publike  lawes  and  ftatutes , wherein  the  Switzers  may 
g«  to  take  any  fcruc  vnto  vs  fot  a notablc  example , amongft  whom  it  is 
fhingforiud/  forbidden  vnderpaineof  life,  to  take, any  thing  either  di- 
redly  or  indiredly  for  iudging  : after  that  Aduocats  be- 
gan to  cofider  fleightly  of  caufes,  not  hauing  fo  much  pa- 
tience to  end  one  matter , bicaufe  they  would  fpeedily  to 
•another : whereby  they  giue  occafion  many  tymes  to 
their  Clients  to  fay e,  as  a Peafantfaide  not  long  finceto 
Peafan^ttothrcc  ^^rec  famous  Aduocats,whofe  counfell  he  had  vfed:  Tru^ 
Lawyers.  Ij  ( q uoth  he  )ye  haue  lab  onred fair  e:  for  ye  haue  left  me  in  grea- 

ter doubting  thanl  was  in  before : zkcv  they  began  to  w^ritc 
in  (heetes  with  feuen  or  eight  lines  on  a fide , and  to  dif- 
guife  matters  wdth  friuolousanfwers  that  lay  open  their 
griefes,  with  contradidions,  replications,  admonitions : 
after  that  Prodors , who  in  former  times  were  to  be  had 
for  nothing,  and  appointed  for  certaine  caufes , became 
hirelingsand  perpetuall,  yea  at  this  day  their  offices  arc 
fettofale  : after  that  Sollicitors  wxre  fuffered  in  middeft 
of  them  all, to  be,  as  it  were  the  skum-gatherers  of  fuites, 
wdth  all  that  rablement  of  praditioners , who  deuoure 
thefubftanceofpooremen,  as  Drones  eate  vpthehony 
of  Bees : laftly,after  the  Chancery  did  let  loofe  the  bridle 
to  all  fortes  of  expeditions , and  went  about  to  teach  the 
Iudges,Ifay,after  thefe  things  began  to  bepradifed,  we 
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oflong  fuits.gainefull  to  wicked  and 
faithles  men,who  feeke  nothing  but  delaies,  & very  pre 
ludiciall  togood  men,  who  many-timcs  had  rathe/loofe 
their  nght,than  vndoe  themfelues  by  following  it  fo  S 
time  by  way  of  luftice . For  they  commonly  fee  the  righ- 
teft  caiife  fruilrated  by  delaies.which  are  grLted  at  th^eir 
pleafure  that  are  fauoured,  andby  infinkeotht  vS 
meanes . Sometimes  many  iiidgements  are  giuen  vpon 
one  matter,  and  yet  nothing  concluded : or  if  there  be  a- 
ny  definitiue  fentence,  it  is  by  and  by  fufpended  from  ex- 
ecution , vpon  theleaft  obiedion  thatis  made,  oreTfSt 

“uill  requeft,  or  by  a writof 
T'’"‘^^*’2ppiewerdwe,if  we  might  c^tinuehi 
at  ancient  fimplicitie  and  naturall  goodnes  rather 

our  lines  info  many 

proceedings  and  captious  fubtleties,  which  haue  corrup- 

the  of  iuftice,  impSed  fn 

^ and  mindp  of  all  men  well  borne ..  We  fee 
heaped  vp  one  vpon  another,  and  made 
immortall : thatnothingisfocertaine  which  is  not  made 
controuerfie  is  focleare,  which  is 

notobfcured : no  contradfofure,  whichisno^vndone- 
nofentence  ormdgement  foaduifedly  giuen,  which  is 
ot  made  void  : all  mens  adionsopen  to  the  flanders 
craft,  malice,  redemptions,  and  pollings  of  Lawyers  • 

iaitot  all,  that  in  the  dealings  of  men  nowe 

mahieth  '' Tlfis““n  thereof  re- 

maineth  . This euill being fo great,  andgrownetofuch 

extremitie.  It  IS  impoffible  but  that , according  to  the 

things,  the  ruinethereof  rtioJd  be  at 

hand, or  at  leaft  itis  to  receiuefome  notable chau<^e  with- 

,in  ftortfpace  For  (as  P&r.faith)  in  a corrupt  Common- 

ealth  denied  with  many  vices,  ifa  man  fliould  thinke  to 

bringitbackeagaineto  hir  firft  brightnes  anddimiitie 

thlreo7bv{ittf'’^^*!l^f“i'*’  curing  the  contagion 

ott  oneof /^.^r^heades,  inwhofeplace  feuen  moedid 

Yy  / lp,,„g 


Ofthc  miTerie 
which  length 
offuitsbriiig 
with  ir. 


The  great  abuf 
of  iuftice in 
France. 


How  a corrupt 
Common- 
wealth muft  be 
corrected. 


^00  Ofludgements, 

fprinavp  : but  that  alterarion  anddiforder  whereby  all 
euill  & vice  was  brought  into  the  Common-wealth,  mult 
be  plucked  vp  by  the  rootes  . Therefore  let  vs  not  thinke 
it  ftrange,if  they  that  haue  the  raines  of  the  gouernment 
of  this  Eftate  in  their  hands,  find  fo  many  difficulties  and 
fo  fmall  meanes,in  the  reformation  thcrof.  Eor,as  Dem*- 
des  faid , they  gouerne  nothing  bat  the  (hipwrackeof  the 
Common-wealth.  Neuertheleshoneft  men,  indued  with 
fome  gifts,&  with  good  iudgement , ought  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  in  fo  great  a ftorme,  but  the  more  that  the  tem- 
peftuous  rage  thereof  fecmethto  torment  the  Veflellof 
our  Common-wealth , and  that  with  fuch  violence , that 
the  Patron  himfelfe  and  the  Pilotes  are,  in  a manner  tired, 
and  faint  with  contlnuall  trauell , fo  much  the  more  dili- 
gently ought  thepafiengerstolend  their  hands,  fome  to 
the  failes , fome  to  the  tackling , and  fome  to  the  anchor . 
yea  now  is  the  timeffollowingthe  counfell  of  Cicerom  the 
like  cafe)  that  all  that  are  endued  withfingular  giftesof 
nature , fit  for  the  managing  of  affaires , ought  boldly  to 
whenitisUw-  take  ypoii  thempublike  Offices  andEftats  without  rcare, 
totheende  that  all  entrance  maybe  ffiutvp  againftthe 
wicked , who  are  the  nouriihers  of  this  prefent  corrupti- 
on . Nowe^ifthofe  three  things,  which  Aristotle  xt(\\xy 
rethin  all  good  Judges  and  Magiftrates,  did  abound  in 
them  that  ihould  heerafter  be  called  to  adminifier  lullice 
and  iudgement;  namely , a loue  to  the  prefent  Eftate,a  fuf- 
ficiencie  to  exercife  thofe  duties  that  are  required  in  their 
office,  with  vertue  and  iuftice,  we  might  yet  fee  fome  ^ea 
and  forme  of  that  golden  age , wherein  our  Predecefiors 
liued , we  might  fee  pietie  and  iuftice  flouri(h,to  the  great 
benefite  and  felicitie  of  this  French  Monarchie . Con- 
cerning that  which  may  be  further  required  in  the  duties, 
qualities , and  conditions  of  good  Judges , we  may  be  in- 
ftrudedby  our  other  treatife,  wherein  we  entreated  ot 
Counfellors  of  Eftate,and  alfo  by  calling  to  mind  the  for- 
mer difeourfes  of  vertue  and  iuftice  . J onely  will  adde 
heere,  that  it  were  very  commendable  and  full  of  profite, 

vea  neceflarie  for  the  Eftate , that  all  the  companies  of 
^ Judges 
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Judges  (liould  be  compounded  of  ftich  notable  old  men,  ought  «o 

as  with  their  knowledge  haue  experience  of  many  things,  « wliTri? 

And  in  dccdc  this  title  of  Senstor^  which  wsls  giuen  them  joined 

in  ancient  time,  (ignifieth  an  olde  man : neither  did  the  wSc 

Grecians  or  Romanes  call  any  to  that  degree , but  olde  * 

men . But  how  can  we  defire  a more  heauenlie  ordinance 

than  chat  which  Godhimfelfe  appointed,  when  he  efta- 

bliihed  a Senate  } Gather  togither  ffaide  he ; three  fcorc 

andtenneof  theancienteftof  the  people,  wife  men,  and 

fuch  as  feare  God . Surely  in  this  eleSion  of  Judges,  it 

behooueth  Kinges  to  vfe  great  prudence,  and  (as  Ificra- 

tesfaide)  to  take  triallof  them,  toknowe  whether  they 

are  of  good  iudgement . whether  they  haue  a iharpe  fight 

in  affaires,  and  whether  they  are  not  troubled  with  the 

change  of  their  life,  butbehaue  themfelues  wifely  ine- 

uery  eftate , both  in  profperitie  and  in  aduerfitie  I cfpcci-  ^3giftrat«  kuH; 

ally  to  take  good  order  that  they  be  not  fuch  as  are  fub- 

ieeft  to  lucre,  from  whence  all  iniufticeproceedeth,  Ther-  ^ 

fore  Cicera would  haiiethecdntemptof  temporaJgoods, 

frbm  whence  all  quietnesof  our  mindes  commeth , to 

be  no  lelfe  in  Magiftrates , than  in  true  Philofophers . 

Yea , he  faith , that  they  ought  to  be  morecarefull  and 
laborious  to  attaine  vnto  it,  than  the  others , bicaufe 
worldhe  affaires  toucheth  them  neerer,  fo  that  they  haue 
greater  caufe  to  ftand  in  feare  of  the  alteration  of  fortune, 
aduerfitie,  and  of  pouertic . Vnto  which  agreeth  fitly 
that  faying  of  P/ime  the  yoonger : That  nepomt  ofPhiUfiphy  The  chicfeii 
u more  excellent  than  todeale  inpubltke  affaires, and  to  do  iaftice,  P°'''tofPbiIo. 
rvherefy  they  praBce  that  which  Philofophers  teach . But  out  of 
queftion,the  forme  and  manner , which  of  late  time  hath 
beene  vfed  in  calling  Judges  & Officers  to  their  charges, 

IS  lofarre  from  that  which  we  defire  heere,  that  in  this  re- 
rpe<^a  man  may  call  it  the  mother  of  all  corruption  and 
iniuitice. For  when  a ludge  is  made,  his  knowledge  is  not  a corrupt ma- 
^amined,his  integrity  & vprigh  tnes  of  life  is  not  weighed 
his  long  experience  is  not  confidered , his  age  & vertue  is 
not  regarded,but  only  his  crownes  are  viewed  to  fee  w'he- 
ther  they  are  weight.  Now  fince  that  fuch  men  grew  rich, 

Y y ij  although 
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although  they  are  found  infufficient , yet  they  obtainc  fo 
many  letters  of  commandement , fomany  Mandatums 
oneinanothersneckc,  that  in  the  end  they  are  receiued 
whatfoeuer  they  are , to  the  great  preiudice  of  the  w hole 
Common-wealth.  We  are  therefore  to  willi  that  all  valu- 
ing and  fale  ofoffices.efpecially  of  iudgement  and  luftice 
may  beaboliflied  and  difanulled,  that  all  meanesof  fauor 
and  ambition  may  be  taken  away , that  the  ancient  and 
happie  ordinances  of  our  kings  may  bereftored : efpeci- 
II  wes“con.^  ally  that  decree  ofS.Lewwthe  king,  whereby  he  enaded, 
cerningthe  ele- that  all  publikc  olhces  (hould  bc  beftowed  vpontheele- 
ftionot officers.  perfons , chofen  by  the  Officersand  Citi- 

zens of  thofe  places,  to  one  of  which  foelefted , the  ki  ng 
/ was  togiue  freely  without  monie  , the  office  then  void. 

This  holie  ordinance  hath  fince  that  time  beene  often  re- 
nued  by  kingP^/V///?  the  ¥zivCyCharies  the  Wik  yCharles  the 
n,Lerves  the  1 1,  and  Charles  the  ninth  that  dead  is,  when 
his  Eftates  were  held  at  Orleans . So  that  if  the  King  and 
his  Councell  would  aduifedly  confider  of  thefe  things  in 
theeftablifliing  of  Judges  and  Magiftrates  in  his  king- 
dome  , and  would  ftrengthen  them  in  the  execution  of 
their  iudgements , the  obedience  of  hisfubic6l:s;  w^uld 
be  greater,  and  the  foundation  of  all  good  order  and  po- 
licie  more  fure. 

Of  Seditions.  Chap.  6^. 

AS  it  is  neceffarie  that  all  things  which  haue 
a beginning  (hould  end,  & which  encreafe 
(hould  diminiffiand  w^axtf  olde,  fome  foo- 
ner , others  later  , according  to  the  dirpodtion  of  that’ 
Nocarthiy  matter  whereof  they  are  compounded , and  through  the 
rhing perpetual  of  the hcaucnlie  bodies, from  wffiich  fnature 

woorking  in  them  by  hir  author ) this  continuall  and  mu- 
tuall  fucceffion  of  generation  and  corruption  procee- 
deth  : fo  are  publike  eftates  firft  inftituted , cncreafed, 

maintainedjleffiened,changed,deftroied,  turned  &rctiir-. 

ned  one  fro  another  by  the  difpofition  of  God.Thofe  that 
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are  beft  grounded  in  religion  and  uiftice,haue  their  pow- 
er moftaffuredjand  are  of  longeft  continuance,  but  none 
are  perpetual!,  although  theirpolicie  and  manner  of  go- 
uernment  be  neuer  fo  good.For  we  fee  them  al  corrupt  in  T 
procefle  of  time,  and  in  the  end  perilli  through  their  own 
Vices  that  follow  and  accompanie  them , being  firft  moo- 
ued  and  ftirred  vp  by  nothing  fo  much  as  by  fedition,and 
auill  warre.This  bringerh  to  lightall  euill  thatlurkcth  in 
thofe  members  of  the  politike  body  that  are  moftperni- 
tioiis,vntill  the  infeaion  be  wholy  fpread,  and  hath  taken 
hold  of  the  nobleft  parts  thereof,  whereby  it  is  brought 
to  extreamemiferie  without  hope  of  remedie.  Nowe  al- 
though  euery  one  of  vshaue  fufficient  feeling  heereof  in 
himfelfe  by  his  owne  harme.yet  we  may  know  it  better  by 
taking  occafion  vpon  this  fubied  to  difeourfe  of  the  na- 
ture of  feditions,&  of  their  common  effeds,  that  we  may 
haue  them  in  greater  deteftation , and  bring  euery  one  of 
vs  his  hart  and  mind  to  helpe  this  Eftate,  if  there  remaine 
neuer  fo  little  (heweor  meanes  whereby  the  fubuerfion 
thereof  may  yet  be  kept  backe.  ButI  leaue  the  difeourfe 
of  this  matter  to  you  my  Companions, 

A CHI  T o B . All  fedition  is  euill  and  pernitious , al- 
though  it  feemeth  to  haue  a good  and  honeft  caufe . For  it  Noiniurieisa 

were  better  for  him  that  is  author  offedition,  tofuffera- 

ny  lofle  or  iniurie,than  to  be  the  occafion  of  lb  great  an  e-  niooucfcditiras, 
uill,as  to  raife  ciuill  warre  in  his  countrie. 

A s B R . Nature  (faith  Empedocles ) vfbth  no  other 
meanes  to  deftroy  and  to  ouerthrow  hir  creatures , than 
difcord  and  difiundion : and  fedition(as  Thucydides  faith  1 
comprehendeth  in  it  all  kind  of  euils  . Let  vs  then  heare 
A M A N A, who  will  prooue  this  fufficiently  vnto  vs. 

Am  AN  A.  If  we  eonlider,  how  God  minding  to  pu- 
, nilh  zAdamiox  his  ingratitude  and, difobedience,  made 
his owne  members  rebellagainftthefpirite,  vnto  which 
they  obeied  before,  whereby  he  became  captiuevnderTheorigMof 
tne  iawe  or  linne,  ho  doubt  but  we  may  fay^that  after  the 
fame  manner  he  chaftifeth  Kings , Princes,  and  Heads  of 
Common-wealths,  that  haue  no  care  to  obey  hiscom- 

Yy  iij  mande- 
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mandettients  j and  to  caufe  others  to  keepe  them,  by  the 
rebellion  of  their, ovrne  fubie^ls , not  without  great  dan- 
ger of  depriuation  from  all  authoritie  by  them,and  of  re- 
ceiuilig  the  law  at  their  hands  to  whome  they  (hould  giue 
it,  asithathbeene  feene^  pradifed  in  many  Eftatesand 
Thccaufeofv  gouemments . Religion  and  theloueof  God  bringeth 
nionandcon-  w^ith  it  all  vnionand  concord,  preferueth  Kingdomes 
and  Monarchies  in  their  integritie.and  is  the  nurfing  mo- 
The  fruits  of  the  thet  of  pcace  and  amitie  amongll  them.But  the  contempt 
contemptofie-  of  religion  briiigcth  difcotd  and  confufion,  ouerturneth 
all  order.treadeth  vcrtue  vnder  foote,giueth  authority  to 
vice , and  foweth  quarrels  and  diffentions  amongft  men, 
from  whence  feditions  and  priuate  murders  proceed,  and 
in  the  end  ciuill  and  open  wars, which  are  as  flaming  fires 
to  take  hold  of,  and  to  confume  moft  flourifldng  Eliates. 
For  without  doubt, if  men  had  in  them  the  true  loue  and 
feareof  God,  which  cannot  be  without  theloueof  our 
neighbour, no  fuch  effeds  would  euer  proceed  from  them 
works  and  adions.  Politicks  haue  labored  infinite  waies 
to  maintainc  the  people  in  peace,  and  to  caufe  ciuill  iu- 
ftice  to  flourifli.They  haue  made  many  Lawes  and  Edids, 
many  Statutes , appointed  many  punilhments , to  bridle 
the  boldnes  of  feditious  fellowes , to  reprefle  extorfions, 
wrongs , and  murders ; but  bicaule  they  built  without  a 
Peace  and  eon-  foundation, that  is,  without  the  feare  of  God,  all  their  la- 
u^fealetr*^  hour  taken  therein  was  fruitles . It  is  the  feare  rf  God  onelj 
Go'l-  that  caufeth  faords  to  be  broken  and  turned  into  mattocks , and 

fbearesintofiethes,  as  Ifaias^nA  GW/cn^fpeake  : thatisto 
Micati4-3  • ^ ^ ,yhich  breedeth  humanitie  and  gentlenes,  mollifieth 

mens  harts , and  caufeth  them  to  fuffer  much  to  auoide 
ftrife  and  debate ; in  a word,  which  is  able  to  vnite  m one 
with  vs  moft  ftrange  and  barbarous  nations.  Bcfides,itis 
the  profeflion  of  godlines  to  fuffer , and  not  to  offer  vio- 
' fence , neither  can  it  bring  foorth  euill  effeds  contrarie 
to  their  caufe.  This  deferueth  to  be  handled  at  large,  but 
our  prefent  fubied  leadeth  vs  to  difcourfe  of  the  nature 
of  feditions,  and  to  fet  before  oureies  theeuils  that  pro- 
ceede  thereof,  both  by  reafons  and  examples , referring 
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theconfideration  of  their  caufes  vnto  fome  other  time 
heereafter . Seditiotuhen  being  taken  generally,  is  no- what fcdirion, 
thing  elfe  but  ciiiill  warre , fo  hurtfiill  to  all  Eftates  and  **• 
Monarchies,  that  it  is  the  feede  of  all  kinde  of  euils  in 
them,  cuen  of  thofe  that  are  moft  execrable . Itengen-ThefnAsofft. 
dreth  and  nourillieth  want  of  reuerence towards  God , 
difobedience  to  Magiflratcs , corruption  of  manners  * 
change  of  lawes,  contempt  of  iuftice,  and  bafe  cftimati- 
on  of  learning' and  fciences.  Itcaufeth  horrible  reuen- 
ging/orgetfulnes  of  conranguinitie,parentage,&  friend- 
lhip,extorlions,violence,robberies,  wafting  of  countries, 
facking  of  townes , burning  of  buildings, ”confifcations, 
flights,  banifliments,  cruell  profcriptions,  fauagc mur- 
ders, alterations  and  ouerthrowes  of  Policies,  with  other 
infinite  excefles  and  intollerablemiferies,  pitifulltobe- 
hold,and  forrowfull  to  rehearfe . Sedition  armeth  the  fa- 
ther again.ft  the  fon,the  brother  againft  the  brother,  kinf- 
man  againft  kinfman , men  of  the"  fame  nation,  prouince, 
and  citie,one  againft  another.  Heerupon  the  field  s, which 
before  were  fertile , are  left  vntilled , fumptuousand  rich 

houfes  remaine  emptie  & forfaken , famous  and  wealthie 

townes  ftand  defolate,  by  reafon  of  the  lolfe  of  their  anci- 
ent ornaments,  I meane  their  priuate  and  publike  buil- 
dings,and  their  notable  Inhabitants  and  Citizens.  And, 

which  is  woorft  of  all , no  man  will  acknowledge  a Soue- 
raigne,but  euery  Prouince  will  feeke  to  withdraw  it  felfe, 
and  to  be  made  a Canton . In  the  end,the  bodie  thus  dif- 
membred,andthe  parts  thereof  infeded  with  the  fame 
poifonof  difcord,deftroythemfelues  i thattheprophe- 
fie  of  lefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  truth  it  felfe,  might  be 
fulfilled  , where  he  faith  : Th4t  euery  ki»^me  diuided  in  Matth.i  i.zj, 
it  felfe , fhdlbe defoUte . Therefore  did  rather  chufe  ^ sam  2/1  * 

a plague  amongeft  hisfubieds,  than  warre  or  tumults.  ’ 

And  TjthagorM  fayde , that  three  thinges  were  by  all 
mcanes  to  be  remooued : a difeafe  fiom  the  bodie , ignorance 
fiom  the  foule,  and pdition  from  the  Cttie  . TlatodX^o  affir- 
meth , that  no  euifl  is  woorfe  in  a Citie  than  that  which  ' 
diuideth  it,  and  of  one  maketh  it  two : and  that  nothing 

Yy  iiij  is 
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is  better  than  that  thing  which  tieth  and  vniteth  it  togi- 
Whatcommu.  thcr.Whercupon  he  wiflied , that  there  mightbeacom- 
' tnunion,not  onely  of  all  goods, but  alfo  of  that  which  na- 
Common-wcith  turc  hath  appropriated  to  euery  one, as  of  eies,  eares,and 
hands , to  the  end  that  whofoeuer  faw , heard,  or  did  any 
thing,  he  might  imployallto  common  profiteand  vfe, 
thereby  to  maintaine  better  the  miituall  loue  of  Citizens, 
who  hauing  nothing  priuate,woLild  by  this  meanes  be  al^ 
waies  touched  with  the  fame  ioy  and  griefe , praifing  and 
didiking  alliointly  togither  the  fame  things . There  arc 
Two  kinds  of  two  forts  of  warre  mentioned  alfo  by  ?kto , who  calleth 
the  one  fcdition,which  is  the  woorft,  and  the  other  which 
is  more  gentle,is  that  againft  ftrangers.  NeHor,^m{^  and 
prudent  counfellour  among  the  Grecians,faid  in  a Coun- 
cell fas  Homer  reporteth)  that  he  which  loueth  ciuill  war, 
is  a moft  wretched , cruell,  anddeteftable  man,  andvn- 
woorthy  to  Hue.  And  truly  if  we  looke  to  the  examples  of 
thofe  fruits,  which  haue  alwaies  proceeded  of  ciuill  wars, 
we  (hall  fee  that  they  haue  beene  guided  after  a moft  cru- 
el and  horrible  kind  of  hoftilitie,and  that  their  iftue  hath 
beene  the  Ioffe  and  ouerthrow  of  many  flouri(hing  Com- 
The  fruits  of  ci-  mon-wealths.  TtejK^^/V/^/fpeakingof  the  generall  diffen- 
uihvarrc  among  fion  amongft  the  Grecians  for  diuerfity  of  gouernments, 
the  Grecians,  fought  to  bring  in  amongft  themfelues,fome 

defiring  to  be  gouerned  in  a Democraty , others  in  an  O- 
ligarchy , rehearfeth  incredible  euils  which  arofe  of  that 
warre.Asfoone  (faith  he)  asanyinfolencic  was  knowne 
to  be  committed  in  one  place , others  were  encouraged 
to  do  woorfe.to  enterprife  fome  new  thing , and  to  foewe 
that  they  were  more  diligent  than  others , or  more  info- 
lent  and  hot  in  reuenging  themfelues.  They  difguifed  all 
the  euils  w'hich  they  committed  with  commendable  ti- 
tles,calling  rafhnes  tJMagmmmitie , and  modeftie  ^afenes 
of  mind:  head-long  indignation  LManline5  2i^AHardtnes, 
prudent  counfell  and  deliberation  Coloured  hackzfiding. 
Whereby  it  came  to  paffe  that  whofoeuer  alwaies  foewed 
himfelfe  furious,was  accounted  a loial  friend,and  he  that 
gain-faid,was  fufpeaed.  If  any  one  of  the  contrarie  fadi- 

on 
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on  gaue  any  good  and  honeft  counfell,  it  was  not  acccp' 
tedrbut  if  they  could  withftand  it  by  any  notorious  deed, 
they  had  rather  be  reuenged  fo,  then  they  would  not  giue 
occalion  to  others  to  offer  the  like  wrong  to  them.  When 
any  agreement  was  made  and  confirmed  with  a folemne 
othe,it  lafted  y ntil  one  of  the  parties  grew  to  be  the  ftron- 
ger,thac  he  might  breakeand  violate  thefame^and  by  ex- 
tremewickednesouercome  the  other,  which  proceeded 
of  couetoufnes  and  defire  of  other  mens  goods.  Hereup- 
on thofe  faaions  andpart-takings  were  kindled , which 
procured  infinite  euils  to  the  whole  countrey  of  Grxeia, 
wherein  there  was  no  quietnefle,  vntillitwasquite  ouer- 
throwen  by  feditions  and  ciuill  warres.  This  is  that  which 
.D(?/»«^^j-obieaed  to  the  Athenians  by  way  of  rcproche,  Demaaesre. 
that  they  neuer  intreated  of  peace  but  in  mournyne  procheththc 
gownes,  namely,  after  they  had  loft  many  of  their  kinP 
tokes  and  friends  in  battels  and  skirmiihes. 

King  of  Lacedemonia  bewailed  this  miferie  when  he  (awe 
fuchcruell  warres  betweene  the  Athenians  and  Lacede- 
monians, people  oforie  countrey,  and  although  he  had 
wonne  a great  battell  neere  vnto  Corinth  with  great  Ioffe 

to  his  enimies.and  finall  hurt  to  his  owne  men,yet  not  re- 
joicing,but  rather  being  very  forowfull,  hevttered  thefe 
words  with  a loud  voyce : Opoore  Gmcia,  howmiferMe  an  Agefiiaus'be- 
thou  tojUy  mth  thine  owne  hands fo  many  of  thy  valiaunt  men,  as 
tvouldhauefufficedtodifcomfite  in  one  battell  all  the  Barbarians  "fCraS™ 
iiynedtogither.  Hiftories  tell  vs, that  the  Romanes  came  to 
that  great  Empire  morebydiffentionsand  ciuill  warres 
which  they  fowed  amongli  their  iieighbors,than  by  force 
of  armes.  For  after  they  had  kindled  the  fire  in  one  nati- 
on,they  maintained  one  fide  a certaine  time,  vntill  in  the 
end  theyouerwhelmed  both  the  one  and  the  other. Thus 
they  deceiued  the  Carthaginians, the  Afians,  theGaules, 
and  Grxeia.  Onely  England  was  not  quite  fubdued,  bi-  Tbepmdence 
caule  It  knew  their  praftifes,  and  turned  all  domefticall 
choler  againft  the  eiiemie  when  the  danger  was  common. 

Traianxht  emperour  writing  to  the  Senate  of  Rome  a- • , 
mongft  other  things  fent  thefe  wordes : / recommend  vnto  the'sTnate'5" 

you 
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yoti  aboue  all  things,  friendfhif  and  brotherhood  amongyourfelues; 
hicaufe  ye  k^ow  that  in  great  Common-wealths  home-warres  are 
more  hartfall  than  thoje  that  are  made  againHflrangers  , For  if 
kinCmen  and  neighbours  had  neaer  begun  to  hate  one  another, & to 
war  one  vpon  another, Demetrim  had  neaer  ouerthrowen  Rhodes, 
nor  AlexanderTyrus,  nor  Marcellas  Syracufa,-n^ScipwNu- 
Th-Romanc  And  in  deed  the  Romane  Empire  from  h>r 

Empire  ctecaieH  ereatneflc  by  the  fame  meanes  of  ciuill  warre  which  they 
throughicdiii.  time  nouriftied  among  others  . Yea  it  is  cer- 

taine,  that  in  no  place  part-takings  full  of  all  kind  of  cru- 
eltie.w’ere  fo  vfuall  and  fo  long  time  pradifed,  or  faaions 
and  feditions  were  more  cruell  than  in  Rome  . The  nrlt 
TK.„i,iniiof  occafion  thereof  was  their  gouernement , wherein  the 
Jl’eRoSaiie  fe-  people  alwayes  fet  themfelues  again!!  the  Senate  and  the 
ditionj.  Nobilitie,  the  Senate  feeking  to  rule  without  mealure, 
and  the  people  to  encreafe  their  libertie . During  thefe 

dilfentionsjitcametopaffethatatone  timefoure  thoii- 

fand  and  fiue  hundreth  flaues  and  baniflied  men  inuaded 
the  Capitoll, and  wanted  litle  ofmaking  themfelues  lords 
of  Rome.  (Mppianhzth  written  at  large  of  their  feditions 
and  partialities, and  faith  that  through  ambition  and  co- 
uetoufnes  one  fide  daily  fought  to  diminilh  the  authoritie 
of  the  other.  He  faith  that  being  vpon 

this  occafion,  and  in  thefe  dilfentions  driuen  out  of  the 
citie  contrary  to  right  and  reafon,went  to  the  Volici,  and 

warred  on  their  fide  again!!:  his  coun  trey , being  the  hrlt 

baniflied  perfon  thattooke  armes  again!!  Rome  . And 
in  deed,neither  in  the  councell.nor  in  the  citie,  there  was 
nofworddrawen,  normanflainein  ciuilfedition,  vntill 

T Gracchuuhe  Tyberius  Grocchus  h\iO\inngtht}peo'p\t,  & making  lawes 

firft  that  was  jj)  their  behalf,  was  killed, and  many  others  that  were  with 

bfS.™'  himintheCapitollneeretheXemple.Whereuponhatred 

and  rancor  increafingopenly  among!!  them, infinite  mur- 
ders followed, and  many  ofthcchiefefteuen  the  Conluls 

were  !laine,the  contempt  of  lawes  and  iudgements  en!m 
ed,and  in  the  end  open  war,armies  & troupes  one  again!! 
another  with  incredible  thefts  and  cruelties. At  laft  Ccw- 
liusSylla,  one  of  the  feditions  petfons,  feeking  to  redrefle 


M.Coriolanus 
beingbanilhed 
contrary  to 
right,  tooke 
antics  againft 
his  countrey. 
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one  euil  with  another,  (after  thcfe  diflentions  had  conti- 
nued about  jo.yceres)  made himfelfprinceouer  the  reft 
in  many  things,  taking  vpon  him  the  office  ofa  Didator, 
who  was  woont  in  former  time  to  be  created  in  the  grea- 
teft  dangers  of  the  common-wealth  only  for  fix  moneths. 

But  ^/iSiwaschofenperpetuall  Diftator,  bicaufe  neceffi-  syihmadehim. 
tie  fo  required, as  hefaid  himfelfe.  After  he  had  pradifed 
much  violence,  he  continued  in  quietncs  like  a conque-  " 
rour,and  was  thereupon  furnamed  the  Happie.  After  his 
death  feditions  began  a fre(li,and  rcuenging  of  thofe  cru- 
elties which  he  had  committed,vntil  Caiu^  Cxfar  laid  hold 
of  the  Seignorie  and  principalitie,  hauing  difcomfited  & 
ouercome  Tompey,  to  whome  he  was  before  allied . For 
when  they  twaine  fought  by  their  plat-formes  and  deui- 
fes  to  comniaund  all,  they  could  not  abide  one  another 
within  a while  after,  Pompey  being  vnwilling  to  haue  an 
equalljandCVyJrrafuperiour.  Afterward  Brutw  and  Caf. 
fiui  beyng  mooued  with  defire  either  of  rule,or  ofpublike 
libertie,flcw  C^fir;  whereupon  the  feditions  grew  grea- 
ter than  they  were  before,  and  the  triumuirate  warre  was 
opened  againft  them,  which  preuailing  for  a time,  was  it 
felfe  diffolued  and  brought  to  nothing.  For  OElauiw  on- 
ly of  the  three  remained  a peaceable  pofleflbr  of  the  Ro- 
mane  Empire,  beyng  happy  in  all  things,and  feared  of  all 
men,  leaning  lieyres  of  his  race  to  rule  the  Monarchic  af- 
ter him.  beyng  dead,  the  eflate  began  vnder  xheRomane 


Tyberim  his  fbccetfour,  a voluptuous  prince,  to  decline  Empire  bcgL 
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by  little  and  little  from  the  periode  of  hirgreatoeiTe,  vn-  “S. 
till  in  the  ende  there  remayned  no  more  than  that  which 
wefeeindofed  within  the  limites  of  Germanic. 
andm  Empire  beyng  the  greateft  that  euer  was,  vanilhed  threw Aie“S'. 
away  as  a fireofTowe,  through  .the  diuifion  and  difor-‘'‘”’^'"f''®- 
der  that  was  amongft  his  fuccelTourcs . The  Empire  of  Theca„reofthe 
Conftantinople  through  the  part-takings  of  Princes,  is  jj'meofcon. 
brought  vnderthetyrannous  and  miferable  power  of  an 
Ethnike  and  barbarous  Turke.  We  read  in /ofipbus  that 
the  kingdome  of ludxa  became fubied  and  tributarie  to  fobkal^nofu^ 
the  Romanes, through  the  ciuill  warres  between  Hircanm  ‘J^atotheRo- 

, mans. 


and 
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and  ArOiobHlpUy^'ho  were  brothers . For  Tompey  being  of 
Hifcantu  fide^tooke  the  citie  of  Hierufaletn,  and  led  away 
Ari^obHlHsmdi  his  children  prifoners  with  him,  after  the 
countrey  had  fuffred  infinite  calamities  by  their  domefti- 
cal  diuifions.  Which  when  Onm  a holy  man  did  wel  fore- 
fee, he  with-drew  himfelfe  into  a fecret  place,  and  would 
not  take  part  either  with  the  one  or  the  other  fide  . And 
being  taken  by  Hircanm  his  men, they  required  him,  that 
as  once  he  obtained  raine  by  his  prayers  in  the  tyme  of  a 
drought,  fo  he  would  now  curfe  AriHobulHs  and  allthofe 
of  his  fadioii : but  he  contrary  wife  lifting  vp  his  hands  to 
Onias  prayer.  heauen,vttrcd  thefe  wordes.  O God,  king  of  the  whole  world, 
feeing  thefemenawongwhom  I ftand,are  thy  people, andthey  that 
are  af ailed, thy  TPrieflsJ  be feech  thee  humbly,  that  thou  wonldeti 
harken  neither  to  thefe  men  againH  the  other,  nor  to  the  other  a- 
gainft  thefe : for  which  holy  prayer  he  was  ftoned  to  death, 
fuch  was  the  poifoned  rage  of  this  people  one  againft  an 
other.  Was  there  euer  any  folly, or  rather  fury  like  to  that 
liif  between  of the  Guclphes  and  Gybellines  in  Italy,  ofwhomc  the 
the  Gueiphes  One  fide  held  with  the  Pope,  and  the  other  with  the  Eni- 
perour  ? The  Italians  vpon  no  other  occafion  but  only  in 
fauour  of  thefe  two  names,  entred  into  fo  extreme  a qua- 
rell  throughout  the  whole  countrey,  that  greater  crueltie 
could  not  be  wrought  between  the  Infidels  and  Chrifti- 
ans,than  was  committed  amongft  them.This  contention 
continueth  yet,  infomuch  that  murders  are  euery  where 
committed  in  the  townes,eucn  between  naturall  brethre, 
yea  between  the  father  and  his  fonnes-,  without  all  regard 
Thegrcatcru-  either  of  bloud  or parentage  . Their  goods  are  fpoyled, 
dticof  the  their  houfes  razed,fome  bani(hed,others  flain  : & whileft 
Gybe^iSer'^  euery  one  fcareth  lead  any  reuenge  ^ould  be  layed  vp  in 
ftore  for  him, or  for  fome  other  of  his  fide,they  kill  many 
times  litle  infants, whom  the  mod  barbarous  men  in  the 
world  would  fpare.  Thefe  two  faftions  fought  continual- 
ly togither  through  mortall  hatredjfo  that  they  could  not 
dwell  togither  in  one  citie,  butthe  dronger always  draue 
By  what  tokens  out  and  expelled  the  Other.  They  knew  one  another  by 
feathers, by  the  fafliion  of  their  hofe,by  cutting  of  bread, 

dicing 
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Hieing  of orenges,and  by  other  markes : which  is  a very 
! ■ pernicious  thing,  and  hath  procured  great  deftruftion  of 

people.and  ouerthrow  of  townes.  The  Italians  fay,  that 

this  fire  was  firft  kindled  at  Piftoya  between  two  brethre,  Theoriginaii  of 
the  one  czlltd Gnelph,  and  the  other  C;ibellm,  who  quarel- 
ling  togither,diuided  the  towne  between  them, whereup- 
on the  GibeUins  were  driuen  out.  This  feparation,Iike  to  a 
contagious  difeafejvpon  no  other  occafion  was  fpread  o- 
uer  all  Italy,infomuch  thatafterward  all  that  were  at  con- 
tention any  where,  werediuidedintoGuelphs&  Gibel- 
lines,  ‘i  he  Germains  thinke  that  thefe  names  came  from 
thir  countrey  and  language ; and  that  the  emperor  Trede- 
rH^  the  fecond,  in  whole  time  this  diuifion  began,  called 
his  friends  Gibellmes,  bicaufehe  leaned  vpon  them , as  a 2 
houfe  doth  vpon  two  ftrong  walles  that  keep  it  from  fal- 
ling : and  thole  that  were  againfl:  him  of  the  fadion  of 
Pope  the  nintb,he  called  Guelphs,that  is  to  fay, 

WoIues.  Vv^hat  did  England  fuffer  by  the  deuilion  of  the 
houfesofYorkeandLancafter,  thatgaue  the  white  andShoofe^' 
red  Holes  in  their  armes  ? Which  contention  although  it  Xaa- 

began  when  Henne  the  4.  who  wasduke of Lancafler and ‘ 
carle  of  Darbie,  vfurped  the  kingdom  vpon  his  colin  Ri^ 
the  fecond,  whomhecaufed  to  be  flaiuein  prifon, 
after  he  had  compelled  him  to  religne  his  kingly  power 
and  crowne  ofEngIand,yetit  was  hotteft  in  the  raigne  of 
king  Henry  the  6.  who  fucceeding  his  father  and  grand- 
rather,wasat  Paris  crowned  kingof  JEnglandand  France. 

Afterward  fauouring  the  houfe  of  Lancalfer  againft  the 
houfe  of  Yorke,  they  that  held  with  the  red  Rofe  tooke 
arm^  againft  him,  fo  that  in  the  end  he  was  depriued  of  bvthc 
his  eftate,  and  ftiut  vp  as  prifoncr  in  the  Tower  ofLondo 
where hewasafterthatputtodeath.  Thefe  fadions  and 
ciuillwarres  {2,s  Philhp  Cominatis  wnltth)  indured  about 
^S.yeercs,  wherein  there  died  at  fundry  battelsand  skir- 
milhesaboue  80.  perfonsofthe  bloudroyall,  with  the 
flower  of  the  nobilitie  of  England,  belides  an  infinite  nu- 
ber  or  the  vaiiaunteft  men  and  beft  warriours  among  the 
people.  Many  lordes  were  put  in  prifon, or  bauiflied,  lea- 
ding 
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ding  the  reft  of  their  Hues  miferably  in  ftrange  coun  treys: 
the  ancient  pollicie  of  the  kingdom  corrupted, iuftice  c6- 
temncd,and  the  Hand  impoueriihed,  vntill  in  the  end  the 
Tbevnion  of  eadc  of  Richmond  ouercamc  king  Rwhard  , enioyed  the 
Lfn«i[frrwd  kingdom  quietly,  and  was  called  Henrj  the  feuenth  ; ha- 
Yoiks.  uing  married  Eli3:^beth  daughter  to  Edward  the  fourth, 
both  of  them  beyng  the  foie  hcircs  of  the  families  ofLan- 
cafterand  Yorke.  By  means  of  this  mariage  the  diffenti- 
on  ceafed  in  England,  and  the  red  and  white  Rofes  were 
ioyned  togitherin  onearmes . There  was  no  Countrey 
ofciuii  warres  more  afflided  than  Spayne,  both  by  ciuill  warres  and  by 
inspaiac.  Neighbour-ftatcs , when  it  was  diuided  into  many  king- 
domes.  The  Moores  ouer-ranne  it  on  the  one  fide,  the 
French  and  Engliihmen  deuoured  it  on  the  other,  taking 
part  at  the  firft  with  the  diflentions  that  were  in  Caftile 
between  Don  Peter  and  Don  Henry ; next  with  the  conten- 
tions that  arofe  betwixt  Caftile  and  Portingale,  which 
caufed  much  euil  to  both  the  kingdomes.  But  fince  that 
Spaine  hath  been  vnited,  it  hath  extended  hir  dominion 
The ‘’rear  iurif-  Afrike,and  iuto  the  New  found  Hands,  borne  armes 

^aion  of  Spain.'  in  Germany, and  in  Hungar)%  commanded  ouer  the  chief 
Hands  of  the  Mediterranean  Tea,  ouer  Naples  and  Sicilia, 
ouer  Millan  and  Flanders.  Contrarywife,  Italy  hailing  in 
former  times  hir  forces  knit  togither,  obtained  the  Em- 
ofciuiidiflcn.  pirc  of  the  world,  but  being  now  diuided  into  many  Seig- 
conmiuiy.  noties  and  Potentates  that  agree  badly  togither,  and  ha- 

uingfufFred  all  the  calamities  in  the  world  by  ciuil  warres, 
Heth  open  to  the  iniuries  of  ftrangers.  Through  the  fame 
caufe  the  power  of  Germany  is  greatly  diminiHiedjwher- 
in  not  long  fince  the  princes  of  Saxonie  were  banded  one 
Gerraanvvexed  agaynft  an  other  : John  Fredericke,  Lantgraue  of 

with  ciuil  wane.  Hefie,  the  Duke  of  Wittemburg,  with  many  free  cities, 
rebelled  againft  the  Emperour : thepeafauntes  rofe  a- 
gainft  the  Nobilitie  to  fet  themfelues  at  libertie  : the  A- 
nabaptifts  poflefted  AlmHer,  made  a botcher  their  king, 

Hun  ariaiofi  fpacc  of two  yecrcs  . Hun- 

byc^rdiiTea-  garia  , which  had  valiauntly  refifted  the  Turkes  almoft 
tion.  hundreth  yeeres  togither,  was  at  length  fubdued  by 

them. 
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them,  through  the  diuifions  that  were  in  the  countrey 
as  Polonia  is  greatly  threatned  by  the  Mofcouitc.  In  Per- 
Iia,  after  the  death  of  king  lacob  histw'o  ibnnes  ffroue  for 
thegouernementofthecountrey,  but  the  Sophie  PerRaw«  fib- 
commyng  in  the  meane  tyme  vpon  them  vrith  his  new^  re- 
ligion  iWone  of  them  in  battell,  and  compelled  the  o- 
ther  to  flie  into  Arabia,  and  {bpofleiled  the  kinedome- 
which  he  left  to  his  children  . the  cleuenth;  Duke 

ofBurgundie,  eafilie  fubdued  Dman  and  *Bouwes  in  the  omanandBa- 
countrey  of  Liege,  which  were  feparated  onely  by  a riuer 

after  they  had  OLierthrowcnthemfelues  by  their  diifenti' 

ons,  whereas  before  he  could  not  obtaine  his  purpofe. 

And  whileft  the  kings  of  Marrocke  warred  one  with  ano- 
ther for  the  eftate , the  Gouernour  of Thunis  and  ofTe- 
lenfin  made  himfelfe  king,  renting  a funder  his  two  pro- 
mnees  from  the  reft  to  ered  a kingdome ..  Concernyno- 
ranchmen,  they  haue  beene  often  and  many  times  mo^ 
leftedwithfeditions  and  ciuill  warresasweli  as  others 
ThenobilitieofFrauncewasalmoft  all  flay ne  at  the  bat-  SS* 
tell  ot  Fomtenay  neerc  to  Auxerre  , by  the  ciuill  warres 
betweene  Lothariwy  hewesy  and  Charles  the  balde  . And 
Champagnie  loft  fb  many  of  the  nobilitie  in  warre  that 
the  Gentlewomen  had  this  fpeciall  priuiledge  graunted  wom^m 
them,  to  make  their  husbandes  noble.  Whenkinc  lohn 
was  pnfoner  in  England,  ChnrUs  his  fonne  Regfnt  of  bantt5>ic 
Praunce,  beyng  at  Paris  to  gather  money  for  his  raun- 
lome,  there  fell  fuch  a diuilion  betweene  the  kingofNa- 
uarre,  who  tooke  part  with  the  Parifians,  and  the  Re- 

gent,  that  the  people  vnder  the  guiding  of  Olllwcf/,  Pro- 

uolt  of  the  merchauntes,  ranne  to  CharUs  his  lodavng 
where  the  Marlhalies  ofCleremount  and  Champlanfe 
trereflayne,  euen  in  his  chaumber  and  prefence  , and 
their  bodies  drawen  ouer  the  marble  ftones.The  like  was 
done  to  the  kings  Attorney,  befidesmany 

other  murders,  fo  that  the  Regent  had  much  ado  to  faue 
himfelfe  without  Paris , But  the  foreft  fadions  that  e-  k 

LW  were  in  Fraunce  , were  thofe  of  Burgundie  and  of  tween  the  houfe 
yrieans,  which  caufed  a mofl  grieiious  & cruel  ciuill  war,  ofoS&‘'  ^ 

;•  ' that 
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thatlaftedyo.yeeresj  with  murders,  robberies,  andvn- 
fpeakable  cruelties.  Both  of  them, one  after  another, cal- 
led in  the  Englilhmen  to  fuccor  them,  who  afterward  fea^ 
zedvponthecrowne.  It  wasapkifull  thing  to  fee  France 
cruelly  tormented  both  by  hir  owne  fubieds  & by  ftran- 
gcrSjto  fee  it  void  of  right  & equitie,  without  magiftrates, 
without  iudgements,  without  lawes,  which  had  no  abi- 
ding place  amon'glt  fire  and  force,  where  violence  onely 
raigned.  All  this  was  procured  by  the  ambition  of  thefe 
two  houfes,  each  of  them  feeking  to  obtaine  the  gouern- 
Thecaufc  ment  of  the  kingdom  vnder  Charles  the  fixt,  whole  wittes 

thereof  fayled  him.  By  the  means  of  thefe  diuifions  Henry  the  fift 

king  of  England,  taking  to  wife  Katherine  the  youngeft 
daughter  of  king  Charles  was  put  in  poflefiion  of  Paris  by 
^rSimed*  of  Burgundie,and  proclaimed  heire  and  Regent 

^^ng^Funcc.  of  Fraunce  by  the  confcnt  of  three  eftates  held  at  Troy. 

But  the  death  of  this and  the  duke  of  Burgundie 
' forfaking  the  alliance  of the  Englifiimen,  with  the  valure 
and  good  behauiour  of  king  Charles  the  7.  as  alfo  the  loue 
and  fidelitie  of  the  Frenchmen,  reftored  the  kingdom  to 
that  eftate  wherin  it  is  at  this  prefent.Now  if  France  hath 
heretofore  fuffred  fo  much  by  ciuill  warres,  and  domefti- 
call  feditions,  if  all  forraine  eftates  haue  receiued  fo  many 
fundry  alterations,  and  incredible  wounds  by  the  fame 
means, how  can  welooke  for  le(re,nay  rather  haue  we  not 
already  feene  the  like  or  greater  calamities  amongft  vs, 
through  our  diflentios  &priuate  quarels  between  certain 
houfes  contending  one  with  another,bcing  chiefly  moo- 
ddircofg^*^  lied  with  ambition  and  defire  to  gouerne  > Why  doe  we 
uernmencche  not  acknowledge  this  firft  caufe  of  our  miferies,  that  we 
^hiwoubiesfn  may  lay  afide  all  hatred  crept  in  amongft  vs  vnder  pre- 
Fraiicc.  tenceof  diuerfitic  of  religion  , that  we  may  reunite  our 

mindes  fo  much  diuided,  to  the  good  and  common  qui- 
etnes  of  vs  all, and  Hue  vnder  the  obedience  of  our  Prince 
with  that  fidelitie  for  which  Frenchmen  haue  been  alwais 
praifed  aboue  other  nations } Do  not  fo  many  examples, 
both  of  auncient  and  later  times  make  vs  fee  thus  much, 
that  if  we  redrefie  not  this  contention,  this  goodly  and 
' flourifliing 
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florifting  kingdom.which  heretofore  hath  growen  great  ' ’ 

by  the  concord  and  obedience  of  our  aunceftors  is  rea- 

fubuerfion,  through  our  fa- 
aions,djuifions,andpart-takings  ? Shall  this  little  that 

EhrthhJ?,^i^r"‘''’  monarchic  , which  in  former  i^eandcnuK.; 
ti^s  hathtad  all  the  empireof  Germany,  the  kingdoms 

and  Italy,  andallthebounds  of  the 
to  the  rmer  of  Rhine,  vnder  the  obedience  of  hir 
b^thuslaidopenasapraie,  and  that 
yhirowne  fubieftes,  caried  headlong  with  fuch  pafii- 

readiefor  foan- 

gers  to  bring  them  vnder  their  miferablc  bondage^  Shall 
Kbefaid among ourpofteritie.  that  our  felues  haue  en- 
courcged  them  to  vnder-take  that,  which  not  long  fince 

the  Lowe  countreys,  the  Pope* 
th^e  yenitians,being  all  ioyned  togither  againft  the  houfe 
ofFraunce,  durft  not  take  m hand  after  the  taking  of 
thefirft,and  the  lolTe  of  that  famous  battell? 
Notoneofthem  durft  enter  intoFraunce  to  conquere 
It,  knowing  the  la  wes  and  nature  of  this  Monarchic;  For 

foundations,  and  made  of  Acompariro., 
lafting  ftuffe,  well  knit  and  ioyned  togitherin  euery  part 
feareth  neither  windes  nor  ftormes,buteafily  refifteth  all 
affaults  and  violence : fo  this  kingdom  will  not  eafily  ad- 
mit any  alteration  and  change,as  long  as  all  the  members  ' 

' the  foundati- 

on of  their  lawes  . Therefore  let  the  king,  princes,  their 
councell,great  and  fmall,  euery  one  in  his  place  take  or-  g 

ued  according  to  his  mft  and  righteous  will : that  honeft 

W TT  ‘'P  > foe  authoritie  of  lawes 

kept,  luftice  adminiftred,  magiftracie  duely  exercifed  re- 
irardsand  punifoments  diftributed  equally  that  verm 

ous  men  may  be  honored,and  the  wicked  corcea^^^^^^ 
therwifc,ifwecotinuelongdiuidedintocompanies,  with  ■ 
dehancespalhng&repaffing,ifweperfiftin  our^^^^ 

nots,&referre  not  all  ouradions  to  fome 
goodende,  let  vs  not  looke  for  lefle  than  for  a generall 

j defolation 
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OftHebaufes.- 

defolatioivaiidpitlfuiroucrthrowofourcbuntrey.appee- 

rins  already  in  many  places  thereof,  or  at  lead  for  fome 


horrible  mutation  and  change  of  the  eftate. 


Of  the  caufes  that  breed  the  ehange,  corruptm  and 
Jwall  mine  ef  Monarchies  and  Policies. 

Chap^  64. 


A M A-  A Slong  as  the  Phyfition  knoweth  uoyhe 
N A /\  caufe  of  hd  Patients  difeafe.it  is  impoffiblc 
jLJLfor  him  to  remedy  the  fame^Sc  to  prefcnbe 


-A-  -“-for  him  to  remedy  the  fame,&  to  prefcribe 
A Jifeateknovvn  , medicine  to  the  ficke  partie.Adifeafeknowen  (faith  the 
isaimoftcu«a.  isiii  a manct Cured.  So  fareth  it  with  Eftates 

and  Monarchies  that  are  changed, marrcd,and  in  th^nd 
brought  to  mine  by  diners  caufes : which  ifihey  ^ w d 
knowen  to  their  princes  and  gouernors,  might  eal.ly  be 

preueSbyprudeiiceandrIafon,  and  fit  remedies  then 

■ Lplied  to  thofe  euils  that  difpofe  & lead  the  to  mutation, 
when  the  natural  corruptio  that  is  in  t’^em  as  euery  thing 

• bath  his  proper  & inward  corruption  of  w hich  It  is  eaten 

and  confined)  beginneth  tofpread  it  felte  to  the  belt 
parts  to  marre all.  Go  to  then  (my  companions;  hauing 
Feen  the  nature  of  fcditions,  let  vs  feek  out  tne  caufes  that 
ftirre  them  vp, whereby  Eftates  and  Monarchies  are  chan- 

ged,marred,andintheendouerthrowen.  , 

^ A R A M . The  diiiifion  that  is  between  fuDieds  of  one 
Thecaufcsof  j .Lprameorihce'  arifethforthe  moft  partot  dilcon- 

r»”'  vi  TUf 

' ' or  contempt,  orelfeoffearetharmenhaue  of  the  hght 
or  to  auoydfome  euil,  or  of  great  idleneffe,  pouertie  and 

A c H I T o B . 'There  are  (as  I take  itj  two  caufes  in- 
Tvvo  tanfesof  mrminglcd,  which  bredde  this  franticke  Feauer  ot  our 

f«u“cnch  FrauncI,  the  one  J ^ whome 

diuifions.  thcr  from  religion  .•  Butlec  vsheare  A s e 

• me  handling  of  this  fpbiea  offered  nowe  vnto  vs,  be- 
Uongeth.  ■ 


that  breed  chai:ige,  &c. 

A s E R.  There  is  no  beginning  of  any  tiaihg  whatfoe- 
uer  ro  fmall,  which  through  continuance  &perfeiierance 
is  not  ioone  made  great  and  ftrongjifvpon  flight  account 
thereof  it  be  not  flayed.  Euery  euill  (as  Cicero  faith)  in  the 

nrfl  fproute  thereof  may  be  eafily  flopped,  but  being  in- 
ueterate,  is  more  flrong  andvneafieto  befupprefled.  So 
thatif  itbemette  withall  before  it  appeare  and  breake 
foorth,the  danger  is  leife,  although  it  proceed  firflfrom 
the  neceflitie  of  naturall  cOrruption,which  is  in  ali  things 
that  are  created,  and  is  to  be  feene  euen  in  things  with- 
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out  lenfe,as  Mil-dew  in  vviieate,rotrennefle  in  wood,  ruft 


in  brallc  and  iron : yea  euery  thing  is  corrupted  by  it  own 
euill,  howfoeuer  it  efcapeth  all  outward  harmes.  There- 
fore as  a good  Phifition  preuenteth  difeafes , and  if  one 
part  be  fuddcnly  touched  with  raging  payne,  aflwageth 
the  prefent  euill,  and  then  applieth  remedies  to  the  cau- 


fes  oft  he  difeafe : (ba  wife  prince  orgouernorof  a Com-  APn'nce 


com- 


mon-wealth  ought  to  preuent  as  much  asispofllble  theSn'"""^^'^ 
ordinarie  changes  of  all  eflates,  which  ouer-take  them  ei- 
ther by  outward  force,  or  by  inward  difeafes.  When  they 
beginne,  he  rnufl  flay  them  whatfoeiier  it  coft  him,  and 
then  looke  what  the  caufes  are  of  thofe  difeafes  that  are 
farthefl  from  effed,  and  apply  conuenient  and  apt  reme 


dies  vnto' them.  Nowitiscertaine,  that  if  a man  would  To  know  the 

fi  I - --  caufes  of  euils 


T 1 , itiaLCiLitiiic,  tnac  ir  a man  would 

throughly  meet  with  all  hurtfull  things,or  otherwife  cure 
any  fuch  euill  when  it  happeneth^  hee  mufl  know  their 

^ I ^ l/a  r»  _ _ /V*  • 


isthereadieft 


caufes  whereof  the  efFeddependeth,which  is  the  very  en 

iTiJunrf'  f-rv  oil  U^t. j T t 


way  to  cure 


traunce  to  all  good  helpes  and  remedies  w'hat  fo-euer. 
Foie*feene  mifehiefes  (as  the  Poet  faith)  hurt  not  fo 
much  as  thofe  that  come  vnlooked  for.  A wile  man  pre- 
meditateth  all  that  may  happen,  but  it  falleth  out  con- 
trary to  fooles.  And  if  we  haue  neuer  fo  fmall  an  inTight 
into  the  condition  and  flate  of  worldly  thinges,  wee  can 
not  in  any  wife  doubt  of  this  , that  euery  Common- 
wealth  after  ids  come  to  the  toppe  of  psrfedfion,  which  be^„riit 
IS  the  flounlhmgcftate  thereof,  hath  but  a fliort  tyme 
Of  continuaunce : whether  hit  ouerthrowe  proceedeth 
from  the  violence  of  hir  enin^es  , when  fnee  thinkes 

Z 2 if  hir 
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Fourecaufcsof 
all  things. 


The  efficient 
caufes  oHecii-- 


The  matcriall 
caufe  of  fedi- 
tions. 


The  formal 
caufe. 


The  difference 
between  are- 
bellion  and  a 
faftion. 


Power  final  cau 
fesoffeditions. 


hirfdfefafeft:  or  whether  flie  waxe  olde  through  long 
tradoftymCjandfo  ende  by  hir  inward  difeafes  : or  whe- 
ther (he  fodainly  decay  and  fall  downe  with  hir  owne 
waight  by  reafon  of  fome  other  hidden  caufe  . Which 
chaunges  of  Common-wealths  beyng  matter  fufficient  to 
make  a great  booke,  we  are,  according  to  the  fequele  of 
our  difcourfe,to  confider  chiefly  of  the  caufes  that  for  the 
moft  part  ftirre  vp  fedition,  and  breed  the  alteration  and 

finallouerthroweofEftates  and  Monarchies  -.  The  Phi- 
lofophers  propound  foure  caufes  of  euery  thing,  the  effi- 
cient, themateriall,  theformall,  znd  the  finallcatife.  The  effi- 
cient caufe  of  feditions  is  double,  the  one  neere^  the  o- 
therremoouedafarreoff.  Theneere  or  next  caufe,  are 
the  authors  of  feditions,by  whofe  counfell, diredion  and 
helpe  they  are  ftirred  vp  and  brought  to  paffe  . By  the 
cauferemoouedafarofF,  I meanethofe  things  for  which 
men  are  prouoked  toraife  feditions,  and  of  which  we 
are  chiefly  to  intreat  in  this  place . They  are  the  matter  of 
feditions  againft  whome  they  are  raifed,  as  princes  and 
magiflrates,  who  are  fupcriours,andfometime  their  fub- 
iedes,  beyng  inferiours , The  forme  of  fedition  is  the 
ftirring  vp  of  the  people , noyfe , out-crics , batteries, 
murders,  ciuillwarre,  the  taking  of  townes,  fpoylingof 
countreys,  burning  and  banilhment . If  it  bee  offub- 
iedes  to wardes  their  lordes  and  fuperiours,  it  is  called 
rebellion  : ifbetweenefubiedes  or  equals,  it  is  called  a 
fadion  . The  ende  of  feditions  is  that  for  which  they  arc 
firfl:  mooued  and  {kirred  wp.^riftetle  fetteth  down  foure 
ends  of  feditions, namely  ,profit,&  honor,  with  their  con- 
traries,lofle  & difhonor.Formen  arc  commonly  mooued 
to  fedition  either  through  hope  of  profit  & honor,  or  elfe 
through  feare  of  Ioffe  and  diflionor  towards  themfelues  or 
their  friends,  fo  that  they  defire  the  one  &fluin  the  other. 
Vnto  profit  we  referre  riches ; to  honor,magiftracie,pub- 
likc  offices  & charges  ; to  lofle,pouertie ; to  diflionor,  c6- 
tinual  iniurie, contempt, & fuch  like  means.Which  things 
although  they  are  reckoned  atnong  the  motiues,  or  efh- 
cient  caufes  of  feditions,  fofarrefoorth  as  they  prouoke 


1 


men 
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men  to  ftirre  vp  feditions,  yet  they  may  bee  endes  alfo, 
bicaufemen  confpire  togither,  either  to  obtaine  or  to 
cfchew  them  . rhercforeJct  vs  handle  the  caufes  which 
mooue  the  people  to  murmure,  and  lead  them  from  pri- 

to  publike  and  open  fedidon, 
from  which  the  changes,  alteration  s,  and  finall  ruines  of 
eltates  and  monarchies  proceed.  The  couctoufnes  of  ma-  ^ 
giftrates  and  gouernors  feemeth  to  be  a chief  caufe  ther-  principall  caalc 
ot,when  they  lay  vpon  theirfubiedsgreatexaaions.  tax- 
es,loanes,and  other  intollerable  fublidies, whereby  their 
patience  is  oftentimes  turned  into  furie,  and  their  hartes 

^ forw'ard  to  imitate  them 

thatforfookeT^^MOTforthefame  caufe  as  the  fcripture 

rehearfeth.  Butforafmuchasallciuillfocietieisappoin- 

ted  to  the  end  that  men  might  keep  their  goods  fafely  vn- 
guiding  of  good  gouernors,  they 
efpecially  to  prouide 
that  not  onely  publike  goods  may  be  diftributed  and  im- 
p oied  according  to  common  neceffitie  and  profit,  but  al- 
o that  euery  mans  priuate  goods  may  be  in  fafetie . Pub- 

ike  goods  are  the  reuenuesofSeignories,  kingdoms  and  whicharepuiK 
empires, demeans, taxes,tributes,confifcations,exchetes 

fublidies,  graunts,  and  impolitionsbroughtin  for  the 
fupply  ofpubhke  neceditie.  Aman  may  fay  that  couetouf- 
fles,which  IS  a wrongfull  defire  ofanother  mans  goods,is 

committedin  thefe  publike  reuenues,whe  the  mony  that 

fa  »if  '"p difpofing  therof: which 
ault  the  Romans  called pecu/attti,  and  theiudgement  ci- 
uen  againftit,^«K«^^«,„.Now  whefuchgoodsare  wa- 
fted vnprofitably  orfuperfluoufly,  princes  & magiftrates 

fuh  exaftions  vpon  their 

lubieds.Couetoufnes  alfo  is  vfed  m priuate  goods,  when 
the  poorer  or  weakerfort  are  fpoiled  of  their  owne  by  the 
mightier.  The  people  will  hardly  beare  this  kind  of  vfur- 

?hat\oi  W ^ rormeted  by  thofe 

' iutionS  themi&thisdealingis  fubied  to  refti-  God«quire* 
ution  before  God.Hiftories  areful  of  changes,  feditions 

Z z iij  and 
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and  deftrudions  of  commo-wcalths^arifing  of  thefe  cau- 
fes  of  couetoufnes,  wherof  w’e  hauealleagcd  many  exam- 
ples in  our  difcourfes.Vnder  Charles  the  d. king  oi  France 
great  feditions  and  robberies  were  pradifed  by  the  P arifi- 
b ans,by  reafon  ofimpofts  and  fubfidies  that  were  leuied  of. 

foluoccafion.  the  fubicds.  The  occafion  of  thefe  commotions  was  bi- 


caufe  the  farmers  exaded  a halfpeny  of  a poore  woman 
that  fold  Water  creflets.  The  couetoufnes,  briberie,  and 
Couetoufiics  polling  vfed  by  the  lords  & nobles  of  Switzerland  caufed 
death oWie  no-  thc  commoH  people  to  fall  to  mutinie,and  to  deliuer  the-  , 
biiitiein  swic-  fdties  out  of  thcit  flaucry  & bondage  by  horrible  malfa- 
zeriand.  cres,which  they  made  of  them.  Vnder  loeUwdi  thc 

i.Sam.S.f.  fonnes  of*S’4wW& iudges ouer  the  Ifraelites,  the  people 

oppreifed  through  their  couetoufnesjasked  a king,w her- 
upon  the  eftate  of  their  gouernmcnt  was  changed. The  fe- 
cond  caufe  that  brecdeth  the  alteration  & ruine  of  Com- 
Ambitionthe  mon-wealths,is  ambition, or  delire  of  honor,  which  then 
fecond  caufe  ol  efpecially  mooueth  men  to  murmure,when  the  vnworthy 
fcdiuons.  adiianced  & preferred  before  men  of  defert.  Honor  is 

Honortheoniy  reward  of  vcrtue,  & that  which  is  more  efteemed 

^wardofver  loftic  & iioblc  hart, than  all  worldly  goods.l  her- 

fore  it  is  meet  that  in  the  diftribution  of  publike  charges, 
rewards,and  honors,regard  be  had  to  the  qualitie,merite 
, and  fufficiencie  of  men,  that  they  may  be  giuen  to  woor- 

thy  perfons,  and  that  fuch  as  are  vnfit  may  be  put  backe. 
.oneiyvertue  Let  vertueonly  & diligence  open  the  gates  of  honor,  and 
Jhe^a?rif"ho.  not  mony  or  fauor.  We  faw  before  many  examples  of  the 
nour.  fruits  of  ambition,  & we  taftc  daily  of  fome  that  are  very 

bitter  .The  third  caufe  that  changeth  and  ouer-t  urncth  e- 
Iniiiric  the  third  ftates  & monarchies, is  iniurie:  which  hapneth  when  they 
caufe offedition  highcft  iu  authoritic, through  too  much  infolecie 

& pride  offer  wron^  to  the  honor  or  perfon  oftheirjnfe- 
riors.  A kingdoin((aith  the  wife  man)is  tranflatcd  fro  one 
nation  to  another  through  the  iniufl:ice,iniiiries  & contu- 
why  Cyrus  re-  melies  offfed  by  fuperiors.Q'?"//;^  the  great  reuolted  fro  his 
grandfather  v^/^/«^rj,ouercame  him  in  battell,  & tranfla- 
Syages.^'  ted  the  monarchie  of  the  Medes  vnto  the  Pe  r fi  as  ,bi  caufe 

of  that  iniurie  which  he  offered  vnto  him,  in  cafting  him 

out 
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out  into  the  fields  as  Toone  as  he  was  hotxvt.Coriolafitu  be-  Cef/oimif . 
ing  vniuftly  banilhed  his  countrey,tooke  armes,  conque- 
red a great  part  of  the  Romanc  dotninion,and  burned  ail 
to  the  gates  ofRome.bringing  their  eftatc  to  fuch  an  ex- 
tremitie,  thatit  wasreadietobedeftroyed,  had  not  the 
women  come  towards  him  topacifiehim.  Childeric  king  cwuericflainc 
ofFraunce,caufed  'Bodilntx.o  be  whipped  with  rods,wher- 
upon  he  flew  him  aud  his  wife  great  with  child./«i?/wthe  luHmi. 
third  emperour,  was  flayne  by  <t/4teUm  generall  of  his  ar- 
mie,whofe  fonne  he  had  murdred,  and  abufed  his  wife  to 
defpite  him  there-with  . Feare  alfo  is  many  times  the  Fearethefomd, 
caufe  of  alteration  and  daunger  to  a Common-wealth, 

- when  guiltie  and  conuifted  perfones  mooue  fedition,and 
rebell  againft  the  Magiftrates  to  preuent  and  auoyd  the 
puniftiment  that  is  due  to  their  faultes.C»///;wvrged  with 
the  confideration  ofhis  manifold  wicked  prankes,  and 
with  the  feare  of  iudgement  confpired  againft  his  coun- 
bcyng  aflifted  by  Lentulm,  Cethegut,  with  many  fa- 
crilegious  perfones,  murderers,  adulterers,  bankrupts 
and  other  naughtie  liuers  that  ftoode  in  feare  of  inflice 
byreafonof  theirmisbehauiour.  Neither  may  any  man 
doubt  but  wicked  men  will  rather  trouble  the  eftate  than 
ftand  in  daunger  of  their  lines,  or  hazard  their  goodes. 

For  befides  the  afliiraunce  which  they  haue  conceiued  to 

efcape  the  iudgement  of  men  by  this  meanes,  they  haue 

this  further  aduauntage  to  fifti  in  troubled  waters  :fo  that 

they  are  no  lefle  afrayd  of  peace  than  of  the  plague,  ha- 

uingin  all  euentes  thefame  relblution  before  their  eyes 

that  had,  who  fayd  that  he  could  not  quench  the  Feare  was  one 

fire  begun  in  his  houfe  with  water,  and  therefore  would  SedcL&r"' 

pull  it  dovvne  andfo  quench  it.  This  was  one  reafon  that  the  empire, 

mooued  Cafar  to  lay  hold  of  the  eftate^bicaufe  his  enimies 

threatned,  thatasfooneashe  was  out  ofhis  offices  they 

would  caufe  him  to  giue  an  accout  how  he  had  difeharged 

the.I  would  to  god  we  had  not  bought  as  deerly  the  fame 

caufes  of  our  ciuil  warres.  Likewife  too  much  authoritie  Exceirein  au- 

and  power  both  for  wealth  & friendOiip,  is  dangerous  in  thoritie  & pow- 

ciierykindeofgouernment,  lb  that  great  heede  is  to  be  ca!}eoM^^^^ 

Z 2 iiij  taken, 
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taken,that  none  grow  tobevnmeafurablc  great.For  men 
are  fubied  to  corruption,,  neither  can  cuery  one  fuftaine 
wifely  the  profperitie  of  fortune  : which  caufeth  fome  to 
feeke  the  alteration  of  popular  and  AriftocraticallCom- 
mon-wealths  into  monarchies,  & others  to  vfurpe  king- 
What  the  o-  domes  & empires  .This  reafon  brought  in  the  Oftracifme 

ft^cif^among  the  Atheuias,  which  was  a baniflimet  for  a time, 

wa*. ' wherby  they  brought  downe  them  that  feemed  to  exceed 

in  greatnes.  This  they  vfed  (as  Plntarke  reherfeth)  again  ft 
rhemiiiocUs,  AriFiides,  2Sidi  Other  excellent  men,  fearing 
leaft  their  authoritie,  credite,  and  good  will  of  all  men, 
(hould  procure  them  a kingly  power  with  the  chaunge  of 
Manvkingso.  their  popular  gouernment.  Many  kings  and  princes  that 
fuffHnThek^^  had  fome  of  their  friends  and  feruaunts  too'great,  were 
feruarus  grow  thenifelues  or  their  children  ouerthrowen  .by  them  after- 
toogrea:.  ^ -Tyhentis  making  Scian  too  mightie  : Commodw^. 

VerenniHs:  : JuHinijtn,  BeU 

lifartus:  Xerxes,  cArtaban,  were  in  danger  of  their  eftate. 
The  vnmeafurable  authoritie  of  the  Maiors  of  the  palace,, 
and  of  the  Conftables,  chaunged  the  aowne  of  France 
from  the.  race  of  Clouts  to  that  of  Charles  ^^Martel : and  vp- 
on  the  fame  occafion  it  was  afterward  taken  from  that 
Contempt  is  line,  and  tranfferred  to  another . Contempt  alfo  is  ano-^ 
ther  caufe  greatly  to  be  feared  in  euery  eftate  and  Monar- 
chie,  as  that  which  oftentimes  breedeth  their  change  and 
ouerthrow.  It  is  very  daungerous  in  two  confiderations 
efpecially : firft  when  fome  are  contemned  and  excluded^ 
from  publique  offices  and  dignities  which  they  deferue, 
and  yet  fee  them  wholy  in  the  power  and  difpofition  of 
fome  particular  men . Whereupon  both  the  one  and  the 
other  are  mooued  to  (edition,  the  contemned  perfoneS' 
through  enuie  and  defire  of  reuenge  ; they  that  haue 
the  great  charges  in  their  handcs  , through  contempt 
of  the  others  , whome  they  feeke  vtterly  to  exclude, 
and  to  driue  them  further,  off  from  all  publique  ho- 
nours and  authorities  . Secondly , contempt  is  verie 
whoaremoft  pcmitious,  when  infetiours  contemne  their  fuperiours. 
fubieatocon-  j^ev  ate  commonlv  defpifed  that  haue  neither  yertue, 

courage,, 
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courage,  nor  fortitude,  that  are  not  able  toprofite  them. 

(clues  or  othcrs^that  are  not  laborious,,  painfull,  nor  any 
manner  of  way  carefull . Where  con  tempt  is,  there  no  o- 
bedienceis  to  be  hadThis  maketh  the  Tonne  difobedient  contempt  bic<p-^ 


^ f L I .T  . uiciunncaiiooedient 

to  the  father,  the  wife  to  the  husband , the  learner  to  the 


•• w*iv.tui.ncuu5Udna,  tne  learner  to  the 
teacher , the  feruant  to  the  maifter . The  opinion  of  pru- 
dence,iumcc,conftancie,knovvledge,  goodncs,modeftie 
and  of  other  vertues , nouriOieth  andpreferueth  the  obe- 
dience offubieas  towards  their  Princes  „and.the  contra- 
rie  vices  proiioke  them  to  rebellion. Therefore  as  policies 
profper  when  they  aregouerned  by  prudent,  iull  con- 


dcthdiibbedb 


cnee. 


and  moderate  men  : to  they  are  troubled 

with  lenifinne:  thrrknrrli  — h*  • Caufesthac 


. i / — 5 — — . luuicy  aretroUDlea 
with  feditions  through  the  ignorance , cowardlines.  and  rr 
intern perancie  of  Princes , orelle  when  they  are  too  fami-  tocontemiic. 
liar  with  their  inferiors,  or  when-they  are  fuddenly  lift  vp 
f rom  bafe  eftate,or  feem  too  aged,  or  too  yong.or  poore 
or  miferable,all  which  things  breede  contempt . Where- 
fore this  IS  fqt  downe  as  a good  rule  to  preferuc  the  eftate 
of  a Monarchy : That  the  Prince  tnuU procure  to  himfelfe  hue  * 
mthout  the  contempt  or  hatred  of  any,  if  it  may  be.  For  the  ob- 
taining whereof,  there  is  no  better  way , than  the  iuftdi- 
Itribution  of  rewardes.  The  Princes  and  Lords  of  France 
bicaufc  they  were  contemned  by  king  Lewes  the  1 1,  who  ^ ,T''’  V » 

favoured  any  but  menoflowe  byh&K 

anrl  hil  f p pit^j  rro  »i/a  « .-r-«  U.  /.  >.  • _ bicaufe  he  cou« 


J u r ^ n.  ^ V rtiiy  UUL  llJClloriOWe  pynisivoDles, 

and  bale  eltate,  gaue  him  battell  at  Montlherv  fwhereof  ^““‘5  V"' 
the  battel  hath  euer  fince  retained  the  name ) tJ  the  great 
perill  ofthc  Eftate,and  danger  ofthekings  life,  if  he  had 
not  appeared  the  indignation  and  furie  of  the  faid  Princes 
and  Lords,by  his  great  prudence  and  policie.  Moreouer  n 
too  much  encreafe  and  I. 


•— t,‘-“-  K‘“<^v-‘iv.taiiupoilCie.  MOreOUCr,  Ouer-ereat, 

too_much  encreafe  and  vnproportionable  growthis  one  s'laiftiebc. 
caule  that  procureth  the  chanap  c^t^A  r- tweeneEHatcs 


viipiupurcionaDiegrowthxsoni 

eaitns . for  as  the  bodie  is  made  and  compounded  of 
parts,and  ought  to  grow  by  proportion,that  it  may  keep  widonl"'’"’* 
aiuftmeafure:  fo  eucry  Common- wealth  beeing  com- 
pounded  of  orders  or  eftates,asit  were  ofparts,they  muft 
be  maintained  in  concord  one  with  another,  byequall 
and  due  proportion  obferued  ,betweene  each  of  them. 

Pont  one  Eftate  be  aduanced  too  much  aboue  another, 

difieii- 


7^4 


Of  the  caufes 


Equalidc  tliC 

inochcr,of 

f'eacc. 


on$, 


diffention  arifeth^  As  long  as  the  three  Orders  and  Eftats 
at  Rome , namely,  the  Senators,  the  Knights,  & the  peo- 
ple, were  caried  proportionably,  their  policieflourilhed : 
but  after  they  dealt  one  againft  another  through  enuie, 
ambition,&  couetoufnes;  diuilions,  and  part-takings  be- 
gan . This  caufed  many  to  comn\end  equalitie  fo  much, 
calling  it  the  nurfing  mother  of  peace  & amide  betweene 
fubieds : and  contrariwife  inequalitie,  the  beginning  of 
all  enmities,fadions,hatred,&:  part-taking . But  feeing  it 
is  meete  that  in  euery  welleftablifhedpolicie  there  (liould 
be  a difference  of  rights  and  priuiledges  betwixt  euery  e- 
ftate,  equalitie  may  continue,  if  carcfull  prouifion  be 
made, that  one  Eftate  go  not  too  much  before  the  other . 
impunitie  of  of-  impunitie  of  offences  is  one  caufe  alfo  from  whence 

clufcofieditf- ' feditions  and  ciuill  warres  proccede , yea  it  is  a matter  of 
very  great  waight,  and  yet  men  make  leaft  account  ther- 
of.We  fpake  of  it  before , but  we  muff  of  neceffitie  often 
rub  vp  the  remembrance  thereof,  as  the  ^ife  Hebrew 
doth  by  repeating  fo  many  times  that  admonition , that 
ftiretie  for  mother : notthat  he  forbiddeth 
%ln^tfurSefor  chatitie  towatdes  the  poore,  but  that  none  fliouldbea 
anothctx  meanes  to  let  the  wicked  efcape , vnles  he  will  beare  the 
punifhment  himfelfe.This  is  that  word  which  God  fent  to 
king  Achab,2Sx^i  he  had  faued  the  life  of  Benhadad  king  of 
l*  g-  2.0.42.  ^ made  himfelfe  a pledge  for  another mdn,  by  fiffe^ 

ring  the  wicked  to  line  ^ and  there  fore  that  it  fJjotildcosihimhis 
Hitherto  we  haue  feene  howthecouetoufnes  of  Prin- 
ces, the  ambition  ordefireof  honour  in  priuatc  men,in- 
iurie , and  reproch , feare  in  the  guiltie,  exceffe  of  autho- 
ritie  and  wealth , contempt , ouer-great  encreafe , or  ad- 
uanccifient  without  proportion  : and  laftly,  impunitie  of 
offences  , procure  commonly  feditions  in  Effates  and 
Other caufcjoi  Monarchies  . Befidesallthere,extreamepouertieandex'- 
ceffe  of  wealth,  idlenes,  and  want  of  feare  of  the  forraine 
enimie , as  we  haue  elfe-where  declared , change  of  Prin- 
ces and  lawes,  too  great  licence  of  feditions  Orators  and 
Preachers , the  naturall  difpoiition  of  places  where  men 
are  borne,  which  maketh  them  more  inclined  to  com- 
motions 


{edition. 
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motions  and  feditionSj  as  Hiftoriographers  haue  noted 

of  Genes,  Florence,  and  Flanders,  with  many  other 
things  may  be  laid  to  be  caules  of  ciuill  warres,  of  alrera- 

tions,changes,and  mine  ofEftats  and  Policies . Amonf^ 
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which  we  note  that  lliame  is^fometime  a caufe  of  change  shames  rome- 

in  , 1 . . . .P  time caufe dfal- 


inthegouernmentof  Common-wealths,  butitiswitL 
out  tumult  or  feditioji . Thus  it  fell  out  in  Herca,a  towne 
or  Arcadia,which  was  gouerned  popularly, where  men  of 
no  account  were  eleded  Magiftrates  by  others  like  them- 
lelues:  whereupon/beeing  mocked , they  changed  their 
nianner  of  cIe(5iioij  intochufing  by  lot, that  lb  the^^ioi^^ht 
hauea  more  lawefull  excufe , There  was  feene  not  lo^nc' 
nneein  the  Councell  of  France  fucha  number  of  Mai- 
Iters  of  Requefts,aftd  of  Secretaries  of  the  Treafure , that 
very  lliame  caufed  them  to  be  fent  away , bicaufe  it  was 
not  meeteto  entreat  of  great  and  waightie  matters  be- 
fore fuch  ^multitude . Negligence  likewife  breedeth  the  Negligence  n 
change  and  ouerthrow  of  a politike  Eftate.  There  are 
two  lortesqf  negligence,  tlie  one  in  thofe  that  calkchufe  "egiigcncc. 

or  receiue  into  any  great  office,  fuch  men  as  are  vnwoor- 

thie  , and  care  not  for  their  charges ; or  that  fufferfuch 
perions  to  afeend  to  the  chiefeft  places  of  Masiftracie 
that  are  enimies  to  that  forme  of  Common-wealth , as 
If  the  chiefe  men  in  Bearne.  Qioulde  chufe  an  Auoyer 

wnichofhce  iscontrarieto  theirmannerofliuingiorif  - ’ 

the  Venetians  (liould  chufe  a Duke,  or  the  Cardinals  a 
lope,  that  were  not  of  their  religion  : or  if  the  King  of 
Fraunce  fliould  create  a Conftable  or  Chancellour , that 
liked  not  a Royalland  Monarchicall  Eftate , The  other 
kinde  of  negligence , which  is  much  more  common  is 
m them  that  are  called  to  a dignitie , office . or  Magi- 
Itracie , and  ffiewe  them-felues  retchles  in  that  admini- 


flration  and  exercife.as  we  fee  that  mofte  Biffiops  and  Bifl.ops„csrcc. 

PrclAt.S  rKp  /-Inri/a  r\C  • . • lino  their  char" 


Prelats  negled  the  dude  of  their  charges,  to  imploie 

or  npjrryu/p  t-h/ai*-  t’.-.  .nr  - . 


iiy  cncii 

1 p I . ” j cw  JLiiJuiui-f  todealein  "" 

or  beirowe  their  tyme  in  w^orldlie  affaires  , for  which  affaires, 

rhptr  rrf/-\Mr«  — 1 . __  bringthem- 


'"a contempt.  From 
hencw  haue  proceeded  great  offences , and  maruellous 

troubles,  which  may  more  eafilye  bee  lamented,  than 

taken 


.Ofthecaufcs 

taken  away, or  reformed, being  fuch  abufes  as  haue  taken 
deepe  roote.  Moreouer,  the  alteration  of  policie  is  bred 
by  other  nieanes  by  little  andlittle,  as  when  through  diP* 
fimulation  or  otherwife,  menfuffer fome  part,  albeit ne- 
uerfo  little,  of  the  lawe  or  politike  Eftatetobe  cutofE 
AtvEftatcisnot  Changes  fcldomc  fall  out  all  at  one  time,  if  they  are  not 
very  violent,  but  for  the  moft  part  go  on  by  litle  and  litle, 
little  and  little,  as  the  feafoiis  of  the  yeerc  Aide  away  foftly  from  great 
heates  to  hard  frofts,and  from  the  froft  and  cold  of  win- 
ter,tothe  heateoffommer.  Alingringfeuerafflideththe 
patient  fo  ealily,  that  he  hardly  perceiueth  himfelfe  ther^ 
in  : but  if  itbe  fuffered  to  continue,  without  redrelfe  in 
due  time,  it  will  turnetoa  hedickfeuer,  and  foconfe- 
^quently  become  incurable. So  fareth  it  with  an  Eftate  and 
Policie  , whofe  anthoritie  waxeth  contemptible,  and  is 
loft  by  little  and  little,when  men  are  negligent  in  preuen- 
-ting  the  fame  in  due  time.  He  that  will  confider  the  alte- 
ration happened  in  France  within  thefe  thictie  yeeres , 
fhall  hnd  it  to  be  very  great, afwell  in  regard  of  religion,as 
of  manners  and  lawes , which  neuertheles  came  by  little 
and  little ; and  fo  continueth  ftill , greatly  threatning  a 
.change  of  the  eftate.  Heere  therefore  I will  diftinguiftibe- 
tweene  the  chance  of  lawes,  cuftonics,  religion,  & place, 
which  is  properly  but  an  alteration  , and  the  change  of  an 
eftate,  which  is  when  the  foueraigntie  goeth  from  one  in- 
^niiTimintudc a the  powcr  of. another . DilTimilitude  alfo  is  the  caufc 
cau  e o c ang.  timcs  of  fedition  , and  of  change  in  the  Common- 

wealth,which  commeth  to  pafte  when  the  Inhabitants  of 
a place  are  not  of  the  fame  nation, but  many  ftrangers  are 
.receiued  into  it,  who  perceiuing  them-felues  to  be  the 
ftrongerpart,  haue  many  times  thru-ft  thenaturall  Citi- 
/2ens  out  of  their  towne ; whereof  ArifiotU  allcadgeth  ma- 
ny examples  that  fell  fo  out  in  the  Grecian  cities.  At  Si- 
Genes, at  Zurick,  at  Cullen, ‘the  ftrangers  being 
multiplied  draue  out  the  Lords  of  thofe  places,  and  Hew 
zcnToutoflhcir  them,bicaure_rhey  were  ouer-charged  with  exac- 

tovtnes.  ^ tions,  eiiill  entreated,  and  excluded  from  bearing  of  offi- 
ces.They  of  Lindauia  flew  the  Lords  of  the  countrie,  and 

^changed 


that  breede  change.  <^27 

changed  the  Ariftocraty  into  a popular  Eftate:  and  fo  did 
the  Inhabitants  of  Strausborough,  who  hated  the  Nobi- 
hue  in  fuch  fort , that  they  would  not  fuffer  any  of  them  ^ 

toenioythe  great  eftatcs  and  publike  charges,  viileshe 
prooued  that  his  grandfather  was  one  of  the  bafer  fort  of 
the  people . Thefe  examples  mooue  naturall  Inhabitants 
many  times  to  ouer-runne  ftrangers , when  they  fee  the 
number  of  them  waxe  ouer-great  amongft  them.One  ex- 
ample heercof  we  may  note  in  the  citie  of  Geneua  into  ThrinbaU. 

"J- Frenchmenas  others 
retired  for  religion , the  naturall  Citizens  could  neuer 
brookethem,  although  they  were  very  profitable  to  the 
citie,making  it  rich  and  populous,  whereas  before  it  was 
poore,and  finally  inhabited:  butconfpired  many  times 
to  driue  them  out , as  namely  that  conlpiracie  of  one  Pe- 
m,in  the  yeere  i j 5 tf.which  began  to  be  put  in  execution, 
when  C^Wranne  into  the  midft  of  their  naked  fwords 
to  appeafe  the  tumult, as  Bex^  writeth  in  his  life.The  fame  appeafcatu- 
reare  mooued  Tharaoh,  when  he  fa  we  the  Hebreweser 
CTeafeouer-faft  amongft  his  fubiefts,  to  decree,  that  the 

niale  Exod.t.itf. 

J a u receiuing  of  ftrangers  re- 

gard  muft  be  had  to  the  number,that  it  be  not  ouergreat 
and  that  their  authoritie  be  not  vnmeafurable.For  other- 
wifeitisneceirariefortraffickefake,  andformany  other 
publikecommodities,  thatfome  be  receiued  of  others, 

Manyotherkindsofdiifimilitudearefoundincommon-  n-  v . 

Oveatlis,as  d.lfimilitude  of  linage  betweene  the  Nobilitie 
and  Common-people : ofoffices,betweeneIudges  Trea- 
filters  Souldiors,Priefts:  of  profeffions,  betweene  Law-  ’ 
yers,Phifitions,Diuines,andPhilofophers : ofoccupati- 
ons,betwrene  Bakers,Burchers,  Shooemakers,  Painters 

mithes.  Carpenters : without  which  difiimilitudes  no 
pmmon-wealth  can  confift . Therefore  they  are  not  to 

diforder  that  groweth 
amongftthem,thatfothey  may  be  reduced  toa  cLueni- 
ent  agreement , like  to  that  which  is  betweene  the  diuers 
parts  that  are  m the  coirftitution  of  the  world  & of  man . 

We 
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whether  diucr- 
fitie  of  religion^ 
be  a caufe  of  ci 
will  vvarre. 


Dmerfitlcofo- 
pinion  among 
fubiedsjdange- 
rolls  in  an  E- 
ftate. 


Thomas  Empe- 
rourof  Conrtan 
tinopleflaiae 
for  pulling 
downcof  Ima* 


Ofthecaufes 

WemayalfocalladifTimilitude,  that  difference  which  is 
of  religions,  as  of  the  lew^es,  Chriftians,  Mahoniifls,  Ca- 
phrans,  AnnenianSjGrecians  jLatines,  lacdbites,  Ethio- 
pians : then  betw^eene  the  Chriftians  theiiifelues,  asCa- 
tholiks, Lutherans, Zuinglians, and  Caluinifts.Many  haue^ 
faid,and  are  yet  of  this  opinion , that  the  chiefe  caufe  ot 
• ciuill  warres  in  France  proceedeth  from  thisdiuerfitieof ' 
religion  . And  to  fay  truth,  there  is  nothing  that  carieth 
men  away  with  fuch  vehement  pafhons,  as  zealc  of religi- 
on,for  which  they  fight  more  willingly  tha  for  their  Hues, 
goods,wiues,and  children.  Through  the  diuerfitie  hecre- 
of  they  that  are  neereft  of  kinne  loofe  their  naturall  loue, 
they  that  are  of  the  fame  country  and  language,perfecute 
one  another  as  mortall  enimies , and  fundry  nations  ab- 
horre  one  another  for  the  fame.Thefe  things  are  too  w'ell 
knowne  amongft  vs  to  require  proofs  thereof.  And  truly 
in  refpe(51:  of  fedition  and  tumult, nothing  is  more  dange- 
rous,than  for  fubieds  to  be  diuided  in  opinion,  whether 
it  be  in  matters  of  eft  ate,  or  of  lawes  and  cuftoms,  or  for 
religion  . Forif  they  beof  diuers  opinions,  fome  labour 
for  peace, and  feeke  to  make  others  agree  vnto  it, who  wil 
neuer  agree  amongftthemfelues.  And  in  truth  it  is  a very 
hard  matter  to  maintaine  publike  exercifes  of  any  ’ 

on  whatfoeuer,  w^hen  it  is  contrary  to  the  religion  of  the 
people, or  of  the  moft  of  them , who  many  times  cannot 
be  kept  within  compaffe  neither  by  lawes  nor  Magiftrats, 
vnleffe  the  force  appointed  to  keepe  them  in  bee  very 
great. For  we  faw  that  T/7i?»?4^,Emperour  of  Conftantino- 
pie  3 w'as  cruelly  flame  by  the  people  amidfta  great  con- 
gregation in  the  Church  , bicaufe  he  w'ent  about  to  pul 
downe  Images  . But  I am  of  this  opinion  (yet  readye  to 
yeeld  to  a better  iudgementj  that  if  men  were  honeft  and 
vpright,and  walked  in  their  calling  holily,they  would  ne- 
uer fight  among  themfelues  for  religion.  And  if  there  had 
beene  no  other  caufe  mingled  therwith  in  our  ciuill  wars, 
we  Ihould  not  haue  had  experiece  of  thofe  miferies  which 
daily  ouer-whelme  vs . The  authontie  of  a holie  and  tree 
Councell  may  by  the  grace  of  Godendallthefediflenti- 


/ 


that  breeJe  change, &c.  yjp 

ons:  inthenieane  timeleteiiery  onefeekeby  good  life 
and  amendment  of  manners , to  feme  for  a light  to  thofe 
that  are  out  of  the  way , laying  afide  all  part-takings , for- 
getting all  iniuries , and  taking  vp  againe  our  firft  vnitie, 
concord^&  friendfliip.  Yea  I doubt  not,  but  that  a Prince 
embracing  with  a truezealethe  opinion  of  his  relimon 
andnegleding  thecontrarye,  vrould  aboliih  it  without 
force  or  conftraint^if  God  maintain  it  not.  For  the  minds 
ofmen  rcfolued  in  a religion,  are  more  confirmed  therin 
IT  they  be  refifi:ed,biit  flirinke  of  themfelues  if  compulfion 
be  not  vfed  . Now  for  the  end  and  conclufion  of  our  dif- 
courie, laying  a part  the  caufesoffeditions  and  ciuil  wars, 
which  bring  alteration,  and  ouerthrow  many  rimes  to  E- 
Itates  and  Monarchies , whereof  we  haue  particularly  in- 
treated,  we  will  heere  comprehend,  and  reduce  to  a cer- 
taine  number  the  caufesof  the  changes  of  all  Common-  the  ca„re. 
wealths:  nameiy,  when  the  poftentie  of  Princes  faileth 
and  the  greateft  amongft  them  enter  into  duill  warre  fo^  CoZot" 
the  fcltate  : wuen  moft  ofthefubieds  are  extreme  poore 
and  a few  exceeding  rich:  when  the  diuifion  of  offices  and 
honors  are  vnequall : or  elfe  through  extreame  ambition 
and  delire  ol  commanding  : through  the  reuenae  of  in- 
iuries: through  the  crueltie  and  oppreffionof  tyrants: 
through  the  feareofchafticement,  which  fome  haue  that 
deferue  It : through  the  change  of  lawes  and  religion : 
through  the  greedie  delire  that  fome  haue  to  enioy  at  wil 
thofe  pleafures  which  they  feeke  after : la%,through  the  ' 
expullion  of  fuch  as  defile  the  places  of  honor  with  ex- 
ceffiue  and  beaftly  pleafures ; All  thefe  things  breede  the 
change,  corruption,  and  finall  ouerthrow  of  flourilhina 
Mates  and  great  Monarchies,  and  therefore  all  Princes 
ratrthem*’  pohtike  Rulers  ought  carefully  to  looke 

Theendeofthejixtemhdfliesrvorke, 
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THE  SEVENTEENTH  DAIES 
WORKE. 

Of the  prefer mthn  of  E flats  and  AIonarchies,and  of 
remedies  to  k^epe  them  fiom  fedition. 

Chap,  6^, 

Ifedome  ( faith  LaElantm ) 
is  giuen  of  God  to  all  men, 
that  euery  one  according 
to  his  abilitie  and  capacitie 
might  feeke  after  things  vn- 
knowme , and  examine  that 
which  he  knoweth.And  we 
muft  not  thinke , thatfuch 
ashauegone  before  vs  ma- 
ny yeeres  and  ages,  did  fo  poiTeffe  and  vfe  hit,  that  (he is 
now  leife  forceable  in  vs.  She  cannot  be  wholy  poifeifed, 
no  more  than  the  light  of  the  Sunne : and  as  the  Sunne  is 
the  light  of  our  eies,fo  is  wifedome  the  light  of  mans  hart. 
Wird.^.2i.  If  your  delight  the  (faith  the  wife  man ) be  in  thrones  and 

fcepterSjO  kings  of  the  people,  honor  wifedome , that  ye 
Thepraifeof  fot  euct . Truly  flie  is  neceifarie  prouifion  for 

wifedome.  them  that  would  raigne , that  they  may  do  it  woorthily, 
and  fafely  maintaine  their  eftate : yea  (he  is  no  leffe  requi- 
lite  in  euery  calling . For  (he  illuminateth  and  lharpneth 
the  difeourfe  of  reafon  by  the  knowledge  of  things , (he 
ruleth  and  condudeth  the  will  to  that  which  is  the  true 
and  onely  Good. Therefore  feeing  that  wifedome , which 
is  afmuch  to  fay  in  regard  of  vs , as  the  fearching  out  of 
the  truth, is  both  offered, and  needefullfpr  all  men,  euery 
one  ought  to  be  ftirred  vp  to  imbrace  it  with  a burning 
zeale  and  afFed:ion,that  he  may  bring  foorth  the  fruits  of 

perfed 
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pcrfedcharitie,  by  applying  it  (next  after  the  fcruiceof 
God)  to  the  common  profite  of  men . Which  thing, fee- 
ing it  hath  prouoked  our  yong  and  vnexperienced  yeeres 
tQ  vtter  our  former  Morall  and  Politicall  difcourfes  > and 
tobandle  yefterday  thecaufes  that  breede  change  and  ru- 
ine  to  Eftates  and  Monarchies,  although  fuch  high  mat- 
ters furpaifeth  the  capacitie  of  our  vnderftanding , yet  let 
vs  ( my  Companions^  follow  with  the  fame  zeale  our  ven- 
turous enterprife , and  as  we  haue  profited  in  the  fchoolc 
of  this  felfe  fame  wifedomc,  let  vs  enter  into  the  confide- 
ration  of  thofe  meanes  and  remedies  that  are  contrary  to 
the  caufes  of  corruption  in  policies,andthat  may  feme  to 
their  preferuation  . Albeit  they  may  be  knowne  by  the 
fame  caufes  that  corrupt  them , feeing  contrary  effeds  br?ngfoo«r^'' 
proceede  from  contrary  caufes,and  corruption  is  contra-  concrary^cffcas. 
rytoprefemation.  Butthevnderftandingof  this  matter 
will  be  more  cleare  and  profitable  hcereby,  to  them  that 
will  take  the  benefite  thereof. 

A M A N A . If  all  callings  were  content  with  their 
owne  fortune  and  goods , if  they  would  abftainc  from 
other  mens  goods, and  from  offering  them  wrong, if  they 
would  be  more  intentiueto  amend  their  owne  life,  than 
to  reprehend  others,  andfubmit  them-felues  willingly 
to  the  obedience  of  their  Magiftrats,  lawes  , and  ordi- 
nances , I thinke  it  would  be  a meane  to  caufe  euery  Mo- 
narchic to  flourifhe  and  to  continue  happie  a longe 
time. 

Aram.  Equalitie  ('faid  Solon ) neuer  breedeth  fediti- 
on  in  the  gouernment  of  a Common-wealth , but  is  the 
nurfing  mother  of  peace  and  concord , and  the  maintai- 
nerof  loue  ’,  whereby  the  vnitie  of  fubiedsis  preferued. 

But  as  tWgmue  anddeHrfi^ion  are  neuer  glutted  (according  _ ‘ 
to  the  faying  of  the  wife  man)  fo  mens  eies  are  neuer fatisfi-  rou.27.jo. 
if^.But  the  difeourfe  of  this  matter  heere  propounded  be- 
longeth  to  thee  A c h i t o b . 

A CHIT  OB.  That  great  louer  of  knowledge  and  ver- 
tue , Ptolomy  king  of  Egypt,  as  he  feafted  one  day  feuen 
Embafladors  of  the  bell  and  moll  flourifhing  Common- 
^ A^a  i wealths 
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wealthes  in  his  time,  reafoned  with  them  about  their 
gouernments  , that  hee  might  knowe  which  of  them 
had  the  beft  policie  , and  was  furni(hed  with  the  beft 
lawes  and  mofte  commendable  cuftomes  . The  difpu- 
tation  was  long , and  the  matter  throughly  debated  a- 
inonge  them  with  manye  reafons  . But  ^tolomy  being 
deliroiis  to  bee  inftru(3:ed  by  them  in  the  beft  and  ra- 
reft  pointes , neceftarye  for  the  preferuation  of  an  E- 
ftate,  prayed  them  to  propounde  euerye  one  three  of 
thofe  cuftomes  and  lawes  thatw'ere  mofte  perfed  in  his 
Choice cuftoms  Common-wealth . The  EmbalTadour  of  the  Romanes 
beganne,  and  fayde  : JVee  haue  the  Temfles  in  great  re- 
Jpe5i  and  reuerencs  i rvee,  are  very  obedient  to  oar  Gouernours  : 
and  we  fmijh  wicked  then  and  euill liners  femrely.  The  Car- 
thaginian Embafladour  faid : In  the  Common-wealth  of  Car- 
thage ^the  Nobles  neuerceafe  fighting , nor  the  Commops-people 
and  Artificers  labouring^  nor  the  ^^hilofophers  teaching , The 
Sicilian  fayd:  In  our  Common-wealth  iuHice  is  exalilyk^pty 
merchandifi  exercifed  with  truth , and  all  men  account  them- 
felues  equall  .The  Rh  od  ian  fayd : At  %hodes  old  men  are  ho- 
neTi  ,yoong  men  fhamefafl , and  women  folttarie,  and  of  few  e 
wordes . The  Athenian  fayd  : In  our  Common-wealth  rich  men 
are  not  fuffered  to  be  diuided  into  faUions , nor  poore  men  to  be 
' idle  ^ nor  the  Cjouernours  to  be  ignorant , The  Lacedemonian 

fayd  : In  Sparta  enuie  raigneth  not  y for  all  are  equally  norcoue- 
toufnes  yfor  all  goods  are  common , nor flout  h yfor  all  labour . In 
our  Common-wealth  ('fayd  the  EmbalTadonr  of  theSicyo- 
nians)  voyages  are  not  permitted,  that  they  flwulde  notirirg 
home  newe  fafhions  at  their  ret  urn  e : Phyfitions  are  not  fuffered, 
leafl  they  P7Duldk!ll  the  found:  nor  Orators  to  takevpon  them 
the  defence  of  ca:tfe sand  fuites.  If  allthefe  good  cuftomes 
were  iointly  kept  in  any  one  Eftate,  I doubt  not  but 
the  greatnesof  itmightbe  continiiedlong,andallcau- 
fes  of  feditions  cut  off.  Buttofpeakc  more  plainly  and 
particularly,  and  to  handle  the  preferuation.  of  Monar- 
chies and  Common-wealthSf , with  |he  remedies  that 
kcepe  them  from  fedition,!  fayc  ftrftthac  Horace, that 
moft  learned  Poet,  had  re^fou-to;beginne  his  Satyres 
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or  profitable  fpeeches  with  thofe  men  that  are  neuer 
contented  , confidering  that  the  difcontentment  of^riJjVof  alivt. 
mortall  men  is  the  fountaine  and  fpringe  of  all  vices  . 

For  I praie  you  , what  vice  is  not  grounded  vpon  an 
I vnfatiable  defire  of  hauing,  as  may  appcere  in  all  them 
that  can-not  content  thcm-felues  with  their  prefent  e- 
ftate  , nor  appoint  an  ende  in  that  which  they  haue , 
but  place  it  alwayes  in  that  which  they  would  haue. 
Couetoufnes  committeth  robberies  , executeth  mur- 
ders  , exercifeth  fpoyling  , caufcth  battells  , breedeth 
fchifmes , hindreth  reformation , and  the  generall  Coun- 
cell , cloaketh  abufes  , nouriiheth  ignorance , asketh 
vniuftlie,  receiueth  difiioneftlie , diflblueth  bargaines, 
breaketh  fayth,  peruerteth  iudgemcntes,  and  to  con-r 
elude , it  ouer-turneth  and  confoundeth  all  right , both 
diuine  and  humane.  Therefore  couetoufnes  is  very  fit- 
lie  called  an  vnquenchable  fire,  an  infatiable  defire, a 
bottomlefle  gulfe  . So  that  the  contentation  both  of 
foueraigne  Magiftrates,  and  of  fuch  as  are  vnderneath 
I them , and  their  moderate  affed:ions  whereby  they  feeke  ^eanetoprc' 
not  to  inuade  and  to  pofiefle  other  mens  right  , nor 
to  heape  vp  treafures  and  riches,  but  dired  their  lea- 
uell  to  common  profite  onely,  to  gouerne  prudently, 
and  to  order  as  it  becommeth  them  whatfoeuer  is  vn- 
der  their  authoritie  ; this  I faie  is  a ftronge  bonde  to 
keepe  euerie  Common-wealth  in  a flourifliing  Eftate, 
and  an  vnconquerable  bulwarke  againfi:  all  fedition  . 

Manie  Princes  beeing  defirous  to  extende  their  limits 
vniuftlie  , and  to  conquere  newe  Eftates , haue  often- 
tymes  lofte  or  diminifhed  their  owne  dominion  , be- 
lides  the  burthenfome  calamities  , which  they  haue 
brought  vppon  their  people  . And  when  they  placed 
vnder  them  couetous  Gouernoiirs  and  Magifirates , 
that  were  flaues  to  their  purfes  , the  mine  , or  great 
I trouble  at  leafi:  of  their  Eftates  followed  after . There- 
! fore  lethro  fayde  to  U^ofis:  Trouide  thou  amonge  all  the  Exod.18.21. 
people  ^ men  of  courage,  fearing  God,  men  dealing  trulj,  hating 
couetoufnes  : and  appoint  fuch  ouer  them  to  bee  %ulers  ouer 

A a a ij  thoufands. 
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thotifandSiOUer  hundreds  youer  fifties  youer  tenneSyto  fudge  thepeo* 
fleatalltimes^Tiberius  Nero  knowing  that  his  fubieds  were 
naturally  giuen  to  tender  greatly  their  owne  profite, 
would  not  fend  any  to  (ueceede  (as  thecuftome  was  be- 
forehand to  take  the  place  oftheGouernorsand  Lieute- 
nants of  hisProuinees,  vnles  the  other  were  dead  . For 
ffaid  he}when  they  perceiue  that  they  draw  neere  the  end 
of  their  office , the  double  their  polling , and  a newe  Go- 
uernour  doth  as  much : whereas  other-wife , when  they 
are  once  full  gorged  and  fatisfied,  they  are  at  the  leaft  oc- 
cafioned  thereby  to  ceafe  from  rauening  , and  to  eafe 
their  people : namely,  when  they  know  that  they  fliall  al- 
waies  enioy  their  power  and  aiithoritie.The  cuftome  that 
Aurelius  Seuerm  vfed,  is  much  more  praife-woorthie.  For 
when  he  fent  Gouernours  into  the  Prouinces , he  caufed 
their  names  to  be  publiflied  manydaies  before,  to  the 
end  that  whofoeuer  knew  any  thing  in  them  woorthie  of 
reprehenfion , he  ffiould  giue  notice  thereof : and  they 
that  reported  truly , were  promoted  to  honour  by  him, 
and  flanderers  gricuoufly  puniffied.  He  gaue  to  all  Magi- 
ftrates  gold,  filuer/eruants,  and  all  neceffiary  things , yea 
Concubines  alfo,,  to  the  ende  that  in  their  charges  they 
ffiould  not  be  conftrainedby  ncccffiticto  commit  iniu- 
ftice,or  to  extort  vpon  the  people.  Moreouer,  the  mode<^ 
ftie  of  Magiflrats  in  commanding , ferueth  for  a good  re- 
medie  to  retaine  their  fubieds  within  their  dutie,  cfpeci- 
ally  if  to  bring  the  forward  the  better,  they  addc  to  their 
commandemds  gentle  perfwafions  grounded  vpon  liue- 
ly  reafons,&:  holy  admonitions,  whereby  they  feeme  wil- 
ling rather  to  inftrud  their  people,than  by  force  to  com- 
pell  them  to  obedience.  Thouffialt  gouerne  thy  king- 
dome  very  well  (faid  one  of  the  Interpreters  of 
if  imitating  the  gentlenesof  Godin  all  things , thou  v- 
feft  patience  and  long  fuffering.  That  is  alfoone  point 
that  greatly  ftaieth  the  alteration  and  change  of  Com- 
mon-wealthes  , when  both  great  and  fmall  are  con- 
tented with  that  eifate  whercunto  they  are  called  , and 
are  not  carried  awaye  with  ambition,  to  defire  higher 
j degrees 
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degrees  of  honor  than  their  condition  deferueth.  Again, 
they  ought  not  to  refpeft  their  o wne  valure  and  defert  fo 
much,  as  to  thinkc  that  great  eftats  and  honors  are  a due 
and  neceflary  reward  for  their  vertue:  and  that  vpon  their 
cicniall^  they  haue  iuft  caufe  to  make  Tome  commotion  in 
the  Common-wealth  . Butlet  them  rather confider  that  of,vhome« 


‘''‘■-w'-.-iwi . uiiijcftncm  racnerconliderthat  

tiiel  rlnceholdeth  hisfoueraigntieoFGodjand  ofthean-  ^^^cehoideth 
cientlawes  of  the  Eftate,and  that  alhis  fubiedsin  refped 


iimL  auiii  iuDieasin  reipect 
•Or  him  are  but  as  a fetof  counters,  whereof  he  maketh 


vv/wijuvio,  wiicicoi  xicmaKetn  ^ 

one  to  be  one  in  value  nowe,thento  ftande  for  a thou- 

.l-Jrirl  Ktr  kr,  J..  _i.i  r , 
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land , by  and  by  for  a hundred  thoufand , and  afterward 
lor  nothing.  If  we  haueleife  fauourand  grace,  we  lhall  be 
Jefle  enured , which  alwaiestaketh  holdeof  rhegreateft. 

Exad  and  precife  obferuationofiufticeisno  lelfenecef-  rhc fourth 
lane  lor  the  preferuation  of  Eftates  and  Monarchies  as 
wehaue  elfe-wherc  difcourfed:  anditoughttobeexer-M.rgitotsmu(i 

Clien  nr>r  rvnlu  vrinn  — 1„  i bepunirticdat 


^ *iiiuicougncuoDeexer- 

cried  not  only  vpon  the  fimplepeople,  but  alfo  vpon  Ma-  r'fi"  • 

grftrateswhen  they  abufe  their  calling  and  dtgnitie  . For  Common  pco- 
when  therr  faultes  are  vnpuniihed  and  winked  at  to  thef''- 
oppreflionof  the  meaner  fort,  they  are  eafily  induced  to 
inpmirre  and  to  mooue  ledition.  approoued  not 

this  cuftome  rn  Lacedemonia.that  the  power  of  the  Sena- 
tors was  perpetuall  during  their  life,  and  that  they  were 
exempted  from  corred:ion,and  from  yeeldingan  account  ArMotiemiih. 

Or  their  Honin ore  Kir'onn. • . .n 


• j • T . " account  Anltotlcmifli- 

w breaufe  (as  he  faid)  to  appoint  perpetu- 

all  Mapiftratv  iorn  Un/ilo  ..cc.  t .f  X Magittratci 


ill  \A  -n ? ’ lu  appoint  perpetu- 

all Magiftrats,tsto  kindle  thefireoffedition  in  the  Com- 
mon-wealth . But  this  is  contrary  to  the  opinion  ofPUa, 
andot  many  Politicks,  albeit  there  is  no  want  of  argu- 
ments and  excellent  reafons,  afwell  on  their  fide  who 
would  haueMagiftrates  annuall,  as  on  theirs  that  would 
Jiaue  them  perpetuall . But  as  contrarie  Eftates  ought  to 
be  gouerned  by  contrarie  meanes , fo  it  is  neceifarie  that 
in  a Monarchic  fome  offices  fhould  be  perpetuall , and  o- 
ther  mutable . And  it  neede  be,  general!  Commiffioners 

may  be  appointed, as  it  was  pradiced  in  the  timeof  Acw/ 
tllc  nilltn  . of*  ^ r ^ i 


the  ninth  , and  of  T^hillif  the  Faire.  To  this  purpofei?W^  ‘ ' 
complaineth , bicaufe  the  .Commiflioners  had  no  autho- 

ri riF*  /I Ct'  n . .. 


ritieouerthe  Magiftrates of  France,  efpecially  ouer  the\*“lTL 

Aaa  iii  Parlia- 
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Parliaments , as  alfo  bicaufe  they  were  not  perpetuall . 
He  maketh  a goodlie  difcourfe  of  them  , and  fheweth 
what  manner  of  men  ought  to  be  chofen  thereunto . The 
*rhcfirtmcane.  fpecdic  punifhment  of  wicked  and  condemned  perfons, 
all  delaie  fet  afidc , is  a good  remed ie  to  preferue  policies  • 
Ddayinpu-ii.  Tot  vvhcn  they  fee  that  for  their  offences  and  mifchie- 
kcafs’'dL'°e^’  dealings  they  are  daily  takeiij  examined , put  to  the 

rolls.  ""  torture , condemned , and  executed , according  to  their 
deferts,  if  before  their  execution  they  haueany  leafure 
and  refpit  through  the  negligence  of  Magiftrates , they 
feeke  byallmeanesto  moouefeditionandtroubleinthe 
Common-wealth,  hoping  thereby  to  faue  their  Hues, 
and  to  auoidethatpiiniffment;  vnto  which  their  confei- 
Tnefixtmeane.  ^nces  iudge  them  to  be  indebted  . The  equal!  proporti- 
on and  meafure  of  all  and  euery  particular  part  in  a Po- 
litike  bodie,  according  to  the  degrees  of  callings  and 
perfons , is  necelfarie  for  the  preferuation  of  EHates  and 
Monarchies , that  there  may  be  equalitie  not  of  thinges, 
but  of  proportions , and  that  degrees  may  be  kept . As 
for  example , albeit  the  Diuine,  Lawyer,  Captaine,Coun- 
fellor , Treafurer , differ  one  from  another,  yet  they  muff 
of  neccffitie  agree , and  be  made  equall , not  in  their  cal- 
ling, but  by  alike  proportion,  that  euerie  one  may  ex- 
ecute his  office  without  the  hinderaunce  of  another . 
Geometricaii  Therefore  P/ato  faide , that  the  publike  Eftate  is  in  good 
wTcob  indituted  according  to  Geometricaii  pre- 

femed'inCom*  portioo  , and  all  benefites  beftowed  accordingly . If 
mon-vvcaiths.  Kitige  giuc  the  office  of  ChauncellourQiip  to  a wife 

and  learned  man  that  louerh  iulHce  and  publike  qui- 
vponwhatmen  ctiies  : the  office  of  Conftableffiippe  , or  of  the  Mar- 
ffiallhippe  of  Fraunce,  to  good  Captaines  ,and  fuchas 
Oowed.  arc  experienced  in  State  affayres  : the  goucniment  of 
the  Church  to  a Diuine  of  good  life  and  manners, and 
one  that  is  well  skild  in  Ecclefiafticall  gouernement : 
the  office  of  iudice  to  an  honefl:  Lawyer : the  keeping 
of  the  treafurc  to  aTreafurerof  anvpright  confcience. 
Then  if  euerie  onekeepe  hisowme  place,  and  perfour- 
tr.eth  his  dutie  without  cncroching  vppon  another, 

or 
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or  hindering  of  him , to  the  ende  that  publike  conueni- 
cncie  and  agreement  may  not  be  troubled,  this  order  wil 
make  an  equalitie  betweene  vnlikeperfons.  For  wq  find  Twofomofc. 
two  fortes  of  equalitie : namely  equalitie  of  quantitie,  q«aiitic, 
and  of  proportion . Equalitie  ofquantitie  is  requifite  in 
commutatiue  iuftice,  that  euery  one  may  take  as  much 
as  he  ought.  Equalitie  of  proportion  is  requifite  in  di- 
ftributiue  iuftice,  and  in  rewarding  men  according  to 
their  defert . This  equalitie  ffay  th  P/ato)  giueth  the  grea- 
teil:  honours  to  them  that  excell  moflin  vertue,  and  the 
leffer  places  of  dignirie  tofuch  as  arc  inferior  in  vertue 
and  learning , diftributing  to  both  that  which  belongeth 
vnto  them  by  reafon  . Befides , themeanes  aileadgedal- 
readieby  vs  for  the  preferuation  of  Eftates  and  Monar- 
chies, ci^riUotle  fetteth  downe  thefcthat  followe  . Let  Thefeuctuh 
nothing  (^fayth  he)bedoone  againft  the  lawes  andcu- 
ftomes , which , as  before  we  difcourfed,  are  the  chaines 
and  bondes  of  ail  Empires,  Powers  , and  Common- 
wealthes . Let  remedie  bee  vfed  againft  the  beginning  of  Thceight. 
an  euill , howe  fmall  foeuer  it  bee . For  often-times  of  a 
fmalloccafion,  as  it  were  of  one  fparkle,  a great  fire  of 
troubles  is  kindeled  in  the  Common-wealth  . And  as  Thebeginning 
great  ftormes  and  tempeftes  proceede  from  exhalations 
and  vapours  that  are  notfeene:  fo  feditions  and  ciuill 
warres  beginne  for  the  moft  part  of  verie  light  matters, 
whichamanwouldeneuer  thinke  fliaulde  hauefiich  an 
iffue  . Let  no  credite  be  giuen  to  craftie  and  futtle  deui- 
ces  , inuented  to  deceiue  Common-wealthes  withall . 

Thefe  aremeanes  commonly  praftifed  by  forraine  and  ‘rhenintb. 
domefticall  enimies  to  Eftates , who  thereby  difguife  the 
truth  of  matters : whereof  we  haue  had  good  experience 
in  France , when  in  the  Councell  of  our  Princes  infor- 
mation hath  beene  giuen  cleanecontrarie  to  the  truth  : 
infomuch  that  we  haue  felt  the  cruell  hand  of  ftrangers 
before  euer  we  would  haue  beleeued  that  they  had  taken 
horfe  in  their  ownecountrie . And  therefore  amongeft 
fuch  nourifhers  of  our  miferies,this  prouerbe  is  rife:  That 
alwaies  goodhovp  little  awhile  foeuer  it  be  beleeued , Let 

Aaa  iiii  thofe 
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thofe  that  are  placed  in  the  offices  of  Magiftracie,  behaue 
themfelues  modeftly  both  towards  thofe  that  deale  not 
at  all  in  publike  affaires , and  towards  them  that  meddle 
therewith  ; offering  noiniurietotheone  fort,  andliuing 
friendly  with  the  other . Let  them  that  are  to  care  for  the 
fafetie  of  the  Eftate,  watch  alwaies , and  (land  vpon  their 
gard,and  often  times  propound  caufes  of  feare , to  make 
thefubiedsmore  attentiueand  heedefull  to  that  which 
they  fliouid  doe.  Let  there  be  no  contentions  or  quarrels 
betweene  the  Nobles,  and  let  others  be  preuented  that 
are  not  yet  ioined  to  thofe  diffentions,  before  they  enter 
into  them. This  is  thechiefeft  thing  at  this  day,whereun- 
to  our  kings  and  Princes  ought  efpecially  to  looke .For  a- 
morigeft  their  traines  there  is  nothing  but  leagues  and 
part-takings,  from  which  nothing  will  proceed e in  the 
end  but  trouble  and  hurt  to  their  Eilate  . Therefore  they 
muft  takeaway  all  occafions  of  hatred  and  quarrelling, & 
remoouefuchfarre  from  their  Court  that  loue  contenti- 
ons ; bicaufe  that  as  quarrellers  of  themfelues  tarye  not 
long  in  feruice , foby  their  meanes  Princes  loofe  other 
goodferuants  . And  ifthey  will  not,  or  are  afraid  to  put 
them  from  the  Court,  at  leaft-wifeiet  them  take  know-, 
ledge  of  all  their  enmities,  fadions,  and  difeontentments 
that  are  amongft  them , andlabourto  end  them,  notin 
outward  ftiew  onely,  but  by  fome  good  effed . Let  them 
content  fuch  as  are  not  well  pleafeddf  they  can  iuftly  doe 
it : let  them  grant  meanes  of  fafetie  to  thena  that  fay  they 
haue  caufe  to  diftruft  others : and  let  them  reconcile  pro- 
feffed  enimies . But  aboue  all  things  , let  not  the  Prince 
make  himfelfeapartiein  the  contentions  of  hisfubieds, 
jftheoccafionof  their  ftrife  be  not  grounded*  vpon  the 
Eftate . For  in  fteede  of  keeping  to  himfelfe  the  place  of 
foueraigne  Judge, he  (hall  be  onely  thechiefe  ofa  fadion, 
and  fo  bring  his  eftate  and  life  into  danger . 1 he  punilh- 
mentof  rebels  is  one  meane  alfo  to  preferue  Eftates  and 
Common- wealths,  &to  preuent  feditions,  whereby  they 
are  altered  and  changed.  But  regard  muft  be  had  (accor- 
ding to  the  counfell  of  Hifpocraw)  that  medicines  be  not 
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applied  to  incurable  difeafcs.  For  w'hen  all  the  people,  or 
the  moftofthem  are  culpable,  topunifliall,isasmuch  as 
to  ouerthrow  the  common-wealth . It  is  alfo  a good  mean 
and  moft  vfuallfor  the  auoiding  offeditions,to  take  from  Thcfourtcentiv 
the  people  their  armour,and  to  haue  fortreffes  fenfed  and 
ftirnilhed  with  all  things  necelTarie  for  them. For  theneg- 
lefting  of  this  giueth  occafion  to  troublefome  heads.and 
to  fuch  as  defire  nouelties  to  execute  their  wicked  purpo- 
fes,and  to  trouble  the  eftate : and  the  libertie  of  armour 
makeththem  more  fierce  and  infolent  therein.  Moreouer 
we  may  comprehend  chat  which  is  requifite  and  necelTa-  Fi„c 
neforthepreferuation  of  euery  good  Common- wealth for  the'' 
vnder  fiue  things : namely,  let  it  be  loued  faithfully,  de- 
fended  manfully,adorned  with  nobilitie,  ordredprofita-  wealth. 
bly,and  gouerned  prudently.  It  is  naturally  ingrafted  in- 
to euery  lining  creature,tolQuethatplace  where  it  tooke 
beginning  . The  fauage  beaftes  (faith  Cajfiodwui)  loue 
woods  and  forefts ; birds  loue  the  ayre  : filhes  thefeaand  Aiiiiuingcrea. 
riuers  : men  loue  the  originall  place  oftheir  birth  and  be-  phSofriir 
ing:  inaworde,  both  menand  beaftes  loue  tholeplaces^'”*’- 
where  they  parpofe  to  hue  and  to  continue  long.  He  that  ’ 
is  more  in  loue  (faith  tyiriUotle)  with  hispriuateprofite, 
than  with  publike  wealth,  loofeth  the  name  of  a good  ci- 
rizen.and  takethvnto  him  the  name  ofa  wicked  fubieit. 

Therfore  euery  one  both, great  and  fmall  ought  to  dedi- 
cate all  good  gifts  in  them  to  the  benefit  of  their  country, 
louing  their fellow-fubieds,  & exercifing  their  charges  & 
callings  faithfully . It  is  their  dutie  alfo  manfully  to  defend 
the  common-wealth  againft  all  forraine  incurfions  : and 
he  that  defendeth  his  countrey,  defendeth  himfelfe  and 
his. He  chat  refufeth  to  die  (as  Cicero  faith)  in  the  defence 
of  hiscountrey,dieth  togitherwith  it : which  being  ouer-  ithtbe.iutieof 
throweiijthe  inhabitants  aretherewithalldeftroyed . No  euery  fubicd  co 
man  therefore  ought  ro  fearedaunger  in  defence  of  his  cl1n"rcf 
countrey  ; and  it  is  better  to  die  for  many  than  with  ma- 
ny . They  that  die  (faid  luUmian  the  emperour)  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  Common-wealth,  liuealwaics  byglorie. 

Therefore  euery  one  ought  to  arme  himfelfe  with  man- 
hood; 
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hood,which  is  one  kind  of  Hcroicall  fortit  iide,as  the  mo- 
rall  Pnilofophers  fay,  that  he  may  be  feruiceablc  for  the 
fafegard  of  his  countrey  in  time  of  need^and  ofa  iuft  war. 
The  nobilitie  is  the  ornament  of euery  Common-wealth . 
For  commonly  the  nobles  are  of  greater  abilicie,  of  bet- 
ter behauior  & more  ciuill  than  the  common  people, than 
artificers^and  men  of  bafe  eftate,  bicaufe  they  haue  beene 
brought  vp  from  their  infancie  in  al  ciuilitie  andamongft 
men  of  honor.  Moreouer  to  haue  a noble  hart  &inuinci- 
ble  CO  refift  the  enimic,  great  to  exercife  liberalitie,  curte- 
ous  and  honefl:  in  talk, bold  to  execute,  gentle  to  forgiue, 
arc  graces  & vertues  proceeding  from  honeftie,which  are 
not  fo  commonly  found  among  men  of  bafe  condicion,as 
among  thofe  that  come  of  good  & ancient  ftock  s.For  this 
caufe  there  was  in  Romealaw  czWcdprofapia.th^tis  to  fay, 
thelawoflinage,wherby  it  was  ordained, that  they  which 
defeended  from  the  race  of  the  FHluiamXorqmtes,^  Fabric 
tians,d\o\x\d  haue  the  Confulfliip,  when  it  fo  fell  out,  that 
the  Senate  difagreed  about  theeledion  of  Confuls.In  like 
maner  they  that  came  o^Ljeurgm  in  Lacedaemon,  of  Cat$ 
in  Vtica,of  Thneidides  in  Galatia, w’cre  not  onely  priuiled- 
ged  in  their  own  Prouinces,but  alfo  greatly  honoured  of 
all  nations. The  defence  and  preferuation  of  the  countrey 
belongeth  chiefly  to  the  nobles,  as  they  that  haue  greater 
yfe  and  pradife  of  weapons,  than  the  common  people 
haue,  whom  God  & nature  haue  fubieded  to  them,  that 
they  fhould  be  their  defenders  & protedors.  In  this  fort 
then  is  the  Common-wealth  decked  and  adorned  of  the 
nobilitie,&  by  their  means  honored  of  neighbor-friends, 
and  feared  of  hir  enimics.Next  it  niufi:  be  ordred  profita- 
bly. Where  no  order  is,there  is  all  confufio.  And  tberfore 
as  a good  father  of  a familie  taketh  order  in  his  houfe,and 
a Pilote  in  his  fhip : fo  the  magiftrate  mufl:  appoint  an  or- 
der in  his  citie  & common-wealth.  For  all  coramunitie  is 
confufion,if  by  order  it  be  not  brought  to  vnitie  . Order 
is  the  due  difpofition  of  all  things  . The  order  of  the  hea- 
uens, times  & feafons  teacheth  vs  among  other  things  the 
wifdom  of  the  Creator,  who  hath  appointed  all  diuine,ce- 

leftiall 


1 
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\ leftiall  and  earthly  things  by  a wonderful  difpofitio.  Nei- 
) therdoth  any  thing  make  magiftrates  ofcommon-welths 

i more  admired  & commended^than  the  good  order  whkh 
I they  eftablifh  in  them.  The  end  of  all  good  order  tendeth 

' topront^as  the  end  ofconfufion  to  lolfe  and  deftrudion. 

And  if  profit  be  to  be  confidered  in  any  thing, it  is  chiefly 
to  be  thought  vpon  in  a politike  body. The  'more  common 
generall  a good  thing  is  (faith  zArtHotle ) fo  much  the  more  is  it 
\ to  be  esteemed  aboue  another.  Therefore  if  it  be  a good  thing 
i and  comendable  to  appoint  a profitable  order  in  a houfe 
' orfliip  : it  is  a great  deale  better,  yea  moft  excellent,  to 
order  a Common-wealth  profitably.  Lafl:  of  all  a Com- 
mon-wealth muft  be  gouerned  prudently . -Gouernment 
j prefuppofeth  order,  bicaufe  no  man  can  rightly  and  du- 
’ lygouerne  without  order.  Gouernement  is  a rightdif- 
' ; pofitionofthofethinges  of  which  a man  taketh  charge 
vpoahim  to  bring  them  to  a conuenient  ende  . Euery 
Monarch,  Emperour,  King,  Prince,Lord,Magiflratc, Pre- 
late, Judge  and  fuch  like,  may  bee  called  a Gouernour  : 
in  whom  wifedome, patience,  and  diligence  are  neceffa- 
rilie  required  for  the  difeharge  of  their  dueties  . Neither 
mayignoraunce  oranyerrourbe  receyuedfor  fufficient 
excufe  of  him  that  hath  taken  vpon  him  apiiblike  charge, 
and  much  leffe  if  he  required  and  fought  for  it  himfelfe . 
Yea  he  may  bee  charged  with  the  leaft  fault,  efpeciallie 
when  it  concerneth  the  eftate  , or  fome  great  matter 
wherein  the  Common-wealth  hath  intereil . For  this 
caufe  wee  fayd,  that  the  Common-wealth  muft  bee  go- 
' uerned  wdth  Prudence.  But  Prudence  (fayth  tAriFio- 
tie)  prefuppofeth  wifedome,  and  is  the  right  reafon  of 
thinges  that  are  to  bee  done  . Without  Prudence  (faith 
' Xenophon)  wxe  can  haue  no  vfc  at  all  of  vertue  . For  in 
the  adminiftrarion  eyther  of  priuate  or  publique  mar- 
ters,  wee  can  come  to  no  good  ende,  without  the  di- 
redion  of  Prudence,  which  teacheth  vs  to  prouide  for 
thinges  to  come,  to  order  thinges  prefent,  and  to  call 
to  min de  thinges  paft  . Wee  haue  heretofore  difeour- 
I fed  more  at  large  both  of  that  vertue,  and  alfo  of  o- 
' thers. 
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thers  reqaifite  in  euery  magiftrate  for  the  faithfull  execu- 
tion of  his  charge.  VVhereunto  we  wil  adde  this  thing  on- 

Jy,that  euery  gouemormuu  rememberjthatlord{hip,em- 

pire,kingdomjmaieftie,  dominion  and  power  are  rather 
heathen  than  chriftian  wordes  : and  that  the  empire  of  a 
whacachrifti.  chriftian  prince  is  nothing  clfc  butaiuft  adminiftration, 
an  empire  IS.  protcdion  and  meane  to  do  good.  Therfore  when  he  be- 

holdeth  an  innumerable  multitude  of  his  fubiedes,  he  is 
tothinke  that  Co  many  millions  of  men  depend  of  his 
careful  nes, not  to  do  with  them  what  pleafeth  him,but  to 
labour  and  trauell  to  make  them  better  than  when  he  re- 
ceiuedthem.  And  in  all  things  wherein  thefafetie  of  the 
common-wealth  eonfifteth,  whether  it  be  inpreuenting 
the  caufesof  change  therein,  or  in  redreftiiig  feditions 
which  trouble  it,  he  muft  always  refolue  with  himfelfe  to 
bring  his  purpofe  to  pafle,  how  difficult  foeuer  the  way 
be,  releafing  rather  fomewhat  of  the  extremitie  of  right, 
( as  Lucies  Paf  imns  faid)  feeing  the  quietnesand  fafetie  of 
the  people  is  the  chiefeft,  and  moft  vpright  lawe  among 
men  that  can  be. So  that  when  the  Common-wealth  is  in 
danger  or  in  neceffitie,  we  muft  freely  beftowvpon  that 
blond  and  name, which  is  commo  to  vs  with  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  politike  body,  whatfoeuer  cannot  bee  kept 
backe  without  violating  that  common  kindred , and  the 
eftate  of  the  common-wealth.  So  that  if  he  hinder  pub- 
like benefic^and  hurt  the  eftate, it  is  not  to  be  called  right 
any  longer,as  Claudim  faid,  fpeaking  ofthe  autho- 
Wcmnftfparc  ritieof  the  Tribunes  among  the  people  of  Rome.  And  it 
?h/ctmmon.^  ^ point  of  true  and  natural!  prudence  fometime  to  giue 

wealth.  place  to  the  times, but  to  ncceffitic  always.  A good  Pilote 
neuer  oppofeth  himfelfe  wilfully  againft  a tempeft,  but 
ftriketh  faile  and  keepeth  himfelfe  ftill:  then  waighing  his 
anchors,he  floteth  fafely  vpon  the  wanes,  which  not  long 
before  were  fwollen  and  lift  vp  to  drowne  him.  If  a man 
ftriueagainft  a tempeft  and  againft  heauen,  doth  he  not 
euen  blindfold  caft  himfelfe  downe  headlong,  and  as  it 
were  defperately  feekehis  owne  deftrudion  ? Now  if  all 
thefe  things  hetherto  mentioned  by  vs  be  diligently  ob- 

ferued. 


Of  the  Harmonic  and  agreement,  See. 

ferued,there  is  no  doubt  f'God.profperingaU^  but  that 
thepreferuationof  Eftatesand  Monarchies,  with  good 
remedies  to  keepc  them  from  trouble  and  {edition  will 
follow  after. 


Of  the  Harmonie  and,  agreement  thap  ought  to  be  in  the 
dtjfimilirude  or  vnlike  callings  offuhieEisyhy  reafon 
of  the  duetie  and  office  of  enery  eFiate, 

Chap,  66, 

A c H I-  ^ xE  faw  before  (my  companions)  that 
TOE.  \/  \/  a citie  or  ciuill  company  is  nothing 
^ ^ multitude  of  men  vnlike  in 

eftates  or  conditions , which  communicate  togither  in 
one  place  their  artes,  occupations,  workes  and  exercifes, 
that  they  may  liuc  the  better,  & are  obedient  to  the  fame 
lawesand  magiftrates.  We  learned  alfojthat  of  fuch  a dif- 
fimilitudean  harmonicall  agreement  arifeth  by  due  pro- 
portion ofone  towards  another  in  their  diuers  orders  & 
eflates,euen  as  the  harmcnie  in  mulicke  confifteth  of  vn- 
equali  voyces  or  founds  agreeing  equally  togither.  I am 
of  opinion  therefore,,  that  to  prouoke  eiiery  one  particu- 
larly to  fecke  after  and  to  pradife  this  apt  agreement,  we 
I are  to  confider  feuerally  of  all  the  principall  partes  that 
are  in  a politike  body  well  ordred,and  to  handle  the  feue- 
rall  dutie  and  office  ofeuery  one  of  them.  Butileaue  the  "1 

difeourfe  of  this  matter  to  you . 

A s E R-  As  there  is  biitone  Lord,  one  faith,  one  Bap- 
tifme,  one  God  and  father  of  all,  which  is  aboue  ail  and 
through  all,and  in  vs  all fo  all  that  beleeue  in  him  ought 
to  be  one,  and  tohaue  butonehartandonefoulc,  eucry 
one  referring  his  giftes  and  graces  to  the  exercife  of  per- 
fed  charitie. 

Am  ana.  Oh  how  happy  a thing  is  it  to  fee  one  flock 
guided  vnder  one  God  and  one  king  in  one  religion  and 
policie  ? Although  they  be  many  mebers,  yet  they  make 
but  one  bodie,ofwhich  euery  one  hath  a like. care.  But  let 

vs 
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VS  hearc  Aram  difcourfe  ac  large  vpo  that  which  is  here 
propounded  vnto  vs. 

Aram.  As  we  fee  that  in  the  body  of  this  vniuerfall 
frame,  there  is  (as  thePhilofophersfay)  matter,  forme, 
priuation,  fimplicitie,  mixture,  fubftaunce,  quantitie, 
adion  and  paffion,  and  that  the  whole  world  being  com- 
Aii  things  Rand  pounded  of  vnlikc  elcmcntes,  of  earth,  water,  ayre  and 
byproportion,  fire,  is  notwithftanding  preferued  by  an  Analogie  and 
proportion,  which  they  haiie  togithef : and  as  we  fee  in 
amansbody,  head, hands,  feete,  eyes,  nofe,eares  : in  a 
houfe,  the  husband,  wife,  children,  mafter,  feruaunts  ; 
in  a politike  body,  magiftrates,  nobles,  common  people, 
artificers;  and  that  euery  body  mingled  with  heate,  cold, 

' drieand  moyft,  is  preferued  by  the  fame  reafonof  analo- 
gie and  proportion  which  they  haue  togither : So  is  it  in 
euery  common-wealth  well  appointed  and  ordrcd,which 
conlifting  of  many  and  fundry  fubieds,  is  maintained  by 
their  vnitie, being  brought  to  be  of  one  confent  & wil,and 
to  communicate  their  works,artes  and  exercifes  together  . 
for  common  benefit  & profit.  For  euery  one  is  beft  in  his 
own  arte,neither  can  all  men  do  all  things.  Andificbe  a 
very  hard  matter  to  bee  excellent  in  any  one  vocation, 
it  is  impolTiblc  to  excel  in  al,&  to exercife  them  duIy.Now 
wefay  that  fixe  things  are  neceifarily  required  to  framea 
happy  citie  & ciuil  focietie, namely, facrifices,iudgements, 
armes,riches,artes,and  Aliments.-  vnto  which  fixe  things 
ne-  works,fix  fortes  of  men  are  anrwerable,Paftors,magi- 

cciTary  in  euery  ftratcs,  noblcs,  burgeifcs,  artificers,  and  husbandmen, 
Therfore  to  begin  the  particular  handling  of  the  dutie  & 
office  of  thefe  callings,  and  that  as  briefly  as  I can,  we  are 
firil  to  note, that  neuer  any  nation  in  all  the  world  was  fo 
barbarous,  orfbfarreeflranged  from  ciuilitie,  that  did  . 
not  acknou' ledge  and  adore  fome  diuine  nature,  and  vfe 
Nonationbut  fomc  kiiid  of facrifices,and  fo  confequcncly  that  had  not 
priefts  to  exercife  them,& fome  proper  ceremonies. 
j^iUotle  in  his  Politikes  faith  exprefly,  that  it  is  a ncccffa- 
Itc£ima^‘  '■y  fo  ‘O  euery  city , to  take  care  of  the 

worfliip  of  the  gods  and  of  facrifices.Huery  worke  that  we 

do 
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do  ('faith  Augumne)  to  be  ioyned  neerer  to  God  by  a ho- 
ly focieticjis  a facrifice. There  are  three  general  forts  of  fa- 
crifices  : the  h'rft  is  the  facrifice  of  the  foule,  which  we  of-  T'”’" 
ter  to  God  by  contrition,  deuotion,  contemplation  and  * 
prayer  : the  lecondisofthe  body,  which  we  offer  to  God 
by  fafting.abfimence,  or  by  fuffring  marryrdoin  to  main- 
tain his  law,iuftice  and  truth  .The  third  facrifice  is  ofour- 
ward  goods,  whe  we  offer  them  vntohim  in  the  works  of 
charitie  according  to  his  holy  ordinance.So  that  if  facrifi- 
ces  and  priefis  alvyays  took  place  among  the  Barbarians, 
much  more  careful  ought  they  to  be  to  maintaine  this  di- 
uinc  myfferie.thatadore  and  pcrfeaiy  know  God.And  as 
men  haueliuedvnder  three  lawes,  thelawofNature,  the 
written  law,and  the  law  of  Grace,  ib  there  were  facrifices 
and  ptiefts  vndereuery  one  of  them.  (JHelchiz.edscb\h\cdi  ofpricftsana 

vnder  the  law  of  Nature,  c^<2>-(;«vndcr  the  written  lawe 

and  vnder  the  law  ofGr.ice,  vnder  which  we  liue  at  this 
prerent,Iefus  Chrift  that  great  and  cternall  Prieft  and  Sa- 
crificer,  who  hath  offered  hiiiilelfe  a facrifice  for  our  re- 
deipption,  and  ham  left  vs  hisdilciplesand  Apoftles,and 
their  fiiccefldurs  to  be  our  pallors  in  the  guiding  of  our 
follies  vnder  his  Teftament  and  new  couenaunt,which  is 
the  infallible  rule  ofhis  holy  and  iuft  will.  Therefore  let 
them  that  boafl:,that  they  are  called  of  God  to  fuch  an  ex- 
cellent charge,  looketoclifcharge  themfelues  faithfully  wheKinehe 
by  teaching  the  truth  and  leadinga  life  agreeable  to  their 
dodrine.  Otherwife,  ifthey  fit  in  the  chaire  of  peft^lence 
( asDWfpeaketh)  letthem  looke  for  a horrible  iud^e- 
mentofGod  vpo their foules, when  he  (liallfayvnto  them 
by  way  of  reproch;  that  in  this  world  they  fate  in  their  p6- 
tificall  feares,  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifiesdid  lon<r  fince 
in  the  chaire  of  TheirTvatchme?}  (faith  AySvfpeaking  cfa 

OiQU\\^^^{o\s')ure  ^llblmde : they  h^.us  fiol^oAedge^  they 
dumbe  dogs : t hey  camel  barke  : they  He  and [leepe,  and  deliiht  in 

flecpmg.rhefegreedie  dogs  can  neuerhaueenotigh^^thefefieep- 

beards  cannot  vndersiand : for  they  all  looke  to  there  orone  may,  e- 
uctry  one  for  hts  adstantag  e,i^ for  his  owne  pttipofi.Blit  contrary- 
wife,  iA  PAilor  ( fflthS'AintTatsieymitflbevnreprootteable,  Tit.i.y.S.j. 

as 
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The  qualities  of  ^ ^ods  fteward , notfiowarde,  mt  angry  I not  giuen  to  mne,  no 
a good  pallor,  firi  j^ry  not  giuen  tofilthie  lftcrey  bfit  barber ousy  one  that  loueth 
goodnejfe  : wifiy  righteous,  holy,  temperate,  holding  faji  the  faiths 
full worde  according  to  doBrine,  that  he  alfo  may  he  able  to  exhort 
with  whole fome  doBrine  y and  improoue  them  that  fy  again  ft  it, 
i.Pet.j.1.5.'  Feede  the  flocke  of  ChriB,  which  dependeth  vpponyoH  (faith 
Saint  Peter ) caring  for  it , not  by  conflrt^t , but  willingly 
not  for filthie  lucre,  butofareadyminde^'  not  as  though yee  were 
lordes  ouer  (yoh  heritage,  but  that  ye  may  be  enfamples  to  the 
Therefore  if  Paftors  preach  the  Gofpell,  giue  exam- 
ple of  good  life  by  their  w’orkes,  fight  againft  the  enimies 
of  the  truth  with  the  weaponsofcharitie,prayers,perfwa- 
lions,  tefiinionies  of  the  holy  faipture  : if  they  remooue 
apa- ■ them  couetoLifnefle^pridCydifibluteneffc, and  fuper- 

ftor.  fluitie  of  expences,  and  walke  in  this  fort  in  their  vocati- 

on,the  firft  place  of  honour  is  due  to  them  amongft  men, 
and  a greater  and  vnfpeakable  prepared  for  them  in  hea- 
uen.  The fecond  thing  that  is  neceflarie  in  euery  Com- 
mon-wealth and  citie,  are  iudgements,  and  confequent- 
ly  magiftrates  to  execute  them.  But  bicaufe  we  difeour- 
fed  at  large  of  this  matter  before,.we  will  not  Band  long 
vpon  it,  -but  comprehend  in  few  wordes  the  whole  duetie 
and  office  of  a good  magiftrate,  which  confifteth  in  foure 
: In.taking nothing vniuftly  from  any  body,  in  gi- 
Jonfiiictl’m  uingtoeuery  onehisowne,indefpifinghis  owne  profit, 
fourcthings.  and  in  pteferuiiig  publikc  profitc  , He  performeth  thefe 
duties  perfedly  by  the  diftribution  of  iuftice  into  feuen 
id  incoy^^ar cT.  P^^tes : b^ procuring  that  Godmay  be  worfhipped,that  reuerence 
' begiuentofuperiours,  that  concord  be  an^ongfl  equals,  that  dif 
cipline  bee  vfed  towards  inferiours,  patience  towardes  enimies, 
mercy  towards  the  foore,  and  that  tntegritie  of  Iff e proceede  from 
himfelfe,  Nowelet  vseonfiderof  Armes,  and  of  Nobles, 
of  armes  and  Atmes  (as/^^rro  faith)  are  all  warlike  inftrumentes,  fer- 
uing  both  to  fet  vpon  our  enimies , and  to  defend  our 
felues  from  their  affaultcs  and  enterprifes . They  are  ne- 
oeffarie  in  a Common-wealth  and  citie  for  thefe  three 
caufes,  to  refift  the  outward  force  of  enimies,  and  to 
lieepe  them  in  feare  : to  reprefle  naughtie  citizens,  both 
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by  compelling  them  toobeymagiftratcs  and  lawes,  and 
bypunilhing  the  guiltie : andlaft  ofall,  to  defend  the  11- 
bertieoffubieds.  The  exercife  and  vfe  of armcs,  warres 
and  battels,  hath  from  all  antiquitic  been  committed  to 
the  noblemen.  Nobilitje  (as  ^riHotle  faith)  is  a glitte-  whatnobis. 
ring  excellencie  proceeding  from  aunceftors,  and  an  ho- 
noiir  chat commeth  from  an  auncient  linage  and  flocke. 

Or,  (according  to  nobilitieis  a prayfe 

that  proceedethfrom  the  deferts  ofour  Elders,  and  fore- 
fathers. Many  make  three kindcsofNobilitie  : (inethat  , . . , , 
IS bredofvertueandofexcellentdeedes:  the fecond that  IS 
proceedeth  from  the  knowledge  ofhoneftdifciplines  and 
true  Iciences : and  the  third  that  commeth  from  the  feut- 
chionsandarmcsof  ouraunceftors,  or  from  riches.  But 
to  fpeake  truely  there  is  no  right  Nobilitie,  but  that  which, srigiip 
whichfpnngethofvertue,  and  good  conditions.  For  as 
he  is  a thiefe  that  ftealeth,  and  he  vniiift  that  doth  vniuft- 
ly  : lo  he  IS  a vile  and  bafe  pcrfon,that  dcaleth  vilanoufly. 

He  boalteth  m vaine  ofhis  greatlinage,  and  feeketh  to  be 
elteemed  for  the  nobilitie  and  vertue  of  his  aunceftours 
that  hath  nogoodnelTein  him,  nor  commendable  qualil 
tie  ot his  owne  to  ioine  with  thofe ofhis predcceflfors  Let 
no  man  pleafe  himfelfe  too  much  ffaith  ^gapem)  in'  the 

nobilitieofhisanceftorsjforallmenhauedung  for  their 

Itock  from  whence  they  come;  both  they  that  are  pricked 
vp  m purple  and  fine  linnen,  & they  that  are  afflided  with 
poucrtieand  ficknefle ; as  well  they  that  are  decked  with 
crownes,as  they  that  lie  naked  vpon  the  ftrawe.Let  vs  not 
therlore  brag  of  our  earthly  race, but  let  vs  glory  in  the  in- 
tegrine  of  maners. Although  vice  be  in  one  that  commeth 
ot  noble  bloud,  yet  is  it  alwayslothfomeandinfamous: 
yea  it  doth  fo  much  the  more  appeere  fhameful  & odious 
as  It  IS  loyned  with  greater  nobilitie.But  vertue  is  the  very  ' 
liuely  colour  & ornament  of  nobilitie, and  caufeth  it  to  be 
honored  for  loue  of  it  felfe  only.  AUkmgs  andprinces  ffaith 
Plato)  came  offices,  andallJUuesofki^gs.  iVhat  profite  is  there 
(faith  the  Emperour  writing  to  the  Senate  of»Sc“«c'” 

tn  mhutue,  if  the  hart  of aprince  he  tiotreplem/hed  with  touching 
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' homtie  and  gentlenes  towards  his  fiibieEies  f The  goods  of fortune 
come  oftentimes  to  the  vnwoorthie,  hut  the  vertue  of  the  foule  al- 
ways makethaman  woorthle  of  the  great  eflprafe . Nohilitie^  ri- 
ches and  fetch  like  J:omefromyvith  out  a man^  cr  are  fkbieFv  tocor- 
ruption:butiufiicefeountie,and  other  vertues, are  not  only  wonder - 
full  bicaufe  they  come  from  the foule,  but  procure  alfo  t o him  t hat 
hath  them  vfeth  them  vertuouJly,a perfeFton  of  all felicitie Tea 
it  is  far  better  and  more  commendable  in  a man,  to  leaue  to  his  po- 
Fieritte  a good  beginning  of  nobilitie  by  venue  yXhanto  defame  by 
villanie  & wicked  behauior  that praife  which  he  hath  receiued fed 
his predecefors.  Therefore  we  ought  not  to  be  putt  vp  with 
pride  bicaufe  we  come  of  a great  race,  feeing  that  honour 
belongeth  more  to  our  progenitors  tha  to  vs, if  we  be  not 
Malach.  2.10.  noble  by  our  owne  vertue.  Is  not  one  God  (as  UMalachic 
faith)father  of  vs  all.>  He  made  the  firil:  kings  of  a poore  & 
bafe  flock, to  teach  vs,  that  men  ought  not  through  arro- 
gancie,&  vaine  boafling  of  their  nobilitie,  efleeme  them- 
felues  letter  than  others, but  fo  far  forth  only  as  his  holy 
gifts  and  graces  are  more  abundantly  in  them . Saule  was 
chofen  king  as  he  was  feeking  his  fathers  a(fes:D*iW,whe 
he  was  a flieepheard,and  the  yongefl  of  his  brethren . 1 he 
brier  and  the  rofe  came  of  one  and  the  fame  roote:  fo  no- 
ble-men and  vile  perfons  came  of  one  mafre  and  lumpe. 
The  brier  is  reieded  bicaufe  itpricketh,  & the  rofe  for  hir 
good  fmel  is  efteemcd  and  held  in  mens  hands.  So  he  that 
makethhimfelfe  vile  through  vice,  ought  to  be  reieded, 
and  he  that  is  odoriferous  and  fmellethfweetly  by  good 
vcrtues  and  noble  adions, ought  to  bee eftee.med, honou- 
red and  accounted  noble  of  what  race  & flocke  foeuer  he 
When  nobilitie  commcth  .Truc  it  is,thatancient  nobilitie  ioined  with  ex- 
oJbK^jstobe  <;e]|ent  vertue, is  very  commendable  among  men,  efpeci- 
c cemc  . ally  in  euery  monarchic  wel  effabliflied,  ofw’hich  the  no- 
bilitie is  the  chiefefl  pillar,  being  appointed  by  God,  and 
approoued  by  the  law  ofman,  for  their  fideliric  towardes 
their  kings,and  defence  of  their  fubieds,wherein  the  true 
dutie  and  olfice  of  noble-men  confiheth . Riches  are  the 
fourth  thing  neceffary  in  cuery  common-welth,  and  con- 
fequently  cicizens,y/ho  commonly  pofl'effe  them,  andare 
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fetled  from  all  antiqiiitiein  towms^hauing  rents/euenues 
andpolTefTions,  and  being  as  it  were  the  llrong  pillars  of 
dties,and  of  the  whole  political  body. Cicero  faith, that  ri- 
ches arethefinews  of  battels.  For  as  the  whole  body  of  a Riches  are  the 
man  feeleth  & moueth  by  the  finewes  : fo  the  body  of  the 
common-wealth  receiueth  ftrength  & power  by  riches, to 
gather  men  of  war  togither  in  defence  of  hir  libertie.  For 
this  caufe  Ariftotle  in  his  plat-forme  of  a happy  common- 
welth  requireth  abundance  of  wealth  and  money  tobelp 
publike  affairs  at  home,  & warlike  matters  abroad.  And  mon-wcalth. 
in  another  place  he  faith,that  a happy  life  confifteth  in  the 
perfed  vfe  of  vertue,aflifted  w'ith  bodily  & external  goods, 
as  with  inftruments  that  feme  to  execute  honeft  actions 
wel  & vertuouily.lt  is  certain  that  gold  & filuer  in  refped 
ofthefoule,  areneither  good  nor  ill,  but  by  goodvfagc 
they  are  made  profitable  for  this  life,  & the  abufc  of  them 
is  hurtful  both  to  the  body  & foulc.  And  in  deed  riches  of 
their  own  nature  are  not  to  be  condemned.  Abraham,Lot, 

Ucob,^  lob  were  rich  & holy  mcnJofephfi^  wvitQth  that  ne- 
iier  any  king, either  of  the  Hebrews,  or  of  any  other  nati-  ^chesthztDl 
on, left  fo  great  riches  to  his  fucce{ror,as  D4md did  to  Sa/o^  ‘»dicfc  to  saia. 
zw^«.For  he  left  hina  to  build  the  temple  withal,  i oooo . ta- 
lents  of  gold,  & looooo.  of  filuer,befide  infinite  ftore  of 
flufFe,of  wonderful  coft  and  value, which  he  had  caufed  to 
be  prepared  & made  rcadie.  The  fumptuoufneffe  of  that 
Temple, as  it  is  deferibed  by  this  Hiftoriographer,is  won- 
derfull . Hefaith  thatit  was  made  and  finiflied  in  feuen 
yeeres  by  Soooo.MafonSjg  2oo.Ouerfeers,&  3oooo.He-  workm^r!?w 
brew^es  that  hewed  wood  in  the  foreft,and  70000. others  Salomons  tem- 
that  brought  ftones  and  fuchlike  matter  for  the  worke. 

If  the  riches  of  the  Romane  Empire  had  not  been  great, 

1 meane  both  the  publique  and  priuate  wealth  , it  is  cer- 
taine,  that  it  had  not  fo  long  time  maintained  it  felfe  in 
fuch  a glorious  and  flourifhingeftate,  as  the  like  was  ne- 
iier  before,  caufing  the  fartheft  and  moftvnknowen  na- 
tions to  (land  in  feare  of  hir  weapons  . Hereof  wee  haue  Anguftasmafn. 
good  proofe  by  that  which  we  read  of  Au£hBus  Cafar, who  tainea yccreiy 
ordinarily  defrayed  the  charges,  of  44.  Legions  , which 
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amounted  ycerely  to  twcliie  millions  of  gold. But  the  Ro- 
mane  empire  was  then  come  to  the  top  of  hir  greatnefle, 
hailing  for  hir  bounds  the  riuer  of  Euphrates  on  the  Eaft 
fide, the  Oceafeaon  the  Weft, on  the  South  fide  the  fruit- 
full  region  of  Africa,  and  on  the  North  fide  the  riuers  of 
Rhine'^and  Danubius.  At  this  day  50. kingdoms  & eftates 
arediuided  out  ofthat  monarchy.  Therforeifthe  citizens 
of  the  common- wealth  pofiefle  riches,  if  they  imploy  the 
vpon  good  workes,  and  that  liberally  for  the  tuition,  de- 
fence and  fetting  foorth  of  their  countrey,  they  behaue 
themfelues  like  good  citizens,  borne  to  do  good,  and  to 
profit  the  Common-wealth . The  fift  thing  neceffary  in  c- 
uerygood  Common-wealth  and  citie,  are  occupations 
and  confcquently  craftf-men.  An  arte  is  a habite  of  wor- 
king according  to  right  reafon,  as  t^riHotle  faith  . Or 
elfean  arte  is  the  knowledge  of  fome  certain  thing  gotten 
by  vfejinftrudion  or  reafonjtending  to  neceffary  vies  for 
mans  life.  Some  artes  confift  in  Speculation , and  others 
in  pradife.  We  call  Speculation  TheoricaH,  that  is  to  fay, 
Spcculatiue  : and  Adionpradicall,  thatistofay,  Adiuc, 
This  word  Artificer  is  deriued  of  the  worde  Arte  . Nowe 
bicaufe  that  nature  is  moft  perfednext  to  God,  the  nee- 
rer  that  arte  approcheth  to  nature,  the  better  and  perfe- 
der  it  is,as  appeereth  in  images  and  pidures : fo  that  arte 
is  nothing  elfc  but  an  imitation  of  nature  . Thofe  Artes 
that  are  commonly  called  Mechanicall,or  handy-craftes,. 
whereby  they  differ  from  liberall  Artes,  of  which  we  haue 
alreadie  dircourred,are  of  diuers  fortes  .For  the  better  vn- 
derftanding  of  them  wee  will  prefuppofe  that  man  hath 
need  ofthreetemporall  things  for  the  maintenaunce’of 
thislifCjOamely,  of  <iy4limentes,  Houfesy  and  Clothing.  He 
ftandeth  in  neede  of  Alimentes  to  reftore  the  confump- 
tion  of  radicall  moyfturc,  wafted  away  by  natural!  heate, 
(as  the  weeke  confumeth  the  oyle  in  theLampc)  I faye 
to  reftore  it  agaync  by  moyft  nourifliment,  as  by  breade, 
wine, fiefh, and  other  aliments,without  which  a man  could 
not  Hue.  Thefe  nutrimentesare  prouided  and  prepared 
by  men  of  Occupations,  as  by  Butchers,  Fiflimongcrs, 

Bakers, 


and  agreement, &c.  ^51 

Bakers,  Cookes,  vintners,  and  other  handycraftf-men> 
which  feme  and  looke  to  the  prouifion  of  viduals.  Next, 
me  haue  need  of  houfes,  that  euety  one  may  haue  his  pri- 
uate  place  of  refuge  to  keep  his  body,familie,&  goods  vn  - 
der  couert : & thefe  are  edifices  and  frames  ereded  by  the  The  vfc  of 
arte  of  building,&  made  by  Mafons,Carpenters,Geome- 
tncians.Sa  wyers,Ioiners,&  other  handycrafts  that  areoc- 
ctipied  in  caruing.Likewife  a city,in  refped  both  of  orna- 
ment & ofdefence,ftandeth  in  need  of  wals,  towers,  bul- 
warks, rampires,  andother  things  of  defence,  asalfo  of 
temples  andothercommon  places : all  which  cannot  be 
made  w'ithout  the  artcs  of  building  and  of  Malbnry . The 
third  thing  which  men  Hand  in  need  of,  are  garments  to  Thcvicofgar- 
clothe  themfelues  withaIl,to  preferue  natural  hear,and  to 
keep  out  external  cold : & thefe  are  prouided  by  Mercers, 

Drapers, Tailors,Holiers,  & fuch  like.  Befides  the  aboue- 
named  things  we  fiand  in  need  of  armour  & of  horfes' to 
defend  ourlibertie,  and  for  our  greater  commoditieiand 
fo  confequently  Armorers,Glazers, Sadlers, Spur-makers, 

Smithes  and  fuch  like,are  necelfarie.Likewife  for  the  pre- 
feruation  and  recouerie  of  our  health,  we  mull  honor  the 
Phyfition,Chirurgion,Apothecarie,  Drug-feller  and  fuch 
hke.The  dutie  and  office  of  all  artificers,  is  to  auoyd  idle-  Thed»tfcofaa 
neSjllooth^and  ncgligence,and  efpecially  to  vfe  no  deceit  artificers, 
in  their  artes,but  to  referre  the  end  of  their  labours  more 
to  common  profite  than  to  their  priuategaine.  And  for 
the  auoiding  of  Ingroifers,  it  is  very  expedient  that  the 
craftf-men  ihould  be  diuided  into  diuers  parts  of  the  city  Artificers  of 
and  not  placed  all  on  a rowe  in  one  quarter  therofas  they  ZjZZ’ 
domthetownesofAfrike,andiH  many  cities  ofEurope.  dwell  all  cogi- 
For  befides  the  difcommodities  in  great  townes,  when  e- 
uery  quarter  hath  not  in  it  fuch  artificers  as  are  common- 
ly neceirary,itis  to  befeared  thatthere  wil  be  amongft  the 
Ingroffers  to  fore-ftall  the  merchandife  and  waresmrelfe 
jealoufie  and  quarels  are  to  be  feared,  if  one  fell  better 
/cheapc  than  another,euen  before  his  eyes  that  refufed  to 
take  that  money.  It  is  true,  that  fuch  artificers  as  are  leaft 
required, as  men  thatliue  by  the  hammer,  may  be  ranged 
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in  ene  quarter,  that  thereby  they  may  be  feparated  from 
men  of  learning  and  quietnes.  The  fixt  and  laft  thing  ne- 
celfary  in  a Common-wealth  remaineth  to  be  confidered 
otAiimentsSc  of,  namely,  Aliments,  and  coiifequently  labourers  . Wc 

ubouicK.  already  fpoken  of  Aliments  : but  as  for  that  which 

Theprayfe  of  concemeth  husbandry  efpecially,  there  is  no  other  arte, 
husbandry.  j-j.,  JqjJ,  f^ore  awakcu  the  minde  of  man,  that  rauilheth 
his  fences  more,  that  alFoordcth  greater  pleafure,  or  is 
more  neceflarie  and  profitable  for  the  life  of  man , than 

husbandry.  Moreouernothingfauoureth  of  greater  anti- 

quitie,  nothing  doth  better  difcouer  the  greatnes  of  the 
works  of  God,nothing  doth  caft  forth  more  liucly  marks 
ThMntiquiuc  and  beames  of  a wonderful  diuinitie.than  husbandry  .For 
moft  of  other  arts  were  inuented  long  time  after  man  was 
• createdofGod,  and  augmented  fince  by  the  induftrie of 

many.  Onely  husbandry  gaue  fufficient  teftimonie  ofit 
felf,&oftheincomprehenlible  power  of  God;  when  pre- 
fently  after  the  creation  of  the  elements  there  came  out 
ofthe  bowels  ofthe  earth  all  kinds  of  herbes  and  plants 
garniflied  with  their  proper  vertues  for  the  feruice  & com- 
Menhuue  b«n  moditie  of  man.  Man  himfelfalfo  by  a diuine  and  natural 
ahv.ivsmore  in-  jnftinft  hath  been  from  the  beginning  more  enclined  and 
bfn5“to  difpofed  to  the  tillage  of  the  earth,  than  to  any  other  ftu- 
any  Other  VO-  die  & voc^tioii  whatfoeucn  as  wc  read  or  our  nrlt  tatners 
cation.  commonly  called  themfelues  Laborers  of  the  earth, 

and  feeders  of  cattell.  Husbandry  and  the  countrey  life 
were  fo  much  commended  & efleemed  ofthe  auncients, 
that  many  of  them  haue  written  fund.ry  bookes  therof  in 
Princcshauc  Greek  & Latin : and  many  monarchs  haue  heretofore  left 
foriaken their  rbeif  great  palaces,&  coiitcmned  their piirplc  robes  and 

S'sband^^'“  diademes,  that  they  might  giue  themfelues  to  the  manu- 
tyrM,  ring  ofcountreycomodities.Q'r//^  was  neuer  better  plea- 

fed  and  contented, than  whe  he  might  be  drefhng  offome 
goodly  piece  of  ground,  and  fettingofacertaine  number 
Dhclefian.  of  trees  checker-wife.  Dioclefian  forfook  the  feepter  of  his 

empire, that  he  might  with-draw  himfelfe  into  the  fields, 
and  trim  with  his  owne  hands,  trees, graffs,  feuerall  plots 
of ground,  andgardens.  Belides  in  husbandry  and  the 
° countrey 
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I countrey  life,  profite  aboundeth  with  pleafureandgaine  p„(it  a„<ipi«. 
with  delight.  As  for  profite  it  is  very  euident.  For  a good  rurearcioyncd 
husbandman  is  alwais  prouided  of  bread, wine, fleili, fruit,  band^^r”^”^* 
wood,and  other  Aliments . And  concerning  pleafurc,  it  is 
incredible  to  one  that  hath  skill  and  will  to  confider  of 
I the  maruels  of  nature,  befides  a thoufand  delights,  with 
! exercifesaspleafauntandprofitableforhis  health  as  can 
be.  And  that  benefit  which  is  moft  excellent  and  chiefeft 
^ of  all,  Imeanetranquillitieofmindmay  more  eafily  bee 
obtained  by  the  Mufes  darlings, and  louers  of  knowledge 
I in  the  midft  of  the  open  fields  and  pleafaunt  found  of  wa- 
I ters,than  amongfl:  the  noife  offuites  & diflentions  wher-  dentstiianthc 
with  cities  arerepleniflied.lt  belongeth  to  the  dutie  ofla- 
bourers  to  line  in  their  fimplicitie,  and  to  do  their  ende- The  dutie  of 
uor  in  tilling  the  fields  . For  the  performing  hereof  they 
ftandinneedof^.things  : ofskill  to  know  the  nature  of  Three  things 
the  roile,and  the  feafons  of  fowing  and  gathering : of  will 
to  be  diligent  and  carefull  to  continue  in  their  countrey 
labour : and  laftly,ofabilitie  to  prouideoxen,horfes,  cat- 
tell,&  other inftrurnents  ofhusbandrie.  By  this  difeourfe 
therefore  we  may  fee  what  things  are  moft  requifite  and 
neceffariefor  the  inftitution  of  a happy  common-wealth, 
and  that  no  man  is  fo  induftrious,  wittie  or  prudent,  that 
I of  himfdfe  without  the  helpe  of  another  he  can  Hue  with- 
I out  fo  cietie,  and  minifter  to  himfelfe  all  neceffary  things. 

For  this  caufe  the  fellowfhip  of  many  togither  w^as  found 
out,  that  by  teaching,  fudging,  defending,  giuing,  ta- 
king,changing,  feruing  and  communicating  their  works 
and  exercifes  one  with  an  other,  they  might  Hue  well  and 
commodiou fly  togither.  Which  thing  will  vndoiibtedly 
li  come  to  paffe  in  euery  Common-wealth,when  euery  one 
' walking  in  his  vocation,  diredeth  his  will  and  worke  to 
I the  feruice  of  God,his  prince  and  countrey, 
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Aram.  'XF^liman  the  Emperor  in  the  Preface  of  his  In- 
I ftitutio ns  faith  : That  it  is  neceffarie  for  the 
-^imperial  maiefly  to  hauc  refped  tatwo  times, 
namely,of  peace  and  of  warrc,thatit  may  be  prouided  a- 
gainft  all  euents  either  of  the  one  or  the  other. Lawes  and 
good  politike  ftatutes  are  neceflary  for  it  in  time  of  peace, 
that  the  Prouinces  may  be  quietly  gouerned : but  in  time 
of warre  it  muft  alwayes  haue  armour  readic  and  coueni- 
ent  forces,  to  helpe  friends,  to  refift  enimies,and  to  con- 
taine  difobedient  fubiedes  within  compaffe  . Nowe  ha- 
uing  hitherto  intreated  of  that  policie,  which  chiefly  re- 
fpedeth  the  tyme  of  peace,  we  mufl:  hereafter  (my  com- 
panions) referre  to  our  difeourfes  that  fmall  knowledge 
which  we  haue  of  warlike  difeipline.  And  firft  I thinke  we 
mufl  oppofethefe  times  of  peace  and  warre  one  agaynft 
the  other,  and  confider  of  their  cleane  contrary  effedes, 
that  we  may  bee  fo  much  the  more  eafily  ledde  and  per- 
fwaded  to  defire  and  procure  that  which  is  befl:  and 
moft  profitable  foreueryeftateand  monarchic.  There- 
fore I propounde  vnto  you  this  matter  to  difeourfe 
vpon. 

A c H I T o B . If  it  bepojfible,  much  06  inyou  is  (faith  the 
Apoftle)  haue  peace  with  all  men : and  let  the  peace  of  God  rule 
in  your  hart  es,  to  the  which  jfe  are  called  in  one  bot^ , Fortruely 
without  peace  all  riches  is  but  pouertie , all  mirth  but 
mourning,  all  life  but  death.  But  no  man  can  perfedly 
know  the  benefit  of  peace,  that  hath  had  notriall  of  the 
burthen  of  warre. 

A s E R.  If  ye  walkeinmy  ordinaunces  (faith  the  eternall 
God)  I will fend  peace  in  the  land:  but  if  ye  willnot  obey  me,  but 
dejpife  mine  ordinaunces,  I will fend  a Jword  vpon  you,  thatfjalla^ 
uenge  the  ijuarell  of  my  couenaunt,  and  ye  fiall  he  deliuered  into 
the  hand  of  the  entmie.  Now’  let  vs  heare  A m a n a difeourfe 
vpon  that  which  is  here  propounded  vnto  vs. 

A M A N A.  Lycurgus  entring  into  the  gouernement  of 

the 
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the  LacedemonianSjand  finding  their  Eftate  greatly  cor- 
rupted , deteriTHned  with  himfelfe  to  change  their  whole 
Polide.  For  he  thought  that  if  he  fliouldonely  makefome 
I particular  lawes  and  ordinances , it  would  doe  no  more 
goodjthan  a {lender  medicine  would  profit  a corrupt  bo- 
die  full  of  many  difeafes,  before  order  were  taken  for  the 
i purging^refoluing , and  confuming  of  the  euill  humors, 

I that  a new  forme  and  rule  of  life  might  afterward  be  pre- 
I feribed  . His  enterprife  although  great  and  difficult , yet 
fell  out  very  well,  and  his  lawes  were  receiued  dc  approo- 
uedof  the  people,  aftera  little  force  and  fearewher with 
at  firft  they  were  reftrained  . But  this  law-maker  referred  J/a^aJfhisiawc$ 
all  his  lawes  to  warre  and  to  vi(5i:orie,and  kept  his  fubieds  to  \varrc,ap. 
in  continuall  exercife  of  Armes,  not  fuffering  them  to  Coifeiyw* 
learneany  other  fcience  or  handicraft, vnto  which  he  ap-  dcaiewithocca- 
pointed  the  Ilotes  onely , who  were  men  brought  in  fub- 
iedion  by  the  right  of  warre.  Whereby  Lycurgm  {eemeth 
to  haue  beene  of  this  mind,that  force  ought  to  be  miilres 
in  all  wopldly  matters , and  that  other  things  feme  to  no 
purpofe  if  they  want  Armes , which  by  a certaine  right  of 
warre  that  fhall  alwaies  continue  amongft  men,  bring  in 
fubiedion  to  Conquerours  the  perfons  & goods  of  thofe 
I whome  they  ouercome  . It  feemeth  alfohe  thought,  that 
there  was  neuer  any  true  peace  amongft  n^'en,  but  onely 
in  name,  and  that  all  Princes  and  people  liue  in  continu- 
> all  diftruft  one  of  another , and  doe  nothing  elfe  for  the 
moft  part  but  watch  how  to  furprize  each  other,  (as  Tin- 
elegantly  fetteth  it  out)  notwithftanding  all  leagues 
and  goodly  agreements  that  paffe  betweene  them . N^ma 
king  ofthe  Romanes, cleane  contrary  to 
LycHrgH6,^z%  fo  farrein  loue  with  peace , and  referred  all  peace, 
his  lawes  in  fuch  fort  thereunto,  that  during  his  raigne, 
there  was  neither  warre, nor  ciuil  di{rention,nor  any  mo- 
tion of  noueltie  in  the  gouernment  of  the  Common- 
wealth.Much  leffie  was  there  any  enmitie  or  enuie  concci- 
uedagainft  him  particularly,  orconfpiracie  againfthis 
perfon  through  defire  of  ruling , but  all  occafions  of  war 
being  extinguilhedand  remooued , the  Temple  of  Unm 

was 
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was  continually  kept  (but  for  the  fpace  of  fortie  yeercs, . 
which  was  a figne  of  peace  amongeft  the  Romanes  . F or 
not  onely  at  Rome  the  people  were  tradable  through 
the  example  of  the  iuftice;  clemencie,  & goodnes  of  king 
Numa,  butalfointhe  townes  round  about  there  was  a 
maruellous  alteration  of  manners : infomuch  that  as  the 
beames  of  acleareSunne  are  difperfed  abroad , fo  there 
was  fliedde  in  the  hartes  of  men  a fecrete  defirc  to  liue  in 
peace , to  labour  the  grounde , to  bring  vppe  their  chil- 
dren quietly , and  to  ferue  and  honour  their  gods  . And 
VlHtarke  writeth  in  hislife , that  in  his  time  there  was  no- 
thing but  feaftes,  plaies,  facrifices,and  bankets  through- 
out all  Italy : fo  that  a man  might  fay , that  the  wifedome 
of  Nnma  was  aliuely  fountaineof  all  goodnes  andho- 
neftie,outof  which  many  riuers  iflued  to  water  all  Ita- 
ly , and  that  his  peaceable  prudence  was  communicated 
as  it  were  fromhandeto  handevntothe  whole  worlde, 
Nowe , although  thefe  two  men  haue  beene  greatly  prai- 
fed  and  commended  for  fundrie  rare  vertues , yet  all  men 
approoue  not  the  extremities  which  they  followed  in  this 
forme  of  gouernment . For  as  he  is  pernitions  that  moo- 
ueth  and  continueth  warre  onely  to  fubdue  his  neigh- 
bours, to  inlarge  the  borders  of  his  countrie,  and  to  v- 
furpe  other  mens  right,  which  fauoureth  more  of  brutifh- 
’ neSjthan  of  humanitie : fo  a long  peace  bringeth  with  it 
many  difeommodities , making  men  infolent  common- 
ly through  too  great  profperitie , as  alfo  nice,  lauifh  , and 
effeminate,  through  abundance  of  wealth  and  idlenes. 
Therefore  PUto,  AnUotle  and  Polybitu  reprooue  Lycur- 
giu , bicaufe  he  propounded  onely  the  exercife  of  the  ver- 
tueof  warre  to  his  Citizens,  which  is  the  leaft  of  thofe 
foure,  that  are  neceffarie  for  the  eftablifhment  andpre- 
feruation  of  euery  Empire  : faying,  that  all  his  lawes  were 
wel  ordained  to  make  men  valiant, but  not  iuft,temperat, 
and  prudent . On  the  other  fide , they  that  are  too  much 
affeded  to  peace  and  quietnes, weaken  themfelues  by  lit- 
tle and  little  before  they  be  aware , and  by  their  example 
mollifie  the  courage  of  youth,  whereby  they  lie  open  to 
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the  jniiiries  ofthofe  that  will  inuadethem,  andfo  loofe 
their  libertie,  not  being  able  to  defend  their  peribns  and 
goods.But  as  the  world  is  compounded  of4.elements,by  ExMiientcom. 
whofe  mixture  it  is  fomadejtbatitis  both  ieeneand  ton-  P^'itonsbc. 
ched , & withall  is  preferued  in  fuch  loue  & concord,  that  ripoWonof 
It  cannot  be  diifolued  by  any  other  tha  by  him  that  made 
it:  foeuerypnblike  Eftatemuft  be eftablifted by 4. ver- 
tues,by  whofe  harmony  & agreementitis preferued. And 
as  the  fire  & the  earth  were  firft  created  to  make  the  whol 
frame  fubiedt  to  fight  & feeling,  and  then  the  water  & the  • 
aire  mingled  with  them,that  the  difllmilitude  of  thofe  ex- 
treames  might  be  tempered  according  to  proportion : fo 
fortitude  and  iuftice  are  firft  required  in  the  ordainingof 
Common-wealths, bicauie  they  cannot  continue  without 
law  and  ftrength,and  next  prudence  and  temperance  be- 
ing ioined  with  them , moderate  the  rigour  and  remifnes 
of  both  . Againe,as  by  thefe  natures  of  which  all  things 
are  made,  being  dilperled  aboue  and  beneath,  and  on  ail 
fides,  the  world  is  preferued  and  continued,  fo  that  light 
things  are  kept  from  aicending  through  the  waight  of 
heauy  things.&  contrariwife  heauy  things  held  aloft, that 
they  fal  not;fo  by  thefe  4.vertues  difperfedamongft  men, 
a Common-wealth  welinftitutcd  & guided  by  difcipline, 
is  maintained.  And  although  by  reafon  of  the  varictie  and 
change  of  humane  affaires  it  cannot  continuefo  long,  & 
fo  adorned  asthe  worlde,yet  it  will  abide  many  yeeres. 
Moreoijer,as  the  elements  are  bred  one  of  another, & al- 
ter to  & fro,going  into,& returning  continually  from  the 
firft  matter , which  receiueth  them  into  it  felfe,  for  which 
caufe  they  cannot  be  feene  fimple,but  mixed  : wherupon 
arifeth  Inch  a teperature  of  al  things, that  they  wither  not 
by  drougth  .nor  burn  e with  heate,  neither  are  ouer-whel- 
med  with  too  great  moifture,  nor  grow  ftiffwith  excelfiue 
cold : fo  thefe  vertues  whereby  cities  areinftituted , muft 
be  mingled  one  with  another , & agree  togither  for  their 
mutuall  preferuation,  wifedome  beeing  Prefident  ouer 
them  in  which  they  are  all  contained . For  they  cannot 
maintaine  them-felues  one  without  another,  nor  keepe 

their 
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their  vigor  and  dignitie.Iuftice  without  temperance  is  ri- 
oour : fortitude  feparated  from  iuftice  is  raQines  and  cru- 

eltie,  and  without  prudence  iufticeis  but  craft  and  futtle-  . 

tie  .To  conclude,temperance  without  fortitude  ought  ra- 
therto  be  called  cowardlines  and  nicenes  : whereby  we 
fee  that  they  arefo  interlaced,  and  depend  in  fuchfort 
one  of  another,that  they  cannot  be  feparated  .If  it  fal  out 
otherwife.that  eftate  wherein  fuch  difprder  taketh  place, 
muff  of  neccllitie  be  vtterly  ouerthrowne  or  changed. 
Out  of  thefe  learned  Philofophicall  difeourfes  we  will 
draw  a very  good  lelfon : namely,  that  in  euery  Eftate  wel 
inftituted  for  continuance,  this  temperature  of  the  foure 
vertues  muft  neceffarily  be  kept,  that  men  may  be  inftru- 
6ted  howe  to  gouerne  themfelues  well  both  in  time  of 
peace  and  of  warre,and  obferue  fuch  a moderation  there- 
in,that  knowing  how  to  deale  in  both  times,they  may  be  ; 
ready  and  fit  for  warre  when  neceffity  vrgeth,hauing  this 
end  before  them  to  attaine  to  peace , which  muft  alwaies 
be  preferred,  as  reft  is  before  trauell,  and  good  before  e- 
uill,as  we  dial  eafily  vndcrftand  by  confidering  their  con- 
trary effeds.  Itiscertaine  that  Philofophie is  belt  exerci-  ^ 
fed  in  time  of  peace.  For  when  there  is  no  trouble  of  war,  ' 
the  fpirite  is  quiet,  and  fit  for  euery  honeft  kind  of  reft,fo 
that  arts  and  fcienccs  go  well  forward,  la  wes  ar&in  force, 
iuftice  flouriOieth , vertue  (liCT'Cth  hir  efteds  better,  vice  ■ 
languiflieth,the  zeale  ofpietie  encreaieth , the  diftipline 
of  the  Church  is  authorifed,  both  the  noble  and  meane  ; 
man  preferueth  and  augmenteth  his  wxalth , trade  and  ; 
trafficke  is  free : briefly,euery  one  receiueth  good  & com-  i 
moditie  , and  fo  confequently  the  whole  bodie  of  the  ; 

Common-wealth. But  if  we  looke  to  thofe  effeds,  which 
thetimeof  warre  commonly  bringethfoorth,  the  defire  ' 

of  hailing  is  awakened,couetoufnes  encrea(eth,iuftice  fal-  , 
leth  to  the  ground.force  and  violence  beareth  fway,  fpoi-  , 
ling  raigneth,riot  is  fet  at  libertie , wicked  men  are  in  au-  I 
thoritie,  good  men  oppreffed  , innocencie  troden  vnder  ^ 
foote,  maidens  and  wines  defloured,  countries  wafted,  ] 
houfes  burntjChurches  deftroied, tombs  broken  downe,  j 

goods  1 
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goods  fpoiled , murders  committed , all  vertuebaniffied 
from  among  men,  vice  honoured,  the  law^es  contemned 
! and  broken, the  feruice  of  God  forfaken,the  eftate  of  the 
Church  derided,thc  nobilitie  and  people  burdened  with 
infinite  charges  and  colles,  allkinde'of  trade  hindered  f 
briefly,  thereisnocalamitie ormiferie that  aboundetfi 
,not  in  the  Common-wealth.in  time  of  warre . We  may  whatkin^d* 
ludge  that  kingdome  happie , wherein  the  Prince  isobe-  i!iiappic,“ 
dient  to  the  lawe  of  God  and  nature , Magiftrates  to  the 
Prince,  priuate  men  to  Magiftrates , children  to  their  fa- 
thers.feruants  to  their  maifters,and  fubieds  being  linked 
in  loue  one  with  another,  & all  of  them  with, their  Prince 
enioy  the  fweetenes  of  peace,  and  true  quietnes  of  mind ! 

But  warre  is  cleane  contrary  tliereunto,  and  fouldiors  are 
fworneenimiestothatkindof  life.  Forwarmaketh  men  warrt,„,k«i. 
barbarous , mutinous,  and  cruell,as  peace  maketh  them  men  cmeii.and 
cntteous,and  tradable-We  read  that  Engliftimen  were  in 
tunes  paft  lb  leditious  and  vntameable,  that  not  oneiy 
thetr  Princes  could  not  do  what  they  w'ould,  but  alfo  the 
Enghfli  merchants  were  of neceflity  lodged  apart  by  them 
felues.  For  fo  the  towne of  Antwarpe  was  conftrained  to 
do, where  there  was  one  houfc  coinmon  for  all  merchant 
lirangers,except  Englilhmen,  who  had  a houfe  by  them- 
lelues,  bicaufetheycouldnot  abide  to  be  ioined  with  g- 
thers.The  chiefe  caufe  of  that  ftrangqualitie  was  bicaufe 
their  countrie  bordered  vpon  two  Etlates  and  Nations, 
that  were  their  enimies:  namely,  vpon  the  Frenchmea 
and  Scots,  with  whome  they  had  continuall  warre : but 
nnee  they  concluded  a peace , and  ioined  in  league  with 
France  and  Scotland,  they  became  very  mild  and  ciuill 
And  cqntrariwiTe  the  Frenchmen , who  were  inferiour  to 
no  nation  whatfoeuer,  in  curtefie  & humanitie,  are  <^reat- 
ly  changed  from  their  naturall  difpofition,  and  bc^come 
fauage  Imce  the  ciuill  warres  began.  The  like  fas  Tlutarh 
iaith)  happened  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Sicilia,  who  by 
meanes  of  conunuall  warre  grew  to  be  like  brute  beafles  . 
f^rchtdamt^  king  of  Lacedemonia , knowing  well  the  ef- 
Ictts  of  peace  and  warre  heere  briefly  touched  by  vs,  and 

hearing 
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hearing  that  the  Eliarjs^ent  fuccors  to  the  Archadians  to 
Archidamusict-  wartc  againft  hiiTi,tooke  occafion  to  write  vnto  tliern  sif- 
tcrtothcEiians.  Laconicall manner , infteedeof  along  difcourfc. 

^rchidampu  to  the  Elians  : Peace  is  a goodly  thing.  And  ano- 
ther time  he  gaue  a notable  tcftimonie  how  farre  he  pre- 
ferred peace  before  warre , when  he  made  this  anfwer  to 
one  that  commended  him  , bicaufe  hee  had  obtained  a 
* ' battell  againft  the  fore-faid  Archadians  : It  hadheenehet- 

ter  if  rve  had  ouercome  therj^  by  prudence  rather  than  by  force. 
The felfe  fame  reafon  of  louing  peace , and  of  abhorring 
-Oatominikcd  ^hc  breakers  thereof , was  the  caufe  why  in  a full  Se- 

W^of^cace!'  oppofed  himfelfe  againft  the  requeft  which  Cafars 
friendes  made , that  the  people  (liould  offer  facrifices  by 
way  of  thankf-giuingto  the  gods,  for  the  notable  vi<fto- 
ries  whichhe  had  gotten  againft  the  Germanes,of  whom 
he  had  farprized  and  difcomfited  3 00000. 1 am  (faid  Ca^ 
to)  rather  of  .this  opinion , that  he  ftiould  be  deliucred  in- 
to their  hands  whomc  he  hath  wronged  without  caufe  by 
violating  the  peace,  which  they  had  with  the  people  of 
RomCjthat  they  may  punifli  him  as  they  thinke  good,  to 
the  ende  that  the  whole  fault  of  breaking  faith  and  pro- 
mife  with  them,  njay  be  caft  vpon  him  alone , and  not  be 
laid  vpon  the  citie, which  is  no  caufe  at  all  thereof.  And  to 
fay  truth , wife  men  are  greatly  to  fcare  all  beginnings  of 
warre^ For  being  in  the  end  growne  to  fome  ripenes, after 
that  fome  men  wanting  experience  in  worldly  affaires, 
baue  raOdy^and  vnskilfully  fowne  the  feede  thereof,  hard- 
ly can  the  greateft  and  wifeft  kings  plucke  it  vp  againe 
without  great  labour  and  perill . Therefore  they  that  are 
too  defirous  and  haftie  to  begin  warre,  peruert  the  order 
of  reafon  : bicaufe  they  begin  ne  by  execution  and  force, 
which  ought  to  be  laft,after  diieconfultation.  Buthede- 
' ferueth  greater  honour  and  praife  thatprocureth  peace, 
and  winneth  the  enimies  harts  by  loue , than  he  that  ob- 
taineth  vidorie  by  (liedding  their  blood  cruelly.  For  this 
Wherefore  axid  oncly  rcafoii  (faith  Cicero)  we  mu  ft  begin  warre , that  we 
pcacc,  aud  not  receiue  wrong : but  this  muft 
cgm  warre.  after  wc  hauc  required  fatjsfadion  for  the  iniurie 

offred. 
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offered.  It  vi^as  for  thefe  confiderations  that /'/(-ar/w,  that 
great  Athenian  Capraine  laboured  toftoppe  thewarrer 
tt'hich  the  people  of  Athens  had  determined  to  make  a- 
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gainit  the  Macedonians , at  thepeHVafion  of  LeoBhe^jes. 

And  being  demanded  when  he  would  counfdl  the  Athe- 
nians  to  make  warre^when  I fee  (quoth-he)  that  the  yong  ansfrem  warre, 
men  are  fully  refolued  not  to  leaue  their  rankes,  that  rich  » 

men  contribute  monie  willingly,  and  Oratoursabftaine 
frorarobbing  the  Common-wealth  . Neiierthelesthear- 
mie  was  jeauied  againft  his  counfell , and  many  woon- 
dering  at  the  greatnes  and  beautie  thereof , asked  him 
howe  he  liked  that  preparation  . Itis  faire  for  one  brunt 
laid  Phocian,.b\Mlk2LXtth^  retiirneand  continuance  of 
the  warre bicaufe  I fee  not  that  the  citie  hath  any  other 
meanes  to  get  monie,  or  other  Veilelsand  men  of  warre, 
bendethefe.  And  his  forefight  was  approoued  by  thee- 
uent . For  Leofthenes  profperedin  the  begin- 

ning  of  hisenterprile  (whereupon  Phocion  being  deman- 
ded whether  he  w^oulde  not  gladly  haue  doone  all  thofe 

great  and  excellent  things,  anfwered  that  he  would , but 

not  haue  omitted  that  counfell  which  hegaue Jyetin  the 
end  he  was  flaine  in  that  voyage,  the  Grecian  armie  oucr- 
throwne  by  A^Bpater2LYid  Cratermv^o  Macedonians, and 
the  citie  of  Athens  brought  to  that  extremitie , that  it 
was  conftrained  to  fende  a blanke  for  capitulations  of 
peace , and  to  receiue  within  it  a garrifon  of  Hrangers . 
Thusitfalleth  out  commonly  to  thofe'diat  fee  ke  for  war  ’ • 

byallmeanes,  eitherby  rightorwrong . Eiierie  Prince 
that  defirech  it  in  that  manner,  ftirreth  vppe  againft  him- 
felfe  both  the  hatred  and  weapons  of  his  neighbours 
he  yexeth  and  greeueth  his  fubieds  vnwoorthily,reeking 
rather  to  rule  oucr  them  by  violence  , than  to  gaine  their 
good  Will  by  lufticc  : he  quiteouer-throweth  his  Coun- 
tne , preferring  dominion,  and  greatnes  of  his  owne  glo- 
rie  before  the benehte,quierncs,  and  fafetie  thereof: 
and  of  ten-times  he  diminidieth  his  owne  authoritie,  and 
as  broughtin  fubiedion  to  hisenimics,whilft  helaboreth 
topolieire  another  mansriglic  by  forcc.^//^^//^  the  Em- 
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perour  faid,that  to  ha»e  a good  and  lawfull  warre^ir  muft 
be  commended  by  the  Gods , and  iuftified  by  the  Philo- 
Ibphers.  And  Spartia»fu  affirmeth,  that  Tratan  only 
ol  all  the  Romane  Emperors  was  ncuer  ouercome  in  bat- 
tell,bicaufe  he  vndertooke  no  war,  except  the  caufe  ther- 
of  was  very  iult ..  But  we  may  fay,  that  no  warrc  betweene 
Chriftians  is  fo  iuftified , but  that  ftill  there  remaineth 
fome  caufe  offcruplc.The  teftimonie  o^tAntigoma^z  el- 
der,wherein  he  accufeth  himrelfe,isverynotabletofliewe 
what  great  wickednes  and  iniuftice  is  in  warre , when  he 
vfed  chisfpeech  to  a Philofopher  that  offered  and  dedi- 
cated vnto  him  a treatife , which  he  had  made  of  iuftice. 
Thou  art  a foole^mj  fThyid^to  come  and  tel  me  ofiu^/ce,n>hen  thou 
feefi  me  beate  dovene  other  mens  townes . Cafar  anfwered  little 
lefte  to  a Tribune  of  the  people,  who  being  defi- 

rous  tokeepe  him  from  taking  the  monie  that  was  in  the 
comnx)n  treafurie,alleadged  vnto  him  the  lawes  that  for- 
bad it ; to  whome  this  Monarch  replied,  that  the  time  of 
warre^nd  the  time  of  lawes  were  twaine  . Moreoiier,  we 
fee  that  tamine  and  the  peftilence  commonly  follow  war. 
For  the  abundance  of  all  things  being  wafted,  want  of  vi- 
ctuals muft  of  neceftitie  fucceede,whereiipon  many  difea- 
fes  grow . Briefly,  it  bringeth  with  it  nothing  but  a heape 
of  all  euils  and  miferies , and  eafily  draweth  and  allureth 
the  violence  andeuill  difpofition  of  many  to  followethe 
ftate  of  the  time . For  they  that  defire  a change , are  very 
glad  of  fuch  an  occafion  to  ground  their  plat-formes  vp- 
on  ; w hich  they  could  not  doe  in  time  of  peace , bicaufe 
men  are  then  ofa  better  iudgement  and  aft'edion,  afwell 
in  publike  as  inpriuate  matters.  But  whatfoeuer  we  haue 
fpoken  of  the  miferies  that  folio  we  warre , warlike  difei- 
pline  muft  not  be  fuffered  to  degenerate  in  a Common- 
wealth well  cftabliflied : feeing  there  is  neuer  want  of  euill 
neighbours  that  are  defirous  to  incroach  vppon  other 
mens  borders,  and  feeing  the  lawes,  iuftice,  fubieds,  and 
the  whole  ftate,  are  vndcr  the  protedion  of  Annes , as  it 
were  vnder  a mightie  buckler . Andforafmuch  as  the  de- 
fence of  our  life,  & purfuite  of  theeues  is  w'arrantcd  both 
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bythelaweof  God,  of  nature,  andofinan,  itfolloweth 
that  the  fubiefts  muft  needes  be  trained  vpin  featesof 
Armes,bothdefenfmeandofFenfiue,  thatthey  maybea 
buckler  to  the  good,  and  a barre  to  the  bad.  Wherein  the 
example  of  Attguftiuis  very  notable,  who  in  time  of  an  af- 
lured  peace  would  not  diflblue  and  difmifle  the  fortic  le- 
gionSjbut  fent  them  to  the  Prouinces  & borders  of  thole 
natioinsthat  weremoft  barbarous  to  keepetheminwar- 
like  difcipline,  and  withallto  take  away  as  neere  as  he 
could  all  occa/ion  of  ciuill  warre . Whereof  ConFtaminc 
the  Great  had  forrowfull  experience,  when  he  difehar- 
ged  his  bands  of  fouldiours , whereby  he  opened  the 
gates  vnto  his  enimies,  who  after  that  inuadedthe  Ro- 
mane  Empire  on  all  fides  .For  the  conclufion  therfore  of 
our  dilcourfe,  let  vs  learn  to  delire  peace  rather  than  war 
the  one  being  a certaine  figne  of  the  Blefling  of  God  vp- 
on  his  people , and  the  other  of  his  wrath  and  maledidi- 
on  . Let  the  Prince  thinke  with  himfelfe  (as  Tmian  wrote 
to  the  Senate)  that  he  is  called  not  to  warre,  but  to  go- 
uerne ; not  to  kill  his  enimies,  but  to  roote  out  vices : not 
iomuch  togoefoorth  towarrc,asto  tarie  in  the  Com- 
mon-wealth : not  to  take  another  mans  goods  from 
him , but  to  doeiuftice  to  euery  one , efpecially  confide- 
ring,thatinwarrc3  Prince  can  fight  but  in  the  place  of 
one,  atvvhich  time  he  is  wanting  to  many  in  the  Com- 
mon-wealth  . And  yet  bicaufe  the  fwoord  is  put  into  the 
Magiftrates  hand , for  the  preferuaticn  of  publike  peace 
he  cannot  imploie  or  vfe  it  better  than  in  refilling , brea- 
king  and  beating  downe  their  attempts,  that  tyranni- 
cally  feeke  to  trouble  it , being  ledde  with  ambition  and 
defire  to  enlarge  their  bounds  with  other  mens  right 
Nowe , bicaufe  the  greater  part  of  Potentates  and  neighl 
bour  Princes  dired  their  purpofes  to  this  marke , it  is  ve- 
ry expedient  and  necelfariein  euery  well  ordered  Ellate 
that  the  youth,  efpecially  the  Nobilitie  fhould  be  trai- 
ned yppe  and  exercifedin  featesof  Amies,  totheende 
that  in  time  of  necelfitie , and  for  common  profite , they 
may  be  apt  and  rcadie  to  feme  their  Prince  and  Country. 
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Of  the  ancientDifcipIIne, 

Of  the  ancient  Difciplme  and  order  of  IVarre, 

• Chap^  68. 

BVC  following  our  purpofe,  which  is  to 
difcourfeof  the ftate of  warre, accor- 
ding to  the  fmall  experience  that  our 
age  affoordeth,  and  our  ftudiehath  gathered,  wee  are 
aowc  to  fpeake  ^my  Companions^  of  warlike  difcipline, 
which  for  the  excellent  order  thereof  vfed  in  ancient 
time , is  fo  much  the  more  woorthie  to  be  noted,  as  ours 
is  to  be  contemned,  for  the  great  diforder  that  isfeene 
in  it  .Therefore  Ileauethe  handelingof  this  matter  to 
you. 

Aram.  Difcipline  among  fouldiors  is  the  caufe  that 
order  is  kept  in  all  matters  of  warrc , which  procurethin 
armies  obedience  and  vidorie. 

A c H I T o B . The  vnbrideled  licence  that  is  vfed 
nowe  adaies  amonge  fouldiours , breedeth  fuch  boldnes 
in  them  , that  all  warlike  difcipline  is  fupplanted  there- 
by . But  let  vs  heare  A s e r difcourfe  of  this  mat- 
*ter. 

A s E R.  If  we  appoint  to  euery  oneffaith  Socrates  m 
TUto ) his  feuerall  arte  whereunto  he  is  apteft  by  nature, 
and  which  he  muft  vfe  all  his  life  time , forfaking  all  other 
trades , to  the  ende  that  obferuing  opportunities, he  may 
difcharge  it  the  better , there  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  war- 
like difcipline,  which  is  a great  deale  more  excellent  than 
any  other  trade,  greater  leafure,  greater  cunning  and 
itisnocthe  pradife  is  neceifarily  required  . For  if  a man  take  a tar- 
weapon  that  get , or  fome  other  warrelike  weapon  and  inftrumentin 
maketha  warri-  ^ fight  ^ niuch  Icife  of 

fufficient  courage  to  feme  manfully,  if  he  be  not  long 
before  prepared  there-vnto  by  found  reafons  and  refo- 
lutions  . It  is  no  woorke  of  an  hower,  or  of  a daie , to 
perfwademen,thatif  they  will  getpraife,  they  muft  fet- 
tle them-felues  tofuftaine  alltrauels,  to  aftaie  all  perils, 
and  to  holdethis  opinion  conftantly,that  it  is  more  to 
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I bee  defired  to  die  fighting  in  a good  and  iuft  quarrell, 

I than  to  efcape  u^ith  life  by  flying  away . But  that  which  Fromwhcncc 
I breedeth  and  nourifhcth  fuch  thoughts  in  mens  harts , is 
the  good  education  and  inflitution  of  youth  in  the  dif-  * 
cipline  of  vertue , and  in  the  knowledge  of  Fortitude  and 
! Magnanimitie , which  are  infeparably  followed  of  honor 
. and  immortall  glorie  : whereby  all  feare  of  enimies  is  ta- 
; ken  away , and  watching , trauelling,  fuffering , obeying, 
well  liked  of,  that  they  may  bring  to  pafle  their  noble  en- 
terprifes . The  Aflyrians , Perfians , Grecians , and  Ro- 
manes, whofe  deedesof  Armes  are-almoft  incredible, 
had  alwaies  in  Angular  recommedation  the  maintenance 
of  warlike  difeipline  : but  their  chiefedeAre  was  to  im-  ThreetMngj 
I print  thefc  three  things  in  the  hartes  of.  their  fouldiours,  ^u-red^nmet 
I Willingnes , %^Herence , and  Obedience , of  which  things  the  ofwarre. 
j happie  condud  of  all  warre  dependeth  . They  that  were  meth^fVomgood 
I well  brought  vp  and  inftruded  in  vertue , could  not  want  imikucion. 

; good  will  to  execute  vertuous  actions . Thofe-  Heads  and 
I Leaders  of  armies  that  were  well  chofen , and  had  wife-  fhe“vSomc 
I dome  and  experience,  did  by  their  woonderfull  vertue  andexperience 
prouokeeuery one  toreuerencethem.  Moreouer,  this 
I Maxime  of  warre  was  diligently  pradifed  of  the  Heads  : 
namely , to  make  their  fouldiours  more  deiiout  and  obe-  wrougS'' 
dient  to  their  commandemds,  than  affedionated  to  any  them  by  the  di- 
other  thing, howegainefullfoeuer  it  were  , Atthisdaie, 
as  the  former  education  and  inftrudion  is  wanting,  fo 

the  Heades  and  Captaines  are  infufficient . And  from 
thence  proceedeth  thediforder  and  difobedienceof  men 
of  warre , whereuppon  lofle  of  the  battell , and  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  armie  followeth  in  fteede  of  vidorie . But 
that  we  may  beginneto  conAderof  this  ancient  warre- 
like difeipline,  wee  willheere  onely  waigh  the  order  of 
the  Romane  armies  and  battels,  who  excelled  all  Na- 
tions in  feates  of  Armes  : and  then  wee  will  looke  in- 
to that  great  obedience  and  feuere  rule  of  lining,  that 
w^as  obferued  among  the  men  of  w'arre  . We  fiiall  not 
finde  in  all  the  Romayne  Hiftories  anye  battayle  of 
greater  or  more  importaunce  betweene  the  people  of 

Ccc  i;  Rome 
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Rome,and any  Other  nation,  than  that  which  they  had 
with  the  Latines , when  TorqmtHs^nA  DectH^wevQ  Con^ 
fuls.For  as  the  Latins  by  loofing  the  battel  were  brought 
into  bondage, fo  fliould  the  Romanes  haue  beene,  if  they 
Thevertueof  had  not  woonne  it . is  of  this  opinion , who 

itm^chinwar!  Hiakcth  both  the  armies  in  all  refpedes  alike , both  for 
number , vertue , refolution  and  order,  and putteth  the 
difference  onely  in  the  vertue  of  the  Captaines , which  he 
fuppofeth  was  greater  on  the  Romanes  fide,  & fo  confe- 
quently  caufe  of  their  vidory  . The  likencs  & equalitie  of 
thefe  two  hofts  proceeded  of  this,  bicaufe  they  had  long 
time  followed  &:  pradifed  feates  of  armes  togither,  vfing 
the  fame  order,  language, & weapons;  & keeping  the  felfe 
fame  maner  of  ordring  their  battels,  infomuch  that  both 
. theirorders&their  Captaines  had  thefame names. Now 
acroftheRo-  this  was  the  order  of  the,Romane  army. Their  whole  holt 
m.anearmie.  vv^as  diuided into  three  principall  parts , whereof  thefirft 
confided  ofpike-men,the  fecond  of  the  chiefe  gentlemen 
& Lordes,  the  third  was  called  the  rereward,&  euery  part 
, was  chiefly  compounded  of  foot-men, being  accompani- 

Tte Romanes  ^d  with  a certainc  number  of horfemen. Their  battels  be- 
diuided  their  iiig  Ordered  in  this  fort,they  placed  pike-men  in  the  fore- 
ward,  right  behind  them  were  the  noblemen , and  in  the 
third  place  behind  they  appointed  their  rereward , which 
they  called  by  the  name  of  Triar^.  They  had  alfo  certaine 
troups  of  horfemen,both  on  the  right  & left  fide  of  euery 
part  of  their  army,whom  they  called  wings,  in  refpedof 
the  place  which  they  had , bicaufe  they  feemed  to  be  the 
■ wdngs  of  that  body  . They  fet  the  foreward  clofe  togither 
in  the  fore-front,that  it  might  both  breake  in  vpon  the  e- 
nimy,&  fuflaine  the  on-fet.The  battel, bicaufe  it  was  not 
to  fight  hrfl,but  to  fuccour  the  fore-ward  when  it  was  ei- 
ther put  to  the  woorft  or  driuen  backe,  was  not  ioined  fo 
clofe,  but  kept  their  ranks  wider  afunder,  fo  that  it  might 
without  diforder  to  it  felfe  receiue  the  foreward  within  it, 
if  by  any  mifhap  or  breach  ofaray,it  fhould  be  conflrained 
to  retire.The  rereward  had  their  ranks  farther  diffant  one 
from  another  than  the  battel,  that  it  might  be  able  to  re- 
ceiue 
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ceiue  within  it  both  the  foreward  and  the  battell  when 

neede  required . Their  battels  then  being  thus  ranged, 

they  began  the  skirmifli,and  if  their  pikemen  were  driuen 

backe  and  vanquilhed,they  retired  into  the  diftances  and 

void  fpaces  of  the  noble-men.  Then  both  of  them  being 

knit  togither  in  one,  made  one  bodie  of  two  battels,  and 

fo  began  the  fight againe.  But  if  they  both  beingioined 

togither  were  put  to  the  worft,  they  gathered  themfelues 

togither  in  the  wide  and  large  rankes  that  were  left  for 

them  in  the  rereward  of  the  Triarij . And  then  thefe  three 

parts  ioined  in  one  rcniied  the  fight,  and  fo  either  loft  or  ' 

woonne  the  battell,  being  vnable  to  repaire  them-feiues 

againe  . Therefore  when  the  rereward  entered  into  the 

conflidjthe  armie  was  in  danger : whereupon  arofe  that 

prouerbe,^^j-  reda^a  efl  ad  Triarios,  which  is  afmuch  to  fay 

in  Englifb,  as  the  matter  is  brought  to  the  Rereward  y & to  the 

extremitie.Now  the  Captainesof  thefeourtimes,haiiing  thebenefiteof 

forfakenall  order  of  ancient  difcipline,  make  no  account  thisRomanc 

of  this  ordinance  of  warre,  although  ifit  be  well  confide- 

red, it  will  be  found  a matter  ofgreat  importance.  For  he 

that  ordreth  his  holt  fo  that  he  may  repaire  himfelf thrice 

in  one  battell,  muft  haue  fortune  his enimie  three  fundry 

times  before  he  can  loofe  it, and  be  vtterly  ouerthrowne^ 

Whereas  he  that  trufteth  onely  to  the  firft  encounter , as 
the  moft  do  at  this  day,  ofFereth  himfelfe  raflily  vnto  dan- 
ger and  lofte.  For  one  onely  diforder,one  final  vertue  may 
cary  the  vidorie  from  him. Now  that  which  hindreth  our 
armies  from  repairing  themfelues  thrice,is  the  lack  of  skil 
I to  gathe^  one  battel  into  another. We  alfo  appoint  onely 
’ a foreward  and  a maine  battel  for  the  moft  part, & lay  the 
hope  & ftrength  of  the  armie  vpon  the  horfemen : wheras 
the  Ancients  made  moft  account  of  the  footmen. So  that 
if  thehorfe-men  receiuing  the qnfet  (hould  haue  there- 
pnlfe,and  their  aray  broken,  the  reft  were  eafie  to  bedelt 
wirhall ; befide,that  commonly  the  foote-men  are  difor- 
dred  by  their  owne  horfemen,  being  compelled  to  retire. 

For  this  caufethe  Switzers,  called  by  fome  maifters  of 
thefe  latewarres,  when  they  purpofeto  fight,  efpecially 

Ccc  iij  on 
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ShetoinTr'  Frctichmens  fide»  are  very  carefull  to  haue  the 

fightingonche  horfemen  on  theonefide,  andnottofollowe  next  after 
Frenchmens  them,  to  the  eiidc  that  being  wdde  of  them , if  by  miQiap 
they  Ihould  be  repulfed  , yet  they  might  not  ouer-runne 
Frenchmen  loo.  diforder  them . And  this  hath  beene  oftcn-times  no- 

fingthcfirftcn-  ted ,,tiut  thc  Ftenchmen  according  to  the  adiiantageor 
Xtheviaorie.  t^^fcommoditie  of-  the  firft  brunt  giiien  by  their  foreward 
or  battell , haue  been  partakers  of  the  like  iffue  and  e- 
^ uent  afterward  : fo  that  if  they  were  put  to  the  woorft  in 

the  firh:  encounter , their  enimie  was  in  a manner  afliirei 
ot  thevi<5lorie  . 1 his  caufed  Ltuimlo  write  in  ma- 
nyplaces,  that  Frenchmen  in  the  beginning  of  a battell 
are  more  than  men  , but  in  theende  lefle  than  women. 
Somcarmies^^  But  that  which  caufcth  them  to  breake  their  order  fo 
yctkeep^good  ^uickly , may  bc  better  knowne,  if  wefetdowne  heere 
order,  two  kindcs  of  armics , the  one  where  there  is  furie  and 
order , as  there  was  in  the  Romanearmie,in  which , ac- 
cording to  the  teftimonie  of  all  hiftories,  good  order 
‘through  continuance  of  time  had  planted  dich  a warlike 
difcipline,  that  nothing  w'asdoone  among  them  but  by 
rule . They  did  neither  eate,nor  (leepe , nor  deale  in  any 
other  warlike  or  priuate  adioiv,  without  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Conful,or  Head  of  thearmie.  So  thatall  ver- 
tue  being  thus  fetled  amongft  them  , they  exercifed  their 
furie  by  meanes,  and  as  time  and  occafion  ferued  : nei^ 
ther  could  any  difiicultie  arife , that  could  quaile  their  re- 
folution  well  be^unne , or  caufe  them  to  be  difeouraged, 
Goodordcrin  their  good  order,  which  refreflied.them  and 

armicsisneuer  ftrengthened  their  courage  that  was  nouriGied  with  the 
ofviaoriT^^  hope  of  vidorie,  which  is  neuer  wanting  as  long  as  good 
orders  are  truly  obferued.  Butin  the  other  kind  of armie 
furie  ''^hcre  furic  beareth  fway , and  not  order , as  it  falleth  out 
without  order.  often  in  the  French  armies,  if  vidorie  doth  not  followe 
their  firft  affaie.For  their  furie , wherein  their  hope  conli- 
fted,  is  not  fuccoured  with  fetled  vertuc,  neither  haue 
they  any  other  confidence  but  in. their  furie,  fothat  as 
fqone  as  they  arc  fomewhatcooled,and  fee  neuer  fo  little 
diforder  and  breach  of  aray,  they  areprefently  difeomfi- 

ted. 
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ted . Contrariwife,  the  Romanes  being  lefle  afraid  ofpe- 
rilSjbicaufe  of  their  good  order, fought  firmely  and  refo- 
lately  togither  without  any  diftruft'of  the  vidorie,  being 
as  courageous  and  vertuousintheendeas  in  the  begin- 
ningryea  theharderthey  were  charged  with  weapons,the 
more  were  they  inflamed  and  fet  on  fire  . Moreouer,con- 
cerning  their  warlike  difcipline , it  may  eafily  be  knowne 
by  that  fpeech  which  Tttm  Limns  rehearfeth  of  T^^pirins 
Curfor^viho  complained  of  the  corruption  that  began  to 
growe  in  their  armie , for  the  which  he  would  haue  puni- 
IhedF^^///^  Generali  of  thehorfcmen.  JVomaf^  (faith  he)  ^^r^TdlrcV 
beareth  any  reuerence  either  to  men,  or  to  the  gods  t The  EdiEls  of  of  the  R«- 

the  Captaine , of  the  Coronell,  and  of  the  Soothfaiers,  ar^  not  ob- 
ferued . The  fouldioursgoe  wandering  vppe  and  downe  like  vaga- 
bonds, both  in  countries  that  are  at  peace  with  vs,  andalf 7 in  our  e- 
nimies  lands : they  dtfeharge  themfelues  at  their  pleafure, and  for- 
get their  oath . The  Enftgnes  are  de folate , and  not  followed . Be- 
fides,  they  ioine  not  togither  as  they  are  commanded , nor  confder 
whether  it  be  by  day  or  by  night , whether  in  a place  of  aduantage, 
or  of  difaduantage.  They  fight  without  the  Captaines  commande- 
ment ; they  keepe  not  their  rankes  andfignes,  Briefiy, whereas  war 
was  woont  to  be  folemne and  /acred,  it  is  difordered,mconfiderate,  - 
and  guided  at  all  aduenture, after  the  manner  of  the  euery.  But  as 
long  as  warlike  difcipline  tooke  place  among  the  ancient 
Romanes, their  campc  was  afchole  of  honor,  offobriety,  ancient  ro» 
of  chafl:ity,of  iiifl:ice,&  of  all  vertuc,fo  that  no  man  might 
reuenge  his  owneiniuries, or  proceed  of  himfelf  peremp- 
torily . They  knew  not  what  it  was  to  line  at  diferetion, 
much  lefle  to  go  a foraging,  to  rob,  fteale,  beate  or  nuir- 
der,asmen  donowadaies . And  as  touching  obedience 
towards  their  Captaines,it  was  very  wonderfull.For  they  foulciiorsto 
feared  not  topreferreit  before  thefafetieof  their  owne  captains. 
Hues, and  before  all  vidorie.  At  the  battell  of  Gannas  the 
Romane  knightsfeeingthe  Confull  alight  and  certaine 
others  with  him  bicaufe  he  was  hurt,  and  thinking  that 
he  had  commanded  them  all  to  doefo,  they  prefently 
left  their  horfes, which  was  the  caufe  of  their  ouertbrow. 

And  this  did  Hannibal  then  declare  with  aloude  voice, 

Ccc  iiii  faying: 
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faying : I w^ould  not  defire  rather  to  hane  them  deliuered 
tomebound,thanasthey  be  . The  executions  that  were 
(hewed  vpon  the  difobedient  and  offenders  were  ful  of  ri- 
gour, and  the  qualitie  of  their  punifhments  maruellous 
SfthL  wa^'^*  (trange.For  the  Heads  of  armies  fometimc  flicked  not  to 
fhewed  vpon  caufc  3.  whole  Icgion  to  paffe  through  the  pikes,  (which 
confifted  of  6ogo.  footemen,  & 500. horfemen J for  feme 
notable  fault  committed  by  them  . But  among  all  their 
Ir^ieswafmoft  terrible  executions,thc  tithing  of  armies  was  mofl  feuere, 
feucre,  ' wlieii  euery  tenth  man  throughout  a whole  hoftewas 
by  lot  put  to  death  . No  kinde  of  punifiiment  could  be 
found  that  was  morefearefull  for  the  correcting  ofa  mul- 
titude than  this,  which  they  pradifedefpecially  when  the 
chiefe  author , and  they  that  were  the  procurers  of  fome 
. notorious  fad, were  not  knowne . For  then  it  had  beene 
- too  much  tohaue  chaflicedthe  whole  companie:  and  if 
fome  had  beene  correded,and  others  left  vnpuniQied,in^ 
nocents  peraduenture  (liould  haue  fuffered,  and  the  guil- 
tie  efcaped  fcot-free . Whereas  by  tithing  they  that  were 
punifhed,  could  not  complaine  but  of  the  lot:  and  the 
reft  were  kept  in  feare , lead  the  like  faults  (liould  fall  out 
againeamongftthem.  Whereupon  they  obferued  onea- 
nother,  that  as  many  as  did  not  their  dutie  might  bee 
knowmeandchafticed  . The  Captaines  and  Heads  of  ar^ 
wc^epSTr  mies  werenolefierigoroufly  handeledby  them  that  had 
itcheyoffended  the  foucraigntie  of  the  Eftate,  if  they  did  capitulate,  or 
‘ make  any  agreement  with  the  enimies , to  the  detriment 
and  difaduantage  of  the  Common-wealth.  For  they  fent 
them  backe  againe  naked  , and  not  the  Heads  onely , but 
alfo  all  that  had  any  charge  in  the  armie , and  confented 
tothecompofition,  that  the  enimies  might  returne  vpon 
their  Heades  all  the  finne  of  breaking  that  oath  w^hich 
they  had  taken , and  that  appointment  w^hich  they  had 
fworne  to.  The  Emperour  Aurelim  laboured  earneftly  to 
bring  in  againe  the  ancient  difeipline  of  w^arre,  and  to 

Aurelius  letter  ftriClly  obfetucd  : whereof  his  letter  is  a fuf- 

to'^aVriLne^’^  ficieiit  tcftimonic , being  written  by  him  to  a Tribune  of 
hn**  warre,in  thefe  words  . Jf  thon  wilt  be  a Tribme,  or  rather  if 
‘ thou 


' and  order  of  Warre.  -7  5 p 

thoH  wilt  Ime^reHrame  the  foMonrs  hands,  that  none fieale  ano-‘ 
thermans  henne,  or  touch  his  Jheepe.  Let  no  man  take  a grape,  or 
jpojle  and  treade  downe  the  come.  Let  mo  man  exact  of  his  Oafi 
oyle,  fait,  or  wood : but  let  euery  one  he  content  with  his  allowance. 

Let  them  inrich  themfelues  with  the  prate  ofthetr  enimies,  and 
not  with  the  teares  of  our  fubieUes . Let  their  armour  be  glaz^ed 
and  c I eane : t heir  hofe  and pjooes good  and  flrong.  L et  new  appa-- 
relldriue  away  the  olde  : and  let  them  keepe  thetr  wages  in  their 
furfe,  andnot  jpend  it  in  tauernes , Let  them  lay  afide  bracelets 
and  rings.  Let  euery  one  drejfe  his  owne  horfe,  and  one  helpe  ano- 
ther, Let  the  Phyftions  and  Chirurgions  looke  to  them  withoptt 
money,  and  let  Sooth- fajers  haue  nothing  giuen  them . Let  them 
line  chailly  in  their  Oasis  houfes  : and  le\  fitch  as  are  mutinous 
and  giuen  to  ejmrelling,  bepmifhei  and  correEied.  Let  the  trench 
their  campe  euery  day  as  if  they  were  neere  their  enimy , Behold 

furely  an  excellent  forme  of  warlike  diTcipline  exprefledin  The  corruption  . 
few-  words.ft'hich  is  fo  farre  from  our  behauiour,  that  the  dpTinScfs 
people  in  thele  dayes  would  thinke  they  werefauourably 
delt  withall,  if  the  fouldiours  tookc  no  more  from  them, 
but  that  which  this  emperor  forbiddeth  his  to  take  vpon 
paine  of  life.  And  truely  the  vnmeafurable  licence  that  is 
granted  them,  caufeth  the  fouldior  to  enter  into  the  field 
onely  to  fpoile  and  rob,  and  to  efchew  the  fight . And  in 
fteadofhelping  one  another,  and  taking  care  euery  one 
ofhisowne  horfe,  there  is  notafouldiour  fo  begger-like, 
but  will  haue  hisfoureLackeis:  fothata  thoufand  foul- 
diorsin  thefe  dayes  will  be  more  chargeable  to  the  peo- 
ple, than  twentie  thoufand  that  are  well  ordered  would  ■ 
be.  If  a Romane  fouldiour  had  committed  adulterie  with  <h“d 
his  Oaft s wife,  Aurehm  cauied  him  to  be  tome  in  funder 
with  two  trees  bowed  downe  one  againft  another.  It  was 
death  alfo  to  take  an  egge.  Ifhee  went  out  of  his  ranke™**'*”'*^' 
tt’hileft  the  armie  marched,  he  had  the  baftonnado.  Of- 
tentimes for  one  fimple  fault  a whole  Legion  was  difchar- 
gedandthecaptairle  feuerely  punilhed:  and  yet  for  all 
this  rigor,  the  fouldiors  loued  the  Emperour  as  their  fa- 
ther. Healfogaue  them  their  pay  well  and  truly,  and  re- 
warded liberally  fuch  as  did  theitdiiqtie.  This  is  the  way 

to 
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to  redreffe  fo  many  diforders  and  calamities  as  are  feene 
inourarmieSj  andtoreftore  in  fome  fort  that  warrelike 
difcipline  which  is  aboliflied.  For  fouldiours  alleage  this 
as  an  excufe  for  all  their  wicked  deedes,  that  they  are  n$t 
fajdy  and  many  would  not  bee  payd , that  fo  they  might 
cloke  their  robberies.  When  the  fmall  taxe,and  lince  that 
the  payment  of  fiftie  thoufand  footemen,was  layed  vpoii 
the  fubieds,  the  king  promifed  to  imploy  that  mony  vp- 
on  no  other  vfe,  than  vpothe  paiment  of  his  men  of  war, 
as  alfo  to  keepe  that  money  af)art  from  his  ordinary  re- 
ceipts. But  bicaufe  this  is  not  duely  obferued,  the  people 
are  doubly  vexed : for  they  pay  their  money,  and  yet  are 
polled  on  all  fides . Notwithftanding  all  thefe  ordinarie 
.charges,  the  poore  pefants  would  thinke  themfelues  hap- 
pie  if  they  were  difehargedby  ereding  vidualing  tents  for 
the  men  of  warre,  as  they  haue  been  forced  to  doe  of  late 
yeeres.  Now  what  good  iffue  can  be  hoped  for,when  the 
fouldiors  through  an  vnbrideled  licence,  fack,fpoile,  and 
burne  the  poore  fubieds  ? This  hath  alwayes  been  feene, 
that  houfes,  families,  kingdoms  and  Empires,haue  come 
to  mine  and  pouertie,bicaufe  the  poore  were  contemned 
and  the  fubieds  giuen  ouer  to  the  robberies  of  fouldiors. 

Thcvnruiiacsof  The  immoderate  liccnceof  the  Pretorianfouldiours(who 
were  to  the  emperors  as  the  lanitzaries  arc  to  the  Turke ) 
and  of  other  men  of  warre  was  no  fmall  heipe  to  ouer- 
throwe  the  Romane Empire.  For  taking  vpon  tliem  to  e- 
led  Emperours  attheir  pleafure,  one  was  chofen  in  one 
armie  and  an  other  elfe-where  , and  prefently  murdered 
by  thofe  that  had  eleded  them . Their  infolencie  alfo  cau- 
fed  feditionsandciuill  warres,  whereupon  thofe  king- 
doms and  countreys  that  were  vnder  the'Romane  obedi- 
.ence,reuolted.  Anditcommeth  to  pafle  oftentimes,  that 
their  vnrulybehauiour  iucenfeth  the  people  in  fuch  fort 
againftthem,thar  their  deftrudionfolloweth.  As  ithap- 
ned  to  all  the  Frenchmen  that  were  in  the  He  ofSicilia,  in 
theycere  1281  .vpon  Falter  day, at  the  firft  pealc  to  Euen- 
fong,  at  what  time  they  were  all  put  to  death  by  a fecret 
confpiracie  for  their  infolencics  and  whoredoms ; where- 

/ upon 
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upon  this  prouerbe  doth  yet  remaine  amongfl:  vs^  The  Si-  Thesiciifan 
cilian  Euenfong.  There  is  no  corner  of  this  kingdom  where 
the  people  being  halFe  mad  through  the  iniuries  receiued 
from  the  men  of  warre,  haue  not  committed  infinite  and 
cruel!  maflacres  . We  may  not  here  forget  to  propound 
the  wile  and  warlike  difcipline  of  Belliz^arim^  lieutenaunt 
generall  to  the  Emperor  IuHimany^\\o  for  valure  and  tem- 
perance was  equall  to  the  ancient  Romanes  (as  hiftorics 
teftifie  ofhim)  which  was  the  caufe  that  he  reconquered 
all  Italy  pofielled  by  the  Barbarias.Not  long  fince  curing 
the  warre  of  Piemont(which  was  a very  fchoole  of  vertue,  The  miia  wane 
and  ofwarrelike  knowledge)  the  pefaunt,  husbandman, 
and  artificer,  were -fuffe red  quietly  at  their  worke,  the 
warre  continuing  betweenew’arrioursonely  for  the  pof- 
felfion,  andnottheruine  of  the  countrey  . And  as  the 
people  were  then  glad  to  receiue  amongft  them  fuch  ar- 
mies, fo  they  difpaire  no  lefle  at  this  day,  bicaufe  all  war- 
likedifeipline,  allpolicie  bothdiuine  and  humane,  is  in 
fuch  fort  extinguiflied,  yea  all  kind  of  humanitie  and  fo- 
cietie  which  is  to  be  feen  amongft  barbarous  people,  that 
it  is  lawfull  for  Frenchmen  to  fackc,fpoile,andput  to  ran-  French  wanes, 
fomc  Frenchmen  that  are  many  times  of  the  fame  fide, 
faith  and  condition,  and  that  without  puniftiment . But 
let  vs  not  looke  for  profperitie  and  good  fucceife  in  our 
enterprifes,  before  there  be  fome  other  order  and  difei^^ 
plineobferued. 
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Of  the  office  anddHtie  of  a CjeneralL 
Chap.  dp. 

Hofe  men  commonly  pro- 
l^^^  fperintheirafFairsthatvn- 
A s E R 1 derftand  them  throughly, 

and  manage  them  w'dl  ^ 
diligently  ;conrideringad- 
uifcdly  what  hath  beene 
heretofore,  that  they  may 
^in  fome  fort  fudge  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  bicaufe 
all  worldly  things  haue  euermorc  fome  agreement  with 
the  ages  paft . Which  commeth  of  this , that  beyng  the 
worksofmen,  they  haue  had,  and  will  alwayes  haue  like 
formes,  and  therforc  muft  of  necelfitie  haue  like  effedes . 
ButthecaufeofthegoodoreuillfuccelTe  of  men  (in  re- 
fped  of  mans  nature^  confifteth  in  this,  that  the  meanes 
and  manerofproceedingiumpe  with  the  time,  wherein 
the  very  condition  therof,and  the  occafion  offred,  is  dili- 
gently to  be  obferued . And  if  this  confideration  taketh 
place  in  all  priuate  affaires,  it  is  much  more  necelTarie  in 
warre,  wherein  a light  fault  oftentimes  procureth  lofle  & 
ouerthrow  to  a whole  armie,whofe  good  or  ill  happe  de- 
pendeth  of  the  head  and  leader  therof,  accordirfg  as  he  is 
either  woorthy  or  vnwoorthy  of  his  charge . My  opinion  ■ 
therforeis(my  companions)  that  we  alleage  in  this  place 
whatfoeuer  vv^e  know  belongeth  to  his  duetie  and  office.  I 
propound  now  the  difeourfe  of  this  matter  to  you. 

Am  a n a.  Men  difdaine  commonly  to  obey  fuch  as 

know 


I ofa  Generali.  yyj 

I know  not  how  to  comtnaund  well.Therfore  euery  Gene- 
I rail  of  an  armie  ought  to  labour  carefully,  that  men  may 
^ behold  and  fee  a certaine  greatnes,  magnanimitie  & con- 
I ftancie  in  all  his  doings. 

Aram.  A Generali  mufl  be  had  in  eftimation  of  his 
fouldiors,and  of  that  reputation,,  that  they  may  giue  cre- 
dite  to  his  prudence  : otherwife  an  army  doth  quickly  be-, 
come  rebeIlious,and  troublefome  to  be  guided . But  let 
ij  vs  learne  more  amply  ofAcHixoB  whatfoeuer  concer- 
neth  this  matter. 

I A c H I T o B . Lamachm  a great  Athenian  captain  fayd,  Acaptainemuft 
I that  no  man  muft.offend  twile  in  warre,bicau{e  the  faults  «vviic 

are  of  fo  great  waight,  that  for  the  moftpart  they  bring 
with  the  the  ouerthrow  of  the  Bate, or  Ioffe  of  life  to  thofe 
that  commit  them,  and  therefore  that  it  was  a hard  and 
daungerous  mattertohaue  experience  thereof.  So  that 
Prudence  gotten  by  vfe  ought  to  bee  haftened  forward,  tenbyvfcmuft 
j . bicaufeitisdeerlybought,&folongac6ming,thatoften- 
I times  death  preuenteth  it.  It  muft  be  haftned  forward  by  ledge.  ^ 
the  diligent  enquirie  of  thofe  things  that  haue  fallen  out 
both  before  & fince  our  time, that  we  may  become  wife  by 
other  mens  perils.  Forthiscaufeitisvery  neceffarie,that 
whofoeuer  taketh  vponhim  the  honor  of  guiding’ an  ar- 
mie, fhould  exercife  his  minde  as  much  in  fcience,  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  hi(i:ories,as  he  doth  his  body  in  all  mar- 
tiall  affeSjthat  fo  he  may  diligently  obferue  the  deedes  of 
famous  perfonages,fee  how  they  gouerned  thcmfelucs  in 
warres,and  examine  the  caufesoftheirviclory,thereby  to 
fiie  the  one  and  to  follow  the  other.  Andbicaufe  it  is  a- 
gainft  rcafbn,that  a well  armed  man  (liould  obey  him  that 
is  vnarmed,  or  that  they  Ihould  take  the  rudder  out  of  the 
Pilots  hand  to  faue  the  fliip  in  a ftorme,  that  haue  no  skill 
in  fea-faring  matters;  it  is  very  reqiiifitethat  whofoeuer  Noman  ought 
vndertaketh  to  commaund  an  army, fhould  fir  ft  haue  got- 
tena  goodrepprt  of  all  men  for  his  valure  and  greatneffe  obtaiLdVc  ^ 
of  courage,  whereby  his  authoritie  will  be  reuerenced,  as 
being  beftowed  vpo  one  that  is  woorthy  ofit : forafmuch 
as  titles  of  dignitie  do  not  honor  men, but  men  are  an  or- 
nament 
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nament  to  titles.Now  if  fouldiors  haue  conceiued  a good 
opinion  of  the  defert  and  valure  of  their  captaine , it  will 
be  as  a (liarpe  fpur  to  pricke  them  forward  in  well  doing, 
and  caufe  them  to  honor  & to  loue  his  commandements. 
For  true  zeale  of  vertue,that  is  to  fay, the  defire  to  imitate . 
it,is  not  imprinted  in  mens  harts,  but  through  a fingular 
good  will  & reuerence  towards  that  partie  tha^  ^orkech 
the  imprefiion . It  was  not  then  without  good  caufe,  that 
the  anciets  greatly  efteemed  the  dignity  of  a General,  be- 
ing ioined  with  prowes,knowledge  & experience : feeing 
the  happy  or  vnhappy  euents  of  warre  ordinarily  depend 
therof  (next  to  the  chief  caufe  proceeding  fro  God)  as  we 
(hewed  yefterday  what  Titus  Liuius  wrote  of  the  battel  be- 
cimon  prefer-  twecn  the  Romans  & the  Latins.  For  this  reafon  Cimon  a 
Har?sVeforc°L  Athens  faid,thathe  had  rather  haue  an  armie 

armyofLions.  ofHarts  guided  by  aLiou,  than  an  armie  of  Lions  hauing 
a Hart  for  their  captaine.  Now*  if  we  defire  to  vnderftand 
in  few  words  what  maner  of  me  are  moft  woorthy  of  fuch 
charges,  wemaylearne  it  bytheanfwere  thatoneofthe 
wife  Interpreters  made  to  Ptolomie  concerning  this  mat- 
What  captains  ter : They  f faid  he)  that  excell  in prowejfe  and itiFiice,  and  pre^ 
of^their°char^4  the  fafetie  of  mens  lines  before  viElorie . B u t to  difeo  urfe 

more  particularly  of  the  dutic  and  office  of  the  head  of  an 
armie,  Valerius  C or mnus  Generali  ofthe  Romans  againft 
the SamniteSjto  whom  he  was  redy  to  giuebattell,incou- 
raged  his  fouldiors  to  do  well  in  few  words, and  taught  e- 
uery  one  how  he  fiiould  proceed  to  obtaine  the  place  and 
CoruinnsOra-  degree  of a captaittc.  dAmanmuH conftderwell  (quoth  he 
tion  to  his  foul-  vnto  them)  vnder  rrhofe  condnBion  he  entreth  into  bat  tell:  whe^ 
ther  vnder  one  that  can  caufe  himfelfe  to  be  heard  as  if  hee  were 
feme  goodly  Oratour,  that  hath  a braue  tongue,  but  otherrrife  is 
a Iconic  e and  vnsktlfnllin  all  points  of  warre,  or  vnder  fuch  a one 
as  hath  skill  himfelfe  to  handle  his  weapon,  to  marc  he  fir  ft  before 
the  enfignes,  and  to  doe  his  duetie  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  I 
would  not,  Souldiours , thatyee  fhould  follow  my  wordes , but  my 
deeds,  I fet  before  you  an  example  ioyned  with  inftruftion  anddif 
ciplme,as  he  that  hath  gotten  three  Confulfijips  with  this  arme,not 
without  exceeding  pray/e.  Hereby  we  learne,  that  the  anci- 
ent 
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cntcaptaines  and  Heads  of  armies  had  this  laudable  cu-  captains  vfca  in 
ftometomake  Orations  to  their  men  of  vporre^  thereby  to  ©id  time  to 
make  them  more  courageous.as  appeereth  in  all  hiftories 
both  Greeke  and  Latin.  This  faihion  is  now^  loft  togither  ors. 
with  the  reft  of  warlike  difdpline : at  leaft  wife  there  is  no 
account  made  of  it  in  France,  whereupon  it  commeth  to 
paffe,  that  many  great  men  are  but  badly  followed  and  ' 
feruedinwarre.  For  as  he  that  ftandeth  in  neede  of  the 
faithfullferuice  of  men  ought  to  winne  them  rather  by 
gentleneffe  and  good  turnes,  than  byauthoritie  and  ri- captains  ouohc 
gour : fo  he  that  would  haue  prompt  and  refolute  fouldi-  to  make  muc^ 
ours  for  warre,  thatheemay  vfe  their  feruice  in  tyme 
neede,  mull  make  much  of  them,  and  allure  them  to  his 
obedience  by  liberalitie,  and  by  good  and  gracious  fpee- 
ches.  Forin  truth  they  muft  be  good  friends  and  affedi- 
onate  feruitours  vnto  a man,  that  fetting  all  excufes  afide 
(ofwhich  thereisneuer  any  want)  are  to  fight  for  him : 
they  mull  neither  be  enuious  at  his  profperitie,  nor  trai- 
torous in  his  aduerfitie.  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
in  a matter  of  greatimportaunce,  the  graue  exhorta-  ThebeneCtof 
tions  of  a Generali,  grounded  vpongood  reafons  and 
examples  greatly  encourage  and  harten  a whole  armie,  in 

fo  much  that  it  will  make  them  as  hardie  as  Lions , that 
before  were  as  fearefull  as  flieepe.  Moreouer,if  he  that  is 
elleemed  and  iudged  to  be  valiaunt  and  noble-minded, 

Iheweth  foorth  effectes  aunfwerable  thereunto,  he  doub- 

teth  the  courage  and  llrength  of  his  armie  : as  contrary- 

wife,  the  leaft  Ihew  of  cowardlinelfe , difcouragement  or 

aftonifliment  (hewed  by  him,draweth  after  it  the  vtter  ru- 

ine  of  his  fouldiours But  to  returne  to  the  diietie  and 

office  of  a good  Captaine  of  an  armie , as  the  bell  worke 

that  a man  can  doe , is  firft  to  bee  honeft  and  vertuous ; 

and  than  to  take  order  that  himfelfe  and  hisfamilie  may 

haue  aboundantly  all  things  neceffarie  forthis  life : fo  e-  ^ 

uery  wife  and  well  aduifed  leader  of  men  of  w^arre,  muft 

difpofe  and  prepare  himfelfe  to  the  fame  ende , and  fore-  ,*fftbcaiw”  c$ 

fee  that  nothing  be  wanting  vnto  them,  neither  munitios  furnifl’.ed  with 

of  warre,  nor  viftuals.  He  muft  not  tfainke  to  make  new 

pro- 
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Cyrus  Oration 
to  Ills  captains. 


A good  captain 
muft  neuer  dif- 
fer his  army  to 
be  idle. 


prouifion  when  neceflfitie  vrgeth  him^but  euen  than  when 
heisbeftfurniflied,  he  muft  bee  careful!  for  the  time  to 
come.Wherby  taking  away  all  occafio  of  coplaining  from 
thefouldior,  he  (hall  be  better  beloued  and  obeyed,  and 
more  feared  and  redoubted  of  his  enimies  . To  this  pur- 
pofe  Cjrm  faid  to  his  chiefe  men  of  warre : My  friends  Ire- 
toy  ce  greatly  that y OH  andy  our  men  are  contented  that  ye  haue  a- 
bundance  of  all  things  ^and  that  rve  haue  wherewith  to  do  good  to  e- 
uery  one  according  to  his  vertue.  MotwithHandwg  we  mufl  conji- 
der  what  were  the  principall  caufes  ofthefegood  things ^ and  ifyee 
loohe  narowlyje  fljall findyhat  watching yrauell,  continuance  in  la- 
bor,and  diligence  haue giue  vs  thefe  riches,  Therforeye  mufl  fhew 
your felues  vertuom  alfo  hereafter,  holding  this  for  certaine,  that 
ye  fhall  obtaine  great  flore  of  riches  and  content  at  ion  of  mind  by  o- 
bedience,conHancie,vertue,fuflaimng  oftraue!l,andby  courage  in 
vertuom  andperillous  enterprifes,  Moreoiier  a good  captaine 
of  an  armie  muft  be  very  carefull,  that  he  neuer  fuffer  his 
hoft  to  be  idle,but  caufe  his  fouldiors  either  to  annoy  the 
enimie,  or  to  doe  themfelues  good . It  is  a biirthenfome 
thing  to  nourifti  an  idle  body , much  more  a whole  family, 
but  efpecially  an  armie,and  not  to  keepe  them  occupied. 
His  meaning  that  warreth  of  neceftitie,  or  through  ambi-^ 
tion,is  to  get  or  to  keep  that  which  is  gotten,  and  to  pro- 
ceed in  fuch  fort,that  he  may  in-rich,  and  not  impouerifli 
his  countrey.  Therfore  both  for  conquering,  and  for  the 
maintenance  and  preferuation  of  that  which  is  his  owne 
already,he  muft  neceftarily  beware  of  vnprofitable  expen  - 
ces,and  do  all  things  for  common  commoditie  . So  that 
whofo-euer  would  throughly  put  in  pradife  thefe  two 
pointSjhe  had  need  to  follow  that  cuftome,  which  the  an- 
blfpceffify  cieut  Romanes  vfed,  namely,  at  the  beginning  to  make 
them  fhort  and  terrible, as  we  vfe  to  fay.  For  entring  into 
the  field  with  great  power  and  ftrength , they  difpatched 
their  warre  fpeedily  within  few  dayes  : infoniuch  that  all 
their  iourneis  made  againft  theLatines,Samnites,  & Tuf- 
cans  were  ended, fome  in  fix, others  in  ten, and  the  longcft 
in  twentie  dayes.  And  although  afterward  they  were  con- 
ftrained  to  keep  the  fields  a longer  time,  by  reafon  of  the 

diftance 


dcd. 
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diftance  of  places  and  countreys,  yet  they  did  not  there- 
fore giue  ouer  the  following  of  their  firft  piirpofe,  but  en- 
ded as  foone  as  they  could,  their  enterprifes  of  warrc  by 
quick  battels,according  as  place  and  timefuffred.True  it 
is,that  a prudent  captaine  muft  be  skilfull  to  take  theeni- 
niie  at  aduantage : butif  it  be  fo  that  he  cannot, the  better  Agood  captaia 
and  more  vertuous  man  bethinks  himfelfe  and  thofe  that  ““/venturous' 
follow  him  to  be,  fo  much  the  morepaines  is  required  of 
him  for  his  owne  and  their  preferuation , as  men  vfero 
keep  fafely  thofe  things  which  they  account  deereit,  and 
to  lay  them  vp  in  a fure  place.  The  dignitie  of  a Head  of 
an  armie,is  in  truth  greatly  to  be  accounted  of,  efpecially 
when  it  is  ioyned  with  prowefle^nd  experience,  thechief 
point  whereofis  to  faue  him  that  muft  faue  all  the  reft. 

Therefore  Ttmotheus  an  Athenian  captaine,  (and  Chares  , „ 
alfo  an  other  captaine)  Ihewedoneday  openly  vnto  the  no?rT(hiy  h™““ 
Athenians,  the  skarres  of  many  woundes  which  he  had 
receiued  in  his  body,  and  his  fliield  alfo  that  was  fpoyled 
and  thruft  through  with  many  pufties  of  a pike : but  now 
(quoth  he^  I am  of  another  minde.  For  when  I befieged 
the  citie  of  Samos  I was  very  much  alliamed  that  an  ar- 
roweihotte  from  the  walks  fell  harde  by  me,  being  then 
too  venturous  a yong  man,  and  hazarding  my  felfe  more 
rafhly  than  became  the  Head  of  fo  great  an  armie  . And 
yet  when  it  greatly  profiteth  the  whole  enterprife,  and  is  vvhenhe  oirgUt 
a matter  of  no  fmall  importance,  that  the  Generallof  the 
armie  fliould  put  his  life  in  daunger,  then  he  muft  yeeld, 
andimploy  his  perfon,  not  fparing  himfelfe,  or  giuing 
place  to  their  wordes  who  fay,  that  a good  and  wife  cap- 
taine ought  to  die  ofage.or  k leaft  to  be  olde.  But  where 
fmall  benefit arifethifheprofper well,  and  contrarywile, 
an  vniuerfall  Ioffe  and  generall  hurt  to  all,if  any  thing  but 
well  betide  him,  no  wife  man  will  require  it,  or  be  of  the 
opinion,  that  he  (liould  venture  himfelfe  as  a common 

fouldioar  doth, whereby  he  being  the  Generall  fliould  be 

in  daunger  ofdeftrudiion.  And  yet  in  the  meane  while  he 
niuftnotbeleffecarefull  ouer  the  fafetie  of  thofe  valiaimt 
•men  that  follow  him,  or  thruft  them  into  danger  but  very 
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of  a thoulaiid 
€oimies. 


Scipio  would 


Narfcs  always 
wept  the  ni^t 


Anconinuspre-  v^arily/emembring  thefaying  of  that  good  emperor  Ah- 
ferred  the  life  of  toKiHHS,  that  he  had  rather  fane  one  citix^eny  tha  ptst  a thoufind  e- 
fo^rthTde^'ach'  Htmies  to  death.  The  anfwer  o^Scipo  was  very  like  it, whe  he 
wasearneftiyrequefted  by  the  fouldiours  at  the  fiegeof 
Numantia togineanaffault.  I hadrather {<\\xox.\\\\t)  haue 
the  life  of  one  '’^maneythan  the  death  of  all  the  Nafnantines.  He 
haue  alhva  cs  fay, that  all  things  ought  to  be  affaied  in  warre 

«?ed  beforrthc  bcfote  the  fword  be  taken  in  hand.  Andindeed  there  is 
iwbrdwere  vfed  j^q  greater  vidory  than  that  which  is  gotten  without ihe- 
^ ' ’ ding  ofbloud.  Sylla,  Tiberinty  CahguU^ind  Nero  had  no 

skill,buttocommaundandtokill : but  that  good  tAn- 
guUiiiy  Tit  its  and  Traian,  w'erc  always  ready  to  IblJicite,  to 

When  Au<nift-is  agree  by  alfo  faid^that 

wouidhauebat-  although  a ptince  were  mightie,  yet  if  hee  were  wife,  hee 
tcUgiuen.  u'ouM  neucrgiuc  battell  vnlefle  there  were  more  appa- 
rant  profite  in  the  vidorie,  than  lolle  if  the  enimie  Ibould 
ouercome.  And  in  deedehe  ncuergaue  battell  butvpon 
necelTtie.  Wereadeof  that  great  captaine  Narfes,  who 
fubdued  the  Gothes,  vanquifhed  the  Badrians,and  ouer- 
came  the  Germaines,  that  he  neuer  gaue  hisenimies  bat- 
tell,buthewept  in  the  Temple  the  night  before.  Theodo- 
fitu  the  Emperor  fuffred  not  his  men  to  affaultany  towne, 
nor  to  lay  fiege  vnto  it  before  tenne  dayes  were  pad,  cau- 
fingthis  prodaraation  to  be  made  vnto  them  , that  hee 
graunted  thefe  tenne  daies  to  the  ende  they  might  accept 
and  tafte  of  his  clemencie  before  they  had  experience  of 
his  power.  It  is  a common  faying,  that  it  is  not  enough 
for  a Captaine  to  know  how-  to  leade  his  men  well  to  the 
fight,  vnlefTe  he  forefee  alfo  the  meanes  to  retire  and  to 
fane  them  in  tyme  of  neede  . And  it  is  no  leife  fault  in  a 
Captaine  to  fall  into  an  inconuenience  vnlooked  for, 
than  through  too  much  mifiruftto  let  flippe  an  occafion 
of  doyng  fome  great  exploite  when  it  is  offred.  For  want 
of  experience  breedeth  raihnelfe  in  the  one,  and  taketh  a~ 
w’ay  boldnelfe  from  the  other..  Neither  muft  a good  cap- 
AgoodGcnerai  tainc onely  vfe  prefcnt  occafion  well , but  hee  mufi  alfo 
Sarc'^heTorft.  wifely  of  that  which  is  tocome,.  difirufting  alwayes 

tiiedoubtfulliifueofall  eiiterprifes  of  warre  , For  this 

caufe 


before  he  gaue 
baccell. 


Two  faults  to 
be  efehewedof 
cuery  captain. 
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caufe  the  ancient  Generals  of  armies,  bothGreekes  and 
Latines  neuer  marched  but  in  armour,  nor  incamped,  al- 
though they  were  farre  from  their  enimies,  but  they  clo- 
fed  their  campe  round  about  with  a trench  . And  when 
.Leonidas  was dcmanded’the  reafon  hereof,  he  aunfwercd, 
hicaufe  as  the  fea  hath  his  JandeSj^ftlfes^and  rocks  Jo  hath  war  his,  Hadnotthomh 
among  which  none  is  more perillofss  and hartfal  than  this  of,  1 had  it,  a dang  erous 
Hot  thought  //.Among  other  things  neceffary  in  a captaine^  ^ 

the  knowledge  of  nature,  and  of  the  fituation  of  places  is 
very  reqaifite:  which  is  to  know  how  the  mountaines  are 
lift  vp,how  the  valleis  hang,  how  the  Champian  fields  are  Agood  captain 
couched  togither,  and  to  know  the  nature  and  coiirfe  of 
riuers,&  the  bredch  of  marifl^s.  This  is  profitable  in  two  fituation oVpb  .. 
refpeds.  Firftamanlearneththereby  toknow  his  e)wne 
countrey, & fo  to  be  more  skilful  to  defend  it . Secondly, 
hauing  by  that  means  had  good  pradife  of  the  feat  of  that 
countrey, he  may  eafily  conceiue  the  fituation  of  another 
place, of  which  fometime  he  muft  neceflarily  confider.  So 
that  if  a General  be  wanting  herein, he  is  deftitute  of  the 
chiefvertue  which  a good  captain  ought  to  haue.  Fork  is 
that  which  teacheth  him  to  find  out  the  enimy, to  encamp  The  benefit  of 
himfelf,to  guide  an  hoft,to  fet  his  men  in  aray  for  the  bat-  * 

tell,  and  to  take  the  aduauntage  at  the  fiege  of  a towne. 

Among  other  great  praifes  that  authors  giue  to  Philofjz-  Phiiop$memis 
menus  prince  of  the  Acheans,  they  forget  not  this,  that  in 
time  of  peace  he  ftudied  diligetly  how  he  might  war  more  cipiineofwar. 
skilfully.And  when  he  wasin  the  fields  with  his  friends, he 
would  fiand  ftil  many  times  and  conferre  with  them,vfing 
fuch  li  ke  fpeeches : If  the  enimie  were  in  this  mount  aine  and  we 
here  with  our  campe, who /hou/d  haue  the  aduantage,^how  might 
we  feeke  him  out,  marching  on  in  battell  ? If  we  would  retire,  how 
foould  we  do?  If  they  retiredjhow  fhould  wefo/ow  h u s i n t h e 

way  he  fet  before  them  all  the  chances  that  might  happen 
to  a campe:then  he  would  heare  their  opinions,and  after 
fet  down  his  own,  confirming  it  with  reafons.  This  he  did 
fo  well, that  by  reafon  of thefe  continual  difputations  and 
cogitations,no  hinderance  could  befall  him  when  he  gui- 
ded an  army, which  he  could  not  xcdr e(^c.Xen6pho  ikeweth 
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in  Q'r/// his  life,  that  being  ready  to  fet  forward  in  that 
voyage  which  he  vndertooke  againft  the  king  of  Armenia 
^m-  ^ he  faid  familiarly  to  his  men,that  this  iourny  was  but  one 
towarie\l°hifn.  of  thofe  huntings  which  they  had  fo  often  pradifed  with 
him. He  willed  thofe  whom  he  fent  to  lye  in  ambuih  vpon 
themountaines,  toremember  when  and  how  they  went 
to  pitch  their  nets  vpon  the  Imall  hils  : and  to  thofe  that 
’ went  to  begin  the  skirmiih,  he  fayd,  that  they  refemblcd 

fuch  as  went  to  rouze  a beaft  out  of  his  denne,  to  driue 
him  to  their  nets.  This  noble  Prince  (hewed  well  that  his 
Huntingisara  cxcrcifc  of  hunting  was  not vnprofitable  vnto  him  (as  in 
itmge  otwarre.  ^ truc  patcmc  of  watre)  but  that  it  did  helps 

him  greatly  to  iudge  of  the  nature  and  feate  of  thofe  pla- 
ces which  he  frequented  in  his  countreys.  And  bicaiife  all 
landes  are  like  in  fome  things,  the  perfed  knowledge  of 
one  coun  trey  (which  often  vfe  of  hunting  bringeth)  may 
T.Deaw.  helpeoneto  iudge  well  of  an  other  . Decitis  Tri- 

bune of  the  fouldiourcs  in  the  armie  which  Corneltm  the 
Confull  led  againft  the  Samnites,  beholding  the  Romans 
hoft  brought  into  a valley  where  they  might  eafily  be  en- 
clofed  of  the  enimies,  went  to  the  Confull  and  fayd,Doe 
you  marke,  O Corneltpuy  the  toppe  of  this  mountaine  a- 
boue  our  cnimie } It  is  the  fortrefte  of  our  hope  and  fafe- 
tie  if  wemake  haftetotakeit,  feeyng  the  blind  Samnites 
haueforfakenit.  We  fee  then  how  profitable,  yea  how: 
necelTarie  it  is  for  a captaine  to  know  the  bey  ng  and  na- 
ture of  countreys, which  helpeth  a ma  much  in  that  prin- 
cipal! point  touched  before  by  me, namely,  to  compel  his 
enimies  to  fight  when  he  perceiueth  that  he  is  the  ftron- 
ger,and  hath  the  aduantage  of  them  : & if  he  be  the  wea- 
ker,to  keep  himfclf  from  fuch  places  where  he  may  be  c6- 
c.Mariusncucr  pcllcd  thctunto.  This  is  that  wherby  Ci/w  w'ho 

m1«occafion  timcs  Coufull,  got  the  renowme  to  be  one  of  the 

wforcehimto  gtcateft  captains-iti  his  time.For  although  he  were  Gene- 
rail  of  many  armies,  and  fought  three  great  battels^  yet 
was  he  fo  w^arie  in  all  his  enterprifes,  that  hee  neuer  gaue 
his  enimies  occafion  to  fet  vpon  him,  and  to  force  him  to 
fight.  And  that  was  a notable  aunfwcre  which  he  made 

to 
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to  the  Generali  of  his  enimies,  who  willed  him  to  come 

out  of  his  campe  to  battell,if  he  were  fuch  a great  captain 

asmen  reported  him  to  be. Not fo  (quoth  he)  butifthou 

art  the  great  captainecompell  me  to  it  whether  I will  or 

no.  This  is  one  thing alfo  wherein  the  Head  of  an  armie  Thecaptainsof 

muft  be  very  vigilant,  that  all  fccrecies  be  clofely  kept  a-  bcvc'^CcZl 

mong  the  captaines  of  his  ho'ft.  For  great  affaires  neuer 

haue  good  fuccefle  when  they  arc  difeouered  before  they 

take  effed  . To  this  purpofe  Suetomw  faith,  that  no  man 

euer  heard /W/w  fay,  ToTnoyrovpwe'willdo  that,  and  to  t.Carrarveryfc- 

daphis  thing:  but^wevpilldoe  this  nowe,  andas  for  to  morrow  we 

will confider  what  u then  to  be  done . And  Tlutarke  faith  in  Iiis 

treatifeof Policie,  t\\2Lt  Lucitts  tjlpfetellus  beyng  demaun-  L.Mecciius. 

ded  by  a Captaine  of  his  when  hce  would  giue  battell, 

fayde,  If  I were  fare  that  myfhirte  k^ew  the  leaH  thought  in  my 

hart,  I wopilde  prefent/y  burne  it , and  neuer  we  are  any  other. 

Therefore  affaires  of  warre  may  be  handled  and  debated  Affaires  ofwar 
bfby  many , but  the  rcfolutioii  of them  muft  be  donefe-  Tabyrnatr 
cretly,and  knowen  of  few  men  : otherwife  they  would  be  but  concluded 
fooner  difdofed  and  publifhed , than  concluded  . Not- 
withftanding  it  is  very  neceifarie,  that  the  General  Ihould 
oftentymes  call  a councell,  fo  that  it  be  of  expert  and  an- 
cient men,  andoffuchasareprudentand  voydeof  rafli- 
neffe.  Butin  all  cafes  ofneceffi tie  a man  muft  not  ftand  ISwarrcri- 
longinfeeking  forreafon,  but  fuddenly  fetvpon  them,  quirefhortde. 
For  many  tymes  fundry  captaines  haue  vndone  them- 
felues  in  warres  vpon  no  other  occafion,  but  bicaufe  they 
lingred  in  taking  counfei,  when  they  fhould  without  Ioffe 
oftyme  haue  wrought  fomc  notable  enterprife,  Moreo- 
uer,fortheinftrudionandpatterneofthe  dutieand  of- 
fice ofa  good  Head  and  captaine  of  an  armie,  we  can  al- 
leage  none^more  woorthy  to  be  imitated  than  Cato  of  V-  p^fremcTor aU  ' 
tica,a  Conful  of  Rome,  w'ho  had  the  guiding  of  a legion  captainstoio. 
when  he  firfi  tooke  charge  vpon  him.  For  from  that  tyme 
forward  he  thought,that  it  was  not  roial  or  magnificall  to 
be  vertuous  alone, being  but  one  body:  & therfore  he  ftu- 
died  to  make  all  that  were  vnder  his  charge  like  himfelfe. 

Which  that  he  might  bring  to  pafle,hetook  notfrothem 
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thefcare  of  his  authorities  biit  added  reafon  thereunto," 
(hewing  and  teaching  them  their  dutie  in  euery  point,and 
always  ioyning  to  his  exhortations  reward/or  thofe  that 
did  well,  and  puniQimentforfiichasdideuill.  So  that  it 
was  Hard  to  fay,  whether  he  had  made  them  more  apt  for 
peace  or  for  warre,more  valiant  or  more  iuftsbicaufe  they 
were  fo  ftout  and  eger  again  H their  enimicSsand  fo  gentle 
and  gracious  to  their  friends, fo  feareful  to  do  euil,and  fo 
ready  to  obtaine  honor.  The  vertueof Pompey  is  alfo  wor- 
thy to  be  followed  of  euery  great  captain,  for  the  tempe- 
rance that  was  in  him, for  his  skil  in  armes,  eloquence  in 
fpeechjfidelitiein  word,  asalfo  bicaufehe  was  to  befpo- 
ken  with,  and  fo  louingly  entertained  euery  one.  And  if 
How  Cato  diui.  with  thcfc  things  the  example  of  the  fame  Cato  be  follow- 
^icdchcfpoiics.  prudent  liberalitie, and  diuifion  of  the  fpoils  and 

riches  of  the  enimics,that  captaine  that  fo  behaueth  him- 
felf  flial  deferue  eternal  praire,and  pleafe  all  thofe  that  fol- 
low him.  For  when  this  vert  nous  captaine  had  taken  ma- 
ny townes  in  Spaine,  he  ncuer  referued  more  for  himfelfc 
than  what  he  did  cate  and  drinke  there.  He  deliucred  to 
euery  one  of  his  fouldiors  a pound  waight  of  bluer, faying 
that  it  was  better  that  many  fliould  returne  to  their  hou- 
fes  from  the  warre  with  filuer,than  a few  with  gold : and 
as  for  the  captains  he  fayd,  that  during  their  charges  and 
gouernements  they  fhould  not  grow  and  increafe  in  any 
thing  but  in  honor  and  glory.  For  the  conclufion  there- 
fore of  our  fpcech,we  note,that  a Generali  of  an  army  dc- 
Hrousto  bee  obeyed  (which  is  necelfarie)  muft  behaue 
himfelfefo,  that  his  fouldiors  may  thinkc  him  woorthy  to 
prouide  and  care  for  their  neceffary  affaires.  Which  thing 
will  come  to  paffe,  when  they  fee  that  he  is  courageous  & 
carefull,  that  he  keepeth  his  place  and  the  maieftie  of  his 
degree  well,  that  he  puniQieth  offenders,  andlaboureth 
not  his  men  in  vaine,  but  is  liberal!,  and  performeth  his 
promifes  made  vnto  them . 
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Of the  choice  of  S ouldiors,  of  the  matter  how  to 
hort  them  t o fight y attdhow  vi^otj  is  to  be 
vfed»  Chap.  70. 


AGamemttotj  gcnQT2M  Captaineof  the  Gre- 
cians before  Troy,  fpeaking  of  Achilles, 

• 


Ach  I- 
T o 

^and  being  grieued  bicaufe  he  refufcd  to 
fuccour  them,hauing  been  oflfended  by  him,  fayd.  That  a 
man  beloued  ofGodyis  in  the  place  of  many  men  in  a campe^and  far 
better  than avohole  company  that  PS  vnr my,  and  cannot  be gotter^  place  ofmanv* 
ne  dbm  with  great  paine  and  care.  Thisreafon  was  the  caufe 
that  good  men  heretofore  were  greatly  honored  in  war, 
and  much  fought  after  by  great  captaines , bicaufe  they 
were  very  religious, and  vndertooke  nothing  before  they 
had  prayed  to  their  gods,  and  offered  facrificcs  after  the 
inanerof  their  countrey  . Alfo  after  they  had  done  fome  souiaiorsougk 
great  cxploite, they  were  not  flouthful  to  giue  the  thanks,  to  begin  th«r 
by  offrings  and  hymnes  fong  to  their  praife.  But  all  thefe  wH 

good  confiderations  haue  no  more  place  amongft  vs,  praifc&thankf- 
than  the  reft  of  their  warlike  difcipline,principally  in  that 
no  regard  is  had  what  maner  of  men  are  to  be  vfed  in  fer- 
uicejbutonely  how  a great  number  may  be  had.  And  ma- 
ny times  he  that  is  knowen  to  be  a bold  murderer, and  gi- 
nen  ouer  to  all  wickednefTe,  fhall  be  preferred  to  an  office 
before  an  honeft  man  : and  which  is  more,  we  defpife  our 
ownecountrey-men,  whome  the  welfare  ofour  countrey 
concerneth  as  well  as  our-felues,and  rather  truft  ftrangers 
and  hirelings,  who  feeke  nothing  butdeftrudion,  fo  that 
we  our  felues  alfo  bewaile , but  too  late,  the  mifehiefes 
that  haue  light  vpon  vs.  For  this  caufe  I propound  vnto 
you  (my  companions)to  difeourfe  vpon,the  eledion  and 
choife  w'hich  is.  to  be  confidered  of,  in  taking  fuch  men  of  . 
war  to  whom  a man  may  fafely  commit  himfelf : & if  you  ; • 

thinke  good, yon  raay  fpeak  fomwhat  alfo  ofthe maner  of 
exhortatio  to  fight  vfed  by  the  ancients,bicaufe  I touched 
it  by  the  way  in  my  former  difeourfe  : & laftly  how  vido- 
ry  ought  to  bee  vfed,  which  commonly  follpwxth  good 
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why  a man 
mull  vfc  his 
own  lubie^es 
inwarrc. 


Three  caufes 
from  whence 
proceeded  the 
mine  of  the  Ro- 
mane  empire. 


Ilie  diuifion  of 
the  empire 
weakened  the 
fame. 


Ofthe  choice  | 

order  and  difcipline  of  war,  wherof  we  haue  hitherto  dif-  | 

courfed.  . B 

A s E R.  Forafmuch  as  the  chiefe  force  of  an  armic . S 
confifteth  in  the  fincerc  and  conftant  good  will  of  the  1 
fouldiors  towards  him  for  whom  they  fight, it  is  not  to  be 
fought  for  elfe-where  than  in  his  owne  naturall  ftibieds,  ^ 
to  whome  profperitic  and  good  fucceife  is  common  with 
the  Prince. 

A M A N A.  Mjf-iends  (quoth  Cyrus  to  his  xmen  of  war) 

I haue  chofenyou,  not  bicaufe  1 haue  hadproofe  heretofore  of  your 
manhood^hut  hicaufefom  mjyongyeeres  I haue  knorvnyoH  ready 
to  doc  thofe  things y vthich  we  in  thts  countrey  account  honei},and  to 
efchevp  alldifhoneHie.  This  cannot  be  truely  faid  of  ftrangers 
neuer  feen  before,  who  come  out  of  their  countrey  to  in- 
rich  themfelues  with  the  ouerthrow  of  their  neighbours . 

But itbelongeth  to  thee  Aram  to  handle  this  matter 
here  propounded  vnto  vs. 

Aram.  Ifweconfider  diligently  of  the  caufes,  from 
whence  came  the  mine  ofthe  Romane  Empire,  we  fliall 
find, that  thofe  meanes  which  the  wifeft  Emperors  inuen-  i 

ted  for  the  fafetic  and  preferuation  thereof,  turned  in  the 
end  to  the  deftrudion  dfit.  Firft  the  ordinary  armies  pla- 
ced by  Augu^us  neere  to  Rome,&  in  the  borders  of  his  e^ 
uatc,ouerthrew  many  of  his  fucce{fors,&  euen  the  empire 
it  felf, which  they  would  fomtimesfettofale,  &deliuer  vp 
tohimthatgauemoftforit.  Next,  thetranflation  ofthe 
empire,  which  ConHantine  the  great  made  from  Rome  to 
Bizantiu,afterward  called  by  his  name  ConHantinoyleft\e:x- 
by  to  make  it  more  fure  againft  the  Perfians  & other  peo- 
ple of  Afia,  greatly  haftned  forward  the  ouerthrow  of  the 
fame.  For  when  he  caried  thither  the  chief  ftrength  and 
wealth  of  Rome,  &diuided  the  empire  into  theEaftand 
Wefi,heweakneditvery^miich,  To  that  the  Weft  was  firft 
deftroycd,and  then  the  Eaft’:  which  if  they  had  con  tinned 
vnited  and  knit  togither,  might  for  a long  rime,  and  in  a i 
manerforeiier,  haue refifted all inuafions.  Thirdly,when  ] 

the  Emperours  thought  to  ftrengthen  themfelues  with 
ftrancc,hired,ac  forrain  power, called  to  theirfuccour,  as 
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fiamdy  the  Gothes  thereby  weakening  their  owne  for- 
ces and  natural!  ftrength  of  the  Empire,  they  put  ere  they 
I were  aware,Rome  and  Italy,  and  confequentiy  the  other 
I Prouincesinto  the  hands  of  the  Barbarians.  Yea  we  find, 
that  the  grcatcft  calamities  that  eiier  happened  to  Com- 
mon-wealths diuided , was  when  the  Citizens  were  feue-  Dangerous  to 
red  among  themfelues,  and  called  in  ftrangersto  helpe  pn^ctocaii 
them,  who vfing often  togoe  thatway , atthelaft made 
themfelues  maifters  ouer  them.  The  Germanes  called  by  ^ 
the^<r^^/4;?/totheirfuccouragainftthofeof  Autun,com- 
pelled  them  todeliuerhalfe  their  land  vnto  them  : and  at 
length  they  drooue  away  all  the  naturall  people  of  the 
councrie  , and  became  Lordes  of  the  greatefl:  part  of  the 
Gaules  territorie.But  not  to  gofo  farre  oir,itis  high  time 
for  vs  to  grow  wife  by  our  owne  perill.The  fadions  of  the 
houfes  of  Orleans  and  of  Burgundy, cal  led  in  the  Englifli- 
men  into  France , who  by  this  meane  fette  fuch  footing 
therein, that  they  pblTefTed  a great  part  therofa  long  time 
after . What  lacked  in  our  time  why  the  Frenchmen  blin- 
ded & caried  away  with  partialities  (^and  God  grant  they 
may  throughly  knowe  itj  did  not  bring  their  countrie  to 
that  extremitie  of miferfes , as  to  fabmit  it  to  the  feriiicc 
and-flauerieof  a ftrangeyoke,  vnderthe  colour  of  beg- 
ging helpe  at  their  handes  ? What  letted  why  there  was 
not  plaied  among  vs,of  vs,  and  by  vs,  the  crucileft  & moft 
1 forrowfull  tragedie  that  eiier  was,when  men  came  hither 
I from  all  quarters  to  behold  the  fight  ? Would  not  a man 
haue  thought,  that  both  ^great  and  fmall  had  wittingly 
i purpofed  to  ouer^ throw  the  goodlieft  & mbft  noble  king- 
! dome  ofthe  world, and  themfelues  withall,  and  fo  in  the 
I end  haue  (hamefully  loft  the  glorie  andf enownc;which 
their  Anceftorshad  Woorthily  gotten  for  them  ? Now,  if 
any  good  hap  hath  tiirned  thistfempeft'  from  vs  againft 
our  wils , at  the-leatf  let  vs.ball  to  rnitid  the  danger  where- 
into  we  had  willihgiybdft  our  feluesi^andlet  vs  not  forget 
the  admonkion  that  was  giircn  vs  by  thofe  barbarous  fel- 
loWes,whofe'CaptainesandCounfe51orsasked  vs  why  wc 
calledcham  iri^whena  litfle  before  ch^ir  departure  out  of 
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forrainefouldi- 
ours  propound 
tothemfclBCs. 


Reafonswhy 
^o^ra^^c  force  is 
ivoorth  nothing. 


Thccaufcofthc 
iahdehru^ion 
«f  Italy. 
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this  kingdomc,they  were  complained  vnto  for  the  extor- 
fions  and  cruelties  which  their  men  pradifed.  thinks 

y ou  (faid  they^  is  the  intent  and  furfofe  of  our  wen  in  foUotving 
Z'S , hftt  1 0 enrich  themfelnes  with  your  ouer  throw  ? u4gree  among 
your  f clues,  and  neuer  call  vs  more , except  ye  minde  totaFie  of 
that  which  jhallbe  woorfe . B u t let  vs  enter  into  the  particu- 
lar confideration  of  the  perill  and  hurt  that  comraeth  by 
forraine  and  mercenariefouldiours,  that  we  may  knowe 
whome  wee  ought  rather  to  vfe  , The  armes  where-with 
a Prince  defendeth  his  Countrie , are  either  his  owne , or 
hired  of  Grangers,  or  fent  to  his  fuccour  by  fomc  Prince 
his  friend , or  elfe  mingled  of  both  togither , They  that 
maintaine,that  it  is  neceflarie  for  the  profperitie  and  pre- 
feruationof  eueriehappie  Common-wealth,  not  tovlc 
forraine  helpe , fay,  that  hired  force  and  fuccour  of  ftran- 
gers  is  w.oorth  np thing , but  rather  dangerous , and  that 
if  a Prince  thinke  to  ground  the  afluranceof  his  Eftate 
vpon  forraine  force , he  cannot  fafely  dock . For  they  a- 
gree  not  eafily  togither , they  doc  all  for  prohte,and  will 
be  neither. well  ordered  nor  obedient  . On  the  other 
fide , they  are  not  ouer-faithfull , they  are  all  in  their  bra- 
ucrie  amonge  friendcs,  but  hartlclTe  amonge  enimies. 
Th^  neither  feare  God  , nor  are  faithfull  tomen  . The 
realon  heereot  is  this , bicaufe  no  loue , nor  anye  other 
occafion  holdeth  them  but  paic  ,and  hope  of  fpoyle . 
Which  is  no  fufficient  caufe  tp  mooue  them  to  die  wil- 
linglyin  his fcruice, whpfe  fubiedes  they  are  not,  and 
whole ruine  they  delire, rather  than  his  increafe  . The 
laft  defiru(^ion  of  I^aly  cameby  no  other  thing,  than 
bicaufeittrufted  alpnge  .time  to  forra ine  and  hy red  for- 
ces, which  brought  feme  thingesto  paflefor  fomemen, 
but  as  foone  as  anothci;  flranger  capie,  they  fliewed  what 
they  were . Heereuppon  it  came,  that  Kihge  Charles  the 
eight  eafily  ouer-ranpe  ajl  Italy  with  chalke  , as  we  vfe  to 
fpeake,that  is  to  faye,  that  without  refinance  he  feat 
before  to  take  vp  Id  a. lodging,  bicaufe  they  thatlhouldc 
haue  withftoode  hiin.,^  and  were  called  in  to  keepc  the 
Countrie , did  of  their  owne  accord  takehis  parte . But 
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there  is  a further  matter.  Strange  hired  Captaines  either 
are  excellent  men , or  haue  nothing  in  them . If  they  be  Thcdifcommo- 
valiant , the  Prince  is  not  to  truft  them.  For  out  of  doubt 
they  will  feeke  to  make  themfelues  great , cither  by  his  o-  wineT 
uerthrowe  that  is  their  Maifter^orby  deftroying  others 
I againft  his  will . And  if  the  Captaines  haue  no  valurein 
them , he  cannot  hope  for  any  thing  but  for  the  caufeof 
his  owne  perdition  • Succour  is  mofte  hurtfull  to  an  E- 
ftate , when  fomc  Potentate  is  called  in  with  his  forces 
for  aide  and  defence.  Thole  fouldiours  may  well  be  good 
and  profitable  for  themfelues,  but  are  alwaies  hurtfull 
to  fuch  as  call  them  in  . For  if  a man  loofe  the  fielde , he 
is  OLier-throwne  : if  he  winne  it,  he  is  their  prifoner .Such 
fuccour  is  a great  deale  more  to  b^c  feared,  than  hi- 
red ftrength, which  obeieth  the  Prince  that  calleth  them, 
and  requireth  their  helpe  . But  when  a man  receiueth 
in  an  armie  vnited  , and  accuUomed  to  obeye  the  Cap- 
tained that  condudeth  and  bringeth  them  in,  bis  de- Dangerous  for  a 
ftrudion  is  alreadie  prepared,  and  cannot  be  auoided,  fpo^nutelo^ 
who  openeth  the  doore  of  his  owne  houfe  to  let  in  an  fncwurSm.'^ 
enimic  flronger  than  himfelfe . Therefore  it  w ere  expe- 
dient for  euerye  Prince  to  trye  all  waies  before  he  haue 
recourfe  to  fuch  men  for  helpe  and  fuccour  . Andwho- 
foeuer  lliall  reade  and  confidcr  well  the  times  that  are 
paft,  andruniie  oucrthe  prefentftatc  ofthings,hefhall 
fee,  that  w^hereas  one  profpered  well,  an  infinite  num- 
ber were  deceiued  andabufed  . For  a Common-wealth, 
or  an  ambitious  Prince,  coivlde  not  wfiOito  hauea bet- 
ter occafion  wdiereby  to  get  the  pofTelTion  of  a Citie, 

Seignorie,  or  Prouince,  than  when  hee  is  required  to 
fend  his  armie  to  defendeit . But  what  ? Theambicion, 
defire  of  reuenge,  or  fome  other  affedion  of  men  is  fo 
great, that  to  accomplilli  once  their  prefent  w'iM, they  for- 
get all  dutie , and  call  behind  them  the  care  of  all  danger 
and  inconuenience  whatfoeuer,  that  may  light  vpp'on 
them.  The  Herules,Gothes , and  Lumbards  by  ihefe  Examples  of  the 
meanes  became  Lordes  of  Italy  ; the  Frenchmen  of  ft^tsSymetnes 
the  Gaules  Countrye  the  Englilhmen  of  greatc  Bri-  offorrainciuc- 

tame. 
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tainCjthe  Scots  of  Scotland  after  they  had  driiien  out  the 
Britons  and  Pids,  who  called  them  inforfuccour . The 
Turks  made  themfelues  Lords  of  the  Eaft  Empire,  and  of 
the  kingdom  of  Hungary,beinglikewife  required  of  help 
by  the  Emperours  of  Conftantinop.Ie,  and  by  .the  States 
ofHungary.Not  long  fince  Cairadi»  a,  Pirate, being  called 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  Alger  to  driue  the  Spaniards  out  of 
the  fortrefre,afcer  he  had  vanquiflied  them , he  flew  Selim 
Prince  of  the  towne,and  made  himfelfe  king,  leaning  the 
Eftate  to  his  brother  adin  Barber ofa.  And  SaUdineZ 

Tartarian  Captaine, being  called  by  the  Calt^haandi  Inha- 
bitants of  Caire  to  driue  the  Chrillians  out  ofSoria,after 
the  vidorie  flew  the  Calipha , and  became  abfolute  Lorde 
thereof.The  forefight  which  the  Princes  of  Germany  had 
of  the  perill  and  hurt  that  all  ftrangers  bring  to  an  Eflate, 
Sdby  otfh'’  to  t>ind  the  Emperour  Charles  the  fift,by  the 

nottobringany  twelfth  articlc  of  ccnditions,vnto which  he fware  before 
o°rriXG«m>.  receiued  the  Imperiall  crown.that  he  aiould  not  btihg 
ay.  in  any  forrainefouldiors  into  Germany.And  yet  through 

the  great  number  of  Spaniards,  Italians,  and  Flemmings 
that  came  into  the  countrie,beeing  calledin  againftthe 
Proteflants, there  wanted  little  of  changing  the  Eftate  of 
Almaigneinto  an  hcreditarie  kingdom. Which  had  bene 
foone  dcone  if  king  Hefjry  the  fecond  had  not  ftaied  it  by 
his  French  power, for  which  caufe  he  was  called  by  books 
publifhed,and  arches  ereded  in  their  country,  ProteBor  of 
the  Empire,and  deliuerer  of  the  Primes , who  fince  haue  con- 
cluded amongethemfelues , that  they  will  neuerchufea 
dccrecs7or^'^'^  fottaine  Princc  . Charles  feuenth  king  of  France,ha- 
Freachfouidi-  uing  by  his  great  good  fuccefie  and  vertue,  deliuered 
o”.  France  of  Englifiimen  , and  knowing  well  that  it  was  ne- 

ceflarie  for  him  to  be  furniflied  with  his  owne  forces , in- 
flituted  the  decrees  of  horfemen , and  of  the  companies 
offootemen  , After  that,  king  Lerves  his  fonne  aboliflied 
his  footemen,and  began  to  leauy  Switzers : which  being 
whatinconuc-  ptadifcd  by  Other  kiiigs  his  fuccefibrs, many  men 

nicnces France  haue  noted , that  by  countenancing  the  Switzers  , they 
caufed  their  owne  forces  to  degenerate  andgrowe 
* out 
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out  ofvfe3difanuIled  thefootemen  , and  tied  their  horfe- 
men  to  other  footemen  : infomuch  that  fince  they  haue 
been  vfed  to  fight  in  company  of  the  S witzers^they  think 
that  they  cannot  obtaine  the  vidorie,  nor  yet  fight  with- 
out them.Therfore  the  prudence  of  king  Francisx\\Q  firft,  Francis  i.efla* 
muft  needes  be  honored  with  exceeding  great  praife,  in  kg^onsoffooc. 
that  he  eftablilhedfeuen  legions  of  footmen,  accounting 
6000.  men  toa  legion : fo  that  there  could  be  no  better 
deuicefor  the  maintenance  of  warrelike  difcipline,  nor 
more  necefiary  for  the  preferuation  of  this  kingdorne , if 
thofe  good  ordinances  that  were  made  to  this  end  be  wel 
marked. Neuertheles  they  were  abolifhed  in  his  raignc^e- 
ftablilhed  againe  by  He^ry  the  fecond  his  fuccefibr , and 
after  that  abrogated  . Iain  of  opinion,that  if  thefe  anci- 
ent inftitutions  both  of  horfemen  and  footemen  were  re- 
uined,they  would  be  a good  mean^whereby  we  might  al- 
waies  haue  men  of  warre  to  defend  this  kingdom, to  con- 
quer that  which  is  taken  from  it, and  to  helpe  our  friends: 
whereas  nowe  we  are  faine  to  vfe  the  feruice  of  vnskilfull 
men  that  are  made  CaptaineS'before  euer  they  were  foul- 
diors,or  elfe  of  necefiitie  compelled  to  begge  and  to  buy 
very  deare  the  fuccour  offorraine  nations . My  meaning 
is  nor,  that  a Prince  fiiould  neuer  vfe  the  helpe  of  others,, 
but  alwaies  take  his  own  forces  colleded  among  his  fub- 
ieas.Nay  J fay  to  the  contrary,  that  it  iriufi  needs  be  pro-  Ho.va  Prince' 
fitable  for  him  to  vfe  the  fuccorsofhis  Allies,  fo  that  they  may  vfe  the  fuc 
be  ioined  with  him  in  league  ofFenfiue  and  defenfiue.For 
by  this  meanes , he  doth  not  onely  maka  himfelfe  firon- 
ger,  but  withall  takerh  away  both  thataidefrom  his  eni- 
mie, which  he  might  otherwife  haue  drawne  from  thence, 
and  occafion  alfo  from.all  men  to  make  warre  with  the 
one, except  they  will  haue  the  other  alfo  their  enimie.But 
aboue  all  things,  let  no  Princetruft  fomuch  tothefuc- 
cours  of  his  Allies , except  himfelfe  with  his  fubieds  be  of 
greater  ftrength.And  if  Allies  are  to  be  feared  when  they 
areftronger  in  another  countrie,  what  affurance  may  a 
man  haue  of  forraine  fouldiors , that  are  at  no  league  ei- 
theroffenfiueordefenfiuewith  vs  ? Nowifvpon  the  due 

confide- 
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confideration  ofthefe  things , foiildiors  be  carefully  trai- 
ned vp  in  good  difcipline  of  warre , which  may  be  collec-  ! 
ted  out  of  many  inlHtutions  that  are  extant  > and  if  the 
guiding  of  them  be  giuen  to  good,  vertuous,  and  expert  ! 
Captaines,  leddeonely  with  a delire  todoe  their  dutie  to 
their  King  and  Countrie,  this  kingdome  will  be  feared  of  j 
, ftrangers , and  without  feare  it  feife  of  their  alTaults  and  j 

y enterprifes.  Efpecially  if  in  the  Prince  his  abfence,  thefo-  j 

ueraigne  authoritie  of  commanding  abfolutely  in  the  ar-  J 
mie,be  committed  into  the  hands  of  a Captainewoorthy  ] 
his  charge  , as  wehaue  difeourfed , who  is  able  to  win  the 
. harts-of  men, and  to  prouoke  them  to  their  dutie  by  liuely  - 
ihouid  cxhorc ' learned  reafons : as  namely,  7 hat  all  men  mufi  die , and 

bii  fouldiors.  therefore  that  it  were  too  great  folke  in  a man  to  ref  fife  to  die  for  ' 
ftibltke  profit , which  bringeth  vnto  vs  immortallglorie,  feeing  he 
mxft  once  ofnecejfitieyee/d  vp  his  life : that  a glorious  death  is  al  - : 

waies  to  be  preferred  before  a Pjamefull  life  flained  with  reproch:  i 
briefly  , if  he  can  ground  his  exhortations  vpon  the  occafion  of  ta- 
king  armesyof time, place  jefiate  and  condition  efthe  enimieSyand  of  • 
the g ood  that  will  come  to  t hem df  they  obtaine  the  viEiorie.  B ut  in 
all  thefe  things  the  iuftice  and  equitie  of  the  caufe  of  war, 
is  that  which  molt  of  all  maketh  good  men  courageous,  . 
who  otherwife  neuer  ought  to  fight. VYe  may  read  a milli- 
on of  goodly  Orations  made  in  time  of  warre,  & fet  forth  1 
in  one  volume , with  which  euery  wife  and  pnident  Cap- 
, taine  may  hclpe  himfelfe  according  as  occafion  is  oftred.  , 
Now,if  that  ancient  order  & difcipline,  of  which  we  hauc 
hitherto  difeourfed,  and  which  may  be  learned  more  at 
large  in  their  excellent  writings,  were  renued  & imitated 
by  our  armies,  as  the  late  vfe  and  pradife  of  Armes  exer- 
cifed  at  this  day,  is  apt  and  fit  for  the  fame , being  more  J 
terrible  than  that  of  the  Ancients,  who  had  no  gun-pow-  ^ 
der,  no  doubt  but  great  obedience  of  fouldiors  towards  \ 
their  Captaines  would  arife  of  it , whereas  now'  a daies  in  { 
fteede  of  commanding,  they  haiie  nothing  left  but  an  ^ 
humble  requefi  to  bevfed  tow^ards  their  fouldiours,  wdio  f 
neucrtheles  turneitintocontempt  and  want  of  courage.  1, 
.But  if  true  obedience  were  ioined  with  good  order,  the  ^ 

hope 
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hope  of  profperoiis  fuccefTe  in  our  cnterprifes  u^ould  be 
farre  greater  . Nowe, when  our  affaires  fucceede  happi- 
ly ^ fo  that  wee  haue  our  enimies  at  aduantage,or  haue 
gotten  fome  vidorie,  weemuft  beware  leaft  infoleacie 
blind  vs  in  fuch  fort , that  triifting  to  our  good  happe,  we 
goe  beyond  our  bounds,  and  loofe  the  occafion  of  a eer- 
taine  andfure  benefite,  through  hope  of  fome  greater 
good  as  yet  vncertaine.  Hamihal after  the  difcomfiture  of  Examples  of 
the  Romanes  at  Cannas,  fcntmento  Carthage  to  caric  i^thowtoTfc 
newes  of  his  vidorie , and  withall  to  demand  a newe  flip-  viaonrwifJht 
plie . Whereupon  the  Senate  was  long  in  deliberating  portumSeo^t 
what  was  to  be  doone . prudent  old  man  was  of 

opinion,  that  they  were  to  vfe  the  vidorie  wifely,  and  to 
makepeace  with  the  Romanes,  which  they  might  obtain 
of  them  with  honeft conditions,  and  not  to  exped  the 
hazard  of  another  battell . He  faid  that  the  Carthagini-  I 

ans  ought  to  beefatisiaed  with  this  declaration  alreadie 
made  to  the  Romanes , that  they  were  fuch  men  as  could 
Rand  againlt  them ; and  therfore  feeing  they  had  woonne 
one  vidorie  of  them , they  fliould  not  venture  the  Ioffe  of 
it,  in  hope  of  a greater  . This  prudent  counfell  was  not 
followed , although  afterwarde  the  Senate  did  acknow- 
ledge it  for  the  bcft , when  that  occafion  was  loft . Alex- 
ander the  Great  had  already  conquered  all  the  Eaft^  when 
the  Common-wealth  of  Tyrus , being  greatand  mightie, 
bicaufe  the  Citie  was  fituated  in  the  water,  ( as  Venice  is^ 
and  aftoniflied  at  the  greatnes  & fame  of  that  Monarches 
power,  fent  their  Embafladors  vnto  him  to  offer  what  o- 
bedience  & fubiedion  he  would  require,  vpon  condition 
that  neither  he  nor  his  men  would  enter  into  the  Citie. 

Alexander  difdaining  that  one  citie  would  fhut  their  gates 
againft  him,to  who  the  whole  world  was  open,  fent  them 
backeagain  without  accepting  their  offer,  & went  thither 
topitch  his  Campe  againft  it.  After  he  had  continued  the  TheTyWansbe- 
ftege4.  moneths,he  thought  with  himfelf,that  one  onely  fufdbyAic^' 
Towne  would  fliorten  his  glorie  more  than  all  his  other  amkr/ 
conquefts  had  done  beforerwherupon  he  purpofed  to  try 
an  agreement  by  oftering  that  vnto  them  which  tliefelues 

had 
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had  required  before. But  then  the  Tyrians  were  waxen  fo 
luftie  and  bold^  that  they  did  not  only  refufe  his  proffers,  ' 
but  alfo  executed  as  many  as  came  to  conclude  with 
them.  Whereupon  Alexander  being  raooued  with  indig- 
nation , caufed  an  affault  to  be  made  with  fuch  heate  and 
violence, that  he  tookeand  facked  the  towne,putfome  of 
the  Inhabitants  to  the  edge  of  the  fwoord,  and  made  the 
refidue  feruants  and  flaues.  Agreement  and  compofition 
is  alwaies  to  be  preferred  before  continuance  of  warre. 

' . ' And  howfoeuer  a man  may  feeme  to  be  affured  , and  as  it 

were  certaine  of  the  vidorie , yet  ought  he  to  doubt  the 
vncertaintie  of  humane  things  .That  courageous  and  va- 
liant TT^^w^^/jbeing called  out  of  Italy  by  his  Countric- 
men  to  fuccour  them  againft  the  Romaines , by  whome  - 
they  were  befieged , w'hen  his  armie  was  yet  whole , de- 
I maiided  peace  of  them  before  he  would  enter  into  battel, 

bicaufe  he  faw  that  if  ,he  loft  it , he  brought  his  Countrie 
into  bondage.  What  then  ought  another  to  do, that  hath 
leifc  vertueand  experience  than  he  } But  men  fall  into 
the  error  of  vnmeafurable  hopc,vpon  which  ftaying  them 
felues  without  further  confideration  , they  are  ouer- 
throwne. Sometimes  when  wecontemneourenimfetoo 
ight"witlTef-^  much, and  bring  him  into  a defperat  eftate,  we  make  him 
perate  men.  more  vcnturous  to  vndertake,and  violent  to  execute  any 
dangerous  matter . Defpaire  (faid  TtSero)  is  the  1 aft  but 
the  ftrongeft  afrault,and  a moft  inuincible  tower. For  this 
caufc  the  ancient  Romane  Captaines  were  very  diligent 
^nd  careful!  to  lay  all  kind  of  neceftitie  to  fight  vpon  their 
men , and  to  take  it  from  their  enimies  by  opening  vnto 
them  paffages  to  efcape, which  they  might  haue  ftuit  vp  a- 
lohnkingof  gaipift  t!iem.K./p^;/,bicaufe  he  would  not  make  peace  with 
the  Hnyikmen.  the  Englilhhoft, which  defired  to  efcape  onclywith  life, 
was  taken  and  caried  prifoner  into  England ; and  his  ar- 
mie confifting  of  fortie  orfiftie  thoufandmen,  wasdif- 
comfited  by  tenthoufand  Englilbmen,  fomefay  more, 
Gaflonde  foix,  fomeleffe  . Gaflonde  hauing  woonne  thebattellat 
Rauenna  , and  following  after  a fquadron  of  Spaniards 
that  fled, loft  his  life,  and  made  all  that  apraie  vnto  thee- 

nimie, 


-ofSouldiors. 


191 


nimie,  which  he  had  conquered  before  in  Italy . Ancient 
hifloriesare  fulloffuchexamples.and  namely  ofiiiiallar-  smaii  armies 
mies  that  quercame  thofe  that  were  great  and  mightie. 

Dartiu  againft  ^Alexander,  Tompey  againft  C<tfnr , 

agairifl:  Scipio,  CMxrcm  <tAntomus  againft  tjAugnUiu , <JMi- 

thridates  againft  had  greater  forces  without  compa- 

rifon  than  their  enimies.Therefore  good  Traian  faid.that 

to  accept  ofrvarre , to  gather  a great  number  of  men,  to  pm  them 

in  order , togiue  hattell , appertaineth  to  men , hut  togine  vtEiorie  com- 

was  the  works  of God  otiely : ft  that  great  armies  preuaile  but  title  G^J! 

againfithemathof  the  . If  then  we  wouldknowea 

good  way  how  we  (hall  neuer  be  vanquiflied,we  muft  not 

truft  to  our  armour  or  force  ^ but  alwaies  call  vpon  God 

to  direftoiir  counlels  for  the  belt . By  this  alfo  we  ftiall  be  vaUantmen  are 

perl  waded  to  vfe  viftorie  mildly,  feeing  it  is  the  propertie  r“ 

of  valiant  men  to  be  gentle  and  gratious,  ready  to  for- 

giue,andto  haue  compallibn  of  them  that  fuffer  andin- 

dure  afflidion . There  is  no  true  vidorie  fas  CMarcus  Au- 

wrote  to Captaine  of  the  Parthians)but  that  M 

which  carieth  with  it  fome  clemencie ; fo  that  a rigorous  wfthl™'  cie 
and  cruell  man  may  not  inreafon  be  called  vidorious. 

And  it  is  mofttrue,that  to  ouercome  is  humane,  but  the 

adion  of  pardoningis  diuine . As  touching  the  facking 

and  ouerthrow  of  townes  taken  in  warre,  carefull  heede 

ffaith  Cicero)  muft  be  taken,  that  nothing  be  done  rallily 

or  cruelly;  For  it  is  the  propertie  of  a noble  harttopunilh  Ringieadasof 

luch  onely  as  are  moft  guiltie.and  the  authors  of  euil.and 

to  fauethe  multitude.  Briefly, to  obferue in  all  thinaes  themrftlde™ 

whatfoeuer  IS  right  and  honeft,  to  be  valiant  and  gentle 

to  be  an  enimie  to  thofe  that  doe  vniuftly , fauourable  to 
theafflided,feuereto  quarrellers,  andfullof  equitieto 
lupphants , are  thofe  praife-woorthie  qualities  for  which 
■x^exander,Iulius  Cafar, Scipio,  Hannibal,  Cyrus,  and  many  o- 
ther  both  Greeke  and  Romane  Captaines  are  moft  com- 
mended,who  oughtto  be  imitated  in  the  arte  of  warre  by 
/all  excellent  men. 
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Humane  Tcicn- 
ccs  are  but 
darkcncsinrc 


WE  haiie  hitherto  difcGurfed^my  Com- 
panions)of  vertues  & vkes/or  which 
the  life  of  mai  is  praifed  or  difprai- 
fed  in  all  Eflats  andconditions,whereiinto  the  varietieof 
nianers,  and  inclinations  to  fundry  ftudiesand  works  cal 
men, and  make  them  fit.  Wherin  we  hauc  chiefly  follow'- 
ed  the  ends  and  bounds  of  honeftie  & equitie  propoun- 
ded by  Moral  Philofophers,from  whence  they  draw  par- 
ticular dudes, and  all  adions  of  vertue,  vfing  a very  com^ 
mendable  and  excellent  order  &dirpolition.  Now  feeing 
wx  are  come  to  the  end  of  the  caiife  of  our  a{femblie,as  we 
began  it  with  the  true&Chriftian  knowledge  of  the  cre- 
ation of  man^and  of  the  end  of  his  being,vnknow-ne  to  fb 
many  great  perfonages  in  the  world,  who  are  lightened 
only  with  humane  fcienccs, which  are  but  darkenes  in  re- 
gard of  that  heauenly  light, the  eternal  word  of  God’,that 
ga^dofeheword  guideth  the  foules  of  the  beleeuers;  I think  that  we  ought 
of  God,  alfotocnd  andbreate  vp  this  our  meeting  togither  with 
the  maner  of  a happie  life  and  death , according  to  thofe 
endes  that  are  propounded  vnto  vs  by  the  infallible  rule 
of  all  vertue  and  truth  , which  if  they  be  not  fofubtilly  fet 
downe  and  difputed,as  thePhilofophy  of  the  Ancients  is, 
yet  at  the  lead  they  are  without  comparifon  better  and 
more  certaine.  Go  to  thenjet  vsheareyoudifeourfe  firft 
ofa  happie  life. 

A c H I T o B.  Bkffedare  they  (faith  the  Prophet)  that 
dwell  in  the  houfe  of  God,and  that  euermore  praife  him^  hautng  his 
waiesin  their  harts . He  willgiue  them  grace  and  glory , and  will 
Twith-hold  nogood  thing  fiom  them  that  walke  vprightly. 

A s E R . What  happier  life  can  we  require , than  that 
which  SJohn  calleth  eternal  \\^t:n2Lrc\t\y,tok»ow one  onlytrue^ 
God, dr  lefis  Chriflvphohe  hathfentfl^utit  belongeth  to  thee 
A M A N A to  feede  our  fpin'ts  with  this  excellent  fubied. 

A M A N A.  Although  the  fpiriteofGod,  teaching  his 
iufl  and  holy  will  by  a dodrinc  that  is  hmple  and  void  of 
ail  vainc  fliew  of  wordes ,.  hath  not  alw'aies  cbfcriied  and 
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kept  fo  ftri<5lly  fuch  a certaine  order  and  methode,to  pre- 
pare and  to  dired  their  lines  that  (hall  beleeue  in  him , as 
the  Philofophers  did,  who  afFeded  the  greateft  (liew  out- 
wardly that  they  could,  thereby  to  make  manifeft  the 
(harpnes  of  their  wit,&  the  greatnes  of  their  humane  vn- 
derftanding , yet  may  we  eafily  gather  out  of  this  diuine 
dodrine,f'which  doth  more  deface  all  glittering  (liew  and 
beauty  of  humane  fciences,  than  the  Sun  excelleth  darke- 
ncs)  a moft  excellent  order, teaching  vs  to  frame  a happic 
life  according  to  the  mould  & paterne  of  true  & heauenly 
vertue.This  order  confifteth  of  two  parts,  the  one  imprin- 
ting in  our  harts  the  loue  of  iuftice,the  other  giuing  vnto 
vs  a certaine  rule , that  will  notfuffer  vs  to  wander  hither 
& thither,nortoflipa(ide  in  the  framing  of  our  life.Con-  ofthcioueof 
cerning  the  firft  point,  the  Scripture  is  full  of  very  good 
rcafons  to  encline  our  harts  to  loue  that  Good,  which  in 
deed  is  to  be  defired,!  meanc  perfed  righteoufnes . With 
what  foundation  could  it  begin  better,  than  by  admoni- 
(hing  vs  to  be  fandifiedj^/tvi^  our  Godisholj  f Whereunto  Lcuiui^.i. 
the  reafon  is  although  rveweregotjeafiray as jhee^^e 

fcatterod  dr  dijperfedin  the  Labyrinth  of  this  worldy  yet  he  hath 
gathered  vs  togither , to  ioine  vs  to  himfelfe . When  we  lieare 
mention  made  ofthe  coniundion  ofgodwith  vs, we  mull 
remember,  that  the  bond  thereof  is  holines,and  that  we  Hoiincsisthc 
muft  dired  our  fteps  thither,as  to  the  end  of  our  calling,  cndofourcai^ 
that  we  may  be  transformed  into  the  true  image  of  God, 
which  through  (inne  was  defaced  in  the  firft  man,&  con- 
fequently  in  vs.  Moreouer,  to  mooue  vsthe  more  to  em- 
brace that  only  & true  God,the  fpirit  of  God  teacheth  vs, 
that  as  he  hath  reconciled  vs  vnto  himfelfe  in  his  Ton  le- 
fus  Chrift , fo  he  hath  appointed  him  to  be  vnto  vs  an  ex-  chwa  isapa- 
ample  and  paterne,  vnto  which  wee  muft  conforme  our 
felues . This  heauenly  worde  alfo  taketh  occalion  to  ex- 
hort vs  thereunto  in  infinite  places , drawing  his  reafons 
from  all  the  benefits  of  God , and  from  all  the  parts  of 
our  faluation  . As  whenitisfaide : That  feeing  god  hath  Malach.i.^. 
giuen  himfelfe  to  be  our  Father  ^wee  are  to  be  accpifedof  mta-- 
ble  ingratitude , if  wee  behaue  not  our  felues  as  his  children  . 
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Seeing lefus  Chrift  hath  clenfed  vs  by  the  wafhing of. his 
blood, and  hath  communicated  this  puriiicaticn  vntovs 
by  bapdfme , there  is  no  reafon  why  we  (hould  defile  our 
fclues  with  newfilthines.  Seeing  he  hath  ioined&  ingraf- 
ted vs  into  his  body,  we  muft  carefully  looke,  that  we  de- 
file notourfelues  in  any  fort^being  members  of  his  body. 
Seeing  he  that  u onr  Head  is  gone  vp  to  heauen^  we  mufl  lay  ajtde 
all  earthly  ajfeBions , and  afpire  with  all  our  hart  to  that  heauenly 
life.  Seeing  the  holy  CJhoJhhathconfecratedvs  to  he  the  temples  of 
Gody  we  mufi  labour  and  flriue  that  the glorie  of  God  may  he  ex^ 
alted  in  vs  , and  beware  that  we  receiue  no  pollution . Seeing  our 
Joules  and  bodies  are  foreappointed  to  enioye  that  immortahtie  of 
the  klngdome  ofheauen , and  the  inco)  ruptible  Crowne  of  Cjod  his> 
glorte^we  mufi  endemur  to  keepe  both  the  one  and  the  other  pure 
andvnlpotted,vntilltheday  of  the  Lord . Behold  futely  good- 
grounds,  meete  to  frameand  inftiriitea  happielife  by , 
andtomoouea  Chriftianto  bring  foorththe  effedes  of 
fiichan  excellent  and  woorthie  title  through  the  loueof 
righteoufnes,hauing  this  marke  al waies  before  his  eies  to 
dired  all  his  adions  thereunto ; namely,  to  afpire  to  that 
perfedion  which  God  commandeth  . From  which  al- 
though the  affedions  of  our  fleihfeeke  to  feparate  vs,and 
the  difficulties  arc  great,  fo  that  it  is  impoftible  forvs  to 
attaineperfedly  thereunto  in  this  mortall  prifon , yet  let 
vsnotleaueof  tofollowe  thatwaye  which  wehaueonce 
begunne  ^looking  to  our  marke  in  puritie,  vprightnes, 
andfimplicitie,  and  firiuing  to  come  to  our  ende,  vntill 
weeperfcdly  fee  that  foueraignegoodnes,  when  hauing 
put  off  the  infirmitie  of  our  flefhe , and  being  made  par- 
takers of  thatgoodnesin  fullmeafure,  wefiiallbcrecei- 
uedof  God  into  his,  heauenlie  kingdome.  Letvsnowe 
come  to  the  feconde  point . Although  the  lawe  of  God 
comprifed  in  ten  Commandements,  and  thofe  ten  alfo 
contained onely in  two,  hatha  moft  excellent  inethode 
and  well  ordered  difpofition, whereby  to  dired  our  lifc,& 
to  make  it  happy ,yet  it  hath  pleafed  our  good  Maifi:er,his 
eternall  Tonne  , to  frame  them  that  are  his  by  an  exquifite 
dodrine, according  to  that  rule  which  he  had  giuen  vnto- 
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them  in  his  lawe.The  beginning  of  that  way  which  he  ta- 
keth,is  after  this  fort : namely , to  teach  them  that  it  is  the  what  the  dutie 
dude  of  euery  faithful  man, to  offer  his  body  a liuely,ho- 
ly,and  acceptable  facrifice  to  God,  wherin  confifteth  the 
chiefeft  point  of  that  feruice  which  we  owe  vnto  him.  The 
he  goeth  on  to  exhort  vs , that  we  would  not  fafhion  our 
felues  to  this  world , but  be  changed  by  the  renewing  of 
our  mind , that  we  may  prooue  what  is  the  good  will  of 
God  . That  is  no  fmall  reafon  to  fay  that  we  muft  confe-  whatitis  to 
crate  and  dedicate  our  feluesto  God,  that  from  hence 
forward  we  fhould  neither  thinke , fpeakc , meditate , or  ® ° * 

doe  any  thing  but  to  his  glorie . For  it  is  not  lawefull  to 
applye  any  thing  that  is  confecrated  to  a prophane  vfe. 

Nowe,if  we  be  not  our  owne,  but  belong  to  the  Lorde, 
we  may  thereby  fee  both  how  to  auoid  errour , and  whi- 
ther wee  muft  dired  all  the  parts  of  our  life : namely yto 
the  rule  of  his  holieand  iuft  will.  Let  vs  not  propound 
to  our  felues  this  ende , to  feekc  after  that  which  is  expe- 
dient for  vs  according  to  the  flefli.Let  vs  forget  our  felues 
as  much  as  may  be , and  all  things  that  are  about  vs . We 
are  the  Lordes , let  vs  liue  and  die  to  him ; and  let  his  will 
and  wifedome  gouerne  all  our  adions  . Let  all  the  parts 
of  our  life  be  referred  to  him  as  to  their  onely  ende : and 
let  all  our  humane  reafon  yeeld  and  retire , that  the  holie 
G hoft  may  haue  place  in  vs , and  that  our  reafon  may  be 
fubied  to  his  diredion , to  the  ende  we  may  no  more  liue 
of  our  felues , but  hauing  lefus  Chrift  to  liue  and  raigne 
within  vs./ line  (faith  Saint  Tmle)jet  not  Inowe , but  Chrift  Gal.2.20. 
Imeth  in  me . Truly  he  that  hath  lefus  Chrift  liuing  in  him, 
and  thatliuethin  lefus  Chrift,  liuethno  more  in  him- 
felfe,  andcareth  leaftfor  him-felfe.  For  if  all  true  loue 
hath  fuch  force  within  the  hart  where  it  is  placed , that  it 
careth  not  for  itfelfe,  but  delighteth  in , and  is  altogi-  / 

ther  partaker  of  the  thinge  that  itloueth  : howe  much 
ftronger  (hall  the  heauenlie  loue  be  to  with-drawe  all  our 
affedions  from  the  earth  vnto  the  things  of  the  fpirite  ? ^ 

Ogood lefus,  Oloueof  my foule(^faith 

often  as  loue  beginneth  in  mee,  it  endeth  with  hatred  in  invs  adifiikeof  - 
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thee : but  when  it  beginneth  in  thee , I come  to  the  ha- 
tred of  my  felfe  : fo  that  the  fcope  of  thy  loue  is  nothing 
elfe  but  diflike  of  our  felues . Therefore  our  Sauiour  faid 
to  his  Difciples,  that  if  any  man  would  followe  him,  he 
fliould  forfake  himfelfe  . Moreouer,  after  the  hart  of  man 
is  once  pofleffed  with  thisdeniall  of  himrelfe,firft,all 
pride , haftines , and  oftentation,  are  baniflied  out  of  the 
foule;  next,  couetoufnes,  intemperance,  fuperfluitie, 
defire  of  honour,and  of  all  delights, with  the  reft  of  thofe 
vices  that  are  engendred  through  the  loue  of  our  felues. 
Contrariwife , where  the  deniall  of  our  felues  raigneth 
not,  there  is  man  giuen  ouer  to  all  kind  of  villanie,  with- 
out fliame  or  blulhing  : or  if  any  (hewe  of  vertue  appeere 
in  his  adions,  it  is  corrupted  before  God  through  a wic- 
ked defirc  of  gloric  . Moft  of  our  imperfedions  proceede 
from  the  loue  of  our  felues , which  hindreth  vs  from  dif- 
charging  our  duty  towards  God  and  towards  our  neigh- 
bors,according  to  charity . Charitie  is  nothing  elfe  but  to 
loue  God  for  himrclf,&:  our  neighbour  for  his  fake;  I fay, 
to  loue  God,bicaure  he  is  the  foueraigne  good,&  bicaufe 
the  greatnes  of  his  goodnes  deferueth  it : to  loue  our 
neighbours,  bicaufe  the  image  of  Godfliinethinthem, 
whomehehathfubfiituted  in  his  place,  that  wefiiould 
acknowledge  towardes  them  the  benefits  which  he  hath 
beftowed  vpon  vs.  And  who  is  able  to  performe  thofe  du- 
ties that  S.  requireth  in  charitie,  vnlefle  he  hath  re- 
nounced himfelfe, that  he  may  feeke  nothing  but  the  pro- 
fite  of  his  neighbour  ? Lone  (^faith  hee)  faffereth  long : it  is 
homtiffill,  it  emieth  not : it  doth  not  boaji  it  felfe : it  is  not  puffed 
vf : itdifdaineth  not : it  feeketh  not  hir  ovpne  things : it  is  not  pro- 
uol^d  to  anger, and  (o  forth.  If  that  onely  faying  were  there, 
that  we  mufl  not  feeks  our  owne profite,it  ihould  be  of  no  fmall 
force  with  our  nature,  which  draweth  vs  fo  much  to  the 
loue  of  our  fellies,' chat  we  forget  what  wee  owe  to  our 
neighbours.  But  if  we  would  faithfully  difeharge  this  du- 
tie,let  vs  whileft  we  do  good , and  exercife  the  offices  of 
humanitie,  remember  this  rule  : That  we  are  Stewards  of  all 
that  god  hath  giuen  vnto  vs,  wherby  wc  may  help  our  neigh- 
bour, 


of  a happie  Life.  <7  p ^ 

hour , and  that  one  day  wee  (hall  giue  account  howe  wee 
haue  executed  our  charge  limited  vnto  vs  in  the  pradifc 
of  charitie,  by  a true  and  found  affedion  of  friendlhip. 

Which  thing  wil  haue  place  amongft  vs^when  we  take  vp-  The  cfFcaof 
I on  vs  their  perfons  that  Hand  in  neede  of  fuccour , when  "“rdfoJf 
we  pitie  their  miferie,as  if  we  felt  and  fuftained  it,&  when  neighbour, 
we  are  touched  with  the  fame  affedion  of  mercie  to  help 
them, that  is  in  vs  to  helpeour  felues  . As  for  that  which 
onely  concerneth  our  dutie  towards  God , the  deniall  of 
our  felues  will  make  vs  patient  and  meeke.And  when  our 
affedions  pricke  vs  forward  to  fecke  how  we  may  liuein 
reft  and  eafe , the  Scripture  alwaies  bringeth  vs  backe  to 
this,  that  refigning  our  felues  and  all  that  we  haue , into 
the  hands  of  god,w'e  fhould  fubmit  the  defires  of  our  hart 
to  him, that  he  may  tame  them, and  bring  them  vnder  his 
yoke.  We  are  led  with  a furious  kind  of  intemperance , & Thenaturaiiin. 
with  an  vnbridcled  luft,in  defiring  credite  and  honour,  in  <^^^”a«onofmcn 
feeking  after  power  and  might,  in  heaping  vp  of  riches, 
and  in  gathering  togither  whatfoeuer  we  iudge  meete  for 
j pompe  and  magnificence . On  the  other  fide,  we  maruel- 
I loufly  feare  and  hate  pouertie,bafenes,  and  ignominie,  6c 
j .flie  from  them  as  much  as  we  can , Heereupon  we  fee  in 
I what  difquietnes  of  mindc  all  they  are  that  order  their 
j hues  after  their  owne  counfel,  how  many  waies  they  affay 
to  attaine  to  that,  vnto  which  their  ambition  & couetouf- 
nes  carieth  them. But  they  that  fubmit  themfelues  wholy 
vnder  the  yoke  of  Gods  wil,neuer  entangle  themfelues  in 
thefe  fnares.For  firfi:,they  neither  defire,hope,or  imagine 
of  any  other  meanes  to  profper  by , than  the  blefling  of 
God:  and  therefore  they  ftay  and  reft  themfelues  affured- 
ly  therupon,as  vpon  that  which  is  able  to  giue  the  a good 
ifliiein  all  things,  and  true  felicitie , which  cannot  in  any 
wife  be  in  the  dooings  of  wicked  men, what  falfe  profperi- 
tie  foeuer  appeereth  in  the  eies  of  fiefh  . Heereof  it  com- 
I meth,that  they  afpire  not  through  iniuftice  or  other  fini- 
! , fter  meanes  to  any  worldly  goods,  but  contemne  them, 
feeking  after  the  onely  true  goods  which  turne  them  not 
afide  from  innocencie . For  they  are  affuredly  perfwaded 
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that  the  bleffingof  God  is  not  extended  vpon  thevoor- 
kersof  iniquitie,  but  onely  vpon  fiich  as  are  vpright  in 
their  thoughts  and  works.  Moreouer,it  ferueth  for  a bri- 
dle to  reftrain  them, that  they  burne  not  with  a difordred 
defire  of  worldly  "goods,  bicaufe  they  holde  this  for  cer- 
taine,that  the  blefiing  of  God  cannot  helpe  them  to  ob- 
taine  that  which  is  cleane  contrary  to  his  word , whereby 
we  are  commanded  to  withdraw  our  whole  hart  from  this 
world, that  we  may  lift  it  vp  in  the  meditation  of  eternall 
happines.The  Lord  ({diiKhlufline  AInrtyr ) will  not  honour 
his  children  with  worldly  happines , for  a reward  of  their 
pietie.For  thofe  things  that  are  fubied  to  corruption  can 
not  be  a recompenceto  good  men  for  their  vertue:  bi- 
caufc  they  are  circumferibed  and  limited  by  the  change 
ofthe  mortalleftateof  vertuousmen,  whoaredepriued 
altogithcr  of  them  at  the  time  of  their  death.  And  as  good 
men  are  not  faid  or  accounted  to  be  of  the  world,  fo  their 
glorie,riches,and  wealth, are  not  in  the  earth  . So  that  in 
what  eftate  foeuer  a Chriftian  man  is,  he  feeleth  him  felfe 
alwaies  mooued  to  giue  glojie  to  God,&  iudgeth  that  all 
things  are  appointed  by  him  in  fuch  fort , as  is  moft  expe- 
dient for  his  faluation  .If aduerfitie prefle  him,&  the  mife- 
ries  of  mans  life  feeke  to  make  him  diftruft  the  grace  and 
fauour  of  God , or  to  murmure  againft  him  through  im- 
patiencie,  heftriuethfomuchthemoreon  the  other  fide 
toconfiderof  his  heauenly  iufticeand  goodnes , in  that 
he  chafliceth  him  iuftly,andfor  his  bendfite  ; and  arming 
him-felfe  with  patience,  heexpefteth  with  a quiet  and 
thankefull  mind  theiifucof  God  his  ordinance,  where- 
vnto  he  wholy  fubmitteth  himfelfe  . Befides,  he  confide- 
reth  howe  God  calleth  all  his  to  beare  their  crofle , and 
teacheth  them  to  prepare  them-felues  to  fuftaine  a hard 
and  laborious  life,  full  of  trauell  and  of  infinite  kindes  of 
euils,  vnto  which  lefus  Chrift  their  Head  was  firft  made 
fubied . Where  this  confolation  followeth  prefen tly  vp- 
on it , that  fuch  a life  is  a preparation  to  follow  him  into 
his  eternall  glorie . Yea  the  more  we  are  affiided  and  in- 
duremiferies,  themoreisour  focietie  with  Chrift  lefus 
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certainly  confirmed  vnto  vs.Nou-*  the  chiefe  rule  propou- 
ded  vnto  vs  by  the  fpirite  of  God  concerning  this  matter 
is,that  with  what  kinds  of  tribulation  foeuer  we  are  affii- 
ded,we  (hould  looke  to  this  ende,  to  acquaint  our  felues 
with  the  contempt  of  this  prefent  life,  that  we  may  there- 
by be  brought  on  to  meditate  vpon  the  life  to  come . But 
bicaufe  this  diuine  wifdome  knoweth  full  well  that  we  arc 
enclined  and  led  with  a blind  & euen  brutilh  loue  of  this 
worldjitvfeth  a very  apt  rcafon  to  draw  vs  backeand  toa- 
waken  our  fluggilhnes , that  our  harte  ihoulde  not  bee 
too  much  fetled  vpon  fuch  a foolilh  loue. There  is  none  of 
vs  that  will  not  feeme  to  afpire  throughout  the  whole 
. courfe  of  his  life  to  aheauenly  immortalitie,  yea  to  firiue 
for  the  obtaining  of  it . For  we  are  alhamed  not  to  excell  * 
the  brute  beaftes  in  fome  thing , whofe  condition  would 
feeme  to  be  more  happy  than  ours,if  we  had  no  hope  of 
eternitie  after  death.Neuerthelefle,  if  a man  examine  the 
counfels,  deliberations,  enterprifes  and  workes  of  euery 
one,he  (hall  find  nothing  but  earth  in  them, being  fuch  as 
tend  altogither  to  the  commoditie  of  this  life.  Now  this 
blockiQinesproceedeth  from  hence,  that  our  vnderftan- 
ding  is  as  it  were  dimmed  with  that  vain  brightnes  which 
riches, honors  and  powers  haue  in  outward  (liew,wherby 
it  is  hindred  from  looking  farther.  In  like  maner  our  hart 
being  prefied  with  the  affedions  of  the  flefli,  which  pro- 
pound vnto  it  couetoufnes,ambitionjand  all  other  carnal 
defiresjour  foule  is  at  length  perfwaded  to  feek  for  hir  fe- 
licitie  vpon  earth.The  Lord  therefore  to  meete  with  this  HowCod  tea- 
mifehief  teacheth  his  feruants  to  know  the  vanitie  of  this  ^now  the  vanj. 
prefent  life,by  exercifing  them  daily  with  diuers  miferies,  tie^thisilfc. 
He  fendeth  the  no  profperitie,  which  is  not  mingled  with 
greater  aduerfitie,  that  by  learning  to  condemne  altogi- 
ther this  earthly  life,  they  may  frame  their  harts  to  defire 
and  to  meditate  vpon  the  life  to  come.  Wherefore  when 
they  trie  by  aflBidions,that  this  prefent  life,  confidered  in 
it  felfe,is  full  of  difquietnes,  of  troubles,  altogither  mife- 
rable,and  in  no  refped  happy,  that  all  the  wealth  thereof 
had  in  fo  great  eftimation,  is  tranfitorie  and  vneertaine, 

^ vaine 
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vaine  and  mingled  with  infinite  miferies , they  conclude 
therupon  that  nothing  is  to  be  fought  or  hoped  for  in  this 
\ world  but  calamitie,  and  that  the  crowne  of  glory  & true 

felicitieis  to  be  looked  for  elfe-where,  namely^in  hcauen, 
Wemuftnot  Notwitliftanding  as  long  as  they  enioy  this  life,  he  would 
rings oVthisHfc.  haue  them  fo  to  contemn  it,  as  to  grow  into  a hatred 

therofjor  to  be  vnthankful  to  God  for  the  benefits  which 
they  daily  receiue  therin  of  his  maieftie,  but  rather  to  ac- 
count it  a fpeciall'gift  ofhis  heauenly  clemencie,  in  that 
through  the  midft  of  thofc  tribulatios  which  they  endure, 
he  maketh  a way  and  entrance  for  them  vnto  eternal  life. 
For  which,&  for  thofe  infinit  blefiings  which  they  receiue 
alfo  in  this  life  ofhis  goodnes,  they  acknowlege  that  they 
are  bound  to  yeeld  vnto  him  immortal  chanks,labouring 
only  to  vnfold  themfelues  out  of  this  ouer-great  defire  of 
ma,caried  away  with  the  difordinateloue  of  this  life, that 
they  may  tranfferfe  their  chief  affedion  to  the  celeftial  & 
heauenly  life. And  feeing  it  is  fo,that  al  thefaithful,as  long 
as  they  remain  vpon  earth,  are  as  iheepe  appointed  to  the 
flaughter,to  the  end  they  might  be  made  conformable  to 
their  head  Chriftlefus,  furely  they  Ihoiild  beeaccounted 
pafiing  wretched, if  they  did  not  lift  their  mindes  on  high 
to  furmount  all  that  is  in  the  world, and  to  go  beyond  the 
regard  and  care  of  things  prefent.  On  the  contrary  fide, if 
they  haue  once  lift  vp  their  thoughts  aboue  the  earth,whe 
they  (hall  fee  thevniuft  profper  in  the  world,  when  them- 
The  comfort  of  felues  (halbc  vngently  handled  by  the,  when  they  fhal  en- 
t e20(  ymt  e poUed or afflided with  a- 

ny  kind  of  iniurie, their  comfort  in  al  thefe  euils  will  be  to 
haue  the  laft  day  before  their  eies,in  which  they  know  that 
the  lord  wil  gather  his  faithful  ones  togither  into  the  reft 
ofhis  kingdom,  that  he  wil  wipe  away  the  teares  fro  their 
eies, crown  the  with  glory, clothe  the  with  gladnes,fatiffie 
them  with  the  exceeding  fweetnes  ofhis  delicacies , exalt 
them  vnto  his  high  manfion,in  a word,make  them  parta- 
kers ofhis  happines.In  the  meane  time  going  on  in  their 
courfe  with  all  tranquillitie  &ioy  offpirit,they  are  cheer- 
fully to  giue  vnto  God  that  homage  & worfliip  that  is  due 

vnto 
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vnto  him,  fubmittingthemfelues  wholy  to  his  grcatnefle, 
& receiuing  with  ail  reuerence  his  comandenients.Next, 
they  muft  put  that  truft  & hartie  aflurance  in  him,  which 
they  haue  receiued  by  knowing  him  aright, attributing  to 
him  all  wifdom,iufticc,goodnes,vertue  & truth,&'making 
this  account,  that  all  their  happines  is  in  communicating 
with  him.Tnuocation  foloweth,  wherby  their  foules  muft 
haue  recourfe  vnto  him  as  to  their  only  hope,whe  they  arc 
preifed  with  any  neceflity.In  the  laft  place  is  thankfgiuing 
which  is  that  acknowledgement, wherby  all  prayfe  is  giue 
vnto  him.Vnder  thefe  4.  points  of  woriliip,  truft,  prayer, 
and  thankfgiuing,  all  thofc  innumerable  duties  which  we 
owe  to  God,may  well  be  comprehended.  Moreouer,  the 
contempt  of  this  prefentlife,  and  the  meditation  of  that 
which  is  immortal  & heauenly,  will  teach  vs  the  right  vfe 
of  earthly  goods  created  of  God  for  the  feruice  of  man,as 
necelTaryhelpes  for  this  life.  Which  things  we  muft  not 
negled  in  fuch  fort, that  we  neuer  vfe  them  but  vpon  con- 
ftraint  & neceftity,  taking  no  delight  in  them  as  if  we  were 
fenceleife  blocks. Much'lefte  may  we  abufethem  by  ouer- 
great  luft  in  fuperfluity  & delights,but  apply  them  to  that 
end  for  which  God  hath  created  & appointed  the  for  our 
good, & not  for  our  hurt,namely,that  they  fhould  fuftain, 
nouri{li,preferue  & delight  our  nature, vfing  the  in  al  tem- 
perance & mediocritie  with  thankfgiuing.  So  that  we  are 
to  vfe  thefe  goods  as  though  we  vfed  them  not,  that  is  to 
fay,our  chief  affedibn  and  defire  muft  be  fo  finally  fet  vpo 
them  as  if  we  were  wholy  depriued  of  them  : and  we  muft 
bedifpofedandaffededas  well  tofuftaine  pouercie  pati- 
ently & with  a quiet  mind, as  to  vfe  abundance  moderate- 
ly. Efpecially  let  vs  referre  the  true  and  holy  vfe  of  all  our 
earthly  commodities  to  the  works  of  charitie,  as  we  haue 
already  touched:  knowing  that  all  things  arefo  giue  vnto 
vs  by  the  good  nes  of  God,&  appointed  for  our  commodi- 
tie,as  things  comitted  to  our  truft,  of  which  we  muft  one 
day  giue  account  before  his  maieftic.  For  theconclufion 
therfore  of  our  fpeech,we  learn  that  thelife  of  a Chriftian 
is  a perpetuall  ftudie  iand  cxercife  of  the  mortification 
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of  the  fle(h,vntil  it  be  fo  throughly  dead, that  the  fpiric  of 
God  may  raigne  fully  in  his  foule.  We  learn  alfo,  that  our 
whole  life  ought  to  be  a meditation  and  exercife  of  godli- 
nes, bicaufe  we  are  called  to  fandification : that  true  hap- 
pines  of  life  in  this  world  confifteth  therein, namely,whw 
whereinahap-  being  regenerated  by  baptifme  and  the  fpirit  of  God,  we 

haue  the  loue  of  righteoufnes  throughly  imprinted  in  our  . 
harts,  andfolfow  the  diuine  rule  thereof  by  framing  and 
direding  all  our  adions  to  the  glory  of  our  God  and  pro- 
fit of  our  neighbors.  Wherforeeuery  oneofvsmufttake 
his  vocation  and  calling  for  a principle  and  ground,  & for 
a ftation  alTigned  of  God,  vnto  which  we  muft  dired  our 
leuell,  withdrawing  our  mindes  from  the  yoke  and  bon-  j 

dage  of  thofe  naturall  perturbations  that  are  in  vs  . Wee 
muft  not  be  led  with  ambition  and  defire  to  take  hold  of 
many  fundry  matters  at  once,  being  afiured,  that  euery 
worke  done  according  to  our  calling,  how  contemptible 
foeuer  it  be  among  men,  fhineth  before  God  and  fliall  be  •’ 

rewarded  by  him,  beyng  accounted  very  precious  in  his  j 
fight.  ./  .•  j 

i 

Of  Death,  Chaf,  y 2. 

A M A-  T O man  ought  to  be  ignorant  of  this,  that  • 

N A.  I after  God  had  created  man  in  the  begin- 
^ ^ ning,  he  placed  him  in  a garden  and  para- 
dife  ful  of  al  pleafures  and  delights,and  gaue  him  leaue  to  ' 
vfe  all  things  contained  therin,  the  fruit  of  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  euill  onely  excepted,  which  was  exprefly  for- 
bidden. Neuerthelefle,being  vnabletokeepehimfelfc  in 
that  high  degree  and  great  dignitie,  he  fell  by  difobedi- 
ence : fo  that  thinking  to  make  choice  of  life,he  chofc  the 
Gcai.iy.  fruit  of  death,as  God  had  foretold  him S^Lyin^^wher? foeuer 

thou  eateU  of  this  fruit  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  euil,thou  jhafr 
diethedeath:  whichthingfell  vpon  him,  andvpon  all  his  j 
Kom.6.1^.  pofteritie.  Whereby  wefee,  that  the  reward  and  recom- 
pence  of  finne,is  death,not  onely  bodily  death,but  which 
ismore/pirituall,  whereby  w’e  arebanifh^dandftiut  out 

of 
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i of  the  heauenly  kingdomeand  inheritance,  if  we  appre- 
I hend  not  chat  great  grace  and  mercy  of  the  father  offered 
to  all  that  draw  neere  vnto  him  by  true  confidence  in  le- 
1 fus  Chrift ; to  theende(asthe  Apoftle  faith)  that  as  finne 
I raigned  vnto  death,  fo  grace  might  raign  by  righteoufnes 
j vnto  eternall life  through  lefusChriftour  Lord.  And  this 
is  the  oncly  way  wherby  to  pafTe  from  death  to  life,  when 
we  (hall  be  fubied  to  no  condemnation  or  affljdio.More- 
I Guer,  neither  fworde,  famine,  nor  any  other  miferie  can 
I hurt  vs,no  not  temporal  death,  which  ( according  to  mas  Tcmpomi death 
I iudgement)  ischeexcreameft  of  all  miferies,  (hall  in  any  way  that 
, fort  confound  vs, but  rather  be  a meane  and  pleafant  way  gTcfivtombon. 
i for  vs  to  pafie  by  from  prifon  and  bondage  to  ioyfull  li-  bieifcdi 
bercy,and  from  miferie  to  happinclfe.Therfore  (my  com- 
panions)  as  death  is  the  end  of  all  men,happy  to  the  cled 
and  vnhappy  to  the  reprobate, fo  let  vs  fini(h  our  difeour- 
fes  with  the  handling  thereof. 

Aram.  Nothing  but  death  and  the  end  of  this  bodi- 
I ly  life  is  able  to  accornpiifii  the  wiQi  and  defire  of  a faith- 
: fulchriftian.Forthe  fpirit  being  then  deliuc.red,as  it  were 
' outofa  noifome  and  filthie  prifon  reioyceth  withfree- 
I dom  and  libertie  in  thofe  pleafantplaces,which  it  feekech 
after  and  defirethfoearneftly.'  - 

Achitob.  It  is  decreed  that  all  men  muli  once  dte.  And  Heb.9.27.  ' 
therfeore  (as  the  Wifeman  faith)  what[o€Her  thou  takeli  in  Hccius  7.3 - 
! hand^remember  the end^andthoupoaltneuer do arm^e.  Now  A- 
; s E R,  as  thou  beganft  to  lay  the  foundation  of  our  Acade- 

: mie,fo  make  thou  an  end  of  it  with  the  treatife  of  Death 

i that  endech  all  things. 

A s E R . It  is  no  maruell  if  natural  fenfe  be  mooued  & 

! aftonilhed,  when  v/e  lieare  that  our  body  muft  be  fepara- 
I ted  from  the  foule  . But  it  is  in  no  wife  tollerable,  that  a 
Chriftian  hart  (houldnot  hauefomuch  light  as  to  fiir- 
I mount  & fupprefle  this  feare  whatfoeuer  it  be,  by  a grea- 
1 ter  comfort  and  corifolation.  For  ifweconfider  that  this 
I tabernacle  of  our  body  which  is  weake,  vicious,  corrupti-  thecomforcof 
I ble,caruall,and  inclining  to  putrefadion,  is  dilTolued  and  eucry  true  chri- 
as  it  were  pulled  do  wne  by  death,  that  it  may  afterward 
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be  rcftored  to  a pcrfe<S:,firme,  incorruptible  and  heauen- 
ly  glory,(lial  not  this  certain  aflurance  compel  vs  to  defire 
earneftly  that  which  nature  flieth  and  abhorreth  ? If  we 
confider  that  by  death  we  are  called  home  from  a mifera- 
ble  exile.to  dwelin  our  countrey,  yea  in  our  celeftial  cou- 
trey,fhali  we  not  conceiue  fingular  confolation  thereby  > 
But  feme  man  may  fay  that  al  things  defire  to  continue  in 
their  being. For  the  fame  caufe  I fay, we  ought  toafpire  to 
the  immortalitie  to  come , where  we  haue  a fetled  eilate, 
which  is  not  feene  at  all  vpon  earth.  How  commeth  it  to 
paffejthat  the  bruite  beafts  and  fencelefle  creatures,  euen 
wood  and  ftones,  hauing  as  it  were  fome  feeling  of  their 
vanitie  & corruption, are  in  expectation  of  the  iudgement 
day  that  they  may  be  deliuered  from  their  corruption, and 
yet  we  that  haue  fome  light  of  nature,  & boafi  that  we  arc 
illuminated  by  the  fpirit  of  God, lift  not  vp  our  eies  aboue 
this  earthly  putrefadion, when  wetaIkofourbeeing?But 
what  lhal  we  fay  ofthofe  men  (whofe  number  alas  is  very 
great)  whoquenxrhing  all  natural  lighr^&  oppofing  them- 
fclues  diredly  againft  the  teftimonies  of  truth  , which 
prefie  their  confciencesoSc  found  daily  in  their  eares,  dare 
yet  doubt  of,yea  impudently  deny  this  day  ofiudgement, 
and  the  change  of  this  mor.tall  life  into  a fecond,  which  is 
immortalPIf  the  word  of  god  fo  exprefly  fet  down  for  our 
afiurance  be  of  folitle  credit,  that  it  wil  not  fatiffie  them, 
yet  howisit  that  they  are  noteonuinced  -by  the  writings 
of  fo  many  Etbnikc  and  heathen  Philofophers,  who  make 
the  immortalitie  of  thefoulc  out  of  doubt,  & by  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  being  of  this  life  conclude  a iudgemet  to 
come.which  bringeth  perpetuall  happines  and  felicirie  to 
the  fbules  of  the  bleffed,  & euerlafting  niiferie  &:  paine  to 
them  that  are  vnhappy?  Flato  vnder  the  name  of  Socrates 
may  feme  fora  fit  teacher  forfuch  Epicures  and  Atheifts 
that  wil  not  heare  the  heauenly  word  of  the  almighty  .Fro 
vpherjce  commeth  it  (faith  he)  that  vpe  fee  fo  many  mckedmejfajfe 
the  courfe  of  their  day  sin  vp  or  Idly  happines  and fe  licit  ie^  and  die  in 
yreat  refi  ^ ^Hietnes,vphereas  on  the  other fide  fo  many  good  men 
fine  dte  in  great  ajjliliionsy^  mofl  hard  calanntiesl  The  reafon 
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isjbiciitife  God  doth  mt  fmifhandchaHifeall  the  rvicked'i>pon  the  pi^co  prooucth 
earth ^to  the  end  men  may  know^  that  there  is  a indgement  to  come  » 

wher  'm  the  vngodlines  offmh  men  Jhal  be  corrected.  Neither  doth  comc!and”ft. 
he  recommence  all  good  men  with  hlejfmgs  in  this  worlds  to  the  ende 
they  may  home  that  there  is  a flace  in  the  other  life  where  the  'uer- 
tuom  fhalbe  rewarded , Likprifi  he  doth  not mnnijh  all  the  wicked, 
nor  reward  al good  men  here  beneath,  leail  men  fhould  thinke  that 
the  vertHotss  folowed  verttte  in  hope  of  a carnal  ^ earthly  rewar dy 
or  efchewed  vice  for  fe  are  ofpnnifimets  torments  in  this  world. 

For  fo  vertue  fhottld be  no  more  vertnefeing  there  is  no  aElion  that 
may  c ary  the  far  name  of  vert  mus, if  the  intent  of  him  that  doth  ity 
be  in  hope  offome  earthly  ^ carnal  recompence,^  not  for  the  lone 
of  vert  tie  itfelf&  that  he  may  be  accepted  ofGod,andfi  conceHte 
hope  of  eternal  rewards  m the  other  life,Alfo  he  puni/heth  and  cor-- 
reEleth  fome  wicked  men  vpon  earth,^  rewardeth  fomegoodmen,, 
leaH  tfgood  men  only  were  afitBed,  ^ the  wicked fujfred in  cjtiiet^ 
men  might  be  brought  to  beleeue  that  there  werenoprouidence,^ 
that  the  diuine  nature  had  no  care  of  vs,  ^foall  men  wouldgiuc  o- 
uer  themfelues  tofolow  iniuHice,^y  the  feqiielc  of  this  fpeech 
Plato  infcrreth  & proueth,that  there  is  one  God  that  hath 
care  ouer  hiscreturesj&  that  naturally  euery  fpirit  louerh 
him  better  that  ftriueth  to  refemble  him  in  manners  & fa- 
(bios  of  lining, that  reuereceth  & honoreth  him,  tha  thofe 
that  fcare  him  not,  burdefpife  him  whofe  conditions  are 
altogither  vnlike  his . Moreouer,he  prooueth  euidetly, that  good  How<»ood  men 
men  inf  ear  e reuerence  of  the  Deitiefriue  to  imitate  it  by  good  ‘^Seemed 

works  done  to  the  benefit  and fafetie  of  others  : and  contrarywifej'^^^^^^'^^^^^^ 
that  the  wicked  de fife  God  and  all  lawes  both  diuine  and  humane  : 
whereupon  it  followeth  that  God  loueth  good  men,  and  hateth  the 
wicked.  And  bteaufewefee  that goodme  are  fubieB  to  calamity  (2r 
ig7iominy  in  this  world,we  muft  therfore  vndoubtedly  Confeffe,  that  of  the  godly  Jn 
there  is  another  life  after  this,  wherein  good  men  are  eternally  re-  world, 

warded,  cr  the  wicked  punifl?ed.Otherwifc  it  would folow,  that  God  ^ 

cared  more  for  the  wicked  than  for  tlse  yood,  which  were  too  abfurd 
to gr aunt.  From  hence  that  diuine  B^hUofopher  draweth  this  con- 
clufion,  that  the  life  of  a wife  7nan  ought  to  be  a perpetual  medita- 
tion of  death, and  that  the  very  feare  to  die,^  not  any  defire  to  liue, 
is  that  which  maketh  death  fearefull  to  them  that  kl^ow  not  the 

immor- 
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immortalitie  of  the  foule.  Now  then  ought  not  thefe  men  to 
bluih  for  (hame,that  dare  doubt  of  the  fecond  life  and  fu-. 
ture  iudgement,when  they  heare  this  difcourfe  of  an  Eth- 
nike  and  Pagan,  deftitute  of  that  trne  light  of  God,  and 
fincere  religion  which  ismanifefted  to  vs  in  lellis  Chrift  ? 
Truly  nothing  is  more  clecre  in  all  the  holy  fcripture,than 
that  as  before  the  firft  day  metionedinGenefis,all  things 
werepofTeffed  of  Eternitie,fo  that  there  was  neither  time, 
nor  yeere,  nor.moneth,  nor  feafon,  but  all  things  were  in 
that  Eternitie,{b  when  the  laft  day  lhal  come,  all  ihall  be  e- 
ternall  for  the  felicitie  of  the  good,  & torment  of  the  wic- 
ked.But  to  returne  to  our  fpeech  of  death,  the  worde  of 
Three  kinds  God  giiieth  vs  to  vnderftand  of  three  kinds  of  death  : the 
of  death.  one  is  the  feparation  of  the  foule  from  the  body,  with  the 

diffolution  of  the  body  vntill  thercfurredion,  and  of  this 
is  our  prefent  difcourfe.  The  fecond  is  the  death  of  finne, 
as 4t is faid oftentimes,, that  they  are  dead  that  nourifh 
themfelues  in  finne.  The  third  is  called  in  the  Apocalyps, 
Apoc.io.^.  f he  fecond  death, and  fomtimes  eternal  death, vn to  w Inch 
the  wicked  flialbe  condemned  in  the  laft  iudgemec.  Ther- 
fore  to  cotinue  our  fpeech  of  corporal  & temporal  death, 
ifthcdodrine  of  the  foiine  of  God  be  neuerfo  little  ap- 

wh  the  faith-  faith,we  fhall  fee  cleerely  chough  that 

iull  ought  code-  the  faithful  ought  to  haue  that  in  great  requeft,  which  to 
fire  death.  humane  fenfe  feemeth  neither  happie,  nor  to  be  defired, 

ieeingitturneth  to  their  faluation.  It  belongeth  to  him 
that  will  not  goe  vnto  lefus  Chrift  to  feare  death  : and  to 
be  vnwilling  to  goe  to  Chrift,  is  a badge  offuch  a one  as 
wilnotraign  with  him.  What  trauellerhauingpaffed  ma- 
ny dangerous  wayes,reioyceth  not  when  he  draweth  neer 
to  his  countrey  And  who  is  not  content  to  depart  out  of 
an  olde  ruinous  houfe  ? What  pleafure  haue  wee  in  this 
world, which  draweth  neere  to  an  end  euery  day,  & which 
felleth  vnto  vs  fo  decre  thofe  pleafures  that  .wee  receiue 
therein } What  other  thing  is  this  life  bur  a perpetual  bat- 
o mams.  j ^ fliarpe  skirmiih,  wherein  we  are  one  while  hurt 

with  enuie,  another  while  with  ambition,  and  by  and  by 
vyith  fome.other  vice,  befides  the  fuddaine  onfets  giuen 

vpou 
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Tpon  our  bodies  by  a thoufand  forts  of  difeafes,  and  fluds 
ofaduerficics  vpo  our  fpirits  ? Who  than  will  not  fay  with 
S^Paulf  I defire  to  be  difioluediindto  be  with  C^W/?.^Why  do  we  ^hiLi.25. 
daily  pray  that  the  kingdom  of  God  ihould  come,  if  it  be 
not  for  the  defire  which  we  ought  to  haue  to  fee  the  ful- 
filling therofin  the  other  life  ? We  haue  a thoufand  tefti- 
moniesinthefcripturc,  that  the  death  of  the  body  is  a 
certaine  way  by  which  we  palfe  into  that  true  and  eternal 
life, and  into  our  owne  cou ntrey. and bloud^^zxxh  Saint  iXor.i  f.^o. 
P aal)  cannot  inherite  the  kingdom  ofCjod^neither  doth corrtiftion 
inherit  e incorrupt  ion.  For  thic  corruptible  muH  put  on  incorruptio, 
and  this  mor  tall  muH  put  on  immortalitie : then  jh  all  bee  fulfilled 
that  which  ti  written  JDeath  is  Jwallowed  vpin  vi^orjf  ,'Thcy  that 
beleeue  in  lefus  Chrift  haue  already  oucrcome  death,  fin, 
and  hell.  And  therefore  contemning  death  they  may  fay, 

O death  where  is  thy  flingfO graue  where  is  thy  viElorylThe  fling 
of  death  is  finne^and  the  flrength  offinne  is  the  law:  but  thanks  be 
vntoGod  which  hath  giuen  vs  vi5lory  through  our  Lord  lefus 
Chriii.  He  which  hath  raifed  vp  the  Lord  Lefus,  (hall  raife  vs  vp  2’.Cor.4.i4. 
alfo.  Our  conuerfationis  in  heauen,  from  whence  alfo  we  lookefor  Pliil.3 .20.21. 
the  fauiour , euen  the  Lord  lefus  ChrtFi,  who  fhall change  our  vile 
body  that  it  may  be  fafhionedhke  vnto  his  glorious  body,  according 
to  the  working,  whereby  he  is  able  euen  to  fubdue  all  things  vnto 
himfelfe.Te  are  dead  (faith  he  to  the  CololTians)^;/i5f;p/^r/^  C0L3.2.4, 
is  hid  wit h Lefus  Chrih  in  God.  When  Chrifl  which  is  our  life  Jhall 
appe  ere, then  pjallye  alfo  appeere  with  him  in  glory . tJLLy  brethren 
(faith  he  to  the  7 helfalonians}  L would  not  haue  you  ignorant  T.Thef4.r3. 
concerning  t hem  whic  h are  a fie  epe, that  ye  forow  not  euen  as  other  ^ 4* 
which  haue  no  hope.  For  if  we  beleeue  that  Lefus  is  dead,  and  is  rL 
fen,euen  fo  them  which fieepe  in  Lefus  will  God  bring  with  him,  Le- 
fus ChriJl  (faith  he  to  the  Hebrewes)  was  partaker  of flejh  and 
bloud:  that  is  to  fay,  was  truly  man,  that  he  might  desiroy  through 
death, him  that  had  the  power  of  death, that  is, the  deuill.  And  that 
he  mig  ht  deliuer  all  them,  who  for feare  of  death  were  all  their  life 
time  fubieB  to  bondage.  God  hath  faued  vs,  andcalledvs  with  an 
holy  calling  (as  he  faith  to  Timothie)  not  according  to  our  works,  ^ Tim  i o lo 
but  according  t o his  owne  purpofe  and  grace,  which  was  giuen  to  vs 
thr ough  Chrift  Lefus  before  the  world  was,  but  is  now  made  mani- 

mi 
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fefi  by  the  apfeering  of  our  Sauionr  lefta  ChriB,  who  hath  aboli^ 
pjed  death, ^ hath  brought  life  ^ immortalitie  vnto  light  through 
lob  19.1^1^.  the  (jofpel.  I am  fure  (faith  lob)  that  my  redeemer  Imeth^d  he 
2-7.  Jhall ft  and  the  UH  on  the  earth.  And  though  after  my  skin  worms 

deflroy  this  body, yet  [hall  I fee  Godin  my  fle/h  . whom  I my  felfe 
[hall fee  and  mine  eyes  [hall  behold,  and  none  other  forme  , Jefus 
Chriii  is  our  head, and  we  are  his  members.  This  head  cannot 
be  without  his  members, neither  can  forfake  them. 
Iohnii.&i7.  Chrtfl  is  there  [hallwe  be  alfo..\ltx\\2Ll  confidereth  diligent- 
ly thefe  places  of  Scripture, and  infinite  others  contained 
therein,  it  cannot  be  but  he  fliouldhaue  great  ioy  and 
comfort  in  his  hart  againft  all  feare  and  horror  of  death . 
And  then  comming  to  compare  the  miferies  which  ne- 
uer  leaue  this  life, with  that  vnfpeakable  happines  and  fe- 
1. Cor. 1.9.  licitie,  which  eye  hath  not  feene,nejther  eare  hath  beard,  nejther 

came  into  mans  hart,  which  God  hath  prepared  in  the  fecond  and 
eternall  life  for  all faithfullbeleeuers-^  a chriftian  will  notone- 
ly  paifc  ouer  this  mortall  life  with  eafc  and  without  trou- 
whothcvbe  ble,  but  will  euen  cdntemne  and  make  no  account  of  it, 
jacfcarcnoc  in  rcfped of  that  which  is  immortall.  But  to  whome  is 
death  fweete  if  not  to  them  that  labour  ? The  poore  hire^ 
ling  is  well  at  eafe  when  hee  hath  done  his  dayes  wdorke. . 
So  death  is  alwayes  fweete  to  the  aflflided,  but  to  them 
that  put  their  truft  in  worldly  things , the  remembrance 
thereof  is  bitter.  Now  then  the  children  of  God  are  not 
afrayd  of  death,  but  (as  Cyprian  writeth  in  an  Epifile  fent 
to  the  Martyrs  of  Chrift)  hee  that  hath  once  ouercome 
death  in  his  owne  perfon  , doth  daily  ouercome  him  in 
his  members  : fothat  we  haue  lefus  Chrifl  notonelya 
beholder  of  our  combates,  butalfoan  aififtant  and  figh- 
ter with  vs.  And  by  his  grace  abounding  in  the  harts  of 
the  faithfull,  they  are  fo  much  the  more  bent  to  meditate 
vpon  the  benefites  of  the  future  and  eternall  life , as  they 
fee  that  they  are  inuironed  with  greater  Bore  of  miferies 
in  this  fading  and  tranfitorie  life.  Then  comparing  both 
togitherthey  find  nothing  more eafie  than  tofiniihfweet- 
ly  their  race, and  to  value  the  one  as  litle,  as  they  account 
the  other  abfolute  in  all  felicicie.Moreouer, feeing  heaucii 
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is  our  countrey,  what  is  the  earth  elfe  but  a paflagc  in  a 
grange  land?  And  bicaufe  it  is  accurfed  vnto  vs  for  finne, 
it  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  place  of  our  banifliment.  If  our 
departure  out  of  this  world  be  an  entrance  to  life, what  is  Acom  panTon 
this  world  but  a fepulcher  ? And  to  dwell  heere  what  is  it  nS  that*'* 
elfe  but  to  be  plunged  in  death  ?If  it  belibertietobede-  which  is  ctcr- 
liuered  out  of  this  bodie,  what  is  this  bodie  but  a prifon  ? 

And  if  it  be  our  chiefe  happines  to  enioie  the  prefence 
of  our  God,  is  it  not  a miferie  not  to  enioie  it  ? Now  vn- 
till  we  go  out  of  this  world, we  fhal  be  as  it  were  feparated 
from  God.  Wherefore  if  this  earthlie  life  becompared 
with  the  heauenlie,  no  doubt  but  it  may  be  contemned, 
and  accounted  as  itweredoung.  True  it  is  that  wemuft 
not  hate  it,  but  fo  far  foorth  as  it  keepeth  vs  in  fubiedion 
to  finne.  Andyet  whileft  wc  defire  to  fee  the  ende  of  it, 
wemuft  not  be  carelefie  to  keepe  our  feluesin  it,  to  the 
goodpleafureofGod,  that  our  longing  may  be  far  from 
all  murmuring  and  irhpatiencie.  For  our  life  is  as  a ftati- 
on,  wherein  the  Lord  God  hath  placed  vs,  that  we  fliould 
abide  in  it  yntill  he  call  vs  backe  againe. Saint  "P^/^/indeed 
bewailed  his  eftate,  bicaufe  he  was  kept  as  it  were  bound  Phil.i.ij. 
in  the  prifon  of  his  body  longer  than  he  would, & groned 
with  a burning  defire  vntill  he  was  deliuered:  but  withall 
to  Qiew  his  obedience  to  the  wil  of  God,he  protefted  that 
he  was  ready  for  both, bicaufe  he  knew  himfelfe  indebted 
fortheglorifiengofhisname,  whether  it  were  by  death 
or  by  life.  For  it  belongethtohim  to  determine  what  is 
expedient  for  his  glorie.  Wherefore  if  it  behooueth  vs  to 
liue  and  die  vnto  him,Iet  vs  leaue  both  our  life  & death  to 
his  good  pleafure,  but  yet  fo  that  we  alwaies  defire  rather 
to  die  than  to  liue, & be  ready  cheerfully  to  renounce  this 
lifc,whenroeuerit  pleafeth  the  Lord, bicaufe  it  holdcth  vs 
vnder  fin  .And  let  vs  hold  this  Maxime,that  no  man  hath 
throughly  profited  in  the  fchool  o^Chrifi  Iefiis,hut  he  that 
with  ioy  & gladnes  expedeth  the  day  of  dcath,and  of  the 
laft  refurredion.S.PW in  his  epiftle  to  Tttm  deferibeth  al  Titus.2.15, 
the  faithful  by  this  mark:&  the  feripture  when  it  propou- 
deth  vnto  vs  matter  of  reioicing  calleth  vs  backe  thither. 

Fff  y Reh'ice 
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Luke  n .18.  Reioice  f'faith  the  Lord  in  Luke^  and  lift  vpyour  heads  foryour 
redemption  drajveth  neere , It  were  abfurd  that  that  thing 
(hould  breed  nothing  but  forow  and  aftonffbment  in  vs, 

• which  Chrift  thought  was  fit  matter  to  workeioy  in  vs. 
Now  than  feeing  death  is  dead  to  them  that  bcleeue  in 
him^there  is  nothing  in  death  which  a ma  ought  to  feare. 
Itis  true  that  the  image  thereof  is  hideous  and  terrible, 
bicaufe  that  befides  the  violent  taking  away  of  life,  it  re- 
prefenteth  vntovsthewrathofGod,  which  bitethlike  a 
ferpent : but  now  the  venome  of  it  is  taken  away  and  can 
not  hurt  vs  . And  as  through  the  brafen  ferpent  which 
Mofeslift  vpinthewilderneffe,  the  lining  ferpents  died. 
How  death  can  venome  hurt  not  the  Ifraelites : fo  our  death  di- 

nochurt.  eth,and  IS  iiot  able  in  any  fort  to  hurt  vs,if  we  behold  with 

the  eyes  of  faith  the  death  of  lefus  Chrift, Briefly  it  is  no- 
thing but  an  image  and  fhadowofdeath,  and  the  begin- 
ning and  entrance  vnto  true  life.  Wherefore  concluding 
ourprefentfpeech,  letvslearnethat  asourmiferable  na- 
ture had  brought  vs  to  the  like  condition  of  death : fo  the 
grace  ofGodmakcth  this  difference,  .thatfome,  namely 
the  wicked, die  to  their  deftrudion^and  others,  which  are 
the  children  of  God  led  by  his  fpirit  and  word,  die  to  liue 
PCal.ii^.ij.  more  happily,  fo  that  their  very  death  is  precious  in  the 
fight  of  God.  And  although  the  luft  of  our  flelhe,  beyng 
blind  and  earthly,  ftriueth  continually  againft  the  defires 
of  the  fpirit,  feeking  to  feparate  vs  as  far  as  it  can  from- 
our  foueraigne  Good, yet  let  vs  haue  this  ingrauen  in 
our  harts,  that  they  are  happy  that  know  the  ' 
vanitie  of  this  world,  more  happy  that  fet 
not  their  affedions  vpon  it,  and  they 
moft  happy  that  are  taken  out 
of  it  to  be  with  G O D in 
the  kingdome  of 
heaueti. 
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htsdta'h,  193.  whatit  is  to  fear e death, 
I94.the  comfort  ofeucry  true  chriBian  a- 
gain  fi  death.  805. 

Definition  j 
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Definition : the  definition  of  amhitiony  224. 
of  anger, 1 1 i.ofa  body ,10.  of  charitie,^  21. 
of a citie,<)<^<y.of a Chi%en,6Q<^,  of  come  li- 
nes,ofconfidenccy^oo,  ofduty,<^^.  of 
enuie,if.^8,  offortune,e^68,  of  friend fhipy 
138.  £i/4^o«yf’490,c5r492,  ofiealouficy 
^o<),ofiuFiice,-^  90.^  3^  I yofintemperan^ 
ciV,i90.  ofiudgementy6^i,  of  liber aliticy 
43^.  ofthelaw,^<)6,  of  malice  and  craft, 

1 23  .of man,  1 3 .of meekenes,^  zi. of nature. 


Eclipfe  : Nicias  feared  an  ecli^fe  of  the 
Moone.  1 20 

Education  helpeth  the  defeSi  of nature,i  j <y , 
examples  therof,  1 77.  naughtie  education 
corrupteth  a good  nature,  551.  hoxo  Plato 
rvould  haue  children  brought  vp,^  5 z. of  the 
education  ofdau^ters.  5 5^4 


172.  of  0 economic,  <^z^.  ofpolicie,$z^.of  Emperours;  there  were  73.  Emperours  of 


pafjiony'^o.  ofVhilofophy^^O,  ^390.  of 
prudence, lO/^.of paticncCy'^io.  ofpleafure, 
Z^6.offedition,'jo<).offocietie,^So.  of  the 
foule,z^  .of temperance, 1 81.  of  venue,  5 2. 
of  vice, 6^.0 fwedlocke.  480 

Democracy : the  defeription  of  a Democraty, 
with  the  fundry  khtds  of  it.  J 28 

the  ejfedfs  ofdefire.  ^6 

Difeafes : the  end,caufe,andrem€die  of  bodi- 
ly difeafes,z<y  .the  caufe  of  the  difeafes  of the 
foule,^^.thefeede  of  difeafes.  21 1 


Rome  within  loo.yeeres  ,zz^.  what  this 
word  Emperour  importeth.  ^24 

End ; the  proper  end  of all  things.  477 

Enimy  : how  one  may  reape  benefice  by  his  e- 
nimies,\ 1 2.3  83 . why  men  are  beholding  to 
their  enimies,'^'/^,  the  common  behauiour 
of  men  towards  their  enirnies.  380 

^vmy  is  a note  of  an  ambitious  man,  225.  the 
nature  of enuie,t^<)'j.  the  fiuitsofit,/\$8.  it 
hurteth  enuious perfonsmofi . agood 
way  to  be  reuenged  on  the  enuious.  4^4 


Difcipline : the  ancient  warlike  difeipline  of  Ephory  es ; why  the  Ephoryes  were  appointed 


the  Iiomanes,y6^.the  corruption  thereof  in 
thefe  daies.  'j6<) 

Difeord : all  things  are preftrued  by  agreeing 
difeords.  1 9 

Diuifion:  of  Citizens,  606.  of  a Common- 
wealth, ^8^.ofdutie,^^.  of  a houfe, 
49  z.of  iufiice,-;  9^. of the  law,  59  6.  of  nature 
171.  of  Vhilofophy,^o.  ofpa/fions,^  I . of 
♦ fpeech,!  zy.  of  the  foule,z'^ . of fciences.  y6 
Dowi  ies ; why  the  dowries  of  women  haue  al- 
waies  had  great  priuiledges,  8 6.  Lycur- 
gu  s forbad  all  dowries.  493 

Dfinke:  the  manner  of  drinking  in  oldtime, 
203  .againfi  cxceffiue  drinking.  204 
Drunkennes : hurtfull effeEfs  of  drunkennes 
and  gluttony, z 1 3 .examples  of  drunkennes, 
214 

iwhat  aDuarchy  is.  6iy 

Durie:  wherein  the  dutieof  man  confiCleth, 
1 2,  du tie  and  profit e are  diflinSt tbinges, 
429 . the  duty  of  a wife  man,i  1.  what  duty 
we  owe  to  God,  and  what  to  our  neighbour. 


in  Lacedemonia.  581 

Equality  ‘.two  forts  of equalitie.  737 

Equity  is  alwaies  one  and  the  fame  to  all  peo- 
ple,601. the  equity  of  the  Morall  law  ought 
to  be  the  end  and  rule  of  all Uwes.  6oz 

Error:  the  firing  of all  error.  1 1 9 

Eftate  : euery  Eflateandpoticie  confifieth  of 
three  parts,  578.  the  opinion  of  Voliticks 
touching  a mixt  Eflate,  6z^.  examples  of 
mixt  E.fiatcs,^6i6.  what  it  is  to  hold  the  E- 
ftates,68<).aYule  ofEfiate,  723 . choife  cu- 
fiome  of  Jeuen  flour ifhing  Effates,  732. 
meanes  topreferue  an  Efiate,yi/^,iCyc.  it  is 
dangerous  toan  Efiateto  callin  forraine 
fuccours,  y8’) 

Euent : wee  mufl  not  iudge  of  enterprifh  by 
the  euent, we  mufl  be  prepared  againfi 
all  euents,  3 06.  the  euent  of  ad  things  ts  to 
be  referred  to  the  prouideme  of  God,  42 

Euill : what  we  ought  calleuiU.  6^ 

Exercife  ; what  bodily  exercife  is  meete  for 
youths 


9r^.fowerriuers  ijfue  out  of the  fountaine  of  Expeneeb : a good  law  e to  cut  off  the  occafions 
duty,  95  lofidle  expences,  ^2,1 

f ff  fiij  Fables: 
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F 

Fables;  who  delict  mofi  m reading  of  fa- 
bles. 

Family ; there  mufi  he  hut  one  Head  in  a fa- 
mily,the  pYogrejfe  of  a family  before  it 
come  toferfcHion, 

V2LthQX:  why  many  fathers  fetnot  theinhiU 
dren  to  fchoole,’jz.thc  florie  of  a father  ap~ 
pointed  to  execute  his  owne  child,  ^ 

VsLiiouv.thepunifhmentof  one  who  foldehis 
maifleh-s  fiuouY,  411 

Feare ; two  kinds  of  feare,  278  . the  fcan  of 
neighbour  enimics  psthe fafetieofaCom- 
mon-wealth,!'/^,  good  fare  is  ioined  with 
. the  loue  of  God^z^O. examples  of  wary  feare 
280 . a f range  ejfeH  of  feare  in  one  night, 
28  ^.examples  of  feare  which  is  the  defedl  of 
fortitude.  281 

Feaft : how  wife  men  failed  one  another  in 
oldtime,!Z!.Socvzitc%feafl,  208 
Fidclitie : a defer iption  offdelitie.  414 
FJatterie ; the  common  praiiife  of  flatterers, 
139  .good counfeli for  Vrinces  againfi flat- 
terers, 4(^1 

Flcfh : the  workp  of  the  flefh.  10 

Foe ; he  that  hath  no foe, hath  no  fiend,  145’. 
LookeEnimie. 

Fortitude ; the  woorhes  of  fortitude  mufi  bee 
grounded  rpon  cquitie  andiufli(e,!<)\  .it  is 
a good  of  the  foule,not  of  the  body, 166,  the 
farts  of  fortitude,  i6'/,  examples  of  forti- 
tude, 27  3. 

Fortune  : what  is  to  be  bonder fioode  by  this 
worde  fortune,^07 .howe  ^<^y  ^hefe 
words  of  for  tune  and  chance, the  opini- 
ons ofvhilofophers  touching  fortune,  470. 
the  defription  of  fortune,<^'/o,  examples  of 
hir  contrary  effe  Sis.  472 

France:o«e  euident  cauf  of  the  prefent  ruine 
of  France,  i ^3  . the  miferable  eflate  of 
France, s^oS.one  cauf  thereof  607  .the  hap- 
pie gouernment  of  France,  6^  5 . two  caufes 
of  else  prefent  diuiflons  in  France.  716 
Friend,  Frien  dihip;  the  difference  be- 
tween f iendfhip  and  loue, what  things 
arercquiflieinficndfhipj  13^.  thethi^e 


cauf  and  end  of  all  true  fiendfhip  ,138, 
fiendfbip  muh  be  fee,  142.  three  things 
neceflarie  in  fiendfhip,  1 48 . examples  of 
true  fiendfhip,!/^^.  what  manner  of  man 
we  mufi  chufe  for  our  fiend,  1 40 . howe  we 
mufi  prooue  a true  fiend, and  (hake off  a 
falfe,  141.  how  we  mufi  beare  with  the  im' 
perffiions  of our  fiend,  144. 

G 

Gaming:  the  effefis  of  gaming, what 
mooued  the  Lydians  to  inuent  games,  74. 
Alphonfu  s decree  against gf^^rilng.  3 7 J 
Generali : a good  leffon  (or  a GeneraU,  292, 
properties  requifte  in  a GeneraU.  3 00 
Clone:  how  ieloufle  ofgloricis  toUer  able, with 
examples  thereof,!  5 1 .^c.  examples  of  the 
' contempt  of  glorte.  2 *4 

GJuttonic : thefi-.its  ofgluttonic,  213.  ex- 
amples thereof.  214 

God'.aU  things  arc  prefent  with  God,.\c.7.  he 
ordcreth  cafuall things  necejjari'y,^(^  he  is 
the  Idee  a of  al  good.  42 

Goods : the  nature  of  worldly  goods,  3 7.  two 
forts  of  goods,  iwowaies  to  get 

goods.  52^ 

Grace : cflefis  of  Gods  grace  in  the  regene- 
rate. 1 8 

Grammar:  the  commodities  of grammar.^g 6 
Gricfe : a meane  how  to  beare  grief  patient- 

fy- 

H 

Happines:4r//wf«  natter  aUy  deflre  happines, 
3 1 .who  are  happie,and  who  vuhappie.  5 1 , 
what  it  Si  to  Hue  happily,  38.  54.  how  we 
mufi  make  choice  of  a happie  life,  24^^. 
wherein  good  or  Hi  hap  confifieth,^^  o.  no- 
table opinions  of  good  and  iU  hap,  3 3 2, 
wherein  true  happines  confficth.  334 
Hatred  : how  far  a tttan  may  hate  the  wicked, 
387.  the  difference  between  hatred  and  cn~ 
;<.'f  ,4 : 9 . the  bounds  of  a good  mans  hatred, 

4^3- 

Hilloncs;  thepraife  andpYofltofhif{ories.7<) 
Homage : w/hat  homage  we  ow  to  God.  93 
Honor : h^w  a man  may  feke  for  honor,  23  2. 

examples 


examples  of  the  contempt  ofhonor^  2^  3 .the 
frrfi  flep  to  honor,  247 

Hope : hope  muB  be  grounded  vpon  the  grace 
of God, ‘^00  .two  kinds  of  hope, ■^oi. the  fruit 
of  hope,-^o%.  hope  and  feari  are  the  founda- 
tion of  vertue. 

Houfcid!  houfe  conffleth  of  lining  flonet,^%i^ 
frnal iarYes  muB  be  amided In  a houfe,'^oi 
IdiUntin^is  animageofwar.  5 54 

Husbands  : horv  they  ought  to  hue  their 
wiue^,‘)  o r .a  hmband  muB  neuer  beate  hts 
roife,soaf.  he  muB  neither  chide  nor  fawne 
upon  his  wife  before  ethers,  507 . examples 
of the  Loue  of  husbands  towards  their  wines. 
510. 

Husbandric:  thepraifeofhusbandric,  J28. 
7 5 z.thc  anti  quit  ie  ofhmbakdrie.  7 j z 


I 
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how  many  kinds  there  are  opniuBice.  404 
Intemperance;  the  companions  of  intempe- 
ranee.  I ^2.  what  predominant  pajjfons  are 
in  it  ,1^!^  .cxdples  of  intemperance  .1^-^ 
loie ; examples  offome  that  died  of  hie,  3 6 
ludgemenc ; fom  whence  iudgement procee- 
deth,%^.  the  iudgement  of  the  beB^  not  of 
the  mo  B is  to  be  preferred, iudgements 
are  the  fnewes  of  an  eBa  te,  6^  o 

Judges  : how  the  Egyptians  painted  iudges, 
3 ^ 4.<t  corrupt  mancr  of  making  fudges. -jo  i 
luftice  ; the  fruits  ofmBtee,-^  90.  the  ground 
of all  iuFike,i<y  ^ • examples  of  the  loue  of 
iuBice,-^!^^,  how  the  abufe  of  it  may  be  re- 
medied,^ 99 . the  deniall  ofiuBice  is  dange- 
rom,/sp'i.(  58.  the  ffningt  of all  corruptions 
ofiufiice,6<^j,  iuBke  difributed  into  fe. 
uen  parts,  7^5 


Idlenes  : it  Is  the  mother  and  nurfe  of  all  -vicet 
5 VythsQorsis  precept  againH  idlenes, 
3 yo. examples  agamB  idlenes,  377 

Ignorance ; ignorance  of  cur  [clues  the  caufe 
of  much  euiU,i  z.  pernitious  cffe&s  of  igno- 
yance, 11  common  ejfeBs  of  ignorance 

119; 

Impatiencie : who  are  moBgmen  to  impath 
enzie  and  choler,  312.  how  it  may  be  cured, 
3^3- 

Impoft ; a commendable  kkid  ofimpof.  220 
Impudencie : thedeferipthn  of  impudencte, 
428. 

Incontinencie  : the  difference  betweenean 
incontinent  and  an  intemperate  man,  190. 
Socrates  diffutation  againB  incontinent 

238 

In^&nisihow infants  are  to  be  brotight  vp.^^z 
Ingratitude  ; meanesto  keepe  vs fom ingra- 
titude,z,it  was  the  caufe  of  man  %fal,az  5' 
great  men  are  fooneB  touched  with  ingra- 
titude,t^z^.e  xamples  againB  it,  4;  o 
Innoccncie  is  a tower  ofbrajfe  againB  fan- 
dcrers.  4^^ 

InwiUQihowmankwaies  a manmay  rcceiue 
iniurie.  ^84. 

Iniuftice : theffuits  of  it  in  the  wicked, jt 
is  agenerall  vke,ti^o\,the  cffeBs  of it,  40  ^ . 


K 

Knowledge : the  knowledge  cf God  and  of our 
feluesmuB  be  linked  togither,  12.  the  end 
of  the  knowledge  of  our  fe  he  s,  1 6.  the  bene- 
fits  that  come  by  knowledge,  74 

King  : wherein  the  greatnesof  a Jfng  confi- 
fiBeth,^j.  wherein  kings  ought  to  excrcife 
themfelucs  moB.  80.  the  true  ernamenis  of 
a klng,iZo.  the  difference  heiweene  a great 
and  a Uttlcking,'^  cf2.what  power  the  kings 
ofLacedamonia  had,^So.gooci  precepts  for 
kings, 6 .a  ixyngmuBbe  ski  full  h' 
and  not'hy  vfe,6f^,  the  firB  and  principal/ 
duiiecfa  kfng  is  to  haue  the  law  of  God  be^ 
fore  his  eies,6 •)  5 .he  muff  begin  refit  mation 
at  himfelfe  and  his  court, 6 ^6. the  fimme  of 
the  dutie  ofaklnq,  ^^74 

Kingdome  : what  caufe th  kingdoms  to  flou- 
riffF,i 9^,  of  the  original/ of  kingdoms,  58^. 
their  alteration  commeth  through  uics,6y, 
they  floriffo  through  vertue, 61. Of  the  anti- 
quit ie  of  & kingdome,  6z^.  the  dangerous 
eflate  of  an  eleBiue  kingdom  vpo  the  death 
of the  prince, 6^  3 . what  kingdoms  are  dec- 

(?34 

L 

Law : what  ciuiU  lawes  tnay.mt  he  changed, 

5^7- 
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the  end  of  all  Lrget,  60^,  c'nange  of 
laves  in  a veil  fetled  efiate  is  dangerous, 
$ ^S.vhoi  tfje  Lav  of  nature  is,y^6.  the  an^ 
dent  law-mak^s,  jo^  vhat  maner  of  laves 
are  to  be  efiablifhed  in  the  CommonveaUh, 

^57. 

hczxviin^’.exampUs  of  ancient  men  that  gaue 
tijemfciues  toUas  ning,  570.  examples  of 
g^  eat  hue  to  learning.  8 r 

Letter:  h.T\2ich.3iiC\s  Utter  to  Crx^ws^  78, 
Alexanders  to  A.riftotle,  80.  Caefars  to 
Rome:  O dimznus  to  bis  nephev  : Pla- 
toes  to  Dionyfius : Pompeies  to  the  fe- 
nate,\-^i.  Pififtratus  to  his  nepfoevr,  14^^. 
Traians  to  Plutarke,  1 57.e^'  Z33 . Tra- 
lans  to  the  fenate,  '4.707.  Macrines  to 
the  fen  Ate  ofRmie.'jj^-j.  Aurelius /<? 
bune.  7^8 

Liberalitie : a poore  man  may  be  Iiberal.,t\^  6. 
the  l^fpes  of  liberalitie  ,r^o.  exampUs  of U- 
heralitic,  441 

L ou  e : loue  is  the  frfi  foundation  of  euery  ho- 
lie  marriage.  • 5^0 

Life : mans  life  compared  to  the  Olympian  af- 
femblies,^^.  one  caufe  of  the  Long  Ufe  of our 
elder  s.i^B.Scnecics  opinkn  of  the  fhort- 
ms  of  our  Ufe,zi  i . our  Ufe  compared  to  ta- 
ble-pU^,^  .no  man  ought  to  hide  his  Ufe, 
37^.  theendofourUfe^-^yj.  three  things 
neceffarie  for  the  Ufe  of  man,  7 j o.  wherein 
a happie  life  confideth.  804 

Ljing : ^ing  in  a prince  is  mojl  odious,  4 1 7 

M . 

Magiftrate : of  the  name  of magijtrate,  587. 
good counftU for  magifirate^SS.  the  dsstie 
of  tije  magifhrate  con/tjieth  in  three  things, 
590,  what  maner  of  men  magijhrates  ought 
to  ^r,3  99 . J93 , the  titUs  of  a good  magi- 
fhrate.  ^ 6io 

Magnanimitic:  magnanimltie  confjleihin 
three  things,zB^.  voonderfnUmagnammi- 
tie,^^.  three  e feels  of  magnanimitie,  190. 
examples  thereof.  29  5. 29 

Malice  : the  malice  of  Nero  and  Tyberi- 
us.  124 

Man  ; the  prerogatiues  of  men  aboue  other 


creatures,  f the  maner  of  nant  concepti, 

- on  andfajhioning,!  i . the  end  of  his  being, 
1 3 -75  *9  5.  fhree  things  neceffarie  for  the 
perfeclion  of  man,  1 73 . common  eficls  of 
mans  fraile  nature,  ^^9.  the  dutie  of  a man 
at  the  perfeclion  of  his  age,  570 

Marriage ; the  author, antiquitie,and ends  of 
marriage,a^Bz.  reafons  againji  marriage, 
482  the  defence  of  m.'.rriagey^Br^.  motsues 
to  marriage fower  kfndt  of  marriage, 
49  2.  the  beji  time  and  place  to  pacife  fhife 
ketweene  married  couples,^  1 5 . what  age 
men  and  women  ought  to  marrie.  497 
Maske : againji  masks  and murnmeries.  214 
iviaifter  ; what  properties  are  requiftein  a 
maijrer.  5^8,530 

Mediocritie:  mediocritie  muji  be  y fed in  all 
aclions.  i 

Meeknes:  the  eficls  of meekpes,^zi.  exam- 
pies  of  meekp princes.  313 

Memorie : the  praifeofmemorie,BB.  exarm. 
pics  of  good  memories, B9. re  afans  wljy  quic- 
he/} wits  haue  beJi  memories,  and  comrari- 
. vife.  90 

Mercie  : wIjc  were  forbidden  to  enter  into  the 
temple  of  mercie.  3 20 

Mind ; befe  minds  f and  in  great  fear  of  death 
andgriefe.  283 

Mirth  : how  mirth  is  commendable.  4^4 
Mocking  ; how  a mannu^  repulfeamockp, 
^B6.exampies  thereof,  387, 

Monarchy:ir^4r  a monarchy  ii,c,’i9.6ij.tlot 
law  of  natter e Uadeth  z>s  to  a monarchy, 6 1 5 
reafons againf  a monarchie,  6\.’j,  the com- 
modsties  of amonarchie,  6zz.  monarchies 
hatu  continued  longef,  6 z<i.  what  agree- 
ment the  French  monarchie  hath  with  cue- 
tie  good  polUie. 6 16.  Fiue  kind!  of  monar- 
chies, 628.  how  the  frji  monarchie  came 
>p,  619 

\ion\c : wry  monte  was frjlinuented,  527 
Mother:  the  mother  ts  no  lejfe  to  be  honored 
than  the  father,^  ^o.euerie  mother  ought  to 
nurfehhrcwne  child.  5^2 

Murder:  a cruelmurdtr  of  a gentlewoman,^ 
hirhoufhold.  450 

Muficke:  4 conmendable  end  of mstfcke,<i^i . 

, when 
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when  mufick^  U mop  conuenient.  lo  z 

Myrterie : how  far  we  may  fearch  into  hea- 
uenly  rnyferies. 

N 

Nature : the  dmifon  ofnatfire,iyi,  the  cor- 
ruption therof.  jjj 
Negligence:  twoforts  of  negligence, 
Neighbor  : reafons  to  mooue  vs  to  hue  our 
neighbors.  ^ 20 

Nobilitie : what  nohilltie  isy  with  tim  fundrie 
kinds  ofit^jayj.  nolilitk  is  the  ornament  of 
a common-wealth.  740 

Number  : the  number  of  feuen  accounted  a 
perfebl  number.  . 


o 

Obedience  ro  Gods  lawis  the  mother  of  all 
venues.  ^4 

O {fen  c c s itrf  neuer  without  paine.  6^ 

Office ; in  what  cafe  a good  man  may  fue  for 
an  oplcCf  ^8.700.  the  inconuentence  that 
commeth  by  fetting  ojfces  to  fale.  400 

Old-age:  when  old  age  beginneth^  571.  to 
whomitis  not greeuous. 

Officevi) : the/latute  of  S.  Lewes  concerning 
the  eleciion  of ojfccrs.  702 

Oligarchic;  what  an  Oligarchic  is,  and  how 
it  changeth  into  a tyrannie,*^  8 1 . reafons  a- 
gainftan  Oliganhie.  611 

Oration ; Otans  orationfor  a popular  regi- 
ment,6iS.Mc^iiby{es  oration  for  an  Ari- 
flocratie,6j^.lJ2Li\usorationfor  amonar- 

chie,6zi . Coruinus  oration  to  his  foldiers, 

7 S^.the  benefit  of  making  orations  to  fcldi- 
^^^>77  J ‘Cyrus  oration  to  his  captaine.y-jS 
Order : what  order  is.  740 


Painting:  the  vfe  of  painting. 

Parliament ; the  prefent  efiate  of the  parlia- 
ment of  Vrance. 

Paftors  '.wherein  the  ojfice  of  true pafiors  con- 
fifleth. 

Pafl'ions  : the  pnffions  of  the  foule  arehead- 
firongy^<^. the /cope  ofonrpafjionsy^  z.plea- 
fure  andgriefe  arc  the  caufe  of  pajjions,  z8. 


naturall paffions  not  to  he  condemned.  3 o 
Patience:  the  fruits  of  patience, ^10.  what 
the  wicked  account  of  patience,  3 r 4 

Peace  : the  difeommodities  of  a long  peace, 
7 5 6. the  ejfc&s  of peace.  758 

People:  the  diuifion  of  the  people  into  three 
orders  or  e slates . ^0  6 

Periurie : examples  of  gods Judgements  vpon 
periuredperfons.  420,423 

Perturbations : from  whence  the perturbatk 
ons  of  the  foule  proceede,-^  i.the  original, na- 
ture and  efiefks  of  perturbations,  3 3 

Philo fophy ; howe  we  may  knowe  whether  we 
profit  in  Vhilofophy,/\y . the  fruits  that  fol- 
' low  the  fludie  ofit,"^  examples  of  loue  to 

"Philofophy,/^^.  what  diuine  'Philofcphy  is, 
s^o.she  chiefie  foundation  of  all  Thilo fophy, 
^y.the  perfeflion  of  Vhilo fophy.  48 

Philofbpher;  neceffary  points  for  a Thilofo- 
pher,^y.what  this  word  Vhilofopher  impor- 
teth,<y  I . what  kind  cf  knowledge  is  chiefly 
required  in  a Vhilo/bpher,yS,  Vhilofophers 
ought  to  be  conuerfant  with  Trinces . i y y 
Plaies ; hurtful! effeSis  ofplaies.  21 6 

Pleaders ; againfl  pratingpleaders.  129 
Plea  fure;  pleafureistheendof fuperfluitie, 
110.  what  vhilofophers  placed  their  chiefe 
Goodinpleafiure,!^  ^.the  fruits  ofipleafiure. 
235 

Volicics : a meane to prefierue  policies,  /joi. 
what  pciicie  is,  and  from  whence  the  word  is 
denuedAyy .no  people  without f'omepoUcie. 

Pouerty : why  poore  men  are  not  leffe  happye 
than  the  rich,^  tik  fruits  ofpouertie,^  61 

pouertie pleadeth  for  it  felfc,^  6i.  what  jUo* 
uerty  is  odious,-^  66. a good  law  for  the  poore 
438  . ^ 

Vo\^zr:ciuili power  ought  to  maintaine  the 
worfhip  of  Go  d,  5 78.  two  kfindes  of  publike 
power. 

Vrck\(c:agoodmanmay  fometime  praifehim 
fife.  2yo 

P r i d e : 0/'  pride,  2 y o,  examples  of 

pride  punifhed.  254 

VrmcQ : the  loofe  life  of  Vrinces  is  dangerous 
'for  their  Efiates,is^i.^c.agoodcotfidera- 

tion 
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- tim  far  Vrlncesy  it  U dan^ow  for 
Vriaocj  toadi'once  wici^dmen,^/^-^.  the 
fromjfe  of  a Vrince  is  tied  with  a double 
bond,^l  '7. hove  farre  Vrinces  are  fubieci  to 
lavest^^^.vherin  their  ahfolute  power  con- 
fifieth,^^6.  when  a Vrince  m^^det^  the 
requefi  of  his  three  E fiats,  598.  obedience 
u due  to  vniufi  Vrinc€s,afwellaste  iufl, 
61 1 .a  child  prince  is  a token  of  Gods  wrath 
6io.it  is  not  lawful  for  any  to  l^l  his  Vrince 
although  he  be  a tyrant, 9. when  a Vrince 
may  befi  be  correfled,  ^43 . two  properties 
requifte  in  him  that  teacheth  a Vrince, 
64^.  hove  aycoKg  Vrince  muR  be  taught, 
6^^. excellent  titles  of  a good  Vrince,  6^0. 
Lookemore  inchap.<)9.^6o. 
Prodigalide  .*  hcv  prodigalitie  and  couetouf- 
nes  may  be  in  one  fubieci,  447 

Profite: preft  muR  not  be  feparated  fom  ho- 
neRie,  ^ ^ 

Promife : whither  a forced  promfe  is  to  bee 
kept^Ofl  4.  no  pTomife  ought  to  bee  made  a- 
gainR  dsttie./^l^,  we  muR  kpepe  prornife 
with  our  enimie,^i  6,  examples  of  ^romife- 
k^ping.  418 

Profperitic : effects  of too  great  projferitie  in 
common-wealths,  z8 1 . more  hurtfull  than 
adjterJftie,^/^o.  examplesoffome  that  were 
ouerthrowenbyprolperitie,  341.  of  others 
that  were  not puft  vp  with  it,  3 43 

Prudence : e^tRs  of  prudence,  104.106?. 

prudence  hath  thcjte  eies^io^.  examples  of 
prudetKe, loS.  &c.  a prtsdem  man  is  not  0- 
uer-light  of  belief  XI4 

Quarel:  the  cornmon  excufe  of quarel/ers.^B  $ 
Quietnes:  how  a man  may  Ijojse  continuali 
quiemefe,  £j 

R 

Raflmes ; tin  tffeRs  of rajhnes.  2,8  J 

Rea  Ion : theerrour  of  the  Vhilofophers  tou- 
chingtheflreHgthofreafon,!^.  there  is  a 
double  reafon  in  man.  14 

Recreation  : Isow  men  ought  to  recreate  the-’, 
felsseu  37J 


Religion ; religion  is  the  foundation  of  all  e- 
Rates,^y6.Soci2ilQS  called  it  the  greateR 
Z'crtue,  5’3.  integritie  cfreligicn  kratteth 
the  harts  of  fubieRs  to  their  princesy  6^53 . 
the  fruits  oj  the  contempt  of  religion,  704 
Reprehen/ion : how  we  mtJi  rfe  reprehenji- 
on,i  ^ I .examples  of  fee  reprehenfion.  156’ 
Reuenge : priuate  reuenge  covmeth  of  frail- 
^fG-6»examples  ofprin-es  "void  of  reuenge 
3 -7’  Socrates  precept  aga in R priuate  re- 
uengp,  381.4  comendable  kfud  of  reuenge, 

it  d:  the  diference  between  a reward,  .'id 
a benefit.  ^ 

Riches : how  riches  may  be  well vfed,c^y  f.  the 
common  effeRs  of  riches,^  ^Q.anotable  ex- 
ample of the  true  rfe  of  riches, 9 . the  na- 
ture,jualitie,and fiuits  ofri(hes,7. 5 r . what 
riches  are  to  be  [ought  for,  358.  'riches  are 
tlse  finewes  of  warre.  749 

Komcicfthe  ancient  eRase  of  Rome.  60  >" 


Salick:  the  Salickjawe  excluded?  daughters 
and  their  fonnes  from gouernment.  6j  J 

Schoole.m after;  wfsat  fchoolc-maRers are 
■ lobe  chofen,  554.  the  properties  of  a good 
fchodemaRer,  . ^ f 4 

Sciences;  what fdences  are  firR  to  be  lear- 
ned. 77 

Sco(nn^:wf?atfcojfingis,andhovitisto  bee 
auoided.  4^r4 

Secret : 0/ concealing  a feerce.  j 34 

Sedition ; the  original cf  all fedition,jo^  .the 
fiuits  of fedition,  705,  thrcatfcs  offtditi- 
on.  .718 

Selling : it  is  wickednet  ^0 -conceale  the  fault 
of  that  which  a man  felleth.  41 6 

Senate:  a Senate  is,and  fhm  whence  the 

word  came,  ^71.  why  the  Senate  of  Lacede- 
rmni.t  was  firR  inRitHted,^Zo,  of>the  Se- 
^nate  of fundry  nations,  • • ' 6^78 

Seruant : examples  of  moderate  traine  offers 
uing-men,  zio.  the  dutie  offerudnts  com- 
prehended in  foure points,^ c!^7,  examples  of 
the  hue  of  fermnts  towards  their  maifiers. 


Scucritic: 


Seueritie  \a.n  example  of  mofi  cYmll  fcueri- 
tie,  41  z 

Shame : honejl  fhame  is  alwaies  commends- 
* hlcy  i6^.  howe  we  mufi  learnt  to  vefifl  all 
naughty  fha*ne,i ^9.161 . fhame  is  the  kee- 
per of  all  venues, 1^6.  what  jhame  is  hurt- 
full,  259 

Shamefaftnes : the  (hamcfaflnes  of  the  Ro- 
mans,z6^  .of the  Mile  fan  maidens,  2^4.  it 
is  the  befi  dowrie  of  a woman.  51^ 

-Signes : Anaxagoras fayingagainfl the fu- 
perfritioHs  feare  of  celefiiall  fgnes,  1 2 1 
Silence  : gaue  monte  to  apoet  to 

keepe  flence,  1 3 1 .the  praife  offlence,  133 
Sinne : the puni foment  of  finne  is  equallwith 
it  both  for  age  and  time,/\  07,  how  we  mufi 
aiioid  andreprefe  it,  258.  fame  fnnes are 
puni foments  of  other  fnnes,  1^0,  how  we 
may  oucrcome  great  fnnes,a^'j.fnne  thefrf 
and  true  caufe  of  all  our  miferie,  1 3 

Sohridue : it preferueth  health,  200.  exam- 
ples offobrietie.  203  .^c, 

Societie : the  end  of  all  focietie,  480 

Soueraigntie ; what  foueraigntie  is,’)^6.  the 
markeofafbueraigne,  59^ 

Souldiers  : good  counfell  for  fouldiers,  343. 
fouldiers  mufi  begin  war  withpraier,  and 
end  with  praife,  ^ 783 

Soule:  the  fouleismt  fubiefl  tomans  iurif- 
diffion,^j^,  thefouleisinfufid  nottradu- 
ced,i^ , the  properties  of  the  foule,  2 5.  the 
foule  is  truly  man,  1 2.8  ^ .1 1 5: . the  afiions, 
beautie,  and  delight  of  the  foule. 

Speech  : plcafam  feeches  full  of  doffrine, 

1 1 4 ,howit  is  famed,i  zj. Laconical feech, 

1 28  .two  times  of  (peaking,  130,  how  great 
men  ought  to  ffeake,  \^i,  a good  precept for 
. fpeech,i^z.  examples  of  the  commendable 
freedomeofJpeech.‘  13^ 

Spirit  : the  difference  betweenethe  foule  and 
the  fpirit,'^^ , the  proper  worke  of  mans  jpi- 
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prince  and  his  lawes,  610 

Superfluitie : how  Heraclitus  difjwaded fu- 
perfluitic,  217,  good  tounfellfr  princes  and 
magi  fir  at  es  concerning  fuperfluous  exp  cn- 
ees, 222 

Swearing : againfi  fvearing,  317 


T 

Temperance:«o  can  be  without  tem- 
perance, 1^0.  fower  parts  of  temperance, 
182.  what  paffons  are  ruled  by  it,\ 8 1 . ex- 
amples thereof.  1 84 

Temple ; the  temple  of  Diana  was  burnt  by 
Eroftratus,  196 

Theft ; theft  punifjcd  diuerfly  in  diners  nati- 
ons,  6oz 

Timocratic : the  defcriptlon  of  a Timocya- 
tie,  581 

Toong:  the  toong  is  the  befi  and  woorf  thing 
that  is, 1^0.  examples  of  mifehitfescaufed 
by  the  intemperancie  of  the  toong,  134. 

Trafficke  :Lycurgus  forbad  all  trafftikypiih 
f rangers.  1^4 

Treaibn : treafn  and  crueltieneuerfnd  place 
in  a noble  hart,  29  6.  the  effcfls  oftreafony 
41  examples  of  the  ill  fuccejfe  of  traitors, 
/[Zi.afeuerelawagainftreafon.  61 

Truth:  all  men  ty  riaturehaue  fome  light  of 
truth,  1 8 

Turke  : of  the  efidte  of  the  Turke,6^  1 .he  dtf- 
pofeth  of  all  lordfjips  at  his  plea  fur  e.  6^  2 
Tyrannic:  when  a kingdome tmneth into  a 
tyoannie,^jp,  tyrants  are  naturally  hated, 
61  o.  mark^  of  a tyrannic, 6^  i . of the  name 
of  a tyrant,  6^  6,  the  difference  betweene^  a 
good  king  and  a tyrant, 6^  7 .examples  of  the 
extraordinarie  deaths  of  tyrants.  63  9 

V 

Vain-glorie : Solon  called euery  vain-glori' 
ous  man  afoole,.  2 5: 7 

7^1,,  Voilinc '.properties  requiffte  in  a -valiant  man, 
Sporp : the /ports  of prudent  men.  1 1 3 %6j.  all  hardie  men  axe  not  valiant,  2^8, 

Studie : the  endofallfludies.  5^5^  how  aman.may  be  valiant,  zSS.fo  whence 

Smfidhictthedefcriptionofffupiditie.  valureproccedeth.  7^j 

Subic6is:what  feruice  they  owe  to  their  prin-  Vengeance  : whyGoddeferrethhisvenge- 
ces, 60S. how  far  they  are  bound  to  obey  their  ance  vpon  the  wicked,  6<) 

Venice: 
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Venice : of  the  Pateoff^emce^6o^»  theduk^- 
dome  of  f^enke  is  eleSfiuc,  ^14 » 

Vercue:  venue  U neither  without  affe&knst 
nor  fubieSi  vmo  ehem,^  c^jhe  propertie  of 
venue  oppreffed^j  47.  three  things  concune 
in  perfefi  vertue,ij  ^ . the  necre  coniunSiio 
of all  the  yertues,ioy  .examples  of  the  force 
ofvertue  inaduerjitict  58.  the  excellcncie 
and  property  of  vertue,^^.it  is  alwaies  void 
of extreame  pafjion.  ^7 

Vice:  when  we  begin  to  hate  vice, 6^.  the  ef- 
fect ofvicCi6^.  how. we  (hould  fortife  our 
ftlues  againFi  vice^  6^.  fue  vices  brought 
out  of  ^fa  by  the  ld,omans.  i ^4 

Viftorie ; how  ViHorie  is  to  be  vfed.  79 1 
Vnhappincs  : who  are  vnhappie,  ^^4 
Vnthaiikfulnes;  DviLCOpuniPoedvnthank^ 
fulnes  by  death, the  jruits  of  -rmhank^ 
fulnes.  4^0 

Voice:  the  diuerfitie  of  mens  yoke  sis  a great 
fecret  of nature.  22 

Vfuric : biting  yfurie  is  dete/iabie gaine.  527 

w 

Wir  : a notable  example  again  fl  ciuill  war, 
JO  I, two  kinds  of war,'jo6,  whether  diucrji^ 
tic  of  religion  be  a caufe  of  ciuill  war,  73  8. 
the  effebfs  of  war,y  5 8,  wherefore  and  when 
we  muti  begin  war,']  60.  three  things  nccef- 
far  fly  required  in  men  of  war,  war 
ought  to  be  jfeedily  ended.  affaires  of 
war  mufi  be  debated  by  manse,  but  conclu^ 
dediyfew,  781 

Whoordome  : the  hurtful! cffeSls  of  whoor- 
dome, .^c. good  counfell  againfi  whoor- 
dome,  244 

Wicked : why  the  life  of  the  wickgdcanmt  be 
happie,i[o6  .the  proper  tie  of the  wicked,  6'j 
Widow  : of  the  marriage  of  widowes.  i\q6 
Wife  : a wife  is  to  be  chofen  by  the  eares,not  by 
the  fingers,  493.  thebeB  way  to  order  an 
ynruly  wife,<)Oy.  how  fje mufl  dealc  with 
hir  choLerske  husband,^!  4.4  fhort  fitnme  of 
tlscdutkof  a wife,  517.  e.xamplet  of  the 


great  loue  of  wiuts  toward  their  husbands, 

^ 

Wiledome:  it  is  true  wifedometo  kyiow  out 
felues,  11.  the  perfeSiion  of  a wife  mans  life! 
l2. a wife  man  is  afhartied  to  offend  before 
himfcl/e,6Z.thepraife  ofwifedomc,y').y‘^  o 
Wit ; qukke  wits  commonly  want  memork^i^ 
WJtnes : how  the  Jewes punifjed falfe  wknet 
bearing,  Cox 

Womm : why  the  woman  was  created  of  the 
rib  ofman,id^<).the  naturali  gifts  of  women, 
512.  certaine  tokens  of  an  adulterous  hart 
in  a woman,  J 16.  againfi  ignorance  tn  wo^ 
men, 

W orke : wherin  the  perfeflion  of  euery  workg 
conffieth,r66.  two  things  requifttt  in  cue^ 
rie  good  works . , 9^ 

World  : the  different  opinions  of  the  Stoic k^ 
and  Epicures  concerning  the  gouernment  of 
the  world.  ^ 28 

Wrath : Cotys  brake hisglaffes  to aucid  oc^ 
cafion  of wrath.  315^ 

Writing  :pkhie writings  of  ancient  men.i^i 

X . 

Xenophon  : the  great  prudence  of  Xeno- 
phon inconiuBing  an  armic.  8l 

Y 

Y ccr : effeffs  of  the  climacfcricalyeer 
Youth ; how  the  Romans  taught  their  youth  to 
for  fake  the  follies  of their  firfi  age,q6y,ex- 
amples  ofrertmusyoong  mcn,fl^.haw  the 
'Perf  an  youth  was  inflrucled,  16^.  two 
things  to  be  reffeSfed  in  the  infiixution  of 
youth,  the  common  difeafes  of  youth, 

5^5  9 .fixe  precepts  requifitc  in  the  infiruflk 
on  of  youth.  558 

z 

Zalcucus:  Zalcucus  Uwe  againfi  adulte^ 
vie.  2^0 

Zcalc : the  %eale  of  the  ancients  in  the  feruke 
of  their  Gods.  97 
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